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ORPHYRIUS,  a  philofopher  of  great  name  among 
the  Ancients,  was  born  A.  D.  233.  in  the  Reign  of 
Ahxander  Severus.    He  was  of  Tyre,  a  city  in  Phce-  Fabric.  Bib- 
nicia ;  and  had  the  name  of  Malchus,    in  common  Hoth.  Gr^c. 
with  his  father,  who  was  a  Syrophoenician.     St.  Jcrom  and   Holftenius 
St.  Auguftin  have  called  him  Bataneotes  :   whence  Fabricius  ^^f^^-  ^ 
fufpedts,   that  the  real  place  of  his  nativity  was  Batanea,   a   phyrii  ibid," 
town  of  Syria  ;  and  that  he  was  carried  from  thence  with  a  ^«bjunft. 
colony  to  Tyre.     He  went  to  Athens,  where  he  had  the  fa- 
mous Longinus  for  his  mafter  in  rhetoric,   who  changed  his 
Syrian  name  Malchus,  as  not  very  pleafing  to  Grecian  eaxs, 
into  that  of  Porphyrius,  which  anfwered  to  it  in  Greek.     Af-  ' 

terwards  he  proceeded  to  Rome,  where,  at  thirty  years  of 
age,  he  heard  the  celebrated  philofopher  Plotinus ;  whofe 
life  he  bas  written,  and  inferted  in  it  many  particulars  con* 
cerning  himfelf.  Five  years  after,  he  went  to  refide  at  Lily- 
baeum  in  Sicily,  on  which  account  he  is  fometimes  called 
Siculus  :  and  here,  as  Eufebius  and  Jerom  relate,  he  com- 
pofed  thofe  famous  books  againft  the  chriftians,  which,  for 
the  name  and  authority  of  the  rtian,  and  for  the  fharpnefs 
and  learning  with  which  they  were  written,  were  afterwards 
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thought  To  confiderable,  as  to  be  fupprefTeJ  by  pairHcuIar  e- 
di£ls  under  the  reigns  of  Conftantine  and  Theodofius.  Some 
have  furmifed,  that  thefe  books  are  ftill  extant,  and  fecretly 
preferved  in  the  dukeof  Tufcany's  library  :  but,  confidering 
the  zeal  with  which  the  chriftians  would  naturally  purfue 
the  memory  and  writings  of  this  philofopher,  who  was  in- 
deed the  moft  bitter  as  v/ell  as  the  moft  able  adverfary  they 
had  ever  known,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  but  they  would  ufe 
their  utmdft  endeavours  to  fearch  out  and  deftroy  thefe  ex- 
ecrable books.  The  circumftances  of  Porphyry's  life,  after 
his  arrival  in  Sicily,  are  little  known  ;  except  that  he  died 
at  Rome  towards  the  end  of  Diocletian's  reign,  vfhen  he 
was  above  ieventy  years  of  age.  Some  have  imagined  that 
he  was  in  the  early  part  of  his  life  a  chriftian,  but  afterwards, 
through  fome  difguft  or  other,  deferted  that  profeffion,  and 
grew  exceedingly  bitter  againft  it :  while  others  have  hinted, 
that  he  embraced  chriflianity  v/hen  he  was  old,  and  after 
he  had  written  with  great  acrimony  againft  it.  Though 
many  ancient  writers  have  given  countenance  to  the  former 
of  thefe  opinions,  yet  there  feems  nothing  to  fupport  it,  ex- 
cept that  in  his  younger  years  he  was  familiarly  acquainted 
with  Origen  ;  whofe  great  and  extenfive  reputation  had  drawn 
him  to  Alexandria,  The  l?4ter  has  no  foundation  at  all. 
Eunapius,  who  wrote  the  life  of  Porphyry,  which  is  ftill  ex- 
tant, after  obferving  that  he  lived  to  be  extremely  old,  fays, 
**  hence  it  came  to  pafs,  that  many  things  in  his  later  wriN- 
"  ings  contradidl  what  he  had  advanced  in  his  former,  from 
*'  whence  I  cannot  but  fuppofe,  that,  as  he  grew  older,  he 
*'  changed  his  opinions  :"  yet  there  is  no  reafon  to  conclude, 
^hat  the  change  here  alluded  to  was  from  paganifm  to  chri- 
ilianity. 

Porphyry  wrote  a  great  number  of  things,  the  far  greater 
part  of  which  have  periflied.  Some  have  wiflied,  that  his 
"books  againft  the  chriftians  had  corne  down  to  us,  becaufe 
they  are  firmly  perfuaded,  that  among  innumerable  blafphe- 
mics  againft:  Chrift  and  his  religion,  which  might  eafily  have 
been  confuted,  many  admirable  things  would  have  been 
found.  And  indeed,  there  Is  no  fmall  reafon  to  think  fo  e 
for  Porphyry  v/as  not  only  at  the  head  of  the  later  Platonifts, 
and  on  that  account  called  by  way  of  diftin£lion  "  the  phi- 
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^  lofophejf,'*  but  he  was  confummate  in  all  kinds  of  learning 
and  knowledge.  Some  of  his  works  remain :  and  the  four 
following,  De  abftlnentia  ab  efu  animalium  libri  quatuor, 
De  vita  Pythagor^,  Sententise  ad  intelligibllia  ducentes,  De 
Antro  Nymphorum,  with  a  fragment  De  Styge  preferved  by 
Stobseus,  were  printed  at  Cambridge  1655,  8vo.  with  a 
Latin  verfion,  and  the  life  of  Porphyry  fubjoined,  by  Lucas 
Holftenius.  The  life  of  Pythagoras,  which  however  is  but 
a  fragment,  has  fmce  been  publilhed  by  the  noted  critic 
Kufterus,  at  Amfterdam  1707  in  4to.  in  conjunction  with 
that  written  by  Jamblicus,  who  Was  a  difciple  of  our  phi- 
lofopher.  It  fliould  have  been  obferved,  that  the  above  pieces 
of  Pythagoras,  printed  at  Cambridge,  were  publifhed  jointly 
with  Epidetus  and  Arrian's  Commentary,  and  the  Tabula 
Cebetis. 

POTTER    (Dr.  Christopher)   a  learned  Englifli 
divine,  was  nephew  of  Dr,  Barnabas  Potter,  bifhop  of  Car- 
lifle  ;  and  born  in  Weftmorland  aboHt  1591.     He  was  ad^  Lloyd* s  l!5f<- 
mitted  of  Qiieen's  college  Oxford  in  1606,  where  he  took  nioirs,— 

,  .  ,       ,      ,         1  •  ,    ,.    .    .  TT  Fullers 

m  due  time  both  the  degrees  m  arts  and  diVinity.     He  was   Worthies  o^ 
firli:  made  fellow^   and  in  1626  fucceeded  his  uncle  in  the   Weftmor- 
provoftfhip  of  his  college.     Though  a  zealous  puritanical   Wood's  A- 
preacher,  he  became  at  length  an  adherent  to  bifhop  Laud.   ^^^"-  ^^^!^* 
In  1628,  he  preached  a  fermon  at  Ely-houfe,  upon  the  con-   Dictionary., 
fecration  of  his  uncle;    who,    "  though  a  thorough-paced 
•'  Calvinift,"  fays  Mr.  Wood,  was  made  bifhop  of  Carlifle 
by  the  endeavours  of  Laud.      In    1633,    he  publifhed  art 
*'  Anfwer  to  a  late  popifh  pamphlet,    intitled  Charity  Mif- 
^' taken:"  (See  KNOT  and  CHILLINGWORTH.) 
which   he  wrote  by   the  fpecial    order  of  king  Charles  I. 
whofe  chaplain  he  was.     In  1635,   he  was  promoted  to  the 
deanery  of  Worcefter  ;   and  in  1640  became  vice-chancellor 
of  Oxford,  in  the  execution  of  which  office  he  met  with 
fome  trouble   from  the  members  of  the  long  parliament. 
Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  wars,  he  fent  all  his  plate 
to  the  king ;   and  declared,  that  he  would  rather,   like  Dio- 
genes, drink  out  of  the  hollow  of  his  hand,  than  that  his 
majefty  fhould  want ;   and  he  afterwards  fufFered  much  for 
the  royal  caufe.     He  was  nominated  to  the  deanery  of  Dur- 
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ham  In  January  1645-6;  but  was  prevented  from  being 
inftalled  by  his  death,  which  happened  at  his  college  the 
third  of  March  following.  He  was  learned,  and  of  exem- 
plary life  and  converfatlon.  Dr.  Gerard  Langbaine,  who 
fucceeded  him  in  the  provoftfhip  of  Queen's  college,  mar- 
ried his  widow. 

POTTER  (Dr.  John)  archbifhop  of  Canterbury, 
and  a  very  learned  man,  was  fon  of  Mr.  Thomas  Potter, 
a  linnen-draper  at  Wakefield  in  Yorkfhire :  where  he  was, 
p'ographia  ^^rn  about  1674.  Being  put  to  fchool  there,  he  made  an 
Brjtannica.  uncommon  progrefs  in  the  Greek  tongue  ;  and  at  fourteen 
years  of  age,  was  fent  to  Uriiverfity-coliege  in  Oxford.  At 
nineteen,  he  publiftied  Variantes  Lc6liones  &  Notas  ad  Plu- 
tarchi  librum  de  audicndis  poetis  ;  &  ad  Bafilii  magni  ora- 
tionem  ad  Juvenes,  quomodo  cum  frudu  legere  poffint  Grae- 
corum  libros,  1693,  ^''^°'  '^^^^  Y^'^^  after,  he  was  chofen 
fellow  of  Lincoln  college  ;  and,  proceeding  mafler  of  arts, 
he  took  pupils,  and  went  into  orders.  In  ibqj^  came  out 
his  edition  of  Lycophron  in  folio  :  it  was  reprinted  in  1702, 
and  is  reckoned  the  beft  of  that  obfcure  writer.  The  fame 
year,  1697,  he  pubJifhed  likewife  the  firft  volume  of  his 
"  Antiquities  of  Greece  :"  which  was  followed  by  the  fe- 
cond,  the  year  after.  Several  additions  were  made  by  him 
in  the  fubfequent  editions  of  this  ^ufeful  and  learned  work, 
of  which  the  feventh  edition  was  publilhed  in  1751. 

Thefe  works  eftabjifhed  his  fame  in  the  literary  republic 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  engaged  him  in  a  correfpon- 
dence  with  Grsevius  and  other  learned  foreigners.  In  1704, 
he  commenced  bachelor  of  divinity,  and  became  chaplain 
to  archbifhop  Tenifon,  with  whom  he  went  to  refide  at 
Lambeth;  was  made  do6lor  in  1706,  and  foon  after  chap- 
lain to  the  queen.  In  1707,  he  publifiied  in  8vo.  "  A 
"  Difcourfe  upon  Church  Government;"  and,  the  year 
after,  fucceeded  Dr.  Jane  as  reglus  profefTor  of  divinity, 
and  canon  of  Chrifl-church,  in  Oxford.  In  17 15,  he  was 
made  bifhop  of  Oxford ;  and,  the  fame  year,  publifhed  an 
edition  of  the  works  of  Clemens  Alexandrinus,  in  two  vo- 
lumes folio.  In  January  1736-7,  he  fucceeded  Dr.  Wil- 
liam Wake  in  the  archbilhopric  of  Canterbury  :   which  high 

and 
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Sim\  important  office  he  fupportcd  with  much  dignity  for  ten 
years,  dying  in  1747.  He  was  a  learned  and  exemplary 
churchman,  but  of  a  character  by  no  means  amiable;  be- 
ing flrongly  tin6lured  with  that  fort  of  pride,  haughtinefs, 
and  feverity  of  manners^  which  ufually  accompanies  a  rigid 
orthodoxy.  It  may  be  added  too,  though  not  to  his  credit, 
that  he  difinherited  his  eldeft  fon,  becaufe  he  mortified  his 
ambition,  by  marrying  below  his  dignity.  His  "  Theolo- 
"  gical  Works,  containing  Sermons,  Charges,  Difcourfe  of 
"  Church  Government,  and  Divinity  Ledures,"  were  pub- 
liflied  at  Oxford  1753,  in  three  volumes,  8vo. 

P  O  U  R  B  U  S  (Peter  and  Francis)  father  and  ion,  two 
good  Flcmifli  painters,  the  former  of  whom  being  born  at 
Goude,  and  the  latter  at  Bruges.  They  flouriflied  in  the  15th 
century  ;  and  each  of  them  in  the  place  of  his  birth  did  a 
great  many  fine  pieces,  which  are  yet  in  the  churches,  and 
remain  fufficient  proofs  of  their  fkill.  Francis  having  been 
for  fome  time  his  father's  difciple,  removed  to  Frans  Floris, 
whom  he  excelled  in  colouring.  Fie  was  a  better  painter 
than  his  father,  and  there  are  admirable  pi6lures  of  his  draw- 
ing in  the  town  houfe  at  Paris.  The  father  died  in  the  year  De  Piks 
1583,   and  the  fon  anno  1622. 

POUSSIN  (Nicolas)  an  eminent  French  painter, 
was  born  at  Andel,  a  little  city  in  Normandy^  in  the  year 
1594.  His  family  however  were  originally  of  Soifibns  ;  in 
which  city  there  were  fome  of  his  relations  officers  in  the 
Prefidial  court.  John  Pouffin,  his  father,  was  of  noble  ex- 
traction, but  born  to  a  very  fmall  eftate.  His  fon  feeing  the 
Jiarrowjiefs  of  his  circumftances,  determined  to  fet  up  for 
himfclfas  foon  as  pofiible,  and  chofe  painting  for  his  pro- 
fefllon,  having  naturally  a  flrong  inclination  to  that  art.  At 
eighteen  years  of  age  he  went  to  Paris  to  learn  the  rudiments 
of  it.  A  Poi6tovin  lord,  who  had  taken  a  liking  to  him, 
put  him  to  Ferdinand,  a  face-painter,  whom  Pouflin  left  in 
three  months  to  place  himfelf  with  Lallemant,  with  whom 
he  ftaid  but  a  month  ;  he  faw  he  fliould  never  learn^  any 
thing  from  fuch  mafters,  and  he  refolved  not  to  lofe  his  time 
with  them,  believing  he  fhould  profit  more  by  iludying  the 
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works  of  great  maflers,  than  by  the  difcipline   of  ordinary 
painters. 

He  worked  a  while  in  diftemper,  and  did  it  with  extraor- 
dinary facility.  The  cavalier  Marino  being  at  that  time  in 
Paris,  and  knowing  Pouflin*s  genius  was  above  the  fmall 
performances  he  was  employed  about,  perfuaded  him  to  go 
in  his  company  to  Italy  :  Pouflin  had  before  made  two  vain 
attempts  to  undertake  that  journey,  yet  by  fome  means  or  o- 
ther  he  was  hindered  from  accepting  the  advantage  of  fhis 
opportunity.  However,  he  promifed  to  follow  in  a  fhort 
time.  And  he  was  as  good  as  his  promife,  though  not  till 
he  had  drawn  feveral  other  pidures  in  Paris,  among  which 
was  the  death  of  the  virgin  for  the  church  of  Notre -Dame. 
Having  finifhed  his  bufmefs,  he  fet  out  for  Rome  in  the 
thirtieth  year  of  his  age. 

He  there  met  with  his  friend,  the  cavalier  Marino,  who 
was  mighty  glad  to  fee  him  ;  and,  to  be  as  ferviceable  as  he 
could,  recommended  him  to  cardinal  Barberini,  who  defired 
to  be  acquainted  with  him  ;  having  no  opportunity  for  it, 
Pouffin  had  no  body  to  aflift  and  encourage  him.  He  could 
fcarce  maintain  himfelf.  He  was  forced  to  give  away  his 
works  for  fo  little,  as  would  hardly  pay  for  his  colours  :  this 
V/as  his  laft  fhift.  However,  his  courage  did  not  fail  ^him; 
}ie  minded  his  ftudies  afliduoufly,  refolving,  whatever  came 
of  it,  to  make  himfelf  mailer  of  his  profeffion  :  he  had  little 
money  to  fpend,  and  that  hindered  him  from  converfing  with 
any  one,  which  gave  him  an  opportunity  to  retire  by  himfelf, 
and  defign  the  beautiful  things  that  are  in  Rome,  as  well 
antiquities  as  the  works  of  the  famous  Roman  painters. 

Though,  when  he  left  France,  he  refolved  to  copy  the 
pictures  of  the  greateft  matters,  yet  he  exercifcd  himfelf  very 
little  that  way.  He  thought  it  enough  to  examine  them  well, 
to  make  his  refle<Etions  upon  them,  and  that  which  he  fhould 
do  more,  would  be  fo  much  time  loft  ;-  but  he  had  another 
opinion  of  the  antique  figures.  He  defigned  them  with  care, 
and  formed  fo  high  an  idea  of  them  in  his  mind,  that  they 
were  his  principal  objeds,  and  he  employed  himfelf  intir^ 
to  the  ftudy  of  them.  He  was  convinced  that  the  fource  of 
every  beauty  and  every  grace  rofe  from  thofe  excellent  pieces, 
and  that  the  antrent  fculptors  had  drained  nature  to  render 
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their  figures  the  admiration  of  pofterity.  His  dofe  friend* 
fhip  with  two  fculptors,  I'Algarde  and  Francis  Flamand,  in 
<vhofe  houfe  he  lodged,  ftrengthened,  and  perhaps  begat  his  in- 
clination :  be  it  as  it  will,  he  never  left  it,  and  it  encreafed 
in  bin)  as  he  grew  older,  which  may  be  feen  by  his  works. 

It  is  faid,  he  at  firft  copied  fome  of  Titian's  pieces,  with 
whofe  colouring  and  the  touches  of  his  landikips,  he  wa? 
infinitely  pleafed,  and  endeavoured  to  imitate  themj  to  fet 
off  the  good  gufto  of  defign,  which  he  had  contracted  by  his 
fludy  of  the  antique.  Indeed,  it  is  obfcrvable,  that  his  firft 
pieces  are  painted  with  a  better  gout  of  colours  than  hislaft. 
But  he  foon  fiiewcd,  by  his  performances,  that,  generally 
fpeaklng,  he  did  not  much  value  the  part  of  colouring,  or 
thought  he  knew  enough  of  it,  to  make  his  pidures  as  perfe(^ 
as  he  intended.  He  had  ftudied  the  beauties  of  the  antique, 
the  elegance,  the  grand  gufto,  the  corre6tnels,  the  variety 
of  proportions,  the  adjuftments,  the  order  of  the  draperies, 
the  noblenefs,  the  fine  air  and  boldnefs  of  the  heads  ;  the 
manners,  cuftoms  of  times  and  places,  and  every  thing  that 
was  beautiful  in  the  remains  of  the  antique  fciilpture,  to  fuch  ' 
a  degree,  that  one  can  never  enough  admire  the  exaCtnefs 
with  which  he  has  enriched  his  painting;  in  all  thofe  parts  of 

it  [A]. 

He  ufed  frequently  to  examine  the  ancient  fculptures  in 
the  vineyards  about  Rome,  and  this  confirmed  him  more 
and  more  in  the  love  of  thofe  antiquities.  He  would  fpend 
fevcral  days  together  in  making  reflections  upon  them  by 
himfelf,  it  was  in  thefe  retirements  that  he  confidered  the 
extraordinary  effe(Sts  of  nature  with  refpe^Sl  to  landfkips,  that 

£a]  He  might,  if  he  had  fo  pleafed,  Wc  may  with  as  much  reafon  believe, 

have  deceivedlhe  judgment  of  the  pub-  that'if  Pouflin  had  painted  in   frefco 

lie,  as  well  as  Michael  Angelo  did,who,  on  the  ruins  of  an  old  wall,    and  kept 

having  made  a  ftatue  of  Cupid,   broke  any  part  of  it  by  him,  the  world  might 

off  an   arm,    which  he  kept  by  him,  as  eafily  have  been  perfuadcd,  that  his 

»nd  buried  the  reft  of  the  figure  in  a  painting  had  been  the  work  of  fome 

place  which   he  knew  was  to  be  dug  famous  antique  painter,  as  th^y  were 

up.     The  ftatue    being  found,    every  fatisfied  that  Michael  Angelo's  Cupid 

body  took  it  for  antique,  till  Michael  was  a  piece  of  antiquity,  there  was 

Angelo,  applying  the  arm  he  had  by  fuch  ^  conformity   between   PoufSn's 

him  to  the  body  of  the  figure,   con-  paintings,    and  what  have  been  really 

vinccd  the  critics  that  they  were  all  difcovercd  in  that   manner,    and    a^c 

miftaken,  though  they  of  all  men  are  certainly  antiques, 
the  hardeft  to  be  convinced  of  an  error, 

B  4  he 
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he  defigncd  his  animals,  his  diflances,   his  trees,    and  every 
thing  excellent  that  was  agreeable  to  his  gufto. 

Befides  that,  Pouffin  ftudied  the  antique  exa6lly,  he  alfo 
made  curious  obfervations  on  the  works  of  Raphael  and  Do- 
menichino,  who  of  all  painters,  in  his  opinion,  invented  beft, 
defigned  moft  correctly,  and  exprefled  the  paflions  moft  vi- 
goroufly,  three  things  which  Pouflln  efleemed  the  moft  ef- 
fential  parts  of  painting.  He  neglected  nothing  that  could 
render  his  knowledge  in  thefe  three  parts  perfe6l  :  he  was 
altogether  as  curious  about  the  general  expreffion  of  his  fub- 
jec^s,  which  he  has  adorned  with  every  thing  that  he  thought 
would  excite  the  attention  of  the  learned. 

He  left  no  grand  compofitions  behind  him,  and  all  the  rea- 
fon  we  can  give  for  it  is,  that  he  had  no  opportunity  to  do 
them  y  for  we  cannot  imagine  but  it  was  chance  only  that 
made  him  apply  himfelf  wholly  to  eafel  pieces,  of  a  bignefs 
proper  for  a  cabinet,  fuch  as  the  curious  required  of  him. 

Lewis  XlII,  and  monfieur  de  Noyers,  minifter  of  ftate  and 
fuperintendant  of  the  buildings,  wrote  to  him  at  Rome  to 
oblige  him  to  return  to  France  :  he  confented  to  it  with  a 
great  relu£lance.  He  had  a  penfion  alligncd  him,  and  a 
lodging  ready  furnifhed  at  the  Tuilleries.  He  drew  the  pic- 
ture of  the  Lord's  fupper  for  the  chapel  of  the  caftle  of  St. 
Germain,  and  that  which  is  in  the  Jcfuit's  novitiate  at  Pa- 
ris. He  began  the  labours  of  Hercules  in  the  gallery  of  the 
Louvre  :  but  the  fadlion  of  Vouet's  fchool  railing  at  him 
and  his  works,  put  him  out  of  humour  with  his  own  coun- 
try. He  was  alfo  weary  of  the  tumultuous  way  of  living  at 
Paris,  which  never  agreed  with  him  ;  wherefore  he  fecretly 
refolved  to  return  to  Rome,  pretending  he  went  to  fettle  his 
domeftic  affairs  and  fetch  his  wife  :  but  when  he  got  there, 
whether  or  no  he  found  himfelf  as  in  his  center,  or  was 
quite  put  ofFfrom  any  thought  of  returning  to  France  by  the 
deaths  of  cardinal  Richelieu  and  the  king,  which  happened 
about  that  time,  he  never  left  Italy  afterwards. 

He  continued  working  on  his  eafel-pieces,  and   fent  them 

from  Rome  to  Paris,  the  French  buying  them  every  where 

as  faft  as  they  laid  hands  on  them,  if  they  were  to  be  bought 

for  money,  valuing  his  produdllons  as  much  as  Raphael's. 

Pouilin  having  lived  happily  to  his  threefcore  and  eleventh 

year^ 


I 


P  O  U  S  S  I  N. 

year,  died  paralytic  anno  1665.  He  married  Gafper's  fiffcr, 
by  whom  he  had  no  children.  His  eftate  amounted  to  no 
more  than  fixty  thoufand  livres ;  but  he  valued  his  eafe  above 
riches,  and  prefer'd  his  abode  at  Rome,  where  he  lived, 
without  ambition,  to  making  his  fortune  elfewhere  [b].  He 
never  made  words  about  the  price  of  his  pictures  ;  he  put 
down  his  rates  at  the  back  of  the  canvas,  and  it  was  always 
given  him.  He  had  no  difciple.  Moft  painters  efteem  with- 
out imitating  him  :  his  manner  Is  too  inacceflible,  and  when 
once  they  enter  upon  it,  they  cannot  go  through  with  it. 
Pouffin  WRS  born  with  a  great  and  fine  genius  for  painting  ; 
his  early  love  of  the  antique  figures  put  him  upon  ftudying 
them  with  care,  and  by  his  ftudies  heca'^  e  to  the  knowledge 
of  all  their  beauties,  and  of  the  difference  between  them  as 
to  their  goodnefs.  He  was  an  excellent  anatomift,  and  ac- 
quired a  confummate  habitude  of  defign  after  the  antique 
gufts  ;  yet  even  in  his  defigns,  he  did  not  confider  nature, 
as  the  origin  of  all  beauty,  fo  much  as  he  ihould  have  done. 
He  thought  fculpture  was  to  be  preferred  before  her,  tho'  fhe 
is  the  miftrefs  of  all  arts,  and  always  valued  the  imitation  of 
the  ancients  more  than  the  life :  by  this  means  the  naked 
of  his  figures,  in  moft  part  of  his  pidlures,  has  fomewhat 
in  it  refembling  painted  ftone,  and  is  rather  like  the  hardnefs 
of  marble  than  the  delicacy  of  flefli,  full  of  blood  and 
life. 

His  invention  in  hlftorical  and  fabulous  fubje61:s  is  inge- 
nious, as  alfo  his  allegories :  he  preferved  decorum  in  all  of 
them,  efpecialiy  in  his  hcroical  fubje£^s  :  he  introduced  every 
thing  that  could  render  them  agreeable  and  inftrudive  :  he 
exprelTed  them  according  to  their  real  character,  in  joyning 
the  pafiions  of  the  foul  in  particular,  to  the  exprefiions  of 
the  fubje61:s  in  general. 

His  landfkips  are  admirable  for  their  fites  ;  the  novelty  of 
the  obje(5l  which  compofes  them  ;  the  naturalnefs  of  the 
earth  ;  the  variety  of  the  trees,   lightnefs   of  his  touches  ; 

[b]   Bi(hop   Maflini,    who  was  af-  to  fee  him  doit  himfelf,  and  could  not 

•  terwards  a  cardinal,  ftaying  once  on  a  help  faymg,    I  very  muq^   pity  you, 

vifit  to  him  till  it  was  dark,  Pouflin  monfieur  Pouflln,  that  you   have   not 

took,  the  candle  in  his  hand,  lighted  one  fervant.     And   I   pity  you  more, 

him  down  ftairs,  and  waited  upon  him  my  lord,  replied  Pouflin,  that  you  have 

to  his  coach.     The  prelate  was  forry  fo  many. 

and 
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and  in  (hort,  the  fingularity  of  the  matters  that  enter  Into 
the  compofition  :  they  would  have  been  every  way  perfect, 
if  he  had  ftrengthened  them  a  little  more  by  the  local  colours, 
and  the  artifice  of  the  claro  obfcuro. 

When  occafion  offered,  he  adorned  his  pictures  with  ar^ 
chite£lure  :  he  did  it  with  a  fine  gout,  and  his  perfpedtive 
which  he  underftood  to  perfecSlion,  was  exz^ly  regular. 

He  was  not  always  happy  in  the  difpofition  of  his  figures ; 
on  the  contrary,  he  is  to  be  blamed  for  diftributing  them  in 
the  generality  of  his  compofitions  too  much  In  baflb  relievoj 
and  in  the  fame  line ;  his  attitudes  are  not  varied  enough, 
nor  (6  well  contrafted  as  they  might  be. 

His  draperies  in  all  his  pieces  are  commonly  of  the  fame 
iluff,  and  the  great  number  of  his  folds  hinders  the  fimpli- 
city,  which  adds  a  grandeur  to  works.  As  fine  as  his  ge- 
nius was  and  as  extenfive,  it  was  not  fuiEcient  for  all  the 
parts  of  painting.  He  loved  the  antiquities  fo  intirely,  and 
applied  himfelf  to  them  fo  much,  that  he  had  not  time  to 
confider  his  art  in  every  branch  of  it.  He  negle£^ed  colour^ 
ing.  We  may  perceive  by  his  works  in  general,  that  he 
knew  nothing  of  local  colours  and  claro  obfcuro :  for 
which  reafon  almoft  all  his  pi<Slures  have  a  certain  grey  pre- 
dominant in  them,  that  has  neither  form  nor  effed.  Some 
pf  the  pieces  of  his  firfl  manner,  and  fome  of  his  fecond,  may 
however  be  excepted.  Yet  to  examine  the  matter  narrowly, 
we  (hall  find  that  where  any  of  his  colouring  is  good,  he  is 
indebted  for  it  to  what  he  remembred  of  that  part  of  his  art  in 
the  pi6lures  he  copied  after  Titian,  and  was  not  the  efFe^ 
of  any  intelligence  in  the  principles  of  the  Venetian  fchool ; 
in  a  word,  it  is  plain  PoulBn  had  a  very  mean  opinion  of 
colours  [cj.  Indeed  his  colours,  as  they  appear  to  the  fpe£ia- 
tors,  are  nothing  but  general  tints,  and  not  the  imitation  of 
nature,  which  he  feldom  ccnfulted  about  them.  I  fpeak  of 
his  figures,  and  not  of  his  landfkips.  In  the  latter  he 
feems  to  have  confidered  the  natural  colours  more,  and  it  is 
not  difficult  to  guefs  the  reafon  of  it  5  for  not  being  able  to 

[c]  In  his  life  by  Bellori  Feliblen,  were  abandoned  themj  an  undeniable 
there  is  a  lincere  confeffion  that  he  proof  that  he  never  was  maftcr  of  the 
did  not  uwderftand  them,  and  had  as  it     theory  of  colouring, 

find 
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find  out  landfklps  in  the  antique  marble,  he  was  forced  to 
feek  after  it  in  nature. 

As  for  the  claro  obfcuro  he  never  had  any  knowledge  of 
It,  and  if  we  meet  with  it  in  any  of  his  pi£lures,  it  came 
there  purely  by  chance.  Had  he  known  that  artifice  to  be 
one  of  the  moft  efTential  parts  of  painting,  as  well  for  the 
repofe  of  the  fight,  as  to  give  force  and  truth  to  the  whole 
compoijtion  of  a  pidure,  he  would  always  certainly  have 
made  ufe  of  it.  He  would  have  fought  after  a  way  to 
group  his  lights  to  the  beft  advantage  ;  whereas  they  are  fu 
difperfed  in  his  pieces,  that  the  eye  knows  not  where  to 
fix  itfelf.  His  chief  aim  was  to  pleafe  the  eyes  of  the  under- 
ftai>ding,  though  without  difpute  every  thing  that  is  inftruc- 
tive  in  painting,  ought  to  communicate  itfelf  to  the  under- 
ftandlng,  only  by  the  fatisfadtion  of  the  eyes,  by  a  perfect 
imitation  of  nature :  and  this  is  the  whole  duty,  and  ou.r^ht 
to  ^e  the  whole  aim  of  painting. 

PoufTm,  by  negleifting  to  imitate  nature  the  fountain  of 
variety,  fell  often  on  ^^ry  apparent  repetitions  both  in  the 
airs  of  his  heads  and  his  exprefiions.  His  genius  was  rather 
of  a  mafculine,  noble  and  fevere  chara£ler,  than  graceful; 
and  one  may  fee  by  the  works  of  this  very  Painter,  that  there 
may  be  beauty  fometimes  where  there  Is  no  grace. 

His  manner  was  new  and  lingular ;  he  was  the  author  of 
it,  and  we  muft  own  that  in  the  parts  of  his  art  which  he 
pofFeiTed,  his  iHie  was  great  and  heroic  ;  and  that  take  him 
altogether,  he  was  not  only  the  beft  painter  of  his  own 
nation,  but  equalled  the  beft  painters  of  Italy.  Felibien,  p^jj^j  ^ 
who  has  written  the  life  of  this  painter  very  corrc<Stly  and  Pilesr 
at  large,  gives  a  particular  account  of  his  pidurcs,  with 
a  defcriptlon  of  thofe  that  are  moft  efteemed. 

PRICiEUS,  or  Price,  (John)  a  man  of  great 
learning  and  judgment,  was  born  in  England,  and  flourilhed  ^ 

in  the  17th  century.  We  know  but  icw  particulars  of  his 
life.  He  refided  fome  years  at  Paris,  and  publifhed  fome  in  vock, 
books  there  ;  but  left  it  through  difguft  in  1646,  when  he 
returned  to  England.  After  having  travelled  many  years,  he 
retired  to  Florence,  and  there  turned  Roman  catholic.  He 
^kd-at  Rome  ia  1676,  after  having  publiihed  fifveral  books, 

itt 
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in  ^Vh^ch  he  difplayed  vaft  erudition.  He  wrote  notes  onfc- 
veral  parts  of  the  holy  fcriptures  :  but  his  notes  upon  the 
Apology,  and  commentary  upon  the  Metamorphofes,  of 
Apuleius,  are  the  works,  for  which  he  is  chiefly  known. 
The  former  were  publifhed  at  Paris  in  1635,  4to  :  the  latter 
N  at  Tergou  1650,  in,8vo,  and  fells  now  with  us,  though  it 

is  not  eafy  to  fay  for  what  reafon,  at  a  very  extraordinary 
price. 


Prince's 
Worthies  of 
Devonfhire. 
—Wood's 
Athen.  Ox- 
on. — Gen 


PRIDE  AUX  (JoHNj  a  learned  Englifh  bifliop, 
was  born  at  Stowford  in  Devonfhire,  the  1 7th  of  September 
1578.  His  father  being  in  mean  circumftances,  and  having 
a  numerous  family,  our  prelate,  after  he  had  learned  to 
write  and  read,  flood  candidate  for  the  parifh  clerkfliip  of 
Ugborow  near  Harford  :  but  being  difappomted,  a  gentle- 
Dic.invoce.  Woman  of  the  parifti  maintained  him  at  fchool,  till  he  had 
gained  fome  knowledge  of  the  Latin  tongue.  Then  he  tra- 
velled on  foot  to  Oxford,  and  at  firft  lived  in  a  very  mean 
ftation  in  Exeter  college,  doing  fervile  offices  in  the  kitchen, 
and  profecuting  his  ftudies  at  leifure-hours  ;  till  atlaft  he  was 
taken  notice  of  in  the  college,  and  admitted  a  member  of  it 
in  1596.  He  took  the  degrees  in  arts  and  divinity;  was 
greatly  diftinguifhed  by  his  abilities  and  learning  ;  and  after 
having  been  fome  years  fellow,  was  in  1612  chofen  rector  of 
his  college.  In  1 61 5,  he  was  made  regius  profeflbr  of  di- 
vinity, by  virtue  of  which  place  he  became  canon  of  Chrift- 
church,  and  redlor  of  Ewelme  in  Oxfordihire  ;  and  after- 
wards difcharged  the  office  of  vice-chancellor  for  feveral 
years.  In  1641,  he  was  advanced  to  the  bifliopric  of  Wor- 
cefter";  but  by  reafon  of  the  national  troubles,  which  were 
then  commenced,  received  little  or  no  profit  from  it,  and 
became  greatly  impovcrifhed.  For,  adhering  ftedfaftly  to  his 
majefly's  caufe,  and  excommunicating  all  thofe  of  his  diocefe, 
who  took  up  arms  againft  him,  he  was  plundered  and  re- 
duced to  fuch  ftraits,  as  to  be  forced  to  fell  his  excellent  li- 
brary. He  died  of  a  fever  at  Bredon  in  Worccfterfliire,  at 
the  houfe  of  his  fon-in-law  Dr.  Henry  Sutton,  the  30th  of 
July  1650;  leaving  to  his  children  no  legacy,  but  "  pious 
*'  poverty,  God's  bleffing,  and  a  father's  prayers,"  as  the 
words  of  his  will  are.     Cleveland  the  Poet  w/ote  an  elegy 

upon 
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upon  his  d'eath.  He  was  a  man  of  very  great  learning,  and 
of  as  great  humility ;  for  he  irfed  often  to  fay,  after  his  ad^ 
vancement,  "  if  I  could  have  been  clerk  of  Ugborow,  I  had 
"  never  been  bifhop  of  Worccfter."  He  was  the  author  of 
a  great  number  of  works,  written  many  of  them  in  Latin. 

PRIDE  A  UX  (Dr.   Humphrey)   an  EngliOi  di- 
vine  of  excellent  abilities  and  learning,  was -born  at  Pad- 
ftow   in  Cornwall,    the  3d  of  May   1648  :  being  the  third 
fon  of  Edmund  Prideaux,  efq;  by  Bridget  daughter  of  John 
Moyle  of  Bake  in  the  faid  county,  and  aunt  to  the  late  learn- 
ed and    ingenious  Walter   Moyle,  efq;     Being   a  younger    Gen.  Dia:. 
brother,  he  was  defigned  for  the  church  ;  and  after  being   moksTrhis 
initiated  in  the  languages  at  a  private  fchool  or  two  in  Corn-   ion  Edmund 
wall,  he  was  removed  from  thence  to  Weftminfter,  where  ef\f^Llfe 
he  continued  under  the  celebrated  Dr.  Bufby  three  years.  Be-   of  Prideaux, 
ino:  a  kinsr's  fcholar,  he  was  ele<5led  to  Chrift-church  in  Ox-    '74^'  ^^°* 
ford,   entered  a  commoner  in  1668,   and  foon  after  admitted 
ftudent  by  Dr.  Fell.     He  took  a  Bachelor  of  arts  degree  in 
1672,  and  a  mafter's  in  1676:   in  which  year  he  publifhed 
a  commentary  upon  the  infcriptions  on  the  Arundelian  mar- 
bles,  in  folio.     The  title  of  this,  to  which  he  was  appoint- 
ed by  the  univerfity,  runs  thus;  Marmora  Oxonienfia  ex  A- 
rundellianis,  Seldenianis,  alilfque  conflata,  cum  perpetuo  com- 
mentario.     The  Marmora  had  been  publifhed  by  Mr.  Sel- 
don,  in   1629.  4to,  to  which  Mr.  Prideaux  now  made  fe- 
vcral  additions  :   but  his  book  fufFering  mi;ch  in  paffing  thro* 
the  prefs,  a  more  correal  edition  was  undertaken  and  print- 
ed by  Michael  Maittaire,  in  1732,  folio. 

Mr.  Prideaux,  though  he  never  efteemed  this  early  pro- 
duction of  his,  yet  got  great  reputation  by  it  ;  and  being  or- 
dered to  prefent  a  copy  of  it  to  the  lord  chancellor  Finch,  af- 
terwards earl  of  Nottingham,  was  thereby  introduced  to  the 
patronage  of  that  nobleman,  who  foon  after  fent  a  fon  to  be 
his  pupil,  and  in  1679  prefented  him  to  the  redtory  of  St. 
Clements  near  Oxford.  The  fame  year,  he  publiftied  in  4to 
two  tracts  of  Maimonides,  with  a  Latin  verfion  and  notes, 
under  the  title  of,  De  Jure  Pauperis  5c  Peregrin!  apud  Judaeos, 
in  4to.  He  had  lately  been  appointed  Hebrew  le6lurer,  up- 
i^n  the  foundation  of  Dr.  Bufby,  in  the  cQllege  of  Chrift- 

Church; 


,4  P  R  I  1)  E  A  U  X. 

Church  ;  and  his  view  in  printing  thefe  trails  was,  to  intro- 
duce young ftudcnts  in  the  Hebrew  language  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  rabbinical  diale£t. 

About  Midfumnicr,  r68i,  the  lord  chancellor  Finch  be- 
ftowed  on  him  a  prebend  in  the  church  of  Norwich  ;  and  int 
February  1682-3,  he  was  inftituted  into  the  re£lory  of  Bladen 
cum  Capella  de  Woodftock,  in  Oxfordfhire.  He  took  a 
doctor  of  divinity's  degree  at  the  public  a6t,  in  1686  ;  and 
"having  exchanged  his  living  of  Bladen,  for  that  of  Sohara- 
Tony  in  Norfolk,  as  foon  as  the  act  was  over,  he  left  Ox- 
ford, and  fettled  upon  his  prebend  of  Norwich.  He  had  mar- 
ried a  gentlewoman  of  good  family  the  year  before. 

The  papifts  being  now  very  active,  and  "  The  validity  of 
*'  the  orders  of  the  church  of  England,"  being  the  point 
chiefly  objected  to  by  thofe  about  Norwich,  he  publifhed  a 
book  upon  it  in  1688,  which  was  reprinted  in  17 15.  In 
1689,  a  convocation  being  called,  he  publifiied  his  thoughts 
upon  the  fubjed  then  in  difpute,  in  a  '^  Letter  to  a  Friend." 
In  1691,  upon  the  dea^h  of  Dr.  Pococke,  the  Hebrew  pro- 
fefforfhlp  at  Oxford  becoming  vacant,  was  offered  to  Dr. 
Prideaux  ;  but  he  refufed  it,  though  he  afterwards  repented  of 
his  refufal.  In  1697,  ^^  publifhed  the  "  Life  of  Mahomet,'* 
in  8vo.  which  was  To  well  received,  that  three  editions  of  it 
were  fold  the  lirft  year.  This  life  was  only  a  part  of  a  greater 
work,  which  he  had  long  defigned  to  write  ;  and  that  was, 
A  Hiftory  of  the  Saracen  Empire,  and  with  it,  The  Decay 
Preface  to  and  fall  of  Chriftianity  in  the  Eaft  :  but  for  certain  reafons 
the  Life  of  he  dropped  this  defign,  and  only  publifhed  that  part,  which 
contained  the  *'  Life  of  Mahomet  j"  to  which  he  annexed 
a  "  Letter  to  the  Deifts,"  wherein  he  undertook  to  prove  the 
truth  of  chriftianity,  by  contrafting  it  with  the  impoilures  of 
mahometifm. 

In  1702,  he  was  made  dean  of  Norwich.  He  publiftiedy 
"  The  original  Right  of  Tythes,"  **  Diredions  for  Church- 
*'  Wardens,"  and  other  fmali  pieces  for  the  fervice  of  the 
church  :  but  his  great  work  was,  *■'-  The  Connedtion  of  th^ 
*'  Hiftory  ofthe  Old  and  NewTeftament,"  the  iftpartof  which 
was  publi(hed  in  1 7 1 5,  the  2d  in  1 7 1 8.  Both  parts  were  recei- 
ved by  the  public  with  the  greateft  approbation,  and  went  thro' 
eight  editions  at  London,  befides  two  or  three  at  Dublin,  be- 
fore 
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fore  the  end  of  the  year  1720.  This  hiftory  takes  In  the  af- 
fairs of  Egypt*  Aflyria,  and  all  the  other  eaftern  nations,  as 
well  as  the  Jews  ;  and  likewife  thofe  of  Greece  and  Rome^ 
as  far  as  was  neceflary  for  giving  a  diftinft  view  'of  the  com- 
pletion of  the  prophecies,  which  relate  to  the  times  compre- 
hended in  it*  The  author  has  alfo  fet  in  the  cleareft  light 
fome  paflages  of  prophane  hiftory,  which  before  lay  difperfed 
and  buried  in  confufion :  and  there  appears  throughout  the 
whole  work  fuch  an  amiable  fpirit  of  fmcerity  and  candor,  as 
fufficiently  atones  as  well  for  the  few  miftakes  which  efcaped 
his  diligence,  as  for  fome  weaknefles  arifing  from  his  com- 
plexion and  nature.  The  author  of  "  Cato's  Letters,"  had 
certainly  no  prejudices  in  favor  of  Dr.  Prideaux,  or  of  his 
work  ;  yet  he  fliles  it,  "A  body  of  univerfal  hiftory,  written  cato's  Let- 
*'  with  fuch  capacity,  accuracy,  induftry,  and  honefty,  as  ^^"»  "°*^*^* 
*'  make  it  one  of  the  beft  books  that  ever  came  into  the  world,  j^j,,^  *  ^ 
**  and  ftiew  hina  to  be  one  of  the  greateft  men  in  it.  No 
**  book  was  ever  more  univerfally  read  and  approved  :  it  is, 
*'  indeed,  a  great  public  fervice  done  to  mankind,  and  intitles 
**  the  author  to  the  higheft  public  gratitude  and  honor.  But 
*'  though  I  never  faw  any  great  work,  Vo  which  I  found 
*'  fewer  ohje<Sl:Ions,  yet  as  a  memorable  proof  how  infepara- 
*'  bly  miftakes  and  prejudices  cleave  to  the  mind  of  man,  the 
*'  great  and  candid  Dr.  Prideaux  is  not  without  them.  I 
*'  therefore  do  not  upbraid  him  with  them,  but  rather  admire 
*'  him  for  having  fo  few.  There  are,  however,  fome  of  his 
*'  theological  obfervations,  which  feem  to  me  not  only  ill- 
"  grounded,  but  to  have  a  tendency  to  create  in  his  readers 
*'  wrong  notions  of  the  Deity,  and  to  encourage  them  to 
*'  miftake  the  common  accidents  of  life,  and  the  common 
"  events  of  nature,  for  judgments  ;  and  to  apply  them  fuper* 
*•  ftitioufly  as  fuch."  There  are  letters  between  the  dean  and 
his  coufm  Mr.  Moyle,  concerning  fome  paflages  in  this 
*'  Conneflion,  &c."  printed  in  the  "  Miicellaneous  Works" 
of  the  latter. 

He  had  hccn  feized  with  the  calamitous  diftempcr  of  the 
ftone  in  1710,  and  was -cut  for  it  in  1712  j  but  being  unlkil- 
fully  managed  afterwards,  the  parts  became  fo  miferably  man- 
gled and  torn,  that  he  was  obliged  ever  after  to  void  his  urine 
through  the  orifice,  where  the  ftone  was  extracted.     He  was 
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carried  to  London  however,  and,  by  the  affiftance  of  an  able 
furgeon,  recovered  fuch  a  fhare  of  good  health,   as  to  purfuc 
Pr  facet       his  ftudics  :  and  he  tells  us  himfelf,  that,    "though  he  was 
his  "Con-    ''  driven  out  of  the  pulpit,   and  difabled  from  that  duty  of  his 
ncaion,&c.   ci  profeflion,  yet,  that  he  might  not  be  altogether  ufelefs,  he 
"  undertook  his  Conne6tion,  &c."     About  a  year  before  his 
death,  he  was  taken  with  anillnefs,  which  confined  him  wholly 
to  his  chamber:  apd  he  expired  the  i  ft  of  November  1724. 
He  was  tall,  well-built,  and  of  a  ftrong  and  robuft  conftitu- 
tion  :  his  parts  were  very  good,  folid  rather  than  lively  ;   and 
his  judgment  excellent.     As  a  writer,  he  is  clear,  ftrong,  in- 
telligent, and  learned. 

PRIMATICCIO  (Francesco)  an  eminent 
Italian  painter,  was  defcended  of  a  noble  family  in  Bologna, 
His  friends  perceiving  his  ftrong  inclination  for  defign,  per- 
mitted him  to  go  to  Mantua,  where  he  v^^as  fix  years  a  difci- 
ple  to  Julio  Romano.  In  which  time  he  became  fo  fkilful, 
that  he  made  battles  in  ftucco  and  baflb  relievo,  better  than 
any  of  the  young  painters  at  Mantua,  who  were  Julio  Roma- 
no's pupils. 

He  affifted  Julio  Romano  In  executing  his  defigns ;  and' 
Francis  I.  fending  to  Rome  for  a  man  that  underftood  pieces 
in  ftucco,  Primaticcio  was  the  perfon  chofe  for  this  fervice. 
The  king  put  fuch  a  confidence  in  him,  that  he  fent  him  to 
Rome  to  buy  antiques,  in  ^540  ;  and  he  brought  back  one 
hundred  and  fourfcore  ftatues,  with  a  great  number  of  buftos. 
He  had  moulds  made  by  Giacomo  Baroccio  di  Vignola,  of 
the  ftatues  of  Venus,  Laocoon,  Commodus,  the  Tiber,  the 
Nile,  the  Cleopatra  at  Beividere,  and  Trajan^s  pillar,  in  or- 
der to  have  them  caft  in  brafs. 

After  the  death  of  Roflb,  he  fucceeded  him  in  the  place  oP 
fuperintendant  of  the  buildings »  and  in  a  little  time  he  finiftied 
the  gallery,  which  his  predeceftbr  had  begun.  He  brought  ^o 
many  ftatues  of  marble  and  brafs  to  Fontainbleau,  that  it 
Teemed  another  Rome,  as  well  for  the  number  of  the  antiques, 
as  for  his  own  works  in  painting  and  ftucco.  Roger  of  Bo- 
logna, Bafpera  Fontana  Giovanni,  Battifta,  Bagnacavallo, 
and  Nicolas  of  Modena,  were  thofe  he  employed  moft  under 

him. 
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him.  The  (kill  and  diligence  of  the  latter  were  very  ex- 
traordinary. • 
Primaticcio  was  fo  much  efteemed  in  France,  that  nothing 
of  any  confequence  was  done  without  him,  which  had  relation 
to  painting  or  building.  He  dire<51:ed  the  preparations  for  all 
feftivals,  tournaments  and  mafquerades.  He  was  made  abbot 
of  St.  Martyr's  at  Trogei,  and  lived  fo  great,  that  he  was  re- 
fpedled  as  a  courtier  as  well  as  a  painter.  He  and  Roflb 
taught  the  French  a  good  gufto ;  for,  before  their  time,  what 
they  had  done  in  the  arts,  was  very  inconfiderable^  and  had 
fomething  of  the  Gothic  in  it,  Primaticcio  died  in  a  good  old 
age,  having  been  favored  and  careiTed  in  four  reigns. 


De  Piles. 


m  voce. 


P  R  I  O  L  O  (  Benjamint  )  in  Latin  Priolus,  author  of 
an  hiftory  of  France  from  the  death  of  Lewis  XIIL  in  1643  to 
1664,  was  born  at  St.  John  d'Angeli  upon  New- Years-Day 
1602.  Pic  was  defcended  from  the  Priuli  or  Prioli,  anil-  f^^^^'jP^^* 
luflrious  family,  fome  of  which  had  been  doges  of  Venice. 
He  underwent  fome  difficulties  from  lofmg  his  father  and 
mother,  when  he  was  young  ;  but  thefe  did  not  abate  his 
pailion  for  learning,  which  was  fo  flrong,  that  he  ufed  to 
fptfnd  whole  days  and  nights  at  his  books.  He  ftudied  firft  at 
Orthez,  next  at  Montauban,  and  afterwards  at  Leyden*:  in 
which  laft  city  he  profited  by  the  lectures  of  Heinfius  and 
Vollius.  He  went  to  Paris  for  the  fake  of  feeing  and  con- 
fulting  Grotius  ;  and  afterwards  to  Padua,  where  he  learned 
the  opinions  of  Ariftotle  and  other  ancient  philofophers,  un- 
der Cremoninus  and  Licctus.  After  returning  to  France,  he 
went  again  into  Italy,  in  order  to  be  recognized  by  the  houfe 
of  Prioli,  as  one  of  their  relations.  He  devoted  himfelf  to 
the  duke  of  Rohan,  then  in  the  Venetian  fervice,  and  became 
one  of  his  moft  intimate  confidents  ;  but  uncertain  what  his 
fate  would  be  after  this  duke's  death,  he  retired  to  Geneva, 
having  married  three  months  before  a  lady  of  a  very  noble 
family.  The  duke  de  Longueville  drew  him  from  this  re- 
tirement, upon  his  being  appointed  plenipotentiary  from  the 
court  of  France  for  the  treaty  of  Muntler,  as  a  perfon  whofe 
genius  and  councils  might  be  of  fervice  to  him  ;  and  Priolo 
reiided  with  him  a  year  at  Munfler,  where  he  contracted  a 
very  intimate  friendfliip  with  Chigi  the  nuncio,  who  was  af- 
VoL.  X.  C  ttrwards 
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terwards  pope  Alexander  VII.  From  Munfter  he  returned  to 
Geneva,  from  whence  he  went  to  France,  in  order  to  fettle 
at  Paris.  He  ftald  fix  months  in  Lyons,  and  there  had  fre- 
quent conferences  with  cardinal  Francis  Barberini  j  the  efFetSl 
of  which  was,  that  himfelf  and  his  whole  family  abjured  the 
proteflant  religion,  and  immediately  received  the  communion 
from  the  hands  of  the  Cardinal.  However,  he  was  not  long 
eafy  at  Paris  ;  for,  the  civil  war  breaking  out  foon  after,  he 
joined  with  the  male-contents,  which  proved  the  ruin  of  his 
fortune.  He  was  obliged  to  retire  to  Flanders,  his  eftate  was 
confifcated,  and  his  family  baniflied.  Being  afterwards  refto- 
red  to  the  favor  of  his  fovereign,  he  refolved  to  lead  a  private 
life,  and  to  devote  himfelf  to  ftudy.  It  was  at  this  time,  and 
to  divert  his  melancholy,  that  he  wrote,  without  the  leaft 
flattery  or  partiality,  his  hiftory  of  France  in  Latin  :  it  has 
borne  feveral  impreilions,  but  the  beft  edition  is  that  of 
Leipfic,  1686,  in  8vo.  He  was  again  employed  in  negocia- 
tions,  and  fet  out  in  1667  upon  a  fecret  affair  to  Venice  :  but 
did  not  arrive  at  the  end  of  his  journey,  being  feized  with  an 
apoplectic  fit,  of  which  he  died  in  the  archbifliop's  palace  at 
Lyons.  He  leftfeven  children,  who  by  virtue  of  his  name, 
and  their  own  accomplifhments  and  merit,  rofe  to  very 
flouriflilng  circumftances. 

Priolo  was  a  man  of  great  reach  and  uncommon  abilities, 
as  appears  from  his  hiftory.  He  abounded  in  maxims,  which, 
if  not  always  juft,  are  often  diverting.  *'  Man,  he  ufed  to 
"  fay,  poflefles  but  three  things,  the  foul,  body,  and  wealth  ; 
"  and  thefe  are  continually  expofed  to  three  forts  of  en- 
"  fnaring  attacks  or  ambufcades  :  the  foul  to  that  of  divines, 
*'  the  body  to  that  of  phyficians,  and  wealth  to  that  of  coun- 
*'  fellors  and  lawyers." 

Memoirs  of  PRIOR  (  M  AT  T  H  E  w  j  an  eminent  Englifh  poet  and 

stmfiHum-  ftatefman,  was  the  fon  of  Mr.  George  Prior,  a  joiner  and  ci- 

phreys,  efq;  tizcn  of  London  ;  and  was  born  there  the  21ft  of  July,  1664. 

the  ^d  voT.  ^^^  father,  dying  while  he  was  very  young,  left  him  to  the 

of  Prior's  care  of  an  uncle,  a  vintner  near  Charing-Crofs  ;  who  dif- 

LonT.^?-?.  charged  the  truft  repofed  in  him,  with  a  tendernefs  truly  pa- 

— General  temal,  and  at  a  proper  age  fent  him  to  Weftminfter-fchool, 

Diftionary.  ^j^g^g  j^g  diftinguifhcd  himfelf  to  great  advantage.     He  was 

after- 
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afterwards  taken  home  by  his  uncle,  in  order  to  be  bred  to 
his  trade  :  however,  at  leifure  hours  he  purfucd  the  ftudy  of 
the  CJaffics,  on  which  account  he  was  foon  taken  notice  of  by 
the  polite  company,,  who  reforted  to  his  uncle's  houfe.  It 
happened  one  day,  that  ^he  earl  of  Dorfet  and  other  gentle- 
men being  at  this  tavern,  the  difcourfe  turned  upon  a  pafTage 
in  an  ode  of  Horace,  wlio  was  Prior's  favorite  author  ;  and 
the  company  being  divided  in  their  fentiments,  one  of  the 
Gentlemen  faid,  "  I  find  we  are  not  like  to  agree  in  our 
"  criticifms  :  but  if  I  am  not  miftaken,  there  is  a  young  fel- 
"  low  in  the  houfe,  who  is  able  to  fet  us  all  right."  Upon 
which  he  named  Matt.  Prior,  who  being  called  in,  gave  the 
company  the  fatisfaction  thdy  wanted. 

Lord  Dorfet,  exceedingly  ftruck  with  his  ingenuity  and 
learning,  from  that  moment  determined  to  remove  him  from 
the  flation  he  was  in,  to  one  more  fuitable  to  his  fine  parts  and 
accomplifhments  ;  and  accordingly  procured  him  to  be  fent,  in 
1682,  to  St.  John's  College,  in  Cambridge,  where  he  pro- 
ceeded bachelor  of  arts,  in  1686,  and  was  fhortly  after  chofen 
fellow.  During  his  refidfnce  in  the  univerfity,  he  contracS^ed 
z.n  intimate  friendfhip  with  Charles  Montague  of  Trinity 
College,  afterwards  earl  of  Halifax  :  and  Mr.  Dryden  having 
publifhed  in  1686,  his  poem,  called,  "  The  Hind  and  the 
"  Panther,"  our  Poet,  joined  with  Mr.  Montague  in  writing 
that  humorous  piece,  intitled,  "  The  Hind  and  the  Panther 
"  tranfverfed  to  the  ftoiy  of  the  Country-Moufe  and  the  City- 
*'  Moufe,"  which  was  publifhed  in  1687.  Upon  the  Revo- 
lution, he  was  brought  to  court  by  his  great  patron,  the  earl 
of  Dorfet ;  and  by  his  interefl:  introduced  to  bufinefs,  for 
which,  as  well  as  for  poetry,  of  which  he  had  already  given 
noble  fpecimens,  he  was  well  formed.  In  1690,  he  was 
made  fecretary  to  the  plenipotentiaries  in  the  congrefs  at  the 
Hague ;  and  acquitted  himfelf  fo  much  to  the  fatisfaction  of- 
king  William,  that,  in  the  refolution  to  keep  him  near  his 
perfon,  he  appointed  him  a  gentleman  of  his  bedchamber. 
This  fituation  afforded  him  leifure  to  indulge  his  genius  for  *  > 
poetry  ;  and  he  then  compofed  fevcral  of  his  poems.  He  was 
again  employed  as  fecretary  to  the  Englifh  negotiations  at  the 
treaty  of  Ryfv/ick,  in  1697,  having  been  nominated  the  fame 
jear  principal  fecretary  of  f^ate  in  Ireland,     In    1,698,  he 
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went  fecretary  to  the  embafly  in  France  ;  in  which  poft  he 
continued,  during  the  fucceflive  embaflies  of  the  earls  of  Port- 
land and  Jerfey.  While  he  was  in  France,  one  of  the  officers 
of  the  king's  houlliold,  fhevving  him  the  royal  apartments  and 
curiofities  of  Verfailles,  and  among  them  the  paintings  of 
LeBrun,  in  which  the  vi6tories  of  Lewis  XiV.  are  defcribed, 
afked  him,  whether  king  William's  anions  were  to  be  {^tn 
alfo  in  his  palace  ?  "  No,  anfwered  the  Englifli  fecretary, 
*'  the  monuments  of  my  mafter's  actions  are  to  be  feen  every 
"  where  but  in  his  own  houfe. 

In  1699,  he  went  to  king  William  at  Loo  in  Holland, 
whence,  after  a  long  and  particular  audience  with  his  majefty, 
he  departed  by  way  of  the  Hague  for  England,  and  imme- 
diately was  made  under-fecretary  in  the  office  of  the  earl  of 
Jerfey.  In  a  few  days,  being  a  great  favorite  with  the  French 
king,  he  was  ordered  back  to  Paris,  to  affirt  the  ambafiador  in 
the  affair  of  the  partition-treaty  ;  and,  having  difpatched  the  ■ 
bufinefs  to  the  fatisfa^tion  of  both  fovereigns,  returned  with 
great  quicknefs  to  London.  The  fame  year,  he  printed  his 
celebrated  poem,  called.  Carmen  Saeculare.  In  1700,  he 
was  appointed  one  of  the  lords  commiffioncrs  of  trade  and 
plantations,  upon  the  relignation  of  Mr.  Locke  ;  and  was 
ele61:ed  a  reprefentative  for  Eaft-Grinftead  in  SulTex,  in  the 
new  parliament  of  that  year,  where  he  voted  for  im- 
peaching the  feveral  lords,  charged  with  advifmg  the  parti- 
tion-treaty. 

Upon  the  fuccefs  of  the  war  with  France,  after  the  accef- 
fion  of  queen  Anne,  Mr.  Prior  exerted  his  poetical  talent,  in 
honor  of  his  country  :  firft,  in  his  "  Letter  to  Mr.  Boileau, 
*'  on  the  victory  at  Blenheim,  in  1704  ;"  and  again,  in  his 
"  Ode  on  the  glorious  Succefs  of  her  Majefty's  Arms,  in 
"  1706."  Yet  he  afterwards  concurred  with  thofe,  who 
\  flrove  for  a  peace;  and,  in  171 1,  when  the  queen  determi- 
ned to  treat  with  France,  was  pitched  upon  to  carry  her  ma- 
jefty's  demands.  For  this  purpofe,  he  was  appointed  plenipo- 
tentiary to  that  court;  having  been  made  one  of  the  com- 
miffioncrs of  the  cufl:oms  juft  before.  He  was  much  employed, 
and  intimately  concerned,  in  the  bufmefs  of  the  peace  ;  and, 
after  returning,  was  fent  again  to  France  in  Auguft  17 12,  to 
accommodate  fuch  matters,  as  then  remained  \inl'ettled  in  the 

con- 
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cons^refs  at  Utrecht.  From  the  end  of  thif?  month,  he  had  the 
appointments  and  authority  of  an  ambalTador;  and  fo  con- 
tinued as  long  as  queen  Anne  lived,  He  remained  at  Paris 
alfo  in  the  chara£ler  of  a  public  minifler,  fome  months  after 
the  acceffion  of  George  I.  and  then  was  fucceeded  by  the  earl 
of  Stair.  The  great  change,  that  happened  in  the  public  af- 
fairs at  that  time,  occafioned  Mr.  Prior  to  be  detained  in 
France  ;  and  upon  his  arrival  in  England,  the  25th  of  March 
1 7 15,  he  was  immediately  taken  up  by  an  order  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  and  foon  after  examined  by  a  committee  of  the 
privy  council.  On  the  loth  of  June,  Robert  Walpole,  efq; 
moved  the  houfe  for  an  impeachment  againft  him  ;  and  on  the 
17th,  Mr,  Prior  was  ordered  into  clofe  cuftody,  and  no  perfon 
admitted  to  fee  him  without  leave  of  the  fpcaker.  In  1 7 1 7,  an 
'ddi  of  Grace  palTed,  but  he  was  one  of  the  perfons  excepted  out 
of  it ;  however,  at  the  clofe  of  the  year,  he  was  difcharged 
from  his  confinement. 

He  fpent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  retired  from  bufinefs, 
at  Down-Hall,  a  fmall  villa,  in  the  county  of  Efiex.  Having 
finifhed  his  '•  Solomon,  on  the  Vanity  of  the  World,"  he 
made  a  collection  of  all  his  poems,  and  publifhed  them  in  one 
volume  folio,  v/ith  an  elegant  dedication  to  the  prefent  duke 
of  Dorfet.  Some  time  after,  he  formed  a  defign  of  writing 
an  Hiftory  of  his  own  Time  ;  but  had  made  very  little  pro- 
grefs  in  it,  when  a  lingering  fever  carried  him  off,  the  i8th 
of  September  1 721,  in  the  58th  year  of  his  age.  He  died  at 
Wimpole,  then  a  feat  of  the  earl  of  Oxford,  fon  to  the  lord 
treafurer,  not  far  from  Cambridge  ;  and  his  corps  was  inter- 
red in  Weftminfter-Abbey,  where  a  monument  was  erected 
at  his  own  charge,  500I.  having  been  fet  apart  by  him  for  that 
purpofe,  and  an  infcription  put  upon  it,  written  by  Dr.  Ro- 
bert Friend,  mafter  of  Weftminfter-fchool.  After  his  death, 
more  of  his  poems  were  publilhed  ;  and  fmce  came  out,  in 
174O5  "  The  Hiftory  of  his  own  Time,  compiled  from  his 
"  origuial  Manufcripts  :"  a  piece  little  worthy  of  him,  and 
undoubtedly  little  of  it  his. 

It  (hould  be  remembered,  that  he  was  concerned  in  fome  of 
the  firft  papers  of  the  "  Examiner  j"  and  was  fuppofed  to  be 
the  author  of  a  criiicifm  in  it,  upon  a  poem  of  Dr.  Garth  to 
the  earl  of  Godolphin  :  which  criticifm  expofed  him  to  the    * 
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fcverity  of  Mr.  Addifon,  in  the  firft  No.  of  his  "  Whig- 
Examiner." 

Mr.  Prior,  notwithftanding  the  many  high  pofts  and  lucra- 
tive employments  he  had  pofTefled,  died  at  laft  fellow  of  St. 
John's  College  in  Cambridge.  He  was  often  told,  that  a  fel- 
lowfhip  was  too  trifling  a  thing  for  him  to  keep,  and  even  im- 
proper for  his  charader  :  but  he  replied,  that  "  every  thing 
*'  he  had  befides  was  precarious,  and  when  all  failed,  that 
*'  would  be  bread  and  cheefe  ;  on  which  account  he  did  not 
*'  mean  to  part  with  it."  However,  to  make  the  fociety  fome 
amends  for  this  humor,  he  left  them  books  to  the  value  of 
2ool.  to  be  chofen  by  them  out  of  his  Library  ;  and  alfo  his 
picture  done  by  La  Belle  in  France,  which  had  been  a  prefent 
to  him  from  Lewis  XIV. 


Fabric.  Bibl. 
Latin. 


Praefat.  in 
lib.  II. 
Elegant. 


In  Valcfia-] 
nis. 


PRISCIANUS,  an  eminent  grammarian  of  antiquity, 
who  was  born  at  Caefarea,  and  afterwards  went  to  Conftanti- 
nople;  where  he  taught  the  principles  of  his  art,  and  was  in 
higheft  repute  about  the  year  525.  Donatus,  Servius,  and 
Prifcian,  are  called  triumviri,  in  Re  Grammaticaby  Lauren- 
tius  Valla  ;  who  thinks  them  all  excellent,  and  that  none  of 
the  ancients,  who  wrote  after  them  upon  the  Latin  tongue, 
are  fit  to  be  mentioned  with  them.  Prifcian  compofed  a  work 
De  Arte  Grammatica,  which  was  firft  printed  by  Aldus,  at 
Venice,  in  1476  :  it  is  addrefled  to  Julianus,  not  the  empe- 
ror, as  fome  have  erroneoufly  fuppofed,  but  the  conful.  He 
wrote  a  book,  De  Naturalibus  Quaeftionibus,  which  he  dedi- 
cated to  Chofroes,  king  of  the  Perfians.  He  tranflated  Dio- 
nyfius's  Defcription  of  the  World,  into  Latin  verfe :  it  is 
printed  with  the  edition  of  that  author,  at  Oxford  1697,  in 
8vo.  Some  have  pretended,  that  this  grammarian  was  firft 
a  chriftian,  and  afterwards  a  pagan  :  but  there  is  no  foundation 
for  this  opinion.  Hadrianus  Valerius  relates,  that  his  name, 
in  a  very  ancient  and  correct  manufcript,  is  written  Prae- 
fcianus.  A  perfon  who  writes  falfe  Latin,  is  proverbially 
faid    "  to  break  Prifcian'shcad." 


P  R  O  C  L  U  S,  an  eminent  philcfopher  among  the  later 
Fabric.Bibl.   platonifts,  was  born  at  Conftantinoplc  in  the  year  410,  of  pa- 
rents who  were  both  able  and  willing  to  provide  for  his  in- 
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llruc^ion  In  all  the  various  branches  of  learning  and  know- 
ledge. He  was  firft  fent  to  Xanthus,  a  city  of  Lycia,  to  learn 
grammar  ;  from  thence  to  Alexandria,  where  he  was  under 
the  beft  maftcrs  In  rhetoric,  philofophy,  and  mathematics  ; 
and  from  Alexandria  he  removed  to  Athens,  where  he  heard 
the  younger  Plutarch  and  Syrian,  both  of  them  celebrated  phi- 
lor<3phers.  He  fucceeded  the  laft  in  the  re£lor{hip  of  the  Plato- 
nic-fchool  at  Athens  ;  where  he  died  in  the  year  485.  Ma- 
rinus  of  Naples,  who  was  his  fucceflbr  in  the  fchool,  wrote 
his  life  ;  the  firft  perfe6t  copy  of  which  was  p abliihed,  with  a 
Latin  verfionand  notes,  by  Fabricius,  at  Flamburgh  1700,  in 
4to.  and  afterwards  fubjolned  to  his  Bibliotheca  Latina,  printed 
at  London  1703,  in  8vo. 

He  wrote  a  vaft  number  of  works  In  various  ways  ;  many  of 
which  are  loft,  fome  are  publiftied,  and  a  few  remain  ftill  in 
manufcrlpt  only.  Of  the  piibiiflied,  there  are  four  very  ele- 
gant hymns  ;  one  to  the  Sun,  two  to  Venus,  and  one  to  the 
Mufes.  There  are  commentaries  upon  feveral  pieces  of  Plato, 
upon  the  four  books  of  Claudius  Ptolcmasus  dejudiclis  aftro- 
rum,  upon  the  firft  book  of  Euclid's  Elements,  and  upon  He- 
liod's  Opera  &  Dies.  There  are  alfo  works  of  Proclus  upon 
philofophical  and  aftronomlcal  fubje^^ts ;  particularly  the  piece 
de  Sphasra,  which  was  publiflied  1620  in  4to.  by  Bainbridge, 
the  Savilian  profeflbr  of  aftronomy  at  Oxford.  Laftly,  we 
niuft  not  forget  to  mention  his  Argumenta  xviii  adverfus 
Chriftianos  ;  which  though  the  learned  Cave  fuppofed  to  be 
loft,  is  ftill  extant.  Cave,  concluding  too  much  from  the  Hi'ft.  Lite- 
title  of  this  piece,  and  from  what  Suidas  fays  of  Proclus,  was 
led  to  rank  him  with  Celfus,  Julian,  Porphyry,  as  a  profefted 
and  bitter  adverfary  of  chnftianlty  :  whereas  Proclus  only 
attacks  the  chriftians  upon  this  fingle  dogma,  "  whether  the 
'*  world  be  eternal,'*  the  affirmative  of  which,  he  attempts  to 
prove  againft  them  by  thefe  eighteen  arguments.  Joannes 
Philoponus  refuted  thefe  arguments  of  Proclus,  with  eighteen 
arguments  for  the  negative  :  and  both  the  one  and  the  other, 
for  they  are  interwoven,  have  been  printed  more  than  once 
with  Latin  verfions. 

The  chara£terof  Proclus  Is  that  of  all  the  latter  platonifts, 
who  were  in  truth  much  greater  enthufiafts  and  madmen, 
than  the  chriftians  their  contemporaries,  whom  they  reprefen- 
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ted  in  this  light.     Proclus  was  not  reckoned  quite  orlhodox  by 
his  order  :  he  did  not  adhere  fo  religioufly,  as  Julian   and  Por- 
phyry, to  the  do6lrines  and  principles  of  his  mafter  :  <^'  he  had, 
Syftem  T.      ''  ^^y^  Cudworth,  fome  peculiar  fancies  and  whimfies  of  his 
306.  "  own,  and  was  indeed  a  confounder  of  the  Platonic  theology, 

"  and  a  niingler  of  much  unintelligible  ftuff  with  it." 

P  R  O  C  O  P  I  U  S,   an  ancient   Greek    hiftorian,    w&s 
born  at  Casfarea  in  Paleftine,  from  whence  he  came  to  Con- 
Fabric  Bibl.   ftantinople  in  the  time  of  the  emperor  Anaftafius  j    whofe  ef- 
^-Voffiur*   ^^^^  ^^  obtained,   as  well  as  that   of  Juftin  the  firft,  and 
de  Gra.'c.       Juftinian.     His  profellion  was  that  of  a  rhetorician  and  pleader 
k  Va'c^^^  of  caufes.     He  was  advanced   to  be  fecretary  to  Belifarius  ; 
Jugemensfur  and  attended  that  renowned  general  in  the  wars  of  Perfia, 
riens '!&c.      '^^''^c,  and  Italy.     He  afterwards  was  admitted  into  the  fenate, 
and  became  prefedt  or  governor  of  the  city  at  Conftantinople  : 
where  he  feems  to  have  died,  fomewhat  above  fixty  years  of 
age.     He  is  not  a  contemptible  hiftorian  among  the  Bizan- 
tines.     His  hiftory  contains  eight  books  :   two  ofthe  Perfian 
war,  which  are  epitomized  by  Photius,  in  the  63d  chapter  of 
his  Bibliotheca  ;  two,  of  the  wars  of  the  Vandals  ;  and  four, 
of  that  of  the  Goths  :  of  all  which  there  is  a  kind  of  abridg- 
ment, in  the  preface  of  Agathias,  who  began  hi>i.  hiftory  where 
Procopius  left  off.     Befides  thefe  eight  books,   Suidas  men- 
tions a  ninth,  which  comprehends  matters  not  before  pub- 
lifhcd,  and  is  therefore  called  his  ccvsk^oto,^  or  inedita.     VoiEus 
thought,  that  this  book  was  loft;  but  it  has   fmce  been  pub- 
lifhed,  and  gone  tbroui2;h  many  editions.     Many  learned  men 
have  been  ot  opinion,  that  this  is  a  fpurious  work,  and  falfely 
afcribed  to  Procopius  ;  and  cannot  be  perfuaded,  that  he,  who 
in  the  eight  books  reprefented  Juftitiian,  Theodora,  and  Beli- 
farius in  a  very  advantageous  light,  ftiould  in   this  ninth  have 
made  fuch  a  colle6tion  of  particulars  in   their  disfavor,   as  a- 
mounts  to  nothing  lefs  than  an  inventive  ;   and  Le  Vayer  was 
fo  fenfibly  affeded  with  this  argument,   that  he  declares   all 
Procopius's  hiftory  to  be  ridiculous,   if  ever  fo  little  credit  be 
given  to  the  calumnies  of  this   piece.     P'abricius,  however, 
.-     ,        fees  no  reafon,  why  this  fecret  hiftory  may  not  have  been  writ- 
AttiA  II.     ten  by  Procopius ;  and  he  produces  feveral  examples,  and  that 
6.&XIV.I7*  q£  Cicero  amongft  them,  to  fhew  that  nothing  has  been  more 
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ufual,  than  for  writers  to  allow  themfelves  a  certain  fatirlcal 
way  of  treating  things  and  perfons  in  thefe  private  pieces, 
and  very  different  from  the  manner  they  would  ufe  in  what 
was  defigncd  for  public  reading.  There  is  another  work  of 
Procopius,  il'iW  extant,  intitled  Krtc-/y.ara,  five  de  aedificiis 
conditis  vel  reftauratis  aufpicio  Juftiniani  Imperatoris  libri  vi. 
which,  with  his  eight  books  of  hiftory,  were  firft  publifhed 
in  Greek  by  Hoefchelius  in  1607  ;  for  the  book  of  anec- 
dotes, though  publifhed  in  1624,  was,  not  added  to  thefe, 
till  the  edition  of  Paris  1662  in  folio,  when  they  were  all 
accompanied  with  Latin  verfions. 

The  learned  have  been  much  divided,  nor  are  they  yet  a- 
greed,  about  the  religion  of  Procopius  :  fome  contending 
that  he  was  an  heathen,  fome  that  he  was  a  chriftian,  and 
fome  that  he  was  both  heathen  and  chriftian  :  of  which  lafl 
opinion  was  our  learned  Cave.  Le  Vayer  declares  for  the  Hift,  Lit. 
paganifm  of  Procopius,  and  quotes  the  following  pafTage  ^°^-  ^* 
from  his  firft  book  of  the  wars  with  the  Goths  ;  which,  he 
fays,  is  fufficient  to  undeceive  thofe,  who  confidered  him  as 
a  chriftian  hiftorian.  "  I  will  not  trouble  myfelf,"  fays  he, 
fpeaking  of  the  diiTcrent  opinions  of  chriftians,  "  to  relate 
*'  the  fubjedt  of  fuch  controverfies,  although  it  is  not  un- 
'*  known  to  mc,  becaufe  I  hold  it  a  vain  defire  to  compre- 
"  hend  the  divine  nature,  and  underftand  what  God  is.  Hu- 
''  man  wit  knows  not  the  things  here  below  :  how  then  can 
"  it  be  fatisfied  in  the  fcarch  after  divinity  ?  I  omit  there- 
"  fore  fuch  vain  matter,  and  which  only  the  credulity  of  man 
"  caufes  to  be  refpedcd  :  content  with  acknowledging,  that 
"there  is 'one  God  full  of  bounty,  who  governs  us,  and 
'*  whofe  power  ftrelches  over  the  univerfe.  Let  every  one 
"  therefore  believe  what  he  thinks  fit,  whether  he  be  a  prieft 
"  and  tied  to  divine  worfhip,  or  a  man  of  a  private  and  fe- 
"  cular  condition."  Fabricius  fees  nothing  in  this  inconfift- 
ent  with  the  foiindnefs  of  chriftian  belief,  and  therefore  is 
not  moved  by  this  declaration,  which  appeared  fo  decifive 
to  Le  Vayer  and  other  learned  men,  to  think  at  all  amifs  of 
Procopius's  chriftianity.  This  however,  whatever  the  real 
cafe  may  be,  feems  to  have  been  allowed  on  all  fides,  that - 
Procopius  was  at  leaft  a  chriftian  by  name  and  profeflion  ; 
and  that,  if  his  private  perfuafion  was  not  with  chriftians,  he 
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conformed  to  the  public  worfliip,  in  order  to  be  well  with 
the  emperor  Juftinian. 

As  an  hiftorian,  he  deferves  an  attentive  reading ;  and  ef- 
peclally  on  this  account,  that  he  has  written  of  things, 
which  he  knew  with  great  exactnefs.  Suidas,  after  he  had 
given  him  the  furname  of  Illuftrious,  calls  him  rhetorician 
and  fophifter ;  as  indeed  he  feems  to  have  been  too  much 
for  an  hiftorian.  He  is  copious  ;  but  his  copioufnefs  is  rather 
Afiatic  than  Athenian,  and  has  in  it  more  of  fuperfluity  than 
true  ornament. — It  may  not  be  improper  to  mention,  that 
Grotius  made  a  Latin  verfion  of  Procopius's  two  books  of 
the  wars  with  the  Vandals,  and  of  the  four  books  of  the 
wars  with  the  Goths :  a  good  edition  of  which  was  publilh- 
ed  at  Amfterdam  in  1655,   8vo. 
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PROPERTIUS  (Sextus  Aurelius)  an  an- 
cient Roman  poet,  was  born  at  Mevania,  a  town  in  Umbria  ; 
as  we  learn  from  his  own  writings.  Some  fay,  his  father 
was  a  knight,  and  a  man  of  confiderable  authority  ;  who, 
fiding  with  Lucius  Antonius  upon  the  taking  Perufium,  was 
made  prifoner  and  flain,  by  Auguftus's  order,  at  the  altar 
eredled  to  Julius  Caefar  :  when  his  eftate  was  forfeited  of 
courfe.  This  muft  have  happened  when  our  poet  was  very 
young  ;  and  he  alludes  to  it  pretty  manifeftly  in  one  of  bis 
elegies,  where  he  laments  the  ruin  of  his  family,  in  that  early ' 
feafon  of  his  life.  His  wit  and  learning  foon  recommended 
him  to  the  patronage  of  Mecasnas  and  Gallus  ;  and  among 
the  poets  of  his  time,  he  was  very  intimate  with  Ovid,  Ti- 
bulks,  BafTus  and  Ponticus.  Ovid  was  often  prefent  at  his 
friend's  rehearfals  : 


Saepe  fuos  folitus  rccitare  Propertius  ignesy 
Jure  fodalitii  qui  mihi  jun6lus  erat. 

We  have  no  accounts  of  the  circumftances  of  his  life,  or 
the  manner  of  his  death  :  only  he  mentions  his  making  a 
journey  to  Athens,  probably  in  company  with  his  patron  Me- 
caenas,  who  attended  Auguftus  in  his  progrefs  through  Greece. 
It  is  certain  he  died  young,  thofe  that  make  him  live  the 
longeft  carrying  his  age  no  higher  than  forty  one  :  and  from 

the 
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the  lines  of  Ovid  juft  quoted,  we  find  he  had  then  been  dead 
fome  time.  His  birth  happened  but  a  few  years  before 
Ovid's,  who  was  born  about  the  year  of  Rome  710  :  and 
Lucius  Antonius  was  defeated  in  7  14,  when  Propertius  was 
very  young :   not  to  mention,  that  the 

Jure  fodalltii  qui  mihi  juntSlus  erat 

properly  exprefles  that  familiarity,  which  may  be  fuppoled 
between  perfons  nearly  of  the  fame  age.  His  miftrefs  Hoftia, 
whom  he  celebrates  under  the  name  of  Cynthia,  is  his  con- 
ftant  theme  ;  and  Martial  fays,  (he  and  the  poet  were  equally 
beholden  to  each  other  :  fhe,  for  being  immortalized  In  his 
writings;  he,  for  being  animated  by  her  with  that  noble  paf- 
fion,   which  made  him  write  fo  well. 

Cynthia,  facundi  carmen  juvenile  Properti, 
Accepit  famam,  nee  minus  ilia  dedit. 

He  had  a  houfe  at  Rome  on  the  Efquiline  hilL 
The  great  obje(Si:  of  his  imitation  was  Callimachus  :  Mim- 
nermus  and  Philetas  were  two  others,  whom  he  Ukewife  ad- 
mired and  follov^^ed  in  his  elegies.     Quintilian  tells  us,  that   juft.Orator. 
Propertius  difputed  the  prize  with  TibuIIus,   among  the  Cri-   Lib.  x.  c.  i. 
tics  of  his  time  :  and  the  younger  Pliny,  fpeaking  of  Paflie- 
nus,  an   eminent  and  learned  elegiac  poet  of  his  acquaint- 
ance, fays,  that  this  talent  was  hereditary  and  natural  ;   for 
that  he  was  a  defccndant  and  countryman  of  PROPER- 
TIUS.    If  Propertius  was  inferior  to  Tibullus  and  Ovid,    ^P'^* 
which  however  is  not  clear,   it  muft  be  remembered,   that 
he  gave  the  firff  fpecimen  of  this  way  of  writing ;   and  that 
the  others  had  the  advantage  of  improving  upon   him.     In 
the  mean  time,  without  attempting  to  fettle  the  degrees, 
where  all  are  excellent,  nothing  can   be  more  pure,   more 
elegant,   more  correct,  than  the  poetry  of  Propertius  :  and 
this  is  allowed  by  all  the  ancients  and  all  the  moderns. 

He  is  printed  with  almoft  all  the  editions  of  Tibullus  and 
Catullus :  but  the  beft  edition  of  him  is  that,  which  was 
given  feparately  of  him  by  Janus  Brouckhufius  at  Amfterdam 
1702,  in  4to.  and  again  in  iji^y  410.  cum  curis  fecundis 
ejufdem. 
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P  R  O  T  O  G  E  N  E  S,  the  famous  ancient  painter,  who 
was  a  native  of  Caunas,  a  city  of  Caria,  fubje£t  to  the  Rho- 
dians:  who  was  his  father  or  his  mother  is  not  known  ;  but 
it's  probable  enough  he  had  no  other  mafter  than  the  public 
pieces  that  he  faw,  and  perhaps  his  parents  being  poor  could 
not  be  at  any  fuch  expence  for  his  education  in  the  art,  as 
was  cuftomary  at  that  time.  'Tis  certain  he  was  obliged 
at  firft  to  paint  fhlps  for  his  livelihood  :  but  his  ambition 
was  not  to  be  rich,  his  aim  being  folely  to  be  mafter  of  his 
profeffion  ;  for  this  reafon  he  lived  a  retired  life,  that  he 
V  might  not  be  difturbed  in  thofe  ftudies,   which  he  conceived 

to  be  necefTary  for  the  perfedlon  of  his  art. 

He  finifhed  his  pictures  with  too  great  care  :  Apellcs  faid 
of  him,  he  knew  not  when  he  had  done  well,  or  how  to  get 
away  his  work,  and  by  dint  of  labour  lefTened  its  beauty 
and  fatigued  his  mind.  He  was  more  for  truth  than  verifi- 
mility  in  painting ;  v/hereby,  exacting  more  of  his  art  than 
he  ought,  he  drew  lefs  from  her  than  he  might  have  done. 

The  fineft  of  his  pieces  was  the  picture  of  Jalifus,  men- 
tioned by  feveral  authors,  without  giving  any  defcription  of  it, 
or  telling  us  who  this  Jaliius  was  :  fome  perfons  fuppofe  him 
to  have  been  a  famous  hunter,  and  the  founder  «f  Rhodes. 

For  feven  years  that  Protogenes  worked  on  this  pidure, 
all  his  food  was  lupines  mixed  with  a  little  water,  which 
ferved  him  both  for  meat  and  drink  [a].  He  was  of  opinion 
that  this  fimple  and  light  nourifhment  would  leave  him  the 
freedom  of  his  fancy.  Apelles  feeing  tliis  piece,  was  fo 
ftruck  with  admiration,  that  he  could  not  fpeak  a  word, 
having  no  exprellion  to  anfwer  the  idea  of  the  beauty  of  the 
pi6ture  which  he  had  formed  in  his  mind.  It  was  this  fame 
pidure  that  faved  the  city  of  Rhodes,  when  befieged  by  king 
Demetrius  [b]  ;  for  not  being  able  to  attack  it  but  on  that 

[a]  After  feven  years  fpent  upon  it,  this   luckily  produced  by  chance  what 

he  remained   ftiU  difTatisfied  and  cha-  his    art  could  not  effe£l. — The  fame 

grined,    becaufe  having  reprefented  in  good  luck,  'tis  faid,  happened  to  Ne- 

*  it  a  dog  panting  and  out  of  breath,  he  ocles  the  painter,  with  the  foam  of  a 

was  not  able  to  draw  the  foam  at   his  horfe. 
mouth,    which  vexed  him   to  fuch  a  [b]  Of  Macedon,  who  befieged  this 


degree,    that    he   threw    his    fponge      city  Anno  ante  Chriftum  CCCJV. 
againft  it  in  order  to  efface  it  3    but 


fide 
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fide  where  Protogenes  worked,  which  he  intended  to  burn, 
that  it  might  fet  fire  to  the  reft  of  the  town,  he  chofe  rather 
to  abandon  his  hopes  of  conqueft,  than  to  deftroy  fo  fine  a 
piece  as  that  of  Jalifus  [cj. 

Protogenes's  work-houfe  was  in  a  garden  in  the  fuburbs  of 
Rhodes,  near  the  camp  of  the  enemy,  yet  the  noile  of  arms 
could  not  diftra£t  him  in  his  labours.  The  king  fending  for 
him,  and  afking  him  "  with  what  affurance  he  could  work 
*'  in  a  city  that  was  befieged  ?  He  replied,  that  he  under- 
ftood  the  war  his  majefly  had  undertaken,  was  againft  the 
Rhodians,  and  not  againft  the  arts.  Demetrius  was  fo 
pleafed  with  this  anfwer,  that  he  ordered  fome  foldiers  to  be 
his  guard,  and  was  glad  that  by  this  means  he  could  fave  fo 
(kilful  a  hand. 

Aulus  Gellius  reports,  that  the  Rhodians,  during  the  frege, 
fent  ambaffadors  to  Demetrius,  to  pray  him  to  fave  the  pic- 
ture of  Jalifus,  reprefenting  that  if  he  was  victorious,  it 
might  ferve  to  adorn  his  triumph  ;  and  if  he  was  forced  to 
raife  the  fiege,  he  might  not  be  blamed  for  turning  his  arms 
againft  Protogenes  when  he  could  not  conquer  the  town. 
The  king  hearing  them  out,  liked  the  meffage  fo  well,  that 
he  drew  oft'  his  army,  and  by  this  means  faved  both  the 
pi<5lure  of  Jalifus  and  the  city  of  Rhodes. 

Every  body  knows  the  ftory  of  the  conteft  between  our 
painter  and  the  celebrated  Apelles.  This  latter  hearing  of 
the  reputation  of  Protogenes,  went  to  Rhodes  on  purpofe  to 
fee  his  works.  On  his  arrival  there,  he  found  in  the  houfe 
no  body  but  an  old  woman  ;  who,  afking  his  name,  he 
anfwer'd,  I  am  going  to  write  It  upon  the  canvas  that  lies 
here,  and  taking  his  pencil  with  colour  on  it,  he  defigned 
fomething  with  extreme  delicacy,  Protogenes  coming  home, 
the  old  woman  told  him  what  had  pafted,  and  ihew'd  him 
the  canvas  ;  who  then  attentively  obferving  the  beauty  of  the 
lines,  faid  it  was  certainly  Apelles  that  had  been  there,  be- 
ing adured  that  no  one  elfe  was  able  to  draw  any  thing  fo 
fine  ;  then  taking  another  colour,  he  drew  on  thofe  lines  an 
outline  more  corre6l  and  more  delicate  ;  after  which  he  went 

_  [c]  'Tis  fliid  that,  in  order  to  prefcrve      one,  the  other  might  appear  quite  frefh, 
it,  he   covered   it  with  four  layers  of      and  fo  on, 
colours,  that  when  time  ihould  efface 

out 
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out  again,  bidding  the  old  woman  fhew  that  to  the  peiTon 
that  had  been  there,  if  he  returned,  and  tell  him  that  was 
the  man  he  enquired  for.  Apelles  returning,  and  being 
afhamed  to  fee  himfelf  outdone,  takes  a  third  colour,  and 
among  the  lines  that  had  been  drawn,  lays  fome  with  fo 
much  judgment,  and  fo  wonderfully  fine,  that  it  took  in  all 
the  fubtlety  of  the  art.  Protogenes  faw  thcfe  in  his  turn, 
and  confefling  that  he  could  not  do  better,  gave  over  the  dif- 
pute,   and  ran  in  hafte  to  find  out  Apelles. 

Pliny,  who  tells  this  ftory,  fays  he  faw  this  piece  of  can- 
vas before  it  was  confumed  in  the  fire  that  burnt  down  the 
emperor's  palace  ;  that  there  was  nothing  upon  it,  but  fome 
lines,  which  could  fcarcc  be  diilinguifhed  ;  and  yet  this  frag- 
ment was  more  valued  than  any  of  the  pidlures  among  which 
it  was  placed.  The  fame  author  goes  on  to  relate,  that 
Apelles  afking  this  rival  what  price  he  had  for  his  pictures, 
and  Protogenes  naming  an  inconfiderable  fum,  according  to 
the  fad  fortune  of  thofe  who  are  obliged  to  work  for  their 
bread  ;  Apelles,  concerned  at  the  injuftice  done  to  the  beauty 
of  his  productions,  gave  him  fifty  talents  [d]  for  one  picture 
only,  declaring  publickly,  that  he  would  make  it  pafs  and  fell 
it  for  his  own.  This  generofity  opened  the  eyes  of  the  Rho- 
dians  as  to  the  merit  of  Protogenes,  and  made  them  get  the 
pi(5lure  Apelles  had  bought  out  of  his  hands,  paying  down  a 
much  greater  price  for  it  than  he  had  given. 

Pliny  alfo  informs  us  that  Protogenes  was  a  fculptor  as 
well  as  a  painter.  He  flourifhed  about  the  CXVIII  olympiad, 
and  CCCVIII  years  before  Chrift.  Quintilian  obferving  the 
talents  of  fix  famous  painters,  fays,  Protogenes  excelled  in 
exactnefs,  Pamphilus  and  Melanthus  in  the  difpofition,  An^ 
tiphilus  in  eafinefs,  Theon  the  Samian  in  fruitfulnefs  of 
ideas,  *and  Apelles  in  grace  and  ingenious  conceptions, 

PRUDENTIUS  (QyiNTUs  Aurelius)  an  ancient 

Bayle'sDia.  chriftian  poet,    was  born  in   Spain   in   the  year    348 ;    but 

DJpin""'      whether  he  was  a  native  of  Calahorra,   Saragofia,    or  fome 

Cave,  Tiiie-   oiher  city  of  that  country,  is  difputed.     He  was  brought  up 
mont,  &c, 

[d]    Equivalent  to   io,oco  I.    fter-      had  twice  as  much  for.  his  own  pieces. 
Jing,  a  fum  large  enough  to  be  incre-       Pliny, 
dible,  were  we   not  tuld  that  ApcUts 

a  law- 
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a  lawyer  ;  and  being  called  to  the  bar,  was  afterwards  made 
a  judge  in  two  confiderable  towns.  Then  he  was  pro- 
moted by  the  emperor  Honorius  to  a  very  high  office,  but 
not  to  the  confulate,  as  fome  have  falfely  imagined.  He 
was  fifty  feven  years  of  age,  before  he  refolved  to  mind  the 
things  relating  to  his  falvation  j  and  then  he  began  to  em- 
ploy his  mufe  upon  holy  fubjedts.  His  poetry  Is  not  extra- 
ordinary, and  {hews  more  of  religious  zeal,  than  of  either 
genius  or  art.  He  often  ufeth  harfh  expreffions,  not  recon- 
cileable  to  pure  latinity  :  and  he  is  often  guilty  of  falfe 
quantity.  His  poetical  works,  to  which  he  chiefly  give 
Greek  titles,  are,  Prychomachia,  or  "  The  Combat  of  the 
'*  Soul  ',**  Cathemerinon,  or  *■'  Poems  concerning  each 
"  day's  duty  ;"  iTfp*  rTj^awj/,  or  "  Hymns  in  praife  of  Mar- 
*'  tyrs  ;"  Apotheofis,  or  '*  Treatifes  upon  Divine  Subjects, 
*'  againft  Jews,  Infidels  and  Heretics  ;"  Hamartigenia,  or 
"  concerning  Original  Sin  againfl  Marcion  ;'*  Two  books 
againft  Symmachus  ;  Diptychon,  or  "  fome  Hiftories  of  the 
*'  Old  and  New  Teftament  in  Diflichs."  The  two  books 
againft  Symmachus  oppofe  idolatry.  In  the  firft,  is  fhewed 
the  original  and  hafenei's  of  falfe  deities,  with  an  account 
of  the  converfion  of  the  city  of  Rome  :  in  the  fecond,  the 
petition,  which  Symmaclius  prefented  to  the  emperors,  to 
obtain  the  re-eftablifhment  of  the  altar  of  vicSlory  and  other 
ceremonies  of  the  Pagan  religion,  is  anfwered.  Thefe  books 
were  written  before  the  victory  gained  over  Radagaifus  in 
405,  and  after  that,  which  Stilico  won  over  Alaric  near 
Pollentia  in  402  :  for  he  mentions  the  latter,  and  fays  no- 
thing of  the  former,  though  his  fubjedt  required  it. 

The  time  of  Prudentius's  death  is  not  mentioned.  His 
works  were  publiflied  by  Aldus  at  Venice  in  1502,  4to. 
and  that  edition  has  been  followed  by  many  others.  Jv  va- 
riorum edition  was  publifiied  by  Weitzius  at  Hanaw  in 
1613  :  another,  with  the  notes  and  corrections  of  Nicholas 
Heinfius,  at  Amfterdam  in  1667,  i2mo.  neatly  printed  by 
Daniel  Elzevir  :  and,  laftly,  another  in  ufum  delphini,  by 
father  Chamillard,   at  Paris  1687,  4to.  ' 

PR  Y  N  N  E  (William)  an  eminent  Englifn  lawyer, 
who  was  much  diftinguifhed  in  the  civil  commotions  under 

Charles 
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PR  Y  N  ]vr  K. 
Charles  I.  was  born  at  Swainrwick,  Somerfetflilre,  in  the 
year  1600  ;  and  educated  at  a  grammar  fchool  in  the  city  of 
Bath.  He  became  a  commoner  of  Oriel  college  Oxford  in 
1616  ;  and,  after  taking  a  bachelor  of  arts  degree  in  1620, 
removed  to  Lincoln's-Inn,  where  he  ftudied  the  law,  and 
was  made  fucceffively  barriffer,  bencher  and  reader.  At  his 
firft  coming  to  that  Inn,  he  was  a  great  admirer  and  follower 
of  Dr.  John  Preflon,  an  eminent  puritan,  who  was  ledurer 
there ;  and  he  publifiied  feveral  books  againft  what  he 
thought  the  enormities  of  the  age,  and  concerning  the  doc- 
trine and  difcipline  of  the  church.  His  Hiftriomaftix,  which 
came  out  in  1632,  giving  great  oftence  to  the  court,  he 
was  committed  prifoner  to  the  Tower  of  London  ;  and,  in 
1633,  Sentenced  by  the  flar- chamber,  to  be  fined  5000I.  to 
the  king,  expelled  the  univerfity  of  Oxford  and  Lincoln's- 
Inn,  degraded  and  difenabled  from  his  profeflion  of  the  law, 
to  ftand  in  the  pillory  and  lofe  his  ears,  to  have  his  book 
publicly  burnt  before  his  face,  and  to  remain  prifoner  during 
life.  Prynne  was  certainly  here  dealt  with  inju.iouily:  for 
Mr.  Whitelocke  obferves,  that  this  book  v/as  licenfed  by 
archbifliop  Abbot's  chaplain  :  but  "  being  againft  plays, 
"  and  a  reference  in  the  table  of  the  book  to  this  effe^, 
"  Women- Actors  notorious  Whores^  relating  to  fome  women- 
"  a<5lors  mentioned  in  bis  book,  as  he  afHrmeth,  it  happened, 
"  that  about  fix  weeks  after  this,  the  queen  ad^ed  a  part  in 
*'  a  paftoral  at  Somerfet-houfe  ;  and  then  archbifhop  Laud  and 
"  other  prelates,  whom  Prynne  had  angered  by  fome  books 
'^  of  his  againft  arminianifm,  and  againft  the  jurifdi6lion  of 
"  biftiops,  and  by  fome  prohibitions  which  he  had  moved, 
''  and  got  to  the  high-commiflion  court ;  thefe  prelates  and 
"  their  inftruments,  the  next  day  after  the  queen  had  adled 
"  her  paftoral,  fhewed  Prynne's  book  againft  plays  to  the 
"  king,  and  that  place  in  it,  Women-Actors  notorious  Whores  : 
*'  and  they  informed  the  king  and  queen,  that  Prynne  had 
**  purpofely  written  this  book  againft  the  queen  and  her  paf- 
*'  toral ;  whereas  it  was  publifhed  fix  weeks  before  that 
"  paftoral  was  aded." 

After  the  fentence  upon  Prynne  was  executed,  as  it  was 
rigoroufly  enougti  in  May  1634,  he  was  remitted  to  prifon. 
In   1635,   1636,  and    1637,   he   publifbed   feveral  books  ; 

parti- 
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particularly  one  intitled,  *'  News  from  Tpfwlch,"  in  which 
he  refle6lecl  grofsly  on  the  archbifliop  and  other  bifhops. 
For  this  he  was  fentenced  in  the  Star-Chamber,  in  June 
1637,  to  be  fined  50C0I.  to  the  king,  to  lofe  the  remainder 
of  his  ears  in  the  pillory,  to  be  branded  on  both  cheeks  with 
the  letters  S.  L.  for  a  fchifmatical  Libeller,  and  to  be  per- 
petually imprifoncd  in  Caernarvon  caftle.  This  fentence 
was  executed  in  July  ;  but  in  January  following  he  was  re- 
moved to  Mount  Orgueil  caflle  in  the  ifle  of  Jerfey,  where 
he  extrcifed  his  pen  in  writing  feveral  books.  In  November 
164c,  an  order  was  ifl'ued  out  by  the  houfe  of  commons  for 
his  releafement  from  prifon  ;  and  the  fame  month  he  entered 
with  great  triumph  into  London.  He  was  foon  after  ele£led 
a  member  of  parliament  for  Newport  in  Cornwall,  and  op- 
pofed  the  bifhops,  efpecially  the  archbiftiop,  with  great  vi- 
gour both  by  his  fpeeches  and  writings;  and  was  the  chief 
manager  of  that  prelate's  trial.  In  1647,  he  was  one  cf 
the  parliamentary  vifitors  of  the  univerfity  of  Oxford. 

During  his  fitting  in  the  long  parliament,  he  was  very 
zealous  for  the  prefbyterian  caufe  j  and  when  the  indepen- 
dents began  to  gain  the  afcendant,  fhewed  himfelf  a  warm 
oppofer  of  them,  and  promoted  the  king's  intered.  Ke 
made  a  long  fpeech  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  concernino; 
the  fatisfadlorinefs  of  the  king's  anfwers  to  the  propofitions  of 
peace  ;  but  two  days  after,  was  refufed  entrance  into  the 
houfe  by  the  army.  Upon  this,  he  became  a  bitter  enemy 
to  the  army  and  their  leader  Cromwell,  and  attacked  them 
with  great  feverity  in  his  writings.  Defying  Cromwell  in  a 
very  open  manner,  he  was,  on  the  iftof  July  1650,  com- 
mitted clofe  prifoner  to  Dunfler  caflle  in  Somerfetfhire. 
He  then  infifled  (Irongly  upon  Magna  Charta,  and  the  liberty  * 
of  the  fubje<St ;  which,  though  of  little  weight  with  Crom- 
well, feems  to  have  fet  him  free.  He  afterwards  wrote  a- 
bundance  of  books  upon  religious  controvcrfies  and  other 
points. 

In  1659,  he,  as  a  fecluded  member  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, being  reftored  to  fit  again,  became  inflrumental  in 
recalling  king  Charles  II ;  in  which  he  fliewed  fuch  zeal, 
that  general  Monk  adinonifhed  Wm  to  be  quiet,  it  being 
then  unfeafonable.  In  i(56o,  he  was  chofen  for  ijaih  to  fit 
Vol.  X,  D  in    . 
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in  the  healing  parliament ;  and  after  the   reftoratlon,  made 

chief  keeper  of  his  majefty's  records  in  the  Tower,  with  a 

falary  of  50O  1.  per  annum.     He  was  again  elected  for  Bath 

in  1661  ;  and  in  July  that  year,  being  difcontented  at  fome 

proceedings    in  the  houfe,  he  publifhed  a  paper,   intiiled, 

*'  Sundry  reafons  tendered  to  the  moft  honorable  houfe  of 

*'  peers  by  fome  citizens  and  members  of  London,  and  other 

*'  cities,  boroughs,  corporations,  and  ports,  againft  the  new 

*'  intended  bill  for  governing  and  reforniing  corporations  : '' 

of  which,  being  difcovered  to  be  the  author,  he  was  obliged 

to  beg  pardon  of  the  houfe,  in  order  to  efcape  punifhment. 

After  the  reftoration,  he  publifhed  feveral  books.     He  gave 

his  works  bound  up  together,  in  forty  volumes  in  folio  and 

quarto,  to  the  library  of  Lincolns-Inn  :  To  that  a  certain  wri- 

Mcrcurius     ter  was  not  far  from  the  mark,   when  he   called    him  "  one 

Politicus.       "  of  the  greateft  paper- worms,   that  ever  crept  into  a  clofet 

Marchmont    "  or  libra''y."     Mr.  Anthony  Collins  ftiles  him,   "  a  little, 

Needham.      <c  faaious,  fcribbling  fellow."     He  died  at  hfs  chambers  in 

Dr.  Rogers.   Lincolns-Inn,  the  24th  of  0<5lober  1669,  and  was  interred 

under  the  chapel  there. 

The  earl  of  Clarendon  calls  him  learned  in  the  law,  as 
Hift.  of  Re-  far  as  mere  reading  of  books  could  make  him  learned.  His 
works  are  all  in  Englifli,  and  "  by  the  generality  of  fcholars, 
"  fays  Wood,  are  looked  upon  to  be  rather  rhapfodical  and 
"  confufed,  than  any  way  polite  or  concife :  yet  for  anti- 
<'  quaries,  critics,  and  fometimes  for  divines,  they  are  ufe- 
*'  ful.  In  moft  of  them  he  fiiews  great  mdufhy,  but  little 
**  judgment,  eipecially  in  his  Urge  folios  againft  the  pope's 
^'  ufurpatlons.  He  may  be  well  intitled  voluminous  Prynne, 
*'  as  Toftatus  AlbulcnHs  was  two  hundred  years  before  his 
"  time  called  voluminous  Tollatik> ;  for  I  Verily  believe,  that, 
*'  if  rightly  computed,  he  wrote  a  flieet  for  every  day  of  his 
*'  life,  reckoning  from  the  time,  when  he  came  to  the  ufe 
*'  of  reafon,  and  the  {fate  of  man." 

His  greateft  work  goes  under  the  title  of  Records,  in  three 
volumes  folio  ;  another  is  called  Parliamentary  Writs,  in 
four  parts  4to.  He  jikewife  publifhed  Sir  Kobert  Cotton's 
abridgment  of  the  Tower  records,  with  amendments  and  ad- 
ditions, folio  ;  and  obfervations  on  the  fourth  part  of  Coke'r» 
inftitutes,  foliu. 

PTO- 
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PTOLEMiEUS  (Claudius)  a  great  geographer, 
mathematician,  and  aftronomer  of  antiquity,  was  born  at  Pe- 
lufium  in  Egypt,  and  flourifhed  in  the  reigns  of  Adrian  and 
Marcus  Antoninus.     He   tells    us    himfelf,   in  one  place,    Fabria  Bib- 
that  he  made  a  great  number  of  obfervations  upon  the  fixed   v.  lii 

ftars   at  Alessandria,   in  the  fecond  year  of  Antoninus  Pius  ;    Weidled 
and  in  another,  that  he  obferved  an  eclipfe  of  the  moon,  in   tronomise. 
the  ninth  year  of  Adrian :   from  whence  it  is  reafonable  to   Wirtemb. 
conclude,  that  this  aftronomer's  obfervations  upon  the  heavens   M^gna  Con- 
were  made  between  A.  D.  125,  and  A.  D.  140.     Hence  ap-    ^^'  ^^io- 
pears  the  error  of  fome  in  fuppofmg,  that  this  Claudius  Pto-   iv.o. ' 
lemasus  was  the  fame   with   the  aftrologer  Ptolemy,    who 
conftantly    attended    Galba,    and    promifed    Otho    that  he 
fliould  furvive  Nero,   and  afterwards  that  he  fhould  obtain 
the  empire:  which  is  as  improbable,  as  what  Ifidorus,   an    Pint- invlt. 
ccclefiaftical  writer  of  the   yth  century,  and  fome  moderns   Tacit.  Hift. 
after  him   have  alTerted,   namely,   that  our  aftronomer  was    L'^-'*  <^"« 
one  of  the  kings  of  Egypt.     We  know  no  circumftances  of 
the  life  of  Ptolemy  :  it  is  noted  in  his  canon,  that  Antoninus 
Pius  reigned  three  and  twenty  years,   which  {hews,  that  he 
himfelf  furvived  him. 

The  fcience  is  greatly  indebted  to  this  aftronomer  5  who 
has  preferved  and  tranfmltted  to  us  the  obfervations  and 
principal  difcovcries  of  the  ancients,  and  at  the  fame  time 
augmented  and  enriched  them  with  his  own.  He  corrected 
Hipparchus's  catalogue  of  the  fixed  ftars,  and  formed  tables, 
by  which  the  motions  of  the  fun,  moon,  and  planets  might  be 
calculated  and  regulated.  He  was  indeed  the  firft,  who  col- 
le6ted  the  fcattered  and  detached  obfervations  of  the  ancients^ 
and  digcfted  them  into  a  fyftem  :  which  he  fet  forth  in  his 
MtyecKy)  cvvrxhq^  five  Magna  Conftru£lio,  divided  into  thir- 
teen books.  He  adopts  and  exhibits  here  the  ancient  fyfteiti 
of  the  world,  which  placed  the  earth  in  the  center  of  the 
univerfe :  and  this  has  been  called  from  him  the  Ptolemaic 
fyftem,  to  diftinguifti  It  from  thofe  of  Cop^nicus  and  Tycho 
Brahe.  About  the  year  827,  this  work  was  tranflated  by 
the  Arabians  into  their  language,  in  which  it  was  called  Al- 
mageftum,  by  the  command  of  one  of  their  kings  ;  and 
from  Arabic  into  Latin,  about  the  year  1230,  under  the  en- 
1)   z  couragement 
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couragement  of  the  emperor  Frederic  II.  There  were 
other  versions  from  the  Arabic  into  Latin ;  and  a  manufcript 
of  one,  done  by  Girardus  Cremonenfis,  who  flourlfhed  about 
the  middle  of  the  14th  century,  is  faid  by  Fabricius  to  be 
ftill  extant,  and  in  the  library  of  AH  Souls  college  at  Oxford. 
The  Greek  text  began  to  be  read  in  Europe  in  the  15th 
century  ;  and  was  firfl:  publifticd  by  Simon  Grynaeus  at  Ba- 
fil  1538,  in  folio,  with  the  eleven  books  of  commentaries 
by  Theon,  who  flourifhed  at  Alexandria  in  the  reign  of  the 
elder  Theodofius.  In  1541,  it  was  reprinted  at  Bafil, 
with  a  Latin  verfion  by  Georgius  Trapezuntius  ;  and  again  at 
the  fame  place  in  1551,  with  the  addition  of  other  works 
of  Ptolemy,  to  which  are  Latin  verfions  by  Camerarius. 
We  learn  from  Kepler,  that  this  laft  edition  was  ufed  by 
Tycho. 

Another  great  and  important  work  of  Ptolemy  was,  Geo- 
grapbiae  libri  vii:  in  which,  with  his  ufual  fagacity,  he  fearch- 
es  out  and  marks,  and  he  was  the  firfl  who  did  it,  the  fitua- 
tion  of  places  according  to  their  longitudes  and  latitudes. 
Though  this  work  muft  needs  fall  greatly  (hort  of  perfe6lion, 
through  the  want  of  neceiTary  obfervations,  yet  it  is  of  An- 
gular merit,  and  has  been  very  ufeful  to  modern  geogra- 
phers. C.ellarius  indeed  fufpecls,  and  he  was  a  very  compe- 
tent judge,  that  Ptolemy  did  not  life  that  care  and  applica- 
tion, which  the  nature  of  his  work  required  :  and  his  reafon 
is,  that  the  geographer  delivers  himfelf  with  the  fame  fluency 
and  certainty,  concerning  things  and  places  at  the  remoteft 
diftance,  and  which  it  was  impofliSle  he  (hould  know  any 
thing  of,  that  he  does  concerning  thofe,  which  lay  the 
neareft  to  him,  and  fell  the  moft  under  his  cognizance.  Sal- 
ijiafius  had  before  made  fome  remarks  to  the  fame  purpofe 
upon  this  work  of  Ptolemy.  The  Greek  was  firfl:  publiflied 
by  itfelf  at  Bafil  1533,  4to  ;  afterwards  with  a  Latin  verfion, 
and  notes  by  Gerard  Mercator  at  Amfl:erdam  1605:  which 
laft  edition  was  reprinted  at  the  fame  place,  161 8,  folio, 
with  elegant  geographical   tables,  by  Bertius. 

Other  works  of  Ptolemy,  though  lefs  confiderable  than 
thefe  two,  are  dill  extant :  libri  quatuor  de  judiciis  aftrorum, 
upon  the  two  firft  books  of  which  Cardan  wrote  a  commen- 
tary.    FrucSlus  librorum  fuorum:  a  kind  of  a  fupplement  to 

the 
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the  former  work.  Reccnfio  chronologica  regum  :  this,  with 
another  work  of  Ptolemy  de  hypothefibus  planetarum,  was 
publiflied  in  1620,  4to, .  by  Joannes  Bainbrigius,  the  Savi- 
Jian  profeflor  of  aftronomy  at  Oxford.  Scaliger,  Petavlus, 
Dodwell,  and  all  the  chronological  men,  have  made  great 
ufe  of  it.  Apparentiae  Stellarura  Inerrantium  :  this  was  pub- 
fifhed  at  Paris  by  Petavius,  with  a  Latin  verfion,  1630,  in 
folio  ;  but  from  a  mutilated  copy,  whofe  defetSls  have  fmce 
been  fupplied  from  a  perfect  one,  which  Sir  Henry  Savi'e 
had  communicated  to  archbifhop  Uiher,  by  Fabricius,  in 
th;  third  volume  of  his  Bibliotheca  Grasca.  Elementorum 
Harmonicorum  libri  tres :  publlfhed  in  Greek  and  Latin, 
with  a  commentary  by  Porphyry  the  philofopher,  by  Dr. 
Wallis  at  Oxford  1682,  in  410  ;  and  afterwards  reprinted 
there,  and  infertcd  in  the  third  volume  of  Waliis's  works 
1699.   in  folio.   Sec. 

Mabillon  exhibits,  in  his  German  travels,  an  effigy  of  In  Itinere 
Ptolemy  looking  at  the  ftars  through  an  optical  tube;  ^^"J^"*'^''* 
which  effigy,  he  fays,  he  found  in  a  maiiufcript  of  the  13th 
century,  made  by  Conradus  a  monk.  From  hence  fome 
have  tancied,  that  the  ufe  of  the  telcfcopc  was  known  to 
Conradus  ;  but  this  is  only  matter  of  conjecture,  there  be- 
ing no  fads  or  teftimonies  to  fupport  fuch  an  opinion. 

PUFFENDORF  (Samuel  de)  an  eminent  Ger- 
man civilian  and  hiftorian,  was  born  in  1 631  at  Fleh,  a  lit- 
tle Village  rear  Chemnitz,  in  Upper  Saxony  :  of  which  f^i^ 
village  his  father  Elias  PufFendorf  was  minlfter.  He  dlfco-  T.  xv/il, 
vered  early  a  propenfity  to  letters,  and  at  a  proper  aoe  was 
fent  to  univerfities  ;  where  he  was  fupported  by  the  gene- 
rofity  of  a  Saxon  nobleman,  who  was  taken  with  his  pro- 
mifmg  parts,  his  father's  circumflanccs  not  being  equal  to 
the  expence.  He  went  firft  to  Grim,  and  afterwards  to 
Leipfic  ;  where  he  made  a  furprizing  progrefs  in  his  ftudies. 
His  father  defigned  him  for  the  miniiiry,  and  directed  him  to 
apply  himfclf  to  divinity  :  but  his  inclinations  led  him  ano- 
ther way.  He  turned  his  thoughts  to  the  public  law,  which 
in  Germany  confills  of  the  knowledge  of  the  rights  of  the 
empire  over  the  ftates  and  princes  of  which  it  is  compofed, 
and  of  thofc  of  tfie  princes  and  ftates  with  refped  to  each 
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other.  He  confidered  this  ftudy,  as  a  proper  method  of 
raifing  himfelf  in  time  to  fome  pofts  in  the  courts  of  Ger-r 
many  :  for  it  is  well  known,  that  the  feveral  princes,  who 
compofe  the  Germanic  Body,  have  no  other  minifters  of 
ftate  than  men  of  learning,  whom  they  ftile  counfcllors  ; 
and  whofe  principal  ftudy  is  the  public  law  of  Germany.  As 
thefe  pofts  are  not  venal,  and  no  other  recommendation  is 
neceflary  to  obtain  them  but  real  and  diftinguiftied  merit, 
Puffendorf  refolved  to  qualify  himfelf  for  the  honors,  to 
which  he  afpired.  After  he  had  refided  fome  time  at  Leip- 
fic,  he  left  that  city,  and  went  to  Jena,  where  he  joined  ma* 
thematics  and  the  Cartefian  philofophy  to  the  ftudy  of  the 
law.  He  returned  to  Lclpfic  in  1658,  with  a  view  of  feek- 
ing  an  employment  fit  for  him.  One  of  his  brothers, 
named  Ifaiah,  who  had  been  fome  time  in  the  fervice  of  the 
king  of  Sweden,  and  was  afterwards  his  chancellor  in  the 
duchies  of  Bremen  and  Werden,  wrote  to  him  then,  and 
advifed  him  not  to  fix  in  his  own  country,  but  after  his  ex- 
ample to  feek  his  fortune  elfewhere.  PufFcndorf  refolved  to 
take  this  advice,  and  accepted  the  place  of  governor  to  the 
fon  of  Mr.  Coyet,  a  Swedifti  nobleman,  who  was  then  am- 
bafTador  for  the  king  of  Sweden  at  the  court  of  Denmark. 
For  this  purpofe  he  went  to  Copenhagen,  but  did  not  con- 
tinue long  at  eafe  there  :  for  the  war  being  renewed  fome 
time  after  between  Denmark  and  Sweden,  be  was  feized 
with  the  v/hole  family  of  the  ambafiador,  who  a  few  days 
before  had  taken  a  tour  into  Sweden. 

During  his  confinement  which  lafted  eight  months,  as  he 
had  no  books,  and  was  allowed  to  fee  no  perfon,  he  amufed 
himfelf  by  meditating  upon  what  he  had  read  in  Grotius's 
treatife  de  jure  belli  Sz  pacis,  and  in  the  political  writings  of 
Hobbes.  He  drew  up  a  ftiort  fyftem  of  what  he  thought  beft 
in  them  :  he  turned  and  developed  the  fubje6t  in  his  own 
way :  he  treated  of  points,  which  had  not  been  touched  by 
thofe  authors  ;  and  he  added  many  new  things  to  the  whole. 
He  intended  no  more,  than  to  divert  himfelf  in  his  folitude  : 
but  two  years  after,  fhewing  it  to  a  friend  in  Holland,  where 
he  then  was,  he  was  advifed  to  review  and  publifli  it. 
This  he  did  at  the  Hague  in  1660,  under  the  title  of, 
Elementorum  Juris  Prudenti«  Univcrf^li*  libri  duo :    and  it 
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gave  rife  to  his  famous  work  de  jure  naturae  &  gentium,   of 
which  we  fliall  fpeak  below.     The  eledor  palatine,  Charles 
Lewis,  to  whom   he  had  dedicated   it,  not  only  wrote   him 
immediately  a  letter  of  thanks,   but  invited  him  to  the  unl- 
verfity  of  Heidelberg,   which  he  was  defirous  of  reftoring  to 
its  former  luftre,   and  founded  there  in  his  favor  a  profellbr- 
fhip  of  the  law  of  nature   and  nations  :  which  was  the  firft 
of  that  kind   in  Germany,  though  many  have  fmce  been  ef* 
tabliflied  in  imitation  of  it.     The  elector  engaged  him  alfo 
to   allot  fome  portion  of  his  time,    in   inflru<5ting  the  elec- 
toral  prince,  his   fon.     PufFendorf  remained   at  Heidelberg 
till  1670,   when  Charles  XI,  king  of  Sweden,  having  found- 
ed  an   univcrfity  at   Lunden,   fent  for   him  to  be  profeilbr 
there:   and  thither,   to  the  great  concern  of  the -elector  pa* 
Jatine,   he  went  the  fame  year,  and  was  inftalled  profefTor  of 
the  law  of  nature   and  nations.     His  reputation  greatly  ini- 
creafed  after  that  time,  both  by  the  fame  and  fuccefs  of  his 
lc(Stures,  and  by  the  many  valuable  works  that  he  publifhed. 
Some  years  after,  the  king  of  Sweden  fent  for  him  to  Stock** 
holm,   and   made   him  his   hiltoriographer,   and  one  of  his 
counfcllors.     In  1688,   the  elector  of  Brandenburg  obtained 
the  confent  of  the  king  of  Sweden,   for  PufFendorf  to  come 
to  Berlin,  in  order  to  write  the  hiftory  of  the  eledor  Wil- 
liam the  Great ;   and  granted  him  the  fame  titles  of  hiflorio- 
grapher  and  privy  counfcllor,  which  he  had  in  Sweden,  with 
a  confiderable  penfion.     Neverthelefs,  the  ki»g  of  Sweden 
continued  to  give  him  marks   of  his  favor,  and  made  him  a 
baron  in  1694.     But  he  did  not  enjoy  the  title  long;  for  he 
died,  the  26th  of  Oiflober  the  fame  year,  of  a  mortification 
in  one  of  his  toes,  occafioned  by  cutting  the  nail. 

Very  numerous  are  the  works  of  this  learned  and  excel- 
lent man  :  we  have  already  mentioned  his  firft  work  ;  and 
his  fecond  was,  2.  De  Statu  Germannici  Imperil  liber  unus  : 
which  he  publifhed  In  1667,  under  the  name  of  Severini  de 
Mozambano,  with  a  dedication  to  his  brother  Ifaac  PufFen- 
dorf, whom  he  fliles  Laslio  Signor  de  Trezolani.  PufFen- 
dorf fent  it  the  year  before  to  his  brother,  then  ambafTador 
from  the  court  of  Sweden  to  that  of  France,  in  order  to  have 
it  printed  in  that  kingdom.    His  brother  ofFered  it  to  a  book- 
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feller,  who  gave  it  Mezeray  to  perufe.     Mezeray  thought  It 
worth  printing,  yet  refufed  his  approbation,  on  account  of 
fome   paflages    oppofite  to  the  Interefts  of  France,   and   of 
others,  in  which  the  priefts  and  monks  were  feverely  treat- 
ed.    Upon  this  Ifaac    PufFendorf  fent  it    to    Geneva,  and 
there  it  was  printed  in  i2mo.    It  met  with  great  oppofition  ; 
was  condemned,    prohibited,   and  feized   in    many  parts   of 
Germany  ;    and  wrote  againll:  immediately  by  feveral  learned 
civilians.     It  underwent  many  editions,  and  was  tranflated 
into   many  languages  ;  and,    among  the  reft,    into  Englifti 
by  Mr.  Bohun    1696,   in    i2mo.     3.  De  Jure   Naturae  & 
Gentium   1672,  4to.     This  is  PufFendorPs  greateft  work; 
and  it  has  met  with  a  very  general  approbation.    It  is  indeed 
a  body  of  the  law  of  nature,  well  digefted ;  and,  as  fome 
think,   preferable  to  Grotius's  book  de  jure  belli  &  pacis, 
fmce  the  fame  fubje6is  are  treated  in  a  more  extenfive  man- 
ner,  and  with  greater  order.     It  was  tranflated  into  French 
by  Mr.  Barbeyrac,  who  wrote  large  notei  and  an  introduc- 
tory difcourfe,  in  1706;  and  into  Englifh,  with  Barbeyrac *s 
notes,  by  Dr.  Bafil  Kennet  and  others  in  1708.     The  fourth 
and  fifth  edition  of  the  Englifti  tranflation  have  Mr.  Barbey- 
rac's  introductory  difcourfe,   which  the  former  have  not.    In 
the  mean  time,  Puffendorf  was  obliged  to  defend  this  work 
againft  feveral  cenfures  :  the  moft  furious  of  whom  was  Ni- 
cholas Beckman,   his  collegue  in  the  univerfity  of  Lunden. 
This  writer,  in  order  to  give  the  greater  weight  to  his  ob- 
jections,  endeavored  to  draw  the  divines  into  his  party,   by^ 
bringing  religion  into  the  difpute,  and  accufmg  our  author  of 
heterodoxy.     His    defign   in   this    was,    to    exafperate  the 
clergy  of  Sweden  againft  Puffendorf;   but   the  fenators   of 
that  kingdom   prevented  this,   by  enjoining  his  enemies  ii- 
lence,  and   fuppreffing  Beckman's  book  by  the  king's  autho- 
rity.    It    was  reprinted   at  Gieflen,    and  being  brought    to 
Sweden,  was   burned   in   1675   by  the  hands  of  the  execu- 
tioner ;   and  Beckman,   the  author,  banifiied  from  the  king's 
dominions   for   having  difobeyed   orders  in  republifliing   it. 
Beckman  now  gave  his  fury  full  fcope,  and  not  only  wrote 
virulently  and  malicioufly    againft  Puffendorf,   but  likewife 
challenged  him  to  fight  a  duel :    he  wrote  to  him  from  Co- 
penhagen 
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penhagcn  in  that  flile,  and  threatened  to  purfue  him  whcre- 
ever  he  fliould  go,  in  cafe  he  did  not  meet  him  at  the  place 
appointed.  Puffendorf  took  no  notice  of  the  letter,  but  fent 
it  to  the  confiftory  of  the  univerfity  :  yet  thought  it  necef- 
fary  to  reply  to  the  fatirical  pieces  of  that  writer,  which  he 
did  In  fevetal  publications. 

Other  works  of  Puftendorf  are,  4.  De  officio  hominis  & 
civis  juxta  legem  naturalem,  1673,  8vo.  This  is  a  very 
clear  and  methodical  abridgment  of  his  great  work  de  jure 
naturae  &  gentium.  5.  "  Introdu6i:ion  to  the  Hiftory  of  Eu- 
*'  rope,  1682.  With  a  Continuation,  1686  ;  and  an  Addi- 
"  tion,  1699."  In  High  Dutch  :  afterwards  tranllated  into 
Lati.j,  French,  and  Englifh.  5.  Commentariorum  de  re- 
bus Suecicis  libri  xxvi.  ab  expedltione  Guftavi  Adolphi  Regis 
in  Germaniam  ad  abdicationem  ufque  Chriftinae,  1686,  fo- 
lio. PufFendorf,  having  read  th.e  public  papers  in  the  ar- 
chives of  Sweden,  with  a  defign  of  writing  the  hiftory  of 
Charles  Guftavus,  according  to  orders  received  from  Charles 
IXj  thought  proper  to  begin  with  that  of  Guftavus  Adol- 
phus,  and  to  continue  it  down  to  the  abdication  of  queen 
Chriftina:  and  this  he  has  executed  in  the  prefent  work, 
which  is  very  curious  and  exa^i,  6.  De  habitu  Religionis 
Chriftianas  ad  vitam  clvilem,  1687,  4to.  In  this  work  an 
attempt  is  made  to  fettle  the  juft  bounds  between  the  ecclefi- 
aftical  and  civil  powers.  7.  Jus  Feciale  Divinum,  five  de 
confenfu  &  diifenfu  Proteftantium  &  Exercitatio  Pofthuma, 
1695,  8vo.  Our  author  here  propofes  a  fcheme  for  the  re- 
union of  religions  ;  and  it  appears  from  the  zeal,  with 
which  he  recommended  the  printing  of  it  before  his  death, 
that  this  was  his  favorite  work.  8.  De  Rebus  geftis  Fre- 
derici  Wi'elmi  Magni,  Ele(5^oris  Brandenburgici  Commen- 
tarii,  1695,  in  two  volumes  folio.  Extra6led  from  the  ar- 
chives of  the  Houfe  of  Brandenburg.  9.  De  rebus  a  Ca- 
rolo  Guftavo  Sueciae  Regis  geftis  Commentarii,  1696,  in 
two  volumes  folio. 

We  omit  many  works  of  a  fmaller  kind,  which,  be- 
ing chiefly  polemical,  and  nothing  more  than  defences  a- 
gainft  envy  and  pcrfonal  abufe,    deferve  little  regard. 
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Aecount  of 
modern 
painters,&c. 
Lond.  1754, 
8vo. 


P  U  G  H  E  T  (  Peter  Paul  )  one  of  the  greateft  pain- 
ters that  France  ever  produced,  though  not  mentioned  by  any 
of  their  own  writers.  He  was  born  at  Marfeilles  in  the  year 
1623  ;  we  have  no  account  of  his  education  in  this  art,  but  in 
his  manner  he  refemblcd  Michael  Angelo,  without  imbibing 
his  faults,  being  both  more  delicate  and  more  natural  than 
that  great  mafter  :  like  whom  too,  Pughet  united  the  talents  of 
painting,  fculpture,  and  architea:ure  ;  not  contented  with  ani- 
mating the  marble,  and  rendering  it  in  appearance  flexible  as 
flefh  itfelf.  When  he  was  called  upon  to  exert  his  fkill,  he 
raifed  and  adorned  palaces,  in  a  manner  that  proved  him  a 
judicious  architect  ;  and  when  he  committed  the  charming 
produ£liQns  of  his  imagination  to  canvas,  he  painted  fuch 
pidures  as  the  delighted  beholder  was  never  tired  with  view- 
ing.    He  died  in  the  place  of  his  birth,  in  the  year  1 695. 

There  are  two  prints  engraved  from  his  paintings  in  the  ca- 
binet of  Aix,  whence  this  account  was  taken. 
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PURCHAS  (Samuel)  a  learned  Englifli  divine, 
and  compiler  of  a  valuable  coHe£lion  of  voyages,  was  born  at 
Thaxftead  in  EfTex,  in  1577,  ^"^  educated  at  Cambridge. 
In  1604,  he  was  inftituted  to  the  vicarage  of  Eaftwood  in 
Eflex ;  but  leaving  the  cure  of  it  to  his  brother,  went  and 
lived  in  London,  the  better  to  carry  on  the  great  work  he 
had  undertaken.  He  publiflied  the  firft  volume  in  161 3,  and 
the  four  laft  in  1625,  under  this  title  :  "  Purchas  his  Pilgri- 
*'  mage,  or  Relations  of  the  World,  and  the  Religions  obfer- 
"  ved  in  all  ages  and  places  difcovered  from  the  Creation  unto 
*'  this  prefent.*^'  In  1615,  he  was  incorporated  at  Oxford,  as 
he  ftood  at  Cambridge,  bachelor  of  Divinity  ;  and  in  Novem- 
ber before,  as  is  very  probable,  had  been  collated  to  the  rec- 
tory of  St.  Martin's  Ludgate  in  London.  He  was  alfo  chap- 
lain to  Abbot,  archbifliop  of  Canterbury.  By  the  publifhing 
of  his  books,  he  brought  himfelf  into  debt :  however,  he  did 
not  die  in  prifon,  as  fome  have  aflerted,  but  in  his  own  houfe, 
and  about  the  year  1628.  His  pilgrimages,  and  the  learned 
Hackluyt's  voyages,  led  the  way  to  all  other  colledions  of 
that  kind  ;  and  have  been  juftly  valued  and  efteemed.  Boif- 
fard,  a  learned  foreigner,  has  given  a  prodigious  charader  of 
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Mr.  Purchas :  he  ftiles  him  "  a  man,   exquifitely   /killed   in   ^"  BiWioth, 
*'  languages,  and  all  arts  divine   and  human  ;    a  very  gre^t   Boiffardi. 
*'  philofopher,  hlftorian,   and  divine  ;  a  faithful  prefbyter  of 
*'  the  church  of  England  ;  very  famous  for  many  excellent 
*'  writings,    and  efpeciallv  for  his  vail:  volumes  of  the  Eaft 
*'  and  Weft  Indies,  written  in  his  native  tongue." 

PUTEANUS  (  Erycius  )  a  very  learned  man,  was 
born  at  Venlo  in  Gelderland  the  4th  of  November  I574>  and 
began  his  ftudies  at  Dort;  from  whence  he  removed  to 
Cologne,  where  he  fludied  rhetoric,  and  went  through  a 
courfe  of  philofophy  in  the  college  of  the  jefuits.  He  went  puVeanu* 
afterwards  to  ftudy  the  law  at  Louvain,  and  took  the  degree 
of  bachelor  there  in  1597.  He  improved  very  much  by  Lip- 
fius's  lectures,  who  conceived  a  great  efteem  and  fnendfhip  for 
him.  The  fame  year  he  v/ent  into  Italy,  and  continued  fome 
time  in  the  houfe  of  John  Fernand  de  Velafcos,  governor  of 
the  Milaneze  j  from  whence  he  removed  to  Padua,  but  retur- 
ned to  Milan  in  1601,  bein^  then  chofen  profefTor  of  elo- 
quence there.*  He  gained  a  (i^reat  reputation,  and  was  pro- 
moted to  the  honour  of  being  hiftoriographer  to  his  catholic 
majefty  :  and,  in  1603,  the  city  of  Rome  admitted  him  and  his 
pofterity  among  her  patricians.  In  1604,  he  commenced 
do6lor  of  law  at  Milan  :  he  took  alfo  a  wife  the  fame  year, 
by  whom  he  had  many  chddren.  He  commends  her  and  his 
children  very  much  in  his  letters  :  in  one,  wrote  in  1626,  he 
tells  his  friend,  that  nothing  is  more  agreeable  than  a  good 
wife  ;  '^  I  fpeak  it  by  experience,  fays  he,  mine  appears  al- 
"  ways  young  and  beautiful  to  me,  becaufe  though  fhe  has  of- 
*'  ten  had  children,  yet  fhe  ftill  preferves  the  flower  of  her 
"  youth,  and  the  charms  of  her  perfon."  This,  however, 
adds  Mr.  Bayle,  did  not  come  up  to  the  wifti  of  a  Roman 
poet.  Puteanus's  wife  appeared  dill  young  and  beautiful  to 
her  hufloand,  becaufe  fhe  was  ftill  really  {o  :  but  the  great 
point  for  a  woman  is,  to  appear  young  and  handfome,  even 
when  fhe  is  no  longer  fo.  In  1606,  he  removed  from  Milan 
to  Louvain,  being  appointed  to  fuccced  to  the  profeftbr's  chair, 
which  Juftus  Lipfius  had  filled  with  fo  much  glory.  He  was 
very  much  confidercd  in  the  Low  Countries,  and  enjoyed  the 
titles  of  hiftoriographer  to  the  king  of  Spain,  and  counfellor 
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to  the  archduke  Albert :  he  was  even  appointed  governor  of 
the  caftlc  of  Louvain,  in  which  place  he  died  the  17th  of 
September  1646. 

He  was  the  author  of  an  immenfe  number  of  works,  mofl: 
of  which  however  are  fmall  5  and  no  man  feemed  ever  more 
perfuaded  than  he  of  the  maxim  of  a  Greek  poet,  that  "  a 
*'  great  book  Is  always  a  great  evil."  He  afFecled  to  inter- 
fperfe  his  writings  with  ftrokes  of  wit,  and  fometimes  fuc- 
ceeded  pretty  well,  but  was  often  guilty  of  puns  and  quibbles. 
He  publifhed  a  book  in  i  633,  while  there  was  a  truce  nego- 
tiating between  his  catholic  majefty  and  the  United  Provinces, 
intitled,  Statera  Belli  &  Pacis,  '•  The  Ballance  of  Peace  and 
War :"  in  which,  fays  Mr.  Bayle,  he  (hewed  himfelf  better 
acquainted  with  the  true  intereft  of  his  catholic  majefty,  than 
they,  who  applied  themfelves  folely  to  ftate-affairs.  It  made 
a  great  noife,  and  had  like  to  have  ruined  him  :  for  he  fpoke 
with  too  much  freedom  of  things,  which  policy  fhould  have 
kept  fecret.  Gerard  Voflius,  his  good  friend,  in  the  conclu- 
fion  of  a  letter,  wherein  he  exprefies  his  fears  for  Puteanus, 
fays,  "  VV~ould  to  God  he  were  obliged  to  hear  only,  what 
''  Phalaris  is  reported  to  have  faid  to  Sterichorus,  on  an  occa- 

inaktte^  *  "  ^^o"  pretty  much  like  this  :   Mind  only   the  mufes^  your  la- 

dated  July      *«  JjQfs  will  be glorious  enough,'* 

^^*  The  commendations  beftowed  on  him  by  the  learned,  and 

the  honors  done  him  by  fome  Princes,  may  be  (Qcn  in  Blount's 
Cenfura  Authorum  Celebriorum,  and  Bullart's  Academie  des 
Sciences :  in  the  latter  of  which  may  be  read  the  following 

_  paflage.      "  It    was   the   prodigious  learning    of  Puteanus, 

p.  220.  '  "  which,  having  won  the  heart  of  Urban  VIII.  determined 
"  that  great  pope  to  fend  him  his  picture  in  a  golden  medal, 
"  very  heavy,  with  fome  copies  of  his  works.  It  was  that 
*'  fame  learning,  which  engaged  cardinal  Frederic  Borromeo 
"  to  receive  him  into  his  palace  when  he  returned  to  Milan. 
«  —  It  was  alfo  his  learning,  which  made  him  tenderly  be- 
*'  loved  by  the  count  de  Fuentes,  governor  of  Milan  ;  and  af- 
"  wards  by  t  .e  archduke  Albert,  who,  having  promoted  him 
"  to  Juftus  Lipfius's  chair,  admitted  him  alfo  moft  honora- 
"  bly  into  the  number  of  his  counfellors.  Laftly,  it  was  his 
*'  learning,  which  made  him  fo  much  efteemed  in  the  chief 
**  courts  of  Europe,  and  occafioned  almoft  ail   the  princes, 
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<«  the  learned  men,  the  ambafladors  of  kings,  and  the  gene- 
**  rals  of  armies,  to  give  him  proofs  of  their  regard  in  the 
«<  letters'  they  wrote  him;  of  which  above  fixteen  thoufand 
*<  were  found  in  his  library,  all  placed  in  a  regular  order. 
"  He  had  the  glory  to  fave  the  king  of  Poland's  life,  by  ex- 
«'  plaining  an  enigmatical  writing  drawn  up  in  unknown 
"  charadlers,  which  no  man  could  read  or  underftand, 
«  and  which  contained  the  fcheme  of  a  confpiracy  againft 
*'  that  prince." 

His  works  are  divided  into  five  volumes  folio,  the  fecond 
of  which  contains  his  letters  :  befides  which  another  collec- 
tion of  letters  was  publiftied  at  Louvain  in  1662,  by  the  care 
of  his  fon-in-law  Xiftus  Anthony  Milfer,  governor  of  the 
caftle  of  Louvain.  Puteanus  was  charged  with  writing  a  fa- 
tyr  againft  out  king  James  I,  intitled.  If.  Cafauboni  Corona 
Regia,  &c.  but  falfely  :  it  is  now  thoroughly  believed,  that 
Scioppius  was  the  author  of  that  moft  bitter  and  outrageous 
piece. 

P  Y  R  R  H  O,  an  eminent  phllofopher  of  antiquity,  was 
born  at  Elis,  and  flourifhed  in  the  time  of  Alexander,  about 
the  iicth  olympiad.  He  was  at  firft  a  painter ;  but  hap-  Dio^cr 
pening  on  feme  writings  of  Democritus,  applied  himfelf  af- 
terwards to  philofophy.  Anaxarchus,  the  Abderite,  was  his 
mafter;  whom  he  attended  fo  far  in  hiu  travels,  that  he  even 
converfed  with  the  Gymnofophifts  in  India,  and  with  the 
Magi.  He  eftablifhed  a  fe£l,  whofe  fundamental  principle 
was,  that  there  is  nothing  true  or  falfe,  right  or  wrong,  ho- 
neft  or  difhoneft,  juft  or  unjuft  ;  that  there  is  no  ftandard  in 
any  thing,  but  that  all  things  depend  upon  lav/  and  cuftom, 
and  that  uncertainty  and  doubt  belong  to  every  thing.  From 
this  continual  feeking  after  truth,  2nd  never  finding  it,  the  feci 
obtained  the  name  of  Sceptic  ;  as  it  was  fometimes  called 
Pyrrhonian,  from  its  founder. 

The  manner  of  life,  which  the  philofophcr  obferved,  was 
very  ridiculous,  as  the  ancients  have  defcribed  it.   He  fliun- 
ned  nothing,  nor  took  any  care,  but  went  ftraight  forward 
upon  every  thing.     Chariots,  precipices,  dogs,  and  the  like,   Stanley's 
moved  not  him  to  turn  the  leaft  out  of  the  way  ;  but  he   Liv'^softht 
was  always  faved  by  his  friends  that  followed  him.     He  ufed   phcis. 
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to  walk  out  alone,  and  feldom  fhewed  himfelf  to  thofe  of 
his  own  family.  He  afFeded  a  ftate  of  the  utmoft  indiffe- 
rence, infomuch  that  he  held  it  wrong  to  be  moved  with  any 
thing.  Anaxarchus  happening  to  fall  into  a  ditch,  Pyrrho 
went  on  without  offering  to  help  him,  or  (hewing  the  leaft 
emotion  :  which,  when  fome  blamed,  Anaxarchus  is  faid  to 
have  commended  as  worthy  of  a  philofopher.  Another  time, 
being  at  fea  in  a  ftorm,  and  all  around  him  being  dcjecled 
and  confounded,  he  very  quietly  and  compOfedly  (hewed 
them  a  pig  feeding  in  the  fhip.,  and  faid,  that  "  a  wife  man 
"  ought  to  be  fettled  in  the  fame  indifturbance." 

This  fort  of  wifdom,  whatever  might  be  pronounced  up- 
on it  in  an  age  of  common  fenfe,  exalted  Pyrrho  to  fo  much 
honor  with  his  fellow-citizens,  that  they  made  him  chief 
prieft,  and  on  his  account  paffed  a  decree  of  immunity  for 
all  philofophers.  He  died  at  ninety  years  of  age,  leaving  no- 
thing behind  him  in  writing  :  but  a  fummary  of  his  princi- 
ples is  tranfmitted  to  us  by  Sextus  Empericus,  an  acute  and 
learned  author  of  his  feet,  whofe  Pyrrhonea^  hypothefes,  or 
ten  books  of  the  fccptic  philofophy,  are  tranflated  by  our 
learned  Stanley,  and  inferted  in  his  valuable  and  ufeful  work, 
*'  Of  the  Lives  and  Opinions  of  the  Philofophers."  Epicu- 
rus is  faid  to  have  admired  the  converfation  of  Pyrrho,  and 
to  have  been  continually  quelHoning  him. 

PYTHAGORAS,  one  of  the  greatefl  men  of  an- 
tiquity, came  into  the  world  towards  the  47th  olympiad, 
four  defcents  from  Numa,  as  Dionyfius  of  Halicarnaffeus  has 
proved  ;  that  is,  about  590  vears  before  Chrift.  His  father 
Mnemorchus  of  Samos,  who  was  a  graver  by  trade,  and 
dealt  in  rings  and  other  trinkets,  went  with  his  wife  to  De\- 
phos,  a  few  days  after  his  marriage,  there  to  fell  fome 
goods  during  the  feaft  ;  and,  while  he  ftayed  there,  received 
an  oraculous  anfwer  from  Apollo,  who  told  him,  that  if  he 
embarked  for  Syria,  the  voyage  would  be  very  fortunate  to 
him,  and  that  his  wife  would  there  bring  forth  a  fon,  who 
fhould  be  renowned  for  beauty  and  wifdom,  and  whofe  life 
wouId.be  a  blefling  to  pofterity.  MnemarchuS  obeyed  the 
God,  and  Pythagoras  was  born  at  Sidon  ;  and  being  brought 
to  Samos,   was  educated  there  anfwerably  to  the  great  hopes 
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that  were  conceived  of  him.  He  was  called  <'  the  youth 
**  with  the  fine  head  of  hair  ;"  and,  from  the  great  qualities, 
which  appeared  in  him  early,  foon  regarded  as  a  good  ge- 
nius fent  into  the  world  for  the  benefit  of  mankind, 

Samos  in  the  mean  time  afforded  no  philofophers,  capa- 
ble of  fatisfying  his  ardent  thirft  after  knowledge ;  and 
therefore,  at  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  refolved  to  travel,  in 
queft  of  them  el  fe where.  The  fame  of  Pherecydes  drew 
him  firft  to  the  ifland  of  Syros  ;  whence  he  went  to  Mile- 
tus, where  he  conveifed  with  Thales.  Then  he  went  to 
Phoenicia,  and  ftayed  fome  time  at  Sidon,  the  place  of  his 
birth  :  and  from  Sidon  into  Egypt,  where  Thales  and  So- 
lon had  been  before  hirn.  Amafis,  king  of  Egypt,  received 
him  very  kindly  ;  and,  after  having  kept  him  fome  time  at 
his  court,  gave  him  letters  for  the  priefts  of  Heliopolis. 
The  Egyptians  were  very  jealous  of  their  fciences,  which 
they  very  rarely  imparted  to  ftrangers :  nor  even  to  their 
own  countrymen,  till  they  had  made  them  pafs  through  the 
fevereft  probations.  The  priefts  of  Heliopolis  fent  him  to 
thofe  of  Memphis ;  and  they  directed  him  to  the  ancients 
of  Diofpolis,  who  not  daring  to  difobey  the  king,  yet  un- 
willing to  break  in  upon  their  own  laws  and  cuftoms,  re- 
ceived Pythagoras  into  their  noviciate :  hoping,  he  would 
foon  be  deterred  from  farther  purfuits  by  the  rigorous  rules 
and  cerexnonies,  which  were  a  neccflary  introduction  to  their 
myfteries.  But  they  were  deceived  :  Pythagoras  went  thro' 
all  with  wonderful  patience  ;  fo  far  as  even  to  admit  the  cir- 
cumcifion,  if  fome  authors  are  to  be  credited. 

After  having  remained  twenty-five  years  in  Egypt,  he 
went  to  Babylon  ;  afterwards  to  Crete  ;  and  thence  to  Spap- 
ta,  to  inilruft  himfelf  in  the  laws  of  Minos  and  Lycurgus. 
Then  he  returned  to  Samos  ;  which,  finding  under  the  ty- 
ranny of  Polycrates,  he  quitted  again  about  the  62d  olym- 
piad, and  vifited  the  countries  of  Greece.  Going  through 
Peloponnefus,  he  ftopped  at  Phlius,  where  Leo  then  reign- 
ed ;  and,  in  his  converfation  with  this  prince,  fpoke  with  fo 
much  eloquence  and  wifdom,  that  Leo  was  at  once  ravifhcd 
and  furprifed.  He  alked  him  at  length,  "  wha:  profeiHon 
''  he  followed  :""  Pythagoras  anfwered,  "  None,  but,  that 
'•  he  was  a  philofophcr."  For,  difplcafcd  with  the  lofty  ti- 
tle 
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tic  of  fages  and  wife  men,  which  his  profeflion  had  hither- 
to afiumed,  he  changed  it  into  one  more  modeft  and  hum- 
ble ;  calling  himfelf  a  philofopher,  that  is,  a  lover  of  <vif- 
dom.  Leo  afked  him,  *'  what  it  was  to  be  a  philofopher, 
''  and  the  difference  there  was  between  a  philofopher  and 
"  other  men  V  Pythagoras  anfwered,  that  *'  this  life  might 
"  well  be  compared  to  the  Olympic  games  :  for,  as  in  that 
^'  vaft  aflembly,  feme  come  in  fearch  of  glory,  others  in 
*'  fearch  of  gain,  and  a  third  fort,  more  noble  than  the  two 
*'  former,  neither  for  fame  nor  profit,  but  only  to  enjoy  the 
•'  wonderful  fpe6lacle,  and  to  fee  and  know  what  paffes  in 
*'  it;  fo  we  in  like  manner  come  into  the  world,  as  into  a 
*'  place  of  public  meeting,  where  fome  toil  after  glory,  others 
**  after  gain,  and  a  few,  contemning  riches  and  vanity,  ap- 
''  ply  themfelves  to  the  ftudy  of  nature.  Thefe  laft,  fays  he, 
*'  are  they,  whom  1  call  philofophers :"  and  he  thought  them 
by  far  the  nobleft  of  the  human  kind,  and  the  only  part 
which  fpent  their  lives  fuitably  to  their  nature  ;  for  he  was 
wont  to  fay,  that  "  man  was  created  to  know  and  to  con- 
*'  template." 

From  Peloponnefus  he  paffed  into  Italy,  and  fettled  at 
Croton  ;  where  the  inhabitants,  havmg  fuffered  great  lofs  in 
a  battle  with  the  Locrians,  degenerated  from  induftry  and 
courage  into  foftnefs  and  effeminacy.  Pythagoras  thought  it 
a  talk  worthy  of  himfelf,  to  reform  this  city,  an«J  accord- 
ingly began  to  preach  to  the  inhabitants  all  manner  of  vir- 
tues ;  and,  though  he  naturally  met  at  firft  with  great  op- 
pofition,  yet  at  length  he  made  fuch  an  impreffion  on  his 
hearers,  that  the  magiflrates  themfelves,  aftonlfhed  at  the 
folidity  and  ftrength  of  reafon  with  which  he  fpake,  prayed 
him  to  Interpofe  in  the  affairs  of  the  government*  and  to 
^Ive  fuch  advices,  as  he  fhould  judge  conducive  to  the  good 
of  the  ftate.  When  Pythagoras  had  thus  reformed  the  man- 
ners of  the  citizens  by  preaching,  and  effabllfhed  the  city  by 
wife  and  prudent  counfcls,  he  bethought  himfelf  of  laying 
fome  foundation  of  the  wifdom  he  profcffed,  and,  in  order 
to  eftabliih  his  fe6^,  opened  a  fchool.  It  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered at,  that  a  croud  of  difciples  offered  themfelves  to  a  man, 
of  whofe  wifdom  fuch  prodigious  effe(!?^s  had  been  now  feen 
and  heard.  They  came  to  him  from  Greece  and  from  Italy  ; 
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but  for  feaf  of  pouring  the  treafures  of  wifdom  into  unfound 
and  corrupt  veflels,  he  received  not  indifferently  all  that  pre- 
fented  themfclves,  but  took  time  to  try  them  :  for  he  ufed  to 
fay,  ''  every  fort  of  wood  is  not  fit  to  make  a  Mercury,*'  ex 
quovis  ligno  non  fit  Mercurius  j  that  is,  all  minds  are  not 
alike  capable  of  knowledge. 

He  gave  his  difciples  the  rules  of  the  Egyptian  priefts,  and 
made  them  pafs  through  the  aulterlties,  which  he  himfelf  had 
endured.  He  at  firft  enjoined  them  a  five  years  filence,  du- 
ring which  they  were  only  to  hear  ;  after  which,  leave  was 
given  them  to  ftart  queftions,  and  to  propofe  doubts.  They 
were  not  however  to  prate  without  bounds  and  meafure  : 
for  he  often  faid  to  them,  "  either  hold  your  peace,  or  utter 
"  things  more  worth  than  filence  ;  and  fay  not  a  little  in  ma- 
*'  ny  words,  but  much  in  few."  Having  gone  through  the 
probation,  they  were  obliged,  before  they  were  admitted,  to 
bring  all  their  fortune  into  the  common  ftock,  which  was  ma- 
naged by  perfons  chofen  on  purpofe,  and  called  oeconomifts  ■ 
and  if  any  retired  from  the  fociety,  he  often  carried  away  with 
him  more  than  hebrought  in.  He  was  however  immediately  re- 
garded by  the  reft  as  a  dead  perfon,  his  obfequies  made,  and 
a  tomb  raifed  for  him  :  which  fort  of  ceremony  was  inflituted, 
to  deter  others  from  leaving  the  fchool,  by  ihev/ing,  that  if 
a  man,  after  having  entered  into  the  ways  of  wifdom,  turns 
afide  and  forfnkes  them,  'tis  in  vain  for  him  to  believe  him^ 
felf  living,  he  is  dead.  *' He  is  dead,  as  St.  Paul  fays,  tho'  i  tIm.  v, 
••^  he  feem  to  be  alive.'* 

The  Egyptians,  we  have  faid,  were  very  referved  in  dif- 
coverlng  the  fecrets  of  their  philofophy  and  theology  :  and  this 
refervednefs  they  believed  to  be  recommended  to  them  by  the 
example  of  their  gods,  who  would  never  be  feen  by  mortals,  but 
thro*  the  obfcurity  of  (hadows.  '  For  this  reafon  there  was  at 
Sais,  a  town  of  Egypt,  a  ftatue  of  Pallas,  who  was  the  fame 
as  Ifis,  with  this  infcription,  *<  I  am  whatever  is,  has  been, 
*'  or  fhall  be  j  and  no  mortal  has  ever  yet  taken  off  the  veil 
*'  that  covers  me."  The  neceffity  therefore  of  not  divul- 
ging their  myfteries,  put  them  upon  inventing  three  forts  of 
ilyles,  or  ways  of  exprefling  their  thoughts  :  the  fimple,  the 
hieroglyphica],  and  the  fymbolicaj.  In  the  fimple,  they 
fpoke  plainly  and   intelliglblv,  as  in  common  converfailon  : 
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in  the  hieroglyph ical,  they  concealed  their  thoughts  under  cer- 
tain images  and-charaders  :  and  in  the  fymbolical,  they  ex- 
plained them  by  fhort  expreffions,  which,  under  a  fenfe  plain 
and  fimple,  included  another  wholly  figurative.  Pythagoras 
borrowed  thefe  three  different  ways  from  the  Egyptians,  in 
all  the  inftru£tioJis  he  gave  ;  but  principally  imitated  the 
fymbolical  ftyle,  which,  having  neither  the  obfcurity  of  the 
hieroglyphics,  nor  the  clearnefs  of  ordinary  difcourfe,  he 
thought  very  proper  to  inculcate  the  greateft  and  moft  impor- 
tant truths  !  for  a  fymbol,  by  its  double  fenfe,  the  proper 
and  the  figurative,  teaches  two  things  at  once  ;  and  nothing 
pleafes  the  mind  more,  than  the  double  image  it  reprefents 
to  our  view. 

In  this  manner  Pythagoras  delivered  many  excellent 
things  concerning  God  and  the  human  foul,  and  a  vaft  va- 
riety of  precepts,  relating  to  the  condu£i:  of  life,  political 
as  well  as  civil ;  and  he  made  fome  confiderable  difcoverles 
and  advances  in  the  arts  and  fciences.  Thus  among  the 
works  that  are  cited  of  him,  there  are  not  only  books  of  phy- 
fic,  and  books  of  morality,  like  that  contained  in  what  are 
called  his  golden  verfes,  but  trcatifes  of  politics  and  theolo- 
logy.  All  thefe  works  are  loft  :  but  the  vaftnefs  of  his  mind, 
^nd  the  greatnefs  of  his  parts ^  appears  from  the  wonderful 
things  he  did.  He  delivered,  as  antiquity  relates,  feveral  ci- 
ties of  Italy  and  of  Sicily  from  the  yoke  of  flavery  ;  he  ap- 
peafed  feditions  in  others  ;  and  he  foftened  the  manners,  and 
brought  to  temper  the  moft  favage  and  unruly  humors  of  fe- 
veral people  and  feveral  tyrants.  Phalaris,  the  tyrant  of  Si- 
cily, is  faid  to  have  been  the  only  one,  who  could  withftand 
the  remonftrances  of  Pythagoras  ;  and  he,  it  feems,  was  fo 
enraged  at  his  le6lures,  that  he  ordered  him  to  be  put  to 
death.  But  though  the  reafonings  of  the  philofopher  could 
make  no  impreffion  on  the  tyrant,  yet  they  were  fufficient  to 
re-animate  the  Cretans,  and  to  put  them  upon  a  bold  a6lion. 
In  fhort,  Phalaris  was  killed  the  fame  day,  that  he  had  fixed 
for  the  death  of  Pythagoras. 

Pythagoras  had  a  great  veneration  for  marriage  ;  and  there- 
fore himfelf  married  at  Croton  Theano,  daughter  of  Bronti- 
nus,  one  of  the  chief  of  that  city.  He  had  by  her  two  fons, 
Arimneftus  and  Telau2;es  :  which  laft  fucceeded  his  father  in 
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his  fchoolj  and  was  the  matter  of  Empedocles.  He  had 
likevvlfe  one  daughter,  whofe  name  was  Damo,  who  was 
diftinguifhed  by  her  learning  as  well  as  her  virtues,  and 
wrote  an  excellent  commentary  upon  Homer.  It  is  related, 
that  Pythagoras  had  given  her  ibme  of  his  writings,  with  ex- 
prefs  commands  not  to  impart  them  to  any,  but  thofe  of  his 
own  family  ;  to  which  Damo  was  fo  fcrupuloufly  obedient, 
that  even  when  (lie  was  reduced  to  extreme  poverty,  fhe  re- 
fufed  a  great  fum  of  money  for  them.  Some  have  indeed  af- 
ferted,  and  Plutarch  among  them,  that  Pythagoras  never 
wrote  any  thing  :  but  this  opinion  is  contradidled  by  others, 
and  Plutarch  is  fuppofed  to  be  miftaken.  Whether  he  did  or 
no,  it  is  certain  that  whatever  was  written  by  his  firft  difci- 
plcs,  ought  to  be  regarded  as  the  work  of  himfelf  j  for  they 
writ  only  his  opinions,  and  that  too  fo  religioufly,  that 
they  would  not  change  the  leaft  fyllable  :  refpe£ling  the 
words  of  their  mafter,  as  the  oracles  of  a  God,  and  alledg- 
ing  in  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  any  do(Srine  only  this, 
"  He  faid  fo."  His  authority  alone,  though  unfupported  by 
reafon,  pafTed  with  them  for  reafon  itfeif :  and  certainly  no- 
thing could  equal  the  refpe^l  they  had  for  him.  They  looked 
on  him,  as  the  moft  perfect  image  of  God  among  men  ;  and 
he  preferved  in  the  minds  of  his  difciples  all  the  majefty  of 
that  divine  image.  His  houfe  was  called  the  temple  of 
Ceres,  and  his  court-yard  the  temple  of  the  Mufes  -,  and 
when  he  went  into  towns,  it  was  faid  he  went  thither,  "  not 
"  to  teach  men,  but  to  heal  them." 

Pythagoras  was  perfecuted  in  the  laft  years  of  his  life,  and 
died  a  tragical  death.  There  was  at  Croton  a  young  man 
called  Cylon,  whom  a  noble  birth  and  opulence  had  (6  puf- 
fed up  with  pride,  that  he  thought  he  (hould  do  honour  to 
Pythagoras,  in  offering  to  be  his  difciple.  The  philofopher 
did  not  meafure  the  merit  of  men  by  thefe  exterior  things  j 
and  therefore,  finding  in  him  at  the  bottom  much  corruption 
and  wickedncfs,  refufed  to  admit  him.  This  enraged  Cyloa.  - 
to  the  laft  degree,  who  lought  nothing  but  revenge ;  and, 
having  rendered  as  many  perfons  diflatfetSted  to  him  as  he 
could,  came  one  day  accompanied  with  a  croud  of  profligates, 
and  furrounding  the  *ioufe  where  he  was  teaching  fet  it  on 
fire.     Pythagoras  had  the  luck  to  efcape,  and  flying  took  the 
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way  to  Locris  ;  but  the  Locrians,  fearing  the  enmity  of 
Cylon,  who  was  a  man  of  power,  deputed  their  chief  ma- 
giftrates  to  meet  him,  afid  to  requeft  him  to  retire  elfewhere. 
He  went  to  Tarentum,  where  a  new  perfecution  foon  ob- 
liged him  to  retire  to  Metapontum.  But  the  fedition  of 
Croton  proved  as  it  were  the  fignal  of  a  general  infurredtion 
againft  the  Pythagoreans  ;  the  flame  had  gained  all  the  ci- 
ties of  greater  Greece ;  the  fchools  of  Pythagoras  were  de- 
ftroyed  ;  and  he  himfelf,  at  the  age  of  fourfcore  or  ninety 
years,  was  killed  at  the  tumult  of  Metapontum,  or,  as  others 
fay,  was  ftarved  to  death  in  the  temple  of  the  Mufes,  whi" 
ther  he  was  fled  for  refuge. 

The  dod^rine  of  Pythagoras  was  not  confined  within  the 
narrow  compafs  of  Graecia  major ;  it  fpread  itfelf  over  all 
Greece,  and  in  Afia.  The  Romans  opened  their  ears  to 
his  precepts  ;  and  their  admiration  of  him  was  (o  great,  that 
long  after  his  death,  having  received  an  cracle,  which  com- 
manded them  to  ereft  ftatuci  in  honor  of  the  moft  wife  and 
of  the  mofl:  valiant  of  the  Greeks,  they  erected  two  brazen 
ftatues,  one  to  Alcibiades  as  the  moft  valiant,  and  the  other 
to  Pythagoras  as  the  moft  wife.  It  was  vaftly  to  his  honor,  that 
the  two  moft  excellent  men,  Greece  ever  produced,  Socrates 
and  Plato,  followed  his  docStrine  and  his  method  of  explain- 
ing it;  and  that  it  was  only  by  marching  in  his  footfteps, 
that  they  penetrated  fo  deeply  into  truth,  and  approached  fo 
nearly  to  wifdom.  To  conclude,  if  we  meafure  the  glory 
of  a  philofopher  by  the  duration  of  his  doftrine,  and  by  the 
extent  of  the  places  that  embraced  it,  nothing  can  equal  that 
of  Pythagoras,  fince  moft  of  his  opinions  are  at  this  day  li- 
terally followed  in  the  greateft  part  of  the  world. 

The  fe6t  of  Pythagoras  fubfifted  till  towards  the  end  of  the 
reign  of  Alexander  the  Great.  About  that  time  the  acade- 
my and  the  Lycaeum  compleated  to  obfcure  and  fwallow  up 
the  Italic  fe<5^,  which  till  then  had  held  up  its  head  with  fo 
much  glory,  that  Ifocrates  writes,  "  We  more  admire  at 
"  this  day  a  Pythagorean  when  he  is  filent,  than  others, 
"  even  the  mpft  eloquent,  when  they  fpeak."  However, 
in  after-ages,  there  were  here  and  there  fome  difciples  of 
Pythagoras,  but  they  were  only  particular  perfons,  who  ne- 
ver made  any  fociety,  nor  had  the  Pythagoreans  any  more  a 
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public  fchool.  We  find  ftill  extant  a  Jetter  of  Pythagoras  to 
Hiero,  tyrant  of  Syracufe ;  but  this  letter  is  certainly  fuppo- 
fititio'js,  Pythagoras  having  been  dead  before  Hiero  was  born. 
What  are  called  "  the  golden  verfes  of  Pythagoras,"  whofe 
author  is  unknown,  have  been  frequently  publifhed,  with 
Hieroclcs's  commentary,  with  a  Latin  verfion  and  notes. 
Mr.  Dacier  tranflated  them  into  French  with  notes,  and  ad- 
ded the  lives  of  Pythagoras  and  Hierocles  ;  and  this  work 
was  publifhed  in  Engllfh,  the  golden  verfes  being  tranflated 
from  the  Greek  by  N.  Rowe,  efc];  in  the  year  1707,  8vo. 
It  is  chiefly  from  Mr.  Dacier's  Life  of  Pythagoras,  that  the 
prefent  memoir  is  extraded. 


QUADRATUS,  a  difciple  of  the  apoftles,  accord- 
ing to  Eufebius  and  St.  Jerome,  and  bifhop  of  A- 
thens,  where  he  was  born,  or  at  leaft  educated.  About  the  Cave's  Hjft. 
year  125,  when  the  emperor  Adrian  wintered  at  Athens,  and  Literar.V.I,. 
was  there  initiated  into  the  Eleufinian  myfteries,  a  perfecu- 
tion  arofe  againft  the  chriftians  ;  during  which,  their  bifhop 
Publius  fufFered  martyrdom.  Quadratus  fucceeded  him  :  and, 
in  order  to  ftop  the  perfecution,  compofed  an  apology  for 
the  chriflian  faith,  and  prefented  it  to  the  emperor.  This 
apology,  which  had  the  defired  efFe£t,  was  extant  in  Eufebl- 
us's  time,  who  tells  us,  that  it  fhewed  the  genius  of  the. 
man,  and  the  true  do£lrine  of  the  apoflles  :  but  we  have 
only  a  fmall  fragment  preferved  by  Eufebius  in  the  4th  book 
of  his  hlftory,  wherein  the  author  declares,  that  "  none  could 
<'  doubt  the  truth  of  the  miracles  of  Jefus  Chrifl,  becaufe 
"  the  perfons,  healed  and  raifed  from  the  dead  by  him,  had 
*'  been  feen,  not  only  when  he  wrought  his  miracles,  or  while 
"  he  was  upon  earth,  but  even  a  very  g;reat  while  after  his 
"  death  ;  fo  that  there  are  many,  fays  he,  who  were  yet  H- 
"  ving  in  our  time."  Valefms,  and  fome  others  upon  his 
authority,  will  have  our  Quadratus,  who  compofed  the  apo- 
logy, to  be  a  different  perfon  from  Quadratus,  the  bifhop  of 
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Athens  :  but  his  arguments  do  not  feem  fuflliciently  ground- 
ed, and  are  therefore  generally  rejected.  St.  Jerome  affirms 
them  to  be  the  fame.  Nothing  certain  can  be  colledted  con- 
cerning the  death  of  Quadratus  :  but  it  is  fuppofed,  that  he 
was  banifhed  from  Athens,  and  then  put  to  variety  of  tor- 
jnents,  under  the  reign  of  Adrian. 

There  was  alfo  a  very  eloquent  Athenian  philofopher, 
named  Ariftides,  who  prefented  to  the  emperor  Adrian,  at 
the  fame  time  with  Quadratus,  a  volume  in  the  form  of  an 
apology  for  the  chriftian  religion  ;  which,  fays  St.  Jerome, 
fhews  the  learned,  how  excellent  a  writer  this  author  was. 
The  fame  Jerome  obferves,  that  Ariftides  did  not  alter  his 
profefTion,  when  he  changed  his  religion  ;  that  his  apology 
was  full  of  philofophical  notions  ;  and  that  it  was  afterwards 
imitated  by  Juftin  Martyr.  It  was  extant  in  Eufebius's  and 
Jerome's  time  ;  but  it  is  now  loft.  There  is  little  mention 
of  Ariftides  by  the  ancients,  fo  that  nothing  particular  is 
known  of  him, 

-  Q^U  A  K  E  R  S,  a  feet  of  chriftians,  who  appeared  firft 
in  England,  in  the  perfon  of  George  Fox,  about  the  year 
See  FOX.  1650.  We  need  not  be  particular  in  fetting  forth  the  prin- 
ciples of  people  fo  well  known,  and  living  among  ourfelves ; 
but  as  there  is  a  fhort  account  of  them  in  the  firft  part  of 
Mr.  Collier's  didionary,  which  is  there  faid  to  have  been 
fent  in  by  themfelves,  we  think  that  the  curious  reader  will 
be  pleafed  with  finding  it  tranfcribed  into  this  work  of  ours. 
*'  Quakers,  a  religious  people  abufively  fo  called  from  the 
*'  word  ^ake.  The  curious  may  read  their  rife  in  George 
*'  Fox's  "Journal^  and  William  Penn's  Brief  Account  of  the 
*•'  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  that  People  \  and  X^^xx  Apology  by 
"  Robert  Barclay,  who  hath  comprifed  their  fentiments  in 
"  fifteen  thefes.  Some  of  the  principal  dodtrines  held  by 
"  this  people  are,  That  God  hath  given  to  all  men,  without 
*'  any  exception,  fupematural  lights  which  being  obeyed  can 
*'  fave  them  ;  and  that  this  light  is  Chrift,  the  true  light 
,     .  "  which  lighteth  every  man^  that  cometh  into  the  world.     That 

f-f-  the  life  ought  to  be  regulated  according  to  this  lights  with- 
"  out  which  no  man  or  woman  is  capable  of  underftanding 
*'  the  holy  fcriptures,  which  they  believe  were  given  by  infpi- 
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"  ration  of  God,  are  to  be  preferred  to  all  other  writings  ex- 
*'  tant  in  the  world,  and  do  own  them  to  be  a  fecondary  or 
"  fubordinate  rule  of  faith  and  pra6lice  ;  but  the  light  or 
' '  Spirit  of  God  they  believe  is  the  primary  rule,  becaufe  the 
"holy  fcriptures  were  given  forth  by,  and  do  receive  all 
"  their  authority  from  the  holy  Spirit :  That  immediate  re- 
"  velation  is  not  ceafed,  but  a  meafure  or  manifeftation  of 
*'  the  Spirit  is  given  to  every  one  to  profit  withal  :  That,  m 
'^worfhip,.  men  and  women  ought  to  wait  in  the  filence 
*'  of  all  flefli,  to  receive  immediately  from  the  Lord,  be- 
"  fore  they  open  their  mouths,  either  in  prayer  to  Al- 
*'  mighty  God,  or  in  teftimony  to  the  people  :  That  all  fu- 
<'  perftitions  and  ceremonies  of  mere  human  inftltution  in  re- 
*'  ligion  ought  to  be  laid  afide  ;  alfo  in  civil  fociety,  as  the 
"  faluting  of  one  another,  by  putting  ofF  the  hat,  bowing, 
**  curching,  and  faying  jou  inftead  of  ibou  to  a  fingle 
*'  perfon,  &c.  That  men  and  women  ought  to  be  grave 
"  and  plain  in  their  apparel,  fober  and  juft  in  their  whole 
''  converfation,  and  at  a  word  in  all  their  dealings  ;  not  to 
"  fwear,  or  fight,  or  bear  any  carnal  weapons  for  that  end, 
"  but  to  love  one  another,  and  to  do  good,  as  much  as  in 
*'  them  lies,  unto  all  men." 

In  the  reign  of  Charles  II,  the  Quakers  underwent  fome 
perfecution,  not  on  account  of  their  religious  principles, 
but  becaufe  they  refufed  to  pay  tythes  to  the  clergy,  and 
to  take  oaths  prefcribed  by  the  law.  This  occaiioned  Ro- 
bert Barclay  to  write  Jn  Jpology  for  his  brethren,  which  he 
publifhed,  and  dedicated  to  king  Charles,  in  the  year  1675, 
The  dedication  has  nothing  mean  or  flattering  in  ir,  but  con- 
tains fome  very  plain  truths  and  excellent  counfels ;  and  for 
the  Apology^  it  abounds  with  good  fenfe  and  good  learning, 
and  is  indeed  as  good  a  one  as  could  be  made :  infomuch  that 
the  following  paflage  of  Virgil  can  never  be  more  juftly  ap- 
plied,  than  to  the  author  of  it : 

Si  Pergama  dextra 

Defend!  poflent,  etiam  hac  defenfa  fuifTent. 

iEneid.  lib.  II.  v.  291. 
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QV  A  R  L  E  S  (  Francis  )  an  Engli/h  poet,  Ton  of  James 
Quarles,  efq;  clerk  of  the  green-cloth,  and  purveyor  to  queen 
Elizabeth,  was  born  at  Stewards,  in  the  parifh  of  Rumford  in 
Eflex,  in  the  year  1 592.  He  was  fent  to  Cambridge,  and 
continued  for  fome  time  in  Ch rift- college ;  and  then  became 
a  member  of  Lincoln's-Inn,  London.  Afterwards  he  was 
preferred  to  the  place  of  cup-bearer  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
king  James  I.  eledrefs  palatine  and  queen  of  Bohemia  :  but 
quitted  her  fervice,  very  probably  upon  the  ruin  of  the  eIe6lor's 
affairs,  and  went  over  to  Ireland,  where  he  became  fecretary 
to  the  moft  learned  archbifliop  Ufher.  Upon  the  breaking 
out  of  the  rebellion  in  that  kingdom,  in  1641,  he  fuifered 
greatly  in  his  fortune,  and  was  obliged  to  fly  for  fafety  to 
England  :  but  here  he  did  not  meet  with  the  quiet  he  ex- 
pected ;  for  a  piece  of  his,  ftiled  the  Royal  Convert,  having 
given  offence  to  the  prevailing  powers,  they  took  occafion 
from  that,  and  from  his  repairing  to  king  Charles  I,  at  Ox- 
ford, to  hurt  him  as  much  as  pollible  in  his  eftates.  But  we 
are  told,  that  what  he  took  mofl  to  heart,  was  being  plundered 
of  his  books  and  fome  manufcripts,  which  he  had  prepared  for 
the  prefs  :  the  lofs  of  thefe  is  fuppofed  to  have  haftened  his 
If  ys  lives  pf  death,  which  happened  in  September  1644.  He  wrote  a 
the  poets.  Comedy,  called,  "  The  Virgin  Widow,"  printed  in  1649, 
4to.  and  feveral  poems,  which  were  chiefly  of  the  religious 
^'  kind.  Mr.  Langbaine  fays,  '"  he  was  a  poet,  that  mixed 
"  religion  and  fancy  together  j  and  was  very  careful  in  all 
*'  his  writings,  not  to  entrench  upon  good  manners  by  any 
^'  fcurrillty  in  his  works,  or  any  ways  offending  againft  his 
"  duty  to  God,  his  neighbour  and  himfelf  *'  Thus  according 
to  Langbaine,  and  others  have  given  him  the  fame  teftimonial, 
he  was  a  very  good  man  ;  but,  in  the  judgement  of  fome,  he 
was  alfo  a  very  great  man,  and  a  moft  excellent  Poet.  *'  Had 
'"  he  been  contemporary,  fays  Fuller,  with  Plato,  that  great 
'^  back-friend  to  poets,  he  would  not  only  have  allowed  him 
*'  to  live,  but  advanced  him  to  an  office  in  his  common- 
*'  wealth.  Some  poets,  if  debarred  profanenefs,  wantonnefs, 
"  and  fi^tyricalnefs,  that  they  may  neither  abufe  God,  them- 
*'  felves,  nor  their  neighbours,  have  their  tongues  cut  out  ia 
<«  effe(^,    Others  only  trade  in  wit  ^t  the  fecond  h^nd,  being 
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<<  all  for  tranflations,  nothing  for  invention.  Our  Quarles 
"  was  free  from  the  faults  of  the  firfl:,  as  if  he  had  drank  of 
"  Jordan  inftead  of  Helicon,  and  flcpt  on  mount  Olivet  for 
"  his  Parnaflus  ;  and  was  happy  in  his  own  invention.  His 
**  vifible  poetry,  I  mean,  his  Emblems^  is  excellent,  catching 
"  therein  the  eye  and  fancy  at  one  draught,  fo  that  he  hath 
"  out-alciated  therein,  in  fome  mens  judgment.  His  verfcvS 
"  on  Job  are  done  to  the  life,  fo  that  the  reader  may  fee  his 
"  forces,  and  through  them  the  anguifh  of  his  foul.  Accord- 
"  ing  to  the  advice  of  St.  Hierome,  verba  vertebat  in  opera, 
"  and  praulifed  the  Job  he  had  defcribed." 

By  one  wife  our  author  had  eighteen  children,  whereof  one 
named  John>  a  poet  alio,  was  born  in  EfTexin  1624  j  admit- 
ted into  Exeter  college,  Oxford,  in  1642  ;  bore  arms  for  king  Wood's 
Charles  I.  within  the  garrifon  at  Oxford  ;  and  was  afterwards  v.  n/ 
a  captain  in  one  of  the  royal  armies.  Upon  the  ruin  of  the 
king's  affairs,  he  retired  to  London  in  a  mean  condition, 
where  he  wrote  feveral  things  purely  for  a  maintenance  ;  and 
afterwards  travelled  beyond  the  feas.  H2  returned,  and  died 
of  the  plague  at  London  in  1665.  Some  have  efteemed  him 
a  good  poet ;  and  perhaps  he  was  not  intirely  deftitute  of  ge- 
nius, which  would  have  appeared  to  more  advantage,  if  it  had 
been  duly  and  properly  cultivated  :  his  principal  merit,  how- 
ever, with  his  admirers,  was  certainly  his  being  a  very  great 
royal  ifl:, 

Q,U  ELLIN  US  f  Erasmus)  an  eminent  painter, 
was  born  at  Antwerp  in  the  y^ar  1607.  He  iludied  the 
Belles  Lettres  and  philofophy  for  fome  time  ;  but  his  taftc 
and  inclination  for  painting  forced  him  at  length  to  change  his 
purfuits.  He  learned  his  art  of  the  famous  Rubens,  and  be- 
came a  very  good  painter.  Hiftory,  lamlfcape,  and  fome  ar- 
chite6ture  were  what  he  principally  applied  himfelf  to  :  his 
learning  frequently  appeared  in  his  productions.  He  did  fe- 
veral grand  performances  in  Antwerp,  and  the  places  there- 
abouts, for  churches  and  palaces  :  and  though  he  aimed  at 
nothing  more,  than  the  jjleafure  he  took  in  the  exercife  of 
painting,  yet  when  he  died  he  left  behind  him  a  very  great 
chara6fer  for  fkill  and  merit  in  his  art.  He  lived  to  be  very- 
old,  which  is  not  common  to  painters ;   their  profeiTion  not 
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being  at  all  favorable  to  length  of  days.  He  left  a  Ton  of  his 
own  name,  a  painter,  whofe  works  were  efteemed,  and  may 
be  feen  in  different  parts  of  Italy  :  and  a  nephew  Artus  QueK 
linus,  who  was  an  excellent  artlft  in  fculpture,  and  who  ex- 
ecuted the  fine  pieces  of  carved  work  in  the  town-hall  at  Am- 
fterdam,  engraved  firft  by  Hubert  Quellinus. 

QU  E  R  N  O  (  Camilluij  )  an  Italian  poet,  was  born  at 
Monopolis  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples  j  and  acquired  in  his 
early  years  a  great  facility  of  making  verfes.  He  came  to 
Rome  about  1514?  with  a  poem  of  twenty  thoufand  lines, 
called  Alexiada.  Some  young  gentlemen  of  that  city  profef- 
{ed  great  friendfhip  to  him :  they  treated  him  in  the  country, 
and  at  a  feaft  crowned  him  arch-poet ;  fo  that  he  was  not 
known  afterwards  by  any  other  name.  Pope  Leo  X.  who 
upon  certain  occafions  was  no  fmall  buffoon,  delighted  in  his 
company,  and  caufed  him  to  be  ferved  with  meat  from,  his 
own  table ;  andQijerno,  being  an  excellent  parafite,  humoured 
him  very  exactly.  He  was  obliged  to  make  a  diftich  extem- 
pore, upon  whatever  fubjecfl  was  given  him  ;  even  though  he 
was  at  the  time  ill  of  the  gout,  with  which  he  was  extremely 
troubled.     Once,  when  the  fit  wa^  on  him,  he   made   this 

verfe,  —  Archipoeta  facit  verfus  pro  mille  poetis And,  as 

he  hefitated  in  compofing  the  fecond,  the  pope  readily  and 

wittily  added, Et  pro  mille  aliis  Archipoeta  bibit.  Q^ier- 

no  haflening  to  repair  his  fault,  cried,  — -  Porrige,  quod  faciat 

mihi  carmina  doda,  Falernum  To  which  the  pope  in- 

ftantly     replied,  •  Hoc    vinum    enervat,     debilitatque 

pedes. 

Thefe  were  fine  days  for  Querno  :  but  after  the  taking  of 
Rome,  he  retired  to  Naples,  where  he  fuffered  much  during 
the  wars  in  1528,  and  died  there  in  the  hofpital.     He  ufed  to 

Pauius  Jo-     fay,   "  He  had  found  a  thoufand  wolves,  after  he  had  loft  one 

^''''''  ''  lion." 

QJJ  E  S  N  E  L  (Pasquier)  a  celebrated  prieft  of  the  ora- 
tory in  France,  was  born  at  Paris  in  1634,  and  was  unfortu- 
nate in  being  the  fubje6i  of  a  great  divifion  between  his  coun- 
Siecle  de      trymen,  and  the  caufes  of  many  quarrels  among  them  :  which. 

Louts  XIV.      /.  ir     1       •  y-  /..         .  ,  .       .,      ,  ,,  , 

torn.  II.       lays  Voltaire,  thirty  pages  of  his   book,  mtitled,    "  Moral 

''  Re- 
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**  Reflections  upon  the  New  Teftament,"  properly  qualified 
and  foftened,  would  have  prevented  He  was  a  man  of  very 
uncommon  parts  and  learning.  In  1675,  he  publifhed  the 
works  of  St.  Leo,  at  Paris,  in  two  volumes  410.  with  notes  and 
differtations  ;  which,  containing  fome  things  in  defence  of  the 
ancient  opinions  of  the  Gallican  church  againft  the  novelties 
of  the  Roman,  gave  fuch  offence  at  Rome,  that  the  year  fol- 
lowing the  work  was  condemned  there  by  a  decree  of  the  in- 
quifition.  Meeting  with  fome  troubles  alfo  in  his  own  coun- 
try, he  retired  in  1685  to  BrufTels,  and  joined  the  celebrated 
Anthony  Arnauld,  who  lived  in  a  kind  of  exile  there,  and 
whom  Quefnel  accompanied  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
happened  in  1694.  He  had  publKhed  in  1&71,  "  Moral  Re- 
"  fledions  upon  the  New  Teftament^"  but  thefe  were  only 
upon  part  of  the  New  Teflnment :  now  hte  finiftied  the  whole, 
and  pubhfiied  it  in  1 687.  This  book  contained  fome  maxims^ 
which  appeared  favorable  to  Janfenifm  j  but  thefe  were  joined 
with  fuch  a  multitude  of  pious  fentiments,  and  fo  abouiided  in 
that  foft  perfuahon  which  wins  the  heart,  that  the  work  was 
received  with  univerfai  approbation.  The  beauties  of  it  ap- 
peared every  where  evident,  and  the  exceptionable  pafTages 
were  difficult  to  be  found.  Several  biftiops  beftowed  high  en- 
comiums on  it,  when  imperfect ;  which  they  repeated  and 
confirmed  in  the  ftrongcft  manner,  when  the  author  had  fi- 
niflied  it.  Voltaire  knew  for  certain,  as  he  tells  us,  that  the 
Abbe  Renaudot,  one  of  the  molt  learned  men  in  France,  be- 
ing at  Rome  the  firfl  year  of  Clement  XI's  ponlficate,  went 
one  day  to  wait  upon  this  pope  who  loveu  men  of  letters,  and 
was  himfelf  a  man  of  learning  j  and  found  him  reading  Quef  • 
nel's  book  :  "  this,  faid  his  holinefs,  is  an  excellent  pcrfor- 
"  muiice  i  we  have  no  one  at  Rome  capable  of  writing  in 
"  this  manner ;  1  wifh  I  could  have  the  author  near  me  :" 
yet  this  very  pope  in  1708,  publifhed  a  decree  againft  it,  and 
afterwards  in  1713  ifTued  the  famous  bull  unigenitus,  in  which 
were  condemned  a  hundred  and  one  propofitions  extradled 
from  it.  We  muft  not,  however,  look  upr>n  this  condemna- 
tion of  Clement  XI.  as  a  contradiction  to  the  encomium  he 
had  before  given  :  it  proceeded  intirely  from  reafons  of  flate. 
The  prelate  in  France,  who  fhewed  the  ftrongcft  and  mofl 
fmcere  approbation  of  this  book,  was  cardinal  de  Noailles, 

'         arch- 
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•  archbifliop  of  Paris.  He  declared  himfelf  the  patron  of  it, 
when  bifliop  of  Chalons  ;  and  it  v/as  dedicated  to  him.  Now 
the  cardinal  protedted  feveral  of  the  janfenifts,  though  not  of 
their  perfaafion ;  and  was  not  at  all  afFetSled  towards  the  je- 
fuits.  This,  and  the  book's  favoring  fom'ewhat  of  janfenifm, 
made  it  very  obnoxious  to  the  jefuits ;  whofe  mighty  power 
being  dreaded  by  Quefnel,  occafioned  him  to  go  to  Bruflels. 
There  he  joined  Arnauld,  and  after  his  death  became  the 
head  of  the  janfenifls  :  but  the  jefuits,  being  very  powerful  and 
prevalent,  foon  diHurbed  him  in  his  folitude.  They  repre- 
fented  him  as  a  feditious  perfon  :  and  they  prevailed  with  the 
king  himfelf  to  petition  for  the  condemnation  of  his  book  at 
Rome  ;  which  was  in  facl  procuring  the  condemnation  of 
cardinal  Noailles  who  had  been  the  mod  zealous  defender  of 
the  work.  They  perfecuted  him  alfo  with  Philip  V.  who 
was  fovereign  of  the  Low  Countries,  as  they  had  before  done 
Arnauld  his  mafter  with  Lewis  XIV.  They  obtained  an  or- 
der from  the  king  of  Spain  to  feize  thefe  religious  exiles  ;  and 
accordingly  Quefnel  was  imprifoned  in  the  archbifhopric  of 
Mechlin.  But  a  gentleman,  who  believed  he  fhould  greatly 
raife  himfelf  by  means  of  the  janfenifts,  if  he  could  deliver 
their  chief,  broke  through  their  walls  ;  by  which  means 
Quefnel,  having  made  his  efcape,  fled  to  Amfterdam,  where  he 
died  in  1 719,  after  having  fettled  fome  janfenift  churches  in 
Holland  :  however  the  fe6t  was  weak,  and  dwindled  daily. 
He  wrote  a  great  many  books ;  but  they  are  chiefly  of  the  po- 
lemic kind,  as  it  is  eafy  to  conceive. 

QJJEVEDO  (Francisco  de  )  an  eminent  Spanifh 
author,  was  born  at  Madrid  in  the  year  1570  ;  and  was  a  man 
of  quality,  as  appears  from  his  being  ftiled  knight  of  the  order 
of  St.  James,  which  is  the  next  in  dignity  to  that  of  the  golden 
fleece.  He  was  one  of  the  befl  writers  of  his  age,  and  excel- 
led equally  in  verfe  and  profe.  He  excelled  too  in  all  the 
Script.  Hif-  different  kinds  of  poetry  :  his  heroic  pieces,  fays  Nicolas  An- 
tonio, have  great  force  and  fublimity  ;  his  lyrics  great  beauty 
and  fweetnefs ;  and  his  humorous  pieces  a  certain  eafy  air, 
pleafantry,  and  ingenuity  of  turn,  which  is  exceedingly  taking 
to  a  reader.  His  profe  works  are  of  two  forts,  ferious  and 
comical :  the  former  confifl  of  pieces,  written  upon  moral  and 

reli- 
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religious  fubje£ts  ;  the  latter  are  fatyrical,  full  of  wit,  vivvicity, 
and  humour.     He  had  a  fingular  force  and  fruitfulnefs  of  ima- 
gination, which  enabled  him  to  render  the  moft  dry  and  bar- 
ren fubje£ls  diverting,  by  embellifhing  them  with  all  thd' orna- 
ments of  fiction.     All  his  printed  works,  for  he  wrote  a  great 
deal  which  was  never  printed,  are  comprised  in  three  volumes 
4to.  two  of  which  confift  of  poetry,  a  third  of  pieces  in  profe. 
The  Parnailb  Efpagnol,   or  Spanifti  Parnaflus,   under  which 
general  title  all  his  poetry  is  included,   was   collected   by  the 
care  of  the  ingenious  and  learned  Jofeph  Gonzales   de  Salas, 
who,  befides  fhort  notes  interfperfed  throughout,  prefixed  dif- 
fertations  to  each  diftindl;  fpecies.     It  was    firlt  publifhed  at 
Madrid,  in  1650,  4to.  and  has  fmce  frequently  been  printed  in 
Spain'and  the  Low  Coimtries.     The  comical  humorous  part  Balllet 
of  his  profe-worlcs  have  been  tranflated  into  EngliOi.    «  The  ^"^'"i"."'' 
"  Vifions"  are  a  fatyr  upon  corruption  of  manners  in  all  forts 
and  degrees  of  people  ;  are  full  of  wit  and  morality  ;  and  have 
found  fuch  a  reception,  as  to  go   through  feveral    editions. 
The   remainder  of  his  comical  works,  containmg,    *«  The 
"  Night- Adventurer,  or  the  Day-Hater,  The  Life  of  Paul  the 
"  Spanifh  Sharper,   The   Retentive  Knight  and   his  Epiftles, 
"  Tne  Dog  and  Fever,   A  proclamation  by  old  Father  Time, 
"  A  Trcatife  of  all  Things  whatfoever.  Fortune  in  her  Wits, 
*'  or  the  Hour  of  all  Men,"  were  tranflated  from  the  Spanifti, 
and  publifhed  in  an  Englifli  drefs  at  London,   in  1707,  8vo, 
Mr.   Stevens,  the  tranflator,  feems  to  have  thought,  that  he 
could  not  fpeak  too  highly  of  his  Author;   he  calls  him  *'  the 
*'  great  Quevedo,  his  works  a  real  treafure ;  the  Spanifti  Ovid, 
"  from   whom   wit  naturally  flowed  without  ft:udy,   and  to 
'^  whom  it  was  as  eafy  to  write  in  verfe  as  in  profe."     The 
feverity  of    nis    fatyrs   procured    him    many   enemies,    and 
brought  hiiii  into  great  troubles.     The  count  d'Olivares,    fa- 
vorite and  prime  rninifter  to  Philip  IV.  of  Spain,    imprifoned 
him  for  being  too  free  with   his  adminift ration  and   govern- 
ment ;  nor  did  he  obtain  his  liberty,  till  that  minifter  waii  dlf- 
graced.     He  died  in  the  year  1645,   according  to  fome  ;  but, 
as  others  fay,  in  1647.     Although  he  WuS  fo  confummate  a 
wit  and  poet,  yet  he  is  faid  to  have  been  extremely  learned  ; 
and  it  is  affirmed  by  his  intimate  friend,  who  writ  the  preface 

to 
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to  his  volume  of  poems,  that  he  underflood  the    Hebrew, 
Greek,  Latin,  Italian,  and  French  tongues. 

QJU"IEN  (  Michael  le)  a  French dominlcan,  and  a 
very  learned  man,  was  born  at  Bologne  in  theyear  1661.  He 
was  deeply  fki lied  in  the  Greek,  Arabic,  and  Hebrew  lan- 
guages ;  and  in  that  fort  of  criticifm  and  learning,  which  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  render  a  man  an  able  expounder  of  the  holy  fcrip- 
tures.  Father  Pezron  having  attempted  to  re-eftablifli  the 
chronology  of  the  feptuaglnt  againft  that  of  the  Hebrew  text, 
found  a  powerful  adverfary  in  Quien,  who  publifhed  a  book 
in  1690,  and  afterwards  another,  againft  his  Antiquite  des 
Xema  Retablie,  a  very  fine  and  well-written  work.  Quien 
called  his  book  Antiquite  des  Terns  Detruite.  He  applied 
himfelf  greatly  to  the  ftudy  of  the  eaftern  churches,  and  that 
of  England;  and  in  particular  wrote  againft  Courayer  upon 
the  validity  of  the  ordinations  of  the  Englifti  bifliops  :  who, 
siecle  de  ^^Y^  Voltaire,  "  pay  no  more  regard  to  thefe  disputes,  than 
Louis  XIV.  tt  the  Tu'rks  do  to  differtations  upon  the  Greek  church."  All 
this  Quien  did  out  of  his  great  zeal  to  popery,  and  to  promote 
the  glory  of  his  church  :  but  he  did  a  thing,  for  which  pro- 
teftantifm  and  learning  were  alfo  obliged  to  him,  and  on 
which  account  chiefly  he  is  inferted  here,  when  he  publiftied 
in  iyi2  an  edition  in  Greek  and  Latin  of  the  works  of  Jo- 
annes Damafcenus,  in  two  volumes  folio.  This  did  him 
great  honor  :  for  the  notes  and  differtations,  which  accom- 
pany his  edition,  fhew  him  to  have  been  one  of  the  moft 
learned  men  of  his  age.  His  exceflive  zeal  for  the  credit  of 
the  Roman  church  made  him  publifli  ariother  work  in  4to. 
called,  Panoplia  contra  fchifma  Graecorum  ;  in  which  he  en- 
deavours to  refute  all  thofe  imputations  of  pride,  ambition,  a- 
varice,  and  ufurpation,  that  hj^ve  fo  juftly  been  brought  againft 
it.  He  proje6led,  and  had  very  far  advanced  a  very  large 
work,  which  was  to  have  exhibited  an  hiftorical  account  of 
all  the  patriarchs  and  inferior  prelates,  that  have  filled  the 
fees  in  Africa  and  the  Eaft  ;  and  the  firft  volume  was  printing 
at  the  Louvre,  with  this  title,  Oriens  Chriftianus  &  'Africa, 
when  the  author  died  at  Paris  in  1733. 
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Q^U  I  E  T  I  S  T  S,  a  fea  of  religlonifts,  fo  called,  be- 
caufe  they  made  the  fovereign  perfection  to  confift  in  annihi- 
latino-  themfelves  Co  far  as  to  be  perfe6lly  united  with  God, 
and  to  remain  ever  after  in  fuch  a  calmnefs  and  quietnefs  of 
mind,  as  to  be  utterly  regardlefs  of  what  happens  to  the  bo- 
dy :  from  which  principle  they  pretended,  or  at  leaft  their 
enemies  pretended  for  them,  that  no  real  a£l  was  either  me- 
ritorious or  criminal,  becaufe  the  foul  and  her  faculties  being 
annihilated  had  no  part  in  it. 

This  fublime  and  myflerious  devotion  was  begun  by  Mi- 
chael de  Molinos,  a  Spaniard,  who  was  born  in  the  diocefe 
of  SarragofTa  in  1627.  He  entered  into  priefts  orders,  but 
never  had  any  ccclefiaftlcal  benefice  :  fo  that  he  feems  to  have 
dedicated  himfelf  to  the  fervice  of  the  church,  without  defign- 
ing  any  private  advantage  by  it.  He  was  a  man  of  good  knk 
and  learning ;  his  life  very  exa6!:  and  exemplary,  although  he 
never  pradlifed  thofe  auftcrlties  fo  much  magnified  in  the 
church  of  Rome,  but  gave  himfelf  up  to  contemplation  and 
the  myftical  devotion.  He  was  poflefled  with  a  great  zeal 
for  propagating  it,  and  with  that  view  went  and  fettled  at 
Rome  i  where  he  wrote  a  book  called  II  Guida  Spirltuale,  or 
The  Spiritual  Guide,  which  was  publiflied  in  1675.  It  no 
fooner  came  out,  than  it  was  greedily  read  both  in  Italy  and 
Spain  :  it  was  highly  efteemed,  and  ralfed  the  reputation  of 
the.  author  fo  much,  that  his  acquaintance  came  to  be  gene- 
rally coveted.  The  firft  perfons  in  Rome  feemcd  to  value 
themfelves  upon  his  friendfhlp  :  letters  were  writ  to  him  from 
all  parts  of  Europe  :  fome  fecular  priefts  both  at  Rome  and 
Naples  declared  in  his  favor,  and  confulted  him  as  an  oracle. 
Some  fathers  of  the  oratory,  particular' v  Coloredi,  Ciceri, 
and  Petrucci,  who  were  afterwards  all  advanced  to  the  pur- 
ple, joined  him,  heartily  :  and  many  of  the  cardinals  were  ob- 
ferved  to  court  his  acquaintance,  as  if  they  efleemed  it  no 
fmall  honor  to  be  reckoned  in  the  number  of  Molinos's  friends. 
Even  the  pope  himfelf  took  very  particular  notice  of  him,  gr- 
dered  him  an  apartment  in  his  palace,  and  g.^ve  him  many 
fmgular  marks  of  his  eflcem. 

Thejefuits,  obfervin^  ,he  prodigious  credit  that  Molinos 
was  in,  and  the  reception  he  every  v/hcre  met  with,   began 
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to  be  exceedingly  troubled.  They  faw  plainly  enough^  that 
if  things  went  on  in  the  courfe  they  were  in,  the  trade  of  re- 
ligion muft  inevitably  and  fpeedily  be  ruined  :  and  they  al- 
ready felt  the  ill  efFefts  of  the  new  method,  which  was  be- 
come fo  much  in  vogue  at  Rome,  that  all  the  nuns,  except 
thofe  who  had  jefuits  to  their  confeflbrs,  began  to  lay  afide 
their  rofaries  and  other  devotions,  and  to  give  thcmfelves  up 
to  the  pra(5^ice  of  mental  prayer.  In  order  therefore  to  put  a 
flop  to  it,  they  fct  all  their  engines  to  work  :  they  branded 
Molinos  and  his  followers  with  the  name  of  heretics  ;  and 
his  new  herefy  they  called  Qiiietifm.  They  writ  books 
againfl:  him  and  his  followers  with  fingular  afperity :  they  in- 
finuated,  that  they  had  profound  fccrets  and  ill  defigns  j  that 
they  were  in  their  hearts  enemies  to  the  chriitian  religion ; 
that  under  pretence  of  exalting  men  to  a  fublime  devotion, 
they  meant  to  wear  out  of  their  minds  the  fenfe  of  the  death 
and  facrifice  of  Chrift,  and  of  the  other  myfteries  of  chriftia- 
nity :  and,  becaufe  Molinos  was  by  birth  a  Spaniard,  they 
gave  out  that  he  was  defcended  probably  from  a  jevvifh  or  ma- 
hometan  race,  and  might  carry  fome  feeds  in  his  blood,  which 
inclined  him  to  favor  thofe  religions. 

Thus  Molinos  faw  himfelf  openly  attacked  with  great  vi- 
gor and  malice  :  and  he  was  alfo  fuppofed  to  be  attacked  with 
no  lefs  vigor  in  a  more  private  way.  The  power  of  the  je- 
fuits was  then  formidable  in  France,  when  father  de  la  Chaife, 
having  the  confcience  of  Lewii  XiV.  at  his  difpofal,  was  in 
CiFe6t  the  head  of  the  Gallican  church.  Lewis  had  juft  re- 
voked the  edict  of  Nantz,  and  left  the  Hugonots  to  fupport 
themfelves  as  well  as  they  could  againft  the  perfecuting  fury 
of  their  catholic  countrymen.  Now  it  was  believed,  that  the 
jefuits  at  Rome  propofed  the  matter  of  Molinos  to  father  de 
Ja  Chaife,  as  a  fit  reproach  to  be  made  to  the  pope  in  that 
king's  name  :  namely,  that  while  he  himfelf  was  employing 
all  poflible  means  to  extirpate  herefy  out  of  his  dominions, 
the  pope  was  cherilliing  it  in  his  own  palace  ;  and  while  the 
pope  contended  with  fuch  an  unyieldmg  zeal  for  the  rights  of 
the  church,  he  was  entertaining  a  perfon,  who  corrupted  the 
do^lrine,  or  at  leaft  the  devotion,  of  that  body,  of  which  he 
had  the  honor  to  be  the  head.  Upon  the  whole,  the  jefuits 
at  length  prevailed ,  and  Molinos,  after  a  fevcre  examination 

©f 


(QUILLET.  65 

of  his  book,  was  dapt  up  by  the  inquifitlon  in  May  1685. 
It  is  not  to  be  conceived,  bow  inftantly  all  difcourfes  about 
him  ceafed  ;  and  in  this  profound  fiience  the  bufinf"rs  of  the 
Quietifts  lay,  till  February  ibSy.  Then,  upon  the  impri- 
fonment  of  more  than  two  hundred  perfons,  many  among 
whom  were  of  hi?h  quality,  a  fudden  tumult  arofe  ;  upon 
which  the  inouifition  proceeded  to  try  Molinos  in  form,  and, 
after  extracSfing  certain  heretical  prr.pofitions  from  II  Guida 
Spiritualc,  decreed,  that  his  do(?inne  was  falfe  and  perni- 
cious, and  that  his  book  fhould  be  burned.  He  was.  forced 
to  recant  his  errors  publckly  on  a  fcaffolH,  ere£led  in  the  do- 
minican's  church,  before  the  college  or  cardinals  ;  and  was 
condemned  for  life  to  a  prifon,  whither  he  was  conduced  in 
a  penitential  habit,  Fourthoufand  piftoles  and  above  twenty 
thoufand  letters  were  found  on  him,  by  which  the  number 
and  quality  of  his  followers  were  known. 

Thus  a  party  of  the  religious,  that  was  believed  to  be  a 
million  ftrong,  was  at  once  extinguifhcd,  or  at  lead  fupprefled 
ih  far,  as  never  to  be  able  to  form  a  body  afterwards  ;  and 
Molinos,  who  lived  above  twenty  years  at  Rome  in  the 
higheft  reputation  poffible,  became  loon  as  much  hated  as 
ever  he  was  admired.  He  was  not  only  confidered  as  a  con- 
demned and  abjured  heretic,  but  was  faid  to  have  been  con-  n 
vi6led  of  much  hypocrify,  and  of  a  very  lewd  courle  of  life  : 
which  was  fo  firmly  believed  by  the  Romans,  that  he  was 
treated  by  them,  on  the  day  of  his  abjuration,  with  all  pof- 
fible indignities  ;  the  people  crying  out  /ire,  fire,  and  the 
guards  with  difficulty  preferving  him  from  their  rage.  He 
died  in  1690,  after  having  lain  upwards  of  twelve  years  ia 
prifon. 

For  a  more  particular  account  of  the  do(Slrine  of  the  Qui- 
etirts,  fee  a  letter  of  Dr.  Burnet,  in  the  firll  volume  of  his 
TraJis,  printed  in  1689,    12 mo. 

Q_U  I L  L  E  T    (Claudius)  an  ingenious  French  wri- 
ter, whofe  talent  was  Latin  poetry,  was  born  at  Chinon  in 
Touraine,   about  the,  year    1602.     He   itudied  phyfic,    and    Bavle  Dia. 
pradtifed  it  for  fomc  years  in  the  beginning  of  his  life.   When  --Sai'let: 
Mr.  de  Laubardemont,  counfellor  of  ftate,   and  a  creature   &c.  torn,  v, 
of  cardinal  Richelieu,  was  fcnt  to  take  cognizance  of  the  fa- 
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mous  pretended  pofleflion  of  the  nuns  of  Loudun,  with  fe- 
cret  infl:ru(5tIons  doubtlefs  to  find  it  real.  Quillet  was  in  that 
town  ;  and  believing  it  to  be  all  a  farce,  with  a  view  of  ex- 
pofing  it,  challenged  the  devil  of  thofe  nuns,  and  utterly 
nonplufled  and  confounded  him.  Laubardemont  was  offend- 
ed at  it,  and  iflued  out  a  warrant  againli  Quillet ;  who,  per- 
ceiving the  mummery  to  be  carried  on  by  cardinal  Richelieu, 
in  order  to  deftroy  the  unhappy  Grandier,  and  withal,  as 
Sorberiana.  fome  fuppofe,  to  frighten  Lewis  XIII.  thought  it  not  fafe  to 
voceQuUlet.  continue  at  Loudun,  or  even  in  France,  and  therefor^  imme- 
diately retired  into  Italy,  This  muft  have  happened  about 
the  year  1634,  when  Grandier  was  executed. 

Arriving  at  Rome,  he  paid  his  rcfpec^s  frequently  to  the 
marfhal  d'Etrees,  the  French  embaflador  ;  and  was  foon  af- 
ter received  into  his  fervice,  as  fecretary  of  the  embafly.  He 
feems  to  have  returned  with  the  marfhal  to  France,  after  the 
death  of  cardinal  Richelieu.  While  he  was  at  Rome,  he 
began  his  Poem  called  Callipaedia  ;  the  firft  edition  of  which 
was  printed  at  Leyden  1655,  in  4to.  with  this  title,  Calvi- 
dii  Leti  CaHlpasdla,  feu  de  pulchras  prolis  habendae  ratione. 
Calvidius  Letus  is  almoft  an  anagram  of  his  name.  It  is 
not  known,  what  made  him  angry  with  cardinal  Mazarine  ; 
but  it  is  certain,  that  he  re£e6led  very  fatirically  upon  his 
eminence  in  this  famous  poem.  The  cardinal  fent  for  him 
upon  it ;  and  after  fome  kind  expoftulations  upon  what  he 
had  written,  afTured  him  of  his  ef{:eem,  and  difmilTed  him 
with  a  promife  of  the  next  good  abbey  that  (hould  fall,  which 
he  accordingly  conferred  upon  him  a  few  months  after  :  and 
this  had  fo  good  an  effect  upon  Quillet,  that  he  dedicated 
the  fecond  edition  of  his  book  to  the  cardinal,  after  having 
expunged  the  paffages  which  had  given  him  offence.  It  is 
remarkable,  that  Julius  Cjcfar  behaved  in  the  fame  manner, 
when  he  was  lampooned  by  Catullus  :  he  invited  the  poet  to 
fupper,  and  treated  him  with  fuch  a  generous  civility,  that 
he  made  him  his  friend  ever  after.  The  fecond  edition  of 
Callipaedia  was  printed  at  Paris  1 656,  in  8vo.  with  many  ad- 
ditions, and  Quillet's  own  name  to  it  :  and  the  author  fub- 
joined  two  other  pieces  of  Latin  poetry,  one  Ad  Eudoxum, 
which  is  a  fi6^itious  name  for  fome  courtier  ;  another.  In 
obitu  Petri  Gallendi,  infignis  Philolbphi  k  Aftronomi.   Thefe 

are 


I 


Q^U  I  L  L  E  T.  ,  67 

are  all  the  produ£tions  of  Quillet,  which  ever  pafTed  the 
prefs  ;  although  he  wrote  a  long  Larin  poem  in  twelve  books, 
entitled  Henriciados,  in  honor  of  Henry  IV.  of  France,  and 
tranllated  all  the  fatyrs  of  Juvenal  into  French. 

As  to  the  Callipredia,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive^  that  it  was 
very  greedily  read  ;  and  though  the  fubje<5t  is  not  always 
treated  with  the  greateft  folidity,  yet  the  verfification  is  allow- 
ed to  be  every  where  beautiful.  Some  writers,  however, 
have  loudly  objected  to  certain  particularities  in  this  poem, 
and  cenfured  the  author  very  feverely  for  them,  ^\  This  ab- 
"  hot,  fays  Mr.  Baiilet,  intending  to  teach  men  how  to  get  Tom.  v.  as 
**  pretty  children,  has  endeavoured  to  reduce  all  the  precepts  ^^"^^* 
*'  of  that  new  art  into  four  books,  in  Latin  verfe,  intitled 
'*  Callipaedia.  Though  he  does  not  inform  the  public,  how 
"  *he  gained  his  knowledge  of  fo  many  rare  particulars,  it  was 
'^  neverthelefs  obferved,  that,  for  an  Abbot,  he  knew  more 
"  on  this  article,  than  the  moft  experienced  among  the  la- 
'*  ity  ;  and,  that  he  was  capable  of  teaching  even  nature  her- 
"  felf. — It  is  faid,  thatfome  paflages  in  it  are  finely  touched  ; 
"  but  that  it  alfo  contains  fdme  defcriptions  concerning  pro- 
"  creation,  which  are  abominable,  and  unworthy  of  a  man, 
*'  who  has  any  fenfe:  of  modefty  ;  and  that  he  feems  every 
"  where  to  glory  in  having  read  Petronius."  In  anfwer  to 
this,  Mr.  de  la  Monnoye  has  obferved,  in  a  note  upon  Bail- 
let,  that  Quillet  was  no  beneficed  man,  nor  had  any  connec- 
tion with  the  facred  order,  when  he  wrote  the  Callipaedia. 
Mr.  Bayle  alfo  has  apologized  for  Quillet  j  "  whofe  verfifi- 
*'  cation,  he  fays,  is  very  fine,  and  the  poet  appears  therein 
*'  to  have  ftudied  Lucretius  much  more  than  Petronius. 
*'  Thofe  were  not  miftaken,  who  told  Baiilet,  that  the  au- 
"  thor  fpeaks  plainly  concerning  procreation  ;  but  it  is  falfe 
*'  to  aflert,  that  this  is  unworthy  a  man,  who  has  anv  fenfe  of 
"  modefty  ;  Abbot  Qiiillet  faying  nothing,  but  what  is  found 
*'  in  grave  writers  on  phyfic."  As  to  the  merit  of  the  poenri, 
though  it  has  ufually  been  much  admired,  and  on  many  ac- 
counts certainly  with  good  reafbn,  yet  the  above  Mr.  de  la 
Monnoye,  a  moft  competent  and  able  judge,  has  fpoken  of 
it  in  terms  not  at  all  favorable.  He  thinks  the  great  recep- 
tion it  has  met  with,  owing  principally  to  the  fubje6^  ;  which 
he  fays  is  often  treated  in  a  very  frivolous  trifling  way,   efpe- 
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daily  in  the  fecond  book,  where  there  are  many  lines  con- 
cerning the  different  influences  of  the  conftellations  upon 
conception.  He  will  not  allow  the  verfification  to  refemble 
either  that  of  Lucretius  or  Virgil,  blames  the  diction  as  in- 
correct, and  difcovers  a!fo  errors  in  quantity.  This  is  the 
judgment,  which  this  critic  and  poet  has  pafTed  upon  Quillet's 
poem.     A  third  edition  of  the  Callipaedia  was  neatly  printed 

at  London  in  1708,  8vo.  to  which,  befides  the  two  little 
Latin  poems  above  mentioned,   wis  fubjoined  Scaevolae  Sam- 

marthani  Psedotrophiae,   five  de  puerorum  cducatione,   librl 

tres. 

Qiiillet  died  in  September  1661,  aged  59  years  ;   and  left 

all  his  papers,   together  with  five  hundred  crowns  for  the 

printing  his  Latin  poem  in  honor  of  Henry  IV.   to  Menage ; 

but  this,   on  fome  account  or  other,  was  never  executed. 


Q^U  INAUT  (Phi  lip)  a  celebrated  French  poet,  was 
born  of  a  good  family  at  Paris  in  1635.     He  cultivated  po- 
etry from  his  infancy.,   and  was  but  eighteen  years  of  age, 
when  his  comedy,  called  les  Saurs  rivales,  was  brought  upon 
the  ftage.     This  was  fuccecded  by  fifteen  dramatic  pieces, 
which  were  played  between  the  years   1654  and  1666.     At 
the  marriage  of  Lewis  XIV.  a  kind  of  allegorical  tragedy  was 
to  be  compofed  ;    and  (^linaut,  being  a  young  man  of  an 
a2;reeable  appearance,  was  pitched  upon  to  do  it.     The  fub- 
jecl  was  Lyfis  and  Hefperia :   Spain   being  meant  by   Hefpe- 
ria,  and  France  by  Lyfis.     Q^iinaut  had  juft  gained  a  great 
reputation  by  his   "  Falfe  Tiberius  ;"  which,  though  a  bad 
performance,  met  with  prodigious  fuccefs.     Lyiis  had  not  the 
fame  fortune  :  it  was  played  at  the  Louvre  the  9th  of  De- 
cember 1660,  but  had  nothing  beautiful,  except  the  machi- 
nery.    In  the  mean  time,  Qiiinaut  was  not  intirely  devoted 
to  poetry  :   he  applied  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  the  law,   and 
made  his  fortune  by  it;   for  marrying  the  widow  of  a  rich 
merchant,  to  whom  he  had  been  very  ufeful   in  his  profef- 
fion,  be  was  by  her  means  advanced  to  the  place  of  auditor 
of  accounts. 

Quinaut  afterwards  turned  himfelf  to  the  compofing  of 
operas,  which  were  fet  to  mufic  by  the  famous  Lully  ;  and 
Ivully  was  charmed  with  a  poet,  whofe  verfes  were  not  fo 
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ful!  or  force  and  nervous,  but  that  they  eafily  yielded  to  all 
the  capricious  airs  of  mufvc.  The  fatyrifts  of  his  time  laflied 
him  on  this  account :  they  reprefented  his  poetry,  as  with- 
out nerves  ;  and  faid  of  his  verfes,  as  fome  cenfors  did  of 
Horace's,  that  a  thou(and  fuch  might  be  made  in  a  day.  Mr. 
Boileau  is  frequently  fevere  on  our  author,  not  for  the  fee- 
blenefs  of  his  poetry,  but  for  its  foftnefs,  its  effeminacy,  its 
tendency  to  enervate  the  mind  and  corrupt  the  morals  :  Satire  x. 

la  morale  Jubrique 
Que  Lully  rechaufFa  des  fons  de  fa  mufique.   . 

Boileau  had  occafion  to  fpcak  of  Quinaut  more  explicitly, 
and  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  tranfcribe  the  paflage  ;  u^hich  is 
to  be  found  in  his  critical  reflcdions  upon  fome  pafTages  in 
Longinus,'  and  runs  thus  :  "  I  do  not  mean  here  to  caft  the  ^«^"^^o» 
"  leaft  flur  upon  the  memory  of  Mr.  Q^iinaut,  who,  not- 
*'  withftanding  all  our  poetic  fracas,  died  in  friendfhip  with 
"  me.  He  had,  I  own,  a  great  deal  of  genius,  and  a  very 
*'  fmgular  talent  in  writing  verfes  fit  for  mufic.  But  then 
*'  thefe  verfes  had  no  great  force  in  them,  nothing  elevated  : 
*'  and  it  was  their  very  feeblenefs,  which  made  them  fitter 
*'  for  the  mufician,  to  whom  they  owe  their  principal  glory. 
''  In  fhort,  his  operas  are  the  only  part  of  his  works  that 
*'  are  enquired  after,  and  principally  for  the  fake  of  the  mu- 
"  fie  that  accompanies  them  :  his  other  dramatic  pieces  have  ♦ 
"  long  fince  ceafed  to  be  acted,  fo  long  that  fcarcely  any  one 
*'  remembiTs  it.  As  to  Mr.  Qviinaut  himfelf,  he  was  a  very 
"  honeft  man,  and  withal  fo  modeft,  that  I  am  perfuaded, 
*'  if  he  were  alive,  he  would  not  be  lefs  offended  with  the 
"  extravagant  praifes  given  him  by  Mr.  Perrault,  than  with 
"  the  ftrokes  in  my  fatiies.'*  Qiiinault  has  found  another 
advocate  in  the  celebrated  Mr.  Voltaire,  who  commends 
him  "  for  his  lyric  poetry,  and  for  the  mildnefs  with  which 
"  he  oppofed  the  unjufi:  fatlres  of  Boileau. — Quinaut,  fays 
"  he,  in  a  manner  of  writing  altogether  new,  and  the  more 
"  difficult  for  its  fceming  eafinefs,  deferves  likewife  a  place 
"  among  thefe  illuflrious  contemporaries.  It  is  well  known.  He  had  juft 
"  with  how  little  juftice  Boileau  endeavored  to  depreciate  l*^^"  ^Fc^' 
*'  this  poet :  nor  ought  we  to  diffemble,  that  Boileau,  tho*  ncille,  Ra- 
"  admirable  in  other  refpe(Sts,  had  never  learned  to  facrifice  ^.^^*  ^' 

*  '  litre,  Foa- 
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"  to  tlie  graces.  It  was  in  vain,  that  he  fought  all  his  life 
*'  to  humble  a  man,  whofe  acquaintance  with  them  was  his 
*'  diftinguifliing  excellence.  The  trueft  elogium  of  a  poet 
*'  is,  when  his  verfes  are  thought  worthy  the  regard  of  pof- 
*'  terity.  This  has  happened  to  whole  fcenes  of  Q^nnaut : 
*'  an  advantage,  which  no  Italian  opera  ever  vet  attained. 
*'  The  French  mufic  has  continued  in  a  ftate  of  fimplicity, 
''  which  is  not  to  the  tafle  of  any  nation  :  but  the  artlefs  and 
*'  inimitable  ftrokes  of  nature,  which  frequently  appear  with 
^*'  fo  many  charms  in  Qi_iinaut,  ftill  pleafe,  in  all  parts  of 
"  Europe,  thofe  who  underftand  our  language,  and  are  pof- 
'^  feffed  of  a  refined  tafte.  Did  antiquity  furnifh  fuch  a 
*'  poem  as  Armida,  with  what  veneration  would  it  be  re- 
Slecle  At        u  ceived  ?   But  Qiiinau.t  is  a  modern." 

torn.  II.  ch*.        This  poet  died  in  1688,  after  having  enjoyed  a  handfome 

ag.  andun-   penfion  from  Lewis  XIV.  many  years.     We  are  told,  that 

Q^u  i-         he  tvas  an  extreme  penitent  m  nis  lalt  illnefs  tor  all  his  com- 

NAUT.      pofitions,   which  tended  to  infpire  love  and  pleafure.     We 

fhould  not  forget  to  obferve,  that  he  was  chofen  a  member 

of  the  French  academy  in  1670,   and  of  the  academy  of  in- 

fcriptions  in  1674.     His  life  is  prefixed  to  the  edition  of  his 

works  in  17 15. 

Q^UINTILIANUS  (Marcus  Fabius)   an  illuf- 
trious  rhetorician  and  critic  of  antiquity,   and  a  moft  excel- 
lent author,   was  born  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Clau- 
DodwelU        dius  Caefar,   about  the  year  of  Chrift  42.     Aufonius   calls 
^""^3^?        him  Hfpanum  and   Calagrurritanum  ;    from  whence   it  has 
nei,  Lond.      ufually  been  fuppofed,  that  he  was  a  native  of  Calagurris, 
1698.  Svo.    Qj.  Cai^horra,  in  Spain.     It  may  be  fo :   it  is  however  cer- 
tain, thai;  he  was  fent  to  Rome,  even  in  his  childhood,  where 
he  fpent  his  youth,  and   compleated  his  education  ;    having 
applied  himfelf  moft  particularly  to  the  cultivation  of  the  ars 
ora'oria.     In  the  year  61,  Galba  was  fent  by  the  emperor 
Nero  into  Spain,   as  governor  of  one  of  the  provinces  there.: 
and  Quintilian,  being  then  nineteen  years  old,  is  fuppofed  to 
have  attended  him,  and  to  have  taught  rhetoric  in  the  city  of 
Calagurrii,  all   the   while  Galba  continued  in  Spain.     And 
hence  it  is,  that  according  to  fome  he  was  called  Calagurri- 
tanus,  and  not  from  his  being  born  in  that  city.     Thefe  are 

pcrfuaded. 
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perfuaded,  in  fliort,  that  he  was  actually  born  in  Rome,  ail 
his  kindred  and  connections  belonging  to  that  city,   and  his 
whole  life  from  his  infancy  being  fpent  there,  except  the  fevea 
years  of  Galba's  government  in  Spain.     In  the  year  68,  up- 
on the  death  of  Nero,  Galba  returned  to  Rome,  and  took 
Quintilian  with  him  :  who  there  taught  rhetoric  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  government,  being  allowed  a  falary  out  of  the 
public  treafury.     He   taught  it   with  the  higheft  reputation, 
and  formed  many  excellent  orators,  who  did  him  great  ho- 
nor ;  among  whom  was  the  younger  Pliny,  who  continued  in 
his  fchool,  to  the  year   78.     He  continued  to  teach  it  for 
twenty  years  ;  and  then,  obtaining  leave  of  Domitian  to  re- 
tire, he  applied  himfelf  to  compofe  his  admirable  book,  called 
Inftitutiones  Oratoricae.     This  is  the  moft  compleat  work  of 
its  kind,  which  antiquity  has  left  us  ;  and  the  defign  of  it  is 
to  form  a  perfe6t  orator,  who  is  accordingly  conducted  there- 
in,  and  furnifVied   with  proper  inftrudions,    from    his  birth 
even  to  his  death.     It  abounds  with  excellent  precepts  of  all 
kinds,  relating  to  manners  as  well  as  criticifm  ;   and  cannot 
be  read  by  perfons  of  any  age,  but  with  the   greateft  profit 
and  advantage.   >*'  It  would  have  been   vaftly  prejudicial  to 
*'  the  literary  world,  fays  Mr,  Bayle,  had  Qt^iiniilian's  works   Dia. 
"  been  loft,   he  being  an  excellent  author:   and  it  were  to   l^jan^^' 
"  be  wifhed,   that  all   perfons,   who  mean   to  be  author?, 
"  would,  before  they  take  up  the  pen  for  that  purpofe,  read 
"  him  very  attentively,     I  am  extremely  forry,  that  I  did  not 
"  know  the  importance  of  this  advice,  till  it  was  too  late." 
The  firft  intire  copy  of  the  Inftitutiones  Oratoricae,  for  the 
Quintilian  then  in  Italy  was  horridly  mutilated  and  imper- 
fe6t,  was  difcovered  by  Poggius  in  the  monaftery  of  St.  Gall, 
at  the  time  of  holding  the  council  of  Conftance  :   a  great 
number  of  editions  have  fince  been  given  of  it  by  critics  of 
difterent  nations  :   but  the  beft  is  that  of  Leyden  1720,   in 
two  volumes  4to.   by  the  learned  Peter  Burman. 

In  the  mean  time,   Qiiintilian  did  not  only  lay  down  rules 
for  juft  fpeaking,  but  exhibited  alfo  his  eloquence  at  the  bar. 
He  pleaded,  as  he  himfelf  tells  us,  for  queen  Berenice  in  her  'juft.  Orat. 
prefence ;  and  was  judged  to  be  fo  able  a  lawyer,  that  his  ^^- ^.^-  "» 
pleadings  were  writ  down  in  order  to  be  fold  to  the  bookfel- 
lers.     This  pradice  however,  which  by  the  help  of  Ihort- 
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hand  prevailed  in  Rome,  as  it  has  fince  done  in  other  coun- 
tries,  fometimes  did   valt  injury   to  authors,    by  occafioning 
their  works   to   appear   under   their    names   very   imperfect. 
Quintilian  fuftered  on  this  account ;    as  the  following  pallkge 
in  him  plainly   (hews  :    "  the   only  quaere   in  the  caufe  of 
"  Naevius  Aprunianus  was,  vhether  he  threw  his  wife  head- 
"  long,  or  whether  flie  voluntarily  caft  herfelf  down.     This 
"  is  the   only   pleading,   fays  he,   I  have  yet  publifhed,    to 
"  v/hich  I  will  own  I  was  induced  by  a  youthful  thirft  after 
"  glory.      For  as  to  the  reft,   which  go  under  my  name,    as 
<'  they  were  corrupted  by  the  negligence  of  the  writer,  whofe 
*'  only  view  was  gain,   they  contain  but  very  little  of  what 
*'  1  can   call  my   own."     This  declaration  of  Quintilian, 
when  he  was  growing  old,   and  had  retired   from  bufmefs, 
may  teach  us  what  judgment  to  form  of  the  Declamationes, 
which  flill  go  under  his   name,   and   have  frequently  been 
printed  with  the  Inftitutiones  Oratoricae,     Burman  tells  us  in 
his  preface,   that  he  fubjoined   them  to  his  edition,   not  be- 
caufe  they  were  worthy  of  any  man's  time  and  pains,  but 
that  nothing  might  feem  wanting  to  the  curious.     He  will 
not  allow  them  to  be  Quintilian's,  but  fubfcribes  to  the  judg- 
ment of  thofe  critics,   who  fuppofe  them  to  be  the  produc- 
tions of  different  rhetoricians  in  different  ages  ;  fmce,  though 
none  of  them  can  be  thought  excellent,  fome  are  rather  more 
elegant  than  others. 

The  anonymous  dialogue  de  Oratoribus,  five  de  caufis 
corruptae  eloquentias,  has  fometimes  been  printed  with  Quin- 
tilian's works ;  yet  the  critics  do  not  fuppofe  it  to  be  his. 
Manyafcribe  it  to  Tacitus,  as  it  is  commonly  printed  with 
the  works  of  that  hiftorlan  ;  and  a  polite  fcholar,  now  liv- 
ing, feems  inclined  to  give  it  to  the  younger  Pliny  ;  *'  be- 
*'  caufe,  fays  he,  it  exactly  coincides  with  his  age,  is  addref- 
*'  fed  to  one  of  his  particular  friends  and  correfpondents,  and 
*'  is  marked  with  iome  fmiilar  expreflions  and  fentiments. 
"  But  as  arguments  of  this  kind  are  always  more  impofmg 
"  than  folid,"  he  wifely  leaves  it  as  "  a  piece,  concerning 
<*  the  author  of  which  nothing  fatisfadtory  can  be  colIe6led,'* 
only  "  that  it  is  evidently  a  compofition  of  that  period,  in 
*'  which  he  flouiiflied."  What  gave  occafion  to  its  being 
afcribed  to  Quintilian,  was,  that  he  actually  wrote  a  book 

upon 
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upon  this  very  fubjetSl,  and  with  this  very  title,  as  he  hlmfelf 
declares  :  yet  the  critics  are  convinced  by  arguments,   which    J«ft.  Orat. 
we  cannot  infert  here,  that  the  dialogue,   or  rather  fragment   proem!' '° 
of  the  dialogue,  nov/  extant,  is  not  that  of  which  Quintilian 
fpeaks,   but  the  produ6lion  of  lome  other  writer. 

QuintiJian  fpent  the  latter  part  of  his  life  with  great  dig- 
nity and  honor.  Some  imagine,  that  he  was  conful  :  but 
the  words  of  Aufonius,  on  which  they  ground  their  fuppofi- 
tion,  fhew,  that  he  did  not  pofiefs  the  confulfhip,  but  only 
the  confular  ornaments  :  honeftamenta  nominis  potius  quam 
infignia  poteftatis  :  and  we  may  add,  that  no  mention  is  Aufon.  in 
made  of  his  name  in  the  Fafti  Confulares.  It  is  certain,  ^^^^^^ 
that  he  was  preceptor  to  the  grand fons  of  the  emperor  Do- 
mitian's  fifter.  Though  Quintilian's  outward  condition  and 
circumftances  were  profperous  and  flourilhing,  yet  he  labored 
under  many  domeftic  affll<Siions,  which  tired  out  his  patience, 
and  forced  him  to  complain  of  the  cruelty  of  his  fate.  In 
his  4ifl:  year,  he  married  a  wife,  who  was  but  twelve  years 
old  ;  and  loft  her,  when  {he  was  nineteen.  He  beftows  the 
higheft  applaufes  on  her,  and  was  inconfolable  for  her  lofs. 
She  left  him  two  fons,  one  of  them  died  at  five  years  old, 
and  the  other  at  ten,  who  was  the  oldeft,  and  poirefled  ex- 
traordinary talents.  He  bewails  thefe  lofies  moit  patheti- 
cally :  he  would  have  left  off  writing,  and  thrown  into  the 
fire  all  his  compofitions  :  he  was  afraid  he  fhould  be  charged 
with  being  hard-hearted,  if  he  fhould  employ  his  tongue 
henceforward  in  any  thing,  but  in  inveighing  againft  Heaven  : 
and  he  did  not  omit  faying,  that  there  is  a  malicious  and  jea- 
lous being,  who  does  not  fufFer  very  promiiing  children  to 
be  long-lived.  Whoever  will  turn  to  the  proemlum  of  the 
fixth  book  of  his  Inftitutiones  Oratoricae,  may  fee,  how  in- 
decently the  wifeft  of  the  heathens  indulged  upon  certain  oc- 
cafions  their  impatience  and  murmuring. 

Quintilian  foon  got  the  better  of  all  rhis  grief.  Inftead  of 
burning  his  Inftitutiones  Oratorical,  which  was  not  then  above 
half  done,  he  continued  and  pcrfedled  it.  He  took  a  fecond 
wife  in  a  year  or  two  after,  by  whom  he  had  a  daughter, 
whom  he  lived  to  fee  married  ;  and  who,  at  the  time  of  her 
marriage,  received  a  handfome  dowry  from  his  old  fcholar  the 
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Plinii  Epift.  younger  Pliny  ;  in  confideration,  as  we  are  told,  that  ihe 
3*'  ^  *  "  was  married  to  a  perfoa  of  fuperior  rank,  which  required  her 
to  be  better  fitted  out,  upon  her  firil:  going  to  him,  than  her 
father's  circumftances  would  admit  of.  Quintilian  lived  to 
be  fourfcore  years  of  age,  or  upwards,  as  is  pretty  certainly 
determined  j  although  the  time  of  his  death  is  not  recorded. 
He  appears  from  his  works,  and  from  what  we  are  able  to 
collect  of  him,  to  have  been  a  man  of  great  innocence  and 
integrity  of  life.  His  Oratorical  Inftitutions  contain  a  great 
fiurtiber  of  excellent  moral  inftrudions  -,  and  it  is  a  main 
principle  ihculcated  in  them,  that  "  none  but  a  good  man 
"  can  make  a  good  orator  :"  which,  if  it  is  not  altogether 
true,  as  it  is  to  be  feared  it  is  not,  fhews  at  leaft  the  piety  of 
this  great  mafter. 

One  blemifti  however  there  lies  upon  Quintilian's  charac- 
ter, which  cannot  be  palTed  over  ;  and  that  is,  his  excefTive 
flattery  of  Domitian,  whom  he  calls  a  God,  and  fays,  that 
Proem,  ad  he  ought  to  be  invoked  in  the  firft  place.  He  calls  him  alfo 
a  moft  holy  cenfor  of  manners,  and  fays,  that  there  is  in 
him  a  certain  fupereminent  fplehdor  of  virtues.  Which  fort 
of  panegyric  muft  needs  be  highly  ofFenfive  to  all,  who  have 
read  the  hiftory  of  that  wicked  emperor  :  nor  can  any  excufe 
be  made  for  Quintilian,  but  the  necellity  he  Was  under  of 
ofFering  this  incenfe,  in  order  to  preferve  his  fafety  under  a 
prince,  moft  greedy  of  flattery,  and  who  might  probably  ex- 
pecSl  it  the  more  from  one,  on  whom  he  had  conferred  par- 
ticular favors,  as  he  certainly  had  on  Quintilian.  It  is  re- 
markable, that  Martial,  Statius  and  Julius  Frontinus  have  flat- 
tered this  emperor  in  the  like  manner. 

Q^UINTIN  MATSYS,  fometimes  called  the  far- 
rier of  Antwerp,  was  famous  for  having  been  transformed 
from  a  blackfmith  to  a  painter,  by  the  force  of  love,  and  for 
the  fake  of  a  miftrefs.  He  had  followed  the  trade  of  a  black- 
fmith and  farrier  near  twenty  years  ;  when  falling  in  love 
with  a  painter's  daughter,  who  was  very  handfome,  and  dif- 
liked  nothing  in  him  but  his  profeflion,  he  quitted  his  trade, 
and  betook  himfelf  to  painting  :  in  which  art,  afiifted  by  a 
good  natural  tafte,  a  mafter,  and  the  power  of  love  into  the 
bargain,  he  made  a  very  uncommon  and  furprifing  progrefs. 

He 
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He  was  a  painful  and  diligent  imitator  of  ordinary  life,  and 
much  better  at  rcprefenting  the  defers,  than  the  beauties  of 
nature.  One  of  his  bed  pieces  is  a  defcent  from  the  crofs, 
in  the  chapel  at  the  cathedral  of  Antwerp  :  for  which,  and  a 
multitude  of  other  hiftories  and  portraits,  he  gained  a  great 
multitude  of  admirers  ;  efpecially  for  his  laborious  neatnefs, 
which  in  truth  was  the  principal  part  of  his  chara£ler.  He 
died  pretty  old  in  1529.  His  works  are  difperfed  through- 
out Europe. 

Q^UINTINIE  (John  de  la)  a  famous  French  gar- 
diner,  was  born  at  Poi^liers  in  the  year  1626.  After  a  courfe  ,. 
of  philofophy,  he  applied  himfelf  to  the  law,  and  came  to 
Paris  in  order  to  be  admitted  an  advocate.  He  had  a  great 
deal  of  natural  eloquence,  which  was  alfo  improved  by  learn- 
ing ;  and  acquitted  himfelf  fo  well  at  the  bar,  as  to  gain  the 
admiration  and  efteem  of  the  chief  magiftrates.  Mr.  Tam- 
boneau,  prefident  of  the  chamber  of  accounts,  being  inform- 
ed of  his  merit,  engaged  him  to  undertake  the  praeceptorfhip 
of  his  only  fon,  which  Qiiintinie  executed  entirely  to  his  fa- 
tisfaftion  ;  applying  his  leifure  hours  in  the  mean  time  to 
the  ftudy  of  agriculture,  towards  which  he  had  by  nature  a 
ftrong  inclination.  He  made  his  advantage  of  Columella, 
Varro,  Virgil,  and  all  authors  ancient  or  modern,  who  had 
written  about  it ;  and  gained  new  lights  by  a  journey,  which 
he  made  with  his  pupil  into  Italy.  All  the  gardens  in  Rome 
and  about  it  were  open  to  him  ;  and  he  never  failed  to  make 
the  nioft  ufeful  obfervations,  joining  all  along  pracHiice  with 
theory.  On  his  return  to  Paris,  Mr.  Tamboneau  entirely 
gave  up  to  him  his  garden,  to  manage  as  he  pleafed ;  and 
Qiiintinie  applied  himfelf  to  fo  intenfe  a  ftudy  of  the  opera- 
tions of  nature  in  this  way,  that  he  foon  became  famous  all 
over  France.  The  celebrated  prince  of  Conde,  who  is  faid 
to  have  joined  the  pacific  love  of  agriculture  to  a  reftlefs  fpi- 
rit  for  war,  took  great  pleafurc  in  converfing  with  Quinti- 
nie.  He  came  to  England  about  the  year  1673  ;  and  during 
his  flay  here,  paid  a  vifit  to  Mr.  Evelyn,  who  prevailed  on 
him  to  communicate  fome  diredions  concerning  melons,  for 
the  cultivation  of  which  Quintinie  was  remarkably  fan^ous. 
They  were  tranfmitted  to  Mr,  Evelyn  from  Paris  3  and  after- 
wards. 
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wards,  in  1693,  piiblifhed  by  him  in  Englifh.  Charles  II. 
made  Quintinie  an  offer  of  a  confiderable  penfion,  if  he  would 
ftay  and  take  upon  him  the  direi^ion  of  his  gardens  :  but 
Quintinie  chofe  to  ferve  his  own  king,  Lewis  XIV.  who 
eredled  purpofely  for  him  a  new  office  of  director  general  of 
all  his  majefty*s  fruit  and  kitchen  gardens.  The  royal  gar- 
dens, while  Quintinie  lived,  were  the  admiration  of  the  cu- 
rious ;  and  when  he  died,  the  king  hrmfelf  was  much  affect- 
ed with  it,  and  could  not  forbear  faying  to  his  widow,  that 
*'  he  had  as  great  a  lofs  as  fhe  had,  and  never  expected  to 
•'  have  it  repaired."  Quintinie  died  very  old,  but  we  know 
not  in  what  year.  He  greatly  improved  the  art  of  gardening 
and  tranfplanting  trees  :  and  his  book,  intitled  "  Directions 
«*  for  the  management  of  fruit  and  kitchen  gardens,"  contains 
precepts,  which  have  been  followed  by  all  Euro]^.- 

Q^UINTUS    CALABER,    a  Greek   poet,    who 
wrote  a  large  fupplement  to  Homer's  Iliad  in  fourteen  books, 
in  which  a  relation  is  given  of  the  Trojan  war,  from  the 
death  of  He6tor  to  the  deftru£tion  of  Troy.     It  is  conjec- 
tured, from  his  ftile  and  manner,  that  he  was  either  con- 
temporary with,  or  lived  near  the  age  of,   Coluthus,   who 
wrote  a  poem  on  the  rape  of  Helen  in  the  fifth  century  ;  and 
with  other  authors,  who  flourilhed  at  that  time  :   for,  fays 
Rhodomannus,  one  of  his  editors,  "  if  we  examine  in  a  cri- 
*'  tical  way  the  didtion  of  Quintus,  Coluthus,  Tryphiodorus, 
*'  Mufaeus,   the  poet  1  mean  who  fung  the  loves  of  Hero  and 
.  *'  Leander,  and  Nonnus,  we  fhall  find  a  very  exaft   refem- 
*'  blance  between  his  caft  and  manner  of  writing  and  theirs  ; 
*'  whence  one  may  juftly  infer,  that  they  lived  about  the 
*'  fame    time."     As  to  his  country,   fome   have  concluded 
him  to  be  a   Smyrnaean,    and  inftead  of  Qiiintus  Calaber 
have  called  him  Quintus  Smyrnasus,    becaufe  in  the   12th 
book  he  (peaks  of  his  having  fed  fheep  at  Smyrna  :    but  this 
feems  to  be  but  a  fimple  foundation  to  build  upcn,   fmce  it 
may  eafily  be  conceived  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  mere  po- 
etic fiction.     In  fhort,  nothing  certain  can  be  collected  ei- 
ther .concerning  his  perfon  or  his  country  ;   and  fo  far,   at 
leaft,  he  may  be  compared  to  Homer.     His  poem  was  firft 
made  known  by  cardinal  Beflarion,  who  difcovered  it  in  St. 
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Nicholas's  church,  near  Otranto  in  Calabria  ;  from  whence 
the  author  was  named  Quintus  Calaber.     It  is  entitled  Para- 
lipomena,    or  PraetermifTa  ab  Homero  ;    which,    fuppohng 
Homer's  poem  to  be   imperfect  and  defe6tive,   has  expofed 
him  to  the  cenfure  and  fevcrity  of  fome  critics.     *'  The  good 
"  man,    fay  they,   is    greatly   de:eived    in  thinking  Homer 
"  wanted  any  thing  to  compleat  him.     The  mafters  of  the 
*'  art  of  poetry  all  allow,  that  the  Iliad   is  a  finiflied  poem ; 
*'  and  properly  concludes  with  the  death  of  Hedlor,  fmce  the 
"  anger  of  Achilles,   which  is  the   fubje^l:  of  it,  ends  there: 
"  fo  that  whatever  portion  of  genius  the  Calabrian  may  pof- 
"  fefs,  he  is  manifeftly  ignorant  of  the  fundamental  rules  of 
"  his  art."     Father  Rapin  has  treated  our  author  with  much   g  .,, 
contempt ;   and  fays,  that,  far  from  being  qualified  to  write   Jugemens, 
continuations  of  either  Iliad  or  OdyfTee,   he  has  not  the  leaft  ^^'  '^' 
refemblance  of  Homer's  eafe  and  fpirit,   nor  any  thing  exadl 
or  regular  about  him.     Others  afcribe  to  him  genius  and 
learning  in  abunda^ice  ;   and  a  learned  German,  called  Frei- 
gius,  has  pulhed  his  admiration  of  him  fo  far,  that  he  can- 
not be  content  with  giving  him  a  lefs  title,  than  that  of  Ho- 
merus  refufcitatus,  or  *'  Homer  raifed  from  the  dead."     In 
the  mean  time,   leaving  thefe  extravagant  perfons  to  them- 
felves,   it  is  but  juftice  to  Qiiintus  to  fay,  that  there  is  fome 
degree  of  merit  in  him  as  a  writer,  and  that  he  is  not  alto- 
gether unworthy  of  being  read. 

He  was  firft  publifhed  at  Venice  by  Aldus,  it  is  not  faid 
in  what  year :  then  by  Freigius  at  Bafil  in  1569  :  then  by 
Rhodomannus  at  Hanover  in  1604:  and  laft  of  all,  very 
neatly  and  elegantly  in  8vo.  at  Leyden,  1734,  with  this  ti- 
tle, viz.  Quinti  Calabri  Practermiflbrum  ab  Homero  Libri 
XIV.  Graece,  cum  vcrfionc  LatinaS:  integris  emendationibus 
Laurentii  Rhodomanni ;  &  adnotamentis  feiedtis  Claudii  Dauf- 
queii.  Curante  Joanne  Cornelio  de  Pauw,  qui  fuas  etiam 
emendationes  addidit. 
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ABELAIS  (Francis)  a  celebrated  French  wit, 
was  the  Ton  of  an  apothecary  j  and  born  about  the 
NIceron,  year  1483  at  Chinon,  in  the  province  of  Touraine.  He  was 
_Luv  of  ^""^^  "P  ^"  ^  convent  of  Francifcan  friars  in  Poiclou,  the  con- 
Rabelais,  vent  of  Fontenoy  le  Come  ;  and  was  received  into  their  or- 
^Yngm  ^^^'  ^^5  ftrong  inclination  and  tafte  for  literature  and  the 
tranflation  fciences  made  him  tranfcend  the  bounds,  which  refi-rained 
bj  MnMo^'  ^'"^  learned  in  his  times  ;  fo  that  he  not  only  became  a  great 
tsauxjLond.  linguift,  but  an  adept  in  all  branches  of  knowled^ie.  His  un- 
two  vol?  common  capacity  and  merit  foon  excited  the  jealoqfy  of  his 
Std.  brethren.     Hence  he  was  envied  by  fomc  ;  others,   through 

ignorance,  thought  him  a  conjurer  ;  and  all  hated  and  a- 
bufed  him,  particularly  becaufe  he  ftudied  Greek  ;  the  no- 
velty of  that  language  making  them  efleem  it  not  only  barba- 
rous, but  antichriftian.  This  we  collect  from  a  Greek 
epiftle  of  Budaeus  to  Rabelais,  in  which  he  praifes  him 
highly  for  his  great  knowledge  in  that  tongue,  and  exclaims 
againfl  the  llupidity  and  malice  of  the  friars. 

Having  endured  their  perfecutions  for  a  long  time,  he  ob- 
tained permiiTion  of  pope  Clement  VII,  to  leave  the  fociety 
of  St.  Francis,  and  to  enter  into  that  of  St.  Bennet  ;  but  his 
mercurial  temper  prevailing,  he  did  not  find  any  more  fa- 
tisfadtion  among  the  Benedi£iincs,  than  he  had  found  a- 
mong  the  Francifcans,  fo  that  after  a  ihort  time  he  lefc  aJfo 
them.  Changing  the  regular  habit  for  that,  which  is  worn 
by  fecular  priefls,  he  rambled  up-  and  down  for  a  while ;  and 
then  fixed  at  Montpelier,  where  he  took  the  degrees  in  phy- 
fic,  and  pra6lifed  with  great  reputation.  He  was  infinitely 
admired  for  his  great  wit  and  great  learning,  and  became  a 
man  of  fuch  weight  and  eftimation,  that  the  univerfity  of 
that  place  deputed  him  to  Paris  upon  a  very  important  er- 
rand. His  reputation  and  charadler  were  fpread  through  the 
kingdom  ;  fo  that,  when  he  arrived  at  Paris,  the  chancellor 
du  Prat,  moved  with  the  extraordinary  accomplifhments  of 
the  man,  eafily  granted  -all  that  he  follicited.     He  returned 
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to  Montpelicr ;  and  the  fervlce  he  did  the  unlverfity  upon 
this  occafion  is  given  as  a  reafon,  why  all  the  candidates  for 
degrees  in  phyfic  there  are,  upon  their  admiffion  to  them, 
formally  inverted  with  a  robe,  which  Rabelais  left :  this  ce- 
remony having  been  inflituted  in  honor  of  hini. 

In  1532,  Rabelais  publifhed  at  Lyo^s  fome  pj^es  of  Hip- 
pocrates and  Galen,  with  a  dedication  to  the  biftiop  of  Ma- 
ille^ais  ;  in  which  he  tells  him,  that  he  had  read  lec^ure§ 
upon  the  aphorifnis  of  Hippocrates,  and  the  ars  medica  of 
Galen,  before  numerous  audiences  in  the  univerfity  of  Mont- 
pelier.  This  was  the  laft  year  of  his  continuance  in  this 
place  ;  for  the  year  after  he  went  to  Lyons,  where  he  be- 
came phyfician  to  the  hofpital,  and  joined  le6tures  with  prac- 
tice for  fome  years  following.  John  du  Bellay,  bifhop  of 
Paris,  going  to  Rome  in  1534,  upon  the  bufmefs  of  our 
Henry  the  Vlllth's  divorce  from  Catherine  of  Spain,  and  paf- 
fing  through  Lyons,  carried  Rabelais  with  him,  in  quality 
of  his  phyfician  ;  who  returned  however  home  in  about  fix 
months.  He  had  quitted  his  religious  connexions,  for  the 
fake  of  leading  a  life  more  fuitable  to  his  tafte  and  humour: 
but  he  afterwards  renewed  them,  and  in  a  fecond  journey  to 
Rome,  obtained  in  1536,  by  his  intereft  with  fome  cardi- 
nals, a  brief  from  pope  Paul  III,  to  qualify  him  for  holding 
ecclefiaftical  benefices.  John  du  Bellay,  made  a  cardinal  in 
1533,  had  procured  the  abbey  of  St.  Maur  near  Paris  to  be 
fecularized  ;  and  into  this  was  Rabelais,  now  a  benedi6tine 
monk,  received  as  a  fecular  canon.  Here  he  is  fuppofed  to 
have  begun  his  famous  romance,  intitled,  "  The  lives,  he- 
"  roic  deeds,,  and  fayings  of  Gargantua  and  Pantagruel." 
He  continued  in  this  retreat  till  1545,  when  the  cardinal  du 
Bellay,  his  friend  and  patron,  nominated  him  to  the  cure  of 
Meudon,  which  he  is  faid  to  have  filled  with  great  zeal  and 
application  to  the  end  of  his  life.  His  profound  knowledge 
and  fkill  in  phyfic  made  him  doubly  ufeful  to  the  people  un- 
der his  care  ;  and  he  was  ready  upon  all  occafions  to  relieve  * 
them  under  bodily  indifpofitions,  as  well  as  to  confult  ancl 
provide  for  the  fafety  of  their  fouls.  He  died  in  1553.  As 
he  was  a  great  wit,  many  witticifms  and  facetious  fayings 
are  laid  to  his  charge,  which   he  knew   nothing  of;  and 
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many  ridiculous  circumftances  related  of  his  life  and  death, 
which  it  is  but  juftice  to  him  to  omit  as  fabulous. 

He  publifhed  feveral  things,  but  his  Chef  d'Ouvre  is, 
"  The  hiftory  of  Gargantua  and  Pantagruel.**  'Tis  a  fa- 
tyr,  in  the  form  of  a  romance,  upon  monks,  priefts,  popes, 
and  fools  and  knaves  of  all  kinds  ;  where  wit  and  learning 
are  fcattered  about  with  great  profufion,  but  in  a  manner 
wild  and  irregular,  and  with  a  ftrong  mixture  of  obfcenity, 
coarfe  and  puerile  jefts,  prophane  allufions,  and  low  raillery. 
Hence  it  has  come  to  pafs,  that  while  fome  have  regarded 
it  as  a  prime  effort  of  the  human  wit,  and,  like  Homer's 
poems,  as  an  inexhauftible  fource  of  learning,  fcience,  and 
knowledge,  others  have  affirmed  it  to  be  nothing  but  an  un- 
intelligible rhapfody,  a  heap  of  foolifh  conceits,  without 
meaning,  without  coherence  ;  a  collection  of  grofs  impie- 
ties and  obfcenitics.  Both  parties  have  reafon  for  what  they 
fay;  that  is,  the  truth  lies  between  them  both.  Rabelais 
certainly  intended  to  fatyrife  the  manners  of  his  age,  as  ap- 
pears plainly  enough  from  the  general  turn  and  nature  of 
his  work  ;  but  from  a  certain  wildnefs  and  irregularity  of 
manner,  what  he  alludes  to  or  m>eans  in  fome  particular  paf- 
fages,  does  not  appear  fo  plain.  They  muft  be  greatly  pre- 
judiced againil  him,  who  will  not  allow  him  to  have  wit, 
learning,  and  knowledge  of  various  kinds  ;  and  fo  muft 
they,  who  cannot  fee  that  he  is  oftentimes  low,  coarfe, 
prophane,   and  obfcene. 

The  monks,  who  are  the  chief  object  of  his  fatyr,  gave 
fome  oppofition  to  it,  when  it  firfl:  began  to  be  publifhed, 
for  it  was  publifhed  by  parts,  in  1535  :  but  this  oppofition 
was  foon  overruled  by  the  powerful  patronage  of  Rabelais 
among  the  great.  The  beft  edition  of  his  works  is  that  with 
cuts,  and  the  notes  of  le  Duchat  and  da  Monnoye,  1741,  in 
3  vols.  4to.  Mr.  Motteaux  publifhed  an  Englifh  tranfla- 
tion  of  it  at  London  1708,  in  two  volumes  8vo;  with  a 
preface  and  notes,  in  which  he  endeavours  to  fhew,  that 
Rabelais  has  painted  the  hiftory  of  his  own  time,  under  an 
ingenious  li£^ion  and  borrowed  names.  Ozell  publifhed  af- 
terwards a  new  tranflation,  with  Duchat's  notes,  5  vol.  120. 
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R  ACAN  (Honor  AT  de  Bevil,  Marquis  of)  a  French 
poet,  was  born  at  Roche  Racan  in  Touraine,  anno  1589. 
At  fixtecn  years  of  age,  he  was  made  one  of  the  pages  to 
Henry  IV  ;  and,  as  he  began  to  amufe  himfclf  with  writ- 
ing verfes,  he  got  acquainted  with  Malherbe,  from  whom 
he  learned  all  the  (kill  he  had  in  French  poetry.  Mal^ierbe 
reproached  him  with  being  too  negligent  and  incorrect  in  his 
verfification,  and  Bolleau  has  paiTed  the  flime  Cenfure  on 
him  J  yet  affirms  him  to  have  had  more  genius  than  his  maf- 
ter,  and  to  have  been  as  capable  of  writing  in  the  Epic  way, 
as  he  was  in  the  Lyric,  in  which  he  particularly  excelled. 
Mena2;e  has  alfo  fpoken  highly  of  Racan,  in  his  additions  and 
alterations  to  his  Remarques  fur  les  Poefies  de  Malherbe. 
What  is  moft  extraordinary  in  this  poet,  is,  that  he  acquired 
perfedlion  in  his  art  by  mere  dint  of  genius  ;  for,  as  fome  re- 
late, he  had  never  ftudied  at  all,  but  even  (hewn  an  incapa- 
city for  attaining  the  Latin  tongue.  Upon  quitting  the  ofiice- 
of  page,  he  entered  into  the  army  ;  but  this,  more  to  oblige 
his  father,  the  marquis  of  Racan,  than  out  of  any  inclina* 
tion  of  his  own  :  and  therefore  after  two  or  three  campains, 
he  returned  to  Paris,  where  he  married  a  wife,  and  devoted 
himfelf  to  books  and  poetry.  His  works  confift  of  facrcd  odes, 
paftorals,  letters,  and  memoirs  of  the  life  of  Malherbe,  pre- 
fixed to  many  editions  of  the  works  of  that  poet.  He  was 
chofen  one  of  the  members  of  the  French  academy,  at  the 
time  of  its  foundation.  He  died  in  1670,  aged  eighty  one 
years.  He  had  fo  low  a  voice,  that  he  could  fcarccly  be 
heard. 
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RACINE  (John)  an  illuftrious  French  poet^  was  born 
at  la  Ferte-Milon  in  1639,  and  educated  at  Port -Royal  : 
where  he  gave  the  greateft  proofs  of  uncommon  abilities  and 
genius.  During  three  years  continuance  there,  he  made  a 
moft  rapid  progrefs  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  tongues,  and  in 
all  polite  literature.  His  genius,  lying  towards  poetry, 
made  him  particularly  fond  of  Sophocles  and  Euripides  5  in- 
fomuch  that  he  is  faiJ  to  have  learned  thefe  two  great  au- 
thors by  heart.  He  happened  upon  the  Gre^k  romance  of 
Heliodorus,  "  of  the  Loves  of  Theagenes  ^nd  Chariclea," 
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and  was  reading  it  very  greedily  ;  when  his  director  fur- 
prifing  him  took  the  book,  and  threw  it  into  the  fire.  Ra- 
cine found  means  to  get  another  copy,  which  alfo  under- 
went the  fame  fate ;  and  after  that  a  third,  which,  havins;  a 
prodigious  memory,  he  got  by  heart ;  and  then,  carrying  it 
to  his  director,  faid,  "  You  may  now  burn  this,  as  you 
"  have  burned  the  two  former.'* 

Leaving  Port-Royal,  he  went  to  Paris,  and  ftudied  logic 
fome  time  In  the  college  of  Harcourt.  The  French  poetry 
had  taken  his  fancy,  and  he  had  already  compofed  fome  lit- 
tle pieces  in  it ;  but  it  was  in  1660,  when  all  the  poets  were 
making  their  utmoft  efforts  upon  the  marriage  of  the  king, 
that  he  firft  difcovered  himfelf  to  the  public.  His  La  Nymphe 
de  la  Seine',  written  upon  that  occafion,  was  highly  approv- 
ed by  Chapelain  *,  and  fo  powerfully  recommended  by  him  to 
Colbert,  that  the  minifter  fent  Racine  a  hundred  piftolcs 
from  the  king,  and  fettled  a  penfion  on  him,  as  a  man  of 
letters,  of  600  livres,  which  was  paid  him  to  the  day  of  his 
death.  The  narrownefs  of  his  circumftances  had  put  him 
upon  a  defign  of  retiring  to  Uzes  ;  where  an  uncle,  who  was 
canon  regular  and  vicar  general  of  Uzes,  offered  to  refign  to 
him  a  priory  of  his  order  which  he  then  poffeffed,  if  he 
would  become  a  regular  :  and  he  ftill  wore  the  ecclefiaftical 
habit,  when  he  wrote  the  tragedy  of  Theagenes,  which  he 
prefented  to  Moliere  ;  and  that  of  the  Freres  Ennemis  in 
1664,  the  fubjedl  of  which  was  given  him  by  Moiiere. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  fuccefs  of  his  ode  upon  the  king's 
marriage  fpurred  him  to  attempt  higher  things,  and  carried 
him  at  length  intirely  to  the  fervice  of  the  theatre.  In  1666, 
he  publiflied  his  tragedy  of  Alexandra  ;  concerning  which 
Mr.  de  Vaiincour  relates  a  h<Si,  which  he  had  from  Racine 
himfcjf.  Reading  this  play  to  Corneille,  he  received  th« 
higheff  encomiums  from  that  great  writer  ;  but  at  the  fame 
time  was  advifed  by  him  to  apply  himfelf  to  any  other  kinds 
of  poetry,  as  more  proper  for  his  genius,  than  dramatic. 
"  Corneille,  adds  Mr.  de  Vaiincour,  was  incapable  of  low- 
'^  jcaloufy  :  if  he  fpoke  fo  to  Mr.  Racine,  it  is  certain  that 
'«  he  thought  (o.  But  we  know,  that  he  preferred  Lucan  to 
*'  Virgil ;  from  whence  he  muft  conclude,  that  the  art  of 
**  \yriting  excellent  verfe,  and  the  art  of  judging  excellently 
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*^  of  poets   and    poetry,  do   not  always  meet  in  the  fame 
**  perfon." 

Racine's  diamatic  chara6ler  embroiled  him  at  this  time 
with  the  gentlemen  of  Port-Royal.  Mr.  Nicole,  in  his  vi- 
fionaires  and  imaginaires,  had  thrown  out  occafionally  fome 
poignant  firokes  againft  the  writers  of  romance  and  poets 
of  the  theatre,  whom  he  called  "  the  public  poifonners,  not 
*'  of  bodies,  but  of  fouls  :"  des  empoiformeuro  publics,  non 
des  coips  mais  des  amcs.  Racine,  taking  himfelf  to  be  in- 
cluded in  this  cenfure,  was  fomevvhat  provoked,  and  addrefied 
a  very  animated  letter  to  Mr.  Nicole  ;  in  which  he  did  not 
fo  much  concern  himfelf  with  the  fubjecSl  of  their  difference, 
as  endeavour  to  turn  into  ridicule  the  folitaires  and  religious  | 
of  the  Port- Royal.  Meilieurs  du  Bois  and  Barbier  Daucour 
having  each  of  them  replied  to  this  letter,  Racine  oppofed, 
them  in  a  fecond  as  fprightly  as  the  firft.  Thcfe  letters, 
publiflied  in  1666,  are  to  be  found  in  the  edition  of  Racine's 
works  1728,  and  alfo  in  the  laft  editions  of  the  works  of 
Boileau.  In  1668,  he  publiflied  Les  Plaideurs,  a  comedy, 
and  Andromache,  a  tragedy  ;  which,  though  it  had  great 
fuccefs,  was  a  good  deal  criticifed.  The  chara<5ter  of  Pyr- 
rhus  was  thought  overftrained  and  too  violent;  and  the  ce- 
lebrated a6for  Montflcuri  had  certainly  reafon  to  think  that 
of  Oreftes  fo,  fmce  the  efforts  he  made  in  reprefenting  it  coft 
him  hisiife.  He  continued  to  exhibit  from  time  to  time  fe- 
veral  great  and  noble  tragedies;  Britannicus,  in  1670: 
Berenice,  in  1671  :  Bajazet,  in  1672  :  Mithridates,  in 
1673:  Ipbigenia,  in  1675:  Phasdra,  in  1677.  During; 
which  time,  he  met  with  all  that  oppolition,  which  envy 
and  cabal  are  ever  ready  to  fet  up  againff  a  fuperior  genius ; 
and  one  Pradon,  a  poet,  wbofe  name  is  not  worth  remerr- 
bering,  was  then  employed  by  pcrfons  of  the  firft  diftinciion 
to  have  a  Phaedra  ready  for  the  theatre,  againft  the  time  that 
Racine's  fi;ould  appear. 

After  tlie  publication  of  Phsedra,  he  took  a  refolution  to 
quit  the  theatre  for  ever ;  although  his  genius  was  flill  in  full 
vigor,  being  not  more  than  thirty  eight  years  of  age  ;  and 
he  the  only  perfon,  who  was  capable  of  confoling  Paris  fbr 
the  old  age  of  Corneille.  But  he  hai  imbibed  i  1  his  infancy 
a  deep  fenfc  of  religion  ;  and  this,  though  it  had  been 
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fmothered  for  a  while  by.  bis  connections  vwth  the  theatre, 
and  particularly  with  the  famous  adtiefs  Champmele,  whom  he 
greatly  loved,  and  by  whom  he  had  a  fon,  now  at  length 
broke  out,  and  bore  down  all  before  it.  In  the  flrft  place, 
he  refolved,  not  only  to  write  no  more  plays,  but  to  do  a 
rigorous  penance  for  thofe  he  had  written ;  and  he  acSlually 
formed  a  defign  of  becoming  a  Carthufian  friar.  Had  not 
Voltaire  the  greateft  reafon  to  fay,  that  ''  be  was  by  far  a 
Siecle  de  ''  greater  poet,  than  philofopher  ?"  His  religious  dire£lor 
Tom^  ?/^*  ^o^vever,  not  fo  mad,  but  a  good  deal  wifer  than  he,  ad- 
vifed  him  to  think  more  moderately,  and  to  take  meafures  more 
fuitable  to  his  chara<Ster.  He  put  him  upon  marrying,  and 
fettling  in  the  world,  with  which  propofal  this  humble  and 
tractable  penitent  complied  j  and  immediately  took  to  wife 
the  daughter  of  a  treafurer  of  France  for  Amiens,  by  whom 
he  had  fcven  children.  His  next  concern  was  to  reconcile 
himfelf,  as  he  did  very  fuicercly,  with  the  gentlemen  of 
Port-Royal,  whofe  cenfures  on  dramatic  writers  he  acknow- 
ledged to  be  moft  juft.  He  made  peace  at  firft  with  Mr. 
Nicole,  who  received  him  with  open  arms  ;  and  Boileau  in- 
troduced him  to  Mr.  Arnaud,  who  alfo  embraced  him  ten- 
derly, and  forgave  all  his  fatyr. 

He  had  been  admitted  a  member  of  the  French  academy  in 
1673,  in  the  roorti  of  la  Mothe  le  Voyer,  dcceafed ;  but 
fpoiled  the  fpeech  he  made  upon  that  occafion,  by  pronoun- 
cing it  with  too  much  timidity.  In  1677,  he  was  nominated 
with  Boileau,  with  whom  he  was  ever  in  ftri<ft  friendfhip,  to 
write  the  hillory  of  Lewis  XIV  ;  and  the  public  expeded 
great  things  from  two  writers  of  their  diftini^tion,  but  were 
difappointed.  "  Boileau  and  Racine,  fays  Mr.  de  Valio- 
**  our,  after  having  for  fome  time  laboured  at  this  work,  per- 
"  ceived  that  it  was  entirely  oppofite  to  their  genius  :  and  they 
**  judged  alfo,  with  reafon,  that  the  hiftory  of  fuch  a  prince 
*'  neither  could  nor  ought  to  be  written  in  lefs  than  an  hun- 
"  dred  years  after  his  death,  unlefs  it  were  to  be  made  up 
**  of  extracts  from  Gazettes,  and   fuch  like  materials." 

Though  Racine  had  made  it  a  point  of  Religion,  never  to 
meddle  any  more  with  poetry,  yet  he  was  again  drawn,  in 
fpite  of  all  the  refiftance  he  could  make,  to  labour  for  the 
ilieatre.     Madam  de  Maintenon  imreated  him  to  compofe 
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fome  tragedy  fit  to  be  played  by  her  young  ladies  at  the  con- 
vent of  St.'  Cyr,  and  to  take  the  fubjedi  from  the  Bible.  Ra- 
cine compofed  Efther  ;  which,  being  firft  reprefented  at  St. 
Cyr,  was  afterwards  aiSled  at  Verfailles  before  the  king  in 
1689.  "  It  appears  to  me  very  remarkable,  fays  Voltaire,  jjj^^j^  ^^ 
"  that  this  tragedy  had  then  univerfal  fuccefs  ;  and  that  two  Louis,  torn. 
"  years  after  Athaliah,  though  performed  by  the  fame  pcr- 
*'  fons,  had  none.  It  happened  quite  contrary,  when  thefe 
"  pieces  were  played  at  Paris,  long  after  the  death  of  the  au- 
"  thor  ;  and  when  prejudice  and  pirtiality  had  ceafed.  Atha- 
'<  liah,  reprefented  in  1717,  was  received  as  it  deferved  to  be, 
''  with  tranfport ;  and  Efther,  in  1721,  infpired  nothing  but 
''  coldnefs,  and  never  appeared  again.  But  at  that  time  there 
*'  were  no  courtiers,  who  complaifantly  acknowledged  Efther 
"  in  madam  de  Maintenon,  and  with  equal  malignity  faw 
"  Vafliti  in  madam  de  Montefpan ;  Haman  in  monfieur  de 
*'  Louvois  ;  and,  above  all,  the  perfecution  of  the  Hugonots 
*'  by  this  minitter,  in  the  profcription  of  the  Hebrews.  The 
*'  impartial  public  faw  nothing  in  it,  but  an  uninterefting 
"  and  improbable  ftory  ;  a  ftupid  prince,  who  had  lived  fix 
"  months  with  liis  wife,  without  knowing  what  fhe  was  j 
*'  who,  without  the  leaft  pretence  for  it,  commanded  a  whole 
*'  nation  to  be  murdered  ;  and  with  as  little  reafon  afterwards 
"  hanged  his  favorite.  But  notwithftanding  the  badnefs  of 
"  the  fubje<St,  thirty  verfes  of  Efther  are  of  more  value  than 
*'  many  tragedies,  which  have  had  great  fuccefs." 

Offended  with  the  ill-reception  of  Athaliah,  he  was  more 
difgufted  than  ever  with  poetry,  and  now  renounced  it  totally. 
He  fpent  the  latter  years  of  his  life  in  compofmg  a  hiftory  of 
the  houfe  of  Port-Royal,  the  place  of  his  education  j  which 
however,  though  finely  drawn  up,  as  many  have  aflerted,  has 
not  been  publifhed.  Too  great  fenftbilicy,  fay  his  friends,  but 
more  properly  an  impotence  of  fpirit,  ftiortened  the  days  of 
this  poet.  Though  he  had  converfcd  much  with  the  court, 
he  had  not  learned  the  wifdom,  which  is  ufually  learned  there, 
of  difguifing  his  real  fentiments.  Having  drawn  up  a  well- 
reafoned  and  well-written  memorial  upon  the  miferies  of  the 
people,  and  the  means  of  relieving  them,  he  one  day  lent  it  to 
madam  de  Maintenon  to  read  ;  when  the  king  coming  in, 
and  demandiig  what  and  whofe  it  was,  commended  the  zeaj 
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of  Racine,  but  difapproved  of  his  meddling  with  things  that  did 
not  concern  him  :  and  faid  with  an  angry  tone,  "  becaufe  he 
*'  knows  how  to  make -good  verfcs,  does  he  think  he  knows 
*'  every  thing  ?  And  would  he  be  a  minifter  of  ftate,  becaufe 
*'  he  is  ;a  great  poet  ?'*  Thefe  words  hurt  Racine  greatly  : 
he  conceived  dreadful  ideas  of  the  king's  difpleafure  j  and  in- 
dulging his  chagrin  and  fears,  brought  on  a  fever,  which  fur- 
pafljd  the  power  of  medicine  :  for  he  died  of  it,  after  being 
forely  aifiidted  wiih  pains,  the  22d  of  April  1699.  The  king, 
■who  was  fenfible  of  his  great  merit,  and  always  loved  him, 
fent  often  to  him  in  his  illnefs  ;  and  finding  after  his  death, 
that  he  had  left  more  glory  than  riches,  fettled  a  handfome 
penfion  upon  hh  family.  He  was  interred  at  Port-Royal,  ac- 
cording to  his  will  ;  and,  upon  the  deftru6lion  of  the  monaf- 
tery,  his  remains  were  carried  to  St.  Stephen  du  Mont  at 
Paris.  He  was  middle-fized,  and  of  an  agreeable  and  open 
countenance  :  was  a  great  jefter,  but  was  reftrained  by  piety 
in  the  latter  years  of  his  life  from  indulging  this  talent  ;  and 
when  warmed  in  converfation,  had  fo  lively  and  perfuafive  an 
eloquence,  that  he  himfelf  often  lamented  his  not  having  been 
an  advocate  in  parliament.  His  works  arc  fupremely  ex- 
cellent, and  will  be  immortal  in  the  judgment  of  ail.  The 
parallel  between  him  and  Corneille  has  been  often  made:  it 
fom.  V.  may  be  feen  in  Balilet's  Jugernens  de  Savans.  We  fiiall  con- 
tent ourfelves  with  faying,  after  Mr.  Perrault,  that,  *'  if  Cor- 
"  neille  furpaiTed  Racine  in  heroic  fentlments  and  the  grand 
*'  character  of  hisperfonages,  he  was  inferior  to  him  in  moving 
**  the  pafiions  and  in  purity  of  language." 

7>iere  are  fome  pieces  of  Racine  of  a  fmaller  kind,  which 
have  not  been  mentioned  :  as,  Jdylle  fur  la  Paix,  1685  ;  Dif- 
courfe  prononce  a  la  reception  de  T.  Corneille  &  Bergeret,  a 
i'AcademieFran^-oife,  en  1685  ;  Cantiques  Spirituelles,  1689; 
Epigrammes  Diverfes.  The  works  of  Racine  were  printed 
at  Amfterdam  1722,  in  t^o  volumes,  i2mo.  and  the  year 
after  at  London,   very  pompoully,   in  two  volumes,  4to. 


^lo£iey,t.ii, 


'I'-imc 


R  A  D  C  L  I F  F  E  (Dr.  John  )  an  Engliih  phyfician  of 
s  of  the  prodigious  eminence,  was  born  at  Wakefield  in  Yorkfliire, 
^■^^J^^  where  his  father  poiTcfTed  a  moderate  eftate,  in  1650.  He 
M.D.  17'r 5,  was  taught  Greek  and  Latin  at  a  fchool  in  the  fame  town  ; 
'^^•'°-  '  and. 


R  A  D  C  L  I  F  F  E.  87 

and,  at  fifteen  years  of  age,  fent  to  univeifity  college  In  Ox- 
ford. In  1669,  he  took  his  firft  degree  in  arts  ;  but  no  fellow- 
Ihip  becoming  vacant  there,  he  removed  to  Lincoln  college, 
where  he  was  elected  into  one.  He  applied  himfelf  to  phyfic, 
and  run  through  the  necellliry  courfes  of  botany,  chymiftry, 
and  anatomy  ;  in  all  which,  having  excellent  parts,  he  quickly 
made  a  very  great  progrefs.  He  took  a  mafler's  degree  in 
1672,  and  then  enrolled  himfelf  upon  the  phyfic  line.  It  is 
remarkable,  that  he  recommended  himfelf  more  by  ready  wit 
and  vivacity,  than  by  any  extraordinary  acquifitions  in  learn- 
ing :  and  in  the  profecution  of  phyfic,  he  rarely  looked  farther, 
than  to  the  pieces  of  Dr.  Willis,  who  was  then  pradlifing  in 
London  with  a  very  diftinguifhed  character.  He  had  few 
books  of  any  kind  ;  fo  few,  that  when  Dr.  Ralph  Bathurft, 
head  of  Trinity  college,  afked  him  once  in  a  furprize, 
*'  where  his  ftudy  was,"  Radcliffe,  pointing  to  a  few  phials, 
"  a  Skeleton,  and  an  herbal,  replied,  "  Sir,  this  is  RadclifFe*s 
«'  Library." 

In  1675,  he  proceeded  bachelor  of  phyfic,  and  immediate- 
ly fell  to  pradice.  He  n«ver  paid  any  regard  to  the  rules 
univerfally  followed,  but  cenfured  them,  as  often  as  he  faw 
occafion,  with  great  freedom  and  acrimony  :  and  this  drew  all 
the  old  practitioners  upon  him,  with  whom  he  waged  an  e- 
verlafting  war.  Neverthelefs,  his  reputation  increaled  with 
his  experience  ;  and  before  he  had  been  two  years  in  the 
world,  his  bufinefs  was  very  extenfive  and  among  thofe  of  the 
higheft  rank.  About  this  time.  Dr.  Marlhal,  redtor  of  Lin- 
coln college,  did  him  an  unkind  office,  by  oppoling  his  appli- 
cation for  a  faculty-place  in  the  college ;  to  ferve  as  a  dif- 
penfation  from  taking  holy  orders,  which  the  ftatutes  required 
him  to  do,  if  he  kept  his  fellowfliip.  This  was  owing  to  forne 
witticlfms,  which  Radcliffe,  according  to  his  manner,  had 
lanced  at  the  doctor :  however,  fuch  a  ftfp  being  inconfiftent 
with  his  prefent  fituation  and  views,  he  chofetoreUgn  his  feI-» 
lowfhip,  which  he  did  in  1677,  He  would  have  kept  his 
chambers,  and  refided  there  as  a  commoner  ;  but  Dr.  Mar- 
(hall  not  being  at  all  difpofed  to  be  civil  to  him,  he  quitted  the 
college,  and  took  lodgings  elfewhere.  In  1682,  he  went  out 
do6tor  ;  but  continued  two  years  longer  ,^t  Oxford,  growing 
equally  in  wealth  and  fame. 
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In  1684,  be  went  to  London,  and  fettled  In  Dow-ftreet 
Covent-Garden.  Dr.  Lower  was  there  the  reigning  phy- 
ilcian  ;  but  his  intereft  then  beginning  to  decline  on  account  of 
his  whig-principles,  as  they  were  called,  Dr.  Radcliffe  had 
almoft  an  open  field  ;  and  in  lefs  than  a  year,  got  into  prime 
bufinefs.  His  converfation  contributed  as  much  to  make  his 
way,  as  his  reputed  (kill  in  his  profeffion  ;  for  having  much 
pleafantry  and  rcadinefs  of  wit,  he  was  a  mod  diverting  com- 
panion. Li  1686,  theprincefs  Anne  of  Denmark,  made  him 
her  phyfician.  In  1687,  wealth  flowing  in  upon  him  very 
plentifully,  he  had  a  mind  to  teftify  his  gratitude  to  Univerfity- 
college,  where  he  had  received  the  beft  part  of  his  education  ; 
and,  with  this  intent,  caufed  the  caft  window  over  the  altar,  to 
be  put  up  at  bis  own  expence.  It  is  efteemed  a  beautiful  piece, 
rcprefentin^  the  nativity  of  our  Saviour  painted  upon  glafs  ; 
and  appears  to  be  his  gift  by  the  following  infcription  under 
it :  D.  D.  Joan.  Radcliffe,  M.  D.  hujus  Collegii  quondam 
Socius,  A.  D.  M  DCLXXXVII.  He  is  called  focius,  not 
that  he  was  really  a  fellow  ;  but  being  fenior  fcholar,  had  the 
fame  privileges,  though  not  an  equal  revenue,  with  the  fel- 
lows. In  1688,  wh(  ;i  prince  George  of  Denmark  joined  the 
prince  of  Orange,  and  the  princefs  his  confort  retired  to  Not- 
tinghamy  the  doctor  was  preffed  by  blfhop  Compton  to  attend 
her  .-  quality  oF  his  office,  fhe  being  alfo  big  with  child  of 
the  dukeof  Glocefter  ;  but,  not  chufmg  to  declare  himfelf  in 
that  critical  (late  of  public  affairs,  nor  favoring  the  meafures 
then  in  agitation,  heexcufed  himfelf,  on  account  of  the  mul- 
tiplicity of  his  p.itients. 

After  therevoIutir:n,  he  was  often  fent  fjr  to  king  William, 
and  the  great  p^rfons  abojt  his  court ;  which  muft  have  been 
owing  to  his  vaft  reputation  and  credit,  for  it  does  not  appear 
that  he  ever  inclined  to  be  a  courtier.  In  1692,  he  ventured 
5000L  in  an  interloper,  which  was  bound  for  the  Eaft  Indies, 
with  the  profpeci:  of  a  large  return  ;  but  loft  it  j  the  {hip  being 
taken  by  the  French.  When  the  news  was  brought  him,  he 
iaid,  that  '♦  he  had  nothing  to  do,  but  go  up  fo  many  pair  of 
^*  ftairs,  to  make  himfelf  whole  again."  In  1693,  he  entered 
upon  a  treaty  of  marriage  with  the  only  daughter  of  a  wealthy 
citizen,  and  was  near  bringing;  the  affair  to  a  confummation  ; 
>y^*£n  i?  was  difcovered,  that  the  young  lady  had  already  con- 
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fammafed  with  her  father's  book-keeper.     This  difappoint- 

nient  in  his  firft  amour,  would  not  fufFer  him  ever   after  to 

think  of  the  fex  in  that  light  :   he  even  grew  to  a   degree  of 

infenfibility,  if  not  averfion  for  them  ;  and  often  declared,  that 

•'  he  wifhed  for  an  a£t  of  parliament,  whereby  nurfes  only 

''  fhould  be  entitled  to  prefcribeto  them."     In  1694,  Queen 

Mary  catched  the  fmall-pox,  and  died.  "  The  phyficians  part, 

♦'  fays  bifhop  Burnet,  was  univerfally  condemned;  and   her 

*'  death  was  imputed  to  the  negligence  or  unfkilfulnefs  of  Dr.    vol.  li.  p'. 

<*  RadclifFe.    He  was  called  for  ;  and  it  appeared,  but  too  e-    ^3^^  ^^^ 

*'  vidently,  that  his  opinion  was  chiefly  conddered,  and  moft 

*'  depended  on.      Other   phyficians  were  afterwards  called, 

*'  but  not  till  it  was  too  late." 

Soon  after  h"e  loft  the  favor  of  the  Princefs  Anne,  by  neg- 
ledting  to  obey  her  call,  from  his  too  great  addiction  to  the 
bottle  ;  and  another  phyfician  was  eledted  into  his  place.  A- 
bout  this  time,  happened  his  remarkable  viftt  to  madam 
d'Urfley  at  Kenfington  ;  when  this  lady  was  pleafed  to  be 
very  free,  in  putting  fome  queries  to  him  concerning  the  plea- 
furcs  of  Venus.  The  Doctor  gave  her  full  fcope  by  a  reply, 
which  produced  the  following  epigram  : 

D'Urfley   in  a    merry  mood 

Enquir'd   of  her  phyfician. 
What  hour  was  beft  to  ftir  the  blood 

And  fpirits  by  coition  ? 

Says  RadcliflTe,  if  my  judgment's  right. 

Or  anfwer  worth  returning  : 
'Tis  moft  delightful  over  night, 

Moft  wholefome  in  the  morning. 

Quoth  d'Urfley  then,  for  pleafure's  fake. 

Each  evening  I  will  take  it : 
And  in  the  morning,  wheo  I  wake. 

My  only  phyfic  make  it. 

To  the  laft  of  thefe  lines,  when  the  dodor  replied,  «'  Madanx, 
*'  fuch  a  refolution  may  make  me  lofe  a  patient ;"  the  lady 
returned,  then,  Sir,  it  may  gain  you  a  miftrefs."  Whether  or 
no  it  did  is  uncertain  -,  but  his  inclinations  were  never  (uppo- 

fed 
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led  to  lie  that  way  :  Bacchus,  not  Venus,  being  the  deity,  he 
uied  to  offer  up  both  his  morning  and  evening  racrifices  to. 

In  1699,  king  William,  returning  from  Holland,  and  be- 
ing much  out  of  order,  fcnt  for  RadcHfFe  ;  and,  (hewing  him 
his  fwoln  ancles,  while  the  reft  of  his  body  was  emaciated  and 
ikeleton-like,  faid,  what  think  you  of  thefc  ?  "  Why  truly, 
*'  replied  the  phyfician,  I  would  not  have  your  majefty's  two 
*''lcgs  for  your  three  kingdoms  :"  which  freedom  fo  loft  the 
king's  favor,  that  no  intercefiions  could  ever  recover  it 
When  queen  Anne  came  to  the  throne,  the  earl  of  Godolphin 
tlfed  all  his  endeavours  to  reinftate  him  in  his  former  poft  of 
chief  phyfician  ;  but  fhe  would  not  be  prevailed  upon,  alledg- 
■  ing,  that  Radcliffe  would  fend  her  word  again,  "  that  her 
**  ailments  were  nothing  but  the  vapours/'  Neverthelefs,  he 
was  confulted  in  all  cafes  of  emergency  and  critical  conjunc- 
ture ;  and,  though  not  admitted  in  quality  of  the  queen's  do- 
meftic  phyfician,  received  large  fums  of  fecret  fervice- money 
for  his  prefcriptions  behind  the  curtain.  He  continued  in  full 
bufinefs,  increafmg  in  wealth  and  infolence,  to  the  end  of  his 
days  ;  waging  all  along,  as  we  have  before  obferved,  a  perpe- 
tual war  with  his  brethren  thephyficians,  who  never  confider- 
ed  him  in  any  other  light,  than  that  of  an  active,  ingenious, 
adventuring  empiric,  whom  conftant  pradlice  brought  at 
length  to  fome  fkill  in  his  profelTion.  He  died  the  firft  of  No- 
vember 1 7 14,  aged  64  years  ;  and  was  fome  time  after  carried 
down  to  Oxford,  where  he  was  buried  in  St.  Mary's  church. 
He  was  a  prodigious  benefactor  to  that  univerfity,  and  efpe- 
cially  in  the  foundation  of  the  library  there,  which  goes  by  his 
name  :  the  firft  ftone  of  which  fumptuous  edifice  was  laid  in 
June  1737,  and  the  whole  building  compleated  in  1747. 

We  do  not  find,  that  he  ever  attempted  to  write  any  thing, 

and  it  is  exceedingly  probable,  that  he  would  not  have  fuc- 

-<:eeded  as  an  author,   if  he  had.      What   however  the   late 

Dr.  Mead  has  faid,  is  no  fmall  teflimony  in  his  favor  ;  name- 

Fnficeto      Jy^   that   "  he  was  defervedly  at  the  head  of  his  profellion, 

tr/Ir!w/  "  o"  account    of    his  great  medical  penetration   and  ex- 

Fox.  u  perience. 
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RAINOLDS  (John)   an  eminent  Englifh  divine, 
was  born  at  Pinto  in  Devonftiire  in  1549,   and  fent  to  Mer- 
t()i\  college  In   Oxford   in   1562.     He  removed   to  Corpus   Prince's 
Chrifti  college,    of  which   he  became  firft  fcbolar,  and  then   ^°'^^j^l^^^ 
fellowr.     He  rook  both  the  degrees  in  arts  and  divinity.     In   —Wood's 
1598,  he  was  made  dean  of  Lincoln  ;    but,  being  unwilling  to    ^^^^^J^'  ^^* 
quit  an  academical  life,   he  exchanged  his  deanery  the  year 
following,  for  the  prefidentfhip   of  Corpus   Chrifti  college. 
Qiieoii  Elizabeth  offered  him  a  bifhopric,  but  he  modeftly  re- 
fufcd  it,  and  faid,  Nolo  Eplfcopari  In  good  earneft.     He  died 
in  1607,  after  having  publiflied  a  great  number  of  books.  The 
learned  have  beftowed  moft  uncommon  praifes   upon  this  di- 
vine.    Blftiop  Hall,  a  very  competent  judge,   obferves,   that   Epiftle7. 
'^  he  alone  was  a  vvell-furnifhed  library,  full  of  all  faculties,    Decad.  i. 
*'  of  all  ftudies,  of  all  learning.     The  memory,  the  reading 
"  of  that  man  were  to  a  miracle."     Dr.  Crakanthorp  fays,   j^^^^^^^  j.^_ 
that  "  for  virtue,  probity,  integrity,  and  piety  he  was  fo  emi-   clef.  Anglic. 
"  nent,  that,  as  Nazianzen  fpeaks  of  Athanafius,  to  name  ^'^^' 
"  him  is  to  commend  virtue  itfelf."     He  had  a  hand  in  tranf- 
]ating  part   of  the  Old  Teftament,   by  command  of  king 
James  I.     He  was  inclined  to  puritanlfm,  but  with  fuch  mo- 
deration, that  he  continued   a  conformift  to   the  church   of 
Engl?.Jid.     He  was  thought  to  fhorten  his  life  by  too  fevere 
application  to  his  ftudies ;  but  when  his  friends  urged  him  to 
defift,  he  ufed  to  reply,  that  he  would   "  not  lofc  the  very 
*'  end  of  living  for  the  fake  of  life  :  non  propter  vitam  vivendi 
perdere  caufas. 

RAMAZZINI  (  Bernardin  )  an  Italian  phyfician, 
was  born  of  a  good  family  at  Carpi  near  Modena,  the  fifth  of 
November  16? 7.  When  he  had  laid  a  foundation  in  gram-  ... 
mar  £nd  claffical  literature  in  his  own  country,  he  went  to  torn.  6. 
Parma  to  ftudyphilofophy  ;  and,  afterwards  applying  himfelf 
to  phyfic,  took  a  dodlor's  degree  there  in  1659.  Then  he 
went  to  Rome,  for  the  fake  of  penetrating  ftill  further  into  his 
art;  and  afterwards  fettled  In  the  duchy  of  Caftro.  After 
fome  time,  ill  health  obliged  him  to  return  to  Carpi  for  his 
native  air,  where  he  married  a  wife,  and  followed  the  bufinefs 
of  his  profeffion  5  but  in  167I5  at  the  advice  of  fome  friends, 

he 
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he  removed  to  Modcna.  His  brethren  of  the  faculty  here 
conceived  at  firft  but  meanly  of  his  learning  and  abilities ;  but 
when  he  had  undeceived  thcni  by  publications,  theircontempt, 
as  is  natural,  was  changed  into  jealoufy.  In  1682,  he  was 
made  profeObr  of  phyfic  in  the  univerfity  of  Modena,  which 
was  juil:  founded  by  duke  Francis  II.  and  he  filled  this  office 
for  eighteen  years,  attending  in  the  meantime  to  pradtice,  and 
not  neglecting  polite  literature,  which  he  was  always  fond  of. 
In  1 700,  he  went  to  Padua  upon  invitation,  to  be  a  profcfTor 
there:  but  the  infirmities  of  age  began  now  to  come  upon 
him.  He  loft  his  fight,  and  was  forced  to  read  and  write 
with  other  people's  eyes  and  hands.  Neverthelefs,  the  fcnate 
of  Venice  made  him  re6lor  of  the  college  in  1708,  and  alfo 
raifed  him  from  the  fecond  profefforfhip  in  phyfic  to  the  firft. 
He  would  have  refufed  thefe  honourable  pofts,  but  being 
over-ruled,  performed  all  the  funcStions  of  them  very  diligently 
to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  died  upon  his  birth  day  in  1714, 
aged  81  years. 

He  compofed  a  great  rrfany  works  upon  medical  and  philo- 
fophical  fubje6ls  :  his  book  De  Morbis  artificum  will  always 
be  curious  and  ufeful.  His  works  were  collected  and  publifli-' 
ed  at  London,  1716,  in  4to.  which  is  a  betier  edition  than  that 
of  Geneva  the  year  after,   becaufe  it  is  more  corre6l. 

RAMSAY  (Andrew  Michael)  frequently  ftiled  the 
chevalier  Ramfay,  a  polite  writer,  was  a  Scotfman  of  an  an- 
cient family ;  and  was  born  at  Ayre  in  that  kingdom,  the 
Kographia  ninth  of  June  1686.  He  received  the  firft  part  of  his  educa- 
fincannica.  ^^^^  ^^  Ayre,  and  was  then  removed  to  Edinburgh  ;  where, 
diftinguiftiing  himfelfby  his  good  parts  and  uncommon  profi- 
ciency, he  was  fent  for  to  St.  Andrews,  in  order  to  attend  a 
fon  of  the  earl  of  Weems  in  that  univerfity.  After  this,  he 
travelled  to  Holland,  and  went  to  Leyden ;  where,  falling 
into  the  acquaintance  of  Poiret,  a  celebrated  myftic  divine, 
he  became  tin6tured  with  his  dovStrines,  and  refolved  for  fur- 
ther fatisfadiion  to  confult  Mr.  Fenelon,  the  famed  arc hbiihop 
of  Cambray,  who  had  long  imbibed  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  that  theology. 

Before  he  left  Scotland,  he  had  conceived  a  difguft  to  the 
rc^igiouj  in  which  he  was  bred  ^  and  in  that  ill-humor,  caft- 
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inp;  his  eye  upon  other  chriftlan  churches,  and  feeing  none  to 
hisHking,  he  became  dlfpleafed  with  all,  and  gave  into  deifm. 
During  his  abode  in  Holland,  he  grew  more  confirmed  in  that 
way  of  thinking  j  yet,  without  coming  to  any  fixed  determi- 
nation. In  this  un(ettled  ftate  of  mind,  he  arrived  at  Cam- 
bray  in  I  7  10,  and  was  received  with  great  kindnefs  by  the 
archbifhop  :  who  took  him  into  his  family,  heard  with  pa- 
tience and  attention  the  hiftory  of  his  religious  principles,  en- 
tered heartily  with  him  into  a  difcuiiion  of  them,  and  to  be 
Ihort,  in  fix  months  time  made  him  as  good  a  cathplic  as  him- 
(df. 

The  fubfequent  courfe  of  his  life  received  its  direction  from 
his  friendfhip  and  connections  with  this  prelate.  Mr.  Fene- 
lon  had  been  preceptor  to  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  heir-appa- 
rent, after  the  death  of  hisfather  the  dauphin,  to  the  crown  of 
France  ;  yet  neither  of  them  came  to  the  po-fTeflion  of  it,  be- 
ing furvived  by  Lewis  XIV.  who  was  fucceeded  by  his  great 
grandfon,  fon  to  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  and  now  Lewis  XV.. 
Mr.  Ramfay,  having  been  firft  governor  to  the  duke  de  Cha- 
teau-Thiery  and  the  prince  de  Turenne,  was  made  knight  of 
the  order  of  St.  Lazarus  ;  and  afterwards  fent  for  to  Rome  by 
the  chevalier  de  St.  George,  failed  there  James  III,  king  of 
Great  Britain,  to  take  the  charge  of  educating  his  children. 
He  went  accordingly  to  that  court,  in  1 724  ;  but  the  intrigues 
and  difTentions,  which  he  found  on  his  arrival  there,  gave  him 
fo  much  uneafmefs,  that,  with  the  pretender's  leave,  he  pre- 
fently  returned  to  Paris.  Then  he  crolTed  the  water  to  his 
own  country,  and  was  kindly  received  by  the  duke  of  Argyle 
and  Greenwich  ;  in  whofe  family  he  refided  fome  year's,  and 
employed  his  leifure  there  in  v/riting  feveral  ingenious  pieces. 
We  are  told,  that  in  the  qiean  time  he  had  the  degree  of  do(ftor 
of  law  conferred  on  him  at  Oxford,  that  he  was  admitted  for 
this  purpofe  of  St.  Mary  Hall  in  April  1730,  and  that  he 
was  prefented  to  his  degree  by  Dr.  King,  the  principal  of  that 
houfe.  After  his  return  to  France,  he  relided  fome  time  at 
Pontoife,  a  feat  of  the  prince  de  Turenne,  duke  de  Bouillon  5 
with  whom  he  continued  in  the  port  of  intendant,  till  his  death. 
This  happened  on  the  6th  of  May  1743,  at  St.  Germain-ca- 
Laie,  where  his  body  was  interred  j  but  his  heart  was  de- 
pofited  in  the  nunnery  of  St.  Sacrament  at  Paris* 

His 
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His  works  are,  i.  Difcours  fur  IcPoemeEpique.  Prefixed  to 
the  later  editions  of  Telemachus.  2.  La  Vie  de  Mr.  Fene- 
lon.  3.  EfTai  fur  le  Gouvernment  Civil.  4.  Le  Pfycho- 
metre,  ou  Reflexions  fur  les  difFerens  characters  de  i'efprit  p,ir 
un  Milord  Anglois.  Thefe  are  remarks  upon  lord  Shaftef- 
bury^s  Charaaeriftics.  5.  Les  Voyages  de  Cyrus,  in  French ; 
and,  in  Englifli,  "  The  Travels  of  Cyrus."  This  is  his 
Chef  d'Ouvre,  and  hath  gone  through  feveral  editions  in  both 
languages.  6.  L'Hiiloire  de  M,  de  Turenne,  in  French  and 
Engiilh.  7.  Several  fmall  pieces  of  poetry,  in  Englifh.  8. 
Two  Letters  in  French,  to  M.  Racine  the  (on,  upon  the  true 
fentiments  of  Mr.  Pope,  in  his  EfTay  on  Man.  Thefe  were 
printed  after  his  deceafe,  in  Les  Ouvres  de  M.  Racine  le  fils, 
torn.  II.  1747.  In  the  former  of  thefe,  he  calls  Mr.  Locke, 
genie  fuperficicl,  "  a  fuperficial  genius  ;"  and  has  fiiewn  by 
this,  that  whatever  ingenuity  and  polite  literature  he  might 
pofTefs,  and  he  poflefled  a  very  confiderable  portion  of  both» 
he  was  not  qualified  in  any  degree  to  judge  of  philofophers. 
Two  pofthumous  works  of  his  were  alfo  printed  at  Glafcow. 
9.  "  A  plan  of  education  :"  and,  10.  "  Philofophical  Prin- 
'^  ciples  of  natural  and  revealed  Religion,  explained  and  un- 
*'  foulded  in  a  geometrical  Order."  1749,  in  two  volumes, 
4to. 

RAMUS  (Peter)  a  moft  famous  prufeiTor  of  France, 
was  born  in  15 15,  in  a  village  of  Vermandois  in  Picardy, 
^  -  His  family  was  good,  but  had  fufFered  great  hardfbips  and  ia- 
'S^vo«.  ^'^^'  j"'*'^^  ^^'^"^  ^^^  wars.  His  grandfather,  having  loft  all  his 
pofTeffions,  was  obliged  to  turn  CO  lier  for  a  livelihood.  Hi^ 
father  followed  hu(bandry  ;  and  himfelf  was  not  happier  than 
his  father  and  grandfather,  his  life  being,  %s  Mr.  Bayle,  the  , 
fport  of  fortune,  or  one  continued  viciffitude  of  good  and  ill 
fortune.  He  was  fcarce  out  of  the  cradle,  when  he  was  twice 
attacked  with  the  plague.  At  eight  years  of  age,  a  thirft  af- 
ter learning  prompted  him  to  go  to  Paris,  but  poverty  forced 
him  to  leave  that  city.  He  returned  to  it  as  foon  as-  he  could, 
J)ut  being  unable  to  fupport  himfelf,  he  left  it  a  fecond  time ; 
yet  his  pailion  for  ftudy  was  (o  violent,  that  notwithftanding 
his  ill  fortune  in  two  journeys,  he  ventured  upon  a  third.  He 
was  maintained  there  fome   month*  by  one  of  his  uncles, 

after 
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after  which  he  was  obliged  to  be  a  fervant  in  the  college  of 
Navarre.  He  fpent  the  day  in  waiting  upon  his  mafters,  and 
the  greateft  part  of  the  night  in  ftudy.  What  is  related  in  the 
firft  Scaligerana,  of  his  living  to  nineteen  years  of  age  without 
learning  to  read,  and  of  his  being  very  dull  and  ftupid,  is  not 
credible. 

After  having  finiftied  claflical  learning  and  rhetoric,  he 
went  through  a  courfs  of  philofophy,  which  took  him  up  three 
years  and  a  half  in  the  fchools.  The  thefis,  which  he  made 
for  his  mailer  of  arts  degree,  offended  all  the  world  :  for  he 
maintained  in  it,  that  "  all  which  Arivcotle  had  advanced  was 
"  falfe;"  and  he  anfwered  extremely  well  the  objections  of  all 
the  profeflors.  This  fuccefs  inclined  him  to  examine  the 
doftrine  of  Ariftotle  more  clofely,  and  to  combat  it  vigoroufly : 
but  he  confined  himfelf  principally  to  bis  Logic.  The  two 
firft  books  he  publifhed,  the  one  intitled,  Inftitutiones  Dia- 
!e6licae,  the  other,  Ariftotelicas  Animadverfioncs,  occafldned 
great  difturbances  in  the  univerdty  of  Paris.  The  profeflors 
there,  who  were  .adorers  of  Ariftotle,  ought  to  have  refuted 
Ramus's  books  by  writings  and  lectures  ;  but  inftead  of  con- 
fining themfelves  within  the  juft  bounds  of  academical  wars, 
they  profecuted  this  anti-peripatetic  before  the  civil  magiftrate, 
as  a  man  who  was  going  to  fap  the  foundations  of  religion. 
They  raifed  fuch  clamours,  that  the  caufe  was  carried  before 
the  parliament  of  Paris  ;  but  the  moment  they  perceived  it 
would  be  examined  equitably,  and  according  to  the  ufual 
forms,  they  by  their  intrigues  took  it  from  that  tribunal,  ani 
brought  it  before  the  king's  council ;  and  Francis  I.  was  obli- 
ged to  interfere  in  it.  The  king  ordered,  that  Ramus  and. 
Antony  Govea,  who  was  his  principal  adverfary,  fliould 
chufe  twojudges  each,  to  pronounce  on  the  controverfy,  after 
they  fliould  have  ended  their  difputation  ;  while  he  himfelf  ap- 
pointed a  deputy.  Ramus,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the 
king,  appeared  before  the  five  judges,  though  three  of  them 
were  his  declared  enemies.  The  difpute  lafled  two  days, 
and  Gorea  had  all  the  advantages  he  could  dcfire  :  Ramus's 
book  being  prohibited  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom*  and  their  au-' 
thor  fentenced  not  to  teach  philofophy  any  longer.  His  enemies 
difcovered  a  moft  furprifmg  joy  on  that  account :  they  made  a 
greater  noife  in  proportion,  than  the  proadcll  princes  for  the 

taki*!^ 
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taking  of  aconfiderable  city,  or  the  winning  of  a  very  impor^ 
tant  vidory.  The  fentence  of  the  three  jutiges  was  publiflied 
in  Latin  and  French  in  all  the  ftreets  of  Paris,  and  in  all 
parts  of  Europe,  whither  it  could  be  fent.  PJays  were  adted 
with  great  pomp,  in  which  Ramus  was  mocked  and  abufed  a 
thoufand  ways,  in  the  midfl  of  the  applaufes  and  acclamations 
of  the  Ariftotelians.     This  happened  in  1543. 

The  year  after,  the  Plague  made  great  havock  in  Paris,  and 
forced  moft  of  the  ftudents  in  the  College  of  Prele  to  quit  it  3 
but  Ramus,  being  prevailed  upon  to  teach  in  it,  foon  drew  to- 
gether a  great  number  of  auditors.  The  Sorbonne  attempted 
to  drive  him  from  that  college,  but  to  no  purpofe ;  for  he 
heald  the  headfliip  of  that  houfe  by  arret  of  parliament.  Thro* 
the  patronage  and  protection  of  the  cardinal  of  Lorrain,  he  ob- 
tained in  1547?  from  Henry  II.  the  liberty  of  fpeaking  and 
writing,  and  the  royal  profeilonliip  of  philofophy  and  elo- 
quence in  1551.  The  parliament  of  Paris  had,  before  this, 
maintained  him  in  the  liberty  of  joining  philofophical  lectures 
to  thofe  of  eloquence  ;  and  this  arret  or  decree  had  put  an  end 
to  feveral  profecutions,  which  Ramus  and  his  pupils  had  fufter- 
ed  :  for  they  had  been  profecuted  -feveral  ways,  both  before  the 
univerfity -judges  and  the  civil  magiftrates.  As  foon  as  he 
was  made  regius  profeffo'-,  he  was  fired  with  a  new  zeal  fdr 
improving  tbe  fciences ;  and  was  extremely,  laborious  and. 
active  on  this  occafion,  notwithftanding  the  hatred  of  his  ene- 
mies, who  were  never  at  reft.  He  bore  at  that  time  a  part  in 
a  very  fingular  affair,  which  deferves  to  be  mentioned.  Abeut 
the  year  1550,  the  royal  profellors  corrected,  among  other 
abufes,  that  which  had  crept  into  the  pronunciation  of  the 
Latin  tongue.  Some  of  the  clergy  followed  this  regulation  ; 
but  the  forbonnifts  were  much  offended  at  it  as  an  innovation, 
and  defended  the  old  pronunciation  with  great  zeal  Things 
at  length  were  carried  fo  far,  that  a  minifter,  who  had 
a  ^ocd  living,  was  very  ill  treated  by  them  ;  and  caufed  to  be 
cjeCled  from  his  benefice,  for  having  pronounced  ^uifquisf 
Siuanquam^  according  to  the  new  way,  inftead  of  Kifkis^  Kan^ 
karn^  according  to  the  old.  The  minifter  applied  to  the  par- 
liament 5  and  the  royal  profeflTors  with  Ramus  among  them, 
fearing  bs  would  fall  a  vi6tim  to  the  credit  and  authority  of 
the  faculty  of  divines,  for  prefuming  to  pronounce  the  L'itin 
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tongue  according  to  their  regulations,  thought  it  incumbent 
on  them  to  aflift  him.  Accordingly,  they  went  to  the  court 
of  juftice  ;  and  reprefented  in  fuch  ftrong  terms  the  indignity  of 
the  profecution,  that  the  perfon  accufed  was  cleared,  and  every 
body  had  the  liberty  of  pronouncing  as  they  pleafed. 

Ramus  was  bred  up  in  the  catholic  religion,  but  afterwards 
deferted  it.     He  began  to  difcover  his  new  principles,  by  re- 
moving the  images  from  the  chapel  of  his  college  of  Prele. 
This  was   in  1552  ;  when  fuch  a  profecution  was  raifed  a- 
gainft  him  by  the  Religionifts,  as  well  as  Ariftotelians,  that  he 
was  not  only  drove  out  of  his  profeflbrfhip,  but  obliged  to  con- 
ceal himfclf.     For  that  purpofe,  he  went  with  the  king's  leave 
to  Fontainebleau  ;  where,  by  the  help  of  books  in  the  king's 
library,  he  purfued  geometrical  and  aftronomical  ftudies.     As 
foon  as  his  enemies  knew  where  he  was,  he  found  himfelf  no 
where  fafe  :  fo  that  he  was  forced  to  go,  and  conceal  himfelf  in 
feveral  other  places.     During  this  interval,  his  excellent  and 
curious  collection  of  books  in  the  college  of  Prele  was  plun- 
dered ',  but,  after  a  peace  was  concluded    in  1563,  between 
Charles  IX.  and  the  proteftants,  he  again  took  pofTeUion  of  his 
employment,  maintained  himfelf  in  it  with  vigor,  and  was 
particularly  zealous  in  promoting  the  fludy  of  the  mathema- 
ticks.     This  lafted  till  the  fecond  civil  war  in  1567,  when  he 
was  forced  to  leave  Paris,  and  fhelter  himfelf  among  the  Hu- 
guonots,  in  whofe  army  he  was  at  the  battle  of  St.  Denys. 
Peace  having  been  concluded  fome  months  after,  he  was  re- 
ftored  to  his  profeflbrfhip;  but  forefeeing  that  the  war  would 
foon  break  out  again,  he  did  not  care  to  venture  himfdf  m  a 
frefh  ftorm,  and  therefore  obtained  the  king's  leave  to  vifit  the 
univerfities  of  Germany.    He  accordingly  undertook  this  jour- 
ney in   1568,  and  received  very   great  honors  wherever  he 
came.     He  returned  to  France,  after  the  third   war  in  1571 ; 
and  loft  his  life  miferably,  in  the  mailacre  of  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's day,  1572.     It  is  faid,  that  he  was  concealed  in  a  cel-^ 
lar  during  the  tumult,  but  dragged  from  thence  at  the  inftiga- 
tion  of  fome  peripatetic  doctors,  who  hated  him.    He  gave  a 
good  quantity  of  money  to  the  afialfins,  in  order  to  procure  his 
efcape,  but  in  vain  :  for,  after  wounding  him  in  many  places, 
they  threw  him  out  of  a  window;  and,    his   bowels  gufhing 
out  in  the  fall,  fome  Ariftotelian  fcholars,  encouraged  by  their 
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mafters,  fpread  them  about  the  ftreets ;  then  dragged  his  body- 
in  a  moft  ignominious  manner,  and  threw  it  into  the 
Seine. 

He  was  a  great  orator,  a  man  of  univerfal  learning,  and 
endowed  with  very  fine  qualities,  ''^e  was  free  from  avarice, 
fober,  temperate,  chafte.  His  temperance  was  very  exem- 
plary. He  contented  himfelf  with  only  boiled  meat,  and  eat 
but  little  at  dinner  :  he  drank  no  wine  for  twenty  years,  and 
would  never  have  drank  any,  if  the  phyficians  had  not  pre- 
fcribed  it.  He  lay  upon  ftraw  ;  ufed  to  rife  very  early,  and  to 
ftudy  all  day  -,  and  led  a  fmgle  life  with  the  utmoft  purity. 
He  was  zealous  for  the  proteftant  religion,  but  at  the  fame 
time  a  little  obftinate,  and  given  to  contradi61:ion.  The  pro- 
teftant minifters  did  not  love  him  much,  for  he  made  himfelf 
a  kind  of  head  of  a  party,  to  change  the  difclpline  of  the  pro- 
teftant churches  ;  that  is,  he  was  for  introducing  a  democrati- 
cal  government  in  the  church  :  but  his  defign  was  traverfed 
and  defeated  in  a  national  fynod.  He  publiftied  a  great  num- 
ber of  books  ;  but  mathematics  was  chiefly  obliged  to  him. 
His  writing  was  fcarce  legible,  and  gave  the  printers  prodigious 
trouble.  His  fe£l  floriftied  pretty  much  for  fome  time  :  it  was 
not  known  in  Spain  and  Italy,  made  little  progrefs  in  France, 
but  fpread  very  much  in  Scotland  and  England,  and  ftill  more 
in  Germany;  as  appears  from  many  books,  which  feveral 
German  Ariftotelians  publiftied  againft  the  Ramifts. 

Wood's  RANDOLPH   (Thomas)   an  Englifli  poet,  was  the 

Athen.  Ox.  fon  of  a  fteward  to  Edward  lord  Zouch,  and  born  in  Nor- 
LangbSe's  thamptonftiire,  (Mr.  Wood  fays,  at  Newnham  nearDaintry; 
Account  of  Mr.  Langbaine,  at  Houghton)  the  15th  of  June  1605.  He 
?™^r^"  was  educated  at  Weftminfter-fchool,  and  from  thence  eleaed 
in  1623,  as  one  of  the  king's  fcholars  to  Trinity  college  in 
Cambridge  ;  of  which  he  became  fellow,  and  took  a  mafter  of 
arts  degree.  He  was  accounted  one  of  the  moft  pregnant 
wits  of  his  time,  and  was  greatly  admired  by  all  the  poets  and 
men  of  parts.  He  was  dlftinguiftied  very  early  for  an  uncom- 
mon force  of  genius  ;  having,  when  he  was  not  more  than 
nine  or  ten  years  old,  wrote  the  "  Hiftory  of  the  Incarnation 
"  of  our  Saviour,"  in  verfe,  Ben  Johnfon  was  fo  exceedingly 
fond  of  him,  that  he  adopted  him  one  of  his  fons  ;  on  which 

account 
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account  Randolph  wrote  a  gratulatory  poem  to  hinrij  which  Is 
printed  among  his  works.  Like  a  true  poet,  Randolph  had  a 
thorough  contempt  of  wealth,  and  as  hearty  a  love  of  pleafure; 
and  this  drew  him  into  exceiTes,  which  made  his  life  very 
fhort.  He  died  in  March  1634,  when  he  had  not  compleat- 
ed  his  30th  year.  His  "  Mufe's  Looking-Glafs,"  a  comedy, 
is  well  known :  he  was  the  author  of  feveral  other  dramatic 
performances,  which  with  his  poems  were  colleded,  and  pub- 
lifhed  in  one  volume,  by  his  brother  Robert  Randolph  ;  the 
fifth  edition  of  which,  with  feveral  additions,  and  corrected 
and  amended,  was  printed  in  1664,  8vo.  Robert  was  alfo  a 
good  poet,  as  appears  from  feveral  copies  of  his  verfes  printed 
in  various  books.  He  was  aftudent  of  Chrift-Church  in  Ox- 
ford, where  he  took  a  bachelor  of  arts  degree  in  1627  ;  and 
afterwards  became  vicar  of  Donnington  in  Lincolnfhire,  where 
he  died  in  167 1,  aged  about  fixty  years. 

Mr.  Wood  gives  us  an  account  of  another  Thomas  Ran- 
dolph, a  Kentifh  gentleman,  who  was  made  Itudent  of  Chrift- 
Church,  when  Henry  VIIL  turned  it  into  a  cathedral  ;  and 
principal  of  Broadgate-Hall  in  1549,  being  then  a  dodor  of 
law.  In  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  he  was  employed  in 
feveral  embaffies  to  Scotland,  France,  and  Ruffia  ;  and  for  his 
fervices,  not  only  knighted,  but  preferred  to  fome  coniidera- 
ble  places.  He  died  the  8th  of  June  1590,  aged  fixty.  We 
have  of  his,  "  An  Account  of  his  Embaflage  to  the  Emperor 
of  Ruflia,  anno  1568."  Remitted  Into  the  firft  volume  of 
Hakluyt's  Voyages,  Lond.  1598.  and,  "  Inftru6lions  given  to^ 
"  and  Notes  to  be  obferved  by,  certain  perfons,  f^r  the 
"  fearchino;  of  the  fea  and  border  of  the  coaft,  from  the 
*'  River  Pechora  to  theEaftwards,  anno  1588." 

RAPHAEL,  an  illuftrlous  painter  of  Italy,  was  born 
at  Urbin,  on  Good  Friday  1483.  His  father  was  an  ordinary 
painter  :  his  matter  Pietro  Peruglno.  Having  a  penetrating 
underftanding,  as  well  as  a  fine  genius  for  painting,  he  foon 
perceived,  that  the  perfection  of  his  art  was  not  confined  to 
Perugino's  capacity  ;  and  therefore  went  to  Siena,  in  order  to 
advance  himfelf.  Here  Pinturrichio  got  him  to  be  employed 
in  making  the  cartoons  for  the  pictures  of  the  library  ;  but 
he  had  fcarcely  finiHied  one,  before  he  was  tempted  to  re- 
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move  to  Florence  by  the  great  noife,  which  Leonardo  da  Vin- 
ci's and  Michael  AngeIo*s  works  made  at  that  time.     As  foon 
as  he  had  confidcred  the  manner  of  thofe  illuftrious  painters, 
he  refolved  to  alter  his  own,  which  he  had  learned  of  Peru- 
gino.     His  pains  and  care  were  incredible  ;  and  he  fucceeded 
accordingly.     He  formed  his  gufto  after   the  ancient  ftatues 
and  bas  reliefs,  which  he  defigned   a  long  time  with  extreme 
application  ;  and,  befides  this,  he  hired  people  in  Greece  and 
Italy,  to  defign  for  him  all  the  antique  pieces   that  could  be 
found.     Thus,  he  raifed  himfelf  prefently  to  the  top  of  his 
profeffion.     By  the  general   confent  of  mankind,  he  is  ac- 
knowledged to  have  been  the  prince  of  modern  painters,  and 
is  oftentimes  filled  the  divine  Raphael  J   as  if,  for  the  inimi- 
table graces  of  his  pencil,  and  for  the  excellence  of  his  genius, 
he  had  fomething  more  than  human  in  his  compofition.  "  He 
^"'^A^tof  *' ^"''P^^^^j  %s  a  connoilTeur,  all  modern  painters,   becaufe 
Painting,  p.    "he  poflefled  more  of  the  excellent  parts  of  painting  than  any 
225.  Load.   <i  other  i  and  it  is  believed,  that  he  equalled  the  ancients,  ex- 
"  cepting  that  he  defigned  not  naked  bodies  with  fo   much 
**  learning  as  Michael  Angelo  :  but  his  gufto    of  defign  is 
*'  purer,  and  much  better.     He  painted  not  with  fo  good,  fo 
"  full,  and  fo  graceful  a  manner,  as  Corregio ;  nor  has  he 
'' any  thing  of  the  contralt  of  the  lights  and  fhadows,   or  fo 
*'  ftrong  and  free  a  colouring,  as  Titian  :  but  he  had  without 
"  comparifon  a  better  difpofition   in  his  pieces,    than   either 
'-^  Titian,   Correglo,   Michael  Angelo,  or  all  the  reft  of  the 
*'  fucceeding  painters  to  our  days.     His  choice  of  attitudes, 
*'  of  heads,  of  ornaments,  the  fuitablenefs  of  his  drapery,  his 
''  manner  of  defigning,  his  varieties,  his  contrafts,  his  eX' 
*'  preftions,  vi^ere  beautiful  in  perfe6i:ion  j   but  above    all,  he' 
*'  poftelTed  the  graces  in  fo  advantageous  a  manner,   that  he 
*'  has  never  fince  been  equalled  by  any  other." 

But  Raphael  v/as  not  only  the  beft  painter  in  the  world,  but 
perhaps  the  bcft  architect  a! fo  :  he  was  at  leaft  fo  admirable  a 
one,  that  Leo  X.  charged  him  with  the  building  St.  Peter's 
Sec  CAS-  church  at  Rome.  He  was  one  of  the  handfomeft  and  beft 
^vp^^  tempered  men  living :  fo  that,  with  all  thefcr  natural  and  ac- 
quired accompliihmcnts,  it  cannot  be  wondered,  that  he  was 
not  only  beloved  in  the  highcft  degree  by  the  popes  Julius  IL 
andLeo  X.  at  home,  but  admired  and  courted  by  all  the  princes 

and 
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and  flates  of  Europe.  Henry  VIII.  would  fain  have  had  him 
over  to  England.  He  lived  in  the  greateft  ftate  and  fplendor 
imaginable,  moft  of  the  eminent  mafters  in  his  time  being  am- 
bitious of  working  under  him  ;  and  he  never  went  out,  with- 
out a  crowd  of  artifls  and  others,  who  artended  and  followed 
him  purely  through  refpe(5t.  Cardinal  Bibiano  otFered  him  hi.s 
niece  in  marriage,  and  Raphael  engaged  himfelf ;  but  pope 
Leo  X.  having  given  him  hopes  of  a  cardinal's  hat,  he  made 
no  hafte  to  marry  her.  His  paflion  for  the  fair  fex  deftroyed 
him  in  the  flower  of  his  age  ;  for  one  day,  after  he  had  aban- 
doned himfelf  to  excei£ve  venery,  he  was  feized  with  a  fever ; 
and,  concealing  the  true  caufe  of  his  diftemper  from  his  phyfi^ 
cians,  he  was  fuppofed  to  be  improperly  treated,  and  fo  car- 
ried oft.  He  died  upon  his  birth-day  1520,  when  he  had 
juft  compleated  his  37th  year.  Cardinal  Bembo  wrote  his 
epitaph,  which  is  to  be  feen  upon  his  tomb  in  the  church  of  the 
Rotunda  at  Rome,  where  he  was  buried.  Here  are  two 
lines  of  it : 

Ille  hie  eft  Raphael,  timuit  quo  fofpite  vinci 
Rerum  magna  parens,  &  moriente  mori. 

Raphael  had  many  fcholars  ;  but  Julio  Romano  was  his  fa- 
vorite, becaufe  he  did  him  moft  credit.  Pouflin  ufed  to  fay 
of  Raphael,  that,  "  he  was  an  angel  compared  with  the 
"  modern  painters,  but  an  afs  in  comparifon  of  the  ancients  ;" 
but  all  fuch  fayings  are  extravagant. 

R  A  PIN '(  Renatus  )  a  French  jefuit,  famous  for  his 
(kill  in  claflical  learning,  was  born  at  Tours  in  1621,  and  en- 
tered into  the  fociety  at  eighteen  years  of  age.  He  taught 
polite  literature  for  nine  years  ;  he  made  it  his  particular  ftu-  Bayle'sDi<ft. 
dyy  and  (hewed  by  fome  Latin  produf^ions,  that  he  was  able 
to  write  on  the  fineft  fubjefls  with  great  art  and  eloquence. 
He  excelled  in  Latin  poetry,  and  pul)li(hed  various  pieces  in 
it  :  the  principal  of  which  was,  his  Hortorum  libri  quatuor; 
a  work,  which  has  been  much  admired  and  applauded.  It 
•was  firft  printed  in  4to.  at  Paris  1665,  and  afterwards  re- 
printed in  i2mo.  with  alterations  and  corrections  by  the  au- 
thor. An  Engli(h  verfion  of  it;  was  made  and  publiflied  at 
London  in  1673,  ^^o.  by  John  Evelyn,  efqj  and  again,  in 
H3  1706, 
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1706,  by  Mr.  James  Gardiner  of  Jefus  college  in  Cambridge. 
All  his  Latin  poems,  confifting  of  odes,  epitaphs,  facred 
eclogues,  and  thefe  four  books  upon  Gardens,  were  collecSied 
and  publifhed  at  Paris  1681,  in  two  volumes  i2mo.  He  ap- 
plied himfelf  afterwards  to  write  in  French,    and    fucceeded 

IT  very  well  in  that  language.     He  wrote  in  it  feveral   treatifes 

upon  polite  literature,  and  upon  pious  fubjefts,  which  met 
with  a  very  favorable  reception  from  the  publick.  The  trea- 
tifes on  polite  literature,  having  been  publiflied  at  various 
times,  were  collected  and  publifhed  in  1684,  in  two  volumes 
4to.  at  Paris  ;  and  at  Amfterdam,  in  two  volumes  8vo.  in 
1686.  They  were  tranflated  into  Englifb  by  Bafil  Kennet 
and  others,  and  publifhed  in  1705,  in  two  volumes  8vo.  un- 
der the  title  of  the  "  Critical  Works  of  Monf.  Rapin." 
The  firft  volume  contains  a  comparifon  between  Demofthenes 
and  Cicero  for  eloquence.  Homer  and  Virgil  for  poetry, 
Thucydides  and  Livy  for  hiftory,  Plato  and  Ariftotle  for 
philofophy  :  the  fecond,  are  refle6tions  on  eloquence,  on 
Ariftotle's'poetry,  on  hiftory,  on  philofophy.     Rapin's  general 

,    ,    -,       defign  in  this  work  was,  as  he  tells  us  himfelf,   to  reftore  a 

Jn  the  Pre-  o  '  ' 

face,  good  tafte  among  the  ingenious,  which  had  been   fomewhat 

corrupted  by  a  fpirit  of  profound  erudition,  that  had  reigned 
in  the  preceding  age  :  and  indeed  he  was  not  altogether  un- 
qualified for  the  attempt  ;  for  he  is  a  writer,  as  Mr.  Bayle 
obferves,  who  feems  to  have  had  more  good  tafte  and  delicacy, 
than  depth  of  erudition.  He  was  not  however  wanting  in 
learning ;  and,  although  many  things  are  loofely  faid  by  him, 
and  fomethat  may  deferve  critical  animadverfion,  yet  his  work 
abounds  with  excellent  materials,  and  upon  the  whole  is  both 
ufeful  and  entertaining. 

He  died  at  Paris  the  27th  of  October,  1687  ;   and  his  elo- 
^  gium,  written  by  father  Bouhours,  was  publifhed  the  month 

following.  He  is  there  reprefented,  and  there  is  reafon  to 
think  defervedly,  as  pofTefTed  of  the  fineft  qualities,  that  can 
adorn  a  man  of  probity  and  a  good  chriftian.  We  find  there, 
among  other  particulars,  that  zeal  for  the  honor  of  his  fociety 
made  him  undertake,  above  twenty  years  before,  an  Hiftory 
ofjanfenifm.  Father  Rapin  was  a  dangerous  adverfary  of 
that  party,  and  attacked  them  on  their  weakeft  fide  in  a  Latin 
work,  publifhed  in  j6^8,  under  the  title  of,  DifTertatio  de 
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nova  doc^rlna,  feu  Evangelium  Janfeniftarum.  He  had  a 
great  quarrel  with  father  VavaiTor,  who  wrote  againft  his 
Rcfledtions  on  Ariftotle's  Poetics  ;  yet  pretended  to  be  igno- 
rant, as  there  was  no  name  to  them,  that  Rapin  was  the  au- 
thor. Rapin  had  faid,  in  thofe  reflections,  that  "  it  is  fo 
"  unufual  a  thing  for  an  author  to  write  good  epigrams, 
*'  that  any  perfon  may  be  fatisfied  with  making  a  few  in  his 
"  whole  life.*'  Now,  fays  Menage,  who  relates  this  anec-  Antl-Baii- 
dote,  "  as  VavafTor  had  wrote  two  large  books  of  epigrams,  ^^^>  ch.84, 
"  he  was  not  pleafed  with  Rapin  for  this  faying;  and  this 
"  prompted  him  to  write  againft  that  father  :  I  had  this, 
^'  adds  Menage,  from  himfelf "     ^^ 

RAPIN  DE  Thoyras    (Paul  de)  an  eminent  hifto- 
rian  of  France,   was  born  at  Caftres  in  Languedoc  the  25th 
of  March  1661.     His  family  was  originally  from  Savoy,  and   From  his 
is  fuppofed  to  have  removed   into  France,  upon  embracing  /o  xmdaii's^ 
the  proteftant  religion.     Phillbert  de  Rapin,  great  grandfa-   tranflation 
ther  to  our  author,  fell  a  martyr  to  his  zeal  for. proteftantjfm  ;  ?,  Hiftoryfof 
which  expofed  him  fo  much  to  the  indignation  of  the  Roman  'England.** 
catholics,   and  particularly  to  that  of  the  parliament  of  Tou- 
loufe,   that  his  head  was  ftruck  off  in  1568  by  a  fentence  of 
theirs,   at  the  very  time  that  he  came  by  the  king's  order  to 
have  the  treaty  of  peace  regidered  there.     Father  Daniel  in- 
deed paffes  over  this  fa6t  in   filence ;   and  his  reafon  is  fup- 
pofed to  have  been,  that   he  might  make  the  more  odious 
the  difturbances  raifed  by  the  Huguonots  afterwards  in  the 
country  about  Touloufe  :  whereas  what  they  did  was  in  re- 
venge of  Philibert's  death,  as  appeared  from  the  foldiers  wri- 
ting with  coals,  on  the  ruins  of  the  houfes  they  had  burned, 
*'  Vengeance  for  Rapin's  death."     James  de  Rapin,  lord  of  Mezeray, 
Thoyras,  was  our  author's  father.     He  applied  himfelf  to  ^^* 
the  ftudy  of  the  law,   and  was  an  advocate  in  the  chamber 
of  the  edi6l  of  Nantes  above  fifty  years.     Thefe  chambers 
were  courts  of  judicature  eredled  in  feveral  towns  of  France, 
in  behalf  of  the  Huguonots;    the  judges  whereof  were  half 
of  the  reformed,  and  half  of  the  Roman  catholic,  religion. 
Jane  de  Peliffon,   his  wife,  was  daughter  to  a  counfellor  of 
the  chamber  of  Caftres,  and  fifter  to  the  famous  George  and 
Paul  Peliflbn  :  this  lady,  after  having  been  confined  a  good 
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while  to  a  convent,   was  at  laft  fent  by  the  king's  order  to 
Geneva,  where  fhe  died  in  the  year  1705. 

Mr.  Rapin  the  hiflorian  was  their  youngeft  Ton.  He  was 
educated  at  firft  under  a  tutor  in  his  father's  houfe,  and  af- 
terward fent  to  Puylaurens,  and  thence  to  Saumur.  In  1679, 
he  returned  to  his  father,  with  a  defign  to  apply  himfelf 
clofely  to  the  ftudy  of  the  law :  but  before  he  had  made  any 
great  progrefs,  he  was  obliged,  with  many  other  young  gen- 
tlemen, to  commence  advocate,  upon  report  of  an  edid  foon 
after  publifhed,  in  which  it  was  ordered,  that  no  man  (hould 
have  a  do6tor's  degree  ?/ithout  having  ftudied  five  years  in 
fome  univerfity.  The  fame  year  the  chamber  of  the  edict 
was  fupprefled,  which  obliged  Mr.  Rapin's  family  to  remove 
to  Touloufe  :  and  the  ftare  of  the  reformed  growing  every 
day  worfe,  our  hiftorian  defired  his  father's  leave  to  quit  the 
profeffion  of  advocate  for  that  of  arms.  He  had  before  given 
proofs  of  a  military  difpdfition  :  for  he  had  fought  a  duel  or 
two,  in  which  he  had  acquitted  himfelf  very  gallantly.  His 
father  did  not  abfolutefy  deny  his  requeft,  but  gave  him  fuch 
an  anfwer,  as  ferved  to  prolong  the  tims.  This  ftate  of  un- 
certainty very  much  abated  his  ardor  in  the  ftudy  of  the  law  : 
IJhowever,  he  pleaded  one  caufe,  and  one  only  :  and  then  ap- 
jplicd  himfelf  heartily  to  the  ftudy  of  mathematics  and  mufic, 
in  both  which  he  became  a  good  proficient. 

In  1685,  his  father  died;  and  two  months  after,  the  edi<5t 
of  Nantes  being  revoked,  Mr.  Rapin  with  his  mother  and 
brothers  retired  to  a  country- houfe  ;  and  as  the  perfecution 
in  a  (liort  time  was  carried  to  the  greateft  height,  he  and  his 
youngeft  brother,  in  March  1686,  departed  for  England. 
He  was  not  long  in  London,  before  he  was  vifited  by  a  French 
abbe  of  diftinguifhed  quality  ;  a  friend  of  Mr.  Peliflbn,  who 
introduced  him  to  Mr.  Barillon  the  French  ambafi^ador.  Thefe 
gentlemen  perfuaded  him  to  go  to  court,  afluring  him  of  a  fa- 
vorable reception  from  the  king  ;  but  he  declined  this  honor, 
not  knowing  what  the  confequences  might  be  in  that  very 
critical  ftate  of  affairs.  His  fituation  indeed  was  not  at  all 
agreeable  to  him ;  for  he  was  perpetually  prefled,  upon  the 
fubje61:  of  religion,  by  the  French  catholics  then  in  London, 
and  efpeclally  by  the  abbe,  who,  though  he  treated  him  with 
the  utmoft  complaifance,  always  turned  the  difcourie  to  con- 
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troverfy.  Having  no  hopes  of  any  fettlement  in  England  at 
that  time,  his  ftay  there  was  but  fhort :  he  went  over  to 
Holland,  and  lifted  himfelf  in  a  company  of  French  volun- 
teers, that  was  at  Utrecht  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Rapin, 
his  coufm-german.  Mr.  Peliffon,  the  fame  year,  publiflied 
his  reflcaions  on  the  difference  of  religions,  which  he  fent  to 
his  nephew  Rapin,  with  a  ftria  charge  to  give  him  his  opi- 
nion  impartially  of  the  work  :  and  this  was  accordingly  done, 
although  nothing  of  this  kind  was  found  among  his  papers. 
He  did  not  quit  his  company,  till  he  followed  the  prince  of 
Orange  imo  England  :  where,  in  1689,  he  was  made  an 
enfi'i-n,  and  went  to  Ireland  with  that  commiffion.  He  dif- 
tinguifhed  himfelf  fo  at  the  fiege  of  Carrick-fergus,  that  he 
was  the  fame  year  promoted  to  a  lieutenancy.  He  was  pre- 
fent  at  the  battle  of  the  Boyne  ;  and  at  the  fiege  of  Lime- 
rick, was  fhot  through  the  fhoulder  with  a  mufket  -  ball. 
This  wound,  which  was  cured  very  flowly,  proved  very  de- 
trimental to  his  intereft  ;  for  it  prevented  him  from  attending 
general  Douglas  into  Flanders,  who  was  very  deiirous  of 
having  him,  and  could  have  done  him  confiderable  fervice  : 
however,  he  had  a  company  given  him. 

He  continued  in  Ireland,  till  the  end  of  the  year  16935 
when  he  was  ordered  for  England  without  any  reafon  affign- 
cd  :  but  a  letter  informed  him,  that  he  was  to  be  governor 
to  the  earl  of  Portland's  fon.  Having  never  had  any  thoughts 
of  this  nature,  he  could  not  imagine  to  whom  he  owed  the 
recommendation,  but  at  laft  found  it  to  be  from  lord  Gal- 
loway. He  immediately  went  to  London,  and  entered  upon 
this  charge  ;  but  quitted  all  hopes  of  thofe  preferments  in  the 
army,  which  feveral  of  his  fellow-officers  foon  after  attained. 
All  the  favor  fhewn  him  was,  that  he  had  leave  to  refign  his 
commiffion  to  bis  younger  brother,  who  died  in  17 19,  af- 
ter having  been  made  lieutenant-colonel  in  a  regiment  of 
Englifh  dragoons.  Indeed  the  king  gave  him  a  penfion  of 
I  col.  per  annum,  "  till  fuch  time  as  he  fhould  provide  for 
"  him  better,'*  which  time  never  came  :  fo  he  enjoyed  this 
pcnfion  during  the  king's  life,  after  which  it  was  taken  from 
him,  and  a  poft  of  fmall  value  given  him  in  its  ftead. 

Vv^hile  the  earl  of  Portland  was  ambaffador  in  France,  Mr. 
Rapin  was  obliged  to  be  fonictimes  in  that  kingdom,  fome- 
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times  in  England,   and  often  in  Holland  :    but  at  length  he 
fettled  at  the  Hague,   where  the  young  lord  Portlarul  was 
learning  his  exercifes.     While  he  refided  here  in  1699,  he 
married  :   but  this  marriage  neither  abated  his  care  of  his  pu- 
pil, nor  hindered  him  from  accompanying  him  in  his  travels. 
They  began  with  a  tour  through  Germany,  where  they  made 
fome  flay  at  Vienna  :  from  hence  went  into  Italy  by  the  way 
of  Tirol,  where  the  marefchal  de  Villeroy,  at  that  time  pri- 
foner,    gave  Mr.  Rapin  a  letter  for  the  cardinal  d'Etrees, 
when  at  Venice.     Their  travels  being  finifhed,  which  put 
an  end  to  his  employment,   he  returned  to  his  family  at  the 
Hague,   where  he  continued  fome  years :   but  as  he  found  it 
increafe,  he  refolved  to  remove  to  fome  cheap  country  ;   and 
accordingly  retired  in  1707  to  Wezel,  in  the  duchy  of  Cleves 
in  Germany,  where  he  employed  the  remaining  years  of  his 
life  in  writing  the  Hiflory  of  England.     Though  his  confti- 
tution  was  flrong,  yet  feventeen  years  application,  for  fo  long 
he  was  in  compofing  this  hiftory,  entirely  ruined  it.     About 
three  years  before  his  death,  he  found  himfelf  exhaufled,  and 
often  felt  great  pains  in  his  ftomach  :   and  at  length  a  fever, 
with  an  oppreffion  in  his  breaft,  carried  him  off  after  a  week's 
illnefs,   the   i6th  of  May  1725.     He  left  one  fon  and  fix 
daughters.     He  was  naturally  of  a  ferious  temper,   although 
no  enemy  to  innocent  mirth  :    he  loved  mufick,   and  was 
Ikilled,  as  we  have  faid,   in  mathematics,  efpecially  in  the 
art  of  fortification.     He  was  mafter  of  the  Italian,  Spanifli 
and  Englifli  languages :  and  had  alfo  a  very  competent  know- 
ledge of  the  Greek  and  Latin.     He  fpent  all  his  leifure-hours 
in  reading  and  converfing  with  fuch  as  led  a  regular  life,  and 
loved  to  reafon  and  refled  on  things. 

He  lived  to  publifh  the  eighth  volume  of  his  hiftory,  which 
ends  with  the  death  of  Charles  I.  The  two  remaining  volumes, 
which  bring  the  hiftory  down  to  the  proclamation  of  king 
William  and  queen  Mary,  came  out  in  1724.  They  were 
printed  at  the  Hague  in  4to.  and  has  twice  been  tranflated 
into  Engllfh:  by  the  rev.  Nicholas  Tindal,  A.  M.  firft  in 
8vo.  then  in  folio ;  and  by  John  Kelly  of  the  Inner  Tem- 
ple, efq;  in  two  volumes  folio.  Mr.  Tindal  has  given  a  con- 
tinuation of  Mr.  Rapin's  hiftory  to  the  year  1760,  and  has 
^dded  ufeful  notes  to  the  Virhole,     When  Mr.  Rapin  firft  fet 
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about  this  work,  he  did  not  think  of  writing  a  compleat  hif- 
tory  of  England  :  but  curlofity  and  much  leifure  led  him  on 
from  one  ftep  to  another,  till  he  came  to  the  reign  of  Hen- 
ry II.  and  then,  when  he  was  upon  the  point  of  flopping, 
an  unexpected  afliftance  came  forth,  which  not  only  induced 
him  to  continue  his  hiftory,  but  to  do  it  in  a  more  full  and 
particular  manner,  than  at  firft  he  intended.  This  was  Mr. 
Rymer's  Colledion  of  Public  A6ts,  which  began  to  be  pub- 
lifhed  at  the  expence  of  the  government  about  1706.  In 
1708,  fix  volumes  in  folio  were  compleated,  which  were  af- 
terwards increafed  to  feventeen,  and  then  to  twenty.  The 
lord  Halifax,  a  great  promoter  of  this  noble  work,  fent  the 
volumes,  as  they  came  out,  to  the  famous  Le  Clerc  ;  who 
generoufly  lent  them  our  author,  as  long  as  he  had  occafion 
for  them.  That  he  did  actually  ufe  this  colie6lion,  appears 
from  the  pains  he  took  exa6Hy  to  abridge  the  whoie  Seventeen 
volumes,  except  the  firfl,  which  was  done  by  Le  Clerc  :  iri 
which  abridgment  we  have  all  the  important  aits  pointed 
out,  a  well-connected  feries  of  events  to  which  they  relate, 
and  the  ufe  to  be  made  of  them  in  clearing  up  the  hiftory  of 
England.  This  AbftraCt  lies  fcattered  up  and  down  in  the 
feveral  volumes  of  Le  Clerc's  Bibliotheque  Choifee  ;  and  has 
from  thence  been  tranflated  and  publifhed  in  Englifh.  Mr. 
Rapin  alfo,  to  let  us  fee  what  a  thorough  knowledge  he  had 
of  our  parties  and  factions  in  England,  publifhed  'm  17 17  a 
little  treatife  entitled,  "  A  DifTertation  on  the  Whigs  and 
**  the  Tories  ;"  which  is  fubjoined  to  his  Hiftory,  and  has 
likewife  been  tranflated  and  publifhed  in  Englifh. 

Voltaire  has  obferved,  that  "  England  is  indebted  to  Ra- 
"  pin  for  the  beft  hiftory  of  itfelf  which  has  yet  appeared  ; 
*'  and  the  only  impartial  one  of  a  nation,  wherein  few  write 
*'  without  being  adtuated  by  the  fpirit  of  party."  It  was  eafy  Siccle  de 
to  exceed  all  the  hiflorians  before  him  ;  fince,  befide  the  ad-  xom.  n^^' 
vantages  in  common  with  them,  which  he  did  not  fail  to 
make  the  ftriclefl  ufe  of,  he  was  fupplied  with  a  new  and 
rich  fund  of  materials  from  Rymer's  Foedera.  Neverthelefs, 
his  fpirit  of  moderation  has  made  him  obnoxious  to  the  in- 
tolerant party  :  and  the  men  of  wit  and  vivacity  are  apt  to 
complain  of  him,  for  being  fometimes  rather  tedious  and 
(lull 
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RAWLEGH  (Sir  Walter)  or,  as  he  himrdf  fpeli 
his  name,  Ralegh,  an  illuftrious  Englifhman,  v/as  defcended 
from  an  ancient  family  in  Devonfhire,  and  was  the  fon  of 
Walter  Ralegh,  efq;  of  Fardel,  near  Plymouth,  by  a  third 
wife.  Mr.  Ralegh,  upon  his  laft  marriage,  had  retired  to  a 
farm  called  Hayes,  in  the  parifh  of  Budley ;  and  there  fir 
Walter  was  born  in  1552.  After  a  proper  education  at 
fchool,  he  was  fent  to  Oriel  college  in  Oxford  about  1568, 
where  he  foon  diftinguiflied  himfelf  by  great  force  of  natural 
parts,  and  an  uncommon  progrefs  in  academical  learning: 
but  ambition  prompting  him  to  purfue  the  road  to  fame  in  an 
adive  life,  he  made  a  fhort  ftay  only  at  Oxford.  Queen 
Elizabeth  fending  forces  to  affift  the  pcrfccuted  proteftants  of 
France  in  1569,  fir  Walter  went  among  them  a  gentleman 
volunteer** -and  was  engaged  for  fome  years  doubtlefs  in  mi- 
litary a/^airs,  of  which  however  we  do  not  know  the  parti- 
culars. In  1576,  we  find  him  in  London,  and  exercifmg 
his  poetical  talents ;  for  we  have  of  his  a  commendatory 
poem  prefixed  among  others  to  a  fatyr,  called  "  The  Steel 
''  Glafs,"  publifhed  this  year  by  George  Gafcoine,  a  poet  of 
thofe  times.  Sir  Walter  refided  in  the  Middle-Temple,  but 
with  no  view  of  fludying  the  law  ;  for  he  declared  exprefsly 
at  his  trial,  that  he  had  never  ftudied  it.  On  the  contrary, 
his  mind  was  Hill  bent  on  military  glory  j  and  he  had  op- 
portunities enough  of  indulging  his  ruling  paflion.  He  went 
in  1578  to  the  Netherlands  with  the  forces  which  were  fent 
againft  the  Spaniards.  In  1579,  when  Sir  Humphry  Gilbert, 
who  was  his  brother  by  his  mother's  fide,  had  obtained  a  pa- 
tent of  the  queen,  to  plant  and  inhabit  fome  northern  parts 
of  America,  he  engaged  in  that  adventure  ;  but  returned  foon 
after,  the  attempt  proving  unfucccfsful.  In  1580,  he  was  a 
captain  in  the  wars  of  Ireland  ;  and  the  year  after,  one  of 
the  commiilioners  for  the  government  of  Munfter  in  the  ab- 
fcnce  of  the  earl  of  Ormond. 

At  his  return  home,  he  was  introduced  to  court ;  and,  as 
Fuller  relates,  upon  the  following  occafion.  Her  majefty, 
talcing  the  air  in  a  walk,  flopped  at  a  plaftiy  place,  in  doubt 
whether  to  go  on  ;  when  Ralegh,  drefled  in  a  gay  and  gen- 
teel habit  of  thofe  times,  immediately  caft  off  and  fpread  his 
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'.ew  pli^fli  cloak  on  the  ground  ;  on  which  her  majefty  gently 
treading,  was  condii6led  over  clean  and  dry.  The  truth  is, 
Ralegh  always  made  a  very  elegant  appearance,  as  well  in 
the  (plendor  of  attire,  as  the  politenefs  of  addrefs  :  having  a 
good  prefence,  in  a  handfome  and  well-compa6led  perfon ;  a 
ftrong  natural  wit,  and  a  better  judgment ;  with  a  bold  and 
plaufible  tongue,  whereby  he  could  fet  out  his  parts  to  the 
beft  advantage  :  and  thefe  being  all  very  engaging  advocates 
for  royal  favor,  efpecially  in  a  female  ibvereign,  it  is  no  won- 
der, that  he  advanced  apace  in  it.  In  1583,  he  fet  out  with 
ftr  Humphry  Gilbert,  in  his  expedition  to  Newfoundland  ;  but 
within  a  few  days  was  obliged  to  return  to  Plymouth,  his 
(hip's  company  being  feized  with  an  infecSiious  diftemper  ;  and 
Gilbert  was  drowned  in  coming  home,  after  he  had  taken 
podeffion  of  that  country.  Thefe  expeditions  hov/ever  be- 
ing things  that  Ralegh  had  a  ftrong  paffion  for,  nothing  dif- 
couraged  him;  and  in  1584,  obtaining  letters  patents  for 
difcovering  unknown  countries,  he  fet  fail  to  America,  and 
difcovered  the  country  of  Wigandacoa,  which  queen  Eliza- 
beth changed  into  that  of  Virginia. 

Upon  his  return,  he  was  elected  member  of  parliament 
for  Devonfhire,  and  foon  after  was  knighted.     In  1585,  he 
appears  feveral  ways  engaged  in  the  laudable  improvements 
of  navigation  :  for  he  was  one  of  the  collegues  of  the  fellow- 
fliip  for  the  difcovery  of  the  north-weft  pafliige.     The  fame 
year,  he  fent  his  own  fleet  upon  a  fecond  voyage  to  Virginia, 
and  then  upon  a  third.     We  muft  not  forget,  that  it  was 
fir  Walter's  colony  in  Virginia,  who  firft  brought  tobacco  to 
England  ;  and  that  it  was  fir  Walter  himfelf,  who  firft  brought 
this  herb  in  requeft  among  us.     Queen  Elizabeth  was  not 
backward  in  promoting  the  advantages,  which  were  promifed 
by  the  traffic  of  this  herb  :  but  her  Scotch  fuccefTor,  James  I. 
held  it  in  fuch  abomination,  that  he  ufed  his  utmoft  endea- 
vors to  explode  the  ufe  of  it  among  his  fubje6ls.     About  the   King 
fame  time,  our  knight  was  made  fenefchal  of  Cornwall,  and   «  count«- 
lord  warden  of  the  Stannaries,     In  cffciSt,  he  was  now  grown   "  biaft  to 
fuch  a  favorite  with  the  queen,  that  they,   who  had  at  firft   ]\  Jo^^^^lto 
been  his  friends  at  court,  began  to  be  alarmed  ;  and,  to  pre-   and  his 
vent  their  own  fupplantation,  refolved  to  proje£l  his.     This   76"^"Vor* 
however  was  little  regarded  by  him  3  and  he  conftantly  at-  laying  a  du- 
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tended  his  public  charge  and  employments,  whether  in  town. 
or  country,  as  occafions  required.  Accordingly,  we  find 
him,  1586,  in  parliament ;  where  among  other  weighty 
concerns  the  fate  of  Mary  queen  of  Scots  was  determined, 
in  which  he  probably  concurred.  But  the  flream  of  his  af- 
fe61:ion  ran  towards  Virginia  ;  and,  in  1587,  he  fent  three 
fiiips  upon  a  fourth  voyage  thither.  In  1588,  he  fent  ano- 
ther fleet  upon  a  fifth  voyage  to  Virginia  ;  and  the  fame  year 
did  great  fervice  in  deflroying  the  Spanifh  Armada,  fent  to 
invade  England.  He  thought  proper  now  to  make  an  af- 
fignment  to  divers  gentlemen  and  merchants  of  London,  for 
continuing  the  plantation  of  Virginia  to  Englifhmen.  This 
aflignment  is  dated  March  the  7th,  1588-9. 

In  April  1589,  he  accompanied  Don  Antonio,  the  ex- 
pelled king  of  Portugal,  then  in  London,  to  his  dominions, 
when  an  armament  was  fent  to  reftore  him;  and,  in  his  re- 
turn to  England  the  fame  year,  touched  upon  Ireland,  where 
he  vifited  Spencer  the  poet,  whom  he  brought  to  England, 
introduced  into  the  queen's  favor,  and  encouraged  by  his 
own  patronage,  himfelf  being  no  inconfiderable  poet.  Spencer 
has  defcribed  the  circumflances  of  fir  Walter's  vifit  to  him 
in  a  pafloral,  which  about  two  years  after  he  dedicated  to 
him,  and  entitled,  *'  Colin  Clout's  come  home  again."  In 
1592,  he  was  appointed  general  of  an  expedition  againft  the 
Spaniards  at  Panama.  We  find  him  foon  after  this  very  ac- 
tive in  the  houfe  of  commons,  where  he  made  a  diflinguifh- 
ed  figure,  as  appears  from  feveral  of  his  printed  fpeeches. 
In  the  mean  time,  he  was  no  great  favorite  with  the  peo- 
ple ;  and  fomewhat  obnOiXious  to  the  clergy,  not  only  on 
account  of  his  principles,  which  were  not  thought  very  or- 
thodox, but  becaufe  he  pofTefTed  fome  lands,  which  had  been 
taken  from  the  Church.  His  enemies  knowing  this  ventured 
to  attack  him  ;  and,  in  1593,  he  was  afperfed  with  athelfm, 
in  a  libel  againft  feveral  minifters  of  flate,  printed  at  Lyons 
with  this  title,  Elizabethas  Reginae  Angliae  Edi6tum,  promul- 
gatum  Londini,  Nov.  29,  1591  ;  &  Andr.  Philopatris  ad 
idem  refponfio.  In  this  piece  the  writer,  who  was  the  je- 
fuit  Parfons,  inveighs  againft  fir  Walter  Ralegh's  "  School 
"of  Athelfm;"  infinuating,  that  he  was  not  content  with 
being  a  difciple,   but  had  fet   up  for  a  do6lor  in  his  faculty. 

Ofborn 
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Ofborn  accounts  for  this  afperfion  thus  :   "  Ralegh,  fays  he,   Mifceilany 

"  was  the  firft,  as  I  have  heard,  who  ventured  to  tack  about,   l^^^^^^^'J^i^^ 

««  and  fail  aloof  from  the  beaten  track  of  the  fchools  ;   and   preface 

"  who,  upon  the  difcovery  of  fo  apparent  an  error  as  a  torrid 

*'  zone,  intended  to  proceed  in  an  inquifition  after  more  fo- 

*'  lid  truths :   till  the  mediation  of  feme,   whofe  livelihood 

<«  lay  in  hammering  (hrines  for  this  fuperannuated  ftudy, 

"  poflefled  queen  Elizabeth,  that  fuch  a  do£trine  was  againft 

*'  God  no  lefs  than  her  father's  honour  ;   whofe  fnith,  if  he 

"  owned  any,  was  grounded  upon  fchool- divinity.     Where- 

"  upon  fhe  chid  him,    who   was,   by  his  own  confeffion, 

''  ever  after  branded  with  the  title  of  atheift,  though  a  known 

*'  aflertor  of  God  and  providence."     That  he  was  fuch  an 

aflertor,  has  been  univerfally  allowed  ;   yet  Mr.  Wood  not 

only  comes  into  the  unfavorable  opinion  of  his  principles,  but 

pretends  to  tell  us,  from  whom  he  imbibed  them.  See  HARI 

About  the  fame  time,  1593,  Ralegh  had  an  amour  with  a  ^^* 
beautiful  young  lady,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  fir  Nicholas 
Throgmorton,  an  able  ftatefman  and  ambaflador ;  and  won 
her  heart,  even  to  the  laft  favor.  This  offending  the  queen 
terribly,  Ralegh  was  confined  for  feveral  months  ;  and,  when 
fet  at  liberty,  forbidden  the  court.  Hov/ever,  he  atewards 
made  the  moft  honourable  reparation  he  could,  by  marrying 
the  objefl  of  his  afFedion  ;  and  he  always  lived  with  her  in 
the  ftrideft  conjugal  harmony.  While  he  lay  under  this  dif- 
grace  at  court,  he  projeded  the  difcovery  and  conquefl  of 
the  large,  rich,  and  beautiful  empire  of  Guiana  in  South 
America  ;  and  fending  firft  an  old  experienced  officer  to  take 
certain  informations  concerning  it,  he  went  thither  himfelf  in 
1595,  deftroyed  the  city  of  San  Jofeph,  and  took  the  Spanifh 
governor.  Upon  his  return,  he  wrote  a  difcourfe  of  his  dif- 
coveries  in  Guiana,  which  was  printed  in  1596,  4to.  and 
afterwards  inferted  in  the  third  volume  of  Flakluyt's  voyages. 
The  fame  year,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  chief  com- 
manders in  the  expedition  to  Cadiz  ;  and  was  afterwards  rear- 
admiral  in  the  ifland  voyage.  He  had  a  great  jfhare  in  de- 
feating the  treafonable  defigns  of  the  earl  of  Eflex,  with 
whom  he  had  long  been  at  variance ;  and  lived  in  full  hap- 
pinefs  and  honor  during  queen  Elizabeth's  reign  :   but  his 
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fun  fet  at  her  death,  which  happened  the  24th  of  March 
1602-3. 

Upon  the  acceflion  of  king  James,  he  loft  his  intereft  at 
court ;  was  (tripped  of  his  preferments  ;  and  even  accufed, 
tried  and  condemned  for  high  treafon.  Various  caufes  have 
been  afligned  for  this  ftrange  reverfe  of  fortune.  In  the  firft 
place,  it  has  been  obferved,  that  the  earl  of  EiTex  infufed 
prejudices  againft  him  into  king  James  ;  and  after  the  earl's 
death,  there  were  circumftances  implying,  that  fecrctary 
Cecil  did  the  like.  For  though  Cecil  and  Ralegh  joined 
againft  Eflex,  yet  when  he  was  overthrown,  they  divided. 
Thus,  when  king  James  came  to  England,  fir  Walter  pre- 
fented  to  him  a  memorial,  wherein  he  reflected  upon  Cecil 
in  the  afflair  of  Eflex  ;  and  vindicating  himfelf,  threw  the 
whole  blame  upon  the  other.  He  farther  laid  open,  at  the 
end  of  it,  the  condu61:  of  Cecil  concerning  Mary  queen  of 
Scots,  his  majefty's  mother;  and  charged  the  death  of  that 
unfortunate  princefs  on  him  :  which  however  had  no  effe£t 
upon  the  king,  and  only  irritated  Cecil  the  more  againft  Ra- 
legh. But  what  feems  alone  fufficlent  to  have  incenfed  the 
king  againft  Ralegh,  was,  his  joining  with  that  party  of 
Engliflimen,  who,  in  regard  to  the  inveterate  feuds  between 
England  and  Scotland,  defired  the  king  might  be  obliged  to 
articles,  in  relation  to  his  own  countrymen.  However,  we 
are  told,  that  the  king  received  him  for  fome  weeks  with 
great  kindnefs  ;  but  it  could  only  be  for  fome  weeks  :  for  on 
the  6th  of  July  1603,  he  was  examined  before  the  lords  of 
the  council  at  Weftminfter,  and  returned  thence  a  private 
prifoner  to  his  own  houfc.  He  was  indicated  at  Staines  the 
21ft  of  September,  and  not  long  after  committed  to  the 
Tower  of  London  ;  whence  he  was  carried  to  Winchefter, 
tried  there  the  17th  of  November,  and  condemned  to  die. 
That  there  was  fomething  of  a  treafonable  confpiracy  againft 
the  king,  was  generally  believed ;  yet  it  never  was  proved 
that  he  was  engaged  in  It :  and  perhaps  the  beft  means  to 
clear  him  may  be  the  very  trial,  upon  which  he  was  con- 
demned ;  wherein  the  barbarous  partiality  and  foul  language 
of  the  attorney- general  Coke  broke  out  fo  glaringly,  that  he 
was  expofed  for  it,  even  upon  the  public  theatre.  After 
this,  Ralegh  was  kept  near  a  month  at  Winchefter,  in  daily 
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eXpe£lation  of  death  ;  and  that  he  expeded  nothing  lefs,  is 
plain  from  a  letter  he  wrote  to  his  wife,  which  is  printed 
among  his  works. 

Being  reprieved,  he  was  committed  prifoner  to  the  Tower 
of  London,  where  he  lay  a  great  number  of  years  ;  his  lady 
living  with  him,  and  bringing  him  another  fon,  named  Ca- 
rew,  within  the  year.  His  eftate  was  at  firft  reftored  to 
him,  but  taken  again,  and  given  to  the  king's  minion  Ro-^ 
bert  Car,  afterwaids  carl  of  Somerfet.  Ralegh  found  a  great 
friend  in  Henry,  the  king's  eldeft  fon,  who  labored  to  pro- 
cure him  his  eftate,  and  had  nearly  efFeded  it ;  but  that 
hopeful  and  difcerning  prince  dying  in  1612,  all  his  views 
were  at  an  end.  The  prince  is  reported  to  have  faid,  that 
"  no  king  but  his  father  would  keep  fuch  a  bird  in  a  cage." 
During  his  confinement,  he  devoted  the  greateft  part  of  his 
time  to  reading  and  writing  ;  and  indeed  the  produ6tions  of 
his  pen  at  this  time  are  fo  many  and  fo  weighty,  that  one  is 
apter  to  look  on  him  as  a  collegian,  than  a  captive  .  as  a 
ftudent  in  a  library,  than  a  prifoner  in  the  Tower.  His 
writings  have  been  divided  into  poetical,  epiftolary,  military, 
maritimal,  geographical,  political,  philofophical  and  hiftori- 
cal.  But  how  elaborately  foever  many  of  thefe  pieces  are 
allowed  by  others  to  be  written,  he  looked  on  them  only  as 
little  excurfions  or  fallies  from  his  grand  work,  "  The  hif- 
"  tory  of  the  world  ;"  the  firft  volume  of  which  was  publifh- 
ed  in  April  1614,  folio,  and  deduces  things  to  the  end  of  the 
Macedonian  empire.  As  to  the  ftory  of  the  fecond  volume 
of  this  hiftory,  which,  it  is  faid,  he  burned,  becaufe  the  firft 
had  fold  fo  flowly,  that  it  had  ruined  his  bookfeller,  it  is 
fcarcely  worth  notice  ;  fince  it  does  not  appear  true,  that  the 
firft  part  did  fell  fo  flowly,  there  being  a  fecond  edition  of  it 
printed  by  that  very  bookfeller,  within  three  years  after  the 
firft.  Befides,  fir  Walter  himfelf  has  told  us,  that,  though  p^^f^ 
he  intended  and  had  hewn  out  a  fecond  and  third  volume,  his  firft 
yet  he  was  perfuaded  to  lay  them  afidc  by  the  death  of  prince  ^'^^^' 
Henry,  to  whom  they  were  direded  :  and  if  we  ftiould  allow 
his  mind  might  change,  yet  the  courfe  of  his  life  afterwards 
left  no  room  for  any  fuch  performance.  The  merit  of  this 
work  is  too  well  known,  to  need  any  enlarging  upon  here : 
and  therefore  let  the  judgment  of  a  polite  writer  upon  it  ferve 
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for,  what  it  really  is,  the  judgment  of  mankind  in  general. 
"  Sir  Walter  Ralegh's  Hiftory  of  the  World  Is  a  work  of 
*'  fo  vaft  a  compafs,  fuch  endlefs  variety,  that  no  genius, 
''  but  one  adventurous   as  his  own,  durft  have  undertaken 
Felton's         *'  ^^^t  great  defign.     I  do  not  apprehend,  fays  he,  any  great 
Differtatlon    '^  difficulty  in  collecting,  and  common-placing  an   univerfal 
Tcsl  1.216,  "  hiftory  from  the  whole  body  of  hiftorians  ;  that  Is  nothing 
3730.  «  but  mechanic  labor  :   but  to  digeft  the  feveral  authors  in 

**  his  mind,  to  take  in  all  their  majefty,  ftrength  and  beauty, 
*'  to  raife  the  fpirit  of  meaner  hiftorians,  and  to  equal  all  the 
*'  excellencies  of  the  beft,  is  fir  Walter's  peculiar  praife.  His 
*'  ftile  is  the  moft  perfe£l,  the  happieft,  and  moft  beautiful 
'<  of  the  age  he  wrote  in,  majeftlc,  clear  and  manly  ;  and 
*'  he  appears  every  where  fo  fuperior,  rather  than  unequal, 
*^  to  his  fubje6t,  that  the  fpirit  of  Rome  and  Athens  feems 
*'  to  be  breathed  into  his  work. — To  conclude,  his  admirable 
*'  performance  in  fuch  a  prodigious  undertaking  fheweth, 
*'  that  had  he  attempted  the  hiftory  of  his  own  country  or 
"  his  own  times,  he  would  have  equalled  even  LIvy  and 
*'  Thucydides  :  and  the  annals  of  queen  Elizabeth  by  his  pen 
*^  had  been  the  brighteft  glory  of  her  reign,  and  would  have 
"  tranfmltted  his  hiftory  as  the  ftandard  of  our  language  even 
"  to  the  prefent  age." 

Some  have  fancied,  that  the  merit  of  this  work  procured 
his  releafement  from  the  Tower  j  but  there  feems  little  foun- 
dation for  that  opinion,  fince  king  James  is  known  to  have 
exprefled  fome  diilike  to  it.  But  whatever  procured  it,  as 
no  doubt  it  was  his  money  that  did,  the  mine-adventure  to 
Guiana  was  made  ufe  of  to  the  king ;  and  we  find  him  ac- 
tually abroad  the  25th  of  March  1616.  In  Auguft,  he  re- 
ceived a  commiffion  from  the  king  to  go  and  explore  the 
golden  mines  at  Guiana ;  but  did  not  fet  ofF  from  Plymouth 
till  July  1617.  In  the  mean  time  his  defign,  being  betray- 
ed to  the  Spaniards,  was  defeated  ;  and  his  eldeft  fon  Walter 
being  killed  by  the  Spaniards  at  St.  Thome,  the  town  was 
burnt  by  captain  Keymis,  who,  being  reproached  by  fir  Wal- 
ter for  his  ill  condu6l  in  this  affair,  killed  himfelf.  Upon 
this,  the  Spanifti  ambaffador  Gundamor,  making  heavy  com- 
plaints to  the  king,  a  proclamation  was  publiftied  immediately 
againft  Ralegh  and  his  proceedings,  and  threatening  punifh- 

ment 
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ment  in  an  exemplary  manner.     Ralegh  landed  at  Plymouth 
in  July  1618  ;  and,  though  he  heard  the  court  was  exafper- 
ated  by  the  Spanifli  ambafTador,  firmly  refolved  to  go  to  Lon- 
don.    He  was  arretted  on  his  journey  thither  j    and  finding 
as  he  approached,  that  no  apology  could  -fav^  him,   repented 
of  not  having  made  his  efcape,  while  he  had  it  in  his  power. 
He  attempted  it,  after  he  was  confined  in  the  Tower,   but 
was  feized  in  a  boat  upon  the  Thames.     It  was  found  how- 
ever,  that  his  life  could  not  be  touched  for  any  thing  which 
had  been  done  at  Guiana  :   therefore  a  privy  Teal  was  fent  to 
the  judges,  forthwith  to  order  execution,  in  confequence  of 
his  former  attainder.   This  manner  of  proceeding  was  thought 
extra-judicial  at  firil ;   but  at  length  he  was  brought,   Octo- 
ber the  28th,  to  the  King's  Bench  bar  at  Weftminfter,  and 
there  afked,  if  he  could  (ay  any  thing,  why  execution  fhould 
not  be   awarded  I    To  this  he  faid,   that  "  he  hoped  the 
"  judgment  he  received  to  die  fo  long  fince  could  not  hovf 
*-'  be  ftrained  to  take  away  his  life ;  fince,  by  his  maj^fty's 
"  commillion  for  his  late  voyage,  it  was  implied  to  be  re- 
*'  ftored,  in  giving  him  power  as  marfhal  upon  the  iife  and 
"  death  of  others  :"  and  of  this  he  had  been  afllired  by  fir 
Francis  Bacon,  then  lord  keeper,  when  he  exprefled  fome 
follicitude  for  a  pardon  in  form,  before  he  fet  fail  for  Gui- 
ana.    This  notwithftanding,   fentenc<;  of  death   was  pafled 
upon  him,  and  he  was  beheaded  the  next  day  in  Old  Palace 
yard,    when    he  fufFered  his  fate  with   great  nr-gnanimity. 
His  body  was  interred  in  St.  Margaret's   Weftminfter ;   but 
his  head  was  preferved  by  his  family  many  years.     The  put- 
ting this  great  and  uncommon  man  to  death  thus  injurioufly, 
to  pleafe  the  Spaniards,  gave  the  higheft  offence  then  -,  and 
has  been  mentioned  with  general  indignation  ever  fince.    Bi- 
fhop  Burnet,  fpeaking  of  certain  errors  in  James  Ift*s  reign, 
proceeds  thus  :  **  befides  thefe  public  adlings,  king  James 
*«  fufFered  much,  in  the  opinion  of  all  people,  by  his  ftrange   Hift.  of  hj3 
«  way  of  ufing  one  of  the  greateft  men  of  that  age,  fir  Wal-   ^^Y^"^ , 
*«  ter  Ralegh  j  againft  whom  the  proceedings  at  fiift  were 
"  cenfured,  but  the  laft  part  of  them  was  thought  both  bar- 
<^'  barous  and  illegal.*'     And  a  little  farther  :  "  the  firft  con- 
"  demnation  of  him  was  very  black  ;   but  the  executing  him 
*'  after  lb  many  years,  and  after  an  employment  that  had 
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*«  been  given  him,  was  counted  a  barbarous  facrificing  him 
*'  to  the  Spaniards.'* 

Sir  Walter  was  tall,  to  the  height  of  fix  feet,  well  (haped, 
and  not  too  flender ;  his  hair  of  a  dark  colour,  and  full ;  and 
the  features  and  form  of  his  face  fuch,  as  they  appear  before 
the  laft  edition  of  his  hiftory  in  1736.  His  tafte  in  drefs, 
both  civil  and  military,  was  magnificent.  Of  the  latter 
fort,  his  armour  was  fo  rare,  that  we  are  told  part  of  it  was 
for  its  curiofity  preferved  in  the  Tower  :  and  his  civil  ward- 
robe was  richer,  his  cloaths  being  adorned  with  jewels  of 
great  value.  The  truth  is,  the  tichnefs  and  rarenefs  of  his 
apparel  was  made  matter  of  reproach  to  him  ;  but,  though 
he  was  undoubtedly  pleafed  with  the  diftinilion,  he  was  far 
from  making  it  the  end  of  his  ambition  :  for  how  much  he 
excelled  in  arms  abroad,  counfel  at  home,  and  letters  in  ge- 
neral, hiftory  and  his  own  writings  have  made  fufficiently 
notorious. 

The  beft  edition  of  his  Hiftory  of  the  World  is  that  pub- 
liftied  by  Oldys,  in  two  vols,  folio.  A  collection  of  his  fmaller 
pieces  were  colIe(Sled  and  printed  together  in  two  vols.  8vo, 
in  1748. 


Ray's  life 
by  Derham, 
prefixed    to 
«  felea  re- 
**  mains  of 
**  the  learn- 
"  ed  John 
«  Ray." 
1760,  8vo. 


RAY,  or  WR  AY  (John)  an  eminent  Engl  I  fli  na- 
tural philofopher,  was  the  fon  of  a  blackfmith  at  Black-Not- 
ley,  near  Braintree  in  Eflex  ;  and  was  born  there  the  29th 
of  November,  1628.  He  was  bred  a  fcholar  at  Braintree 
fchool;  and  fent  from  thence,  in  1644,  to  Catherine  Hall 
in  Cambridge.  Here  he  continued  about  a  year  and  three 
quarters,  and  then  removed,  for  fome  reafon  or  other,  to  Tri- 
nity College  :  with  which,  fays  Derham,  he  was  after- 
wards much  pleafed,  becaufe  in  Catherine  Hall  they  chiefly 
addicted  themfelves  to  difpuratlons,  while  in  Trinity  the  po- 
liter arts  and  fciences  were  principally  minded  and  cultivated. 
He  took  the  degrees  in  arts,  and  was  chofen  fellow  of  his 
college ;  and  the  learned  Duport,  famous  for  his  fkill  in 
Greek,  who  had  been  his  tutor,  ufed  to  fay,  that  the  chief 
of  all  his  pupils,  and  to  whom  he  efteemed  none  of  the  reft 
comparable,  were  Mr.  Ray  and  Dr.  Barrow,  who  were  of  the 
fame  ftanding.  In  165 1,  he  was  chofen  the  Greek  lecturer 
of  the   colleges    in  1653,  the   mathematical  ledurer ;  in 
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1655,  humanity  reader:  which  three  appointments  fhew 
the  reputation  he  had  acquired  in  that  early  period  of  his 
life,  for  his  /kill  in  languages,  polite  literature,  and  the 
fciences. 

During  his  continuance  in  the  univerfity,  he  acquitted  him- 
felf  honourably  as  a  tutor  and  preacher :  for  preaching  and 
common  placing,  both  in  the  college  and  in  the  univerfity- 
church,  were  then  ufually  performed  by  perfons  not  ordained. 
He  was  not  affected  with  the  fanaticlfm  of  the  times,  but  dif- 
tinguifhed  himfelf  by  preaching  found  and  fenfible  divinity, 
while  the  generality  filled  their  fermons  with  enthufiafm  and 
nonfenfe.  His  favorite  ftudy,  and  what  indeed  made  the  chief 
bufmefs  of  his  life,  was  the  univerfal  hiftory  of  nature,  and 
the  works  of  God  :  and  in  this  he  acquired  great  and  exadl 
fkill.  He  publifhed,  in  1660,  a"  Catalogue  of  the  Cam- 
*'  bridge  Plants,'*  in  order  to  promote  the  ftudy  of  botany, 
which  was  then  much  neglected  ;  and  the  good  reception 
this  work  met  with,  encouraged  him  to  proceed  further  in 
thefe  fludies  and  obfervations.  He  no  longer  contented  him- 
felf with  what  he  met  with  about  Cambridge,  but  extended 
his  purfuits  throughout  the  greateft  part  of  England  and 
Wales,  and  part  of  Scotland.  In  thefe  journies  of  fimp- 
ling,  though  he  fometimes  went  alone,  yet  he  had  common- 
ly the  company  of  feveral  curious  gentlemen,  particularly 
Mr.  Willoughby,  his  pupil  Mr.  afterwards  Sir  Philip,  Skip- 
pon,  and  Mr.  Peter  Courthope. 

At  the  refloration  of  the  king,  Mr.  Ray  refolved  upon 
entering  into  holy  orders;  and  was  ordained  by  Sanderfon, 
bifhop  of  Lincoln,  the  23d  of  December  1660.  He  con- 
tinued fellow  of  Trinity  college,  till  the  beginning  of  the 
Bartholomew  a£t ;  which,  requiring  a  fubfcription  againfl 
the  folemn  league  and  covenant,  occafioned  Mr.  Ray  to  re- 
fign  his  fellowfhip,  he  refufmg  to  fign  that  declaration.  But 
the  reafon  of  his  refufal  was  not,  as  fome  have  imagined,  his 
having  taken  the  folemn  league  and  covenant,  which  he  ne- 
ver did,  but  always  thought  it  an  unlawful  oath  ;  but  becaufe 
he  could  not,  as  he  fald,  declare  for  thofe  who  had  taken  the 
oath,  that  no  obligation  lay  upon  them,  but  feared  there 
might, 
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Having  now  left  his  fellowfhip,  and  vifited  moft  parts  of 
his  own  country,  he  was  minded  to  fee  what  nature  afforded 
in  foreign  parts ;  and  accordingly,  in  April  1663,  himfelf, 
with  Mr.  Willoughby,  Mr.  Skippon,  and  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Bacon,  went  over  from  Dover  to  Calais,  and  from  thence 
through  divers  parts  of  Europe  :  which  however  it  is  fuffici- 
ent  jtifl  to  mention,  as  Mr.  Ray  himfelf,  in  1673,  publiflied 
the  "  Obfcrvations"  they  made  in  that  tour.  Towards  the 
latter  end  of  their  journey,  Mr.  Willoughby  and  Mr.  Ray 
parted  company  ;  the  former  palling  through  Spain,  the  lat- 
ter from  Montpelier  through  France,  into  England  :  where 
he  arrived  about  the  beginning  of  March,  1665-6.  He  pur- 
fued  his  philofophical  fludies  with  his  ufual  attention,  and  be- 
came fo  diftinguiihed,  that  he  was  importuned  to  come  into 
the  royal  fociety,  and  was  admitted  fellow  thereof  in  Novem- 
ber 1667.  Being  then  follicited  by  dean,  afterwards  biftiop, 
Wilkins,  to  tranflate  his  "  Real  Charader"  into  Latin,  he 
confented  5  and  the  original  manufc;:ipt  of  that  work,  ready 
\  for  the  prefs,  is  flill  extant  in  the  library  of  the  royal  fo- 
ciety. 

In  the  fpring  of  1669,  Mr.  Ray  and  Mr.  Willoughby  en^ 

tered  upon  thofe  experiments  about  the  tapping  of  trees,  and 

the  afcent  and  defcent  of  their  Tap ;  which  are  publifhed  in 

the  philofophical  tranfa(Sions,  and  may  be  met  with  together 

Vol.  II.  p.    i^  M''-  Lowthorp*s  abridgment.     About  this  time,  Mr.  Ray 

^82,  began  to  draw  up  his  obfervations  for  public  ufe)  and  one  of 

the  firft  things  he  fet  upon  was,  his  "  Collection  of  Englifh 

*«  Proverbs."     This  book,  though  fent  to  Cambridge  to  be 

printed  in  1669,  yet  was  not  publiflied  till  1672.     He  alfo 

prepared  his  "  Catalogue  of  Englifh  Plants"  for  the  prefs, 

which  came  out  in  1670:  his  humble  thoughts  of  this  and 

his  other  book,  for  his  nature  was  modeft  and  amiable  in  the 

higheft  degree,  may  be  ken  in  a  Latin  letter  of  his  to  Dr. 

«  Philofor     Liiter,  dated  Auguft  the  22d  1670.     In  the  fame  letter  he  al- 

*<phical        fo  takes  notice  of  the  altering  his  name,  by  leaving  out  the 

*<  tween     '   W  in  the  beginning  of  it  ;  for  till  the  year  1670,  he  had  al- 

♦^  Mr.  Ray    ^ays  wrote  his  name  fp'ray  :  but  this  being,  he  fays,  con- 

♦<  learned       trary  to  the  way  of  his  forefathers,  he  therefore  reaflumed  the 

*' , ,  ^""^^'7     name  of  Ray.      In  the   fame  letter,    he  mentions  another 

Ivor  by  ^^  thing  relating  to  himfelf,  which  was  an  offer  of  200 1.  per 
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annum,  to  travel  with  three  young  noblemeri  into  foreign 
parts  :  but  the  acceptance  of  this  propofal  not  being  confift- 
ent  with  his  infirm  ftate  of  body,  he  thought  it  prudent  to 
decline  it. 

In  1 67 1,  Mr.  Ray  was  afflicted  with  a  feverifh  diforder, 
which  ended  in  the  yellow^jaundice  :   but  he  was  foon  cured 
of  it,  as  he  tells  us  himfelf,  by  an  infufion  of  ftone-horfe   PhllofopM- 
dung  with  fafFron  in  ale.     The  year  after,  his  intimate  and  "'t^^l-T 
beloved  friend  Mr.  Willoughby  died  in  the  37th  year  of  his   June  28, 
age,   at  Middleton  Hall,  his  feat  in  Yorkfliire  ;  "  to  the   ^^7i« 
*'  infinite  and  unfpeakable  lofs  and  grief,  fays  Mr.  Ray,  of 
*'  myfelf,  his  friends,  and  all  good  men."     There  having 
been  the  clofeft   and  fincereft  friendfhip  between  Mr.  Wil- 
loughby and  Mr.  Ray,  who  were  men  of  fimilar  natures  and 
taftes,  from  the  time  of  their  being  fellow  collegians,   Mr. 
Willoughby  not  only  confided   in  Mr.  Ray  in  his  life-time, 
but  alfo  at  his  death  :  for  he  made  him  one  of  the  exe- 
cutors  of  his  will,  and  charged  him  with  the  education  of 
his  fons,  Francis  and  Thomas,  leaving  him  alfo  for  life  60 1. 
per  annum.     The  eldeft  of  thefe  young  gentlemen  not  being 
four  years  of  age,  Mr.  Ray,   as  a  faithful  truftee,  betook 
himfelf  to  the  inftru(2:ion  of  them  ;  and  for  their  ufe  com- 
pofed  his  Nomenclator  Clailicus,  which  was  publifhed  this 
very  year  1672.     Francis  the  eldeft  dying  before  he  was  of 
age,  the  younger  became  lord  Middleton.  Not  many  months 
after  the  death  of  Mr.  Willoughby,   Mr.  Ray  loft  another 
of  his  beft  friends,  bifhop  Wilkins  ;  whom  he  vifited  in  Lon- 
don the  i8th  of  November  1672,  and  found  near  expiring, 
by  a  total  fupprefiion  of  urine  for  eight  days. 

As  it  is  natural  for  the  mind,  when  it  is  hurt  in  one  part, 
to  leek  relief  from  another  ;  fo  Mr.  Ray,  having  loft  fomc 
of  his  beft  friends,  and  being  in  a  manner  left  deftitute, 
conceived  thoughts  of  marriage  ;  and  accordingly,  in  June 
1673,  did  adlually  marry  a  gentlewoman  of  about  twenty 
years  of  age,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Oakeley  of  Launton  in 
Oxfordftiire.  Towards  the  end  of  this  year,  came  forth  his 
*'  Obfervations  Topographical,  Moral,  &c."  made  in  fo- 
reign countries ;  to  which  was  added  his  Catalogus  Stirpi- 
um  in  exteris  reglonibus  obfervatarum  :  and  about  the  fame 
time,  his  *'  Colledlion  of  unufual  or  local  Englilh  words," 

I  4  which 
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which  he  had  gathered  up  in  his  travels  through  the  coun- 
ties of  England.  On  1674,  Mr.  Oldenburgh,  the  fecreta- 
ry  of  the  royal  fociety,  renewed  his  correfpondence  with 
Mr.  Ray,  which  had  been  fome  time  intermitted,  and  fent 
him  letters  almoft  every  month.  Mr.  Ray's  accounts  in 
thefe  letters  were  publifhed  by  Oldenburgh  in  the  philofophi- 
cal  tranfa^lions,  Mr.  Oldenburgh  had  a  farther  view  in  his 
frequent  correfpondence  with  Mr.  Ray  :  it  was  to  engage 
him  with  thofe  leading  members  of  the  royal  fociety,  who 
had  agreed  to  entertain  the  fociety  with  a  phllofophical  dif- 
courfe  at  their  meetings,  fo  that  the  burden  might  not  lie  a- 
mong  too  few  of  the  members.  Mr.  Ray  complied,  and  ac-i 
cordingly  fent  him  a  "  Difcourfe  concerning  Seeds,  and  the 
Philcfophl-  ''  Specific  Differences  of  Plants  "  :  which,  Mr.  Oldenburg 
p!  i/""^'  tells  him,  was  fo  well  received  by  the  prefident  and  fellows, 
that  they  returned  him  their  thanks,  and  defired  him  to  let 
them  have  more  of  the  like  favors  from  him. 

This  year  1674,  and  part  of  the  next,  ^Mr.  Ray  fpentin 
preparing  Mr.  Willoughby's  "  Obfervations  about  Birds  " 
for  the  prefs  :  which  however  was  not  publifhed  till  1678. 
Thefe  two  gentlemen,  finding  the  hiftory  of  nature  very  im- 
perfect, had  agreed  between  themfelves,  before  their  travels 
beyond  fea,  to  reduce  the  feveral  tribes  of  things  to  a  me- 
thod, and  to  give  accurate  defcriptions  of  the  feveral  fpecies 
from  a  ftri6t  furvey  of  them  :  and  fince  Mr.  Willoughby's 
genius  lay  chiefly  to  animals,  therefore  he  undertook  the 
birds,  beafts,  fiflies,  and  infedts,  as  Mr.  Ray  did  the  vegeta- 
bles. How  they  difcharged  each  their  province,  the  world 
has  feen  in  their  works.  Old  lady  Willoughby  dying,  and 
Mr.  Willoughby's  fons  being  removed  from  under  Mr.  Ray's 
tuition,  about  1676,  he  thought  it  beft  to  leave  Middleton- 
Hall,  and  retire  with  his  wife  to  fome  convenient  place  :  and 
accordingly  he  removed  to  Sutton  Cofield,  about  four  miles 
from  Middlf  ton.  Some  time  after  he  went  into  Eflex  to  Fal- 
borne-Hall,  where  he  continued  till  June  1679  ;  and  then 
made  another  remove  to  Black-Notley,  his  native  place.  Be- 
ing fetth^d  here,  and  now  free  from  interruptions,  he  began 
to  refume  his  wonted  labours,  particularly  in  botany :  and 
one  of  the  firft  things  he  finifhed  was  his  Methodus  Planta- 
rumNova,  which  was  publifhed  in  1682.  This  was  pre- 
paratory 
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paratory  to  his  Hlftoria  Plantarum  Generalls,  the  firft  volume 

of  which  was  publifhed  in  1686,  th^  fecond   in   1687,  and 

the  third   fome  years  after  ;  to  the  compiling  this  hiftory, 

many  learned  and  ingenious  men  gave  their  helping  hands  ; 

particularly  Sir    Hans   Sloane  and  Dr.  Tancred  Robinfon, 

two  great  friends   of   Mr.    Ray.     Nor  was    Mr.  Ray  lefs  - 

mindful  of  Mr.  Willoughby's  colledions,  where  there  were 

noble,   though   rude    and  indigefted,    materials  ;   but   fpent 

much  time  and  pains  in  reducing  them  in  order,  and  fitting 

them  for  the  prefs.     He  had  publifhed   his   "  Obfervations 

"upon   Birds"  in   1678;   and   in    1685,  he  publifhed  his 

*'  Hirtory  of  Fifhes  :'*  and  though  thefe   works  were  then 

the  completefl  in  their   kinds,   yet  they  lofl  much   of  their 

perfe6lion  by  the  mifcarriage  of  Mr.  Willoughby's  and  Mr. 

Ray's   papers  in   their  travels.     They  had  very  accurately 

defcribed  all  the  birds,   fifhes,  &c.   which  they  law,  as  they 

pafTed  through  High  and  Low  Germany,  efpecially  thofe  in 

and  upon  the  Danube  and  the  Rhine  ;  but  lofl  their  accounts 

in  their  return  from  thence.     This  lofs  Mr.  Ray  laments  in 

the  philofophical  letters  above  cited.  p,  jgo^  iSr. 

Though  Mr.  Ray's  health  began  to  be  impaired  by  years 
and  fludy,  yet  he  continued  from  time  to  time  to  give  his 
works  to  the  public.  He  publifhed  in  1688,  Fafciculus 
Stirpium  Britannicarum ;  and  in  1690,  Synopfis  Methodica 
Stirpium  Britannicarum,  which  was  re'publifhed,  with  great 
amendments  and  additions,  in  1696,  but  the  lafl  edition  is 
that  of  1724.  Having  thus  publifhed  many  books  on  fub- 
jeds,  which  he  took  to  be  fomewhat  foreign  to  his  profeflion, 
he  at  length  refolved  to  entertain  the  world  like  a  divine,  as 
well  as  natural  philofophcr  ;  and  with  this  view  fet  about  his 
incomparable  Demonftration  of  the  Being  and  Attributes  of 
God,  which  he  calls,  "  The  Wifdom  of  God  manifefl:ed  in 
*'  the  Works  of  the  Creation."  The  rudiments  of  this 
work  were  laid  in  fome  college  lectures,  read  in  the  chapel, 
and  called  common  places  ;  which  having  much  refined  und 
enlarged,  he  fitted  up  for  a  convenient  volume,  and  publifh- 
ed in  1 69 1,  8vo.  This  work  meeting  with  univerfal  ap- 
plaufe  encouraged  him  to  publifh  another  of  a  like  nature, 
whofe  foundation  was  alfo  laid  at  Cambridge  in  fome  fer- 
mpns,  which  he  had  preached  before  the  uijiverfity  5  and 

this 


122  RAY. 

this  was  his  '«  Three  Phyfico-Theological  Difcourfes  con- 
*«  cerning  the  Chaos,  Dehige,  and  Diflolution  of  the 
"  world,"  1692,  8vo.  Both  thefe  works  have  been  often 
reprinted  with  large  additions. 

Soon  after  thefe  theological  pieces  came  out,  his  Synopfis 
Methodica  Animalium  Quadrupedum  was  ready  for  the  prefs, 
and  pubhftied  in  June  1693  :  and  having  difpatched  that,  he 
iet  about  and  finifhed  a  Synopfis  of  Birds  and  Fifties.  This 
getting  into  the  bookfellers  hands,  lay  fupprefled  for  many 
years,  and  was  thought  to  have  been  deftroyed  and  loft ;  but 
after  Mr.  Ray's  death,  it  was  publiftied  by  Mr.  Derham  in 
1 7 13.  He  made  a  catalogue  of  Grecian,  Syrian,  Egyptian, 
and  Cretan  plants,  which  was  printed  with  Rauwolff's  tra- 
vels in  1693  ;  and  the  year  after,  publiftied  his  Sylloge  Stir- 
pium  Europearum  extra  Britanniam.  He  had  afterwards 
fome  little  contc^fts  with  Rivinus  and  Tournefort,  concern- 
ing the  method  of  plants,  which  occafioned  him  to  review 
and  amend  his  own  method  ;  and  to  draw  it  up  in  a  com- 
pleter form,  than  he  had  ufed  in  his  Methodus  Plantarum, 
publiftied  in  1682,  or  in  his  Hiftoria  Plantarum.  Mr.  Ray 
began  now  to  be  grievoufly  afflicted  with  a  continual  diar- 
rhea, and  with  very  painful  ulcers  in  his  legs,  which  eat 
deep  into  the  flefli,  and  kept  him  waking  whole  nights :  by 
which  means  he  was  (o  difabled,  that,  as  he  tells  Dr.  Tan- 
cred  Robinfon,  in  a  letter  dated  September  the  30th  1698, 
Philofophi-  he  could  not  fo  much  as  walk  into  the  neighbouring  fields. 
He  lived  however  fome  years  with  thefe  infirmities  ;  for  his 
death  did  not  happen  till  January  1704-5.  He  died  the 
17  th  of  that  month  at  Black-Notley,  in  a  boufe  of  his 
own  building. 

He  was  an  honeft  and  good  man,  and  had  a  zeal  for  the 
promoting  of  virtue  and  piety  among  others ;  as  appeared, 
not  only  from  his  exemplary  life  and  convcrfation,  but  alfo 
from  a  tra6t  of  pradical  divinity,  intitled,  "  A  Perfuafive  to 
"  an  Holy  Life,"  which  he  publifti^  in  the  year  1700.  He 
was  a  man  of  excellent  parts,  and  had  a  fingular  vivacity  in 
his  ftile,  whether  he  wrote  in  Latin  or  Englifli,  which  were 
equally  eafy  to  him.  This  he  retained,  notwithftanding  his 
great  age  and  infirmities,  to  the  day  of  his  death  ;  of  which 
he  gave  good  proof  in  fome  of  his  lettersj  written  manifeftly 

with 
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with  a  (lying  hand.     One  of  thefe,  and  indeed  the  laft,  is  the 
following  to  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  Bart. 
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«  Dear  Sir, 

H  E  beft  of  friends  :  thefe  are  to  take  a  final  leave  of 
you  as  to  this  world.  I  look  up#ft  niyfelf  as  a  dying 
•'  man.  God  requite  your  kindnefs  expreflcd  any  ways  to- 
*'  wards  me  an  hundred  fold  :  hlefs  you  with  a  confluence  of 
<'  all  good  things  in  this  world,  and  eternal  life  and  happinefs 
*'  hereafter.     Grant  us  an  happy  meeting  in  heaven. 

/  am^  Sir, 

Black-Notley,  Eternally  yours, 

Jan.  I.  1704. 

J  O  11  N     R  A  Y. 

*'  P.  S.  When  you  happen  to  write  to  my  fingular  friend 
<«  Dr.  Hotton,  I  pray  tell  him  I  received  his  moft  obliging 
"  and  afFedionate  letter,  for  which  I  return  thanks  ;  and 
«*  acquaint  him,  that  I  was  not  able  to  anfwer  it,  or •" 

REAL  (Cesar  Vichard  dc  St.)  a  polite  writer  in 
French,  was  the  fon  of  a  counfellor  to  the  fenate  of  Cham- 
berri  in  Savoy,  where  he  was  born  ;    but  it  Is  not  mentioned 
in  what  year.     He  came  very  young  to  France,   and   was 
fometime  a  difciple  of  M.  de  Varillas ;   and  he  afterwards    Tom'.T/. 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  at  Paris  by  feveral  ingenious  produc-   ^"^^logeat 
tions.     In  1675,  he  returned  to  Chamberri,  and  went  from   his  works. 
thence  to  England  with  the  duchefs  of  Mazarine  ;  but  foon 
after  came  back  to  Paris,  where  he  lived  a  long  time,   with- 
out title  or  dignity,  intent  upon  literary  purfults.  He  return- 
ed a  fecond  time  to  Chamberri  in  1O92,   and  died  there  the 
fame   year,  pretty  old,  but  not  in  the  beft  circumftances. 
He  was  a  man  of  great  parts  and  penetration    a  lovei  of  the - 
fciences,  and  particularly  fond  of  hiftory :   which  he  wiihed 
to   have  ftudied  in  a  very   different  manner,  from  whatsit 
ufually  is  ;  not  as  a  bare  recital  of  fa6ls  and  fpeeches    but  as 
a  pi<Slure  of  human  nature  under  its  various  modes  of  wif- 
dom,  folly,  knavery,  and  madnefs.     He  wrote  a  piece  with 
this   view,  de  Tufage  de  I'Hiftoire,   Paris    1672,  in  i2mo; 
which  is  full  of  fenfible  and  judicious  refledtions.     In  1674, 
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he  publifhed.  Conjuration  des  Efpagnols  contre  le  Repub- 
lique  de  Venice  en  1618.  i2mo.  "  We  have  had  hiftorians, 
Siecle  de        "  %s  Voltaire,  but  not  a  Livy.     The  flile  of  the  Confpiracy 
Louis  XIV.     "  of  Venice  is  comparable  to  that  of  Saluft  :    it  is  evident  the 
•  *9'  «<  abbe  de  St.  Real  had  him  in  nis  eye,  and  perhaps  he  has 

furpafled  him  '*  He  loft  as  much  reputation  by  his  La  Vie 
de  Jefus  Chrift,  publifhed  four  years  after,  as  he  had  gained 
by  his  Confpiracy  of  Venice.  He  wrote  many  other  things  ; 
fome  to  illuftrate  the  Roman  hiftory,  which  he  had  made 
his  particular  fludy  3  fome  upon  fubjeds  of  philofophy,  poli- 
tics,  and  morals ;  and  notes  upon  the  two  firft  books  of  Tul- 
ly's  letters  to  Atticus,  of  which  he  made  a  French  tranflation. 
A  neat  edition  of  his  works  vi^as  publifhed  at  the  Hague 
1722,  io  five  volumes  i2mo5  without  the  letters  to  Atti- 
cus ;  which  however  were  printed  in  the  edition  of  Paris 
1745,  in  three  volumes  410,  and  fix  i2mo. 
<• 

REAUMUR  (Rene-Antoine  Ferchault  fieur 
de)  a  French  philofopher,  was  born  of  a  good  family  in 
1683  at  Rochelle,  where  he  was  grounded  in  letters.  Then 
he  was  fent  to  Poitiers  for  philofophy  ;  and,  in  1699,  went 
to  Bourges  to  ftudy  the  law.  In  the  mean  time,  he  had 
early  difcovered  a  turn  for  mathematics  and  phyfics  ;  and  he 
now  went  to  Paris,  to  cultivate  thefe  fciences.  So  early  as 
1708,  he  was  judged  worthy  to  be  a  member  of  the  acade- 
my of  fciences  ;  and  he  foon  juftified  the  choice,  that  was 
then  made  of  him  by  that  fociety.  He  made  innumerable 
obfervations,  and  wrote  a  great  number  of  pieces,,  upon  the 
various  branches  of  natural  philofophy.  His  hiftory  of  infe<5ls, 
in  fix  volumes  4to,  at  Paris,  is  his  capital  work.  Another 
edition  was  printed  in  Holland  in  twelve  vols.  i2mo.  He  di- 
ed in  1757,  not  of  age,  although  he  was  old,  but  of  the 
confequences  of  a  fall.  He  is  an  exa6t  and  clear  writer ; 
and  there  is  an  elegance  in  his  flile  and  manner,  which  is 
not  always  to  be  found  among  thofe,  who  have  made  only 
the  fciences  their  ftudy.  He  is  reprefented  alfo  as  a  man  of 
an  amiable  compofition,  and  with  qualities  to  make  him  be- 
loved as  well  as  admired.  He  left  a  great  variety  of  papers 
and  natural  curiofities  to  the  academy  of  fciences. 

REDI 
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REDI  (Francis)  an  Italian  phyficlan  and  very  polite 
fcholar,  was  defcended  from  a  noble  family,  and  born  at 
Arezzo  in  Tufcany,  the  1 8th  of  February  1626.  His  firft  ^iceron, 
ftudies  were  made  at  Florence,  from  whence  he  removed  to  Tom.  III,. 
Pifa,  and  there  was  admitted  dodor  in  philofophy  and  me- 
dicine. His  ingenuity  and  (kill  in  thefe  and  other  fciences  ac- 
quired him  a  great  reputation ;  and  Ferdinand  II,  duke  of 
Tufcany,  chofe  him  his  firft  phylician.  His  conftant  em- 
ploy did  not  hinder  him  from  cultivating  the  Belles  Lettres  : , 
he  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  the  ftudy  of  the  Italian 
tongue,  and  contributed  not  a  little  towards  compiling  the 
dldlionary  of  La  Crufca.  Mr.  Menage,  in  his  Origines  de 
la  Langue  Italienne,  acknowledges  hlmfelf  obliged  to  him 
for  many  particulars.  Redi  was  a  lover  of  learned  men, 
and  ready  to  ferve  them  in  any  way  he  could.  He  was  a 
member  of  feveral  academies  in  Italy  ;  of  la  Crufca  at  Flo- 
rence, of  the  Gelati  at  Bologna,  and  of  the  Arcadiens  at 
Rome.  He  was  fubje(Si:  to  the  falling  ficknefs  in  his  latter 
years ;  yet  neither  abandoned  books,  nor  his  bufineft.  He 
wrote  upon  vipers,  and  upon  the  generation  of  infedls  ;  and 
he  compofed  a  good  deal  of  poetry,  fome  of  which  he  pub- 
lifhed  himfelf,  and  fome  was  publiflied  after  his  death  by  or- 
der of  the  great  duke,  his  mafter.  All  his  writings  are  in 
Italian  ;  and  his  language  is  fo  fine  and  pure,  that  the  au- 
thors of  the  didlionary  of  la  Crufca  have  often  cited  it  as  a 
ftandard  of  perfe6lion.  He  died  the  firft  of  March  1697. 
His  works,  moft  of  them,  are  tranflated  into  French  and  in- 
to Latin. 

REGIOMONTANUS,  an  illuftrlous  aftrono- 
mer,  whofe  real  name  was  Joannes  Mullerus,  was  born  at 
Konieftjere;  in  Franconia,  anno  I4'?6.  He  was  tauo-ht  his 
grammar  at  home,  and  at  twelve  years  of  age  fent  to  Leip-  tani  vita  a 
fie ;  where  he  took  a  violent  turn  to  aftronomy,  and  wifely  Gaflfendo. 
applied  himfelf  to  arithmetic  and  geometry,  as  neceflary  to 
comprehend  it  rightly.  But  there  was  then  nobody  at  Leipfic, 
who  could  lead  him  into  the  depths  of  this  fcience  ;  and 
therefore,  at  fifteen,  he  removed  to  Vienna,  to  ftudy  under 
the  famous  Purbachius,  who   was  the  profcflbr  there,   and 

read 
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re^d  lectures  with  jth,e  higheft  reputation.  .  Greater  friend- 
fhip  and  afFe6^ion  could  not  fubfift,  than  between  Regiomon- 
tanus  and  Purbachius ;   and  therefore  it  is  no  wonder,  that 
the  former  fhould  make  all  conceivable  progrefs  under  the 
latter.     About  thatfime  cardinal  Beflarion  came  to  Vienna, 
to  negotiate  fome  affairs  for  the  pope ;  who,  being  a  lover 
of  aftronomy,  had  begun  to  make  a  Latin  verfion  of  Pto- 
lemy's Almageft  :  but,  not  having  time  to  go  on  with  it, 
deiired  Purbachius  to  continue  the  work,  and  for  that  purpofe 
to  return  with   him   into  Italy,   in  order  to  make  himfelf 
niailer  of  the  Greek  tongue,  which  at  prefent  he  knew  no- 
thing of.     Purbachius  confented  to  the  cardinal's  propofals, 
provided  Regiomontanus  might  accompany  him,   and  (hare 
the  taflc  ;   and  all  things  were  agreed  on,  when  Purbachius 
died  in  146 1.     The  fcholar  of  courfe   fucceeded  the  mafter 
to  the  dcftined  office,  as  well  as  in  his  profeflbrfhip,   and  at- 
tended the  cardinal  the  fame  year  to  Rome  ;  where  the  firft 
thing  he  did  was  to  learn  the  Greek  language,  though  in  the 
mean  time  he  did  not  negle6l  to  make  aftronomical  obferva- 
tions,  and  to  compofe  various  works  in  that  fcience.      The 
cardinal  going  to  Greece  foon  after,  Regiomontanus  went 
to  Ferrera,  where  he  continued  the  ftudy  of  the  Greek  lan- 
guage  under  Theodore  Gaza  ;  who  explained  to  him  the 
text  of  Ptolemy,  with  the  commentaries  of  Theon  :  till  at 
length  he   became  fo  perfedt  in  it,  that  he  could  compofe 
verfcs,  and  read  like  a  critic,  in  it.     In   1463,    he  wenT-<o 
,  Padua,  where  he  became  a  member  of  the  univerfity  ;    and, 
at   the  requeft   of  the  ftudents,   explained   Alfraganus,    an 
Arabian  philofopher.     In  1464,  he  removed  to  Venice,  to 
attend  his  patron  Beflarion  5    and,  the  fame  year,  returned 
with  him  to  Rome,  where  he  waged   war  with  Georgius 
Trapezuntius,  whom  he  had  terribly  offended,  by  animad- 
verting on  fome  paffages  in  his  tranllation  of  Theon's  com- 
mentary.    Not  long  after,  being  weary  of  rambling  about, 
and  having  procured  a  great  number  of  manufcripts,   which 
was  one  main  object  of  his  travels,   he  returned  to  Vienna, 
and  performed  for  fome  time  the  offices  of  his  profefforfhip. 
Afterwards,  he  went  to  Buda,  at  the  invitation  of  Matthias 
Corvinus,  the  king  of  Hungary,   who  was  a  lover  of  let- 
ters and  fciences,  and  founded   a  rich  and   noble   library 
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there  :  but,  on  account  of  the  wars,  came  and  fettled  at  Nu- 
remberg in  1 47 1.  He  fpent  his  time  here,  in  conftruding 
inftruments,  in  making  obfervations,  and  publifhing  books, 
fome  his  own,  fome  other  people's  :  he  publifhed  here  the 
five  books  of  Manilius's  Aftronomicon.  In  1474,  pope 
Sixtus  IV.  conceived  a  dcfign  of  reforming  the  calendar ; 
and  fent  for  Regiomontanus  to  Rome,  as  the  propereft  and 
ableft  perfon  to  accomplifti  his  purpofe.  Regiomonta- 
nus was  very  unwilling  to  interrupt  the  ftudies,  he  was  en- 
gaged in  at  Nuremberg  ;  but  receiving  great  promifcs  from 
the  pope,  who  alfo  for  the  prefent  named  him  archblfhop  of 
Ratifbon,  he  confented  at  length  to  go.  He  arrived  at  Rome 
in  1475,  and  died  there  the  year  after  5  not  without  a  fuf- 
picion  of  being  poifoned  by  the  fons  of  Trapezuntius,  who 
carried  on  the  enmity  begun  by  their  father :  but  Paul  Jo- 
vius  relates,   that  he  died  of  the  plague. 

He  did  great  fervice  ro  aftronomy,  as  well  as  his  matter 
Purbachius.  The  latter  was  born  at  Peurbach,  a  town  up- 
on the  confines  of  Auftria  and  Bavaria,  in  1423 ;  and  edu- 
cated at  Vienna.  Afterwards  he  vifited  the  moft  celebrated 
univerfities  in  Germany,  France,  and  Italy  ;  and  found  a 
friend  and  patron  in  cardinal  Cufa  at  Rome,  Returning  to 
Vienna,  he  was  made  mathematical  profeflbr ;  in  which 
office  he  continued  till  his  death,  in  146 1.  He  compofed  a 
great  number  of  pieces,  upon^mathematical  and  aftronomical 
fubje6ts.     His  life  is  written  by  Gaflendus. 

REGIS  (Peter  Sylvain)  a  French  philofopher,  and 
great  propagator  of  cartehanifm,  was  born  in  Agenois  1632.  Niceron, 
He  cultivated  the  languages  and  philofophy  under  the  jefuits  ^^^'  ^^' 
at  Cahors,  and  afterwards  divinity  in  the  univerficy  of  that 
town,  being  defigned  for  the  church.  He  made  fo  uncom- 
mon a  progrefs,  that  at  the  end  of  four  years  he  was  offered 
a  doiStor's  degree  without  the  ufual  charges  ;  but  he  did  not 
think  it  became  him  to  accept  of  it,  till  he  had  ftudied  alfo 
in  the  Sorbonne  at  Paris.  He  went  thither,  but  was  foon 
difgufted*  with  theology  ;  and  as  the  philofophy  of  Des  Cartes 
began  at  that  time  to  make  a  noife  through  the  lectures  of 
Rohault,  conceived  a  tafte  for  it,  and  gave  himfelf  up  intircly 
to  it.    He  frequented  thefe  lectures  j  and  becoming  an  adept, 
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went  toTouloufe  in  1665,  and  read  lectures  in  it  himfelf* 
Having  fine  parts,  a  clear  and  fluent  manner,  and  a  happy 
way  of  making  himfelf  underflood,  he  drew  all  forts  of  peo- 
ple ;  the  magiftrates,  the  learned,  the  ecclefiaftics,  and  the 
very  women,  who  now  all  afFecSled  to  abjure  the  ancient  phi- 
lofophy.  In  1680,  he  returned  to  Paris;  where  the  con- 
courfe  about  him  was  fuch,  that  the  fticklers  for  peripateti- 
cifm  began  to  be  alarmed.  They  applied  to  the  archbifhop 
of  Paris,  who  thought  it  expedient,  in  the  name  of  the  king, 
to  put  a  flop  to  the  le6i:ures  ;  which  accordingly  were  difcon- 
tinued  for  feveral  months.  The  whole  life  of  Regis  was 
fpent  in  propagating  the  new  philofophy.  In  1690,  he  pub- 
lifhed  a  formal  fyftem  of  it,  containing  logic,  metaphyfics, 
phyfics  and  morals,  in  three  volumes  4to.  and  written  in  French. 
It  was  reprinted  the  year  after  at  Amfterdam,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  a  difcourfe  upon  ancient  and  modern  philofophy.  He 
wrote  afterwards  feveral  pieces,  in  defence  of  his  fyftem ;  in 
which  he  had  difputes  with  M.  Huet,  Du  Hamel,  Male- 
branch  and  others.  His  works,  though  abounding  with  in- 
genuity and  learning,  have  been  difregarded  in  confequence 
of  the  great  difcoveries  and  advancement  in  philofophic  know- 
ledge, that  has  been  fmce  made.  He  died  in  1707.  He  had 
been  chofen  member  of  the  academy  of  fciences  in  1699. 

REGNARD  (John  Francis)  one  of  the  beft  French 
Niceron,        comic  writers  after  Moliere,  was  born  at  Paris  in  1647.  ^^ 
torn.  XXI.--  Y^^^  fcarcely  finifhed  his  fludies,  when  he  was  feized  with  a 
Slecle  de        paflion  for  travelling,  and  an  ardent  defire  to  fee  the  difFer- 
I-juis  XIV.   gn|.  countries  of  Europe.    He  went  to  Italy  firft,  but  was  un- 
fortunate in  his  return  from  thence ;  for  the  Englifh  vefl^el  Ijound 
for  Marfeilles,  on  which  he  embarked  at  Genoa,   was  taken 
in  the  fea  of  Provence  by  the  Barbary  Corfairs  j   and  he  was 
carried  a  flave  to  Algiers.     Being  always  a  lover  of  good 
eating,  he  knew  how  to  make  ragouts  ;  and  by  this  means 
procuring  an  office  in  his  mafl:er's  kitchen,  his  bondage  fat 
the  more  eafily  upon  him.     His  amiable  manners  and  plea- 
fant  humour  made  him  a  favorite  with  all  about  him,  and 
not  i  little  fo  with  the  women  ;   for  he  had  alfo  the  advan- 
tage of  a  good  perfon.     An  amorous  intrigue  with  one  of 
thefe,  in  which  matters  were  carried  as  far  as  they  could  go, 
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involved  him  in  a  .terrible  difficulty;  for  his  maf^er,  com- 
ing to  the  knowledge  of  it,  infifted  upon  his  fubmitting  to 
the  Jaw  of  the  country,  which  obliged  a  chriftlan,  convi«£ted 
of  fuch  a  commerce,  ekher  to  turn  mahometan,  or  to  fufFer 
death  by  fire.  Regnard  did  not  care  to  do  either ;  and 
luckily  he  was  freed  from  the  dilemma  by  the  French  conful, 
who  having  juft  received  a  large  fum  for  his  redemppon, 
brought  him  off,  and  fent  him  home. 

He  had  not  been  long  at  Paris,  before  he  formed  plans  for 
travelling  again  ;  and  accordingly,  in  April  1681,  he  fet  out 
to  vifit  Flanders  and  Holland,  from  whence  he  palTed  to  Den- 
mark, and  afterwards  to  Sweden.  Having  done  fome  fingu- 
lar  piece  of  fervice  to  the  king  of  Sweden,  this  -monarchy 
who  perceived  that  he  was  travelling  out  of  pure  curioiity, 
told  him,  that  Lapland  contained  many  things  well  worthy 
of  obfervation  ;  and  ordered  his  treafurer  to  accomniodate 
him  with  whatever  he  wanted,  if  he  chofe  to  proceed  thither. 
Regnard  embarked  for  Stockholm,  with  two  other  gentlemen 
that  had  accompanied  him  from  France  ;  and  went  as  far  as 
Torne,  a  city  at  the  bottom  of  the  Bothnic  Gulph.  He  went, 
up  the  river  Torne,  whofe  fource  is  not  far  from  the  nor- 
thern cape  ;  and  at  length  peneti:ated  to  the  Icy  fea.  Here, 
not  being  able  to  go  farther,  he  and  his  companions  engraved 
thefe  four  lines  upon  a  rock  : 

Gallia  nos  genuit,  vidit  nos  Africa,  Gangem 
Haufimus,  Europamque  oculis  luftravimus  omnem; 
Cafibus  &  variis  acli  terraque  marique. 
Hie  tandem  ftetimus,  nobis  ubi  defuit  orbis. 

•While  he  was  In  Lapland,  his  curiofity  led  him  to  enquire 
into  the  pretended  magic  of  the  country ;  and  he  w^as  fhewn 
fome  oi  the  learned  in  this  black  art,  who,  not  fucceeding  in 
their  operations  upon  him,  pronounced  him  a  greater  magi- 
cian than  themiclves.  After  his  return  to  Stockholm,  he 
went  to  Poland,  from  thence  to  Vienna,  and  from  Vienna 
to  Paris,   after  a  ramble  of  almoft  three  year3. 

He  now  fettled  in  his  own  country,  and  wrote  a  great 

many  comedies.     He  was  made  a  treafurer  of  France,   and 

lieutenant  of  the  waters  and  forefts  :  he  lived  like  a  philofo- 
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pher  and  a  voluptuary.  He  was  born  with  a  genius,  that 
was  lively,  gay  and  truly  coniic ;  and  his  comedy  of  the 
Gamejiir  is  compared  with  thofe  of  Moliere.  He  dedicated 
the  comedy,  called  Menechmes,  to  Bbileau  ;  and  afterwards 
wrote  againft  that  poet,  becaufe  he  did  not  do  him  juftice  ; 
but  they  were  again  thoroughly  reconciled.  This  man,  though 
bf  fo  gay  an  humour,  died  of  chagrin  in  the  52d  year  of  his 
age  ;  and  it  is  even.faid,  tji^t  h^  tontributed  himfelf  to  fhorten 
his  days.  -  ^  .     u  .        ; 

His  Works,  which  confift  of  comedies  and  his  travels,  were 
printed  at  Roiicn  i^.'^i,  in  five  volumes,  i2mo;  but  there 
are  many  dramatic  performances  and  pieces  of  poetry  of  his, 
bisflfe  What  that  coIle6lion  contains. 

''■'S'E'GNrER'(MA'rHURiN)    a  fatirical  French  poet, 

was  tht'  (bn  of  a  citizen  of  Chartres,  by  a  fifter  of  the  abbe 

Baiiiet,  Ju-   D'ef^drtes,  a Tarmou's  poet  alfo  ;  and  was- Bbrn  there  in  1573;.' 

T^"v.-!'  ^^  was  brought  up  to  the  church,  but  yfet  very  unfit  for  it^ 

Niceron,       OH  account  of  hls  dfebaiVchcrles  ;  which,   it  feems,  were  f<!r 

exceffive,  that,   as  we  Tearh  from  himfelf,  he  had  at  thirty 

all  the  infirmities  "of  bid  age.     He  was  twice  at  Rome ;   in 

1593,  and  1601.     In   1604,   he  obtained  a  canonry  in  the 

church  of  Chartres :  he  had  other  benefices,   and  alfo  a  pen- 

fion  of  2000  livres,  which   Henry  IV.  fettled  on  him  in 

1606.     He  died   at  Roiien  in  1613. 

He  was  the  firft  among  the  French,  who  fucceeded  in  fa- 
tire^  and  if  Boileau  has  had  the  glory  of  raifing  that  fpecies 
ofcompofition  to  perfe6lion  among  them,  it  may  be  faid  of 
Regnier,  that  he  laid  the  foundation,  and- was  perhaps  more 
an  original  writer  than  Boileau.  He  is  fuppofed  to  have  ta- 
ken Juvenal  and  Perfius  for  his  model :  it  is  certain,  that 
he  has  in  fome  places  imitated  Ovid,  and  borrowed  largely 
fbom  the  Italians.  He  is  very  ingenious,  and  Ms  a  fine  man- 
ner of  expofing  vices.  In  th^  mean  time  fome  of  that  impu- ' 
rity,  which  ran  through  his  life,  has  crept  alfo  into  his 
writings;  for  he  is  frequently  very  obfcener  Seventeen  of  his 
fatires  with  other  poems  were  printed  at  Roiien  in  1614. 
There  is  a  neat  Elzevir  edition  of  his  works  at  Leyden, 
1652,  in  i2mo  ;  but  the  mofl:  magnificent  is  that  of  London 
1729,  in  4to,  with  /hort  notes  by  M.  Broffette. 
»  H  R  E^ 
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REGNIERde  MaretS,  (Serapkik)  a  French  wH- 
ter,  was  born  at  Paris  in  1632  ;  and,  at  fifteen  years  of  a^e,' 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  tranflating  the  Batrachomyomachia 
into  burlefque  verfe.  At  thirty,  he  went  to  Rome  as  fecretary 
to  an  ambafly.  An  Italian  ode  of  his  making  procured  him 
a  place  in  the  academy  de  la  Crufca  at  Florence,  in  1667  ; 
and,  in  1670,  he  was  ele6^ed  a  member  of  the  French  aca- 
demy. In  1684,  he  was  made  perpetual  fecretary,  after  the 
death  of  Mezei-ay  ;  and  it  Was  he,  who  drew  up  all  thofe 
papers,  in  the  name  of  the  academy,  againft  Furetiere.  In 
1668,  the  king  gave  him  the  priory  ot  Grammont,  which  de- 
termined hfm  to  the  ecclefiaftical  fun6tron  :  and,  in  1675, 
he  had  an  abbey.  His  works  are,  an  Italian  tranflation  of 
Anacreon*-s  odes,  which  he  dedicated  to  the  academy  de  la 
Grufca  in  1 692  j  a  French  grammar  ;  and  two  volumes  of 
poems,  in  French,  Latin,  Italian,  and  Spanifh.  He  tranfla- 
ted  into  French  Tully  de  Divinatione,  &  de  Finibus  ;  and 
Rodrigue's  Treatife  of  Chriftian  perfediofr,  from  the  Spa- 
nifh. He  died  in  1713,  aged  82  years.  "  He  has  done  Siecle  de 
'*  great  fervice  to  language,  fays  Mr  Voltairej  and  is  the  au-  r^^^  jj^  * 
''  thbr  6f  ibme  poetry  fn  French  arid  Itali'an.  He  torttrived 
*'  to  make  one  of  his  Italian  pieces  pafs  for  Petrarch's :  but 
''  he  c6uld  not  have  made  his  French  verfes  pafs  for  thofe  of 
'*  amy  great  French  poet." 

REINESIUS  (Thomas)  a  very  learned  and  philofo- 
phic  Gtrman,  was  born  at  Gotha,  a  city  of  Thuringia,  in 
I5'87.     He  was  a  phyfician  ;  but  applied  himfelf  to  polite   Bayle  dift. 
literature,  ih   which   he  chiefly   excelled.     After  pra6tifing  ^'^^°^^* 
phyfic  in  other  places,  he  fettled   at  Altembwrg ;  where  he 
refided  feveral  years,  and  was  made  a  burgomafter.     At  laff, 
haviitg  been  raifed  to  be  counfellor  to  the  eledlor  of  Sa^^ony, 
he  went  and  lived  at  Leipfic  -,  where  he  alfo  died  in  1667. 
One  of  his  letters  relates  many  circumftances  of  his  life,  and 
fhe'Ws  him  to  have  been  a  man  of  forrow  ;  thoiigh,  as  will 
appear  afterwards,  he  was  more  than  ordinarily  upon   his 
guard,  that  he  might  not  be  inv^olved  in  the  troubles  of  the 
world.     <*f  What  trials  have  I  not  undergone,  fays  he,  what   Eplft,  ad 
**  difficultiesf  have  I  not  met-with,  during  thefef  ten  years  at  "um'^^Ru. 

K    2  '*  Altem-    pertum^p.j. 
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'*  Altemburg  ?  not  to  mention  Hoff  and  Gera,  where  I 
''  fufFered  very  much.  After  the  melancholy  accident  of 
'^  having  my  houfe  plundered,  I  loft  in  lefs  than  half  a  year 
*'  three  delightful  boys,  with  a  moil  engaging  and  incompa- 
"  rable  wife.,  The  only  thing  now  left  me  is  a  mind,  which, 
*'  relying  intirely  upon  God,  cannot  be  overcome  ;  with  a 
"  little  reputation  ;  and  as  much  wealth,  as  is  fufficient  for  a 
*'  frugal  per fon.  1  chofe  for  my  motto.  Plainly^  but  Freely, 
ff_  Thrice,  fmce  my  being  phyfician  here,  has  this  city  been 
*f.  afflided  with  the  plague.  My  fecond  wife  has  involved 
"  me  in  more  inconveniencies,  than  I  could  have  expe6ted  ; 
"  and  encumbered  me  with  many  petty  domeftic  cares,  I 
'i  always  wi(h  to  be  free  from  :  and,  what  is  the  moft  orievous 
^*,  circumftance  of  all,  (he  is  barren  ;  than  which  nothing 
"  more  calamitous  could  have  happened  to  a  man,  who  be- 
*'  fore  had  loft  all  his  children,  and  was  become  entirely 
"deftitute." 

He  wrote  a  piece  or  two  upon  fubje(5l:s  of  his  own  profef- 
fion  ;  but  the  greateft  part  of  his  works  relate  to  philology 
and  criticifm,  among  which  are  Variarum  Le£tionum  libri 
tres,  in  4to.  He  was  not  one  of  thofc  philologers  or  cri- 
tics, whofe  only  talent  is  memory,  but  of  thofe,  who  go 
beyond  what  they  read,  and  know  more  than  their  books 
teach  them;  whofe  penetration  enables  them  to  draw  many 
confequences,  and  fuggefts  conjectures,  which  lead  them  to 
the  difcovery  of  hidden  treafures  ;  who  dart  a  light  into  the 
gloomy  places  of  literature,  and  extend  the  limits  of  ancient 
knowledge.  He  knew  the  fecret  of  living  happily,  that  is, 
as  happily  as  the  conftitution  and  temperance  of  a  man's 
body  will  permit  him  ;  yet  could  not  efcape  a  pretty  good 
fbare  of  human  mifery.  He  avoided  difagreeable  connexions 
as  much  as  poffible  ;  and,  as  we  learn  from  his  firft  letter  to 
Hoffman,  refufed  profeflbrlhips,  which  had  often  been  of- 
fered him,  for  fear  of  meeting  with  infupportable  collegues. 
Epift.  p.  2.  That  profeflor  had  informed  him,  that,  during  thirty  years^ 
he  had  been  expofed  to  the  noife  and  flanders  of  thofe  who 
envied  him,  and  that  he  had  been  attacked  with  great  vio- 
lence :  to  whom  Reinefius  replied,  that  he  alfo  was  perfe- 
cuted  by  certain  jealous  wrong-headed  people ;  that  there 
was  little  true  friendfhip  left  in  the  world,  and  little  juftice 

and 
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and  order  among  the  learned  ;  and  that,  to  avoid  the  ftorm, 
he  had  concealed  himfelf  the  greateft  part  of  his  h'fe.  *'  Hav- 
"  ing  been  frequently  invited  to  accept  of  academical  pro- 
"  feiTorfhips,  adds  he,  I  refufed  them.  I  believed,  that  it 
**  would  not  be  poffible  for  me  to  bear  with  the  ill-humours 
<'  of  certain  perfons,  with  whom  I  fhould  have  been  obliged  to 
*<  aflbciate  ,  and  I  chofe  rather  to  live  here  at  Altemburgh, 
*'  though  I  had  not  a  very  eafy  life." 

We  find  by  Reinefius's  printed  letters,  that  he  was  con- 
fulted  .IS  an  oracle  ;  that  he  anfwered  very  learnedly,  what- 
ever queftions  were  brought  to  him  ;  that  he  was  extremely 
/killed  in  the  families  of  ancient  Rome,  and  in  the  ftudy  of 
infcriptions.  A  very  fine  elogium  is  given  of  his  merit,  as 
well  as  of  his  learned  and  political  works,  by  Grasvius,  in 
the  dedication  of  the  fecond  edition  of  Cafaubon's  epiftles, 
dated  Amfterdam  the  3ifl:  of  Augufl,  1655.  He  partook 
of  the  liberality,  which  Lewis  XIV  fliewed  to  the  moft  ce- 
brated  fcholars  of  Europe,  and  received  with  the  prefent  a 
very  obliging  letter  from  Mr.  Colbert ;  which  favour  he  re- 
turned, by  dedicating  to  him  his  obfervations  on  the  frag- 
ment of  Petronius,  in  1666.  The  religion  of  Reinefius  was 
fufpe£led  to  be  of  the  philofophical  kind, 

R  E  LA  N  D  (Hadrian)  an  eminent  orientalifl  and  very 
learned  man,  was  born  at  Ryp,  a  village  in  North-Holland, 
the  17th  of  July  1676.     His  father  was  minifler  of  that  vil-  ^j^-eror  tec 
lage,  but  afterwards  removed  to  Alkmaar,  and  then  to  Am-   Tom.  I.— 
fterdam.     In  this  laft  city  young  Reland  was  educated  with   Oratlop"!.'^' 
infinite  care  ;    and  at  eleven  years  of  age,   having  pafTed  nebris  in 
through  the  ufual  courfes  at  fchool,   was  placed  in  the  col-   itl'di"T«!" 
lege  under  Surenhufius.     During  three  years  of  fludy  under  je^-  1718, 
this  profefTor,  he  made  a  vaft  progrefs   in  the  Hebrew,  Sy-   ^"  ^^^' 
riac,    Chaldee,    and  Arabic  languages ;    and  at   his  leifure 
hours  applied  himfelf  to  poetry,   in  which  he  fucceeded  very 
well.     At  fourteen,  he  was  fent  to  Utrecht ;  where  he  ftu- 
dled    under  Graevius  and  Leufden,  perfe6^ed  himfelf  in  the 
Latin    and   Oriental  tongues,  and    applied    himfelf  alfo  to 
philofophy,   in  which   he  took  the  degree  of  do6lor.     At 
feventeen,   he  entered  upon  divinity  under  the  direction  of 
Herman  Witfms    and   others ;    but  did  not    abandon   the 
K  3  oriental. 
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oriental  languages,  which  were  always  his  favourite  ftudy. 
After  he  had  refided  fix  years  at  Utrecht,  his  father  fcnt  hin> 
to  Leyden,  to  continus  his  theological  fludies  under  Frede- 
ric Spanheim  and  others  -,   where   he  foon  received  the  offer 
of  a  profefTorlhip  at  Linden,  either  in  philofophy  or  the  ori- 
ental languages.     He  would  have  accepted   it,  though  but 
juft  two  and  twenty  years  of  age  j  but  his  father's  ill  ftate  of 
health  would  not  allow  him  to  remove  fo  far  from  Amfter- 
dam.     In  1699,  he   was  elecled  profefTor  of  philofophy  at 
Harderwick,  but  did  not  continue  there  long  ;  for  king  Wil- 
liam having  recommended  him  to  the  magiftrates  of  Utrecht, 
he  was   offered  in    1701  the  profefforftiip  of   oriental   lan- 
guages   and  ecclefiaftical  antiquities,  which   he  readily  ac- 
cepted.    In   1703,   he  married   a  wife,    by  whom  he  had 
three  children.     In  1713,  a  fociety  for  the  advancement  of 
chriftian  knowledge  was  eftabiifhed  in  England,  as  was  that 
for  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel  in  foreign  parts  the  year  af- 
ter :  of  both  which  Reland  became  a  member.     He  died  of 
the  fmall-pox  at  Utrecht,  the  5th  of  February  1718,  in  his 
42d  year.     He  was  a  man  of  an  excellent  dlfpofition,  and  of 
great  humanity   and  modefty.     He   had    a  correfpondence 
with  the  moft  eminent  fcholars  of  his  time. 

He  wrote  and  publifhed  a  great  number  of  works,  in  or- 
der to  promote  and  illuftrate  facred  and  oriental  learning ; 
the  chief  of  which  are  thefe.  De  Religione  Mohammedica, 
libri  duo,  1705,  i2mo.  The  firft  book  contains  a  jQiort 
account  of  the  faith  of  the  Mahometans,  in  an  Arabic  ma- 
iiufcript  with  a  Latin  tranflation ;  the  fecond  vindicates  them 
from  dodlrines  and  imputations,  falfely  charged  upon  them* 
A  fecond  edition  with  great  additions  was  printed  in  17175, 
i2mo. — Differtationum  Mifcellanearum  Partes  Tres,  1706, 
1707,  1708,  in  three  volumes,  i2mo.  There  are  thirteen 
differtations  upqn  the  following  curious  fubjefts :  de  fitu, 
Paradifi  Terreftris  ;  de  Mari  Rubro ;  de  Monte  Garizim  ; 
de  Ophir  ;  de  Diis  Cabiris  ;  de  Veteri  Lingua  Indica  ;  de 
Samaritanis  ;  de  Reliquiis  veteris  linguae  Perfise ;  de  Perfl- 
cis  vocabulls  Talmudis  ;  de  jure  Militari  Mohammedano- 
rum  contra  Chriftianos  bellum  gerentium  ;  de  Unguis  Infula- 
rum  quarundam  orientalium ;  de  Unguis  Americanis  ;  de 
Gemmis  Arabicis.     His  next  vi^ork  was,  Antiquitates  Sacras 

Veterum 
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Veterum  Hebraeorum,  1708,  In  i2mo;  but  the  bed  edition 
is  that  of  1717,  i2mo,  there  being  many  editions.  Then  he 
publifhed,  Di/Tertationes  Quinque  de  Nummis  veterum  He- 
braiorum,  qui  ab  infcriptarum  literarum  forma  Samaritani 
appellantur.  Accedit  differtatio  de  marmoribus  Arabicis 
Puteolanis  1709,  i2mo.  But  his  greateft  v/crk  was,  Pa- 
l^eftina  ex  monumentis  veteribus  llluftrata,  k  chartis  Geo- 
graphicis  accurationibus  adornata  Trajed.  17 14,  in  two  vq* 
lumes,  4to.  This  edition  is  fuperior  in  all  refpe^ls  to  that 
ofNuren^berg  1,716,  in  4to.  De  Spoliis  Templis  Hierofo- 
lymitani  in  arcu  Tiuano  Romae  confpicuis  liber,  cum  iiguris, 
1716,  in  lamo. 

Reland  publifhed  many  fmaller  things  of  his  own,  among 
which  were  Latin  poems  and  orations  ;  and  was  alfo  con* 
cerned,  as  an  editor  of  books  written  by  others.  His  works 
are  ail  in  Latin,   and  neatly  printed. 

REMBRANDT  van  Rein,  a  Flemifti  painter  of 
great  eminence,  wa^  the  Ton  of  a  miller,  and  born  near  Ley- 
den  In  1606.  He  is  one  of  thcfe,  who  owed  all  the  fkill  in 
his  profeflion  to  the  {lrcne;th  of  his  owri  genius ;  for  the  ad- 
vantages of  education  were  few  or  none  to  him.  His  turn 
lay  powerfully  towards  painting,  infomuch  that  he  feems  to 
have  been  incapable  of  learning  any  thing  elfe  ;  and  it  is 
laid,  that  he  could  fcarcely  read.  ;  We  muft  not  therefore 
expert  to  find  corretStnefs  of  defign,  or  a  guflo  of  the  an- 
tique, in  the  works  of  this  painter.  He  had  old  pieces  of 
armour,  old  inftruqients,  old  head-dr-efles,  and  abundance 
of  old  ftuft'  of  various  forts,  hanging  up  in  his  work-fhop, 
which  he  faid  were  his  antiques.  His  folc  aim  was  to  imitate 
living  nature,  fuch  as  it  appeared  to  him  ;  and  the  living  na- 
ture, which  he  had  continually  before  his  eyes,  being  of 
the  heavy  kind,  it  is  no  wonder,  that  he  (hould  imbibe,  as 
he  did,  the  bad  tafte  of  his  country.  Neverthelefs,  he  form- 
ed a  manner  intirely  new  and  peculiar  to  himfelf  ;  and  drew 
abundance  of  poitraits  with  wonderful  ftrength,  fweetnefs, 
and  refemblance.  Even  in  his  etching,  which  was  dark, 
and  as  particular  as  his  ftyle  in  painting,  every  individual 
iiroke  did  its  part, ,  3rnd  exprefTqd  the  very  flefh,  as  well  as 
^he  fpirit,  of  the  perfons  it  reprcfented.    The  union  and  har- 
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mony  in  all  his  compofitions  are  fuch,  as  are  rarelv  to  be 
found  in  other  mafters.  He  underftood  the  Claro  Obfcuro 
in  the  higheft  degree  :  his  local  colours  arc  a  help  to  each 
other,  and  appear  beft  by  comparlfon  ;  and  his  carnations 
are  as  true,  as  frefh,  and  as  perfect  as  Titian's. 

Ther^i  was  a  great  fingularity  in  the  behayiour  of  this 
painter,  as  in  his  tafte  and  manner  of  painting  :  and  he  was 
an  humourift  of  the  firft  order,  though  a  man  of  fenfe  and  a 
fine  genius.  He  affedied  an  old-fafhioned  flovenly  drefs,  and 
loved  mean  and  pitiful  company,  though  he  had  got  fub- 
ftance  enough  to  keep  the  beft.  Some  of  his  friends  telling 
him  of  it,  he  anfwered,  "  When  I  have  a  mind  to  unbend 
<«  and  refrefh  my  mind,  I  feelc  not  honour  To  much  as  liber- 
<«  ty  :"  and  this  humour  he  indulged,  till,  as  it  ufually  hap- 
pens, he  reduced  his  fortunes  to  a  level  with  the  pooreft  of 
his  companions.  He  died  in  1668  ;  "  for  nothing  more  to 
<«  be  admired,"  fays  a  certain  writer,  "  than  for  his  hav- 
"  ing  heaped  up  a  noble  treafure  of  Italian  prints  and  draw- 
"  ings,  and  making  no  better  ufe  of  them." 

RENAUDOT  (Eusebius)  a  French  writer,  very 
learned  in  oriental  hiftory  and  languages,  was  born  at  Paris 
in  1646  ;  and,  being  taught  clafiical  literature  by  thejefuits, 
and  philofophy  in  the  college  of  Harcourt,  afterwards  en- 
tered into  the  congregation  of  the  oratory,  where  he  did 
not  continue  long.  His  father  being  firft  phyfician  to  the 
dauphin,  he  was  early  introduced  to  fcenes,  where  his  parts, 
his  learning,  and  his  politenefs  made  him  admired.  His  re- 
putation was  afterwards  advanced  and  eftablifhed  by  feveral 
learned  works,  which  he  publifhed.  In  1700,  he  attended 
cardinal  de  Noaillcs  to  Rome  ;  and  received  great  honours, 
together  with  the  priory  of  Froftay  in  Bretany,  from  pope 
Clement  V.  Returning  by  Florence,  he  was  honoured  in 
the  fame  manner  by  the  great  duke  ;  and  was  alfo  made  a 
member  of  the  academy  de  la  Crufca.  On  his  return  to 
France,  he  devoted  himfelf  intirely  to  letters,  and  compofcd 
a  great  number  of  learned  dilTertations,  which  are  printed 
in  the  memoirs  of  the  academy  of  infcriptions ;  of  which 
he  was  a  member,  as  well  as  of  the  French  academy.  He 

died 
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in  T720,   with   high  fentiments  of  devotion.     Mr.  Voltaire 

1;h-s,   that  "  he   may  be  reproached  with  having  prevented    ?^"!^i^,, 

•  r  1       •  •  1    •        -n*  J.  Louis  XI V. 

""•  Bayle's  diSlionary  from  being  prmted  in  Trance.  torn.  li. 

He  was  the  grandfon  of  iheophraftus  Renaudot,  a  phyfi- 
cian,  and  a  man  learned  in  many  refpetS^s  ;  and  who  dillin- 
guifhed  himlelTby  being  the  firft  author  bf  gazettes  in  France 
in  the  year  163 1,  and  by  Ibme  literary  productions.  Theo- 
phraftus  was  born  at  Loudun  in  1583,  and  died  at  Paris, 
where  he  had  fpent  the  greateft  part  of  his  life,  in  1653* 

RETZ  (Cardinal  de)    See  GONDI. 

REUCHLIN  (  John  )  a  learned  German,  who  contri- 
buted much  to  the  reftoration  of  letters  in  Europe,  was  born 
at  Pforzheim  in  1450.  His  parents,  perceiving  in  him  good  VltaaMato. 
parts  and  a  turn  to  books,  were  eafily  perfuaded  to  give  him  a  j^S^^Sw. 
liberal  education  ;  at  a  time  when  learning  and  the  fciences, 
by  being  fo  rarely  met  with,  were  fo  much  efteemed  and  ho- 
noured. He  went  to  Paris,  then  the  feat  of  literature  in 
thefe  weftern  parts,  with  -  the  bifhop  of  Utrecht ;  where  he 
ftudied  grammar  under  Joannes  a  Lapide,  rhetoric  under 
Gaguinus,  Greek  under  Tiphernas,  and  Hebrew  under  Wef- 
felus.  Being  returned  to  his  own  country,  he  took  the  de- 
gree of  dodor  in  philofophy  at  Bafil,  where  he  lived  four 
years  ;  then  went  to  Orleans  to  ftudy  the  law,  and  was  ad- 
mitted do6tor  in  1479.  He  taught  the  Greek  language  at 
Orleans,  as  he  bad  done  at  Bafil  ;  and  compofed  and  printed 
a  grammar,  a  lexicon,  fome  vocabularies,  and  other  works  of 
a  like  nature,  to  faciHtate  the  fludy  of  that  language.  He 
gained  prodigious  reputation  by  this  ;  for  the  knowledge  of  the 
two  languages  was  at  that  time  fo  rare  an  accompliihment, 
that  it  was  actually  made  a  title  of  honour.  This  appears 
from  the  following  infcriptlon  of  a  letter  :  Andronicus  Conto- 
blacas,  natione  Graecus,  utriufque  linguje  peritus,  Joanni 
Reuchlino,  &c.  thatis,  "  Andronicus  Contoblacas,  a  Greek, 
"  fkilled  in  both  languages,  to  John  Reuchlin,"  &c. 

After  fome  time,  Eberhard  count  of  Wirtemberg  being  to 
make  the  tour  of  Italy,  Reuchlin  was  pitched  upon  among 
others  to  attend  him  ;  chiefly  becaufe,  during  his  refidence  in 
France,  he  had  corrected  his  own  German  pronunciation  of 

the 
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the  Latin,  which  appeared  fo  rudc^nd  favage  to  the  Italians. 
They  were  handfomely  received  at  Florence  by  Laurence  de 
Medicis,  the  father  of  Leo  X.  and  became  acquainted  with 
many  learned  men  there,  as  Chalcondylas,  Ficinus,  Politian, 
Picus  earl  of  Mirandula,  5cc.  They  proceeded  to  Rome, 
where  Hernolaus  Barbaras  prevailed  with  Reuchlin  to  change 
his  name  to  Capnio,  which  fignifics  the  fame  in  Greek,  as 
ReuchUn  does  in  German  ;  that  is,  fmoak.  Count  Eberhard 
entertained  fo  great  an  efteem  for  Capnio,  fo  he  was  afterwards 
called,  that,  upon  his  return  to  Germany,  he  made  him  his 
ambaflador  to  the  emperor  Frederic  III.  at  whofe  court  he 
came  to  be  fo  much  confidered,  that  the  emperor  conferred 
many  honors  upon  him,  and  made  him  many  prefents.  He 
gave  him,  in  particular,  an  ancient  Hebrew  manufcript  bible, 
very  neatly  written,  with  the  text  and  paraphrafe  of  Onkelos, 
and  the  notes  of  Maforets.  Frederic  died  in  1493  5  "^^^  Cap- 
nio returned  to  count  Eberhard,  who  died  alfo  about  three 
months  after  the  emperor :  when,  an  ufurpation  fucceeding, 
Gapnio  was  baniftied.  He  retired  to  Wormes,  and  wrote 
books  :  but  the  ele£lor  palatine,  having  a  caufe  to  defend  at 
Rome  fome  time  after,  felecled  him  as  the  fitteft  and  ableft 
man  for  his  purpofe  ;  and  accordingly,  in  1498,  Capnio 
made  an  oration  before  the  pope  and  cardinals,  concerning  the 
rights  of  the  German  princes,  and  the  privileges  of  the  Ger- 
man churches.  He  ftaid  more  than  a  year  at  Rome  ;  and 
had  fo  much  leifure,  as  to  perfeft  himfelf  in  the  Hebrew 
tongue  under  Abdias  a  Jew,  and  alfo  in  the  Greek,  under  the 
famous  Argyropylus.  He  was  vexed  in  his  old  age  by  an  un- 
happy diiterence  with  the  divines  of  Cologne,  occafioned  by  a 
Jew  named  Pfefferkorn  ;  who,  though  an  impoftor  detected, 
cpntrived  to  be  Supported  by  thefe  noodles  in  a  difpute  with 
Capnio,  while  all  the  learned  were  of  his  fide.  His  enemies 
would  have  embroiled  him  in  Luther's  caufe  ;  but  he  conti- 
nued always  catholic,  and  gave  them  no  advantage. 
,  He  died  in  1 522,  after  having  done  as  much  as  any  man  of 
his  age  to  promote  literature,  both  by  teaching  the  Latin,- 
Greek,  and  Hebrew  languages,  and  by  writing  books.  He 
may  be  confidered  as  the  firil  man,  who  introduced  the  ftudy 
of  the  Hebrew  among  modern  chriftians.     He  is  fuppofed  to 

have 
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have  been  the  chief,  if  not  fole,  author  of  the  celebrated  work, 
intitled,  Epijiolis  Obfcurorum  Virorum. 
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RHODOMAN  (  Laurentius  )  a  learned  German, 
was  born  in  1 546  at  Saffowerf,  belonging  to  the  counts  of 
Stolberg  in  Upper  Saxony.  The  happy  genius,  which  be  had 
difcovered  from  his  moft  tender  years,  induced  thofe  counts  to 
maintain  him  in  the  college  of  Ilfield.  He  continued  there 
fix  years  ;  and  made  fo  great  a  progrefs  in  literature,  that  he 
was  thought  a  proper  man  to  teach  in  the  moft  eminent  public 
fchools  and  moft  flourifhing  univerfities.  He  was  efpecially 
well  fkilled  in  the  Greek  tongue.  He  compofed  Tome  Greek 
verfes,  which  have  been  admired  by  the  heft  judges  ;  but  Sea- 
liger  did  not  like  his  Latin  poetry.  He  was  very  fuccefsful  in 
a  Latin  tranllation  of  Diodorus  Siculus,  which  he  publifhed 
with  the  original :  he  tranflated  alfo  into  Latin,  the  Greek 
poem  of  Cointus  Smyrnjeus,  or  Quintus  Calaber,  concerning 
the  taking  of  Troy  i  and  added  fome  corrections  to  it.  At 
laft,  he  was  appointed  profefTor  of  Hiftory  in  the  univerfity  of 
Wittemberg,  and  died  there  in  1 606.  He  wrote  a  great  num- 
ber of  works,  which  it  is  not  material  to  mention  here  :  a 
catalogue  of  them  may  be  feen,  by  any  one  who  defires  it,  in 
Niceron's  Hommes  Illuftres,  &c.  tom»  LXIL 
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in  voce. 


See  QUIN- 
TUS. 


RICAUT,  or  RYCAUT  (Sir  Paul)  an  Englifh 
writer,  was  the  tenth  fon  of  Sir  Peter  Ricaat,  and  the  author 
of  fome  ufeful  works.  When,  and  where  he  was  born,  is  not 
mentioned  ;  nor  yet  where  he  was  educated  :  but  his  educa- 
tion was  undoubtedly  a  genteel  on6.  He  travelled  many 
years,  not  only  in  Europe,  but  alfo  In  Afia  and  Africa;  and 
performed  fome  public  fer vices.  In  1 661,  when  the  earl  of 
Winchelfea  was  fent  ambaffador  extraordinary  to  the  Otto- 
man Porte,  he  went  as  his  fecretary  ;  and  while  he  continued 
in  that  ftation,  which  was  eight  years,  he  wrote,  "  The  prc- 
*'  fent  State  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  in  three  books ;  contain- 
'*  ing  the  maxims  of  the  Turkilh  Politic,  their  Religion,  and 
*'  Military  Difciphne."  liluftrated  with  figures,  and  printed 
at  London  1670,  in  folio.     Ricaut  afferts,  in  this  work,  that 

the 
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the  mahometan  women  have  no  hopes  of  going  to  Heaven :  but^ 
iiRElGH»  ^^  M^'  Bayle  obferves,  he  is  miftaken,  they  expelling  to  be  one 
day  admitted  there  as  well  as  the  men.  Afterwards,  he  was 
made  conful  for  the  Englifh  nation  at  Smyrna  ;  and  during 
his  refidence  here,  at  the  command  of  king  Charles  II.  com- 
pofed,  "  The  prefent  State  of  the  Greek  and  Armenian 
**  churches,  anno  Chrifti,  1678.'^  Upon  his  return  to  Eng- 
land, he  prefented  it  with  his  own  hands  to  his  majefty  ;  and 
it  was  puhliflied  in  1679,  8vo.  Having  acquitted  himfelf,  for 
the  fpace  of  eleven  years,  to  the  entire  fatisfa6tion  of  the  Tur- 
key-Company, he  obtained  leave  to  return  to  England  ;  where 
'  he  lived  in  honor  and  good  efteem.     The  earl  of  Clarendon, 

being  appointed  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  in  1685,  made  him 
his  principal  (ecretary  for  the  provinces  of  Leinfter  and  Con- 
naught  :  and  king  James  II.  knighted  him,  conftituted  him 
one  of  the  privy  council  for  Ireland,  and  judge  of  the  high 
court  of  admiralty,  which  he  enjoyed  till  the  revolution  in 
1688.  Soon  after  this  he  was  employed  by  king  William,  as 
his  refident  with  the  hanfe-towns  in  Lower  Saxony,  namely, 
Hamburg,  Lubeck,  Bremen ;  where  he  continued  for  ten 
years,  and  gave  the  utmoft  fatisfailion.  At  length,  worn 
out  with  age  and  infirmities,  he  had  leave  in  170a  to  return 
to  England,  where  he  died  in  December  that  year.  He  was 
fellow  of  the  royal  fociety,  for  many  years  before  his  deceafe  ; 
and  a  paper  of  his,  upon  the  Sable  Mice^  or  Mures  Norwe- 
gict^  is  publiflied  m  the  Philofophical  Tranfa6lions.  He  un- 
Ko.  251.  derftood  perfectly  the  Greek  both  ancient  and  modern,  the 
Turkifh,  Latin,  Italian,  and  French  languages. 

He  was  the  author  of  fome  other  produ6lions,  befides  thofe 
already  mentioned.  He  wrote  a  continuation  of  Knolles's 
hiftory  of  the  Turks,  from  1623  to  1677,  1680  in  folio:  and 
again,  from  1679  to  1699,  1700  in  folio,  making  together 
with  KnoMes  three  volumes.  He  continued  Platina's  Lives  of 
the  popes,  from  1471  to  his  own  time.  He  tranflated  from 
the  Spanifh  of  Garcilalfo  de  la  Vega  into  Englifh,  "  The 
<-'- Royal  Commentaries  of  Peru,  in  two  parts,"  folio  ;  and 
there  goes  alfo  under  his  name,  "  The  Spanifh  Critick/' 
168 1,  8vo. 
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RICCIOLUS  (Joannes  Baptista)  an  Italian  aflro - 
nomer,  mathematician,  and  philofopher,  was  born  at  Ferrara 
in  1598  ;  and,  at  fixteen  years  of  age,  admitted  into  the  fo-    Weidlerl 
ciety  of  the  jd'uits.    He  had  very  uncommon  parts  joined  with    Aftronomue 
as   uncommon  application  ;  fo  that  the  progrefs  he  made  in   xv.  feft.  75- 
every  branch  of  literature  and  fcience  was  very  extraordinary. 
He  was   ordered  to  teach  rhetoric,   poetry,   philofophy,  and : 
fcholaffcic  divinity,  in  the  jefuits  colleges  at  Parma  and  Bonor 
nia  ;  yet  applied  himfelf  in  the  mean  time  to  the  making  ob- 
fervations  in  geography,  chronology,  and  aftronomy.     This 
was  his  natural   bent,    and  at  length  he  obtained   leave  from 
his  fuperiors,  to  quit  all  other  employment,  that  he  might  de- 
vote himfelf  intirely  to  it.     He  projected  a  large  work,  which 
was  to  be  divided  into  three  parts,  and  to  contain  as  it  were 
a  compleat  fyftem  of  philofophical,  mathematical,  and  aftro- 
nomical  knowledge.     The  firft  of  thefe  parts,  which  regards  , 
aftronomy,  came  out  at  Bologna  1651,  in  two  volumes  folio, 
with  this  title:  J.  B.  Riccioli  Almageftum  Novum,  Aftrono-  , 

miam  veterem  novamque  comple<5lens,  obfervationibus  alio- 
rum  &  propriis,  novifque  theorematlbus,  problematibus  ac  ta- 
bulis  promotam.  Ricciolus  imitated  Ptolemy  in  this  work, 
by  colledling  and  digefllng  into  proper  order,  with  obferva- 
tions,  every  thing  ancient  and  modern,  which  related  to  his 
fubje£l ;  fo  that  GaiTendus  very  juflly  called  his  Almageftum 
novutti,  promptuarium  Sc  thefaurum  ingentem  Aftronomia?,  I"  vjta  Co- 
'*  A  large  florehoufe  as  it  were,  and  treafury  of  Aftro-  P^*""'*^^* 
"  nomy." 

Ricciolus  did  not  compleat  his  plan,  by  pubifhing  his  fe- 
cond  and  third  parts  :  he  only  publifhed  fome  fele£l  portions 
of  thofe  parts;  as  Geographia  6c  Hydrographia  Reformata, 
1 661:  Aftronomia  Reformata,  1665  :  Chronologia  Reforma- 
ta, 1669  :  all  printed  at  Bologna  in  folio.  He  died  In  167 1, 
aged  73. 

RICHARDSON  (  Samuel  )  a  very  celebrated  En- 
glifhwrittr,  was  born  in  the  year  of  the  revolution,  i688  ; 
and  bred  to  the  bufinefs  of  a  prin':er,  which  he  exercifed  a.\\ 
his  life  with  diftinguiflied  eminence.  Though  he  underftood 
no  language  but  his  own,  yet  he  raifcd  himfelf  to  a  confider- 

able 


l4i  RICHARDSON. 

able  degree  of  merit,  and  acquired  a  ftill  more  confider- 
able  portion  of  fanie,  as  an  author  in  the,  romance-way.  His 
Pamela^  ClariJJli^  and  Sir  Charles  Grandifon^  have  been'  uni- 
verfally  read ;  and  they  (hew  a  wonderful  power  over  the  paf- 
ftons,  in  which  his  ftrength  chiefly  lay.  His  purpofe  was  to 
promote  virtue  arid  moral  perfe(Siof5  :  and  hence,  like  mdnv 
other  writers,  who  have  been  animsfted  with  this  noble  zeal, 
he  was  M  to  defcribe  humah  natui'<^,  rather  as  he  wrflied  her 
to  be,  than  as-  {h«  really  is ;  not  as  fhe  appears  in  her  priefent 
defpraveS  ftate,  butas  fhe  would  appear  reformed  and  purified : 
afid  we  may  venture  to  fay,  that  whoever  fhall  form  their 
judgment  of  the  human  kind  frorh  Mr.  Richardfon,  and  affix: 
to  it  all  thofe  effeminate  and  fantaftic  ideas  o^  fentiment^  deli- 
cacy^ and  refinement^  which  his  defcriptions  are  too  apt  to  fug- 
geft,  will  find  themfelves  little  qualified  for  commerce  with 
the  world.  The  truth  is,  this  ingenious  writer,  with  a-  view 
of  exalting  the  nature  of  man,  has  adopted  Shaftefbury's 
fyftem  of  it,  as  the  foundation  of  his  works  :  while  others 
have  adopted  that  of  Hobbes,  with  a  view  of  degrading  it. 
But  have  either  of  them  philofophifed  rightly  ?  is  human  na- 
ture either  fo  good  as  Shaftefbury,  or  fo  bad  as  Hobbes,  hath 
defcribed  it  ?  perhaps  not.  Perhaps  it  is  more  of  the  mixed 
kind  ;  hath  in  it  much  of  good  and  much  of  evil,  which  pre- 
vail in  different  perfons  according  to  the  temperament  and 
conftitution  of  each  :  and  this  being  in  reality  the  cafe,  it 
fhould  feem  that  they,  who,  like  Fielding,  have  reprefented  it 
thus,  have  reprefented  it  the  moft  truly,  and  the  mofl  like 
itfelf. 

A  ftroke  of  the  paify  carried  Mr.  Richardfon  off,  after  a 
few  days  illnefs,  upon  the  4th  of  July,  1761.  He  was  a  man 
of  fine  parts,  and  a  lover  of  virtue  :  which,  for  aught  we  have 
ever  heard  to  the  contrary,  he  fhewed  in  his  life  and  conver- 
fation,  as  well  as  in  his  writings.  Befides  the  works  above- 
mentioned,  he  is  the  author  of  an  jEfop's  Fables,  a  Tour  thro* 
Britain,  4  vol.  and  a  volume  of  Familiar  Letters  upon  Bufi- 
nefs  and  other  Subjefts.  He  is  faid  to  have  delighted  in  let- 
ter-writing from  his  childhood  ;  and  therefore  was  the  more 
eafily  led  to  throw  his  romances  into  that  form  :  which,  if  it 
enlivens  the  hiftory  in  fome  refpedls,  yet  lengthens  it  with  un- 
interefting  prate,   and  formalities  that  mean  nothing;  and 

on 
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Dn  that  account  is  fometimes  found  a  little  tedious  and  fa- 
tiguing. 

After  all,  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  the  writings  of  this  inge- 
nious perfon  have  not  always  had  the  good  effects  he  intended; 
but  on  the  contrary,  inftead  of  improving  a  natural,  have 
made  many  an  artificial  chara^fter :  have  helped  to  fafhioii 
many  a  pretty  gentleman,  who  all  fentimental^^  deUcate^  and 
refined^  has  afFetSled  to  delpife  his  fellow-creatures,  ds  a  tribe 
of  low,  grofs,  uncivilifed  animals,  and  of  a  fpecies  plainly  dif- 
ferent, when  compared  with  the  finifhed  and  tranlcehdant  fo- 
periority  of  himfelf. 

RICHELET  (Cjesar  Peter;  a  French  writer,  fa- 
mous for  being  the  firft,  who  publifhed  a  didlioriary  almoft 
entirely  fatyrical,  was  born  at  Cheminon  in  Chimpagne,  iri 
i63t»  -He  was  the  friend  of  Patru  and  d'AblahCoyrt ;  and,  Baiilewom, 
like  thfena,  applied  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  tite  French  lan- 
guage with  fuccefs.  He  comjjofed  a  dif^ionar-y  full  of  new 
and  ufcful  remarks  upon  it,  which  -would  have  hoen  more  ac- 
ceptable than  it  was,  if  it  had-ffot  been  alio  full  of  fatyrical 
reflexions  and  obfcenities.  <  -It  waa^rft  publiflied'  in  bne  viy- 
lume  4to.  at  Geneva  1680  ;  but  after  the  death  of  the  author, 
which  happened  in  1698,  enlarged  with  a  greai'number  of 
new  articles  to  two  volumes  in  folio,  as  is  the  edition  of  Ly- 
ons in  1 721.  Another  edition,  three  volumes  foho,  was  pub- 
lilhed  at  Lyons  in  1727,  and  a  very  .neat  one  iii.  two  volumes 
4to.  at  Amfterdahi  in  1732  ;  and  laftly,  in  three  Wuines  folio, 
at  Lyons  1755.  ^    "  -'- 

Richelet  made  a  French  tra«iflation-t>f'*'  TheCohqueft  of 
*'  Florida,"  by  Garcilaflbde  la  Viga  j  and  to  this  -is  prefixed 
a  preface  concerning  the  lifcf  and  Writings  ofRidieiet.  He 
compofed  fome  other  pieces,  in  a  grammatical  and  critical 
way,  relating  to  thct'rench  tonguei 

RICHLIE'U  (John  Armand  du  Plessis  de  )  a 
great  cardinal  and  minilter  of  ftate  in  France,  and  alfo  a  man 
of  letters  and  an  author,  was  born  of  a  noble  family  at  the 
caftle  of  Richelieu,  the  5th  of  September  15%.  He  went 
through  his  ftudies  with  great  fuccefs  ;  and  having  taken  his  Aute-jrs 
degrees  at  the  Sorbonne,   he  went  to  Rome,  where  he  ob-. 
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tained  of  pope  Paul  V.  a  difpenfation,  to  be  biOiop  of  Lucon 
at  two  and  twenty  years  of  age.  At  his  return  to  France, 
he  applied  himfelf  in  a  particular  manner  to  the  ^unction  of 
preaching;  and  his  reputation  this  way  procured  him  the 
office  of  almoner  to  the  queen  Mary  de  Medicls.  His  abilities 
in  the  management  of  affairs  advanced  him  to  be  fecretary  of 
ftate,  in  1616  ;  and  the  king  foon  gave  him  the  preference  to 
all  his  other  fecretaries.  The  death  of  the  marquifs  d'An- 
cre  having  produced  a  revolution  in  ftate-affairs,  Richelieu 
retired  to  Avignon  ;  where  he  employed  himfelf  in  com- 
pofing  books  of  controverfy  and  piety.  One  great  objed-  of 
his  ambition  being  to  reduce  the  Hugonots  to  the  catholic 
profeilion,  he  employed  his  pen  among  other  means  to  efFe6t 
it ;  and  publifhed  at  Paris  in  1618  a  treatife,  intitled,  "  The 
*'  principal  points  of  the  catholic  faith,  defended  agalnft  the 
*'  writing  addrefled  to  the  king  by  the  minifters  of  Charen- 
*'  ton."  He  publifhed  alfo,  with  the  fame  view,  "  The 
''  moft  eafy  and  certain  method  of  converting  thofe,  who  are 
*'  feparated  from  the  church."  Thefe  pieces  are  written  with 
''  force  and  vivacity.  He  wrote  alfo,  "  A  Catechifm,"  in 
which  he  lays  down  the  do£trine  of  the  church  in  a  clear  and 
concife  manner;  and  i  treatife  of  piety,  called,  *'  The 
*'  perfection  of  a  Chriftian."  Thefe  are  his  theological 
works  ;   and  they  have  been  often  printed. 

The  king  having  recalled  him  to  court,  he  was  made  a 
cardinal  in  1622  ;  and,  two  years  after,  firft  minifter  of  (late, 
and  grand  mafter  of  the  navigation.  The  hiiiory  of  his  lift- 
would  be  the  hiftory  of  France,  and  therefore  muft  not  be 
expected  from  us.  Suffice  it  to  obferve,  that,  being  a  man 
of  prodigious  capacity,  and  of  a  reftlefs  and  infatiable  am- 
bition, he  formed  to  himfelf  vaft  defigns  ;  and  this  made  his 
whole  life  nothing  but  a  feries  of  agitations  and  inquietudes. 
He  projected  the  abolifhing  of  calvinifm  in  France,  and 
would  have  done  it  by  fair  means  ;  but,  finding  that  impof- 
iible,  he  refolved  to  do  it  by  force.  Other  cafes  in  the  mean 
time  interpofed,  and  prevented  the  execution  of  this  defign. 
He  found  himfelf  frequently  under  neceffities  of  combating 
the  grandees  of  the  kingdom,  the  royal  family,  the  whole 
houfe  of  Auftria,  and  often  Lewis  XIII  himfelf.  He  did  not 
neglei^  at  the  fame  time  to  cultivate  literature,  and  to  fhew 
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himfelf  a  patron  of  men   of  letters.     Neverthelefs,   he  was 
not  tree  from  thofe  paffions,  which  are  but  too  apt  to  feize 
this  order  of  men.     It  is  felJom,   that  a  man  of  power  pa-  . 
tronifes  good   artifts,  when  he  happens  to  be  one  himfelf : 
and    this   was  precifely   Richelieu's  cafe.     Being  himfelf  a 
poet,  he  envied  Corneille  the  glory  of  hisCid  ;  and,  in  1637, 
obliged  the  French  academy  to  publifli  a  criticifm  upon  it  to 
its  difadvantage.     Yet  he  loved  able  men  of  all  profeffions, 
and  caufed  the  arts  and  fciences  to  flourifti  in  the  kingdom. 
He  (hewed   a  particular  regard  to  divines,  and  chofe  thofe, 
who  were  moft  remarkable  for  their  abilities  and  virtues,   to 
fill  the  bidiopricks  with.     He  caufed  the  Sorbonne  to  be  re- 
built, and  became  the  prote6lor  of  it.     He  abounded  rather 
with  great  qualities,  than   good   ones  ;   and   therefore  was 
much   admired,   but  not  at  all  beloved.     He  died  in  1642- 
amidft  ftorms  and  perils,  before   he  had  compleated  any  of. 
his  defigns ;  leaving  behind  him  a  name  fomewhat  dazzling, 
but  by  no  means  dear  and  venerable.     He  was  buried  in  the 
magnificent  church  of  the  Sorbonne,    which  he  had  rebuilt;.? 
and  a  noble  monument  was  erected  over  him,  which  was- 
efleemed  a  mafter-piece  of  the  celebrated  fculptor  and  archi- 
tect Girardon. 

Befides  the  writings  above-mentioned,  there  go  under  the 
name  of  this  minifter,  "  A  Journal,"  in  tWo  volumes,^ 
"•  i2mo  ;  Letters,  in  i2mo  ;  and  "  A  Political  Tcftament," 
in  i2mo  :  all  treating  of  politics  and  flate-affairs.  Cardinal 
Mazarine  carried  on  Richelieu's  plan,  and  completed  many 
of  the  fchemcs,   which  he  had  begun,  but  left  uufiniflied. 

RIGALTIUS    (Nicolas)    a   very   ingenious     and 
learned  man,  was  the  fon  of  a  phyfician,   and  born   at  Paris 
in  1577.     He  was  brought  up  among  the  jefuits,  and  after-   Du  Pin, 
wards  admitted  advocate  ;   but,   not  being  able   to  conquer^  ^ibi.  Aut, 
the  difgufl-,  he  had  conceived  to  the  profcflion  of  the  law,  he   To'm  Vl 
devoted   himfelf  intirely  to  the  purfuit  of  polite  literature.    Niceron, 
The  public   received  the  firft  fruits  of  his  labours  in  his  Fu-   '^^ni' ^^-^• 
nus  Parafiticum,  printed  in  1596;   the   ingenuity  and  learn- 
ing   of  which  fo  charmed    Thuanus,   that  he  immediately 
took  him  into  friendfhip,  and  made   him  the  companion  of 
liis  ftudies.     This  excellent  perfon  conceived  a  particular  ef- 
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RITTERSHUSlUS. 
teem  for  him  ;  as  appeared,  when  he  died  in  161 7,  from 
his  naming  him  in  his  will,  to  fuperlntend  the  education 
of  his  children.  He  was  chofen  with  Ifaac  Cafaubon, 
to  put  the  king's  library  into  order ;  and  in  1610,  when 
that  learned  man  went  over  to  fpend  fome  time  in  England 
with  James  I,  fucceeded  him  in  the  office  of  librarian  to 
the  king.  His  majefty  conferred  on  him  other  marks  of 
diftin6tion ;  made  him  procurer-general  of  the  fupreme 
court  of  Nancy,  counfellor  of  the  parliament  of  Metz,  and 
then  intendant  of  that  province.  He  died  in  1654,  after 
having  given  numerous  proofs  of  uncommon  erudition.  His 
labors  upon  Cyprian  and  Tertullian  are,  what  he  is  now 
chiefly  remembered  for.  His  notes  are  learned  and  critical; 
but  the  matter  of  fome  of  them  ihew  him  to  have  been  not 
aft  extraordinary  good  catholic.  He  takes  occafion  to  ob- 
ferve,  from  a  pafl^age  in  Tertullian's  "  Exhortation  to  Chaf- 
"  tity,"  that  laymen  have  a  right  and  power  to  confecrate 
the  eucharift,  when  there  is  no  opportunity  of  recurring  to 
the  regular  minifters  ;  and  this,  with  other  heterodoxies  of  a 
fimilar  kind,  not  only  gave  offence  to  thofe  of  his  own 
communion,  but  even  to  fome  of  ours.  "  Rigaltius,  fays 
Mr.  Dodwell,  "  though  an  insenious  and  learned  critic,  is 
"by  no  means  exa£t  upon  the  fubje6ts  he  treats  of :  for, 
'*  though  of  the  Roman  communion,  he  is  often  found  on 
"  the  fide  of  the  Calvinifts  j  and,  when  he  meets  with  any 
"  thing  in  the  authors  he  publifhes,  that  appears  contrary 
"to  the.cuftoms,  not  only  of  his  own,  but  of  the  univerfal 
<*  church,  he  remarks  it  with  great  care;  perhaps  to  ren- 
"  der  his  notes  more  agreeable  to  the  reader,  by  prefenting 
"  him  with  fomething  new  and  unexpeded."  It  is  proba- 
ble, that  many  perfons  may  not  think  the  worfe  of  Rigal- 
tius as  an  editor,  for  the  cenfure  here  pafled  on  him  by  Mr. 
Dodwell. 


Ritterfliufii 
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RITTERSHUSlUS  (Conr  adus)  a  learned  civilian 
of  Germany,  was  the  fon  of  Balthafar  Ritterfhufius  of  Brunf- 
wick,  and  born  there  the  25th  of  September,  1560.  He 
was  taught  Greek  and  Latin  literature  in  his  own  country  ; 
and  then,  in  1580,  went  to  Helmftad,  where  he  applied 
himfelf  to  the  civil  law ;  but  without  neglecting  the  Belles 
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Lettres,  which  he  cultivated  all  his  life.  He  was  attacked 
by  the  plague  in  this  town,  but  happily  recovered  of  it.  He 
went  to  Altorf  in  1584,  to  profit  by  the  lectures  of  Gifanius, 
for  whom  he  conceived  a  particular  efteem.  He  began  to 
travel  in  1587,  went  through  part  of  Germany,  and  came 
to  Bohemia.  Being  afterwards  at  Bafil  in  1592,  he  then 
took  the  degree  of  dodtor  of  law.  He  returned  to  Altorf, 
to  take  the  profefTor's  chair,  which  the  curators  of  the  univer- 
fity  had  given  him  fome  time  before.  He  had  many  advan- 
tageous propofals  from  other  univerfities  of  Germany  and 
Holland,  but  his  attachment  to  Altorf  would  not  fufFer  him 
to  accept  them.  He  died  at  Altorf  the  25th  of  May  1613, 
after  having  married  two  wives,  by  whom  he  had  nine  chil- 
dren. Two  of  his  forts,  George  and  Nicholas,  diftingulfli- 
ed  themfelves  in  the  republic  of  letters  ;  and  George  wrote 
the  life  of  his  father, 

Ritterfhufius  was  a  man  of  confummatc  learning,  and 
exactly  fiiilled  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  tongues.  He  is  faid 
to  have  had  Homer  and  Hefiod  fo  perfedlly  by  heart,  as  once, 
in  a  converfation  with  a  learned  young  gentleman,  to  have 
exprefled  all  he  had  occafion  to  fay  in  the  verfes  of  Homer* 
He  was  an  admirable  critic,  and  wrote  notes  upon  many  an- 
cient Greek  and  Latin  authors,  which  have  been  inferted  in 
the  bed  editions  of  thofe  authors*  Thus  Burman,  in  his 
edition  of  Phsedrus  1698,  8vo,  has  carefully  inferted  the  in- 
tire  notes  of  Ritterfhufius,  whom  he  calls  in  his  preface 
Germanire  fuse  quondam  ornamentum,  &  non  minoris  Gal- 
lii£  decus.  He  publifhed  a  great  number  of  works  in  vari- 
ous ways ;  in  his  own  particularly,  as  a  civilian  ;  and  an 
edition  of  Oppian  in  8vo,  Greek  and  Latin,  in  1597.  All 
the  learned  have  agreed  in  their  encomiums  on  him, 

ROBINS  (Benjamin)   an  Englifli  mathematician  of  Preface  to 
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W  *\j^°T^'    aiid   literature,    in    the   mathematics  particularly ;    and  his 
«'  Eaft  In-      friends  being  defirous,   that  he  might  continue  his  purfuits, 
**  dia  com-      and  that  his  merit  might  not  be  buried  in  obfcuiity,  wifhed 
Publifhedby   that  lie  could  be  properly  recommended  to  teach  this  fcience 
James  Wil-   in  London.     Accordingly,  a  fpecimen  of  his  abilities  in  this 
Lond.  1761.   way  v/as  fent  up  hither,  and  fhewn  to  Dr.  Pemberton,  the 
in  2  vols.       author  of  the   "  View  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton's  Philofophy  "  : 
who,  thence  conceiving  a  good  opinion  of  the  writer,   for 
a  fcirther  trial  of  his   proficiency   fent  him  fome  problems, 
which  Mr.  Robins  folved  very  much  to  his  fatisfadion.     He 
then  came  to  London,  where  he  confirmed  the  opinion, 
which  had  been  pre-conceived   of  his  abilities   and   know- 
ledge. 

But  though  Mr.  Robins  was  polTefled  of  much  more  fkill, 
than  is  ufually  required  in  a  common  teacher  ;  yet  being  very 
young,  it  was  thought  proper  that  he  fhould  employ  fome 
time  in  perufmg  the  befl  writers  upon  the  fublimer  parts  of 
the  mathematics,  before  he  undertook  publickly  the  in- 
ftru6^ion  of  others.  In  this  interval,  befides  improving  him- 
felf  in  the  modern  languages,  he  had  opportunities  of  read- 
ing in  particular  the  works  of  Apollonius.  Archimedes, 
Fermat,  Huygens,  De  Wit,  Slufius,  James  Gregory,  Dr. 
Barrow,  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  Y)x.  Taylor,  and  Mr.  Cot€S. 
Thefe  authors  he  readily  underftood  without  any  afliftance, 
of  which  he  gave  frequent  proofs  to  his  friends  :  one  was,  a 
4emonftration  of  the  laft  propofition  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton's 
^?treatife  on  quadratures,  which  was  thought  not  undefer- 
ving  a  place  in  the  philofophical  tranfa<3:ions.  No.  397,  for 
1727.  Not  long  after,  an  opportunity  offered  him  of  ex- 
hibiting to  the  public  a  fpecimen  alfo  of  his  knowledge  in 
natural  philofophy.  The  royal  academy  of  fciences  at  Fa- 
ris  had  propofed  among  their  prize -queftions  in  1724  and 
1726,  to  demonftrate  the  laws  of  motion  in  bodies  im- 
pinging on  one  another.  The  celebrated  M.  John  Bernoulli 
here  condefcended  to  be  a  candidate  ;  and  though  his  difler- 
tation  left  the  reward,  he  appealed  to  the  learned  world  by 
printing  it  in  1727.  He  therein  endeavoured  to  eftablifh 
M.  Leibnitz's  opinion  of  the  force  of  bodies  in  motion  from 
'theeffe£^s  of  their  ffriking  againft  fpringing  materials  ^  as 
fignor    Puleni    had    before  attempted    to  evince  the  fame 
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thing  from  experiments  of  bodies  falling  on  foft  and  yield- 
ing fubftances.  But  as  the  infufficiency  of  Poleni's  argu- 
ments had  been  demonftrated  in  the  philofophical  tranfac- 
tions,  No.  371,  for  1722  ;  fo  Mr.  Robins  publilhed  in 
<«  The  Prefent  State  of  the  Republic  of  Letters,"  for  iMay 
1728,  a  confutation  of  Bernoulli's  performance,  which  was 
allowed  to  be  unanfwerable. 

Mr.  Robins  now  began  to  take  fcholars,  and  about  this 
time  quitted  the  peculiar  garb  and  profellion  of  a  quaker ; 
for  having  neither  enthufiafm  nor  fuperftition  in  his  nature, 
as  became  a  mathematician,  he  foon  got  over  the  prejudices 
of  education.  But  though  he  profeiled  to  teach  the  mathe- 
matics only,  he  would  frequently  aiTift  particular  friends  in 
other  matters  ;  for  he  was  a  man  of  univerfal  knowledge  : 
and  the  confinement  of  this  way  of  life  not  fuiting  with  his 
difpofition  which  was  adive,  he  gradually  declined  it,  and 
went  into  other  courfes,  that  required  more  exerclfe. 
Hence  he  tried  many  laborious  experiments  in  gunnery;  be- 
lieving, that  the  refiftance  of  the  air,  had  a  much  greater 
influence  on  fwift  projectiles,  than  was  generally  fuppofed. 
Hence  he  was  led  to  confider  ihofe  mechanic  arts,  that  de- 
pended on  mathematical  principles,  in  which  he  might  em- 
ploy his  invention  ;  as,  the  conftruding  of  mills,  the  build- 
ing of  bridges,  draining  of  fens,  rendering  rivers  navigable, 
and  making  of  harbours.  Among  other  arts  of  this  kind, 
fortification  very  much  engaged  his  attenpon  ;  wherein  he 
met  with  opportunities  of  perfecting  himfelf,  by  a  view  of 
the  principal  llrong  places  of  Flanders,  in  fome  journeys  he 
made  abroad  with  perfons  of  diftin61ion. 

On  his  return  home  from  one  of  thefe  excurfions,  he  found 
the  learned  here  amufed  with  Dr.  Berkeley's  treatife,  printed 
in  1734,  and  intitled,  *'  The  Analyft  ;"  in  which  an  exami- 
nation was  made  into  the  grounds  of  the  fluxionary  me- 
thod, and  occafion  taken  from  thence  to  explode  the  method. 
Robins  therefore  was  advifed  to  clear  up  this  affair,  by  giving 
a  full  and  diftinCt  account  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton's  doctrines 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  obviate  all  the  objevStions,  without 
naming  them,  which  had  been  advanced  by  the  author  of  the 
Analyft ;  and  accordingly  he  publifhed  in  1735,  '*  A  Dif- 
*'  courfe  concerning  the  nature  and  certainty  of  Sir  Ifaac 
L   3  "  Newton's 
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*«  Newton's  method  of  Fluxions,  and  of  prime  and  ultimate 
"  ratios."  Some  even  of  thofe,  who  had  written  againft  the 
Analyft,  taking  exception  at  Mr.  Robins's  manner  of  de- 
fending Sir  Ifaac  Newton's  do6trine,  he  afterwards  wrote 
two  or  three  additional  difcourfes.  In  1738,  he  defended  Sir 
Ifaac  Newton  againft  an  objection  contained  in  a  note  at  the 
end  of  a  Latin  piece,  called  Matho,  five  Cofmotheoria  pueri- 
lis,  written  by  Mr.  Baxter,  the  author  of  the  "  Inquiry  into 
*'  the  Nature  of  the  human  Soul  "  :  and  the  year  after, 
printed  "  Remarks  on  M.  Euler's  Treatife  of  Motion,  on 
*«  Dr,  Smith's  Syftem  of  Optics,  and  on  Dr.  Jurin's  Dif- 
♦'  courfe  of  diftin6t  and  indiftind:  Vifion,"  annexed  to  Dr. 
Smith's  work. 

In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Robins's  performances  were  not 
confined  to  mathematical  fubje£ts  :  for  in  the  year  1739, 
there  came  out  three  pamphlets  upon  political  affairs,  which 
did  him  great  honour.  The  firft  was  intitled,  "  Obferva^ 
*'  tions  on  the  prefent  Convention  with  Spain  :"  the  fecond, 
*'  A  Narrative  of  what  paffed  in  the  Common  Hall  of  the 
*'  citizens  of  London,  aflembled  for  the  election  of  a  lord 
*'  mayor  :"  the  third,  "  An  Addrefs  to  the  Electors  and  other 
*'  free  fubje£^s  of  Great  Britain,  occafioned  by  the  late  fuc- 
*'  ceflion ;  in  which  is  contained  a  particular  account  of  all 
**  our  negotiations  with  Spain,  and  their  treatment  of  us  for 
*'  above  ten  years  paft."  Thefe  were  all  publifhed  without 
his  name  ;  and  the  firft  and  laft  were  fo  univerfally  efteemed, 
that  they  were  generally  reputed  to  have  been  the  produdion 
of  the  great  man  himfelf,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  op- 
pofition  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole.  They  proved  of  fuch  con- 
fequence  to  Mr.  Robins,  as  to  occafion  his  being  employed  in 
a  very  honourable  poft ;  for  the  patriots  at  length  gaining 
ground  againft  Sir  Robert,  and  a  committee  of  the  houfe 
of  commons  being  appointed  to  examine  into  his  paft  con- 
du6l,  he  was  chofen  their  fecretary.  But  after  a  committee 
had  prefented  two  reports  of  their  proceedings,  a  fudden  ftop 
was  put  to  their  farther  progrefs  by  a  compromife  between 
the  contending  parties. 

In  1742,  Mr.  Robins,  being  again  atleifure,  publiftied  a 
fmall  treatife,  intitled,  *'  New  Principles  of  Gunnery  ;"  con- 
taining the  refuk  of  many  experiments  he  had  made,  by  which 
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are  difcovered  the  force  of  gun-powder,  and  the  difFerence  in 
the  refifting  power  of  the  air  to  fwift  and  flow  motion.  This 
treatife  was  preceded  by  an  account  of  the  progrefs,  which 
modern  fortification  had  made  from  its  firft  rife ;  as  alfo  of 
the  invention  of  gun-powder,  and  of  what  had  already  been 
performed  in  the  theory  of  gunnery.  Upon  a  difcourfe  con- 
taining certain  experiments  being  publifhed  in  the  "  Philo- 
*'^  fophical  Tranfa^ions^'"  in  order  to  invalidate  fome  opinions  No.  465, 
of  Mr.  Robins,  he  thought  proper,  in  an  account  he  gave 
of  his  book  in  the  fame  Tranfadions,  to  take  notice  of  thofe  No.  469. 
experiments  :  and  in  confequence  of  this,  feveral  diflertations 
of  his  on  the  refiftance  of  the  air  were  read,  and  the  experi- 
ments exhibited  before  the  Royal  Society,  in  the  years  1746 
and  1747  ;  for  which  he  was  prefented  with  a  golden  medal 
by  that  fociety. 

In  1748,  came  out  lord  ''  Anfon'j  Voyage  round  the  TVorld^''  ^ 
which,  though  it  carries  Mr.  Walter's  name  in  the  title-page, 
was  in  reality  written  by  Mr.  Robins.  Of  this  voyage  the 
public  had  for  fome  time  been  in  expedlation  of  feeing  an  ac- 
count, compofed  under  his  lordfhip's  own  infpe£tion  :  for 
which  purpofe  the  rev.  Mr.  Richard  Walter  was  employed,  as 
having  been  chaplain  a-board  the  Centurion  the  greateft  part 
of  the  expedition.  Mr.  Walter  had  accordingly  almoft  finifti- 
ed  his  tafk,  having  brought  it  down  to  his  own  departure 
from  Macao  for  England ;  when  he  propofed  to  print  his 
work  by  fubfcription.  It  was  thought  proper  however,  that 
an  able  judge  fhould  firft  review  and  correal  it,  and  Mr.  Ro- 
bins was  appointed  ;  when  upon  examination  it  was  refolved, 
that  the  whole  fhould  be  written  intirely  by  Mr.  Robins,  and 
that  what  Mr.  Walter  had  done,  being  almoft  all  taken  ver- 
batim from  the  journals,  ftiould  ferve  as  materials  only. 
Hence  the  introduction  intire,  and  many  diflertations  in  the 
body  of  the  book,  were  compofed  by  Mr.  Robins  without 
having  received  the  leaft  hint  from  Mr.  Walter's  manufcript ; 
and  what  he  had  thence  tranfcribed,  regarded  chiefly  the 
wind  and  the  weather,  the  currents,  courfes,  bearings,  di- 
ftances,  oflings,  foundings,  moorings,  the  qualities  of  the 
ground  they  anchored  on,  and  fuch  particulars,  as  generally 
fill  up  a  failor's  account.     No  production  of  this  kind  ever 
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met  with  a  more  favourable  reception,  four  large  impreflior^s 
being  fold  ofF  within  a  twelvemonth  :  it  has  been  tranfiated 
into  moft  of  the  European  languages ;  and  it  ftill  fupports  its 
reputation,  being  this  year  1761  printed  here  for  the  ninth 
time.  The  fifth  edition  at  London  in  1749  was  revifed  and 
corrected  by  Mr.  Robins  himfelf. 

Thus  becoming  famous  for  his  ability  in  writing,  he  was 
re^uefted  to  compofe  an  apology  for  the  unfortunate  affair  at 
Preflon  Pans  in  Scotland.  This  was  prefixed  as  a  preface  to 
*'  The  Report  of  the  Proceedings  and  Opinion  of  the  Board  of 
"  General  Officers  on  their  examination  into  the  conduut  of 
"  Lieutenant  General  Sir  jfohn  Cope,  Szc.'*  printed  at  London 
in  1749  ;  and  this  preface  was  efleemed  a  mafter-piece  in  its 
kind.  Afterwards  Mr.  Robins  had,  by  the  favour  of  lord 
Anfon,  opportunities  of  making  farther  experiments  in  gun- 
nery ;  which  have  been  publiflied  fince  his  death.  He  alfo 
not  a  little  contributed  to  the  improvements,  made  in  the 
royal  obiervatory  at  Greenwich,  by  procuring  for  it,  through 
the  intereft  of  the  fame  noble  perfon,  a  lecond  mural  qua- 
drant and  other  inftruments,  by  which  it  is  become  perhaps 
the  compleatefl  of  any  obfervatory  in  the  world.  His  reputa- 
tion being  now  arrived  at  its  full  height,  he  was  offered  the 
choice  of  two  very  confiderable  employments.  The  firft  was 
to  go  to  Paris,  as  one  of  the  commiifaries  for  adjufting  the 
limits  in  Acadia  ;  the  other,  to  be  engineer  general  to  the 
Eaft  India  company,  whofe  forts,  being  in  a  mofl:  ruinous 
condition,  wanted  a  capable  perfon  to  put  them  into  a  pof- 
ture  of  defence.  This  latter  he  accepted,  as  it  was  fuitable 
to  hi's  genius,  and  as  the  company's  terms  were  both  advan- 
tageous and  honourable.  He  defigned-,  if  he  had  remained  in 
•England,  to  have  written  a  fecond  part  of  the  '«  Foyage  round 
the  World \^  as  appears  from  the  following  letter  of  lord 
Anfon  to  him,  lately  printed  by  his  lordfhip's  permiffion, 
"  Dear  Sir,  When  I  laft  faw  you  in  town,  I  forgot  to  afk 
*'  you,  whether  you  intended  to  publifli  the  fecond  volume  of 
**  my  voyage  before  you  leave  us ;  which,  1  confefs,  I  am 
*'  very  forry  for.  If  you  fhould  have  laid  afide  all  thoughts 
<*  of  favouring  the  world  with  more  of  your  works,  it  will 
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<«  be  much  difappointed,  and  no  one  in  it  more  than 

Your  vQxy  much  obliged 
Bath,   the  22d 
of  October,  humble  fervant, 

1749. 

ANSON, 

Mr.  Robins  was  alfo  preparing  an  enlarged  edition  of  his 
"  New  Principles  of  Gunnery  :"  but  having  provided  him- 
felf  with  a  compleat  fet  of  aftronomical  and  other  inftruments, 
for  making  ob(ervations  and  experiments  in  the  Indies,  he 
departed  from  hence  at  Chriftmas  in  the  year  1 749  ;  and  af- 
ter a  voyage,  in  which  the  fhip  was  near  being  caft  away, 
arrived  at  the  Indies  the  13th  of  July  1 750.  There  he  im- 
mediately fet  about  his  proper  bufmefs  with  unwearied  dili- 
gence, and  formed  compleat  plans  for  Fort  St.  David  and  Ma- 
drafs  :  but  he  lived  not  to  put  them  into  execution.  For  the 
great  difference  of  the  climate  being  beyond  his  conftitution 
to  fupport,  he  was  attacked  by  a  fever  in  September ;  and 
thoush  he  recovered  out  of  this,  yet  about  eight  months  after 
he  fell  into  a  languishing  condition,  in  which  he  continued 
till  his  death.     He  died  the  29th  of  July,   1751. 

By  his  laft  will,  he  left  the  publifning  his  mathematical 
works  to  his  honoured  and  intimate  friend  Martin  Folkes, 
efq;  prefident  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  to  James  Wilfon, 
do6lor  of  phyfic  ;  but  the  former  of  thefe  gentlemen  being 
incapacitated  bv  a  paralytic  diforder,  for  fome  time  before  his 
death,  they  were  afterwards  publifhed  by  the  latter,  in  two  vo- 
lumes 8vo.  1761*.  Dr.  Wilfon  has  prefixed  an  account  of  Mr. 
Robins,  from  which  this  memoir  is  extraded. 

ROCHEFOUCAULT  (Francis,  duke  of)  a 
great  genius  among  the  French,  was  born  in  16 13,  and  died 
in  1680.  He  is  inferted  here  on  account  of  a  fmall  collec- 
tion of  *'  Maximes  ou  Sentences  :"  of  which  Mr.  Voltaire 
has  not  fcrupled  to  fay,  that  it  contributed  more  than  any 
performance,  to  form  the  tafte  of  the  French  nation,  and 
give  it  a  true  reliOi  of  propriety  and  corrednefs.  "  Though 
*'  there  is,  continues  he,  but  one  truth  running  through  this  siecledc 
"  whole  piece,  namely,  t\\7it  f elf  -  love  is  the  fpring  of  all  our  Louis  XIV. 
*^  a6fiom  and  determinations^  yet  this  thought  prefents  itfelf    °J^' 
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*'  under  Tuch  a  variety  of  forms,  as  never  fall  to  ftrike  with 
**  new  furprife.  It  is  not  fo  properly  a  book  itfelf,  as  a  fet 
*'  of  materials  to  embellifli  a  book.  This  little  coIle6lion 
*'  was  much  read  and  admired :  it  accuftomed  our  authors  to 
*'  think,  and  to  comprife  their  thoughts  in  a  lively,  corre(^, 
V  "  and  delicate  turn  of  phrafe  ;   which  was  a  merit  utterly  un- 

*'  known  to  any  European  writer  before  him,  fince  the  re- 
*'  vival  of  Letters."  We  have  alfo  of  this  noble  author 
*'  Memoires  de  la  Regence  de  la  Reine  Anne  d'Autriche, 
*'  written  with  great  fcnfe  and  a  deep  penetration  into  things. 
His  Memoires,  fays  "  Voltaire,  are  ftill  read  ;  and  his  Max- 
*'  imes  are  known  by  heart." 


Some  paffa- 
ges  of  the 
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By  Gilbert 
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5th  edit. — 
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ROCHESTER  (John  Wilmot,  earl  of)  a  great 
wit  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  was  the  fon  of  Henry  earl  of 
Rochefter ;  who  bore  a  great  part  in  the  civil  wars,  and  was 
the  chief  manager  of  the  klng*s  prefervation,  after  the  battle 
of  Worcefter.  He  was  born  in  April,  1648  ',  and  was  edu- 
cated in  grammar  and  claflical  literature  in  the  free-fchool  at 
Burford.  Here  he  acquired  the  Latin  to  fuch  perfedtion, 
that  to  his  dying  day  he  retained  a  quick  relifh  of  the  fine- 
nefs  and  beauty  of  that  tongue ;  and  afterwards  became  ex- 
a£l:Iy  verfed  in  the  authors  of  the  Auguftan  age,  which  he 
often  read.  In  1659,  he  was  admitted  a  nobleman  of  Wad- 
ham  college  in  Oxford,  under  the  infpecSlion  of  Dr.  Bland- 
ford,  afterwards  bifhop  of  Oxford  and  Worcefter  ;  and,  in 
1 66 1,  was  with  feveral  other  noble  perfons  adually  created 
niafter  of  arts  in  convocation  :  at  which  time,  Mr.  Wood 
fays,  he  and  none  elfe  was  admitted  very  affectionately  into 
the  fraternity  by  a  kifs  from  the  chancellor  of  the  univerfity. 
Clarendon,  who  then  fate  in  the  fupreme  chair.  Afterwards, 
he  travelled  into  France  and  Italy  ;  and  at  his  return  fre- 
quented the  court,  which,  the  fame  Mr.  Wood  obferves,  and 
there  is  reafon  to  believe  very  truly,  not  only  debauched  his 
manners,  but  made  him  a  perfecl  hobbift  in  principle.  In 
the  mean  time,  he  was  made  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
bed-chamber  to  the  king,  and  comptroler  of  Woodftock  park. 
In  the  winter  of  1665,  he  went  to  fea  with  the  earl  of  Sand- 
wich, who  was  fent  to  lie  for  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  fleet ; 
^nd  was  in  the  Revenge,  commanded  by  Sir  Thomas  Tiddi- 
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man,  when  the  attack  was  made  on  the  port  of  Bergen  in 
Norway,  the  Dutch  (hips  having  got  into  that  port.     It  was 
a  defperate  attempt ;  and  during  the  whole  a6tion,  the  earl  of 
Rochefter  fhewed  the  greateft  refolution,  and  gained  a  high 
reputation  for  courage.     He  fupported  this  reputation  in  a 
fecond  expedition,  but  afterwards  loft  it  in  an  adventure  with 
lord  Mulgrave  ;   of  which  that  noble  author  in  the  memoirs 
of  himfelf,  gives  a  particular  account.     It  exhibits  fome  traits  Sheffield 
of  the  earl  of  Rochefter's  chara6ier ;  and  therefore,  though  Bucking-* 
it  is  fomewhat  tedious  and  wordy,  we  will  tranfcribe  it  into  *^^"V* 
this  memoir,     "  I  was  informed,  fays  lord  Mulgrave,  that  ' 

^'  the  earl  of  Rochefter  had  faid  fomething  of  me,  which  ac^^ 
"  cording  to  his  cuftom  was  very  malicious  :  I  therefore 
"  fent  colonel  Afton,  a  very  mettled  friend  of  mine,  to  call 
\'  him  to  account  for  it.  He  denied  the  words,  and  indeed 
*'  I  was  foon  convinced  he  had  never  faid  them ;  but  the 
"  mere  report,  though  I  found  it  to  be  falfe,  obliged  me,  as 
"  I  then  fooliftily  thought,  to  go  on  with  the  quarrel  ;  and 
**  the  next  day  was  appointed  for  us  to  fight  on  horfeback,  a 
*'  way  in  England  a  little  unufual,  but  it  was  his  part  to 
*'  chufe.  Accordingly,  I  and  my  fecond  lay  the  night  before 
'*  at  Knightfbridge  privately,  to  avoid  the  being  fecured  at 
*'  London  upon  any  fufpicion  ;  and  in  the  morning  we  met 
"  the  lord  Rochefter  at  the  place  appointed,  who,  inftead  of 
"  James  Porter,  whom  he  aftured  Afton  he  would  make  his 
*'  lecond,  brought  an  errant  life-guard- man,  whom  no  body 
*'  knew.  To  this  Mr.  Afton  took  exception,  upon  the  ac- 
*'  count  of  his  being  no  fuitable  adverfary  j  efpeciajly  confi- 
^'  dering  how  extremely  well  he  was  mounted,  whereas  we 
"  had  only  a  couple  of  pads  :  upon  which,  we  all  agreed  to 
"  fight  on  foot.  But,  as  my  lord  Rochefter  and  I  were 
"  riding  into  the  next  field  in  order  to  it,  he  told  me,  that 
*'  he  had  at  firft  chofen  to  fight  on  horfeback,  becaufe  he 
"  was  fo  weak  with  a  certain  diftemper,  that  he  found  him- 
'*  felf  unfit  at  all  any  way,  much  lefs  on  foot.  I  was  ex- 
"  tremely  furprifed,  becaufe  at  that  time  no  man  had  a  better 
*'  reputation  for  courage  ;  and  I  took  the  liberty  of  repre- 
"  fenting  what  a  ridiculous  ftory  it  would  make,  if  we  re- 
"  turned  without  fighting,  and  therefore  advifed  him  for  both 
*'  our  fakes,  efpecially  for  his  own,  to  confider  better  of  it, 
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<^  fince  I  muft  be  obliged  in  my  own  defence  to  lay  the  fault 
*'  on  him,  by  telling  the  truth  of  the  matter.  His  anfwer 
*'  was,  that  he  fubmitted  to  it,  and  hoped,  that  I  would  not 
*'  defire  the  advantage  of  having  to  do  with  any  man  in  fo 
*'  weak  a  condition.  I  replied,  that  by  fuch  an  argument  he 
"  had  fufficiently  tied  my  hands,  upon  condition  that  I  might 
*' call  our  feconds  to  be  witneiTes  of  the  whole  bufinefs  ; 
*'  which  he  confented  to,  and  fo  we  parted.  When  we  re- 
*'  turned  to  London,  we  found  it  full  of  this  quarrel,  upon 
*'  our  being  abfent  fo  long  j  and  therefore  Mr.  Afton  thought 
♦'  himfelf  obliged  to  write  down  every  word  and  circumftance 
"  of  this  whole  matter,  in  order  to  fpread  every  where  the 
*'  true  reafon  of  our  returning  without  having  fought.  This 
"  being  never  in  the  leaft  contradiiSled  or  refented  by  the  lord 
*'  Rochefter,  entirely  ruined  his  reputation  as  to  courage  (of 
*•=  which  I  was  really  forry  to  be  the  occafion)  though  no 
*'  body  had  ftill  a  greater  as  to  wit :  which  fupported  him 
*'  pretty  well  in  the  world,  notwithftanding  fome  more  acci- 
*'  dents  of  the  fame  kind,  that  never  fail  to  fucceed  one  ano- 
,         *'  ther,  when  once  people  know  a  man's  weaknefs.'* 

The  carl  of  Rochefter,  before  he  travelled  abroad,  had 
given  fomewhat  Into  that  diforderly  and  intemperate  way  of 
living,  which  the  joy  of  the  whole  nation,  upon  the  reftor- 
ing  of  Charles  II.  had  introduced ;  yet  had  fo  far  got  the 
better  of  this  at  his  return,  that  he  hated  nothing  more. 
But  falling  into  court-company,  where  thefe  excefles  were 
continually  pradllfed,  he  was  brought  back  to  it  again  :  and 
the  natural  heat  of  his  fancy,  being  inflamed  with  wine,  made 
him  fo  extravagantly  pleafant,  that  many,  to  be  the  more  di- 
verted by  that  humour,  drove  to  engage  him  deeper  and 
deeper  in  intemperance.  This  at  length  fo  intirely  fubdued 
him,  that,  as  he  told  Dr.  Burnet,  he  was  for  five  years  to- 
gether continually  drunk :  not  all  the  while  under  the  vifible 
efFe£l  of  liquor,  but  fo  inflamed  in  his  blood,  that  he  was  ne- 
ver cool  enough  to  be  mafter  of  himfelf.  There  were  two 
principles  in  the  natural  temper  of  this  lively  and  witty  earl, 
which  carried  him  to  great  excefles ;  a  violent  love  of  plea- 
fure,  and  a  difpofition  to  extravagant  mirth.  The  one  involv- 
ed him  in  great  fenfuality,-  the  other  led  him  to  many  odd 
adventures  and  frolicks.     Once  he  difguifed  himfelf  fo,  that 
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hie  neareft  friends  could  not  have  known  him,  and  fet  up  in 
Tower-ftreet  for  an  Italian  mountebank,  where  he  prac- 
tifed  phyfic  for  fome  weeks.  He  difguifed  himfelf  often  as  a 
porter,  or  as  a  beggar  ;  fometimes  to  follow  fome  mean  a- 
mours,  which,  for  the  variety  of  them,  he  affeiled.  At  other 
times,  merely  for  diverfion,  he  would  go  about  in  odd  fhapes  ; 
in  which  he  a£led  his  part  fo  naturally,  that  even  thofe,  who 
were  in  the  fecret,  and  faw  him  in  thefe  fhapes,  could  per- 
ceive nothing,  by  which  he  might  be  difcovered.  He  is 
faid  to  have  been  a  generous  and  good-natured  man  in  cold 
blood,  yet  would  go  far  in  his  heats  after  any  thing,  that 
might  turn  to  a  jeft  or  matter  of  diverfion  ;  and  he  laid  out 
himfelf  very  freely  in  libels  and  fatires,  in  which  he  had  fo 
peculiar  a  talent  of  mixing  his  wit  with  his  malice,  that  all 
his  compofitions  were  eafily  known.  The  celebrated  An- 
drew Marvell,  who  was  himfelf  a  great  wit,  ufed  to  fay, 
that  Rochefter  "  was  the  only  man  in  England,  who  had  ^ 
"  the  true  vein  of  fatyr.'* 

By  conftant  indulgence  in  wine  and  women,  and  Irregular 
frolicks,  he  wore  out  intirely  an  excellent  conftitution,  before 
he  was  thirty  years  of  age.  In  October  1679,  when  he  was 
flowly  recovering  from  a  great  difeafe,  he  was  viltted  by 
Dr.  Burnet ;  upon  an  intimation,  that  fuch  a  vifit  would  be 
very  agreeable  to  him.  He  grew  into  great  frtcuom  with 
that  divine,  fo  as  to  open  to  him  all  his  thoughts  both  of  re- 
ligion and  morality,  and  to  give  him  a  full  view  of  his  pafi: 
life  :  upon  which  the  dodor  waited  on  him  often,  till  he 
went  from  London  in  April  following,  and  once  or  twice 
after.  They  canvaflTed  at  various  times  the  principles  of  mo- 
rality, natural  and  revealed  religion,  and  chriftianity  in  par- 
ticular ;  the  refult  of  all  which,  as  it  is  faithfully  related  by 
Dr.  Burnet  in  the  book  above  referred  to,  was,  that  this  no- 
ble earl,  though  he  had  lived  the  life  of  an  athelft  and  a  li- 
bertine, yet  died  the  death  of  a  good  chriflian  and  moft  fin- 
cere  penitent.  The  philofophers  of  the  prefent  age  will  na- 
turally fuppofe,  that  his  contrition  and  convidlion  were  purely 
the  effects  of  weaknefs  and  low  fpirits,  which  fcarcely  fuffer 
a  man  to  continue  in  his  fenfcs,  and  certainly  not  to  be  maf- 
tcr  of  himfelf;  but  Dr.  Burnet  affirms  hini  to  have  been 
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*'  under  no  fuch  decay,  as  either  darkened  or  weakened  his 
*•  underftanding,  nor  troubled  with  the  fpleen  or  vapors,  or 
*'  under  the  power  of  melancholy.'*  The  reader  may  judge 
''  for  himfelf  from  the  following,  which  is  part  of  a  letter 
from  the  earl  to  Dr.  Burnet,  dated  Woodftock-park,  June  25, 
1680,  Oxfordshire.  There  is  nothing  left  out,  but  fome  per- 
fdnal  compliments  to  the  dodor. 

*'  My  moft  honoured  Dr.  Burnet, 

*'  My  fplrits  and  body  decay  fo  equally  together,  that  I  fhall 
*^  write  you  a  letter  as  weak,  as  I  am  in  perfon.  I  begin 
**  to  value  church-men  above  all  men  in  the  world,  &c.  If 
*'  God  be  yet  pleafed  to  fpare  me  longer  in  this  world,  I 
*'  hope  in  your  converfation  to  be  exalted  to  that  degree  of 
^'  piety,  that  the  world  may  fee  how  much  I  abhor  what 
"  I  fo  long  loved,  and  how  much  I  glory  in  repentance,  and 
*'  in  God's  fervice.  Beftow  your  prayers  upon  me,  that 
«'  God  would  fpare  me,  if  it  be  his  good  will,  to  fhew  a 
*'  true  repentance  and  amendment  of  life  for  the  time  to 
*'  come  :  or  elfe,  if  the  Lord  pleafeth  to  put  an  end  to  my 
*'  worldly  being  now,  that  he  would  mercifully  accept  of  my 
"  death-bed  repentance,  and  perform  that  promife  he  hath 
*'  been  pleafed  to  make,  that  at  what  time  foever  a  /inner 
*«  doth  repent^  he  would  receive  him.  Put  up  thefe  prayers, 
*'  moft  dear  do6tor,  to  Almighty  God  for  your  moft  obedient 
"  and  languifhing 

<'  Servant, 

ROCHESTER. 

He  died  the  26th  of  July  following,  without  any  convul- 
fion,  or  fo  much  as  a  groan  ;  for,  though  he  had  not  com- 
pleated  his  33d  year,  yet  he  was  worn  fo  intirely  down,  that 
nature  was  unable  to  make  the  leaft  effort.  He  was  a  grace- 
ful and  well-fhaped  perfon,  tall,  and  well-made,  if  not  a  lit- 
tle too  flender,  as  Dr.  Burnet  obferves.  He  was  exacStly 
well -bred;  had  a  ftrange  vivacity  of  thought,  and  vigor  of 
exprelTion  ;  and  his  wit  was  fubtle  as  well  as  fublime.  For 
his  ftudies,  they  were  divided  between  the  comical  writings 
of  the  ancients  and  moderns,  the  Roman  authors,  and  books 
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of  phyfic  ;  for  the  ill  ftate  of  health,  which  his  irregular  and 
diflblute  life  brought  upon  him,  made  this  laft  kind  of  read- 
\n(T  neceflary  to  him.  His  ftyle  was  clear  and  ftrong  :  and 
when  he  ufed  figures,  they  were  very  lively,  yet  far  enough 
out  of  the  common  road.  Boileau  among  the  French,  and 
Cowley  among  the  Englifh  wits,  were  thofe  he  admired  moft. 
He  loved  to  talk  and  write  of  fpeculative  matters,  and  did  it 
with  fo  fine  a  thread ,  that  even  thofe,  who  hated  the  fub- 
jefts  his  fancy  ran  upon,  yet  could  not  but  be  charmed  with 
his  way  of  treating  them.  Upon  the  whole,  nature  had  fitted 
him  for  great  things  ;  and  his  abilities  and  knowledge,  if  he 
had  applied  them  rightly,  qualified  him  to  have  been  one  of 
the  moft  extraordinary  men  of  his  age  and  nation. 

His  poems  have  been  printed  often,  feparately  and  toge- 
ther. It  is  not  eafy  to  fay,  what  are  his  :  for  after  he  had 
once  obtained  the  chara£ler  of  a  lewd  and  obfcene  writer,  e- 
very  thing  in  that  ftrain  was  fathered  upon  him  ;  and  many 
pieces,  not  his,  crept  into  the  later  editions  of  his  works. 
We  know  not,  which  can  be  called  the  beft  edition  :  an 
handfome  one  in  8vo.  was  printed  for  Jacob  Tonfon  in  1705* 
confifting  of  poems,  his  fpeech  under  the  chara6ler  of  a  moun- 
tebank, and  a  tragedy  called  Valentinian  ;  but  many  of  his 
obfcene  pieces  are  not  inferted  in  it.  The  author  of  the 
Catalogue  of  Royal  and  Noble  Authors  calls  him  "  a  man,  pag.  45, 
"  whom  the  mufes  were  fond  to  infpire,  and  afhamed  to  avow;  ^°}'^' 
"  and  who  pra£lifed  without  the  leaft  referve  that  fecret, 
*'  which  can  make  verfes  more  read  for  their  defects,  than  for 
'*  their  merits.  The  art,  continues  he,  is  neither  commen- 
'*  dable  nor  difficult.  Moralifts  proclaim  loudly,  that  there 
'*  is  no  wit  in  indecency :  it  is  very  true :  indecency  is  far 
**  from  conferring  wit ;  but  it  does  not  deflroy  it  neither. 
*'  Lord  Rochei^er's  poems  have  much  more  obfcenity  than 
*<  wit,   more  wit  than  poetry,  more  poetry  tlran  politenefs." 

He  left  behind  him  a  fon  named  Charles,  who  died  the 
1 2th  of  November  1681  ;  and  three  daughters.  '  The  male 
line  ceafmg,  Charles  II.  conferred  the  title  of  Rochefter  on 
Laurence  vifcount  Killingworth,  a  younger  fon  of  Edward 
carl  of  Clarendon. 

ROE 
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ROE  (Sir  Thomas)  an  able  ftatefman  and  ambafTador, 
was  born  at  Low  Layton  in  Eflex  about  1580  j  and  admitted 
^ooj.g         into  Magdalen  college  Oxford  in  1593.     He  was  taken  from 
iithen.  Ox-  the  univerfity  in  a  year  or  two ;  and,  after  fpending  fome  time 
*"'  in  one  of  the  inns  of  court,  and  in  France,  was  made  efquire 

of  the  body  to  queen  Elizabeth.  In  1604,  he  Was  knighted 
by  king  James  ;  and  ioon  after  fentby  Henry  prince  of  Wales, 
to  make  difcoveries  in  America.  In  1614,  he  was  fent  am- 
baflador  to  the  great  mogul,  at  whofe  court  he  continued 
till  16 1 8.  During  his  refidence  there,  he  employed  himfelf 
zealoufly  in  the  fervice  of  the  Eaft  India  merchants.  In  1620, 
he  was  eleded  a  burgefs  for  Cirencefter  in  Gloucefterfhire  ; 
and,  the  year  following,  fent  ambalTador  to  the  grand  feig- 
nior  ;  which  ftation  he  continued  in,  under  the  fultans  Of- 
man,  Muftapha,  and  Amurath  IV.  In  his  palTage  to  Con- 
ftantinople,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Villiers  duke  of  Buckingham, 
then  lord  high  admiral,  complaining  of  the  great  increafe  of 
pirates  in  the  Mediterranean  fea  ;  and,  during  his  embalTy, 
»663,  folio.  Tent  ''  A  true  and  faithful  relation  to  his  majefty  and  the 
'*^  prince,  of  what  hath  lately  happened  in  Conftantinople, 
"  concerning  the  death  of  fultan  Ofman,  and  the  fetting  up 
"^  *'  of  Muftapha  his  uncle,"   vA\ich  was  printed  at  London  in 

1622,  4to.  He  kept  a  very  curious  account  of  his  negotia- 
tions at  the  Porte,  which  remained  in  manufcript  till  174c, 
when  it  was  publifhed  by  the  fociety  for  promoting  learning, 
under  this  title  :  "  The  Negotiations  of  Sir  Thomas  Roe, 
"  in  his  Embafly  to  the  Ottoman  Porte,  from  the  year  1621 
*'  to  1628  inclufive ;  containing  a  great  variety  of  curious 
*'  and  important  matters,  relating  not  only  to  the  affairs  of 
*'  the  Turkifh  empire,  but  alfo  to  thofe  of  the  other  flates  of 
''  Europe  in  that  period  :  his  correfpondences  with  the  moft 
*'  iiluftrious  perfons,  for  dignity  or  charadter,  as,  with  the 
*'  queen  of  Bohemia,  Bethlem  Gabor  prince  of  Tranfylva- 
''  nia,  and  other  potentates  of  different  nations,  &c.  and  ma- 
*'  ny  ufeful  and  inftrudive  particulars,  as  well  in  relation  to 
*'  trade  and  commerce,  as  to  fubjeds  of  literature  ;  as,  an- 
"  cient  manufcripts,    coins,  infcriptions  and  other  antiqui- 
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During  his  refidence  in  the  Eaft,  he  made  a  larjte  col- 
lection of  valuable  manufcripts  in  the  Greek   and   Oriental 
languages  ;   which   in  the  year  1628,  he  prefented  to   the 
Bodleian   library.     He   alfo  brought  over  the   fine  Alexan- 
drian manufcript  of  the  Greek  Bible,   (ent  as   a   prefent  to 
Charles  I.  by  Cyril  Patriarch  of  Conftantinople  ;  which  hath 
fincc    been   tranfcribed   and   publilhed   by    the    learned    Dr. 
Grabe.     In  1629,  he  was  Tent  amhaflador  to  mediate  a  peace 
between  the  kings  of  Poland  and  Sweden.     He  fucceeded   in 
his  negotiation  ;  and  gained  fo  much  credit  with  the  great 
Guflavus  Adolphus  of  Sweden,   that   he   infpired   that  king 
with  a  defign,  which  he  executed  in   1630,  of  making  a  de- 
fcent  into  Germany  to  reftore  the  freedom  of  the  empire.    A- 
dolphus,  upon  gaining  the  vidlory  of  Leipfic,  fent  Sir  Thomas 
a  prefent  of  2000I.    and  in  his   letter  calls  him  his  rtrenuum 
confukorem,  he  being  the  firft  who  had  advifed  him  to  the  war.    prmUUr 
He  was  afterwards  employed  in  feveral  other  negotiations.  In   Letters. 
1640,  he  waschofen  member  of  parliament  for  the  univerfity 
of  Oxford,   and  fhewed  himfelf  a  perfon  of  greac  eloquence, 
learning,  and  experience,  as  appears  from  his  printed  fpeeches. 
The  year  after,  he  was  fent  ambafTador  to  the  diet  of      atif-   RufljworiH's 
bon,  in  order  to  mediate  the  reftoration  of  t]ie  late   king  of  voL 'ill. 
Bohemia's   fon  to  the  Palatinate  :    and,   upon    his   return, 
made  chancellor  of  the  garter,  and  one  of  the  privy  council. 
The  calamities  of  the  nation,   in  which   he  could  not  avoid 
having  a  (hare,  not  only  imbittered  his  life,   but  might  con- 
tribute to  fhorten  it  j    for  he  died   in  November  1644.      An 
Epitaph  was  compofedfor  him  by  Di.  Gv^rard  Langbaine,  but 
never  fet  up :  it  may  be  feen  in  Wood's  Athen.  Oxon. 

He  had  all  the  accomplifhments  of  the  fcholar,  the  gentle- 
man, and  the  courtier.  He  left  a  great  number  of  manu- 
fcripts behind  him  ;  and,  in  1730,  propofals  were  publifhed 
for  printing  by  fubfcription,  in  five  volumes  folio,  '*  The 
*'  Negotiations  and  EmbafTies  o{  Sir  Thomas  Roe,  from 
1620  to  1644  :"  but  the  undertakers  not  meeting  with  fuifi- 
cient  encouragement,  the  defign  was  dropped,  and  only  the 
volume  mentioned  above  was  publifhed  in  1740. 
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ROEMER   (  Olaus  )  a  Danifh  aftronomer  and   ma- 
thematician, was  born  at  Arhufen  in  Jutland  in  1644  ;   and, 
at  eighteen  years  of  age,  fent  to  the  univerfity  of  Copenhagen. 
He  applied  himfelf  keenly  to  the  ftudy  of  mathematics  and 
aftronomy,  and  became  fuch  an  adept  in  thofe   fciences,   that 
when  Picard  was  fent  by  Lewis  XIV.  in  1671  to  makeobfer- 
Weldleii        vations  in  the. north,  he  was   to  the  laft  degree  furprifed  and 
Hift.Aftron.   pleafed  with  him.     He  engaged  him  to  return  with  him  to 
fea.  J35.       France,  and  had  him  prefented  to  the  king;,  who  ordered  him 
to  teach  the  dauphin  mathematics,  and  fettled  a   penfion  on 
him.     He   was  joined  with  Picard  and  Caffini,   in   making 
aftronomical  obfervatlons  ;   and,    in    1672,    was  admitted  a 
member  of  the  academy  of  fciences.     During  the  ten  years  he 
refided  at  Paris,  he  gained  a  prodigious  reputation  by  his  dif« 
coveries  ;  yet  is  faid  to  have  complained  afterwards,  that  his 
coadjutors  ran  away  with  the  honor  of  many  things,  which 
belonged  to  him.     In   1681,  Chriftian  V.  king  of  Denmark 
called  him  back  to  his  own  country,  and  made  him   profefTor 
of  aftronomy  at  Copenhagen.     He  employed  him  alfo  in  re- 
forming the  coin  and  the  architecture,  in  regulating  the  weights 
aad  meafures,  and  in  meafuring  the    high  roads,  throughout 
the  kingdom.     Frederic  IV.  the  fucceflbr  of  Chriftian,  fhewed 
the  fame  favor  to  Roemer,  and  conferred  new  dignities   on 
him.     This  manoffcience  died  in  1710,  and,   what  is  very 
extraordinary,    without  leaving  any  thing  either  written  or 
printed.       Some   of  his   obfervations,    with  his   manner  of 
making  thofe  obfervations,  were  publifhed  in  1735,  under  the 
title  of  Bafis  Aftronomias,   by  his   fcholar  Peter   Horrebow, 
then  profefTor  of  aftronomy  at  Copenhagen.      Neverthelefs, 
the  name  of  Roemer  can  never  fink  into  oblivion,  becaufe  it 
is  recorded  in  thofe  writings,  which  will  always  be  read.    The 
immortal   Newton,    after    laying    down     this     propofition, 
<'  Light  is  propagated  from  luminous  bodies  in  time,  and 
"  fpends  about  {even  or  eight  minutes  of  an  hour  in  pafHng 
^   .    ,    .    "  from  the  fun  to  the  earth,"  proceeds  to  fay,   that   "  this 
II.  part  3.      "was  firft  oblerved  by  Roemer,    and  then   by  others,   by, 
prop.  XI.      tc  iTieans  of  the  fatellites  of  Jupiter.     For  thefe  eclipfes,  wher^ 
''  the  earth  is  between  the  fun  and  Jupiter,  happen  about  fe- 
"  ven  or  eight  mijiutes  fooner,  than  they  ought  to  do  by  the 
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«'  tables,  and  when  the  earth  is  beyond  the  fun,  they  hap- 
"  pen  about  feven  or  eight  minutes  later,  than  they  ought  to 
"  do  J  the  reafon  being,  that  the  h'ghtof  the  fatcllites  has  far- 
*«  ther  to  go  in  the  latter  cafe,  than  in  the  former,  by  the  dia- 
"  meter  of  the  earth's  orbit."  See  alfo  Newtoni  Principia 
Mathem.  Nat.  Philof.  p.  207.  Cant.  1713. 
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ROGERS   (  Dr.  JoHM  )   an  Englifh  divine,  was  born 
in  1679,  at  Enftiam  in  Oxfordfhire,  where   his  father  was 
vicar.     He  was  bred  up  at  New-Gollege  fchool  in  Oxford  3    Li'fe 
and,  in  1693,  elected  fcholar  of  Corpus  Chridi  college.     He    gers,  prefix- 
took  the  degrees  in  arts,  and  entered  into  orders.     He  waited   teen  fJ"-"^' 
a  long  time  for  a  fellowfliip,  by  reafon  of  the  flow  fucceHion   "^ons  on 
in  the  college  ;  but  at  length  fuccecded  the  learned  Mr.  Ed-    ffJ^'pX" 
mund  Chifhull,  in  April  1706,     In   1710,  he  took  a  bachelor    Uihedia 
of  divinity's  degree  ;  and,  two  years  after,  went  to  London,  to    '-^2°'  ^^°*'* 
be  lecturer  of  St.  Clement's  Danes.     He   afterwards  became 
lecturer  of  the  united  parifhes  of  Chrift  Church,  and  St.  Leo- 
nard's Fofter-Lane.     In  1716,  he  was  prefented  to  the  rec- 
tory of  Wrington  in  Somerfetifbire  ;  and  ihe  fame  year,  refign- 
ing  his  fellowfliip,  was  married  to  the  honorable  Mrs.  Lydia 
Hare,  fifter  to  the  lord  Colerane,   who  was  his  pupil  in  the 
univerfity.     Some  time  after,  he  was  eledlcd  canon  refiden- 
tiary  of  the  church  of  Wells  ;  in  which  he  alfo  bore  the  oflice 
offub-dean.     In  1719,  he  engaged  in  the  Bangorian  contro- 
verfy,  and  publiflied  upon  that  occafion,  "  A  Difcourfe  of  the 
<'  vifible  and  invifible  Church  of  Chrifl: :  In  which  it  is  fliewn, 
''  that  the  powers  claimed  by  the  officers  of  the  vifible  church, 
*'  are  not  inconfiftent  with  the  fupremacy  of  Chriit  as  head, 
"  or  with  the  rights  and  liberties  of  chriilians,  as  members  of 
*'  the  invifible  church."  8vo.     The  rev.  Dr.    Sykes  hav/ing 
publiflied  an  Anfwer  to  this  Difcourfe^  our  author   replied  to 
him  in,    "  A  Review  of  the  Difcourfe  of  the  vifible  and  invifl- 
«  ble  Church  of  Chrift." 

He  gained  much  credit  by  thefe  performances,  even  thofe 
who  were  againft  his  argument  allowing  him  good  parts  and 
an  excellent  pen  ;  and  the  univerfity  of  Oxford  made  a  public 
acknowledgment  of  their  opinion  of  his  meric,  by  conferring 
on  him  in  1721,  without  his  defire  or  knowledge,  the  degree 
of  dodor  in  divinity.     In  1726,  he  wa*,^  made  chaplain  to 
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the  late  king,  then  prince  of  Wales ;  and  about  the  fame  time 
appeared  in  defence  of  chriftianlty,  againfl:  the  attacks  of  Mr. 
Collins  in  his  "  Scheme  of  Literal  Prophefy."  Dr.  Rogers 
did  not  at  firft  profeiTedly  write  againft  the  Scheme,  but  pub- 
lifliing  in  1727  a  volume  of  fcrmons,  intitled,  "  The  Neceffi- 
«'  ty  of  Divine  Revelation,  and  the  truth  of  the  Chriftian 
"  Religion,  averted,"  he  prefixed  to  them  "  A  Preface 
*'  with  Remarks  on  the  Scheme  of  Literal  Prophecy.'* 
This  preface,  however,  in  the  opinion  of  his  friends, 
feemed  liable  to  fome  exception,  or  at  leaft  to  demand  a 
more  full  and  diftinct  explication;  and  he  received  a 
letter  upon  it  from  his  friend  Dr.  Nath.  Marftiall,  dated 
December  the  20th  1727.  He  endeavored  togivefatisfa£lion 
to  all  J  and  therefore,  Mr.  Collins  having  written  "  A  Let- 
"  ter  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Rogers,  on  occafion  of  his  eight  Ser- 
*'  mons  concerning  the  Neceility  of  Divine  Revelation,  and 
*'  the  Preface  prefixed  to  them,'*  our  learned  do£tor  publKhed, 
*'  A  Vindication  of  the  civil  Eftablifhment  of  Religion, 
"  wherein  fome  pofitions  of  Mr.  Chandler,  the  author  of  the 
"  Literal  Scheme^  &c.  and  an  anonymous  Letter  on  that  Sub- 
*'  je6l,  are  occafionally  confidered.  With  an  Appendi?r,  con- 
*'  taining  a  Letter  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Marfhall,  and  an  An- 
"  fwer  to  the  fame."  1728,  8vo. 

The  fame  year,  1726,  having  refigned  his  le£lure  of  St. 
Clement's  Danes,  he  retired  from  London,  with  an  intention 
to  fpend  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  the  country,  chiefly  at 
Wrington  :  but  he  had  not  been  there  long,  when  he  received 
an  ofFer  from  the  dean  and  chapter  of  St.  Paul's  of  the  vica- 
rage of  St.  Giles's  Cripplegate  in  London.  He  was  inftitu- 
ted  to  it  in  O6^ober  1728,  but  with  the  greateft  anxiety  and 
relutSlance ;  for  he  had  fethis  heart  upon  the  country,  and  was 
then,  as  he  had  always  been  from  his  youth,  remarkably  fond 
of  rural  exerclfes  and  diverfions.  He  did  not  enjoy  his  new 
preferment  above  fix  months  ;  for  he  died  the  ift  of  May 
1729,  in  the  50th  year  of  his  age.  He  was  burled  in  the 
parifli  church  of  Enfham,  where  a  handfome  monument  is 
ereded  to  his  memory :  his  funeral  fermon  was  preached  by 
Dr.  Marfhall.  After  his  deccafe,  fome  volumes  of  his  fermons 
were  publifhed  ;  and  two  trails,  viz.  "  Reafons  againft  Con- 
^'  verfion  to  the  Church  of  Rome,"  and  «'  A  Perfuafive 
"  to  Conformity  addrefTed  to  DifTenters,'*  never  before 
printed.  He 
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He  was  a  man  of  good  abilities,  and  an  excellent  writer, 
though  no  profound  fcholar,  nor  ambitious  of  being  thought 
one.  He  neither  col]e6led  nor  read  many  books  ;  being  per- 
fuaded,  and  indeed  juftly,  that  a  few  well  chvofen,  and  read  to 
good  purpofe,  ferve  infinitely  more  to  edification,  if  not  fo 
much  to  oftentation  and  parade.  We  are  told,  that  the  ju- 
dicious Hooker  and  the  in^^enious  Mr.  Norris  were  his  favo- 
rites;   and,    that  he   was   particularly   converfant   in   their 


ROHAULT  (Jamrs)  a  French  philofopher,  was  the 
fon  of  a  rich  merchant  at  Amiens,  and  born  there  in  1620. 
He  cultivated  the  languages  and  belles  lettres  in  his  own 
country,  and  then  was  fent  to  Paris  to  ftudy  philofophv.  He 
feems  to  have  been  a  lover  of  truth,  and  to  have  fought  it 
with  much  impartiality.  He  read  the  ancient  and  modern 
philofophers  ;  but  Des  Cartes  was  the  perfon,  who  ftruck 
him  mod.  He  became  a  zealous  follower  of  this  great  man, 
and  drew  up  an  abridgment  and  explanation  of  his  philofophy 
with  great  clearnefs  and  method.  In  the  preface  to  his  phy- 
fics,  for  fo  his  work  is  intltled,  he  makes  no  fcruple  to  fay, 
that  "  the  abilities  and  accompllfhrnents  of  this  philofopher 
*'  muft  oblige  the  whole  world  to  confefs,  that  France  is  at 
*'  leaft  as  capable  of  producing  and  raifing  men  verfed  in  all 
*'  arts  and  branches  of  knowledge,  as  ancient  Greece."  Cler- 
felier,  well  known  for  his  tranflation  of  many  pieces  of  Des 
Cartes,  conceived  fuch  an  afFe6lion  for  Rohault,  on  account 
of  his  attachment  to  this  philofopher,  that  he  gave  him  his 
daughter  in  marriage  againft  all  the  remonftrances  of  his  fa- 
mily. 

Rohault's  phyfics  were  written  in  French,  but  have  been 
tranflated  into  Latin  by  Dr.  Samuel  Clarke,  with  notes,  in 
which  the  Cartefian  errors  are  corrc(5led  upon  the  Newto- 
nian fyftem.  The  fourth  and  beft  edition  of  Rohaulti  Phyfi- 
ca  by  Clarke,  is  that  of  1718,  8vo.  Rohault  wrote  alfo  Ele- 
mens  de  Mathematiques,  a  Traite  de  Mechanique,  and  Entre-  clarke 
tiens  fur  la  Philofophie  :  but  thefe  dialogues  are  founded  and  ^^rnut 
carried  on  upon  the  principles  of  the  Cartefian  philofophy, 
which  was  erroneous  almofl:  in  every  thing  ;  and  has  now  no 
other  merit,  than  that  of  having  corredted  the  errors  of  the 
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ancients.     Rohaultdied  In  1675,  and  left  behind  him  the  cha- 
ra6^er  of  an  amiable,   as  well   as   a  learned  and  philofophic 


man. 


ROLLIN  (Charles)  a  Frenchman,  famous  for  elo- 
quence and  fkill  in  the  belles  lettres,  was  the  fecond  fon  of  a 
mafter-cutler  at  Paris  ;  and  was  born  there  the  30th  of  Ja- 
Hommes  nuary,  1661.  He  was  intended  as  well  as  his  elder  brother, 
Iliuftres,  for  his  father's  profeffion  ;  when  a  Benedi6line,  perceiving 
tom.XLIII.  jj^  j^jjYi  a  peculiar  turn  for  letters,  communicated  this  to  his 
mother,  and  preiTed  her  to  give  him  a  liberal  education.  The 
woman  was  a  widow,  and  had  nothing  to  depend  upon  but 
the  continuation  of  her  late  hufband's  bufinefs,  fo  that,  tho' 
her  will  was  good,  yet  the  thing  was  abfolutely  impra6):icable: 
however,  a  penfion  in  the  college  of  Eighteen  being  at  length 
obtained,  and  the  expsnce  of  his  bringing  up  thus  taken  out 
of  her  hands,  Rollin  was  fufFered  to  purfue  the  natural  bent 
of  his  inclinations.  He  diftinguiflied  himfelf  immediately  by 
his  parts  and  application,  and  eafily  obtained  the  firft  rank  a- 
mong  his  fellow-ltudents.  Many  ftories  are  told  to  his  ad- 
vantage in  this  refpe£l,  and  how  he  became  known  and 
efteemed  by  the  minifter  Pelletier,  whofe  two  eldeft  fons  were 
of  Rollings  clafs.  He  ftudied  rhetoric  in  the  college  of  PlefHs 
under  Mr.  Herfan  :  this  mafter  had  a  way  of  creating  emula- 
tion among  his  fcholars,  by  beftowingon  them  epithets,  each 
according  to  his  merit ;  and  is  faid  to  have  declared  in  public, 
thathe  knew  not  fufficiently  to  diftinguifh  the  young  Rollin 
otherwife,  than  by  giving  him  the  title  of  divine  :  and  when 
Herfan  was  afked  for  any  pieces  in  verfe  or  profe,  ht  ufed  to 
refer  them  to  Rollin,  "  who,  he  faid,  would  do  it  better  than 
*^  he  could." 

Mr.  Herfan  intended  Rollin  for  his  fucceffbr,  and  therefore 
firft  took  him  in  as  an  afliftant  in  1683,  and  afterwards^  in 
1687,  gave  up  the  chair  to  him.  The  year  after,  Mr.  Her- 
fan, with  the  king's  leave  and  approbation,  declined  the  pro- 
feflbrfhip  of  eloquence  in  the  royal  college  in  favor  of  his  be- 
loved difciple  Rollin,  who  was  admitted  into  it.  No  man 
ever  exercifed  the  fundlions  of  it  with  greater  eclat :  he  often 
made  Latin  orations,  to  celebrate  the  memorable  events  of  the 
times  j  and  frequently  accompanied  them  with  poems,  which 

were 
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^vere  read  and  eflecmed  by  every  body.  In  1694,  he  was 
chofen  redor  of  the  univerfity,  and  continued  in  that  ofEce 
two  years,  which  was  then  a  great  mark  of  diftindion.  By 
virtue  of  his  office,  he  fpoke  the  annual  panegyric  upon  Lewis 
XIV.  He  made  many  very  ufeful  regulations  in  the  univer- 
fity, and  particularly  re-animated  the  ftudy  of  the  Greek  lan- 
guage, which  was  then  growing  into  great  negle6l.  He  was 
a  man  of  indefatigable  attention,  and  trained  innumerable  per- 
fens,  who  did  honor  to  the  churcli,  the  ftate,  and  the  army. 
Thefirftpx-efidentPortailwaspleafed  oneday  to  reproach  Rollin 
in  a  jocular  ftrain,  as  if  he  exceeded  even  himfelf  in  doing  bu- 
Jinefs  :  to  whom  Rollin  replied,  with  that  plainnefs  and  fm- 
cerity  which  was  natural  to  him,  "  It  becomes  you  well, 
<'  Sir,  to  reproach  me  with  this  :  it  is  this  habit  of  labor 
"  in  me,  which  has  diftinguifhed  you  in  the  place  of  advo- 
"  cate  general,  which  has  raifed  you  to  that  of  firft  prefi- 
"  dent :  you  owe  the  greatnefs  of  your  fortune  to  me.'* 

Upon  the  expiration  of  the  re6torfhip,  cardinal  Noailles 
engaged  him  to  fuperintend  the  fludies  of  his  nephews,  who 
were  in  the  college  of  Laon  ;  and  in  this  office  he  was  agree- 
ably employed,  when,  in  1699,  he  was  with  great  reluctance 
made  coadjutor  to  the  principal  of  the  college  of  Beauvais, 
This  college  was  then  a  kind  of  a  defart,  inhabited  by  very 
few  ftudents,  and  without  any  manner  of  difcipline  :  but  Rol- 
lin's  great  reputation  and  induftry  foon  re-peopled  it,  and 
made  it  that  florifliing  fociety,  it  has  ever  fince  continued. 
In  this  fituation  he  continued,  till  1712  ;  when,  the  war  be- 
tween the  jefuits  and  the  janfenifts  drawing  towards  a  crilis, 
he  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  prevalence  of  the  former.  Father  Le 
Tellier,  the  king's  confefTor,  and  furious  agent  of  the  jefuits, 
infufed  into  his  mafter  prejudices  againft  Rollin,  whofe  con- 
nexions with  cardinal  de  Noailles  would  alone  have  fufficed 
to  have  made  him  a  janfenift  ;  and  on  this  account  he  loft  his 
fhare  in  the  principality  of  Beauvais.  No  man,  however, 
could  have  loft  lefs  in  this  than  Rollin,  who  had  every  thing 
left  him,  that  was  necedary  to  m^ike  him  happy  :  retirement, 
books,  and  quite  enough  to  live  on.  He  now  began  to  em- 
ploy himfelf  upon  Quiiitilian  ;  an  author,  he  juftly  valued, 
and  faw  negle6ted  not  without  uneafmefs.  He  retrenched  in 
him,  whatever  he  thought  rather  curious,  than  ufeful  for  the 
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infl:ru£lIon  of  youth  ;  he  placed  fummarles  or  contents  at  the 
head  of  each  chapter  j  and  he  accompanied  the  text  with 
fhort  feledl  notes.  His  edition  appeared  in  1 71 5,  in  two  vo- 
lumes i2mo.  with  an  elegant  preface  fetting  forth  his  method 
and  views. 

In  1720,  the  univerfity  of  Paris,  willing  to  have  a  head> 
fuitable  :o  the  importance  of  their  interefts,  in  the  then  criti- 
cal conjuncture  of  affairs,  chofe  Rollin  again  rector  ;  but  he 
was  difplaced  in  about  two  months  by  a  letter  de  cachet. 
The  univerfity  had  prefented  to  the  parliament  a  petition,  in 
which  it  protefted  againfl  taking  any  part  in  the  adjuftment  of 
the  late  difputes  ;  and  their  being  congratulated  in  a  public 
oration  by  Rollin  on  this  ftep  occafioned  the  letter,  which 
ordered  them  to  chuie  are6tor  of  more  moderation.  What- 
ever the  univerfity  m'ght  fufFer  by  the  removal  of  Rollin,  the 
public  was  probably  a  gainer  :  for  he  now  applied  hiinfelf  to 
compofe  his  excellent  treatife,  '*  Upon  the  manner  of  ftudy- 
*'  Ing  and  teaching  the  belles  lettres  :"  De  la  maniere  d'etu- 
dier  &  d'enfeigner  les  belles  lettres.  This  work  was  publifh- 
ed,  two  volumes  in  1726,  and  two  more  in  1728,  8vo.  and 
a  copy  of  it  was  prefented  to  bilhop  Atterbury,  then  in  baniih- 
ment,  who  thereupon  wrote  to  Mr.  Rollin  a  Latin  letter, 
which,  for  the  great  beauty  and  elegance  of  it,  for  the  juft 
idea  it  gives  of  our  author  and  his  writings,  and  for  the  curio- 
iity  of  the  letter  itfelf,  we  have  thought  worthy  of  being  infcr- 
ted  at  the  end  of  this  memoir. 

Encouraged  by  the  2;reat  fuccefs  of  this  work,  and  the  hap- 
py reception  it  met  with,  he  undertook  another  of  equal  ufe 
and  entertainment  :  and  that  was,  his  Hiftoire  Ancienne,  &c. 
or  "  Ancient  Hiftory  of  the  Egyptians,  Carthaginians,  Afly- 
*'  rians,  Babylonians,  Medes  and  Perfians,  Macedonians  and 
•'  Greeks,"  which  he  finifhed  in  thirteen  volumes  8vo.  and 
publifhed  between  1730  and  1738.  Mr.  Voltaire,  after 
having  obferved,  that  Rollin  was  "  the  firft  member  of  the 
"  univerfity  of  Paris,  who  wrote  French  with  dignity  and  cor- 
■ais'xiv.  *'  re<5tnefs,"  fays  of  this  work,  that  "  though  thelaft  volumes, 
*«  which  were  written  in  too  great  a  hurry,  are  not  equal  to 
**  the  firft,  it  is  ncverthelefs  the  beft  compilation  that  has  yet 
'*^  appeared  in  any  language  ;  becaufe  it  is  feldom  that  compi- 
'*  Icrs  are  eloquent,  and  Rollin  was  remarkably  fo."     Whild 
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the  lad  volumes  of  his  ancient  hiftory  were  printing,  he  pub- 
lilhedthe  firft  of  his  "  Roman  Hlftory  :'*  which  he  lived  to 
carry  on,  through  the  eighth  and  into  part  of  the  ninth,  to  the 
war  againft  the  Cimbri,  about  70  years  before  the  battle  of 
Actium.  Mr,  Crevier,  the  worthy  difciple  of  Rollin,  conti- 
nued the  hiftory  to  the  battle  of  AiStium,  which  clofes  the 
tenth  volume  ;  and  has  fmce  completed  the  original  plan  of 
Rollin,  in  fixteen  volumes  i2mo.  which  was  to  bring  it  down 
from  the  foundation  of  the  city,  to  the  reign  of  Conftantinethe 
great.  All  thefe  works  of  Rollin  have  met  with  univerfal  ap- 
probation, and  been  tranilated  into  feveral  languages. 

This  excellent  perfon  died  the  14th  of  September  1741. 
He  had  been  named  by  the  king  a  member  of  the  academy  of 
infcriptions  and  belles  lettres,  in  1701  :  but  as  he  had  not  then 
brought  the  college  of  Beauvais  into  repute,  and  found  he  had 
more  bufmefs  upon  his  hands,  than  was  coniiftent  with  a  de- 
cent attendance  upon  the  fun(Etions  of  an  academician,  he 
begged  the  privileges  of  a  veteran,  which  were  honorably 
granted  him.  Nevertheiefs,  he  maintained  his  connexions 
with  the  academy,  attended  their  aflemblies  as  often  as  he 
could,  laid  the  plan  of  his  Ancient  Hiftory  before  them,  and 
demanded  an  academician  for  his  cenfor.  Rollin  was  a  man 
of  an  admirable  compofition  :  very  ingenious,  confummate  in 
polite  learning,  of  rigid  morals,  and  great  piety.  He  was  ra- 
ther too  religious,  his  religion  carrying  him  into  the  territories 
of  fuperftition  ;  and  he  wanted  nothing  but  a  mixture  of  the 
philofophic  in  his  nature,  to  make  him  a  very  complete  per- 
fon. When  he  was  difcharged  from  the  recSiorfhip  in  1720, 
the  words  of  the  letter  de  cachet  were,  as  we  have  feen,  that 
the  univerfity  fhould  chufe  a  re6lor  of  more  moderation.  But 
that  was  hardly  poflible  :  for  nothing  could  be  more  benign, 
more  pacific,  more  fweet,  more  moderate,  than  Rollings  tem- 
per. He  (hewed,  it  muft  be  owned,  fome  zeal  for  the  caufe  of 
janfenifm  :  he  had  a  very  great  veneration  for  the  memory  of 
Abbe  Paris,  and  has  been  icen,  with  others,  to  vifit  his  tomb, 
in  the  church-yard  of  St.  Medard  at  Paris,  and  to  pay  hb  de- 
votions to  him  as  a  faint :  he  revifed  and  retouched  the  life  of 
this  Abbe,  which  was  printed  in  1730  j  he  tranflated  into 
Latin,  at  the  requeft  of  father  Q^iefnel,  the  proteftation  of 
this  faint ;  and  was  ailifting  in  other  works,  defigned  to  fup- 
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jport  janfenifm  :  and  on  thefe  accounts,  he  became  obnoxious 
to  the  jefuits  and  the  court.  It  fs  related,  that,  when  he  was 
one  day  introduced  to  the  minifter  cardinal  Fleury,  in  order 
to  prefent  him  with  a  volume  of  his  Roman  Hiilory,  the  mi- 
hifter,  very  uncivilly,  faid  to  a  head  officer  of  the  guards, 
*'  Sir,  you  ftiould  endeavour  to  convert  this  man  :"  to  whom 
Rollin  very  well,  and  yet  not  difrefpeiflfully,  replied,  *'  Oh, 
*'  my  lord,  the  gentleman  would  lofe  his  time  ;  I  am  an  un- 
*'  convertible  man."  If  we  will  excufe  this  little  zeal,  in  fa- 
Vor  of  fuperftition,  Rollin  was  in  all  refpecSs  a  moft  refped- 
able  perfon.  We  find  in  his  works,  generous  and  exalted  fen- 
timents,  a  zeal  for  the  good  of  fociety,  a  love  of  virtue,  a 
veneration  for  Providence,  and  in  fhort  every  thing,  though 
on  profane  fubje(£ls,  fandtified  with  a  fpirit  truly  religious  ;  fo 
that  it  is  impoffible  to  read  him,  without  feeling  ourfelves 
more  virtuous.  How  noble  his  reflexions  !  Right  reafon,  re- 
ligion, honor,  probity,  infpired  them  ;  and  we  can  never 
enough  admire  the  art,  which  has  made  them  appear  fo  na- 
,  turaL     This  is  Mr.  Voltaire's  eloge  on  Rollin  :  to  which  we 

may  add  the  teftimony  of  the  celebrated  poet  Roufleau, 
who  conceived  fuch  a  veneration  for  him,  that  he  came  out  of 
banlfhment  incognito  to  Paris,  on  purpofe  to  vific  and  pay  h!s 
refpe(3:s  to  him.  He  looked  upon  his  hiftories,  not  only  as 
the  beft  models  of  the  hiftoric  kind,  but  as  a  complete  fyftem 
of  politics  and  morals,  and  amoft  itiftru6live  fchool  for  princes 
as  well  as  fubje6ls  to  learn  all  their  duties  in. 

The  hiftorical  part  of  this  memoir  has  been  extracted  chiefly 
from  a  paper,  read  in  a  public  afiembly  of  the  academy  of  in- 
fcriptions  and  belles  lettres,  the  14th  of  November  1741,  by 
their  fecretary  Mr.  de  Boze,  and  printed  in  the  43d  volume  of 
Niceron's  Memoires,  &c.  We  now  fubjoin  bifhop  Atterbury's 
letter,  as  mentioned  above,  which  v/as  fent  to  Mr.  Rollin,  in 
return  for  the  prefent  of  his  "  Method  of  teaching  and  ftudy- 
*'  ing  the  Belles  Lettres  ;'*  and  is  as  follows. 

'*  Reverende  atque  Eruditiflime  Vir, 
"  1^  U  M,  monente  amico  quodam,  qui  juxta  aedes   tuas 
"  ^^  habitat,  fcirem  te  Parifios  revertifle ;  ftatui  falutatum 
*'  te  ire,  ut  primum  per  valetudinem  liceret.     Id  officii,  ex 
*'  pedum  infirmitate  aliquandiu  dilatum,  cum  tandem  me  im- 
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<^  pleturum  fperarem,  fruftra  fui  ;  doml  non  eras.  Reftat,  ut 
<'  quod  coram  exequi  non  potui,  fcriptis  faltem  Uteris  prae- 
*-'  ftem  i  tibique  ob  ea  omnia,  quibus  a  te  au6lus  fum,  bcne- 
"  ficia  grates  agam,  quas  habeo  certe,  k  Temper  hablturus 
"  fum,  maximas. 

"  Revera  munera  il!a  llbrorum  nuperis  a  te  annis  editoram 
"  egregia  ac  perhoiiorifica  mihi  vifa  funt.  Multi  enim  facio 
*'  &  te,  vir  praeftanriffime,  &  tua  omnia  quaecunque  In  lllo 
"  literarum  genere  perpollta  funt ;  in  quo  quidem  te  cseteris 
'*  omnibus  ejufmodi  fcriptoribus  facile  antecellere,  atque  efle 
"  eundem  &  dicendi  &  fentiendi  magiftrum  optimum,  prorfus 
*'  exiftimo :  cumque  in  excolendis  his  ftudiis  aliquantulum 
"  ipfe  &  operae  &  temporis  pofuerim,  libere  tamen  profiteer 
"  me,  tua  cum  legam  ac  relegam,  ea  edo«5l:um  effe  a  te,  non 
"  folum  quse  nefciebam  prorfus,  fed  etiam  quae  antea  didicilfe 
"  mihi  vifus  fum.  Modefte  itaque  nimium  de  ope'-e  tuo  (cn- 
*«  tis,  cum  juventuti  tantum  inftituendae  elaboratum  id  efle 
"  contendis  :  ea  certe  fcribis,"  quae  a  viris,  iftiufmodi  rerum 
"  baud  imperitis,  cum  voluptate  &  fru6lu  legi  pofTunt-.  Vete- 
"  ra  quidem  &  fatis  cognita  revocas  in  memoriam  ;  fed  ita 
"  revocas,  ut  illoftres,  ut  ornes  ;  ut  aliquid  vetuftis  adjicias 
''  quod  novum  fit,  alienis  quod  omnino  tuum  :  bonas  que  pic- 
"  turas  bona  in  luce  coilocando  efficis,  ut  etiam  iis,  a  quibus 
''  faepiffims  confpectie  funt,  elegantiores  tamen  folito  appa- 
"  reant,  &  placeant  magls. 

"  Certe,  dum  Xenophontem  faepius  verfas,  ab  illo  &  ea, 
*'  quae  a  te  plurimis  in  locis  narrantur,  &  ipfum  ubique  nar^- 
''  randi  modum,  videris  traxifle  ;  ftylique  Xenophontei  nito- 
"  rem  ac  venuftam  fimplicitatem  non  imitari  tantum,  fed 
'*  plane  aflequi :  ita  ut,  fi  Gallicc  fciflet  Xenophon,  non  alils 
"  ilium  in  eo  argumento  quod  tra6las  verbis  ufurum,  non 
"  alio  prorfus  more  fcripturum  judicem. 

'^  Haec  ego,  haud  aflentandi  caufa,  quod  vitium  procul  a 
*'  me  abeft,  fed  vere  ex  animi  fententia  dico.  Cum  enim 
''  pulchris  a  te  donis  ditatus  fim,  quibus  in  eodem  aut  in  alio 
"  quopiam  dodtrinae  genere  referendis  imparem  me  fentio,  vo- 
"  lui  tamen  propenfi  erga  te  animi  gratique  teftimonium  pro- 
*'  ferre,  &  te  aliquo  faltem  munufculo,  etfipcrquam  diflimili, 
^«  remunerare. 

«•  Perge, 
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*^  Perge,  vir  do6le  admodum  &  venerande,  de  bonis  11- 
"  teris,  quxnunc  neglecSljc  paflim  &  fpretae  jacent,  bene  me- 
*'  reri  :  perge  juventutem  Gallicam,  quando  illi  folummodo 
*'  te  utilem  effe  vis,  optimis  &  preceptis  &  exemplis  infor- 
•*  mare.  Quod  ut  facias,  annis  aetatis  tuae  elapfis  multos 
*'  adjiciat  Deus,  iifque  decurrentibus  fanum  te  pragftet  at- 
**  ^ue  incolumem.     Hoc  ex  animo  optat  ac  vovet 

*'  Tui  obfervantiflimus 

P'ranciscus  Roffensis. 

''  Pranfurum  te  mecum  poft  Fefta  dixit  mihi  amieus  ilJe 
*•  nofter,  qui  tibi  vicinus  eft.  Cum  ftatueris  tecum  quo  die 
*«  adfuturus  es,  id  illi  fignificabis.  Me  certe  annis  malifque 
**  debilitatum,  quandocunque  veneris,  domi  invenies.'* 

Five  editions  of  Rollin*s  works  are  printed  at  Paris  in  4to ; 
the  Belles  Lettres,  in  2  vol.  the  Hiftoire  Ancienn?,  in  6 
vol,  and  the  Hiftoire  Romaines,  in  8  vol. 

ROMANO  (Julio)  an  Italian  painter,  born  in 
1492,  was  the  greateft  artift,  and  moft  univerfal  painter,  of 
all  the  difciples  of  Raphael  :  was  beloved  by  him,  as  if  he 
had  been  his  fon,  for  the  wonderful  fweetnefs  of  his  temper; 
and  made  one  of  his  heirs,  upon  condition,  that  he  fhould 
affift  in  fmifhing  what  he  had  left  imperfect:.  Raphael  died 
in  1520,  and  Romano  continued  in  Rome  fome  years  after ; 
but  the  death  of  Leo  X,  which  happened  in  1522,  would 
have  been  a  terrible  blow  to  him,  if  Leo*s  fucceflbr  Hadri- 
an VL  had  reigned  above  a  year :   for  Hadrian  had  no  no- 

DRIAn"  ^^^"  °^  ^^^  ^"^  ^^^^'  ^"^  ^^^  ^^^  artifts  muft  have  ftarved  un- 
der his  difcouragement.  Clement  VII.  however,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  Hadrian,  was  a  different  kind  of  man :  he  encou- 
raged painters  and  painting  ;  and,  as  foon  as  he  was  chofeu 
pope,  fet  Romano  to  work  in  the  hall  of  Conftantine,  and 
afterwards  in  other  public  places.  But  his  principal  perfor- 
mances were  at  Mantua,  where  he  was  fent  for  by  the  mar- 
quis Frederico  Gonzaga  ;  and  indeed  his  good  fortune  di- 
redled  him  thither  at  a  critical  time  :  for,  having  made  the 
defigns  of  twenty  lewd  prints,  which  Marc  Antonio  en- 
graved. 
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graved,  and  for  which  Aretine  made  infcriptions  in  verfe, 
he  would  have  been  feverely  puniftied,  if  he  had  flayed  in 
Rome.  This  appeared  from  the  fate  of  Antonio,  who  was 
thrown  into  jail,  fufFered  hard  ufage,  and  would  have  loft 
his  life,  if  the  cardinal  di  Medicis  had  not  interpofed.  In 
the  mean  time  Romano  followed  his  bufmefs  at  Mantua, 
where  he  left  lading  proofs  of  his  great  abilities,  as  well  in 
architedture,  as  in  painting  :  for  he  made  his  name  illuftri- 
ous  by  a  noble  and  ftately  palace,  built  after  his  model,  and 
beautified  with  variety  of  paintings  after  his  defigns.  And 
indeed  in  archite<Slure  he  was  fo  eminently  fkilful,  that  he 
was  invited  back  to  Rome,  with  an  ofter  of  being  the  chief  . 
archite£l  of  St.  Peter's  church  ;  but  while  he  was  debating 
with  himfelf  upon  the  propofal,  death  carried  him  off,  as  it 
had  done  Raphael,  who  was  nominated  by  pope  Leo  X.  to 
the  fame  noble  office.     He  died  in  1546. 

This  painter  had  conceptions  more  extraordinary,  more 
profound,  more  elevated,  than  even  his  mailer  ,  but  not  fo 
natural.  He  was  a  great  imitator  of  the  ancients,  and  was 
deflrous  to  reftore  their  form  and  fabricks :  and  he  had  the 
good  fortune  to  find  great  perfons,  who  committed  to  him 
the  care  of  edifices,  veftibules,  and  porticos,  all  tetraftyles, 
xiftes,  theatres,  and  fuch  other  places,  as  are  not  now  in 
ufe.  He  was  wonderful  in  the  choice  of  attitudes  ;  but  did 
not  exadly  underftand  the  lights  and  fhades.  He  is  frequently 
harfli  and  ungraceful  :  the  folds  of  his  draperies  are  neither 
beautiful,  nor  great,  nor  eafy,  nor  natural,  but  all  extrava- 
gant, and  too  like  the  habits  of  fantaftical  comedians.  This 
is  the  judgment  of  Du  Frefnoy  :  we  add,  that  this  painter 
had  an  advantage  over  the  generality  of  his  order  by  his  painting, 
great  fuperiority  in  letters.  He  was  profoundly  learned  in  P*  "^* 
antiquity  ;  and  by  converfing  with  the  works  of  the  moll 
excellent  poets,  particularly  Homer,  had  made  hirnfelf  an 
abfolute  matter  of  the  qualifications,  necefiTarily  required  in 
a  grand  defigner. 

RON  SARD  (Peter  de)  a  French  poet,  of  a  noble  gayle'sdiA. 
family,  was  born  in  Vendomois,  the  fame  year  that  Fran- in  voce.— . 
cis  I.   was  taken  prifoner  before  Pavia ;   that  is,   in  1524.    w^cns 
This  circumftance  is  what  he  himfelf  affixes  to  the  time  of  deeS5avans, 

his  ^°»-'^- 
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hls  birth  ;  though  from  other  paiTages  in  him  it  might  be 
concluded,  that  he  was  not  born  till  1526.  He  was  brout^ht 
up  at  Paris  in  the  college  of  Navarre  5  but  taking  fome  dif- 
guft  to  his  ftudies,  he  became  a  page  of  the  duke  of  Or- 
leans. This  duke  refigncd  him  to  the  king  of  Scotland,  but 
took  him  again,  and  employed  him  in  feveral  negotiations. 
Ronfard  accompanied  Lazarus  de  Baif  to  the  diet  of  Spire  ; 
and,  in  his  converfations  with  that  learned  man,  conceived 
a  pafTion  for  letters.  He  learned  Greek  under  Dorat  with 
Antony  de  Baif,  the  fon  of  Lazarus  ;  and  afterwards  devoted 
himfelf  intirely  to  poetry,  in  which  he  became  illuftrious. 
The  kings  Henry  II,  Francis  II,  Charles  IX,  and  Henry  III, 
had  a  particular  efteem  for  him,  and  loaded  him  with  kind- 
nefFes.  In  1562,  he  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  fome  fol- 
diers  in  Vendomois,  and  made  all  the  {laughter  of  the  pro- 
feftants  in  his  power.  This  circumftance  gave  occafion  to 
the  publlfhing  fome  very  fatyrical  pieces  againft  him  at  Or- 
leans, and  in  which  he  was  rcprefented  as  a  prieft  :  but  he 
defended  himfelf  in  verfe,  and  denied  his  being  an  ecclefiaftic. 
The  truth  is,  he  had  fome  benefices  in  commendam,  and, 
among  others,  the  priory  of  St.  Cofmus  near  Tours  j 
where  he  died  in  1585.  Du  Perron,  afterwards  cardinal, 
made  his  funeral  oration  ;  and  a  noble  monument  was  erec- 
ted there  to  his  memory  four  and  twenty  years  after.  He 
was  afflitSled  in  a  dreadful  manner  with  the  gout,  which,  it 
is  faid,  was  owing  to  his  debauched  way  of  life.  He  wrote 
much  in  the  fmaller  way  of  ode,  hymn,  elegy,  fonnet,  epi- 
gram, &c  ;  and  there  are  a  great  number  of  amorous  po- 
ems in  his  works,  in  which  he  does  not  always  abftain  from 
obfcene  expreflions. 

Ronfard  is  allowed  to  have  had  an  elevated  genius,  and 
great  talents  for  poetry  ;  but  wanting  judgment,  art,  inftead 
of  perfecting  nature,  ferved  only  to  corrupt  it,  in  him.  He 
is  harfh  and  obfcure  to  the  laft  degree  ;  which  harflmefs  and 
obfcurity  would  be  more  excufable,  had  he  been  the  firfl, 
who  improved  the  French  poetry  :  but  he  might,  if  he  had 
pleafed,  have  feen  it  in  all  its  charms  and  natural  beauties, 
and  very  near  perfection,  in  Marot's  writings.  "  Marot's 
"  turn  and  ftile  of  his  compofitions  are  fuch,  fays  Bruyere, 
*'  chat  he  fcems  to  have  wrote  after  Ronfard:   there  is  hard- 
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<'  ly  any  difference,  except  in  a  few  words,  between  Marot 
*'  and  us.  Ronfard,  and  the  authors  his  contemporaries, 
"  did  more  diflervice  than  good  to  ftile  :  they  checked  its 
"  courfe  in  the  advances  it  was  making  towards  perfe6i:ion, 
<«  and  had  like  to  have  prevented  its  ever  attaining  it.  It  is 
*'  furprifing,  that  Marot,  whofe  works  are  fo  natural  and 
*'  eafy,  did  not  make  Ronfard,  who  was  fired  with  th^ 
*'  ftrong  enthufiafm  of  poetry,  a  greater  poet  than  either  Ron- 
*'  fard  or  Marot."  But  what  could  be  expeded  from  a  man, 
who  had  fo  little  tafte,  that  he,  called  Marot's  works,  but 
with  infinitely  lefs  propriety  than  Virgil  and  Ennius's,  a 
dunghill,  from  which  rich  grains  of  gold  by  induftrious 
working  might  be  drawn  ?  the  author  of  his  life,  who  relates  Binet,  Vie. 
this,  obferves  alfo,  that,  though  a  greater  poet,  he  was  a  ^^  Ronfard. 
very  bad  critic,  with  regard  to  his  own  works  ;  for  that,  in 
corre£ling  them,  he  erafed  the  beft  things.  Ronfard  had  far- 
ther an  intolerable  afFe61:ation  of  appearing  learned  in  his 
poems ;  and  by  allufions,  examples,  and  words,  drawn 
from  Greek  and  Latin,  made  them  almoft  unintelligible, 
and  very  ridiculous.  "  I  may  truly  affirm,"  fays  Muretus, 
who  wrote  a  commentary  upon  the  firft  book  of  his  amo- 
rous poems  ;  "  I  may  truly  affirm,  that  there  are  fome  of 
*'  his  fonnets,  which  could  never  have  been  underftood,  if 
"  he  himfelf  had  not  explained  them  either  to  me,  or  fome 
"  other  friend."  Boileau  cites  this  verfe  of  Ronfard,  as  a 
.  fpecimen  of  the  above  affectation  :  fpeaking  to  his  miflrefs, 
he  fays,  Eftes-vous  pas  ma  feule  entelechie,  "  are  not  you 
"  my  only  entelechia  ?"  Now  entelechia  is  a  word,  peculiar 
to  the  natural  peripatetic  philofophy,  the  fenfe  of  which 
does  not  appear  to  have  ever  been  fixed.  Hermolaus  Barba- 
rus  is  faid  to  have  had  recourfe  to  the  devil,  in  order  to  know 
the  meaning  of  this  new  term,  ufed  by  Ariflotle ;  who 
however  did  not  gain  the  information  he  wanted,  the  devil, 
probably  to  conceal  his  ignorance,  fpeaking  in  a  faint  and 
whifpering  fort  of  voice.  What  could  Ronfard's  miftrefs  Bayie's  diil. 
therefore,  or  even  Ronfard  himfelf,  know  of  it  ?  and,  what  '"  v°^« 
can  excufe  in  a  man  of  real  genius  the  littlenefs  of  thinking  rus.^^* 
a  word  fine  and  fublime,  and  the  low  afi^e^ation  of  ufing  a 
learned  term,  becaufe  in  truth  no  body  could  underftand  it  ? 
The  following  pafTage  of  Boileau  will  properly  conclude  our 
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account  of  this  poet  :  "  It  is  the  approbation  of  pofterity 
*«  alone,"  fays  that  admirable  critic  as  well  as  poet,  '«  which 
<'  muft  eftablifh  the  true  merit  of  works.  Whatever  eclat  a 
"  writer  may  make  during  his  life,  whatever  elogcs  he  may 
"  receive,  we  cannot  conclude  infallibly  from  this,  that  his 
"  works  are  excellent.  Falfe  beauties,  novelty  of  ftile,  and 
**  a  particular  tafte  or  manner  of  judging,  which  happens  to 
"  prevail  at  that  time,  may  raife  a  writer  into  high  credit 
««  and  efteem ;  and  in  the  next  age,  when  the  eyes  of  men 
«  are  opened,  that  which  was  the  object  of  admiration  fhall 
«'  be  the  object  of  contempt.  We  have  a  fine  example  of 
*'  this  in  Ronfard,  and  his  imitators,  Du  Bellay,  Du-Bar- 
*'  tas-,  Defportes,  who  in  the  laft  age  were  admired  by  all 
*'  the  world,    in  this  are  read  by  nobody." 

An  edition  of  Ronfard's  works  was  publifhed  at  Paris  1609, 
in  folio:  they  have  fmcebeen  reprinted  in  feveral  volumes, 
i2mo. 
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ROSCOMMON  (Wentworth  Dillon  carl  of) 
an  Englifh  poet,  was  born  in  Ireland,  while  the  government 
of  that  kingdom  was  under  the  firft  earl  of  Strafford  ;  to 
whom  he  was  related  by  his  mother,  and  from  whom  at  his 
baptifm  he  received  the  name  of  Wentworth.  He  was 
educated  in  the  proteftant  religion,  his  father  having  been 
converted  by  archbifhop  Ufher  from  the  communion  of  the 
church  of  Rome  ;  and  pafTed  the  years  of  his  childhood  in 
Ireland,  Then  he  was  carried  over  to  England,  and  placed 
at  the  earl's  feat  in  Yorkfhire,  under  the  tuition  of  Dr. 
Hall,  afterwards  bifhop  of  Norwich.  By  him  he  was  in- 
ftru6led  in  Latin  ;  and  without  learning  the  common  rules 
of  grammar,  which  he  could  never  remember,  attained  to 
write  in  that  language  with  claffical  elegance  and  propriety. 
When  the  cloud  began^to  gather  over  England,  and  the  earl 
of  Strafford  was  fmgled  out  for  an  impeachment,  he  was,  by 
the  advice  of  the  lord  primate  Ufher,  fent  to  finifh  his  edu- 
cation at  Caen  in  Normandy,  under  the  care  and  dire6l:!on 
of  the  learned  Bochart.  After  fome  years  he  travelled  to 
Rome,  where  he  grew  familiar  with  the  moft  valuable  re- 
mains of  antiquity,  applying  himfelf  particularly  to  the 
knowledge  of  medals,  which  he  gained  to  perfedion  j  and 
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he  fpokc  Italian  with  fo  much  grace  and  fluency,  that  he  was 
frequently  miftakcn  there  for  a  native. 

Soon  after  the  reftoration,  he  returned  to  England,  where 
he  was  gracioufly  received  by  king  Charles  II,  and  made  cap- 
tain of  the  band  of  penfioners.  In  the  gaieties  of  that  age, 
he  was  tempted  to  indulge  a  violent  paflion  for  gaming  j  by 
which  he  frequently  hazarded  his  life  in  duels,  and  exceeded 
the  bounds  of  a  moderate  fortune.  A  diiputc  with  the  lord 
privy  feal,  about  part  of  his  eftate,  obliging  him  to  revifit  his 
native  country,  he  rengned  his  poft  in  the  Englifh  court ; 
and  foon  after  his  arrival  at  Dublin,  the  duke  of  Or-  ^ 
mond  appointed  him  to  be  captain  of  the  guards,  Mrs.  Ka- , 
therine  Phillips,  in  a  letter  to  Sir  Charles  Cotterel  dated  at 
Dublin,  October   iq.  1662,  ftiles   him  ''  a   very  In2;enIoLS    Letters  of 

.  ^  ,,  1  1  .    1        ,  «     Gnnda  ta 

"  perfon,  of  excellent  natural  parts,  and  certamly  the  molt  Poliarchus, 
*'  hopeful  young  nobleman  in  Ireland."  However,  he  ftill  p-  79-  edit 
retained  the  fame  fatal  afFe6lion  for  gaming  ;  and  this  en- 
gaging him  in  adventures,  he  was  near  being  afTaffinated  one 
night  by  three  ruffians,  vi^ho  attacked  him  in  the  dark.  But 
he  defended  himfelf  with  fo  much  refolution,  that  he  dif- 
patched  one  of  them,  while  a  gentleman  coming  up  difarmed 
another  ;  and  the  third  fecured  himfelf  by  flight.  This  ge- 
nerous affiftant  was  a  difbanded  officer,  of  a  good  fami  y  and 
fair  reputation  ;  but  whofe  circumftances  were  fuch,  that  he 
"v^anted  even  clothes  to  appear  decently  at,  the  caftle.  But  his. 
lordfhip,  on  this  occafion,  prefencing  him  to'the^  duke  of 
Ormond,  obtained  his  grace^s  leave  to  refign  to  him  his  poit 
of  captain  of  the  guards  :  which  for  about  thtee  years  , the, 
gentleman  enjoyed,  and  upon  his  death  the  duke  returned  the 
Commiffion  to  his  o-enerous  benefadlor. 

The  pleafures  of  the  Plnglilh  court,  and  the  friendfhlps  he 
had  there  contradled,  were  powerful  mouves  for  his  return 
to  London.  Soon  after  he  came,  he  was  made  mafter  of  the 
horfe  to  the  duchefs  of  York  ;  and  married  the  lady  Frances, 
eldeft  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Burlington,  who  had  before 
been  the  wife  of  colonel  Courtney.  He  began  now  to  dif- 
tinguifli  himfelf  by  his  poetry  ;  and  about  this  time  projefted 
a  defign,  in  conjundion  with  his  friend  Mr.  Dryden,  for 
the  refining  and  fixing  the  ftandard  of  our  language.  But 
this  w^as  intirely  defeated  by  the  religious  commotions,   that 
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were  then  increafing  daily  ;  at  which  time  the  earl  took 
a  refolution  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  his  life  at  Rome,  tel- 
ling his  friends,  "  it  would  be  beft  to  fit  next  to  the  chim- 
*'  ney,  when  the  chamber  fmoaked.'*  Amidjfl  thefe  reflec- 
tions, he  was  feized  with  the  gout ;  and  being  too  impatient 
of  pain,  he  permitted  a  bold  French  pretender  to  phyfic  to 
apply  a  repelling  medicine,  in  order  to  give  him  prefent  re- 
lief; which  drove  the  diftemper  into  his  bowels,  and  fliortly 
put  an  end  to  his  life.  He  died  the  17th  of  January  1684, 
at  his  houfe  near  St.  James's  Weflminfter ;  and,  as  he  was 
expiring,  cried  out,  with  the  moft  intenfe  fervor  of  devo- 
tion, 

"  My  God,  my  Father,  and  my  Friend, 
"  Do  not  forfake  me  at  my  end. 

His  poems,  which  are  not  numerous,  are  printed  toge- 
ther in  the  firft  volume  of  the  works  of  the  minor  poets. 
His  "  Eflay  on  Tranflated  Verfe,*'  and  his  tranflation  of 
Horace's  Art  of  Poetry,  have  grea:  merit :  Mr.  Waller  ad- 
drefled  a  poem  to  his  lordftiip  upon  the  latter,  when  he  was 
feventy-five  years  of  age.  In  the  writings  of  this  nobleman 
we  view,  (ays  Mr.  Fenton,  the  image  of  a  mind  naturally 
ferious  and  folid,  richly  turniflied  and  adorned  with  all  the 
ornaments  of  art  and  fcience  ;  and  thofe  ornaments  unaffec- 
tedly difpofea  in  the  moft  regular  and  elegant  order.  His 
imagination  might  probably  have  been  more  fruitful  and 
fprightly,  if  his  judgment  had  been  Icfs  fevere  ;  but  that  fe- 
verity,  delivered  in  a  mafculine,  clear,  fuccin6l  {\:y\e,  con- 
tributed to  make  bini  fo  eminent  in  the  dida<5lical  manner, 
that  no  one  ever  exceeded  him  in  it.  He  was  a  man  of  an 
amiable  compofition,  as  well  as  a  good  poet ;  as  Mr.  Pope, 
in  his  ElTay  on  Criticifm,  hath  teftified  in  the  following  lines : 

<' Rofcommon  not  more  learn'd  than  good, 

"  With  manners  generous  as  his  noble  blood  : 

'«  To  him  the  wit  of  Greece  and  Rome  was  known, 

"  And  ev'ry  author's  merit  but  his  own. 

Ver.   727. 
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R  O  S  I N  U  S  (John)  a  German,  learned  in  antiquities, 
was  born  at  Eifenac  in  Thuringia  about  the  year  1550.  He  Nlceron 
was  educated  in  the  univerfity  of  Jena;  in  1579,  became 
fub-recStor  of  a  fchool  at  Ratifbon  ;  and  afterwards,  was  chofen 
minifter  of  a  Lutheran  church  at  Wickerftadt,  in  the  duchy 
of  Weimar.  In  1592,  he  was  called  to  Naumburg  in  Sax- 
ony, to  be  preacher  at  the  cathedral  church  ;  and  there  con- 
tinued till  1626,  when  the  plague,  feizing  the  town,  carried 
him  off.  He  was  a  very  learned  man,  and  the  author  of  fome 
works ;  the  principal  of  which  is,  Antiquitatum  Romano- 
rum  libri  decem,  printed  firft  at  Bafil  in  1583,  folio.  It  is 
a  very  ufeful  work,  and  has  gone  through  feveral  editions  ; 
the  later  of  which  have  large  additions  by  Dempfter.  That 
of  Amfterdam  1685  in  4to.  is  printed  with  an  Elzevir  letter, 
upon  a  good  paper,  and  has  the  following  title  :  Joannis 
Rofini  Antiquitatum  Romanarum  corpus  abfolutiffimum. 
Cum  notis  dodtiffimis  ac  locupletiffimis  Thomse  Dempfteri 
J.  C.  Huic  poftremae  edltioni  accuratiffimae  acceflerunt  PauU 
Manutii  libri  II.  de  Legibus,  &  de  Senatu,  cum  Andreas 
Schotti  Ele6lis,  i.  De  Prifcis  Romanis  Gentibus  ac  Famj- 
liis.  2.  De  Tribubus  Rom.  xxxv,  Rufticis  atque  Urbani§. 
3.  De  ludis  feftifque  Romanis  ex  Kalendario  Vetere.  Cum 
Indice  locupletiffimo,   &  a:neis  figuris  accuratillimis. 

ROUSSEAU  (John  Baptist)  an  illuftrious  French 
poet,  was  born  at  Paris  in  1669  :  he  was  the  Ton  of  a  (hoe- 
maker,  but  by  his  fme  talents  and  his  works  acquired  a  qua- 
lity, fuperior  to  that  which  he  had  by  birth.  His  father 
however,  being  a  man  of  fubftance,  gave  him  as  good  an 
education  as  he  could  ;  and  RoufTeau  foon  fhewed  himfelf 
worthy  of  it.  He  difcovered  early  a  turn  for  poetry,  which 
he  cultivated  all  his  life  long ;  and  at  twenty  years  of  age, 
wa^  diflinguiftied  fpr  fpnie  little  productions  in  this  way,  full 
of  elegance,  tafte,  and  fplnt.  In  1688,  he  attended  M.  de 
Bonrepos,  as  page,  in  his  embafly  to  the  court  of  Denmark  -g 
and  pafled  from  thence  to  England  with  marftial  Tallard,  in 
quality  of  fccretary.  Neverthelefs,  our  poet  had  fo  little  of 
avarice  and  ambition  in  his  nature,  that  he  had  no  notion  at 
all  of  making  a  fortune  i  and  he  actually  refufed  fome  places, 
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which  his  friends  had  procured  for  him.  In  1701,  he  was 
admitted  into  the  academy  of  infcriptions  and  belles  lettres. 
He  had  now  obtained  the  reputation  of  a  poet  of  the  firft  rank, 
expe6ted  a  place  in  the  French  academy,  and  was  in  hopes 
oF  obtaining  Boileau's  penfion,  which  was  going  to  be  va- 
cant ;  when  an  affair  broke  out,  which  obliged  him  to  quit 
his  country,  and  imbittered  his  whole  life  afterwards  with  a 
train  of  misfortunes.  It  is  impoflible  for  us  in  England  to 
clear  this  affair  up  :  it  never  was  cleared  up  even  at  Paris  ; 
nor  arc  the  French  agreed  about  it  to  this  day.  All  that  ap- 
peared is  this.  Some  verfes  full  of  refie6tions,  and  of  a  very 
exceptionable  nature  were  produced  23  Roufleau's  :  Roufleau 
denied  that  they  were  his,  but  maintained  them  to  be  forge- 
ries, contrived  for  his  ruin  by  thofe,  who  envied  and  hated 
him.  He  was  tried  in  form  ;  and,  by  an  arreft  of  parliament 
in  1 7 12,  baniflied  the  kingdom  for  ever.  Voltaire,  who  cer- 
tainly has  not  fhewn  himfelf  well  affedled  to  this  poet,  yet 
exprefles  himfelf  thus  upon  the  affair  of  his  banifhment : 
Siecle  de        "  thofe  couplets,   which  were  the  caufe  of  his  banifliment, 

Louis  XIV.    t,  ^j^j  ^j.g  jji^g  fevcral  which  he  owned,   muft  either  be  im- 
1  om.  II.  '         ,  . 

"  puted  to  him  ;  or  the  two  tribunals,  which  pronounced  (en- 

"  tence  upon  him,  muft  be  difhonoured.  Not  that  two  tri- 
^*  bunals,  and  even  more  numerous  bodies,  may  not  unani- 
''  moufly  commit  very  great  acts  of  injuftice,  when  a  fpirit 
"  of  party  prevails.  There  was  a  violent  party  againft  Rouf- 
«'  feau." 

He  withdrew  to  Switzerland,   where  he  found  a  protector 
in  the  count  de  Luc,  the  French  ambaffador  to  the  Helvetic 
body  ;   who  carried  him  to  Baden,  and  introduced  him  to 
J,  prince  Eugene,  who  was  there.   He  continued  with  the  prince, 
*till  the  conclufion  of  the  peace  at  Baden  ;  and  then,  accom- 
panying him  to  Vienna,   was  introduced  by  him  to  the  em- 
peror's court.     He  continued  here  three  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  he  might  have  returned  to  his  own  country,  fome  pow- 
erful frjends  offering  to  procure  letters  of  grace  for  recalling 
*him  ;  but  he  anfwered,  that  it  did  not  become  a  man  unjuftly 
oppreffed,  to  feal  an  ignominious  fentence  by  accepting  fuch 
terms  ;   and  that  "  letters  of  grace  might  do  well  enough  for 
*'' thofe  that  wanted  them,  but  certainly  not  for  him,   who 
*'  only  defired  juftice.'*    He  was  afterwards  at  Bruffels,  and 
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in  1 72  I  went  over  to  London  ;  where  he  printed  a  colleiEtlon 
of  his  poems,  in  two  volumes  4to.  The  profits  arifing  from 
hence  put  his  finances  into  good  condition  :  but,  placing  h;s 
money  with  the  emperor's  company  at  Odend,  which  failed 
foon  after,  he  was  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  relying  upon 
private  benefadlions.  The  duke  of  Aremberg  gave  him  the 
privilege  of  his  table  at  BrulTels  ;  and,  when  this  nobleman 
was  obliged  to  go  to  the  army  in  Germany  in  1733,  he  fettled 
on  him  a  handfome  penfion,  and  ailigned  him  an  apartment 
in  his  caftle  of  Enguien  near  Bruflels.  Roufieau,  lofing  af- 
terwards the  good  graces  of  the  duke  of  Aremberg,  as  he  had 
before  loft  thofe  of  prince  Eugene,  for  he  does  not  feem  to 
have  been  happily  formed  for  dependance,  liftened  at  length 
to  propofals  of  returning  to  France,  and  for  that  purpofe  went 
incognito  to  Paris  in  1739.  He  ftayed  there  fome  little  time; 
but  finding  his  affairs  in  no  promifing  train,  fet  out  for  Bruf- 
fels.  He  continued  fome  time  at  the  Hague,  whefe  he  was 
felzed  with  an  apoplexy  ;  but  recovered  fo  far,  as  to  be  re- 
moved to  Brufiels,  where  he  finifhed  his  unfortunate  life  the 
17th  of  March  1741.  He  declared  upon  his  death  bed,  as 
he  had  declared  to  the  celebrated  Rollin  at  Paris  a  little  be- 
fore, that  he  was  not  the  author  of  the  verfes,  which  oc- 
cafioned  his  banifhment ;  and,  as  he  had  always  a  ftrong 
fenfe  of  religion,  one  knofvs  not  how  to  difbelieve  him. 

His  executor,  conformably  to  his  intentions,  gave  a  com- 
plete and  beautiful  edition  of  his  works  at  Paris  1743,  in 
three  volumes  4to.  and  alfo  in  four  volumes  i2mo.  They 
contain  odes,  epiftles,  epigrams,  and  comedies,  in  verfe  , 
and  a  collection  of  letters,  in  profe.  Voltaire,  who  is  not 
fuppofed  to  have  done  juftice  to  Rouileau,  owns  however, 
that  "  his  odes  are  beautiful,  diverfified,  and  abound  with 
*'  images  ;  that  in  his  hymns,  he  equals  the  harmony  and  de- 
*'  votion  obfervable  in  the  fpiritual  fongs  of  Racine  ;  and,  j^h^/j  '^' 
''  that  his  epigrams  are  finiihed  with  greater  care  than  thofe 
<'  of  Marot.  He  was  not,  continues  the  critic,  fo  fuccefsful 
*'  in  operas,  which  require  fenfibility  ;  nor  in  comedies,  which 
*'  cannot  fucceed  without  gaiety*  In  both  thefe  qualities  he 
'*  was  deficient  j  and  therefore  failed  in  operas  and  come- 
*'  dies,  as  being  foreign  to  his  genius." 
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R  O  W  E  (Nicholas)   a  good  Englifli  poet,  was  tlie  Ton 

of  John   Rowe,    efq;  ferjeant  at   law;   and    born  at   Little 

Wellwood's    Berkford  in  Bedfordfhire  in  1673.     His  education  was  begun 

RoVe's    ^     ^t  a  private  grammar  fchool  in  Highgate  ;  from  whence  he 

"Tranfla-     was  foon  after  removed  to  Wellminftcr,   where  he  acquired 

« Lucan "     g^^^^  perle6tion   in  claffical   literature  under  the  celebrated 

3728,  in       Bufby.     To  his  fkill  in  Greek  and  Latin  he  is  faid  to  have 

S^eweiTs         added  fome  knowledge  of  the  Hebrew  ;   but  poetry  was  his 

JVieiroi^r?  of  early  bent  and  darling  fludy.     His  father,  defigning  him  for 

Rowe^Vre-   ^^^  ^^^  profcffion,  took  him  from  that  fchool,  when  he  was 

fixed  to  about  ftxtcen  years  of  age  ;   and  entered  him  a  ftudent  in  the 

*f  Mffcel-      Middle  Temple.     Being  capable  of  attaining  any  branch  of 

"laneous       knowlcdgc,  he  made  a  great  progrefs  in  the  law  ;  and  would 

•  WorJ^s.      (joubtlefs  have  figured  in  that  profeffion,   if  the  love  of  the 

belles  lettres,   and  of  poetry  in  particular,   had  not  flopped 

him.     When  he  was  five  and  twenty  years  of  age,  he  wrote 

his  firft  tragedy,  called  "  The  Ambitious   Step- Mother ;" 

and  this,  meeting  with   univerfal   applaufe,  made  him  lay 

afide  all  thoughts  of  rifing  by  the  law.     Afterwards  he  wrote 

thefe  following  tragedies,  ''  Tamerlane,   The  Fair  Penitent, 

''  UlyiTes,  The  Royal   Convert,    Jane  Shore,    Lady  Jane 

"  Grey ;"  and  a  comedy,  called  "  The  Biter,"  in  whkh  he 

was  not  equally  fuccefsful,  for  his  genius  did  not  lie  towards 

comedy.     He  wrote  alfo  feveral  poems  upon  different  fub- 

je6ls,  which  have  been  publifhed  under  the  title  of  "  Mif- 

*'  cellaneous  Works,"  in  one  volume  :  as  his  dramatic  works 

have  been  in  two.     Being  a  great  admirer  of  Shakefpear,   he 

gave  the  public  an  edition  of  his  plays,  and  alfo  prefixed  a 

fhort  account  of  his  life.     His   laft,    and  perhaps  his  bed 

poem,  is  his  "  Translation  of  Lucan,"  which  he  juft  lived  to 

finifh,  but  not  to  publifh  :   for  it  came  out  in  1728,  folio, 

ten  years  after  his  death. 

In  the  mean  time  the  love  of  poetry  and  books  did  not 
make  him  unfit  for  bufinefs  ;  for  no  body  applied  clofer  to  it, 
when  occafion  required.  The  duke  of  Queenfbury,  when 
fecretary  of  ftate,  made  Mr.  Rowe  fecretary  for  public  affairs. 
After  the  duke's  death,  all  avenues  were  flopped  to  his  pre- 
ferment 5  and  during  the  reft  of  queen  Anne's  reign,  he  pafTed 
his  time  with  the  mufes  and  his  books.     A  ftory  indeed  is 

told 


R    O    W    E.  183 

is  told  of  him,   which  fhews  that  he  had  Tome  acquaintance 
with  her  minifters.     It  is  faid,   that  he  went  one  day  to  pay   ^^^^^ .^^ ^*^'^" 
his  court  to  the  earl  of  Oxford,  lord  high  treafurer  of  Eng-   written  by 
land,   who  a(ked  him,  if  he   underdood  Spanifh  well  ?  He   ^on  Ore- 
anfwered,   no  :  but  thinking,  that  his  lordfiiip  might  intend   ans  and  sif- 
to  fend  him  into  Spain  on  fome  honourable  commiffion,  he   ^^^  ^^ 
prefently  added,  that  he  did  not  doubt  but  he  could  fhordy   Spain's  H- 
be  able  both  to  underftand  and  to  fpeak  it.     The  earl  ap-   hrdtan. 
proving  what  he  faid,  Mr.  Rowe  took  his  leave  ;  and  retiring 
a  few  weeks  to  learn  the  language,   waited  again  on  the  earl 
to  acquaint  him  with  it,     His  lordfhip  afking  him,  if  he  was 
.fure  he  underftood   it  throughly,   and   Mr.  Rowe  affirming 
that  he  did,  "  hov/  happy  are  you,  Mr.  Rowe,  faid  the  earl, 
"  that  you  can  have  the  pleafure  of  reading  and  underftand- 
"  ing  the  hiftory  of  Don  Quixote  in  the  original  ?"     Upon 
the  acceffion  of  George  I,    he  was  made  poet  laureat,  and 
one  of  the  land  furveyors  of  the  cuftoms  in  the  port  of  Lon- 
don.    The  prince  of  Wales  conferred  on  him  the  clerkfhip 
of  his  council  ;  and  the  lord  chancellor  Parker  made  him  his 
fecretary  for  the  prefentations.     He  did  not  enjoy  thefe  pro- 
motions long;   for  he  died  the  6th  of  December  1 7 18,  in 
the  45th  year  of  his  age. 

He  was  twice  married  :  had  a  fon  by  hjs  firll  wife,  and 
a  daughter  by  his  fecond.  He  was  interred  in  Weftminfter 
Abbey  over  againll  Chaucer  ;  and  Mr.  Pope  wrote  the  fol- 
lowing epitaph  for  a  tomb,  intended  to  be  erected  there  to 
his  memory  by  his  wife. 

*'  Thy  reliques,  Rowe,    to  this  fair  urn  we  truft, 

"  And  facred  place  by  Dryden's  awful  dufl. 

"  Beneath  a  rude  and  namelefs  ftone  he  lies, 

"  To  which  thy  tomb  (hall  guide  inquiring  eyes.  ' 

"  Peace  to  thy  gentle  fhade,   and  endlefs  reft  ! 

"  Bleft  in  thy  genius,  in  thy  love  be  bleft  ! 

*'  One  grateful  woman  in  thy  fame  fupplies, 

"  VYhat  a  whole  thanklefs  land  to  his  denies. 

ROWE  (Elizabeth)  an  Englifli  lady,  famous  for 
her  fine  parts  and  writings  in  verfe  and  profe,  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  Walter  Singer,  a  difTenting  miniiler  j  and  born 
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Mrs.Rowe's   at  Ilcheftcr  In  SomcrfctOiire,  September  the  nth  1674.  Her 

«  neoas         father  was  poPieflcd  of  a  competent  eftate   near  Frome   in 

"  vvorks/*    that  counay,  and  lived  thereabouts  ;  but  being  imprifoned  at 

life ),  e.fix-     Uchefter  for  nonconfoimity,   married  a  wife,   and   fettled  in 

ed,  1739,  in   that  town.  The  daughter  gave  early  fymptoms  of  fine  parts; 

g^o^     '         and,  as  her  ftrongeft  bent  was  to  poetry,   fhe  began  to  write 

verles,  at  twelve  years  of  age.     She  was  alfo  fond   of  the 

fifter-arts,    mufic  and  painting  ;   and  her  father  was  at  the 

expence  of  a  matter,  to  inrtru(St  her  in  the  latter.    "She  was  a 

warm  devotee,  fo  as  to  border  on  what  feme  might  call  en- 

thufiafm  ;   and  this  habit,  which  grew  naturally  from  confti- 

tution  in  her,  was  alfo  powerfully  confirmed  by  education  and 

example.     She  was  early  acquainted  with  the  pious  bifhop 

Ken  ;  and,  at  his  requeft,   wrote  her  paraphrafe  on  the  38th 

chapter  of  Job.     In  the  year  1696,  the  22d  of  her  age,  a 

col]e6Vion  of  her  poems  was  pubiifhed  :   they  were  intitled, 

"  Poems  on  feveral  occafions,  by  Philomela." 

She  underftood  the  French  and  Italian  tongues  well  :  for 
which  however  fhe  had  no  other  tutor,  than  the  honorable 
Mr.  Thynne,  fon  to  the  lord  vifcount  Weymoth,  who  kindly 
took  upon  him  the  tafk  of  teach'yig  her.  Her  fhining  merit, 
and  the  charms  of  her  perfon  and  converfatlon,  procured  her 
many  admirers  5  and  among  others,  it  is  faid  that  the  cele- 
brated Mr.  Prior  made  his  addrefTes  to  her.  Thef-e  was  cer- 
tainly much  of  friendfhip,  if  not  of  love,  betvveert  them  ; 
and  Mr.  Prior's  anfwer  to  Mrs.  Rowe's,  then  Mrs,  Singer's, 
pafloral  on  thofe  fubjeits,  gives  room  to  fufpe^t,  that  there 
?pe  Mrs.  was  foniething  more  than  frlendfhip  on  his  fide.  In  the  mean 
Singer's         ^\^q  ]\,4r  Thomas  RoAve,  a  o;entleman  of  uncommon  parts  and 

**  Paftoral        ,  .  ,     ir        r  r  i  r  » 

**  on  Love      Icarnmg,  and  alio  or  lome  talents  tor  poetry,  was  the  perfon 
*'  and  whom  Heaven  had  dthz^utd  for  her  :   for  this  gentleman,  be- 

"  fhip,"         i'^g  at  Bath  in  1709,   became  acquainted  with   Mrs.  Singer, 
printed  in      who  livcd  in  retirement  near   it,  and  commencing  an  amour 
Poems,  v/ith  nianled  her  the  year  after.     It  muft  needs  be  imagined,   that 
his  anfwer.    this  was  a  moft  happy  couple;  for,  fome  confiderable  time 
after  his  marriage,  he  wrote  to  her  under  the  name  of  Delia 
a  very  tender  ode,  full  of  the  warmeii  fentiments  of  connu- 
bial friendfhip  and  affeition.     But  as  whatever  is  exquifite, 
"  cannot  by  the  provifion  of  nature  be  lafling,  fo  it  happened 
here  3  for  this  worthy  gentleman  died  of  a  confumption  in 
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Mav  17 1 5?  3ged  28  years,  after  having  fcarcely  enjoyed  him- 
felf  five  with  his  amiable  confort.  The  elegy  Mrs.  Rowe 
compofed  upon  his  death,  is  defervedly  reckoned  among  the 
bell-  of  her  poems. 

It  was  only  but  of  a  regard  to  Mr.  Rowe,  that  fhe  had 
hitherto  borne  London  in  the  winter  feafon,  her  prevailing 
pailion  leading  her  to  folitude  :  upon  his  deceafe  therefore, 
fhe  retired  to  Frome,  where  the  greateft  part  of  her  fubftance 
lay,  and  from  which  flie  ftirred  afterwards  as  feldom  as  fhe 
could.  In  this  recefs,  fhe  wrote  the  greateft  part  of  her 
works.  Her  *'  Friendfhip  in  Death,  in  twenty  letters  from 
the  dead  to  the  living,"  was  publifhed  in  1728  ;  and  her 
"  Letters  Moral  and  Entertaining"  were  printed,  the  firft 
psrt  in  1729,  the  fecond  in  1731,  and  the  third  in  1733,  8vo. 
The  defign  of  thefe,  as  well  as  of  "  Friendfhip  in  Death," 
is,  by  fi6iitious  examples  of  the  molt  generous  benevolence 
and  heroic  virtue,  to  inflame  the  reader  to  the  pra61:ice  of 
every  thing,  which  can  ennoble  human  nature,  and  benefit 
the  world.  In  1736,  fhe  publifhed,  "  The  Hiflory  of  Jo- 
*'  feph  ;"  a  poem,  which  fhe  had  written  in  her  younger 
years.  She  did  not  Ions;  furvive  this  publication  ;  for  fhe  died 
of  an  apoplexy,  as  wasfuppofed,  the  20th  of  February  1736-7. 
In  her  cabinet  were  found  letters  to  feveral  of  her  friends, 
which  file  had  ordered  to  be  delivered,  immediately  after  her 
deceafe.  The  rev.  Dr.  Ifaac  Watts,  agreeably  to  her  requefl, 
revifed  and  publifhed  her  devotions  in  1737,  under  the  title  • 
of,  "  Devout  Exercifes  of  the  heart  in  Meditation  and  Soli- 
*'  loquy,  Fraife  and  Prayer;**  and,  in  1739,  her"  Mifcel- 
*'  laneous  Works  in  profe  and  verfe"  were  publifhed  in  two 
volumes,  8vo.  with  an  account  of  her  life  and  writings  pre- 
fixed. 

As  to  her  perfon,  fhe  was  not  a  regular  beauty,  yet  pof- 
fefTed  a  large  fhare  of  the  charms  of  her  fex.  She  was  of  a 
moderate  ftature,  her  hair  of  a  fine  colour,  her  eyes  of  a 
dark'fh  grey  iticlining  to  blue,  and  full  of  fire.  Her  com- 
ple6^ion  was  very  fair,  and  a  natural  blufh  glowed  in  her 
cheeks.  She  fpoke  gracefully,  |  her  voice  was  exceedingly 
fweet  and  harmonious  ;  and  flie  had  a  foftnefs  in  her  afpedl, 
which  infpired  love,  yet  not  without  fome  mixture  of  that 
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awe  and  venefatlon,  which   diftlnguillied  fcnfe  and  virtue, 
apparent  in  her  countenance,  are  wont  to  create. 

RUBENS  (Sir  Peter  Paul)  the  prince  of  the  Fle- 
mifh  painters,  was  born  in  1577  at  Cologne  ;  whither  his 
father  John  Rubens,  counfelior  in  the  fenate  of  Antwerp, 
had  been  driven  by  the  civil  wars.  The  finenefs  of  his  parts, 
and  the  care  that  was  taken  in  his  education,  made  every 
thing  eafy  to  him  :  but  he  had  not  refolved  upon  any  profef- 
fion,  when  his  father  died  ;  and  the  troubles  in  the  Nether- 
lands abating,  his  family  returned  to  Antwerp.  He  conti- 
nued his  ftudies  there  in  the  belles  lettres,  and  at  his  leifure 
hours  diverted  himfelf  with  defigning.  His  mother,  per- 
ceiving in  him  an  inclination. to  this  art,  permitted  him  to 
place  himfelf  under  Adam  van  Moort  firft,  and  Otho  Venius 
after ;  both  which  matters  he  prefently  equalled.  He  only 
wanted  to  improve  his  talent  by  travelling,  and  for  this  pur- 
pofe  went  to  Venice  ;  where,  in  the  fchool  of  Titian,  he 
perfedted  his  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  colouring.  Af- 
terwards he  went  to  Mantua,  and  ftudied  the  works  of  Julio 
Romano  j  and  from  thence  to  Rome,  where  with  the  fame 
care  he  applied  himfelf  to  the  contemplation  of  the  antique, 
the  paintings  of  Raphael,  and  every  thing  that  might  con- 
tribute to  finifh  him  in  his  art.  What  was  agreeable  to  his 
goutj  he  made  his  own,  either  by  copying,  or  making  reflec- 
tions upon  it  ;  and  he  generally  accompanied  thofe  reflections 
with  defigns,  drawn  with  a  light  firoke  of  his  pen. 

He  had  been  (even  years  in  Italy,  when,  receiving  advice 
that  his  mother  was  ill,  he  took  poft,  and  returned  to  Ant- 
werp :  but  (he  died  before  his  ariival.  Soon  after  he  mar- 
ried ;  but  lofing  his  v/ife  at  the  end  of  four  years,  he  left 
Antwerp  for  fome  time,  and  endeavoured  to  divert  his  forrow 
by  a  journey  to  Holland  ;  where  he  vifited  Hurtort  at  Utrecht, 
for  whom  he  had  a  great  value.  He  married  a  fecond  wife, 
who  was  a  prodigious  beauty,  and  helped  him  very  much  in 
the  figures  of  his  women.  His  reputation  being  now  fpread 
all  over  Europe,  queen  Mary  of  Medicis,  wife  of  Henry  IV. 
of  France,  invited  him  to  Paris  ;  whither  he  went,  and 
painted  the  Luxemburg  galleries.  Here  the  duke  of  Buck- 
ingham became  acquainted  with  him,  and  was  fo  taken  with 
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his  foiid  and  penetrating  parts,  as  well  as  fkill  In  his  profef- 
fion,  that  he  is  faid  to  have  recommended  him  to  the  infanta 
Ifabella,  who  fent  him  her  ambafTador  into  England,  to  ne- 
gotiate a  peace  with  Charles  1.  in  1630.  He  concluded  the 
treaty,  and  painted  the  banquetting  houfe  ;  for  which  laft  af- 
fair the  king  paid  him  a  large  fum  of  money,  and,  as  he  was 
a  man  of  merit,  knighted  him.  He  was  an  intimate  friend 
of  the  duke  of  Buckingham  ;  and  he  fold  the  duke  as  many 
pidures,  ftatues,  medals  and  antiques,  as  came  to  looool. 
He  returned  to  Spain,  where  he  was  magnificently  rewarded 
by  Philip  IV,  for  the  fervices  he  had  done  him.  Going  foon 
after  to  Flanders,  he  had  the  poft  of  fecretary  of  ftate  con- 
ferred on  him  ;  but  did  not  leave  oft"  his  profefnon.  He  died 
in  1640,  leaving  vaft  riches  behind  him  to  his  children  ;  of 
whom  Albert,  the  eldeft,  (ucceeded  him  in  the  office  of  fe- 
cretary of  ftate  in  Flanders. 

The  genius  of  this  painter  was  lively,  free,  noble  and  uni- 
verfal.     His  gufto  of  defign  favors  fomewhat  more  of  the  Fle- 
ming, than  of  the  beauty  of  the  Antique  ;  becaufe  he  ftayed 
not  long  in  Rome  :   and  though  connoifleurs   obferve  in  all 
his  paintings  fomewhat  of  great  and  noble,  yet  it  is  confefted, 
that,  generally  fpeaking,  he  defigned  not  corredly.     For  all    v 
the  other  parts  of  painting,  he  was  as  abfolute  a   mafter  of 
them,   and  poflefled   them  all  as  thoroughly,    as  any  of  his 
predeceflbrs  in  that  noble  art.     In  fliort,   he  may  be  conft- 
dered  as  a  rare  accorapliftied  genius,    fent  from  heaven  to  in- 
ftru(Sl  mankind  in  the  art  of  painting.     This  is  thejuitrmcnt 
of  Du  Frefnoy  upon  him.     But  befides  his  talent  in  paint'  j^r,  ^  ^^     ,     ' 
and  his  admirable  fkill  in  architecture,  which  difplays  it  elf  in   A^-t  of  Paint- 
the   feveral  churches  and  palaces,   built  after  his  defio-ns  at   '"■§■' P-^3*'. . 

^  '-'  Lionc«  1710*'' 

Genoa,  he  was  a  perfon  pofiefted  of  all  the  ornaments  and  8vo. 
advantages,  that  can  render  a  man  valuable  :  was  univerfally 
karned,  fpoke  feveral  languages  very  perfecSlly,  V/as  well 
read  in  hiftory,  and  withal  an  excellent  ftatefman.  His  ufual 
abode  was  at  Antwerp  ;  where  he  built  a  fpacious  apartment, 
in  imitation  of  the  Rotunda  at  Rome,  for  a  noble  colleclion 
of  pictures,  which  he  had  purchafed  in  Italy  ;  and  fome  of 
which,  as  we  have  obferved,  he  iold  to  the  duke  of  Bu-  ic- 
ingham.  He  lived  in  the  higheft  efteeni,  reputation,  and 
grandeur  imaginable ;  Was  as  great  a  J^atron,   as  mafter,  of 
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Fiis  art ;  and  Co  much  admired  all  over  Europe  for  his  many 
fmgular  endowments,  that  no  ftranger  of  any  quality  could 
pafs  through  the  Low-Countries,  without  feeing  a  man,  of 
whom  they  had  heard  To  much. 

His  fchcol  was  full  of  admirable  difciples,  among  whom 
Van  Dyck  was  he,  who  beft  comprehended  all  the  rules  and 
general  maxims  of  his  mafter ;  and  who  has  even  excelled 
him  in  the  delicacy  of  his  colouring,  and  in  his  cabinet- 
pieces  :  but  his  gufto  in  the  defigning  part  was  nothing  bet- 
ter, than  that  of  Rubens. 

RUE  (Charles  de  la)  a  French  orator  and  poet,  was 
born  at  Paris  in  1643,  ^"^  ^^^^  "P  ^n^ong  ^he  jefuits.  He 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  early  by  fine  parts'^  and  fkill  in  polite  li- 
terature ;  and  a  Latin  poem,  which  he  compofed  in  1667 
upon  the  conquerts  of  Lewis  XIV,  was  thought  fo  excellent 
a  piece,  that  the  celebrated  Peter  Corneille  tranilated  it  into 
French,  and  prefented  it  to  the  king ;  apologizing  at  the 
fame  time,  for  not  being  able  to  convey  to  his  majefty  the 
beauties  of  the  original.  Thus  de  la  Rue  was  introduced  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  public  with  great  eclat ;  and  the  king 
fhewed  him  fmgular  refpecl  ever  after.  He  was  one  of  thofe, 
who  had  the  care  of  the  editions,  of  the  claffics,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  dauphin  ;  and  Virgil  was  allotted  to  him,  which  he 
publifned  with  good  notes,  and  an  exa61:  life  of  the  author, 
in  1675,  4to.  He  publifhed  panegyrics,  funeral  orations  and 
fermoi  s,  which  ftiew  him  to  have  been  a  very  great  orator  : 
his  mafter-piece  is  a  funeral  oration  for  the  prince  of  Lux- 
embourg. There  are  alfo  tragedies  of  his  writing  in  Latin 
and  French,  which  had  the  approbation  of  Corneille  ;  and 
therefore  muft  have  made  him  pafs  for  no  ordinary  poet.  He 
died  in  1725,  aged  82  years. 

Befides  this  jefuit,  there  was  another  Charles  de  la  Rue, 
a  Benedidine  monk,  born  in  1685  ;  and  who  became  fo 
deeply  learned  in  the  Greek  and  Hebrew  languages,  and  in 
divinity,  that  the  celebrated  Bernard  de  JMontfaucon  took 
him  into  his  friendfhip,  and  made  him  an  aflbciate  with  him 
in  his  ftudies.  Montfaucon  had  publifhed,  in  1713,  the  re- 
mains of  Origen's  Hexapla  ;  and  was  very  defirous,  that  an 
cxaa  and  compleat  edition  (bould  be  given  of  the  whole  works 
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of  this  illuftrlous  father.  His  own  engagements  not  permit* 
ing  him,  he  prevailed  with  de  la  Rue,  whofe  abilities  and 
learning  he  knew  to  be  very  fufficient  for  the  v/ork,  to  un- 
dertake it  :  and  accordingly  two  volumes  were  publifhed  by 
him,  in  1733,  folio,  with  proper  prefaces  and  ufeful  notes. 
A  third  volume  was  ready  for  the  prefs,  when  de  la  Rue  died 
in  1739  ;  and  though  it  was  publifhed  afterwards,  yet  the 
edition  of  Origen  was  not  quite  compleated,  fome  remaining 
pieces,  together  with  the  Origeaiana  of  Huetius,  being  in- 
tended for  a  fourth  volume. 
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RUIN  ART  (Thierry)  a  French  theologian,  was 
born  at  Rheims  in  1657,  and  became  a  Benedicline  monk 
in  1674.  He  ftudied  the  fcriptures,  the  fathers  and  eccle{i>- 
aftic  writers,  in  fo  mafterly  a  way,  that  the  learned  Mabil- 
lon  chofe  him  for  a  companion  in  his  literary  labours.  He 
{hewed  himfelf  not  unworthy  of  the  good  opinion  Mabillon 
had  conceived  of  him,  when  he  publifhed  in  1689,  AB's. 
Primorum  Martyrum  Sincera,  &c.  4to.  meaning  the  martyrs 
of  the  four  firft  centuries.  In  a  preface  to  this  work,  he 
endeavours  to  refute  a  notion,  which  our  learned  Dodwell 
had  advanced  in  a  piece  de  paucitate  martyrum,  inferted  a- 
mong  his  DilTertationes  Cyprianicas.  A  new  edition  of  this 
work,  with  alterations  and  additions,  was  printed  in  1713, 
folio.  Ruinart  publiflied  other  learned  works,  and  afH^^ei 
Mabillon,  whom  he  furvived,  and  whofe  life  he  wrote,  m 
the  publication  of  the  a6ts  of  the  faints,  and  annals  of  thtir 
order.  He  gave  alfo  an  edition  of  the  works  of  Gregory  of 
Tours,  at  Paris  1699,  in  folio.  When  Mabillon  died  in 
1707,  he  was  appointed  to  continue  the  work,  he  had  jointly 
labored  with  him  ;  upon  which  he  travelled  to  Champagne, 
in  queft  of  new  memoirs,  but  died,  while  he  was  out,  in 
1709. 

RUSHWORTH  (John)  an  Englifli  gentleman,  and 
author  of  ufeful  Hijioricel  Cotiecfions^  was  of  an  ancient  fa^ 
mily,  and  born   in  Northumberland   about  the   year  1607- 
Towards  the  end  of  James  Ift's  reign,   he  was  a  ftudent  in   ^  i{  p.846. 
the  univerfity  of  Oxford  ;    but  left  it  foon,  and  entered  him-   e<^it.  1721, 
felf  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  where  he  became  a  barrifler.    But  his 
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humour  leading  him  more  to  ftate-a.ffkirs  than  the  commoa 
law,  he  began  early  to  take,  in  characters  or  fhort-hand, 
fpeeches  and  paflages  at  conferences  iq  parliament,  and  from 
the  king^s  own  mouth  what  he  fpake  to  both  houfes  ;  and 
was  upon  the  ftage  continually  an  eye  and  ear  witnefs  of  the 
greateft  tranfaCtions.  He  did  alfo  perfonally  attend  and  ob- 
ferve  all  occurrences  of  moment,  during  eleven  years  inters 
val  of  parliament  from  1630  to  1640,  in  the  ftar  chamber, 
court  of  honour,  and  exchequer  chamber,  when  all  the 
judges  of  England  met  there  upon  extraordinary  cafes  -,  and 
at  the  council  table,  when  great  caufes  were  tried  before  the 
king  and  council.  And  when  matters  were  agitated  at  a 
great  diftance,  he  was  there  alfo;  and  went  on  purpofe  out 
of  curiofity  to  fee  and  obferve  what  was  doing,  at  the  camp 
at  Berwick,  at  the  light  at  Newborn,  at  the  treaty  at  Rip- 
pon,  and  at  the  great  council  at  York. 

In  1 640,  he  was  chofen  an  alTiftant  to  Flenry  Elfynge,  efqj 
clerk  of  the  houfe  of  commons  ;  by  which  means  he  became 
acquainted  with  the  debates  in  the  houfe,  and  privy  to  their 
proceedings.  The  houfe  repofed  fu.ch  confidence  in  him,  that 
they  entrufted  him  with  their  weightieft  affairs  ;  particularly, 
in  conveying  meffages  and  addrelles  to  the  king  while  at 
York  :  between  which  place  and  London,  though  150  com- 
puted miles,  lie  is  faid  to  have  rode  frequently  in  twenty- 
four  hours.  In  1643,  he  took  the  covenant ;  and,  when 
fir  Thomas  Fairfax,  who  was  his  near  relation,  was  appoint- 
ed general  of  the  parliament-forces,  he  was  made  his  fecre- 
tary  :  in  which  ofHce  he  did  great  fervices  to  his  mafter.  Irj 
1649,  attending  lord  Fairfax  to  Oxford,  he  was  created  maf- 
ter  of  arts,  as  a  member  of  Queen's  college ;  and  at  the 
^  fame  time  was  made  one  of  the  delegates,  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  the  affairs,  depending  between  the  citizens  of  Ox- 
ford and  the  members  of  that  univerfity.  Upon  lord  Fair- 
fax's laying  down  bis  commiflion  of  general,  Mr.  Rufli- 
worth  went  and  refided  for  fome  time  in  Lincoln's  Inn  ;  and 
being  in  much  efteem  with  the  prevailing  powers,  he  was  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  committee  in  January  165 1-2,  to  confult 
about  the  reformation  of  the  common  law.  In  1658,  he 
was  chofen  one  of  the  burgeflfes  for  Berwick  upon  Tweed, 
to  ferve  in  the  protedor  Richard's  parliament :    and  was 
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again  chofen  for  the  fame  place  in  the  healing  parliament, 
which  met  April  the  25th,  1660. 

After  the  refloration  he  prefented  to  the  king  feveral  of  the 
privy  council's  books,  which  he  had  preferved  from  ruin  du- 
ring the  late  difl:ra(5i:ions  ;  but  does  not  appear  to  have  re- 
ceived any  other  reward  than  thanks,  which  was  given  him  by 
the  clerk  of  the  council  in  his  majefty's  name.  Sir  Orlando 
Bridgman,  lord  keeper  of  the  great  feal,  appointed  him  his  fe- 
cretary  in  1677,  and  continued  him  in  that  office,  as  long  as 
he  kept  the  feals.  In  1678,  he  was  a  third  time  ele(5led 
burgefs  for  Berwick,  as  he  was  in  the  fucceeding  parliament  in 
1679,  ^^^  afterwards  for  the  Oxford  parliament.  Upon  the 
dlflblutionofthis,  he  lived  in  the  utmoft  retirement  andobfcu- 
rity  in  Weftminfter.  He  had  had  many  opportunities  of  en- 
riching himfelf,  at  leaft  of  obtaining  a  comfortable  fubfiftence; 
but,  either  thro*  carelefsnefs  or  extravagance,  he  never  be- 
came mafter  of  any  confiderablc  pofieflions.  At  length  being 
arrefled  for  debt,  he  was  committed  to  the  King's  Bench 
prifon  in  Southwark,  where  he  dragged  on  the  laft  fix  years 
of  his  life  in  a  miferable  condition;  having  greatly  loft  the 
uCe  of  his  underftanding  and  memory,  partly  by  age,  and 
partly  by  drinking  ftrong  liquors  to  keep  up  his  fpirits.  Death 
releafed  him  the  12th  of  May,  1690.  He  had  feveral  daugh- 
ters, one  of  whom  was  married  to  Sir  Francis  Vane. 

His  '*  HiftoricaJ  Colle6lions  of  private  PafTages  in  State, 
*'  weighty  Matters  in  Law,  remarkable  Proceedings  in  parlia- 
'*  ment,"  were  publiflied  at  different  times,  in  folio.  The 
firft  part,  from  the  year  16 18  to  1629,  was  publifhed  in  1659. 
The  copy  had  been  prefented  to  Oliver  Cromwell,  when  he 
was  prote£tor ;  but  he,  having  no  leifure  to  perufe  it,  recom- 
mended it  to  Mr.  Whitelock»  who  running  it  over  made  fome 
alterations  and  additions.  The  fecond  part  appeared  in  1680,  v/hlte- 
the  third  in  1692  ;  and  the  fourth  and  laft,  which  extends  to  ^o^^y  Mc- 
the  year  1648,  in  1701.  All  the  feven  volumes  were  re-  566^^*^" 
printed  together  in  1721,  and  the  trial  of  the  earl  of  Stafford, 
which  makes  the  whole  eight  volumes.  This  work  has  been 
highly  extolled  by  fome,  and  as  much  condemned  by  others. 
All,  who  have  been  averfe  to  king  Charles  I.  and  his  meafures, 
have  highly  extolled  it;  all,  who  have  been  favorers  of  that 
king  and  his  caufe,  have  rcprefented  it  as  extremely  partial, 

and 
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and  dircredlted  it  as  much  as  pofTible.  But  the  perfcHi  who 
proferted-ly  fet  himfelf  to  oppofe  it,  and  to  ruin  its  credit,  was 
Dr.  JohnNalion  of  Cambridge  j  who  publifhed,  by  the  fpe- 
cial  command  of  king  Charles  II,  "  An  impartial  Collection 
*'  of  the  great  Affairs  of  State,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
"  Scotch  rebellion  in  the  year  1639,  to  the  murder  of  king 
*'  Charles  I.  wherein  the  firft  occafions,  and  whole  feries  of 
"  the  late  troubles  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  are 
"  faithfully  reprefented.  Taken  from  authentic  records,  and 
*'  methodically  digefted."  The  title  promifes  to  bring  the 
hiftory  down  to  the  murder  of  Charles  I.  but  Dr.  Nalfon 
lived  only  to  put  out  two  volumes  in  folio,  1682,  and  1683, 
which  brmgs  it  no  lower  than  January  1 641-2.  He  profefTes 
in  the  introdu6lion  to  this  work,  "  to  make  it  appear,  that 
"  Mr.  RuQi worth  hath  concealed  truth,  endeavoured  to  vin- 
*'  dicate  the  prevailing  detradions  of  the  late  times,  as  well  as 
*^  their  barbarous  adlions,  and,  with  a  kind  of  a' rebound,  to 
^'  libel  the  government  at  fecond  hand  :"  and  fo  far  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  his  aim  and  defign  was  to  decry  the  condu(!i  of  the 
court,  and  to  favor  the  caufe  of  the  parliament ;  for  which 
reafon  it  is  eafy  to  conceive,  that  he  would  be  more  forward 
•to  admit  into  his  colle£lIons,  what  made  for,  than  what  made 
againft  that  purpofe.  But  it  does  not  appear,  nor  is  it  pretend- 
ed, that  Mr«  Rufhworth  has  wilfully  omitted,  or  rnifrepre- 
fente.l,  facts  or  fpeeches  ;  or,  that  he  has  fet  forth  any  thing 
but  the  truih,  though  he  may  not  fometimes  have  fet  forth  the 
whole  truth,  as  is  the  duty  of  an  impartial  hiftorian  :  fo  that 
his  collc(Slions  cannot  be  withc/ut  great  ufe,  if  it  be  only  to  pre- 
fent  us  with  one  fide  of  the  queftion. 

He  publifhed  alfo  in  1680,  "  The  Tryal  of  Thomas  Earl 
*'  of  StrafFord,  Sec.  to  which  is  added  a  fliort  account  of  fome 
'' other  matters  offadt,  tranfadted  in  both  houfes  of  parlia- 
*'  ment,  precedent,  concomitant,  and  fubfequent  to  the  faid 
^'  tryal,  with  fome  fpecial  arguments  in  law  relating  to  a  Bill 
''  of  Attainder,"  folio. 

Niceron,  R  U  Y  S  C  H  (  Frederic  )  one  of  the  e:reateft  anatomifts, 

t    "VXXITT  . 

'    that  ever  appeared  in  Holland,  was  the  fon  of  Henry  Ruyfch, 
commilTary  of  the  States  General  j    and    was  born   at    th&. 
Hague,  the  23d  of  March  1638.     After  he  was  fufficiently 

grounded 
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grounded  in  proper  learning  at  home,  he  went  to  Leyderi, 
where  he  applied  himfelf  to  anatomy  and  botany.  From  Ley- 
den,  he  pafTed  to  Francker  ;  where,  having  finiOied  his  ftu- 
dies,  he  took  the  degree  of  dodlor  in  phyfic.  Then  he  re- 
turned to  the  Hague;  and,  marrying  a  wife  in  1661,  fettled 
To  heartily  to  the  practice  of  his  profelHon,  as  even  to  negle(?k 
every  other  purfult  and  ftady,  which  had  not  fome  conne6liori 
tVith,  or  relation  to  it.  A  piece,  which  he  publilhed  in  1665, 
De  vafis  lyrhphaticis  St  ladteis,  did  him  fo  rhuch  honor,  that  he 
iVas  invited  the  year  after  to  be  profefFor  of  anatomy  at  Am- 
fterdam.  This  invitation  he  gladly  accepted  ;  Amfterdarh 
being  a  very  proper  place,  to  gratify  his  paffion  for  perfecting 
himfelf  in  natural  hiftory  and  anatomy.  For  this,  he  fpared 
neither  pains  nor  expence  ;  was  continually  employed  in  diP- 
fecSlions  ;  and  examined  every  part  of  the  human  body  with 
the  moft  fcrupulous  exa£tnefs.  He  contrived  new  means  td 
facilitate  anatomical  inquiries  j  and  found  out  a  particular  fe- 
cret  to  prepare  dead  bodies,  and  to  preferve  them  many  years 
from  putrefaction.  His  collection  in  this  way  was  really 
marvellous.  He  had  foetufes  in  a  regular  gradation,  from  the 
length  of  the  little  finger  to'  the  fize  of  an  infant  upbn  the 
point  of  being  born  ;  he  had  grown  up  perfons  of  all  age?^  ;  and 
he  had  innumerable  animals  of  all  forts  and  countries.  In 
fhort,  his  cabinets  were  full  of  thefe  and  other  natural  curio- 
fities.  The  czar  Peter  of  Ruffia  made  him  a  vifit  in  1717, 
and  was  fo  ftruck  with  his  colIc;£lion,  that  he  purchafed  it  of 
him  for  thirty  thoufand  florins,  and  fent  it  to  Peterfburg. 

In  1685,  he  was  made  profefFor  of  phyfic,  wliich  pofl  he 
filled  with  honor  till  1728,  when  he  unhappily  broke  his 
thigh  by  a  fall  in  his  chamber.  The  year  before,  he  had  the 
misfortune  to  lofe  his  fon  Henry  Ruyfch,  doctor  of  phyfic  : 
who,  like  his  father,  was  an  able  practitioner,  (killed  in  bo- 
tany and  anatomy,  and  was  fuppofed  to  be  very  'aiding  to  his 
father  in  his  publications,  experiments,  and  inventions.  This 
Henry  Ruyfch  publifhed  at  Amfterdam  17 18,  in  two  volumes 
folio,  a  work  with  this  title  :  Theatrum  Qniverfale  omnium 
animalium,  maxima  cura  a  J^  Jonftonio  colleCtum,  ac  pluf- 
quam  trecentis  pifcibus  nuperrime  ex  In<3iis  Orientallbus  alla- 
tis,  ac  nunquam  antea  his  terris  vifis,  locupletatum.  This  fon 
died,  when  his  father  wanted  him  moll  5  who  had  now  no 

Vol.  X.  O  body 
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body  near  him,  but  his  youngeft  daughter,  who  was  ftill  un- 
married. This  lady  underftood  anatomy  perfe£tly,  having 
been  initiated  in  all  the  myfteries  of  the  art ;  and  therefore 
was  qualified  to  aflifl:  her  father  in  completing  that  fecond  col- 
lection of  rarities  in  anatomy  and  natural  hiftory,  which  he 
began  to  make,  as  foon  as  he  had  fold  the  firft.  His  anatomi- 
cal works  are  printed  in  four  volumes  quarto. 

Ruyfch  died  the  22d  of  February  1731,  in  his  93d  year. 
He  had  fpent  his  whole  life  in  the  ftudy  of  anatomy,  had  pub- 
lifhed  many  books,  and  doubtlefs  made  many  difcoveries  in 
it ;  yet  not  fo  many,  as  he  himfelf  imagined.  His  great  fault 
was,  not  reading  enough  :  altogether  intent  upon  his  own 
refearches,  he  was  ignorant  of  what  others  had  difcovered; 
and  fo  often  gave  for  new,  what  had  been  defcribed  by  other 
anatomifts.  This,  and  his  differing  from  the  learned  in  his 
profeffion,  involved  him  in  almoft  continual  difputes.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  royal  fociety  at  London,  and  of  the  aca- 
demy of  fciences  at  Paris  ;  in  which  lafl  place  he  fucceeded 
Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  in  1727. 

R  Y  E  R  C  Peter  du  )  a  French  writer,  was  born  at 
Paris  of  a  very  good  family,  in  1605:,  and,  being  liberally 
educated,  made  agoodprogrefsin  literature,  which  afterwards 
flood  him  in  greater  ftead  than  he  could  have  wifhed.  He 
was  made  fecretary  to  the  king  in  1626  ;  but  marrying  a  wo- 
man of  no  fortune,  was  obliged  to  fell  his  place  in  1633.  He 
had  not  what  was  fufficient  to  maintain  his  family;  and  there- 
fore became  fecretary  to  the  duke  of  Vendome.  His  writings 
gained  him  a  place  in  the  French  academy  in  1646,  and  he 
was  afterwards  made  hifloriographer  of  France  with  a  pen- 
fion  '3  yet  continued  fo  very  poor,  that  he  was  obliged  to  write 
for  the  bookfellers.  He  is  the  author  of  nineteen  dramatic 
Slecle  de  picces  and  thirteen  tranflations,  which,  fays  Voltaire,  "  were 
Louis  XIV,  «  all  well  received  in  his  time  ;"  yet  neceflity,  as  may  eafily 
toni.  II.  be  imagined,  would  not  permit  him  to  give  that  perfedion  to 
his  works,  as  was  requilite  to  make  their  merit  lafting.  He 
died  in    1658. 
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•    s. 

SA  AV  E  D  R  A  (Michael  de  Cervantes)  a  celebra- 
ted Spanifh  writer,   and  the  inimitable  author  of  Don 
Quixote,  was  born  at  Madrid  in  the  year  1549.     From  his   jr,//>^r  r 
infancy  he  was  fond  of  books  ;   but  he  applied  himfelf.  wholly   -uantesby 
to  books  of  entertainment,  fuch  as  novels  and  poetry  of  all    ^^"1^^^^°' 
kinds,  efpeclally  Spanifli  and  ItaHan  authors.     From  Spain  he    &  Si  fear, 
went  to  Italy,  either  to  ferve  cardinal  Aquaviva,  to  whom  he    ^  ^a^hohck 
was  chamberlain  at  Rome  ;   or  elfe  to  follow  the  profeffion  of  Library 
a  foldier,  as  he  did  fome  years  under  the  vi6lorious  banners  of  ^^P'''>  P^f' 

.  ^  fixed  to  the 

Marco  Antonio  Colonna.  He  was  prefent  at  the  battle  o^  edition  of 
Lepanto,  fought  in  the  year  1571  ;  in  which  he  either  loft  his  ^'^^  ^'xote 
left  hand  by  the  (hot  of  an  harquebus,  or  had  it  fo  maimed,  i738.in4to. 
that  he  loft  the  ufe  of  it.  After  this  he  was  taken  by  the 
Moors,  and  carried  to  Algiers,  where  he  continued  a  captive 
five  years  and  a  half.  Then  he  returned  to  Spain,  and  ap- 
plied himfelf  to  the  writing  of  comedies  and  tragedies;  and  he 
compofed  feveral,  all  of  which  were  well  received  by  the  pub- 
lic, and  a(Si:ed  with  great  applaufe.  In  the  year  1584,  he 
publilhed  his  Galatea^  a  novel  in  fix  books  ;  which  he  pre- 
fented  to  Afcanio  Colonna,  a  man  of  high  rank  in  the  church, 
as  the  firft  fruits  of  his  wit.  But  the  work  which  has  done 
him  the  greateft  honor,  and  will  immortalize  his  name,  is  the 
hiftory  o{  Don  .^iixote;  the ^rji  part  of  which  was  printed  at 
Madrid  in  the  year  1605.  This  is  a  fatyr  upon  books  of 
knight-errantry;  and  the  principal,  if  not  the  fole  end  of  it 
was  to  deftroy  the  reputation  of  thefe  books,  which  had  fo 
infatuated  the  greater  part  of  mankind,  efpecially  thofe  of  the 
Spanifh  nation.  This  work  was  univerfally  read ;  and  the 
moft  eminent  painters,  tapeftry-  workers,  engravers,  and  fculp- 
tors,  have  been  employed  in  reprefenting  the  hiftory  of  Don 
Quixote.  Cervantes,  even  in  his  life-time,  obtained  the  glo- 
ry of  having  his  work  receive  a  royal  approbation.  As  king 
Philip  the  Third  was  ftanding  in  a  balcony  of  his  palace  at 
Madrid,  and  viewing  the  country,  he  obferved  a  ftudent  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  Manzanares  reading  in  a  book,  and 
from  time  to  time  breaking  off,  and  beating  his  forehead 

O  2  with 
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with  extraordinary  tokens  of  pleafure    and  delight ;     upon 
which   the  king  faid   to  thofe  about  him,    "  That  fcbolar  is 
"  either  mad  or  reading  Don  ^uxote  ;"   the  latter  of  which 
proved  to  be  the  cafe.       But  virtus  laudatur  iff  alget  :   not- 
wlthftanding  the  vaft  applaufe  his  book  every  where  met  with, 
Life,  ^'c.      he  had  not  intereft  enough  to  procure   a  fmall  penfion,   but 
page  56.       had  much  ado  to  keep  himfelf  from  ftarving.     In  the  year 
1615,    he  publifhed  a  fecond  part  ;   to  which  he  was  partly 
moved  by  the  prefumption  of  fome  fcribbler,  who  had  pub- 
liflied  a  continuation  of  this  work  the  year  before.     He  wrote 
alfo  feveral   novels,  and  among  the  reft,    *'  The  Troubles  of 
*'  Perfiles  and  Sigijmunda,^^     He  had  employed  many  years  in 
writing  this  novel,  and  finiflied  it  but  jufl  before  his  death  ; 
for  he  did  not  live  to  fee  it  publifhed.     His   ficknefs   was  of 
fuch  a  nature,  that  he  himfelf  was  able  to  be,  and  adually  was, 
his  own  hiftorian.     At  the  end  of  the  Preface  to  the  Troubles 
of  Perfiles  and  Sigifnunda^  he  reprefents  himfelf  on  horfeback 
upon  the  road,  and  a  ftudent  overtaking  him,  who  entered 
into  converfation  with  him  :  "  and  happening  to  talk  of  my 
"  illnefs,  fays  he,  the  ftudent  foon  let  me  know  my  doom,  by 
"  faying  it  was  adropfy  I  had  got,  the  thirft  attending  which, 
''  all  the  water  of  the  ocean,  though  it  were  not  fait,   would 
*'  not  fuffice  to  quench.     Therefore  Senor  Cervantes,   fays 
"  he,  you  muft  drink  nothing  at  all,  but  do  not  forget  to  eat; 
"  for  this  alone  will  recover  you  without  any  other  phyfic. 
''  I  have  been  told  the  fame  by  others,  anfwered  I,  but  I  can 
*'  no  more  forbear  tippling,  than  if  I  were  born  to  do  nothing 
«'  elfe.     My  life  is  drawing  to  an  end  ;  and  from  the  daily 
*'  journal  of  my  pulfe,  I  (hall  have  finiflied  my  courfe  by  next 
*'  funday  at  the  fartheft.  -—  But  adieu,  my  merry  friends  all, 
*'  for  I  am  going  to  die ;  and  I  hope  to  fee  you  ere  long  in 
*'  the  other  world,  as  happy  as  heart  can  wifh,"    His  dropfy 
increafed,  and  at  laft  proved  fatal  to  him  ;    yet  he  continued 
to  fay  and  to  write  bons  mots.     He  received  the  laft  facra- 
menton  the  i8th  of  April  1616,   yet  the  day  after  wrote  a 
Dedication  of  the  Troubles  of  Perfiles  and  Sigifmunda^  to  the 
Conde  de  Lemos.     It  is  fo  great  a  curiofity,    and  illuftrates 
the  true  fpirit  and  charader  of  the  man  (o  well*  that  we  cannot 
do  better  than  infert  it  here. 

"  There 
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"  There  is  an  old  ballad,  which  in  its  day  was  much  in 
"  voc^ue,  and  it  began  thus  :  ajid  now  with  one  foot  in  the  ft'ir- 
"  r«/),  &c.  I  could  wifh  this  did  not  fall  fo  pat  to  my  epiftle, 
«'  for  I  can  almofl:  fay  in  the  fame  words, 

<*  And  now  with  one  foot  in  the  Jiirrup 
*'  Setting  out  fo?'  the  regions  of  death, 
''  To  write  this  epijtle  I  chear  up^ 
*'  J nd  fa  lute  ?ny  lord  with  my  lajl  breath. 

"  Yefterday  they  gave  me  the  extreme  un6iion,  and  to  day  I 
"  write  this.  Time  is  fhort,  pains  increafe,  hopes  diminifli  5 
"  and  yet  for  all  this  I  would   live  a  little  longer,   methinks,  • 

*'  not  for  the  fake  of  living,  but  that  I  ipight  kifs  your  excel- 
*'  lency's  feet :  and  it  is  not  impoflible,  but  the  pleafure  of 
"  feeing  your  excellency  fafe  and  well  in  Spain  might  make 
*'  me  well  too.  But  if  I  am  decreed  to  die,  heaven's  will  be 
*'  done  :  your  excellency  will  at  leaft  give  me  leave  to  inform 
"  you  of  this  my  defire  ;  and  likewife  that  you  had  in  me  fo 
^<  zealous  and  well-affe6ted  a  fervant,  as  was  willing  to  go 
'*  even  beyond  death  to  ferve  you,  if  it  had  been  poffible  for 
*'  his  abilities  to  equal  his  fmcerity.  However  I  propheti- 
*'  cally  rejoice  at  your  excellency's  arrival  again  in  Spain  : 
"  my  heart  leaps  within  mc  to  fancy  you  fhewn  to  one  ano- 
*'  ther  by  the  people,  There  goes  the  Conde  de  Lemos !  and 
"  it  revives  my  fpirits  to  fee  the  accomplifliment  of  thofe 
'^  hopes,  which  I  have  fo  long  conceived  of  your  excellency's 
"  perfections.  There  are  ftill  remaining  in  my  foul  certain 
"  crlimmerings  of  The  weeks  of  the  Garden^  and  of  the  famous 
"  Bernardo.  If  by  good  luck,  or  rather  by  a  miracle,  hea- 
«'  ven  fpares  my  life,  your  excellency  fhall  fee  them  both  ;  and 
*'  with  them  the  fecondpart  of  Galatea,  which  I  know  your 
"  excellency  would  not  be  ill  pleafed  to  fee.  And  fo  I  con- 
<'  dude  with  my  ardent  wifhes,  that  the  Almighty  will  pre- 
*'  ferve  your  excellency. 

Madrid  Apr.  19,  "  Your  excellency's  fervant, 

1616.  "  Michael  de  Cervantes. 

O3  Ac. 
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According  to  this  epiftle  dedicatory,  it  is  highly  probable 
he  died  foon  after.  The  particular  day  is  not  known,  nor 
even  the  month.  It  is  certain,  that  he  did  not  live  long 
enough  to  fee  The  Troubles  of  Per  files  and  Sigifmunda  print- 
ed :  for  on  the  24th  of  September  1616,  at  San  Lorenzo  el 
real,  a  licenfe  was  granted  to  Donna  Catalina  de  Salazar's 
widow  to  print  that  book.  In  the  Preface  to  his  Novels^  he 
has  2;iven  us  this  defcription  of  his  perfon.  "  He  whom  thou 
*'  feeft  here  with  a  fharp  aquiline  vifage,  brown  chefnut-co- 
*'  loured  hair,  his  forehead  fmooth  and  free  from  wrinkles ; 
*'  his  eyes  brifk  and  chearful ;  his  nofe  fomewhat  hookifli, 
"  but  well  proportioned  j  his  beard  filver  coloured,  which 
<'  twenty  years  ago  was  gold  ;  his  muftachios  large  ;  his 
*'  mouth  little ;  his  teeth  neither  fmall  nor  big,  in  number 
*'  only  fix,  in  bad  condition  and  worfe  ranged,  for  they  have 
*'  no  correfpondence  with  each  other;  his  body  middle- 
*'  fized  ;  his  complexion  lively,  rather  fair  than  fwarthy  ^ 
**  fomewhat  thick  in  the  fhoulders  ;  and  not  very  light  of 
*'  foot :  this,  I  fay,  is  the  effigies  of  the  author  of  Galatea^ 
*'  and  of  Don  ^ixote  de  la  Mancha.  He  made  likewife  the 
<«  Voyage  to  ParnaJJus,  in  imitation  of  Caefar  Caporal  the 
"  Perugian  ;  and  other  works,  which  wander  about  the 
««  world  here  and  there  and  every  where,  and  perhaps  too 
*'  without  the  maker's  name.*' 

S  A  B  I N  U  S.  There  are  three  perfons  of  this  name  re- 
corded in  the  republic  of  letters,  whom  it  may  be  right  jufi: 
to  mention.  There  was  Sabinus,  an  elegant  poet,  in  the 
time  of  Auguftus:  who  publifhed,  according  to  Ovid,  the 
following  epiftles,  vfz.  UlyfTes  to  Penelope,  Hippolytus  to 
Phaedra,  Demophoon  to  Phyllis,  Jafon  to  Hypfipile,  and 
Sappho  to  Phaon,  none  of  which  are  preferved ;  thofe  among 
Ovid's  with  thefe  titles  being  efteemed  unworthy  of  either 
of  them.  But  the  general  opinion  is,  that  fome,  if  not  all, 
of  the  fix  following  are  Sabinus's,  though  among  Ovid's  : 
namely,  Paris  to  Helen,  Helen  to  Paris,  Leander  to  Hero^ 
Hero  to  Leander,  Aconitus  to  Cydippe,  and  Cydippe  to  Aco- 
nitus.  Ovid  obferves,  that  Sabinus  was  the  author  of  fome 
other  works,  which  he  did  not  live  to  publifh  ; 

Quique 
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QLiIque  fuam  Traezen,  Imperfe6lumque  Dleriiiii 
Deferult  celeri  morte  Sabinus  opus, 

De  PoNTo,  lib.  iv.  el.  i6. 

There  was  Francifcus  Floridus  Sabinus,  a  learned  man, 
who  flourifhed  foon  after  the  reftoration  of  letters  in  the  weft, 
and  died  in  the  year  1547.  Voflius  fays,  that  he  was  a  Hift.  Lat.  ^ 
very  polite  and  delicate  writer  ;  and  others  have  reprefented  '  * 
him,  as  a  critic  of  good  tafte,  great  difcernment,  and  more 
than  ordinary  learning.  His  principal  works  are.  In  calum- 
niatores  Plauti  &  aliorum  linguae  latinae  fcriptorum  Apolo- 
gia, at  Bafil  1540;  and  Le£tionum  Succlfivarum  libri  tres, 
at  Frankfort  1602,  8vo. 

Laftly,  there  was  George  Sabinus,  a  man  of  fine  parts, 
and  one  of  the  beft  Latin  poets  of  his  time.  He  was  born 
in  the  eledlorate  of  Brandenburg,  in  1508  ;  and  at  fifteen 
years  of  age  fent  to  Wittemberg,  where  he  was  privately  in- 
ftru61:ed  by  MelancSlhon,  in  whofe  houfe  he  lived.  He  had 
a  vaft  ambition  to  excel  :  infomuch  that  Camerarius  tells  us,  jnvlt.  Me^ 
he  has  ken  him  cry  at  the  recital  of  a  good  poem  ;  becaufe,  landh. 
as  he  would  fay,  he  not  only  was  unable  to  write  one  him- 
felf,  but  was  even  ignorant  of  the  means  to  attain  perfec- 
tion in  this  way.  Hov/ever,  he  did  not  defpair,  it  is  plain ; 
for  at  twenty-two,  he  publiflied  a  poem,  intitled.  Res  Geftae 
Caefarum  Germanorum,  which  fpread  his  reputation  all  over 
Germany,  and  made  all  the  princes,  who  had  any  regard  for 
polite  literature,  his  friends  and  patrons.  Afterwards  he 
travelled  into  Italy,  where  he  contracted  an  acquaintance 
with  Peter  Berrtbus  and  other  learned  men  ;  and  in  his  re- 
turn paid  his  refpeds  to  Erafmus  at  Friburg,  when  that  great 
man  was  in  the  laft  ftage  of  life.  In  1536,  he  married 
'Melandlhon's  eldeft  daughter  at  Wittemberg,  to  whom  he 
was  engaged  before  his  journey  into  Italy.  She  was  very 
handfome,  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  underflood  Latin  well; 
and  Sabinus  always  lived  happily  with  her  :  but  he  had  fe- 
veral  altercations  with  Melahdlhon,  becaufe  being  very  am- 
bitious, he  wanted  to  raife  himfelf  to  civil  employment;  and 
did  not  like  the  humility  of  Melandhoii,  who  confined  him-  • 
felf  to  literary  purfuits^  and  would  be  at  'no  trouble  to  ad- 
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vancchis  children.  This  mifunderdandiiig  occafioned  Sabl-r 
nus  tq  remove  into  PrulTia  in  1543,  and  to  carry  his  wife 
with  him,  who  afterwards  died  at  Konigfberg  in  1547.  He 
fettled  at  Franckfort  upon  the  Oder,  and  performed  the  of- 
fice of  a  profefTor  there,  under  the  patronage  of  the  elector 
of  Brandenburg.  I|e  married  a  fecond  wife,  and  became 
very  famous  for  his  wifdom  and  eloquence,  as  well  as  for  his 
parts  and  learning  5  which  brought  him  to  the  knowledge  of 
Charles  V,  and  occafioned  him  to  be  fent  on  fome  embailies. 
fie  was  fent  particularly  by  the  elector  of  Brandenburg  into 
Italy,  where  he  feems  to  have  contra61cd  an  illnels,  of  which 
he  died  that  year  ;  that  is,  in  1560  :  the  very  fame  year  in 
which  Melandhon  died.  His  Latin  poems,  of  various 
kinds,  have  been  often  printed,  and  are  well  known. 

SABLIERE  (Anthony  dc  Rambouillet  de  la)  a 
French  poet,  who  died  at  Paris  in  1680.  He  wrote  madri- 
gals, which  were  publiftied  after  his  death  by  his  fon.  Thefe 
little  poems  have  done  him  great  honour,  on  account  of  a 
finenefs  of  fentiment  and  delicate  fimplicity  of  ftile  ;  andinay 
be  confidered  as  models  in  their  kind.  Voltaire  fays,  that 
"  they  are  written  with  delicacy,  without  excluding  what  is 
Sleclede  *'  natural."  His  wife  Heffelin  de  la  Sabliere  was  acquainted 
Louis  XIV,  v^ith  all  the  wits  of  her  time.  Fontaine  has  immortalized 
her  in  his  poems,  by  way  of  gratitude  for  a  peaceable  and 
happy  refuge,  which  he  found  in  her  houfe  almoft  twenty 
years. 

SACCHI  (Andrea)  an  illuftrious  Italian  pairiter,, 
the  fon  of  a  painter,  was  born  at  Rome  in  the  year  1601  j 
and  under  the  conduit  of  Giofeppino  made  fuch  advances  iri 
the  art,  that  before  he  was  twelve  years  of  age,  he  carried 
the  prize,  in  the  academy  of  St.  Luke,  from  all  his  much 
older  competitors.  With  this  badge  of  honour,  they  gave 
him  the  nickname  of  Andreuccio,  to  denote  the  diminutive 
figure  he  then  made,  being  a  boy  :  and  though  he  grew  up  to 
be  a  tall,  graceful,  well-proportioned  man,  yet  heflill  retained 
the  name  of  little  Andrew^  almofl  to  the  day  of  his  death. 
His  application  to  the  Chiaro-Scuros  of  Polydore,  to  the 
pa.intings  of  Raphael,   and  to  the  antique  marbles,  together- 
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Vith  bis  ftudles  under  Albani,  and  his  copying  after  Correg- 
gio,  and  others  the  beft  Lombard  mafters,  were  the  feveral 
fteps  by  which  he  railed  himfelf  to  mighty  perfeiflion  in  hif- 
torical  compofitions.  The  three  firft  gave  him  his  corredl- 
nefs  and  elegance  of  defign  ;  and  the  laft  made  him  the  beft 
coJorift  of  all  the  Roman  fchool.  His  works  are  not  very 
numerous,  by  reafon  of  the  infirmities,  which  attended  him 
in  his  latter  years  ;  and  more  efpecially  the  gout,  which  of- 
ten confined  him  to  his  bed  for  feveral  months  together. 
And  befides,  he  was  at  all  times  very  flow  in  his  perform- 
ances ;  becaufe  "  he  never  did  any  thing,  he  faid,  but  what 
^'  he  propofed  (hould  be  feen  by  Raphael  and  Hannibal  "  ; 
which  laid  a  reftraint  upon  his  hand,  and  made  him  proceed 
with  the  utmoft  precaution.  His  firft  patrons  were  the  car- 
dinals Antonio  Barberini,  and  del  Morte,  the  protector  of 
the  academy  of  painting.  He  became  afterwards  a  great 
favourite  of  pope  Urban  VIII,  and  drew  a  picture  of  him, 
which,  with  fome  other  things  he  painted  after  the  life,  may 
fland  in  competition  with  whatever  has  been  done  by  the 
renowned  for  portraits.  He  was  a  perfon  of  a  noble  appear- 
ance, grave,  prudent,  and  in  converfation  veiy  entertaining. 
He  was  moreover  an  excellent  architcdi:,  and  had  many  other 
rare  qualities  :  notwithftanding  which,  it  is  faid  that  he  had 
but  few  friends.  The  manner  in  which  he  criticifed  the 
men  of  abilities,  and  the  little  commerce  he  affected  to  have 
with  his  fellow  artifls,  drew  on  him  their  hatred  particularly. 
He  was  contemporary  with  Pietro  di  Cortona,  and  Bernini, 
aiu'  very  jealous  of  their  glory  :  with  the  latter  of  thefe  he 
had  the  following  adventure.  Bernini  defiring  to  have  him 
fee  the  choir  of  St.  Peter,  before  he  expofed  it  to  public 
view,  called  on  him  to  take  him  in  his  coach  ;  but  could  by 
no  means  perfuade  him  to  drefs  himfelf,  Sacchi  going  out  with 
him  in  his  cap  and  flippers.  This  air  of  contempt  did  not 
end  here  ;  but  fl:cpping  near  the  window,  at  the  entrance  into 
the  church  of  St.  Peter,  he  faid  to  Bernini,  *'  This  is  the 
*'  point  of  view,  from  which  I  will  judge  of  your  work  :'* 
and,  whatever  Bernini  could  fay  to  him,  he  would  not  flir  a 
Hep  nearer.  Sacchi,  confidering  it  attentively  fome  time, 
cried  out  as  loud  as  be  could,  "  Thofe  figures  ought  to  have 
♦f  been  larger  by  a  paJm  :'*  and  went  out  of  the  church, 

without 
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without  faying  another  word.  Bernini  was  fenfible  of  the 
juftnefs  of  his  critlcifm,  yet  did  not  think  fit  to  do  his  work 
over  again,     Sacchi  died  in  the  year  1661. 

SACKVILLE  (Tpiom  as)  the  firft  lord  Buckhurft, 
and  earl  of  Dorfet,  was  born  in  the  year  1536  at  Buckhuril 
in  Suflex,  the  feat  of  that  ancient  family.  He  was  fent  to 
Oxford  in  the  latter  end-  of  king  Edward's  reign  ;  and  after 
Wood's^A-  fome  flay  there,  removed  to  Cambridge,  where  he  took  the 
degree  of  matter  of  arts.  Then  he  was  fent  to  the  Inner 
Temple  at  London,  and  proceeded  fo  far  in  the  ftudy  of  the 
law,  as  to  be  called  to  the  bar  ;  but  without  any  defign  to 
pra6life,  and  only  to  qualify  him  more  efFecSlually  for  ferving 
his  country  in  parliament,  where  we  find  him  in  the  reign  of 
Philip  and  Mary.  He  had,  early  at  the  univerfities,  acqui- 
red the  name  of  a  good  poet ;  and,  in  1557,  he  wrote  his 
poetical  piece,  intitled,  *'  The  Indu6tion,"  or  introdudion 
to  the  Myrror  of  Magiftrates.  This  "  Myrror  of  Magif- 
*'  trates"  is  a  feries  of  poems,  farmed  upon  a  dramatic 
plan  ;  and  confifts  of  examples  of  eminent  bad  men,  who  had 
come  to  miferable  ends.  It  was  very  much  applauded  in  its 
time.  In  1561,  was  a6led  his  tragedy  of  "  Gorboduc ;" 
the  firft,  that  ever  appeared  in  verfe,  and  greatly  admired  by 
Sidney's  A-  the  wi(s  of  that  age.  "  Gorboduc,  fays  Sir  Philip  Sidney,  is 
Poetfy,  °^  "  f"^i  of  flately  fpeeches  and  well  founding  phrafes,  climbing 
•J595;4to.  ct  to  the  height  of  Seneca's  ftile  ;  and  as  full  of  notable  mo- 
*<  rality,  which  it  doth  moft  delightfully  teach,  and  thereby 
"  obtains  the  very  end  of  poetry."  This  tragedy  was  pub- 
lifhed  at  firft  furreptitiouHy  by  the  bookfellers  ;  which 
moved  lord  Buckhurft,  to  g;ive  a  correal  edition  of  it  himfelf 
in  1570.  It  afterwards  went  through  other  editions;  not- 
withftanding  which,  for  many  years  paft  it  had  been  {o 
ftrangely  loft,  that  Dryden  and  Oldham,  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  II,  do  not  appear  to  have  ken  it,  though  they  pre- 
tended to  criticife  it  ;  and  even  the  noted  antiquary  Wood 
knew  juft  as  little  of  it,  as  is  plain  from  his  telling  us,  that 
it  was  written  in  old  Englifh  rhyn)e.  Mr.  Pope  took  a  fancy 
to  retrieve  this  play  from  oblivion,  and  to  give  it  a  run  :  in 
which  defign  Mr.  Spence  was  employed  to  fct  it  ofF  with  all 
poflible  advantage,  and  it  was  printed  pompoufly  in  1736, 

8vo, 
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8vo.  with  a  preface  by  the  editor.     Mr.  Spence,  fpeaking  of 

his  lordfliip  as  a  poet,  declares,  that  "  the  dawn  ofourEng- 

''  lifh  poetry  was  in  Chaucer's  time,  but  that  it  {hone  out  in 

"  him  too   bright  all  at  once  to  laft  long.     The  fucceeding 

*'  aire  was  dark  and  overcaft.     There  was  indeed  fome  glim- 

"  merings  of  genius  again  in  Henry  the  eighth's  time  ;   but 

*'  our  poetry  had  never  what  could  be  called  a  fair  fettled 

"  day-light,  till  towards  the  end  of  queen  Elizabeth's-  reign. 

''  It  was   between  thefe  two   periods,   that  lord   Buckhurft 

"  wrote  ;   after  the  earl  of  Surry,  and  before  Spenfer."   The   py^f^^e  to 

INDUCTION  is  written  fo  much  in  Spenfer's  manner,   Gorboduc. 

abounds  fo  much  in  the  fame  fort  of  defcriptions,   and  is  fo 

much  in  the  ftiie  of  Spenfer,  that  if  Sackville  did  not  furpafs 

this  poet->  it  was  becaufe  he  had  the  difadvantage  of  writing    ^ 

firft.     Mr.  Warton  makes  no  fcruple  to  affirm,  that  the  IN-   tionron"the 

DUCTION   "  approaches  nearer  to  the  Fairy  Qiieen   FalryQueen, 

"  in  allegorical  reprelentations,   than  any  other  previous  or  ^'  ^^^* 

"  fucceeding  poem." 

Having  by  thefe  productions  cftablifhed  the  reputation  of 
being  the  belt  poet  in  his  time,  he  laid  down  his  pen  ;  and, 
quitting  that,  aflumed  the  charader  of  the  ftatefman,  in  which 
he  alfo  became  fuperlatively  eminent.  He  found  leifure  how- 
ever to  make  the  tour  of  France  and  Italy  ;  and  was  on  fome 
account  or  other  in  prifon  at  Rome,  when  the  news  arrived 
of  his  father  fir  Richard  Sackville's  death  in  1566.  Upon 
this,  he  obtained  his  rcleafe,  returned  home,  entered  into  the 
pofTeffion  of  a  vaft  inheritance,  and  foon  after  was  taken  into 
the  peerage  by  the  title  of  lord  Buckhurft.  He  enjoyed  this 
acceffion  of  honour  and  fortune  too  liberally  for  a  while ; 
but  is  faid  to  have  been  reclaimed  at  length  by  the  queen, 
who  received  him  into  her  particular  favor,  and  employed 
him  in  many  very  important  affairs.  He  was  indeed  allied 
to  her  majefty  :  his  grandfather  having  married  a  fifter  to  fir 
Thomas  Boleyn,  afterwards  earl  of  Wiltfhire,  who  was  fa- 
ther to  Anne  Boleyn,  mother  of  queen  Elizabeth.  In  1587, 
he  was  fent  ambaffador  to  the  ftates  of  the  United  Provinces, 
upon  their  complaints  againft  the  earl  of  Leicefter ;  and 
though  he  difcharged  that  nice  and  hazardous  truft  with  great 
integrity,  yet  the  favorite  prevailed  with  his  miftrefs  to  call 
him  home,  and  confine  him  to  his  houfc  for  nine  or  ten 

months  ; 
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months  :  which  command  lord  Buckhurft  is  faid  to  have  fub- 
mitted  to  (o  obfequioufly,  that  in  all  the  time  he  never  would 
endure,  openly  or  fecretly,  by  day  or  by  night,  to  fee  either 
wife  or  child.  His  enemy  however  dying,  her  majefty's 
favor  returned  to  him  with  ftronger  rays  than  before.  He 
was  made  knight  of  the  garter  in  1590  -,  and  chancellor  of 
Oxford  in  1591,  by  the  queen's  fpecial  interpofition,  In  1598, 
He  was  joined  with  the  lord  treafurer  Burleigh,  in  negotiating 
a  peace  with  Spain ;  and>  upon  the  death  of  Burleigh  the 
fame  year,  futceeded  him  in  his  office  :  by  virtue  of  which 
he  became  in  a  manner  prime  minifter,  and  as  fuch  exerted 
himfelf  vigoroufly  for  the  public  good  and  her  majefty's 
laifety. 

Upon  the  death  of  queen  Elizabeth,  the  adminiftration  of 
the  kingdom  devolving  on  him  with  other  counfellors,  they 
tmanimoufly  proclaimed  king  James;  and  that  king  renewed 
his  patent  of  lord  high  treafurer  for  life,  before  his  arrival  in 
England,  and  even  before  his  lordfhip  waited  on  his  majefty. 
On  the  13th  of  March  1604,  he  was  created  earl  of  Dorfet. 
He  was  one  of  thofe,  whom  his  majefty  confulted  and  con- 
iided  in  upon  all  occafions ;  and  he  lived  in  the  higheft  efteem 
and  reputation,  without  any  extraordinary  decay  of  health, 
till  the  year  1607.  Then  he  was  feized  at  his  houfe  at  Hor- 
fley  in  Surry  with  a  diforder,  which  reduced  him  fo,  that 
his  life  was  defpalred  of:  upon  which  the  king  fent  him  a 
gold  ring  enamelled  black,  fet  with  twenty  diamonds ;  and 
this  meffage,  that  "  his  majefty  wifhed  him  a  fpeedy  and 
"  perfect  recovery,  with  all  happy  and  good  fuccefs,  and  that 
"  he  might  live  as  long  as  the  diamonds  of  that  ring  did  en- 
"  dure,  and  in  token  thereof  required  him  to  wear  it,  and 
"  keep  it  for  his  fake."  He  recovered  this  blow  to  all  ap- 
pearance ;  but  foon  after,  as  he  was  attending  at  the  council 
table,  he  dropped  down,  and  immediately  gave  up  his  laft 
breath.  This  fudden  death,  which  happened  on  the  19th  of 
April  1 608,  was  occafioned  by  a  particular  kind  of  dropfy  on 
the  brain.  He  was  interred  with  great  folemnity  in  Weft- 
minfter  Abbey;  his  funeral  fermon  being  preached  by  his 
chaplain  Dr.  George  Abbot,  afterwards  archbifhop  of  Can- 
terbury. Sir  Robert  Naunton  writes  of  him  in  the  follow- 
ing 
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ing  terms  :  *'  They  much  comment*  his  elocution,  but  more  Jj^aunton's 
*'  the  excellency  of  his  pen.     He  was  a  fcholar,  and  a  per-   Regllia, 
*'  fon  of  quick  difpatch  ,  faculties  that  yet  run  in  the  blood  :    P*  7o» 
*'  and  they  fay  of  him,   that  his  fecretaries  did  little  for  him 
"  by  way  of  inditement,  wherein  they  could  feldom  pleafe 
'*  him,  he  was  fo  facete  and  choice  in  his  phrafe  and  flile. — 
«'  I  find  not,  continues  this   writer,   that  he  was  any  ways 
*'  inured  in  the  fadiions  of  the  court,   which  were  all  his 
**  time  ftrong,   and  in  every  man's  note  ;  the  Howards   and 
*'  the  Cecils  on  the  one  part,  my  lord  of  EfTex,  &c.   on  the 
*'  other  part :  for  he  held  the  ftafF  of  the  treafury  faft  in  his 
*"  hand,  which   once  in  a  5'ear  made  them  all  beholden  to 
''  him.     And  the  truth  is,  as  he  was  a  wife  man  and  aftout, 
'*  he  had  no  reafon  to  be  a  partaker ;   for  he  flood  fure  in 
**  blood  and  grace,  and  was  wholly  intentive  to  the  queen's 
*'  fervices  :  and  fuch  were  his  abilities,  that  fhe  received  af- 
**  fiduous  proofs  of  his  fufficiency ;   and  it  has  been  thou2;ht, 
*'  that  fhe  might  have  more  cunning  inftruments,  but  none 
*^  of  a  more  ftrong  judgment  and  confidence  in  his  ways, 
*'  which  are  fymptoms  of  magnanimity  and  fidelity."     To 
this  chara6ter  of  Naunton,   we  will  fubjoin  the  obfervation 
of  an  honorable  author,  that  "  few  firft  minifters  have  left  fo 
''  fair  a  character,   and  that  his   family  difdained  the  office   Cataloj-jcof 
*'  of  an  apology  for  it,   againft  fome  little  cavils,   which — »  ^^">^'  ^"'^ 
«'  fpreta  exolefcunt ;   fi  irafcare,  agnita  videntur."  thoKofEng-- 

Several  of  his  lordfhip's  letters  are  printed  in  the  cabala  ;   ^^'^^^  "^^^^  '• 


befides  which  there  is  a  Latin  letter  of  his  to  Dr.  Bartholo- 
mew Gierke,  prefixed  to  that  author's  Latin  tranflation  from 
the  Italian  of  Balthazar  Caftilio's  Courtier,  intitled,  DsCu- 
riali  five  Aulico,  firft  printed  at  London  about  1571.  His 
lordftiip  was  fuccceded  in  honor  and  eftate  by  his  fon  Ro- 
bert, and  afterwards  fucceflively  by  his  two  grandfons,  Rich- 
ard and  Edward. 

SACKVILLE  (Charles)  earl  of  Dorfet  and  Mid- 
dlefex,  a  celebrated  wit  and  poet,  was  defcended  in  a  dire6l 
line  from  Thomas  lord  Buckhurft,  and  born  the  2J^h  of 
January  1637.  He  had  his  education  under  a  private  tutor  ; 
after  which,  making  the  tour  of  Italy,  he  returned  to  Eng- 
land a  little  before  the  reftoration.     He  fhon^  in  the  houfe  of 
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commons,  and  was  car^^ed  by  king  Charles  IL  but  having 
as  yet  no  turn  to  bufmefs,  he  declined  all  public  employ. 
He  was  in  truth,  like  Villiers,  Rocheftcr,  Sedley,  &c.  one 
of  the  wits  or  libertines  of  Charles's  court  ;  and  thought  of 
nothing  (o  much  as  feats  of  gallantry,  which  fometimes  car- 
ried him  to  inexcufable  excefles.  He  went  a  volunteer  in  the 
£rft  Dutch  war  in  1655  j  and  the  night  before  the  engage- 
ment compofed  that  fong,  which  is  generally  efteemed  the 
happieft  of  his  produdlions.  Soon  after  he  was  made  a  gen- 
tleman of  the  bed-chamber  ;  and,  on  account  of  his  diftin- 
guiflied  politenefs,  fent  by  the  king  upon  feveral  fhort  em* 
baiHes  of  compliment  into  France.  Upon  the  death  of  his 
uncle  James  Cranfield,  earl  of  Middlefex,  in  1674,  that 
eftate  devolved  on  him  ;  and  he  fucceeded  likewife  to  the  ti- 
tle by  creation  in  1675.  His  father  dying  two  years  after, 
he  fucceeded  him  in  his  eftate  and  honors.  He  utterly  dif- 
liked,  and  openly  difcountenanced  the  violent  meafures  of 
James  the  fecond's  reign  ;  and  early  engaged  for  the  prince 
of  Orange,  by  whom  he  was  made  lord  chamberlain  of  the 
houfhold,  and  taken  into  the  privy  council.  In  1692,  he 
attended  king  William  to  the  congrefs  at  the  Hague,  and 
was  near  lofing  his  life  in  the  palTage.  They  went  on  board 
the  loth  of  January,  in  a  wery  fevere  feafon ;  and  when 
they  were  two  or  three  leagues  ofF  Gorec,  having  by  bad 
weather  been  four  days  at  fea,  the  king  was  fo  impatient  to 
go  on  fhore,  that  he  took  a  boat :  when,  a  thick  fog  arifing 
foon  after,  they  were  fo  clofely  furrounded  with  ice,  as  not 
to  be  able  either  to  make  the  fhore,  or  get  back  to  the  {hip. 
In  this  condition  they  remained  twenty  two  hours,  almoft^de- 
fpairing  of  life ;  and  the  cold  was  fo  bitter,  that  they  could 
hardly  fpeak  or  ftand  at  their  landing  j  and  lord  Dorfet  con- 
tracted a  lamenefs,  which  held  him  fome  time.  In  1698, 
his  health  fenfibly  declining,  he  retired  from  public  affairs; 
only  now  and  then  appearing  at  the  council  board.  He  died 
at  Bath  the  19th  of  January  1705-6,  after  having  married 
two  wives  :  by  the  latter  of  whom,  he  had  a  daughter,  and 
an  only  fon,  Lionel  Cranfield  Sackville,  who  was  created  a 
duke  in  1720,  and  is  ftill  living  this  prefent  year  1760. 

Lord   Dorfet  wrote  feveral  little  poems,  which  however 
are  not  numerous  enough  to  make  a  volume  of  themfelves, 

but 
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but  may  be  found,  fome  of  them  at  leafl,  among  the  works 
of  the  minor  poets,  publifhed  in  1749,  8vo.  He  was  a 
great  patron  of  poets  and  men  of  wit,  who  have  not  failed 
in  their  turn,  to  tranfmit  his  name  with  luftre  to  pofterity. 
Prior,  Dry  den,  Congreve,  Addifon,  and  many  more,  have 
all  exerted  themfelves  in  their  fcveral  panegyricks  upon  thi3 
patron  :  Prior  more  particularly,  whofe  cxquifitely  wrought 
chara(3:er  of  him,  in  the  dedication  of  his  poems  to  his  fon, 
the  prefent  duke  of  Dorfet,  is  to  this  day  admired  as  a  mal- 
ter-plece.  Take  the  following  pafTage,  as  a  fpecimen  :  ''  the 
*'  brightnefs  of  his  parts,  the  folidity  of  his  judgment,  and 
<'  the  candor  and  generofity  of  his  temper,  diftinguifhed  him 
"  in  an  age  of  great  politenefs,  and  at  a  court  abounding 
'^  with  men  of  the  fineft  fenfe  and  learning.  The  moft  emi- 
*'  nent  matters  in  their  feveral  ways  appealed  to  his  determi- 
"  nation  :  Waller  thought  it  an  honour  to  confult  him  in 
*'  the  foftnefs  and  harmony  of  his  verfe  ;  and  Dr.  Sprat  in 
<«  the  delicacy  and  turn  of  his  profe  :  Dryden  determines  by 
''  him,  under  the  character  of  Eugenius,  as  to  the  laws  of 
"  dramatic  poetry  :  Butler  owed  it  to  him,  that  the  court 
*'  tafted  his  Hudibras  -,  Wicherley,  that  the  toy^^n  liked  his 
*'  Plain  Dealer  ;  and  the  late  duke  of  Buckingham  deferred 
«'  to  publiQi  his  rehearfal,  till  he  was  fure,  as  he  exprefled 
**  it,  that  my  lord  Dorfet  would  not  rehearfe  upon  him  again. 
*'  If  we  wanted  foreign  teftimony,  La  Fontaine  and  St. 
<'  Euvremont  have  acknowledged,  that  he  was  a  perfect  mafter 
*'■  of  the  beauty  and  finenefs  of  their  language,  and  of  all 
*'  they  call  les  belles  lettres.  Nor  was  this  nicety  of  his 
*'  judgment  confined  only  to  books  and  literature  :  he  was  the 
*'  fame  in  ftatuary,  painting,  and  other  parts  of  art.  Ber- 
*'  nini  would  have  taken  his  opinion  upon  the  beauty  and  at- 
*'  titude  of  a  figure  ;  and  king  Charles  did  not  agree  with 
*'  Lely,  that  my  lady  Cleveland's  picture  was  finifhed,  till  it 
*'  had  the  approbation  of  my  lord  Buckhurft." 

SADLER  (John)  an  Englifli  writer,  defcended  of  an 
ancient  family  in  Shropfhire,  was  born  upon  Auguft  the  i8th, 
1 61 5,  and  educated  at  Emanuel  college  in  Cambridge  j  where 
he  became  eminent  for  his  great  knowledge  in  the  Hebrew 
and  other  Oriental  languages.  After  h^in^  taken  his  de- 
grees 
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grces  in  the  regular  way,  and  been  fome  years  fellow  of  his 
college,  he  removed  to  Lincoln's  Inn,  where  he  made  a  con- 
fiderable  progrefs  in  the  ftudy  of  the  law,  and  became  irt 
1644  a  mafter  in  chancery.  In  1649,  he  was  chofcn  town 
clerk  of  London,  and  publifhed  the  fame  year  a  book  with 
this  title,  "  Rights  of  the  Kingdom  ;  or,  Cuftoms  of  our 
*' Anceftors,  touching  the  duty,  power,  election,  or  fuccef- 
*'  fion  of  our  kings  and  parliaments,  our  true  liberty,  due 
*'  allegiance,  three  eftates,  their  legiflative  power,  orio-inal, 
*'  judicial  and  executive,  with  the  rriilitia  ;  freely  difcufTed 
**•  through  the  Britifh,  Saxon,  Norman  laws  and  hiftories." 
It  was  reprinted  at  London  in  1682,  and  has  alwa;ys  been 
highly  valued  by  lawyers  and  others.  He  was  greatly  efteem- 
ed  by  Oliver  Cromwell ;  who,  by  a  letter  from  Cork  dated 
December  the  ift,  1649,  offered  him  the  place  of  chief  juf- 
tice  of  Munfter  in  Ireland,  with  a  falary  of  loool.  per  an- 
num ;  which  he  excufed  himfelf  from  accepting.  Auguft  the 
31ft,  1650,  he  was  made  mafter  of  Magdalen  college  m 
Cambridge,  upon  the  removal  of  Dr.  Rainbowe,  who  again 
fucceeded  Mr.  Sadler  after  the  reftorition.  In  1653,  he  was 
chofen  member  of  parliament  for  Cambridge.  In  1655,  by 
•Warrant  of  the  proteftor  Cromwell,  purfuant  to  an  ordinance 
for  the  better  regulating  and  limiting  the  jurifdidion  of  the 
high  court  of  chancery,  he  was  continued  a  mafter  in  chan- 
cery, when  their  number  was  reduced  to  fix  only.  It  was 
by  his  intereft,  that  the  JeWs  obtained  the  privilege  of  build- 
ing for  themfelves  a  fynagogue  in  London.  In  1658,  he 
was  chofen  member  of  parliament  fpr  Yarmouth  5  and  the 
year  following,  was  appointed  firft  commiftioner  under. the 
o-reat  feal  with  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Whitelock,  and  others,  for 
the  probate  of  wills.  In  1660,  he  publiftled  '«  Olbia  :  The 
*'  New  Ijland  lately  di [covered.  With  its  religion,  rites  of 
*'  worfhip,  laws,  cuftoms,  government,  characters  and  lan- 
*'  guage  ;  with  education  of  their  children  in  their  fciencesj 
*' arts,  and  manufactures;  with  other  things  remarkable; 
*'  by  a  chriftian  pilgrim  driven  by  tempeft  from  Civita  Vec- 
*'  chia,  or  fome  other  parts  about  Rome,  through  the  ftraits 
*'  into  the  Atlantic  ocean.     The  firft  part.'* 

Soon  after  the  reftoration,  he  loft  all  his  employments,  by 
virtue  of  an  adt  of  parliament  "13  Caroli  II,  for  the  well- 

*'  governing 
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^^  governing  and  regulating  of  corporations  :^^  his  confcience 
not  permitting  him  to  take  or  fubfcribe  the  oath  and  declara- 
tion therein  required,  in  which  it  was  declared,  that  "  // 
"  was  not  lawful^  upon  any  pretence  whatever^  to  take  arms 
"  a^airift  the  king  ;"  an  obedience  fo  abfolute,  that  he  thought 
it  not  due  to  any  earthly  power,  though  he  had  never  en- 
Gfaged,  or  in  any  manner  acted  againft  the  king.  In  the  fire 
of  London  1666,  he  loll  feveral  houfes  of  valuer  and  foon 
after  his  manfion  houfe  in  Shropfhire  had  the  fame  fate. 
Thefe  misfortunes  and  feveral  others  coming  upon  him,  he 
retired  to  his  manor  and  feat  of  Warm  well  in  Dorfetfliire, 
which  he  had  obtained  with  his  wife  ;  where  he  lived  in  a 
private  manner,  and  died  in  April  1674,  aged  near  (ixty 
years. 

S  A  D  O  L  E  T  (James)  a  very  polite  and  learned  Ita- 
lian, was  born  at  Modena  in  1477  ;  and  was  the  fon  of  an 
eminent  Civilian,  who,  afterwards  becoming  a  profeflbr  at 
Ferrara,  took  him  along  with  him,  and  educated  him  with 
great  care.  He  acquired  a  mafterly  knowledge  in  the  La; in  Nkeron, 
and  Greek  tongues  very  early,  and  then  applied  himfelf  to 
philofophy  and  eloquence  ;  taking  Ariftotle  and  Cicero  for 
his  guides,  whom  he  confidered  as  the  firft  maftcrs  in  thefe 
two  ways.  He  alfo  cultivated  Latin  poetry,  in  which  he  fuc- 
ceeded  as  well  as  moft  of  the  moderns.  Going  to  Rome  un- 
der the  pontificate  of  Alexander  VI,  when  he  was  about 
twenty-two,  he  was  taken  into  the  family  of  cardinal  CaraiFe, 
who  loved  men  of  letters :  and  upon  the  death  of  this  cardinal 
in  151 1,  palled  into  that  of  P'rcderic  Fregofa,  archbiftiop  of 
Salerno,  where  he  found  Peter  Bembus,  and  contraded  an 
intimacy  with  him.  When  Leo  X.  afcended  the  papal  throne 
in  1 513,  he  chofe  Bembus  and  Sadolet  for  his  fecretaries ; 
men  extremely  qualified  for  the  office,  as  bofh  of  them  wrote 
with  great  elegance  and  facility  :  and  foon  after  made  Sado- 
let bilhop  of  Carpentras  near  Avignon.  Upon  the  death  of 
Leo  in  1 52 1,  he  went  to  his  diocefe^  and  refided  there  du- 
ring the  pontificate  of  Hadrian  VI.  but  Clement  VI  was  ncr 
fooner  feated  in  the  chair  in  1523,  than  he  recalled  him  tp 
Rome.  Sadolet  fubmitted  to  his  holinefs,  but  on  condition 
that  he  fhould  return  to  his  diocefe  at  the  end  of  three  years. 

Vol.  X.  F  which 
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which  he  did  very  punctually  :  and  it  is  well  he  did  fo  ;  for 
about  a  fortnight  after  his  departure  from  Rome,  in  1527, 
the  city  was  taken  and  pillaged  by  the  army  of  Charles  V. 
PaullII,  who  fucceeded  Clement  VII,  in  1534,  called  him 
to  Rome  again  ;  made  him  a  cardinal  in  1536,  and  employ- 
ed him  in  many  important  embaHies  and  negotiations.  Sa- 
dolet,  af  length  grown  too  old  to  perform  the  duties  of  his 
bifliopric,  went  no  more  from  Rome  ;  but  fpent  the  remain- 
der of  his  days  there  in  repofe  and  ftudy.  He  died  in  1547, 
not  without  poifan,  as  fome  have  Imagined  ;  becaufe  he  cor- 
refponded  too  familiarly  with  the  protectants,  and  teftified 
much  regard  for  fome  <if  their  do6tors.  It  is  true,  he  had 
written  in  15 39  a  Latin  letter  to  the  fenate  and  people  of 
Geneva,  with  a  view  of  reducing  them  to  an  obedience  to 
the  pope  ;  and  had  addrefled  himfelf  to  the  Calvinifts,  with 
the  afFeClionate  appellation  of,  CharifTiml  in  Chrifto  Fratres : 
but  this  proceeded  intirely  from  the  fweetnefs,  moderation, 
and  peaceablenels  of  his  nature,  and  not  from  any  inclination 
to  proteftantifm,  or  any  want  of  zeal  for  the  church  of  Rome, 
df  which  he  was  never  fufpecled  :  fo  that  all  furmifes  about 
poifon  may  vrell  be  looked  upon,  as  indeed  they  generally 
Were,  as  vain  and  groundlefs. 

Sadolet  in  his  younger  days  was  fomewh'at  gay  ;  and,  al- 
though his  exterior  deportment  had  gravity  enough  in  it,  yet 
there  is  no  doubt  that  he  indulged  in  the  delights  of  Rome, 
under  the  voluptuous  pontificates  of  Alexander  VI,  Julius  II, 
and  Leo  X.  However,  he  reformed  his  manners  very  ftrldly 
afterwards,  and -became  a  man  of  great  virtue  and  goodnefs. 
He  was,  like  the  other  fcholars  of  his  time,  a  clofe  imitator 
of  Cicero ;  and  therefore  it  is  not  furprlfmg,  that  he  is  difFufe, 
wordy,  and  more  remarkable  for  a  fine  turn  of  period,  than 
for  ftrength  and  folldity  of  matter  :  not  but  there  are  many 
noble  and  excellent  fentiments  in  his  writings.  His  works, 
which  are  all  in  Latin,  confift  of  cpiftles,  difTertatlons,  ora- 
tions, poems,  and  commentaries  upon  fome  parts  of  holy 
writ.  They  have  been  printed  oftentimes  fep'arately  :  but 
they  were  collei5lcd  and  publiihed  together,  in  a  large  8vo 
volum.e,  at  Mentz  in  1607.  All  his  contemporaries  have 
fpoken  of  him  in  the  highefl  terms  ;  Erafmus  particularly, 
who  calls  him  eximium  astatls  Ciix  decus.     Though  he  was, 

as 
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as  all  the  Ciceronians  were,  very  nice  and  exa«£t  about  his 
Latin,  yet  he  did  not,  like  Bembus,  carry  this  humor  to  fo 
ridiculous  a  length,  as  to  difdain  the  ufe  of  any  words,  that 
were  not  to  be  found  in  ancient  authors  ;  but  adopted  fuch 
terms,  as  later  inftitutions  and  cuftoms  had  put  men  upon  in- 
venting, as  Ecclefia,  Epifcopi,  &c.  &c.  The  jefuit  Rapin, 
fpeaking  of  his  poetry,  obferves,  that  he  had  imitated  the 
language  and  phraieology  of  the  ancients,  without  any  of 
their  fpirit  and  genius  :  but  fuppofing  this  true,  it  is,  I  fear, 
no  more  than  what  may  be  faid  in  fome  meafure  of  thofe, 
who  have  beft  fucceeded  in  modern  Latin  poetry. 

SAGE  (Alain  Rene  le)  an  ingenious  French  author^ 
was  born  at  Ruys  in  Bretany  in  the  year  1667  ;  and  may  per- 
haps be  reckoned  among  thofe,  who  have  written  the  lan- 
guage of  their  country  the  nearefl:  to  perfecl:ion.  He  had  wit, 
taile,  and  the  art  of  fetting  forth  his  ideas  in  the  moft  eafy 
and  natural  manner.  His  firll:  work  was  a  paraphraflical 
tranflation  of  Ariftasnetus's  letters.  He  afterwards  ftudied 
the  Spanifh  tongue,  and  made  a  journey  into  Spain  to  ac- 
quaint himfelf  with  the  Spanifli  cuftoms.  Le  Sage  generally 
took  the  plans  of  his  romances  from  the  Spanifh  writers ;  the 
manners  of  which  nation  he  has  very  well  imitated.  His  le 
Diable  Boiteux,  in  two  volumes  i2mo.  was  drawn  from  the 
Diabolo  Cojuclo  of  Guevara  :  and  his  Gil  Bias,  fo  well 
known  in  every  country  of  Europe,  from  Don  Gufman  d'Al- 
farache.  There  are  alfo  his  le  Bacheiier  de  Salamanque,  his 
new  Don  Qiiichotte,  and  fome  .comedies,  which  were  well 
received  at  the  French  theatre.  Le  Sage  died  in  a  little  houfe 
near  Paris,  where  he  fupported  himfelf  by  writing,  in  the 
year  1747.  "  His  romance  of  Gil  Bias,  fays  Voltaire,  con-  Siede  de 
'*  tinues  to  be  read,   becaufe  he  has  imitated  nature  in  it.'*     tom' n 

There  was  alfo  David  le  Sage,  born  at  Montpellier  about 
the  end  of  the  i6th  century,  and  afterwards  diftinguifhed  by 
his  immoralities  and  want  of  oeconomy,  as  well  as  by  his  po- 
etry. There  is  a  colledion  of  his,  intltled  Les  folies  du 
Sage,  confifting  of  fonnets,  elegies,  faiires,  and  epigrams. 
He  died  about  the  year  1650. 

P  2  SAINTE- 
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SAINTF-ALDEGONDE   (Philip  c!e  Mar- 
nix   lord  du  MoNt)   was  one  of  the  moil  illuftrious  perfons 
of  the   fixtecnth  century.     He  was  a  man  of  great  wit  and 
learning ;    underftood  Hebrew,   Greek,    Lr.tin,    and   feveral 
living  lanjruages  ;    and   was  deeply  verfed  in  civil  law,   poli- 
ticks and  divinity.  He  was  born  at  BrufTcls  in  the  year  1538  ; 
and  afterwards,  when  the  Low  Countries  were  perfecuted 
and  oppreflcd   by  the  Spaniards,    retired  into  Germany,   and 
was  promote.-^  at  Heidelberg  to  the  place  of  counfellor  in   the 
^dfmin-vi-   ecclefiaftical  council.     He  fuffered  great  hardfhips  before  he 
thjurifcon-      withdrew.     "  I  Was  forced,  fays  he,  to  endure  profcriptions, 
•'"'*  "  banifhments,  lols  of  eftate/ and  the  hatred  and  reproaches 

"  of  all  my  friends  and  relations  ;  and  at  lafl:  was  imprifoned 
"  for  a  year  under  the  duke  of  Alva  and  the  commander  Re- 
"  quezens,  during  which  time  I  recommended  rdyiiili  to 
"  God  for  at  Icaft  three  months  every  night,  as  if  that  would 
'*  be  my  lail-,  knowing  that  the  duke  of  Alva  had  twice  or- 
"  dered  me  to  be  put  to  death  in  prifon.  'Tanium  religto  po- 
"  tu'it fuudere  ?nalortwi.'^  In  the  year  1 5/2,  he  returned  to 
his  own  country,  in  order  to  employ  his  talents  in  the'fup- 
port  of  liberty,  and  to  the  advantage  bf  the  reformed  religion. 
He  was  highly  efl-eemed  by  the  prince  of  Orange,  and  did 
him  great  fervices,  not  by  arms  but  '"-y  words  :  for  he  knew 
how  to  write  and  to  fpeak  v/ell.  In  the  year  1575,  he  was 
one  of  the  deputies  fent  by  the  flates  to  England,  to  defire 
Melch.  A-  the  protection  of  queen  Elizabeth.  Three  years  after,  he 
dam,  &c.  ^^g  ^g^j  ^^  jl^^  archduke  Matthias  to  the  Diet  of  Worms, 
where  he  made  an  excellent  fpcech  to  the  ele6lors  and 
princes  of  the  empire  then  prefent ;  in  which,  as  Thuanus 
Hift.iibxvj.  ^^^^^  "^'  "  having  deplored  the  mifcrable  ftate  of  the  Low 
"  Countries,  and  fharply  declaimed  againft  the  tyranny  of  the 
««  duke  of  Alva,  and  Don  John  of  Audria,  he  defired  the 
'*  afliftance  of  the  empire,  fmce  the  empire  was  expofed  to 
"  the  fame  danger  with  the  Low  Countries  :  and  he  foretold, 
*'  that  the  flame  of  the  war,  if  it  were  not  flopped,  would 
'^  fpread  itfelf  farther,  and  feize  Cologne,  Munfter,  Emb- 
"  ^Qn,  and  other  neighbouring  cities,  which  the  Spaniards, 
'«  by  the  advice  of  the  duke  of  Alva,  had  long  ago  deter- 
''  mined  to  fubdue/'     He  was  one  of  the  plenipotentiaries 
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iciit  by  the  ftates  into  France  in  1580,  to  ofter  the  fovereignty 

of  their  provinces  to  the  duke  of  Alen^on  ;  and,  in  1581,  at- 

tciidcd  that  prince  to  England,  from  whence  he  wrote  to  the 

{['dies  the  faile  news  of  his  marriage  with  queen  EHzabeth. 

This  inftance  Mr.  Wicquefort  fets  before  the  eyes  of  ambaf-   Traite  de 

fadors,    to  make  them    cautious    of  the   news  they   write,   ^f^^^^^^l^ 

*'  Sometimes,   fays  he,   one  cannot  believe  even  what  one 

*'  fees  :   -y/V/V,   aui  vidiffe  putat.     The  fieur  de  Sainte  Alde- 

"  gondc,  who  managed  the  affairs  of  the  dates  of  the  Low 

"  Countries  at  the  court  of  London  in  the  year  1581,  be- 

"  ing  one  evening  in  the  queen's  chamber,  faw  her  in  con- 

"  verfation  with  the  duke  of  Alen^on.     The  lords  and  ladies 

"  were  at  fuch  a  dillance,  that  they  could  have  no  (hare  in 

*'  it  J  but  every  body  was  witnefs  of  an  a6lion,  from  which 

"  a  great  confequence  might  be  drawn.     The  queen,  taking 

*'  off  a  ring  from  her  finger,   put  it  upon  that  of  the  duke; 

"  who  immediately  went  away  with  an  air  of  joy  and  fatif- 

"  faction,  as  carrying  wich  him  the  pledge  and  afiuranccs  of 

"  his  marriage.     Sainte-Aldegonde,  thinking  this  action  of 

"  the  uimofl  importance  to  his  mailers,   gave  them  advice  of 

*'  it  by  an  exprefs,  which  he  difpatched  the  fame  night.    The 

*'  ringing  of  bells  and  firing  of  cannon,  anj  other  figns  of 

"  rejoicing,  through  all  the  Low  Countries,   proclaimed  the 

"  fatisfaction  they  received  from  this  advice  :   but  the  queen 

**  reproached  Sainte  Aldegonde  for  having  precipitately  giveif 

*'  an  advice,  the  falfiry  of  which  he  might  have  known  in  a 

''  few  hours.*'     He  v/as  conful  of  Antwerp  in  1584,   when 

that  city  was  bcfieged  by  the  duke  of  Parma;   in  1593,  he 

conduded   into   the   palatinate  the  princefs  Louifa  Juliana, 

daughter  of  William  I,   prince  of  Orange,   who  had  been 

betrothed  to  the  eleftor  Frederick  IV  ;  and,  in  159S,  he  died 

at  Ley  den  in  the  fixticth  yeaf  of  his  age.  Mekh.  A- 

He  was  one  of  the  grcatefl  and  moil:  difoerning  politicians  ^^^*  ^^' 
of  his  ov^n,  or  perhaps  any  other  age.  This  would  appear, 
if  from  nothing  elfe,  at  leafl  from  a  fmgle  tract  of  his,  wherein 
he  treats  of  the  "  Deftgns  of  the  Spunlards^^'  and  their  un- 
wearied endeavours  after  univerfal  monarchy  ;  and  where, 
like  a  true  prophet,  he  foretold  many  political  events,  which 
a£lually  happened  in  Great  Britain,  Poland,  and  France.  ^  ,  ,  » 
Amidft  all  his  employments  he  wrote  or  meditated  fomcthing,  dam,  &c. 
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which  might  be  ufeful  to  the  church  or  the  ftate  :   and  the 
books  which  he  publlfhed   have  not  been  thought  the  leaft 
fervice  he  performed.     His  view  in  many  of  his  pieces  was 
to  refute  the  controverfial  writers  of  the  church  of  Rome, 
and  to  raife  enemies  to  the  king  of  Spain.     He  did  not  always 
treat  thefe  matters  in  a  ferious  way  :   many  humorous  pro^ 
dudions  came  from  his  hanJs.     In  the  year  157 1,  he  pub- 
lifhed   in  Dutch  the  Romifh'  Hive,    A  hear 'mm   Romanum  ; 
and  dedicated  it  to  Francis  Sonnius,  bifhop  of  BoiHeduc,  one 
of  the  principal  inquificors  of  the  Low  Countries.     This  be- 
ing full  of  comical  ftories  was  received  by  the  people  with 
incredible  applaufe  ;  and  like  Erafmus's  colloquies,  did  more 
inj-.ry  to  the  church  of  Rome,  than  a  ferious   and  learned 
book  would  have  done.     He  w^rote  in  PVench  a  book  of  the 
fame  kind,    which  was  printed   foon  after  his  death  ;   and  is 
intiiled  Tableau  des   differens  de   la  Religion  ;    that   is,    *'  a 
*'  Pifture  of  the  differences  of  Religion."     In  this  perform- 
ance he  is  very  facetious,  and  introduces  jokes,  mixed  at  the 
fame  time  with  good  reafons.     The  fuccefs  of  this  work  was 
no  lefs  than  that  of  the  Ahearium.     Numbers  of  people  di- 
verted themfelves  with  examining  this  pi6lure,   and  by   that 
means  confirmed  themfelves  in  their  belief  more  ftrongly,  than 
by  reading  the  beft  book  of  Calvin.     Thuanus  however  did 
notapprovehis  method  of  treating  controverfy :   "  I  faw,  (sys 
*'  he,   Philip  de  Marnix  at  the  fiege  of  Paris,  and  lodged 
*'  three  months  in  the  fame  houfe  with  him.     He  was  a  po- 
""  lite  man,  but  this  is  no  great  matter.     He  has  treated  of 
*'  religion  in  the  fame  ftile  with  Rabelais,  which  was  very 
*'  wrono;  in  him."     He  is  faid  to  have  been  the  aut'ior  of  a 
famous  fong,  written  in  praife  of  prince  William  of  Naflau, 
and  addreiTed  to  the  people  of  the  Low  Countries  under  the 
cpprciiion  of  the  duke  of  Alva  :  and  this  fong  was  fuppofed 
to  be  of  great  fervice,  when  they  were  forming  a  defign  of 
erediixig  a  new  republick,   which  might  fupport  itfelf  againfi: 
fo  powerful  a  monarch,    as   the  king  of  Spain.     "  In  this 
in  Ehgih        "  point,  fays  Verheiden,  Sainte-Aldegonde  (hewed  himfelf 
fTruJ^^^'    "  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  another  Tyrtasus,  fo  often  applauded  by  Plato  ; 
p.  145.  '*  for  as  this  fong  contains  an  encomium  of  that  brave  prince, 

"  excitements  to  virtue,  confolation  for  their  loffes,  and  ufe- 
«'  ful  advices,  it  infpired  the  people  with  a  ftrong  refolution 
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'«  of  defending  the  prince  and  the  liberty  of  their  country." 
He  was  engaged  in  a  Dutch  verfion  of  the  holy  fcriptures, 
when  he  died.  He  had  tranflated  from  the  Hebrew  into 
Dutch  verfe  the  pfalms  of  David  ;  but  this  verfion  was  not 
admitted  into  the  church,  though  better  than  that  which  was 
commonly  ufed.  "  That  work,  fays  Melchior  Adam,  has 
"  been  feveral  times  printed,  but  never  received  by  the  com- 
"  mon  confent  of  the  preachers;  whereas  the  other  verfion  is 
"  learnt  by  fome  thoufands  :  for  the  fate  of  books  is  accord- 
*'  ingto  the  capacity  of  a  reader  :  Pro  captu  le^oris  hahent 
"  fuafata  libelli''  -  But  if  this  maxim  be  true,  the  number  of 
editions  will  be  no  proof  of  the  goodnefs  of  a  book  ;  becaufe 
the  more  fooliih  and  empty  any  age  is,  and  the  more  vitiated 
aiid  depraved  its  tafte,  the  more  will  ill  books  be  fought  after, 
and  good  ones  neglected. 

SAINT-CYRAN  (John  du  Verger  de  Houranne, 
Abbot  of  )  was  defcended  from  a  noble  family,  and  born  at 
Bayonne  in  the  1581.  He  was  inftrufted  in  the  belles  lettres 
in  France,  and  afterwards  went  to  ftudy  divinity  at  Louvain  ; 
where  he  acquired  the  friendfliip  of  Juftus  Lipfius,  who  has 
o-iven  a  publicteftimony  of  his  high  efteem   for  him. .   The   Lipf.  Cent. 

,  •/!  rn    ■  '  /•  1       r  1         I,-       '        ^  IV.  ep.   62, 

biihop  of  roitiers  was  his  patron,  andreligned  to  him  m  1620   &  92.  Cent, 
the  abbey  of  Saint-Cyran.     He  was  a  very  learned  man,  and   ^-  ep.  41* 
wrote  a  great  may  books.     He  is  particularly  memorable  for 
two  extraordinary   paradoxes,  he  is  faid  to  have  maintained  : 
the  firft  of  which  is,   that  a  man  under   certain  circumftances 
tnay  kill  himfelf,   the  fecond,  that  Bijhops  may  take  up  arms. 
It  appears  however  from  an  authentic  memoir  communicated   p*"*'  ^^jj^" 
to  Mr.  Baylc,  that  he  did  not  in  reality  hold  the  hwfulnefsof   I. 
fuicide.     The  book,  wherein  this  queftion  is   difcufl'ed,   was 
printed   at  Paris  in   1609,  and  intitlcd,  ^ejlion  Roiale^  &c. 
that  is,  "  the  Royal  ^ejlion  ;  fhewing  in  what  extremity, 
*'  efpecially  in  the  time  of  peace,  a  fubje61:  may  be  obliged  to 
"  preferve  the  life  of  a  prince  at  the  expence  of  his  own." 
The  occafion  of  writing  this  book  is  curious  enough  to  de- 
ferve  to  be  mentioned  :  and  it  is  as  follows.     When  Henry 
IV,  of  France  afked  fome  lords  what  he  fhouid  have  done,   if 
at  the  battle  of  Arques,  in  (lead  of  conquering,   he   had   been 
obliged  to  fly,  and  embarking  on  the  fea  which  was  near  with- 
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out  any  provifions,  a  fiorm  had  caft  him  upon  fome  defart  ifle 
at  a  diftance  ;  one  of  them  anfvvered  htm,  that  '^  he  would 
''  fooner  have  given  himfelf  for  food,  by  depriving  himfeif  of 
*'  his  own^life,  which  hemuft  have  loft  Ton  after,  than  have 
*'  fufFered  the  king  to  periili  with  hunger."  Upon  this,  the 
kingftarred  a  queftion,  whether  this  might  lawfully  be  done  ? 
and  the  count  de  Cramail,  who  v/as  prefent  at  this  difcourfe, 
going  fome  time  after  to  villt  Du  Verger,  whofe  particular 
friend  he  was,  propofed  to  him  this  queftion,  and  engaged  him 
to  anfwer  it  in  writing.  Du  Verger,  who  was  then  in  the 
heat  of  youth,  and  might  be  touched  with  the  generofity  of  the 
refoluiion,  exercifed  himfelf  upon  this  queftion  purely  meta- 
phyfical,  as  he  would  have  done  upori  the  clemency  of  Phala« 
ris  ;  and  having  given  his  folution  of  it  two  ways  to  the 
count  de  Cramail,  this  lord  fupprefTed  the  bed  folution,  and 
publiflied  the  other  without  the  author's  name,  or  even  know- 
ledge, under  the  title  o^ ^eji'ion  Royale  \  becaufe  the  king 
liad  propofed  it,  and  becaufe  it  regarded  only  the  fmgle  cafe 
relating  to  the  life  and  perfon  of  the  king.  From  which  it 
appears,  as  Du  Verger  afterwards  declared  to  his  friends,  that 
this  little  piece  did  not  fet  forth  his  true  opinion,  but  was  only 
a  paradox,  which  that  lord  had  engaged  him  to  maintain  in 
his  youth,  as  Ifocrates  wrote  a  panegyrick  on  Bufiris. 

His  other  paradox,  however,  we  do  not  find  that  he  ever 
difowned.  The  bifhop  of  Poitiers,  his  patron,  not  only  took 
arms,  and  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  men,  in  order 
to  force  feveral  noblemen  he  diftruftcd  to  leave  Poitiers,  but 
likewife  publiflied  an  Apology  in  1615  againft  thofe,  who  af- 
ferted  that  "  tt  was  not  lawful  for  eccleftaftics  in  a  cafe  ofne- 
'^  ceffity  to  have  recourfe  to  arms,'*\  This  apology  is  allowed 
to  have  had  du  Ver2;er  for  its  author ;  and  it  was  pleafantly 
called  by  a  learned  man  of  that  time,  "  The  Koran  of  the 
*'  BiJJjop  of  Poitiers,'*^  Du  Verger  was  one  of  thofe,  who 
did  not  approve  of  the  Council  of  Trent :  he  confidered  it  as  a 
political  afiembly,  and  by  no  means  a  true  council.  In  the 
year  1637,  he  was  committed  to  prifon  ;  as  his  friends  fay,  be- 
caufe cardinal  Richelieu  wanted  to  be  revenged  on  him,  for 
refufing  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  nullity  of  the  marriage  of  the 
duke  of  Orleans  with  the  princefs  of  Lorrain.  Other  reafons 
however  were  publicly  given  out,  and  attempts  were  made  to 
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ruin  him  as  a  teacher  of  falfe  dodtrines.  It  is  faid,  the  cardi- 
nal thought  him  (o  well  qualified  to  anfwer  the  mlnifters,  who 
had  written  againft  cardinal  Perron  concerning  the  primacy  of 
the  pope  and  the  real  prefence,  that  "he  exhorted  him  to  under- 
take that  work  in  prilbn,  and  offered  him  all  the  books  and 
adiftances  necciiary ;  but  the  abbot  of  Saint-Cyran  replied, 
that  it  was  not  for  the  honor  of  the  church,  that  the  head  and 
principal  myftery  of  it  fliould  be  defended  by  a  prifoncr.  He 
died  of  an  apoplexy  at  Paris,  October  the  2d,  1643  :  not 
however  in  confinement  at  Bois  de  Vincennes,  as  fome  have 
falfely  aflerted,  but  after  he  was  fet  at  liberty. 

S  A I N  T  E  -  M  A  R  T  H  E,  in  Latin  Sammarthanus :  the 
name  of  a  family  in  France,  which  for  more  than  an  hundred 
years  has  been  fruitful  in  men  of  letters.  The  firll  Gaucher  Niceron, 
de  Sainte-Marthe  had  a  fon  named  Charles,  born  in  1512, 
who  became  phyfician  to  Francis  II,  and  was  remarkable  for 
his  eloquence.  Qi^ieen  Margaret  of  Navarre  and  the  duchefs 
of  Vendome,  honored  him  with  their  particular  efteem,  and 
conferred  favors  upon  him  ;  and  therefore,  when  thofe  ladies 
died  in  1550,  he  teflified  his  grief  by  a  funeral  oration  upon 
each,  which  he  caufed  to  be  publi(hed  the  fame  year.  That 
upon  the  queen  was  in  Latin,  the  other  in  French.  There 
is  alfo  fome  Latin  and  French  poetry  of  his  in  being.     He  died 

'''  1555- 

Scevole,  the  nephew  of  Charles,  was  born  at  Loudun  in 
February  1536,  and  became  very  diftinguiftied  both  in  learn- 
ing and  bufinefs.  Fie  loved  letters  from  his  infancy,  and 
made  a  very  great  progrefs  in  them.  He  learned  the  Latin, 
Greek,  and  Hebrew  tongues  ;  and  became  an  orator,  a  law- 
yer, a  poet,  and  an  hiftorian.  The  qualities  of  his  heart  are 
faid  to  have  anfwered  thofe  of  his  head  :  for  he  is  reprefented 
as  having  been  a  good  friend,  zealous  for  his  country,  and  of 
inviolable  fidelity  to  his  prince.  He  had  in  the  reigns  of  Hen- 
ry III,  and  Henry  IV,  feveral  confiderable  employments, 
which  he  fuflained  with  great  reputation.  In  1579,  he  was 
governor  of  Poitiers,  and  afterwards  treafurer  of  France  for 
this  diftri6t.  In  1593  and  1594,  he  exercifed  the  office  of  in- 
tendant  of  the  finances,  in  the  army  of  Bretagne,  commanded 
by  the  duke  de  Montpenficr  :  and  in  the  latter  of  thefe  years, 
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he  reduced  Poitiers  to  the  (uhjcSii'm  of  Henry  IV,  for  which 
fingular  fervice  that  prince  wa?  greatly  obliged  to  him.  Some 
time  after,  he  conceived  thoughts  of  retiring  to  his  own  coun- 
try, and  fpending  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  contemplatioa 
and  tranquillity  :  but  he  was  again  made  governor  of  Poitiers, 
.  and  this  dignity  was  conferred  on  him  with  fuch  fmgular  cir- 
cumftances  of  favor  and  efteem,  that  he  could  not  decline  it. 
Upon  the  expiration  of  this  office,  he  went  to  Paris,  and  from 
thence  to  Loudun,  where  he  lived  the  reft  of  his  days  in  otio 
cum  dignitate.  This  town  had  been  often  protected  from 
ruin  in  the  civil  .wars,  merely  by  his  credit  ;  and  therefore 
could  not  but  regard  him  as  its  prote6lor  and  faviour.  The 
inhabitants  called  him  the  father  of  his  country.  He  died 
there  in  March  1623,  regretted  by  all  the  world  ;  and  his  fu- 
neral oration  was  m^ide  by  the  famous  Urban  Grandier.  He 
was  the  author  of.  La  loiiange  de  la  ville  de  Poitiers,  1573  ; 
Opera  Poetica,  confifting  of  odes,  elegies,  epigrams,  and  fa- 
cred  poems,  in  French  and  Latin,  1575  ;  Gallorum  do6i:rina 
illuftrium  elogia,  1598  :  but  his  chief  work,  and  that  which 
keeps  his  name  ftiil  alive  in  the  republic  of  letters,  is,  his 
three  books,  called  Pasdotrophia,  feu  de  puerorum  educatione, 
printed  In  1584,  and  dedicated  toFIenry  III.  This  poem 
went  through  ten  editions  in  the  author's  life-time,  and  hath 
gone  through  as  many  fmce.  It  was  neatly  printed  at  Lon- 
don 1708,  in  1 2mo.  together  with  d'.c  Callipoedia  of  Claudius 
Qi^iillet;  who  declares  in  that  poem,  how  infinitely  he  ad- 
mired it.  Here  follows  part  of  a  Latin  letter  of  the  poet  Ron- 
fard,  to  J.  Anth.  de  Baif,  to  ihew,  how  it  was  received  at  its 

jfirft  publication  : Dii  boni  I  quern  mihi  librum  mififti  a 

noflro  Sammarthano  confcriptum  ?  non  liber  eft,  funt  ipfae 
Mufae  :  totum  noftrum  Helicona  teftem  appello.  Quin  &  ft 
de  eo  judicium  mihi  concefTum  fit,  velim  equidem  ilium  omni- 
bus hujus  feculi  Poetis  anteponere  :  vel  fi  Bembus,  Nauge- 
rius,  divinufque  Fracaftorius  aegre  laturi  funt.  Dum  enim 
perpcndo  quam  apte  fuavitatem  carminis  purae  terfasque  dic- 
tioni,  fabulam  hiftorias,  philofophiam  arti  medicae,  conjunx- 
erit,  libet  exclamarc, 

Deus,  Deus,  ille  Menalca. 

fe- 
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feculumque  iflud  fclix  dicere,  quod  nobis  talem  tantumque 
virum  protulerit. 

Scevole  left  feveral  Tons  ;  of  whom  Abel,  the  eldeft,  born  at 
Lnudun  in  1570,  applied  himfelF,  like  his  father,  to  literaturr. 
He  cultivated  French  and  Latin  poetry,  and  fucceeded  in  it. 
His  Latin  poems  were  printed  with  thofe  of  his  father  in  1632, 
4to.  but  are  inferior  to  them.  Lewis  XIII  fettled  on  him  a 
penfion,  for  the  fcrvices  he  had  done  him  ;  and  made  him  a 
counfellor  of  ftate.  In  1627,  he  was  made  librarian  to  the 
king  at  Fontainebleau  ;  and  had  after  that  feveral  other  com- 
miffions  of  importance.  He  died  at  Poitiers  in  1652  :  his  O- 
pufcula  Varia  were  printed  there  in  1645,  8vo-  This  Abel 
had  a  fon  of  his  own  name,  born  in  1630,  and  afterwards  di- 
ftinguifhed  by  his  learning.  He  fucceeded  his  father  as  libra- 
rian at  Fontainebleau,  and  in  that  quality  prefented  to  Lewis 
XIV,  in  16685  iin  difcours  pour  le  retabliirement  de  cette 
Bibliotheque.     He  died  in  1706. 

Scevole*s  fecond  and  third  fons,  Scevole  and  Lewis,  were 
born  in  1571.  They  were  twin  brothers,  of  the  fame  tem- 
per, genius,  and  ftudies ;  with  this  difference  only,  that  Sce- 
vole, continued  a  layman,  and  married,  while  Lewis  em- 
braced the  ecclefiaftical  ftate.  They  fpent  their  lives  toge- 
ther in  perfe6t  union,  and  were  occupied  in  the  fame  labors. 
They  were  both  counfellors  to  the  king,  and  hiftoriographers 
of  France.  They  were  both  interred  at  St.  Severin  in  Paris, 
in  the  fame  grave:  though  Scevole  died  in  1650,  and  Lewis 
did  not  die  till  1656.  They  diftinguiflied  themfelves  by  their 
knowledge,  and  in  conjun6tion  compofed  the  Gallia 
Chriftiana. 

Befides  thefe,  there  v/as  Denis,  Peter  Scevole,  Abel  Lewis, 
Claude  de  Sainte-Marthe  ;  all  men  of  learning,  and  who 
diftinguifhcd  themfelves  by  various  publications  :  but  their 
works  are  not  of  a  nature,  to  make  a  particular  enumeration 
of  them  neceffary  here.  They  relate  to  things,  peculiar  to 
the  ecclefiaftical  and  civil  ftate  of  France :  and  things,  of  no 
importance  at  all  to  a  foreigner. 

SALLENGRE  (  Albert  Henry  de  )  a  very  in- 
genious and  laborious  writer,  was  born  at  the  Hague  in  1694; 
his  father  being  receiver  general  of  Walloon  Flanders,  and  of 


torn.  1. 
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Niceron,  a  vcry  ancicnt  and  confidcrable  family.  He  vvr.s  educated 
with  great  care,  and  fent  at  a  proper  age  to  Leyden  ;  where 
he  ftudied  hiftory  under  Peiizonius,  philofophy  under  Ber- 
nard, and  Law  under  Voetius  and  Noodt.  Having  fmifhed 
his  academical  ftudies  with  honor,  he  returned  to  his  parents 
at  the  Hague,  and  was  admitted  an  advocate  in  the  court  of 
Holland.  After  the  peace  of  Utrecht  in  171 3,  he  went  to 
France  ;  and  fpent  fome  time  at  Paris  in  vifiting  libraries,  and 
in  cultivating  friendfhips  with  learned  men.  In  1716,  he  was 
made  counfellor  to  the  princefs-  of  NaiFauj  and  the  year  after, 
commiflary  of  the  finances  of  the  States  General.  He  went 
again  to  France  in  1717,  and  tv/o  years  after  to  England, 
where  he  was  ele6ted  fellow  of  the  royal  focicty.  He  had 
made  feveral  publications,  which  fhev/ed  parts,  learning,  and 
induftry  ;  and  without  doubt  would,  if  he  had  lived,  have 
been  of  o-reatufe  and  ornament  to  the  republic  of  letters  :  but 
catching  the  fmall-pox,  he  died  otic  the  27th  cf  July  1723, 
in  his  30th  year. 

He  had  a  hand  in  the  literary  journal,  which  began  at  the 
Hagie  in  1713.  In  1714,  he  pubiifhed  L'Eloge  de  TYvrefTe, 
a  piece  of  much  fpirit  and  gaiety  :  in  1715,  Hiiloire  de  Pierre  de 
Montmour,  a  colIe£i:ionofalI  the  pieces  written  againfl  this  famous 
parafite,  with  a  prefatory  difcourfe  giving  an  account  of  them  : 
MONT-  in  1 7 16,  Commentaires  fur  les  Epitres  d'Ovide  par  M.  de  Me- 
MAUR.  2;iriac,  with  a  difcourfe  upon  the  life  and  works  of  Meziriac  : 
the  fame  year,  Poefies  de  M.  de  la  Monnoye  :  in  1716,  1718, 
17 19,  Nevus  Thefaurus  Antiquitatum  Romanarum,  a  Supple- 
ment to  Grasviu^'s  colle£^ion,  in  three  Volumes  folio  :  in  17 18, 
Huetii  de  rebus  ad  eum  pertinentibus  Commentarius,  with  a 
preface  written  by  hi mfelf. 

So  far  he  wasj  we  fee,  chiefly  an  editor  of  other  people*s 
works  ;  but  at  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was  very  bufy  upon  a 
confide,  able  one  of  his  own  :  and  that  was,  a  Hiftory  of  the 
United  Provinces  from  the  year  1609,  to  the  conclufion  of  the 
peace  of  Munlter  in  1648.  It  was  publiflied  at  the  Hague  in 
1728,  with  this  title  ;  EfTai  d'une  Hiftoire  des  Provinces  Unies 
pour  I'annee  1621,  ou  la  Treve  finit,  &  la  Guerre  recommence 
^vecl'Efpagne,  4to. 

SALLO 


Art. 


S    A    L    L    O.  221 

S  ALLO  (Denis  de)  a  French  writer,  famous  for  in- 
venting literary  journals,  was  defcended  from  an  ancient  and 
noble  family,  and  was  born  at  Paris  in  1626.  He  was  far 
from  being  one  of  des  celebres  enfans,  of  thofe  children  who 
aitonifh  us  by  their  l-orwiirdnefs  :  on  the  contrary  he  was  very 
dull  and  heavy,  and  gave  little  hopes  of  any  progrefs  in  letters 
or  fclence.  His  genius  broke  out  all  at  once  afterwards  ;  and 
he  not  only  acquired  the  Greek  and  Latin  tongues  in  a 
mafterly  way,  but  maintained  public  thefes  in  philofophy  with 
prodigious  applaufe.  Hz  then  ftudied  the  law,  and  was  admit- 
ted a  counfellor  in  the  parliament  of  Paris  in  1652.  He  did 
not  fufFcr  himfelf,  however,  to  be  fo  immerfed  in  bufinefs,  as 
to  negle(5l  the  purfjit  of  letters  :  he  read  all  kinds  of  books, 
made  curious  refearches,  and  kept  a  perfon  always  near  him 
to  take  down  his  reflctSlions,  and  to  make  abftra6ls.  In  1664, 
he  formed  the  project  of  a  Journal  des  S^avans  ;  and  the  year 
following,  began  to  give  it  to  the  public  under  the  name  of 
Sieur  de  Herouville,  which  was  that  of  his  valet  de  chambre. 
But  he  played  the  critic  too  feverel}^,  and  gave  great  offence  to' 
thofe,  who  knew  how  to  make  returns.  Mr.  Menage's  Amns  • 
nitates  Juris  Civilis  was  one  of  the  fird  of  thofe  works,  which 
fell  under  Mr.  Sallo's  cognizance,  and  was  cenfured  pretty 
fmartly:  which  cenfure  provoked  Mr.  Menage  to  treat  our 
critic  with  great  feverity,  in  his  preface  to  the  works  of  Mai  • 
herbe,  printed  in  1666.  Charles  Patin's  Introdudlion  a  la 
connoifiance  des  medailies  was  another  work,  our  journalift 
took  liberties  with  ;  and  this  excired  his  father  Guy  Patin,  to 
abufe  both  him  and  his  journal  with  as  little  ceremony  and 
referve,  as  he  dealt  with  all  who  difpleafed  and  provoked  him.  g^^  p^^ 
In  fliort,  the  newnefs  and  ftrangenefs  of  the  thing,  and  the  TIN 
natural  diflike  that  people  have  to  be  criticlfed,  raifcd  fuch  a 
ftorm  againft  Mr.  Sallo,  as  he  was  not  able  to  weather  out  : 
and  therefore,  after  having  publi{hed  his  third  journal,  he  drop- 
ped the  work,  or  rather  turned  it  over  to  ths?  Abbe  Gallois, 
who,  re-afluming  it  the  next  year,  contented  himfelf,  inftcad 
of  criticizing  and  cenfuring,  with  giving  titles  and  making  ex- 
tradts.  All  the  nations  of  Europe  followed  this  plan  of  Mr, 
Sallo;  and  dift'erent  literary  journals  fprung  up  every  where 
under  different  titles.     Mr.  Voltaire,  after  mcntioninjj;  Mr. 
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Sallo  as  the  inventor  of  this  kind  of  writing,  fays,  that  '«  it 
"  was  brought  to  pcrfe6iion  by  Mr.  Bayle,  but  afterwards 
**  diftionoured  by  other  journals,  which  were  publifhed  at  the 
*'  defire  of  avaricious  bookfeUers,  and  written  by  obfcure  men, 
"  who  filled  them  with  erroneous  extrails,  follies,  and  lies. 
5'  Things^  fays  he,  are  come  to  thatpafs,  that  praife  and  cen- 
Siede  de  "  fure  are  all  made  a  public  traffic,  efpecially  in  periodical 
Tonf  n'^*  "  papers ;  and  letters  have  fallen  into  difgrace  by  the  manage- 
"  meat  and  conduct  of  thefe  infamous  icribblers." 

Mr.  de  Sallo  died  in  1669  ;  and,  although  he  publiflied  a 
piece  or  two  of  hisown^  yet  he  is  now  to  be  commemorated 
only  fcxr  letting  on  foot  a  fcheme,  which  might  have  been  of 
infinite  ufe  to  letters,  but  by  abuCe  is  likely  to  become  their 
deftrudtion  :  nothing  contributing  more  to  propagate  bad 
tafte,  to  confound  truth  v/ith  falfehood,  and  to  level  men  of 
parts  and  learning  with  thofe  who  have  neither,  than  literary 
journals,  as  they  are  now  almod:  every  where  condu61.ed. 

SALLUSTIUS  (Caius  Crispus  )  a  celebrated  Ro- 
man hiflorian,  was  born  at  Amiternum,  a  city  cf  Italy,  a  year 
after  the  poet  Catullus  was  born  at  Verona  ;  that  is,  in  the  year 
of  Rome  669,  and  before  Chrift  85.  His  familyv/as  Plebeian, 
and  not  Patrician,  as  appears  from  his  being  afterwards  tribune  of 
the  people ;  and  it  is  obfervable,  that  he  is  on  all  occafions 
fevere  upon  the  nobles,  particularly  in  his  hiftory  of  the  Jugur- 
thine  war.  Flis  education  was  liberal,  and  he  made  the  heft 
u(e  of  it;  of  which  we  need  no  other  proof,  than  thofe  valu- 
able hiftorical  monuments  of  his,  that  are  happily  tranfmitted 
to  us  among  the  few  remains  of  antiquity.  Suetonius  has 
told  us  the  name  of  his  mafter,  in  his  book,  de  illufiribus  Gram- 
maticis.  No  man  has  inveighed  more  fharply  againft  the 
vices  of  his  age,  than  this  hiftorian  ;  yet  no  m^n  had  lefs 
pretenfions  to  virtue,  than  he.  His  youth  was  fpent  in  a  moft 
lewd  and  profligate  manner;  and  his  patrimony  almoft  fquan- 
dered  away,  when  he  had  fcarcely  taken  polTeffion  of  it. 
Marcus  Varro,  a  writer  of  undoubted  credit,  relates,  in  a 
,  a.  A.  •  fragment  preferved  by  Aulus  Gellius,  that  Sallufl  was  a£^ually 
Ltb.  XVii!  caught  in  bed  with  Faufta,  the  daughter  of  Sylla,  by  Milo 
c.  18.  jjgj.  hufband ;  who  fcourged  him  v^ry  feverelv,  and  did  not 

fufFer 
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fuffer  him  to  depart,  till  he  had   redeemed  his  liberty  with  a 
confiderable  fum. 

A.  U.  C  694,  he  was  made  queftor,  and  in  702  tribune 
of  the  people;  in  neither  of  which  places  is  he  allowed  to 
have  acquitted  himfclf  at  all  to  his  honor.  By  virtue  of  his 
queftorfhip,  he  obtained  an  admifllon  into  the  fenate  ;  but 
was  expelled  from  thence  by  the  cenfors  in  704,  on  account 
of  his  immoral  and  debauched  way  of  life.  The  author  of 
the  inveiStive  againR  him,  which  is  falfcly  attributed  to  Cicercs 
fays,  that  after  his  expulfion  from  the  fenate,  he  was  no  lon- 
ger feen  in  Rome  ;  and  fufpeils,  that  he  fled  to  Caifar,  who 
was  then  in  Gaul.  It  is  certain,  that  in  the  year  705  Csefar 
restored  him  to  the  dignity  of  a  fenator  ;  and  to  introduce  him 
into  the  houfe  with  a  better  grace,  made  him  queftor  afecond 
time.  In  the  adminiftration  of  this  office  he  behaved  himfelf 
very  fcandaloufly,  expofed  every  thing  to  fale,  that  he  could 
find  a  purchafer  for,  and,  if  we  may  believe  the  author  of  the 
invcvSliive,  thought  nothing  wrong,  which  he  had  a  mind  to 
do:  nihil  non  venal e  hahuerit^  cujus  aliquis  emptor  fuit^  nihil  Cicer,mSaI« 
non  ccquum  iff  verum  duxit^  quod  ipfi  facer e  colUhuiJfet,  In 
the  year  707,  when  the  African  war  was  at  an  end,  he  was 
made  prsetor  for  his  fervices  to  Caefar,  and  fent  to  Numidia, 
where  he  a61:ed  the  fame  part,  as  Verres  had  done  in  Sicily  ; 
outrageoufly  plundered  the  province,  and  returned  with  fuch 
immenfe  riches  to  Rome,  that  he  purchafed  a  moft  magni- 
ficent building  upon  mount  Quirinal,  with  thofe  gardens 
which  to  this  day  retain  the  name  of  Sallujfian  Gardens^  be- 
fides  his  country  houfe  at  Tivoli.  How  he  fpent  the  remain- 
ing part  of  his  life,  we  have  no  account  from  ancient  writers  5 
but  probably  in  adorning  his  houfes,  in  building  villa's,  and 
in  procuring  all  thofe  elegancies  and  delights,  which  were 
proper  to  gratify  an  indolent  and  luxurious  humor.  Eufcbius 
tells  us,  that  1-ie  married  Terentia,  the  divorced  wife  of  Ci- 
cero ;  and  that  he  died  at  the  age  of  fifty,  in  the  year  719, 
which  was  about  four  years  before  the  battle  of  A«5lium. 

The  early  Chriftians,  who  were  more  remarkable  for  the 
ftri6tnefs  of  their  lives,  than  the  elegancy  of  their  writings, 
ufed  to  fay  of  themfelvcs,  non  magna  loquimnr^  fed  vivimus. 
Our  hiftorian  muft  have  reverfed  this,  and  faid,  -non  magna 
vivimui^  fed  loquimur  \   fmcc  no  man  wrote  better^   and  at 
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the  fame  time  lived  worfe.  The  ancients  themfelves  allowed 
him  the  firll  place  among  their  hiflorians,  as  appears  from 
thefe  lines  of  Martial  ; 

Hie  er'ity   ut  perhlhent  dodorum  cor  da  virorum^ 
Crifpus  Romana  Primus  in  Hijioria. 

and  they  have  been  followed  in  this  by  many  of  the  moderns, 
Mr.  Le  Clerc,  who  has  written  the  life  of  Sallufl:,  is  very 
angry  at  him  for  thus  crying  up  virtue,  while  he  continued 
to  pradtife  vice;  muho  magis^  fays  he,  iratn  nojiram  movent 
Vita  prae-  improborum  honejii  fermcnes  :  becaufe  he  thinks  it  injurious  to 
tioni  Wafs.  ^^^  caufe  of  virtue,  to  be  patronized  by  fuch  advocates.  Now 
we  think  juil  the  contrary.  Virtue,  as  it  fliould  feem,  can- 
not derive  a  greater  Amclion,  than  from  the  praifes  beftowed 
on  it  by  vitious  men  ;  whofe  reafon  forces  them  to  approve, 
what  their  pailions  will  not  fufter  them  to  practife.  Nor  is 
there  that  fingularity  in  fuch  a  charadter,  which  is  generally 
imagined.  Ther^  is  not  perhaps  a  man  breathing,  who  may 
not  lay  with  Ovid,  k^ideo  meliora  prohoque^  deteriora  fequor. 
The  celebrated  fir  Richard  Steele  felt  this  in  a  high  degree ; 
which  made  him  wifh,  that  there  was  fome  word  in  our  lan- 
guage to  expreis  a  lover  of  virtue,  as  philofophy  among  the 
^  Greeks  exprefled  a  lover  of  wifdom.     When   therefore  we 

^  find  Salluft  lamenting,   as  he  does  in  the  beginning  of  the 

Hijhry  of  Catiline's  Con  [piracy^  his  having  been  fo  deeply  en- 
gaged in  the  vices  of  his  age,  and  refolving  for  the  future 
not  to  fpend  his  precious  time  in  idlenefs  and  luxury,  Jecor- 
dia  at  que  defidia  bonum  ocium  conterere^  there  is  «o  reafon  at 
all  to  doubt  of  his  fmcerity  ;  (for  fuch  reflexions  are  very  na- 
tural under  any  ftroke  of  adverfity,  or  feafon  of  difgrace, 
which  he  was  probably  in,  when  he  made  them)  but  rather 
to  pity  the  unhappinefs  of  his  conftitution  and  nature,  which 
would  not  fulter  him  to  keep  his  refolution,  when  he  after- 
wards became  more  profperous  and  flourifhing. 

Of  many  things  which  he  wrote  we  have  nothing  remain-' 
ing,  but  his  Hijtories  of  the  Catilinai  ian  and  Jugurthine  wars  ; 
together  with  (omQ  orations  or  fpeeches,    printed  with  his 
fragments.     He  was  allowed  to  have  ^very  perfection,  as  an 
hiftorian  5  but  cenfured  by  his  contemporaries  as  a  writer, 

ior 
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for  affe£^Ing  obfolete  expreffions,  and  reviving  old  words  from 
Cato's  Origines,  The  moderns  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  fee  the 
full  force,  or  to  judge  exactly  of  this  cenfure  :  we  may  juft 
obferve  however  upon  this  occafion,  that  there  are  number- 
lefs  words  in  our  oldefl  Englifli  writers,  now  grown  obfo- 
lete, that  are  ftronger  and  more  expreflive  than  thofe  which 
have  fupplied  their  places  ;  and  that  perhaps  among  the  va- 
rious methods  propofed  for  the  perfecting  of  our  language,  it 
would  be  none  of  the  leaft  confiderable  to  revive  fuch  words. 
The  editions  of  Sailuft  are  innumerable.  Mr.  Wafle,  a 
learned  critic  of  our  own  country,  gave  a  correcSt  edition  of 
him  at  Canibridge,  17  lo,  cum  notis  integris  variorum  &  fuis, 
in  4to ;  and  he  has  been  fince  publifhed  by  Havercamp  at 
Amderdam,  1742,  in  two  volumes  4to. 

SALMASIUS  (Claudius),  or  Claudius  de  Salma- 
fia,  a  man  of  very  uncommon  abilities  and  immenfe  erudition, 
was  defcended  from  an  ancient  and  noble  family,  and  born  at 
or  near  Semur  in  France.     His  birth  has  been  ufually  placed 
in  the  year  1588  ;   but  the  writer  of  his  life  declared  this  to 
have  been  done  without  any  authority  at  all,  and  affirms  it 
to  have  happened  in  the  year  1596.     His  father  Benignus  de   vitaSalma- 
Salmaiia  was  a  king's  counfellor,  eminent  in  the  law,  and   ^/  Epiftoiis 
a  member  of  the  parliament  of  Burgundy.     He  was  alfo  a  pi^fix^, 
man  of  very  great  learning;   and  therefore  undertook  and   L.Bat.j656, 
continued   the  bufinefs  of  his   fon's  education,  till  he  had  ^^^^^'' 
grounded  him  well  in  the  Latin  and  Greek  tongues.  The  fon 
made  as  hopeful  a  progrefs,  as  the  fondeit  father  could  wifli ; 
for  we  arc  told,  that  he  could  conftrue  Pindar  very  exa6lly, 
and  make  verfes  both  in  Latin  and  Greek,  when  he  was  not 
more  than  ten  years  of  age.     At  eleven,  his  father  was  about 
fending  him,  to  ftudy  philofophy  under  the  Jefuits  at  Dijon ; 
but  our  Salmafius  exprefled  a  difinclination  to  this,  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  go  to  Paris.     His  mother,  it  feems,   was  a 
proteftant,  and  had  been  infufing  new  notions  into  him,  up- 
on  the  fubje£t  of  religion ;    fo  that  he  had  already  con- 
ceived   prejudices  againft    popery,    and    therefore   was    for 
avoiding  all  connections  with  its  profeflbrs.  To  Paris  he  went, 
where  he  made  acquaintance  with  the  learned ;  who  were  all 
aftonifhed  to  find  fuch  forwardnefs  of  parts,  and  even  erudi- 
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tion  in  a  boy.  He  flayed  here  between  two  and  three  years  ; 
converfed  much  with  the  do6lors  of  the  reformed  church  ; 
and,  in  fhort,  confirmed  himfelf  in  the  reformed  religion  : 
which  being  now  refolved  to  embrace  openly,  he  afked  his 
father  leave  to  go  into  Germany,  and  particularly  to  Heidel- 
berg, where  he  fhould  breath  a  freer  air.  His  father  know- 
ing his  inclinations,  and  fearing  left  he  fhould,  by  renounc- 
ing the  Catholic  religion,  dlfqualify  himfelf  for  the  honors, 
which  he  himfelf  then  polleffed,  and  propofed  to  tranfrnit  to 
him  at  his  death,  demurred  upon  this  affair,  and  endeavour- 
ed to  put  him  ofF  from  time  to  time ;  but  the  fon,  at  length 
obtaining  leave,  though  it  was  granted  with  much  reluctance, 
fet  off  from  Paris,  with  fome  merchants  who  were  going  to 
Frankfort  fair,  and  arrived  at  Heidelberg,  when  he  was  in  his 
fourteenth  year^. 

He  brought  recommendatory  letters  to  all  the  learned  there 
from  Ifaac  Cafaubon,  with  whom  he  had  been  particularly 
intimate  at  Paris  ;  fo  that  he  was  at  once  upon  the  mofl  fa- 
miliar terms  with  Dionyfius  Gothofredus,  Janus  Gruterus, 
and  others.  He  immediately  put  himfelf  under  Gothofredus, 
to  fludy  the  civil  law  :  and  applied  to  it  with  that  intenfenefs, 
with  which  he  applied  to  every  thing.  He  obliged  his  father 
greatly  by  this  ;  and  by  his  growing  reputation  and  authority 
in  learned  matters,  gained  at  length  fo  much  upon  the  old 
gentleman,  as  to  draw  him  over  after  him  to  the  reformed 
relio^ion.  By  the  friendfhip  of  Gruterus,  he  bad  the  free  ufe 
of  the  Palatine  library,  which  was  a  very  rich  and  noble  one ; 
and  there  employed  himfelf  in  turning  over  books  of  all  kinds, 
comparing  them  with  manufcripts,  and  even  in  tranfcribing 
manufcripts  which  were  not  printed.  He  did  this  almoft 
without  ceafmg;  and  he  always  fat  up  evxry  third  night. 
By  this  means,  though  a  youth,  he  obtained  a  great  and  ex- 
tenfive  reputation  in  the  republic  of  letters  ;  infomuch  that 
he  was  now  known  every  where  to  be,  what  Ifaac  Cafaubon 
had  fome  years  before  pronounced  him,  ad  miraculum  do<5lus : 
but  at  the  fame  time  hurt  his  conflitution,  and  brought  on  an 
ijiiefs,  which  lalled  him  above  a  year,  and  from  which  he 
with  difficulty  recovered. 

When  he  had  fpent  three  years  at  Heidelberg,  he  returned 
to  his  parents  in  Burgundy  -,  from  whence  he  made  frequent 
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excurfions  to  Paris,  and  kept  up  a  correfpondence  with  Thu- 
anus,  Rigaltius,  and  the  learned  of  thofe  times.  He  had  be- 
gun his  publications  at  Heidelberg,  and  he  continued  them  to 
the  end  of  his  life.  They  gained  him  as  much  glory,  asvaft 
erudition  can  gain  a  man  His  name  was  founded  through- 
out Europe  ;  and  he  had  the  greatefl  offers  from  foreign 
princes  and  univerfities.  The  Venetians  thought,  his  refi- 
dence  among  them  would  be  fuch  an  honour,  that  they  of- 
fered him  a  prodigious  ftipend  ;  and  with  this  condition,  that 
he  fhould  not  be  obliged  to  read  leftures  above  three  times  a 
year.  We  are  told,  that  our  univerfiry  of  Oxford  made  fome 
attempts  to  get  him  over  into  England  ;  and  it  is  certain, 
that  the  pope  made  many,  though  Salmafius  had  not  only 
deferted  his  religion,  and  renounced  his  authority,  but  had 
a6i:ually  written  againft  the  papacy  itfelf.  He  withftood  all 
thefe  follicitations  for  reafons,  which  were  to  him  good  ones  ; 
but,  in  the  year  1632,  complied  with  an  invitation  from  Hol- 
land, and  went  with  his  wife,  whom  he  had  married  in  1621, 
to  Leyden.  He  did  not  go  there  to  be  profefior,  or  honorary 
profellor ;  but,  as  Vorftius  in  his  Funeral  Oration  exprefles 
it,  **  to  honor  the  univerfity  by  his  name,  his  writings,  his 
*'  prefence  :"  ut  nominisfui  honor  em  Academics  huic  irripertirft^ 
Jcriptis  eandem  iliujiraret^  prafentid  condecoraret. 

Upon  the  death  of  his  very  ancient  father  in  1640,  he 
returned  for  a  certain  time  into  France  :  and  on  going  to 
Paris,  was  greatly  careffcd  by  cardinal  Richelieu,  who  ufed 
all  poffible  means  with  him  to  continue  in  his  own  country, 
even  to  the  bidding  him  make  his  own  terms  ;  but  could  not 
prevail.  The  obligation  h6  had  to  the  ftates  of  Holland,  the 
lave  of  freedom  and  independency,  and  the  neceflity  of  a 
privileged  place,  in  order  to  publifh  fuch  things  as  he  was 
then  meditating,  were  the  principles  which  enabled  him  to 
withftand  the  cardinal  :  though  Madam  Salmafius,  or  Ma- 
dame de  Saumaife,  his  wife  was,  as  Guy  Patin  relates, 
charmed  with  the  propofal,  iand  no  doubt  teazed  her  hufband 
heartily  to  accept  it.  Salmafius  could  lefs  have  accepted  the 
great  penfion,  which  the  cardinal  then  offered  him  to  write 
his  hiftory  in  I^atin ;  becaufe  in  fuch  a  work  he  mufl-  either 
have  offended,  or  have  advanced  many  things  contrary  to  his 
own  principles,  and  to  truth.     He  went  into  Burgundy  to 

Q^  2  fettle 


Lettres, 
tool.  X.  2. 


axS  S  A  L  M  A  S  I  U  S. 

fettle  family- affairs,  during  which  the  cardinal  died  ;  but  was 
fucceeded  by  Mazarine,  who  upon  our  author's  return  to  Pa- 
ris troubled   him   with  follicitations,    as  his  predeceflbr  had 
done.     Salmafius  therefore,   after  about  three  years  abfence, 
returned   to  Holland  :  from  whence,  though  attempts  were 
afterwards  made  to  draw  him  back  to  France,   it  does  not 
appear  that  he  ever  entertained  the  leaft  thought  of  removing. 
In  the  fummer  of  1650,  he  went  to  Sweden,   to  pay  queen 
Chriftina  a  vifit ;   with  whom  he  continued,  till  the  fummer 
following.     The  reception  and  treatment  he  met  with  from 
this  princefs,   as  it  is  dcfcribed  by  the  writer  of  his  life,  is 
really  curious  and  wonderful.     "  She  performed  for  him  all 
''  offices,  fays  he,  which  could  have  been  expelled  even  from 
*'  an  equal.     S  le  ordered  him  to  chufe  apartments  in  her 
*'  palace,  for  the  fake  of  having  him  with  her,  ut  lateri  ad- 
<*  hereret^  whenever  fhe  would.     But  Salmafius  was  almoft 
*'  always  ill  while  he  ftayed  in  Sweden,  the  climate  being 
"  more  than  his  conftitution  could  bear  :   at  which  feafons 
"  the  queen  would  come  to  the  fide  of  his  bed,   hold  long 
"  difcourfes  with  him  upon  fubjeds  of  the  higheft  concern, 
*'  ahd,  without  any  foul  prefent,  but  with  the  doors  all  fhut, 
*'  would  mend  his  fire,   and  do  other  neceflary  offices  for 
*'  him  ;"  as  help  him  to  his  breeches,   and  lift  him  to  his 
*'  clofe-ftool  :   for  though   his  hiftorian  does  not  fpecify  thefe 
particulars,  yet  who  can  fay  what  a  moft  learned  princefs, 
who  had  fo  great  a  veneration  for  learning  and  learned  men, 
mi^ht  not  do?  and,   in  fhort,  they  are  adually  implied^   as 
the  reader  himfelf  may  fee. — Ut  verborum  compendium  faciam^ 
omnia  illi  regina  prisjiitit^   quee  vel  ab  aquali  poterant  exfpec- 
tari.     In  aula  fua  deligere  eum  Jedem  voluit^  ut  fetnper  cum 
vellet  lateri  adha:reret.     Verum  quia  tmpar  fuerit  aeri  ferendo 
Heros  nojler,  fere  femper  decubuit.     Ilia  tamen  ad  leSlulum 
ejus  accedere,  varios  13"  prolixos  fermones  cum  eo  de  gravijjimis 
rebus  confer ere^  idque  fine  arbitris  j  adeo  ut  foribus  omnibus  oc- 
clufis^  ipfa  etiam  focum  Jiruerety  ^  qua  alia  decumbenti  officia 
ejfent  necejfaria  prajiaret. 

Hitherto  things  had  gone  glorioufly  with  Salmafius,  He 
had  publifiied  many  great  and  learned  works,  which  had  fpread 
his  name  all  over  the  world  ;  and  nothing  but  applaufe  and 
panegyric  had  founded  in  his  ears.     Happy  therefore  had  this 
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hero  in  letters  been,  if  the  good  queen  of  Sweden  had  clofed 
all  her  kind  offices  to  him  with  clofing  his  eyes  ;  but  like  his 
roval  mafter  Lewis  XiV,  who  was  a  hero  without  letters, 
he  was  unhappily  deftined  to  furvive  his  glory  :   at  leaft  in 
fome  meafure,   as  will  appear  from  the  fequel.     Upon  the 
murder  of  Charles  I,  of  England,  he  was  prevailed  upon  by 
the  royal  family  then  in  exile,  to  write  a  bock  in  defence  of 
that  king  ;  which  he  publiflied  the  year  after,  with  this  title, 
Defenf.o  Regia  pro  Caroh  /,  ad  Sereniffimum  Magnts  Britar.- 
nian  Rcgem  Carolum  lU  fil'ium  natu  major  cm  ^  ha:redem  ^  fuc- 
cejforem  legitimum,     Sumptibus  Regiis^   anno  1649.     Our  fa- 
mous poet  Milton  v/as  employed  by  the  powers  then  prevail- 
ing here,  to  anfv/er  this   book  of  Salmafius,   and  to  obviate 
the  prejudices,  which  the  reputation  of  his  great  abilities  and 
learning  might  raife  againft  their  caufe  ;   and  he  accordingly 
publiflied,  in  1651,   a  Latin  work,   intitled,  Defenfio  pro  Po- 
pulo   Jnglicano  contra   Claudii   Sahnafii  Dcfenfionem  Reg'tam, 
If  Milton  had  not  fo  much  learning  as  Salmafius,  though  he 
was  in  reality  very  learned,   he  had  yet  learning  enough  for 
the  caufe  he  was  to  defend  :  and  he  defended  it  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, that  his  book  was  read  all  over  Europe,   and  conveyed 
fuch  an  image  of  its  writer,  that  thofe,  who  hated  his  prin- 
ciples, could  not  but  think  moft  highly  of  his  abilities.  Sal- 
mafms  in  the  mean  time  was  not  fuppofed  to  have  acquitted 
himfelf  fo  well  upon  this  occafion,   and  therefore  rather  funk 
in  his  charader.     Add  to  this,   that  Milton  infinitely  fur- 
pafled  him  in  wit  and  fancy,  and  (harpnefs  of  pen  ;  which  he 
exerted  very  popularly  againfc  him,   and  with  which  he  was 
fuppofed  to  annoy  and  gall  him  forely :   as  they  might  eallly 
be  fuppofed  to  do,  confidering  what  a  different  kind  of  ho- 
mage he  had  always  been  accuftomed  to  receive,  and  parti- 
cularly how   tenderly   and  afFc6tionatcly  he  had  juft  before 
been  treated  by  the  good  queen  of  Sweden.     Neverthelefs, 
under  all  thefe  difcouragements,  he  began  an  anfwer  to  Mil- 
ton, and  went  a  great  way  in  it ;  but  died,  before  he  had  fi- 
nifhed  it.      What  he  had  done,  was  publifhed   by  his  fon 
Claudius  Salmafius  in  1660,  and  dedicated  to  king  Charles  IL 
Salmafius  died  the  3d  of  September  1653.     ^"^  P^''ty> 
who  wiflied  it  true,  faid  Milton  killed  him  :   another  party, 
who  wifhed  it  true  alfo,  faid  that  he  was  poifoned  :  but  a 
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third  were  of  opinion,  that  his  death  was  haflened  by  drink- 
ing the  fpaw  waters  improperly  in  a  time  of  ficknefs ;  and  as 
thefe  appear  to  have  been  the  moft  unprejudiced,  it  is  very 
probable  they  were  the  neareft  to  the  truth.  He  was  a  man, 
as  we  have  had  frequent  occafion  to  take  notice,  of  the  vafteft 
erudition  joined  to  very  uncommon  powers  of  underftanding. 
He  was  knowing  in  every  thing,  in  divinity,  in  law,  in  phi- 
lofophy,  in  criticifm ;  and  fo  confummate  a  Hnguiflr,  that 
there  v/as  hardly  a  snguage  he  had  not  attained  fome  maftery 
in.  He  was  confummate  in  Greek  and  Latin  :  he  underftood 
the  Hebrew,  Arabic,  Perfic,  Egyptian,  Chinefe,  &c.  and 
he  was  well  acquainted  with  all  the  European  languages.  He 
was  the  greateft  fcholar  of  his  own,  or  perhaps  of  any  time  : 
but  then  his  great  learning  was  tarnifhed  with  fome  deteftable 
qualities;  as,  an  immoderate  love  and  admiration  of  himfelf, 
a  contempt  of  others,  and  a  perfe(5l  hatred  towards  all  who 
did  not  think  exa6lly  with  him. 

His  works  are  very  numerous  and  various.  The  greateft 
monuments  of  his  learning  are  his  Notae  in  Hiftoriae  Auguf- 
tae  Scriptores,  and  his  Exercitationes  Plinianae  in  Solinum. 
There  is  a  very  good  print  of  him,  inferted  in  his  fecond 
edition  of  TertuUianus  de  Pallio,  L.  Bat    1656,  8vo. 

S  A  L  V  I  A  N,  or  Salvianus,  a  clear,  elegant,  and  beau- 
tiful writer,  was  one  of  thofe  who  are  ufually  called  fathers 
of  the  church,  and  began  to  be  diftinguifhed  about  the  year 
Du  Pin,  4^0.  The  time  and  place  of  his  birth  cannot  be  fettled  with 
Cave^&c^  ^"y  exa6lneis.  Some  have  fuppofed  him  to  have  been  an  A- 
frican,  but  without  any  reafonable  foundation  :  while  others 
have  concluded  with  better  reafon,  that  he  was  a  Gaul,  from 
his  calling  Gallia  his  folum  parrium  ;  though  perhaps  this 
may  prove  no  more,  than  that  his  family  came  from  thence. 
His  editor  Baluzius  collects  with  great  appearance  of  probabi- 
lity from  his  firft  epiftle,  that  he  was  born  at  Cologne  in  Ger- 
many ;  and  it  is  known,  that  he  lived  a  long  time  at  Triers. 
It  was  here,  that  he  married  a  wife  who  was  an  heathen,  but 
whom  he  eafily  brought  over  to  the  faith.  He  removed  from 
Triers  into  the  province  of  Viennc,  and  afterwards  became  a 
prieft  of  Marfeilles.  Some  have  faid,  that  he  was  a  bifliop  3 
but  this  is  a  miftake,  which  arofe,  as  Baluzius  very  well  cen- 
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jeclures,  from  this  corrupted  paflage  in  Gennadius,  Homihas 
fcripfit  Epifcopm  mult  as  :  whereas  it  (hould  be  read  Epifcopls 
inftead  q{  Epifcopus^  it  being  known  that  he  did  acStually  com- 
pofe  many  homilies  or  fermons  for  the  ufe  of  fome  bifhops. 
He  died  very  old  towards  the  end  of  the  fifth  century,  after 
writing  and  publifliing  a  great  many  works  ;  of  which  how- 
ever nothing  remains,  but  eight  books  de  Providentia  Dei ; 
four  books  adverfus  avaritiam  prefertim  Clericorum  &  Sacer- 
dotum  ;  and  nine  epiftles.  The  beft  edition  of  thefe  pieces 
is  that  of  Paris  1663  in  8vo.  with  the  notes  of  Baluzius  ; 
reprinted  elegantly  in  1669,  8vo.  The  Commonitorium  of 
Vincentius  Lirinenfis  is  pubiifhed  with  it,  with  notes  alfo  by 
Baluzius. 

SALVIATI  (Francesco)  a  Florentine  painter,  born 
in  the  year  1 510,  was  at  firft  a  difciple  of  Andrea  del  Sarto, 
in  whofe  houfe  he  became  acquainted  with  Vafari.  They 
both  left  Andrea  to  place  themfelves  with  Baccio  Bandinelli, 
where  they  learned  more  in  two  months,  than  they  had  done 
before  in  two  years.  Francefco  being  grown  a  mafter,  car- 
dinal Salviati  took  him  into  h/s  fervice  ;  and  it  is  on  that  ac- 
count, that  he  had  the  name  of  Salviati  given  him.  He 
was  very  well  eftcemed  in  Italy  and  France.  His  manner  of 
defigning  came  very  near  Raphael's  ;  and  he  performed  well 
in  frefco,  diftemper  and  oil.  He  was  quick  at  invention, 
and  as  ready  in  the  execution  :  graceful  in  his  naked  figures, 
and  as  gentile  in  his  draperies  :  yet  his  talent  did  not  lie  in 
grand  compofitions.  He  went  to  Paris  in  the  year  1554, 
and  did  feveral  things  for  the  cardinal  of  Lorrain  ;  who  was 
not,  it  feems,  over  well  pleafed  with  them.  This  di/gufted 
iSalviati  as  much  as  the  favour  and  reputation,  which  Roflb 
had  met  with  :  for  he  was  naturally  fo  conceited  and  fond  of 
his  own  works,  that  he  could  harJly  allow  any  body  elfe  a 
good  word.  And  it  is  faid,  that  the  jealoufy  he  had  of  fome 
young  men,  then  growing  up  into  reputation,  made  him  fo 
uneafy,  that  the  very  apprchenfions  of  their  proving  better 
artifts  than  himfelf  threw  him  into  a  diftemper,  which  occa- 
fioned  his  death.  Such  is  the  misfortune  of  bemg  eminent 
in  any  art,  when  this  eminency  is  joined,  as  it  too  often  is, 
with  a  reftlefs,  fplenetic,  fufpicious  humour.     He  returned 
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;  afterwards  to  Italy,  where  he  iinifhed  feveral  pi<£lures  at  Rome, 
Florence  and  Venice  5  and  died  in  1563,  in  the  fifty  third 
year  of  his  age. 

There  was  Glofeppe  Salviati,  a  Venetian  painter,  born  in 
the  year  1535,  who  exchanged  the  name  of  Porta,  which  was 
that  of  his  family,  for  that  of  his  mafter  the  above  Francefco 
Salviati,  with  whom  he  was  placed  very  young  at  Rome. 
He  fpent  the  greateft  part  of  his  life  at  Venice,  where  he 
applied  himfelf  generally  to  Frefco,  and  was  often  employed 
in  concurrence  with  Tintorct  and  Paul  Veronefe.  He  was 
well  efteemed  for  his  great  fkill  both  in  defign  and  colouring. 
He  was  likewife  well  verfed  in  other  arts  ;  and  fo  good  a  ma- 
thematician, that  he  wrote  fome  good  tieatifcs  in  that  fcience. 
He  died  in  the  year  1585. 

SAMMARTHANUS.  See  SAINTE- 
M  ART  HE. 

S  A  N  A  D  O  N  (Noel-Stephen)  a  learned  jcfuit  of 
France,  was  born  at  Rouen  the  i6th  of  February  1676. 
He  taught  polite  literature  with  diflinguifhed  reputation  at 
Caen,  where  he  contradled  an  intimate  friendfhip  with  M. 
de  Huet,  blftiop  of  Auvranche.  A  tafte  for  poetry  is  faid  to 
have  been  the  principal  bond  of  tSeir  union.  He  afterwards 
profefled  rhetoric  at  Paris  ;  and  was  for  fome  time  charged 
"with  the  education  of  the  prince  of  Conti.  He  was  librarian 
to  the  king,  when  he  died  the  21ft  of  September  1733. 
There  are  orations  and  poems  of  his,  which  are  very  deli- 
cate and  beautiful,  and  fhew  a  truly  claffical  genius  well 
cultivated  and  improved.  He  alfo  gave  a  tranflation  of  the 
works  of  Horace  with  notes  ;  a  work,  which  has  been  very 
well  received.  The  tranflation  fhews  ingenuity,  tafte,  and 
accuracy  ;  and  the  notes  are  full  of  erudition.  The  fatyrs 
and  epiftles  are  very  well  tranflated  :  the  odes  not  fo.  He 
had  not  force  and  fublimity  of  genius  enough  to  do  the  odes 
well ;  and  has  therefore  rather  weakened  them  by  a  languid 
paraphrafe,  than  given  a  verlion  anfwerable  to  the  great  ori- 
ginal. The  beft  edition  of  this  work  is  that  of  Amfter- 
dam  1735,  in  eight  volumes  i2mo;  in  which  are  alfo  in- 
ferted  the  verfion  and  notes  of  M.  Dacier. 
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SANCHEZ   (Thomas)   an  illuftrlous  jefuit  of  Spain, 
was  born  at  Corduba  in  1551,  and  entered  into  the  fociety   Eayle,  la 
of  the  jefuits  in  1567.     The  aufterities  of  his  life,  his  fo-   ^^^' 
briety,  his  voluntary  mortifications,  his  application  to  ftudy, 
his  chaftity,  are  prodigies  ;   if  any  credit  is  due  to  the  writers 
of  his  own  fociety.     He  died  at  Granada  the  19th  of  May 
16 10,  and  was  interred  there  in  a  mofl:  magnificent  manner. 
His  learning  was  unqueftionably  great :  he  gave  public  proofs 
of  it  in  the  large  volume,  printed  at  Genoa  in  1592,  and  in 
four  volumes  in  folio,  printed  after  his  death.     In  the  volume 
printed  at  Genoa,    he  treats  amply  of  what  relates  to  matri- 
mony; and  it  is  faid,  pope  Clement  VIII  declared,    that  no 
writer  had  ever  examined  with  more  diligence,  or  explained 
with   more  accuracy,   the   controverfics  relating  to  that  fa- 
crament.     It  were   to  be  wiihed   however,  that  Sanchez  in 
that   work  had  given  as  great  proof  of  his  judgment,  as  of 
his  wit  and  learning  -,  for  his  raftinefs  and  indifcretion  in  ex- 
plaining an  incredible  number  of  obfcene  and  horrible  quef- 
tions  has  been  bitterly  complained  of,   and  is  indeed  not  to 
be  conceived   by  any,   that  have  not  read  him.     We  will 
tranfcribe  what  a  certain  author  has  written  concerning  San- 
chez's work,  r.nd  leave  It  to  the  reader's  own  refleiStions ; 
after  having  advertifed  him,   that  the  cenfure  pafTed  in  the 
following  terms  is,    notwithftanding  its  feyerity,  allowed  to 
be  juftly  grounded.     *'  He  that  would  know  the  mafterfhip 
"  and  dodtorihip  of  whoredom,  and  how  far  that  fin  is  car- 
"  ried,   let  him  read  Sanchez's  treatife  de  matrlmonio  :  who 
*'  has  endeavored  not  fo  much  to  comment  upon  as  to  fur- 
*'  pafs,  not  fo  much  to  reprove  as  reprefent,   the  lafcivious 
"  follies  of  Aretin  ;    although  the  latter  was  a  man  of  the 
''  greateft  experience  in   that  way,   and  as  it  were  the  dean 
"  of  the  wits  in  that  faculty.    But  he  had  not  gone  fuch  great 
*'  lengths,   nor  entered  upon  fo  many  dialogues,  in  order  to 
''  exhibit  the  monilrous  things  faid  in  confeflion,  as  Sanchez 
*'  had  done,  who  in  this  point  exceeds  all  others.     Sanchez 
**  inftru<Sts  his  reader  in  ail  the  poftures  proper  for  ftallions 
•*  in  the  ftews,   which  is  fhocking  to  think  of.     The  ladies 
*'  often  abandon  the  amours  of  Roufard  and  Amadis,  and 
*'  take  up  the  Sum  of  Benedi<5ii  the  Francifcanj  and  in  truth 
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"  we  fee  the  excefles  of  lufl  better  rcprefcnted  in  fuch  wri- 
"  ters,  than  in  Rabelais  or  any  where  elfe.  How  odd  it 
"  feems,  that  thefe  men,  who  would  have  us  think  them  mines 
<'  of  chaility,  and  inexhauftible  fprings  of  modefty,  fhould 
*'  notwithfianding  vomit  up  fuch  ill  humours,  fuch  an  iliad 
*»  of  impurities  ?  But,  in  good  truth,  is  it  the  bufmefs  of 
"  priefts  to  thruft  their  nofes  within  the  curtains  of  marriage, 
*'  or  to  turn  fecretaries  to  the  affairs  of  a  brothel  ?  They  turn 
*'  their  thoughts  upon  thefe  fubje6ls  with  fo  unbridled  a  frenzy, 
"  that  the  utmoft, power  of  the  moft  inflamed  lafcivioufnefs 
**  cannot  go  fo  far.  You  fee  there  fuch  inventions  of  obfce- 
*'  nity,  as  all  the  pillars  of  the  ftews  could  never  have  difco- 
"  vered :  thofe,  who  have  any  inclination  to  fet  up  a  Ihop 
*'  with  them,  will  find  enough  to  gain  a  livelihood,  and  ruia 
*'  their  fouls.  The  writings  of  the  Pagans  never  profecutcd 
*'  this  abominable  fubje£t  fo  licentioufly,  as  thefe  fine  archi- 
"  te6i:s  and  managers  of  luft :  they  have  extended  its  limits 
*'  after  an  extravagant  manner,  and  gained  many  pupils,  who 
*^  ftudied  under  them.  They  have  rendered  the  practice  of 
*'  it  agreeable,  chalked  out  new  poftures,  and  enriched  the 
*'  fubjecl  with  pictures  lewdly  invented,  and  moft  fliamefully 
*'  publiflied.  Venus  never  received  greater  honor  from  any, 
*'  than  from  their  fcience.  The  treatife  of  Sanchez  is  a  true 
*'  library  of  Venus  :  fuch  writings  have  made  or  will  make 
**  more  fcholars  of  lewdnefs,  than  all  the  penitentiary  of 
*'  Rome  has  made  or  will  make  to  chaftity.  They  are  much 
*'  fitter  to  teach,  than  to  diflliade  from  vice  :  though  all  the 
*'  other  books  upon  whoredom  were  deftroyed,  there  would 
''  be  more  than  fufficifint  to  revive  it.  In  them  are  contained 
*'  the  forms,  formalities,  materialities,  categories,  tranfcen- 
"  dencies,  intirely  new.  Carnality  and  unnatural  luft  arc 
''  defcribed  there  in  their  proper  dimenfions.  If  Horace  or 
Franc  Ar-  "  Martial  were  to  come  again  into  the  world,  they  would 
chcrdeia  cc  write  fine  odes  and  epigrams  upon  thofe  operators,  who 
centre  les  "  havc  been  defirous  of  caftrating  their  book^.  In  five  hun- 
Abuj&         t<  jj,-^(j  Martials  or  Horaces  there  is  not  fo  much  room  for 

Enormitez  n         •  •  r  n  ^  ii 

de  la  faufle,   "  caftration,  as  in  one  page  of  Sanchez. 

written  by        p^^  abridgment  of  this  treatife  of  Sanchez  by  Emanuel  Lau- 

AntonyFufi,  o  n  t  -n  •  i   •  /? 

and  printed    rent  ooarcsj  a  prieft  at  Lilbon,  was  pnnted  in  1021,  i2mo. 
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SAN  CROFT  (Dr.  William)  an  eminent  Englifli 
prelate,  was  born  at  Frefingfield  in  Suffolk,  the  30th  of  Ja- 
nuary 1 616;  and  educated  in  grammar  learning  at  St  Ed-  Life,  prc- 
mund's  Bury.  He  was  fent,  at  eighteen  years  of  age,  to  wf^^^r/^o^" 
Emanuel  College  in  Cambridge,  where  he  became  very  ac-  Mr.  North. 
compliihed  in  all  branches  of  literature.  Having  taken  the 
degrees  in  arts  at  the  regular  times,  he  was,  in  1642,  chofen 
fellow  of  his  college.  It  is  fuppofed,  that  he  never  toolc  the 
covenant^  becaufe  he  continued  unmolefted  in  his  fellowfhip, 
till  1649;  at  which  time,  refufing  the  engagement^  he  was 
ejeded  from  it.  Upon  this,  he  went  beyond  fea,  where  he 
became  acquainted  with  the  moft  confiderable  of  the  loyal 
Englifti  exiles  ;  and  it  is  faid,  he  was  at  Rome,  when 
Charles  II  was  reltored.  He  immediately  returned  to  Eng- 
land, and  was  made  chaplain  to  Dr.  John  Cofm,  bifhop  of 
Durham.  In  166 1,  he  affifted  in  reviewing  the  liturgy,  par- 
ticularly in  rectifying  the  Kalendar  and  Rubric.  In  1662,  he 
was  created  a  Mandamus  do6tor  of  divinity  at  Cambridge,  and 
the  fame  year  eleded  mafter  of  Emanuel  college.  In  1664, 
he  was  promoted  to  the  deanery  of  York  ;  but,  upon  the 
death  of  Dr.  John  Barwiclc,  was  removed  the  fame  year  to 
the  deanery  of  St.  Paul's  :  foon  after  which  he  refigned  the 
mafterfhip  of  Emanuel  college,  and  the  redlory  of  Houghton, 
which,  with  a  prebend  of  Durham,  he  had  received  from  Dr. 
Cofm,  the  bifhop,  in  i66r.  At  his  coming  to  St.  Paul's, 
he  fet  himfelf  mofl  diligently  to  repair  that  cathedral,  which 
had  fuffered  greatly  from  the  frantic  zeal  of  the  puritans  in 
the  civil  wars  :  till  the  dreadful  fire  in  1666  employed  his 
thoughts  on  the  more  noble  undertaking  of  rebuilding  it. 
Towards  this  he  gave  1400  1.  befides  what  he  procured  by 
his  intereft  and  follicitations.  He  alfo  rebuilt  the  deanery, 
and  improved  the  revenues  of  it.  In  0£lober  1668,  he  was 
admitted  archdeacon  of  Canterbury,  which  dignity  he  refign- 
ed in  1670.  He  was  alfo  prolocutor  of  the  lower  houfe  of 
convocation  :  and  in  that  ftation  he  was,  when  Charles  II, 
in  1677,  advanced  him,  not  expecting  any  fuch  thing,  to  the 
archiepifcopal  fee  of  Canterbury.  He  attended  that  king  up- 
on his  death-bed,  and  made  a  very  weighty  exhortation  to 
him,  in  which  he  is  faid  to  have  ufed  a  good  deal  of  freedom. 

In 
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In  1686,  he  was  named  the  firft  in  king  James  IPs  commif- 
fion  for  ecclefiaftical  affairs  :  but  he  refufed  to  a6t  in  it.  A- 
bout  that  time,  he  fufpended  Thomas  Wood,  bifhop  of  Lich- 
field and  Coventry,  for  refiding  out  of  and  negledling  his  di- 
ocefe.'  As  one  of  the  governors  of  the  Chaiter-Houfe,  he 
refufed  to  admit  penfioner  into  thatbofpital  Andrew  Popbam, 
a  papift ;  although  he  came  with  a  nomination  from  the 
court.  In  June  1688,  he  joined  with  fix  of  his  brethren  the 
bifhops,  in  a  petition  to  king  James  ;  wherein  they  fet  forth 
their  reafons,  why  they  could  not  caufe  his  declaration  for 
liberty  of  confcience  to  be  read  in  churches.  For  this  peti- 
tion, which  the  court  called  a  libel,  they  were  committed  to 
the  Tower  ,  and,  being  tried  for  a  mifdemeanor  on  the  29th, 
were  acquitted  to  the  great  joy  of  the  nation.  This  year, 
the  archbifhop  projeded  a  comprehenfion  with  the  diffenting 
proteftanls ;  fome  account  of  which  may  be  fecn  in  a  fpeech 
of  Dr.  Wake,  at  Sacheverel's  trial.  On  the  3d  of  Octo- 
ber, accompanied  with  eight  of  his  brethren  the  bifhops,  he 
waited  upon  the  king,  who  had  defired  the  ailiftance  of  their 
Gounfclsj  and  adviied  him,  among  many  other  things,  to  an- 
nul the  ecclefiaftical  commiffion,  to  defift  from  the  exercife 
of  a  difpenfing  power,  and  to  call  a  free  and  regular  parlia- 
ment, A  few  days  after,  though  very  earneftly  prefled  by  his 
majefty,  he  refufed  to  fign  a  declaration  of  abhorrence  of  the 
prince  of  Orange's  invafion.  The  nth  of  December,  on 
king  James's  withdrawing  himfelf,  he  figned,  and  concurred 
with  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  in,  a  declaration  to  the 
prince  of  Orange,  for  a  free  parliament,  fecurity  of  our  laws, 
liberties,  properties,  and  of  the  church  of  England  in  parti- 
cular, with  a  due  indulgence  to  proteftant  difienters  :  but 
when  that  prince  came  to  St.  James's,  the  archbifhop  nei- 
ther went  to  wait  on  him,  though  he  had  once  agreed  to  it, 
nor  did  he  even  fend  any  meflage.  He  abfented  himfelf 
likewife  from  the  convention,  for  vi^hich  he  is  feverely  cenfured 
by  biftiop  Burnet ;  who  calls  him  "  a  poor  fpirited  and  fear- 
"  ful  man,  that  acted  a  very  mean  part  in  all  this  great  tranf- 
"  a6lion.  He  refolved,  fays  he,  neither  to  a61:  for,  nor  a- 
own  Times,  *'  gainft  the  king's  intereft;  which,  confidering  his  high  poft, 
v.il.  p.560,  <«  was  thought  very  unbecoming.  For  if  he  thought,  as  by 
*'  his  behaviour  afterwards  it  feems  he  did,  that  the  nation 
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*'  was  running  into  treafon,  rebellion,  and  perjury,  it  was  a 
*'  ftrange  tbing  to  fee  one,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  church, 
"  to  iit  filent  all  the  while  that  this  was  in  debate  ;  and  not 
"  once  fo  much  as  declare  his  opinion,  by  fpeaking,  voting, 
*'  or  protefting,  not  to  mention  the  other  eecclefiaftical  me- 
"  thods,  that  certainly  became  his  charader." 

After  king  William  and  queen  Mary  were  fettled  on  the 
throne,  he  and  feven  other  bifhops  refufed  to  own  the  efta-' 
bllftied  government,  from  a  confcientious  regard  to  the  alle- 
giance they  had  fworn  to  king  James.  Refuiing  likewife  to 
take  the  oaths,  appointed  by  a6l  of  parliament,  he  and  they 
were  fufpended  Auguft  the  ift,  1689,  and  deprived  the  ift  of 
February  following.  The  archbifliop  continued  at  Lam- 
beth till  the  23d  of  June,  being  refolved  not  to  ftir,  till  he  was 
ejefled  by  law  :  and  a  few  weeks  after  retired  to  Frefingfield, 
his  native  place,  where  he  fpentthe  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
died  the  24th  of  November  1693,  after  thirteen  weeks  illnefs, 
of  an  intermitting  fever  ;  and  was  buried  very  privately,  as  he 
himfelfhad  ordered,  in  Frefingneld  church^yard.  Soon  after, 
a  tomb  was  ere6led  over  his  grave,  with  an  infcription  com- 
pofed  by  himfelf ;  on  the  right  fide  of  which  there  is  an  ac- 
count of  his  age  and  dying  day,  in  Latin,  on  the  left  the  foK 
lowing  Englifh  :  "  William  Sancroft,  born  in  this  parifb, 
"  afterwards  by  the  providence  of  God  archbifhop  of  Canter- 
"  bury,  at  laft  deprived  of  all,  which  he  could  not  keep  with 
"  a  good  confcience,  returned  hither  to  end  his  life,  and  pro- 
''  fefleth  here  at  the  foot  of  his  tomb,  that  as  naked  he  came 
*'  forth,  fo  naked  he  muft  return :  the  Lord  gave,  and  the 
*'  Lord  hath  taken  away,  (as  the  Lord  pleafes,  fo  things  come 
"  to  pafs)  bleflfed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord."  The  chara6ter 
biftiop  Burnet  has  given  of  him  is  not  an  amiable  one,  altho' 
he  allows  him  upon  the  whole  to  have  been  a  good  man.  He 
beflowed  great  fums  of  money  in  charity  and  endowments,  and 
was  particularly  bountiful  to  Emanuel  college  in  Cambridge : 
and  he  certainly  gave  the  ftrongeft  inftance  poflible  of  fmceri- 
ty,  in  facrificing  the  higheft  dignity  to  what  he  thought  truth 
and  honefty. 

Thongh  of  confiderable  abilities  and  uncommon  learning, 
he  publiihed  but  very  little.  The  firfl  thing  was  a  Latin  dia- 
logue, compofed  jointly  by  himfelf  and  fome  of  his  friends, 

be' 
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between  a  preacher  and  a  thief  condemned  to  the  gallows  :  and 
is  intitled,  i.  Fur  Praedeftinatus  ;  five,  dialogifmus  inter 
qucndamOrdinis  pr^icantium  Calviniftam  k  Furem  ad  la- 
<|ueum  damnatuin  habitus,  &c.  Lond.  1651,  i2mo.  It  was 
levelled  at  the  then  prevailing  do6lrine  of  predeftination.  In 
1652,  hepublifhed,  2.  «*  Modern  Politicks,  taken  from  Ma- 
*'  chiavel,  Borgia,  and  other  modern  authors,  by  an  eye- 
*'  witnefs,"  i2mo.  3.  Three  Sermons,  afterw^ds  reprinted 
tc^ether  in  1694  and  1703,  8vo.  4.  He  publifhed  bifhop 
Andrews's  Defence  of  the  vulgar  Tranflation  of  the  Bible, 
with  a  Preface  of  his  own.  5,  Fie  drew  up  fome  offices  for 
January  30,  and  May  29.  6.  Nineteen  familiar  Letters  of 
his  to  Mr.  afterwards  Sir  Henry,  North,  were  publifhed  in 
1757,  8vo.  He  left  behind  him  a  vaft  multitude  of  papers 
and  Collections  in  MS,  which  upon  his  deceafe  came  into  his 
nephew's  hands  ;  after  whofe  death  they  were  purchafed  by 
bifbop  Tanner  for  eighty  guineas,  who  gave  them,  with  the 
reft  of  his  raanufcripts,  to  the  Bodleian  Library. 

SANCTORIUS,  or  Santorius,  a  moft  ingenious 
and  learned  phyfician,  who  flourifhed  in  the  beginning  of  the 
feventeenth  century,  and  was  profeffbr  in  the  univerfity  of 
Padua,  Being  convinced,  after  a  long  and  exa(5l  ftudy  of 
nature,  that  health  and  ficknefs  depend  in  a  great  meafure 
upon  the  ftate  and  manner  of  infenfible  perfpiration  through 
tne  pores  of  the  body,  he  began  a  courfe  of  experiments  upon 
it.  For  this  purpofe  he  contrived  a  kind  of  ftatical  chair ;  by 
means  of  which,  after  eftimating  the  aHments  he  took  in,  and 
the  fenfible  fecretions  and  difcharges,  he  was  enabled  to  de- 
termine with  wonderful  exa(Slnefs  the  weight  or  quantity  of 
infenfible  perfpiration,  as  well  as  what  kind  of  eatables  and 
drinkables  increafed  and  diminifhed  it.  On  thefe  experiments 
he  ereded  a  fine  and  curious  fyftem,  which  has  been  prodigi- 
oufly  admired  and  applauded  by  all  the  profeflbrs  of  the  art. 
It  came  out  firft  at  Venice  in  1614,  under  the  title  of,  Ars  dc 
Statica  Medicina,  comprehended  in  feven  feftions  of  apho- 
rifms  :  and  was  often  reprinted  at  different  places  with  cor- 
regions  and  additions  by  the  author.  It  was  tranflated  into 
French,  and  publifhed  at  Paris  in  1722  ;  and  we  had  next  an 
Englifti  verfion  of  it,  with  large  explanations,  by  Dr.  Quincy  ; 
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to  the  third  edition  of  which  in  1723,  and  perhaps  to  the  for- 
mer, is  added  *'  Dr.  James  Keil's  Medicina  Statica  Brltan- 
**  nica,  with  comparative  remarks  and  explanations  :  as  alfo 
<'  phyfico-medical  eflays  on  agues,  fevers,  an  elaftic  fibre, 
<'  the  gout,  the  leprofy,  king^-evil,  venereal  difeafes,  by  Dr. 
«  Qiiincy." 

Sandtorius  publifhed  other  works,  befides  the  Medicina 
Statica  ;  as,  Methodi  vitandorum  errorum  omnium,  qui  in  v 
Arte  Medica  contingunt,  libri  quindecim,  1602.  Commen- 
taria  in  primam  fedlionem  Aphorifmorum  Hippocratis,  1609. 
Commentaria  in  Artem  Medicinaiem  Galeni,  1612.  Com- 
mentaria  in  primam  Fen  primi  libri  Canonis  Avlcennae,  1625. 
De  Lithotomia,  feu  Calculi  veficae  fecHone,  Confultatione, 
1638.  All  thefe  works  fhew  the  great  abilities  and  learning 
of  their  author,  and  raifed  his  character  to  the  higheft  among 
thofe  of  his  own  profeffion  ;  and,  as  they  had  been  feparately 
printed  at  Venice,  fo  they  were,  in  1660,  colle6led  and  prin- 
ted there  together  in  four  volumes  410. 

We  are  not  able  to  afcertain  the  dates  of  Sanilorius's  birth 
or  death.  Vanderlinden,  who  has  furnifhed  us  with  a  cata- 
logue of  his  works,  fays  nothing  of  either,  nor  has  recorded 
any  particulars  of  his  life. 

SANDERSON   (Dr.  Robert)   an  eminent  Engllfli 
blfliop,   and  moft  learned  man,   was  defcended  from  an  an- 
cient family,  and  born  at  Rotherham  in  Yorkfhire,   the  19th 
of  September   1587.      He  was  educated  in   the  grammar-   The  Life  of 
fchool  there,  and  made  fo  uncommon  a  progrefs   in  the  Ian-   {on,  late  Bpl 
guages,  that  at  thirteen  years  of  age  he  was  fent  to  Lincoln   of  Lincoln, 
college  in  Oxford.     He  was  eleded  fellow  in  1606,  and  in   waito^n, 
1608  was  chofen  logic  reader  in  his  college  :  his  lectures  were   ^678.  8vo. 
publifhed  in  161 5,  and  prefently  run  through  feveral  editions.  life prefixe4 
he  went  into  orders  in  16 11,  and  took  the  degree  of  bachelor  to  his 
of  divinity  in  1617,  having  taken  the  degrees  in  arts  at  a  re-      ^^  ^* 
gular  time.     In   1618  he  was  prefented  by  his  coufin  Sir  Ni- 
cholas Sanderfon,  lord  vifcount  Caftleton,  to  the  re£lory  of 
Wibberton  near  Bofton  in  Lincolnfhire,  but  refigned   it  the 
year  following  on  account  of  the  unhealthinefs  of  its  fituation  ; 
and  about  the  fame  time  was  collated  to  the  re£tory  ofBooth- 
hy  Pannel  in  the  fame  county,  which  he  enjoyed  above  forty 
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years,  extremely  beloved  and  efteemed.  Having  now  quitted 
his  fellowfhip  he  married  ;  and  foon  after  was  made  a  preben- 
dary of  Southwell,  as  he  was  alfo  of  Lincoln  in  1629. 

In  the  beginning  of  Charles  Ift's  reign,  he  was  chofen  one 
of  the  clerks  in  convocation  for  the  diocefe  of  Lincoln  ;  and 
Dr.  Laud,  then  biftiop  of  London,  having  recommended  him 
to  that  king  as  a  man  excellently  fkilled  in  cafuiftical  learning, 
he  was  appointed  chaplain  to  his  majefty  in  November  1631. 
When  he  became  known  to  the  king,  his  majefty  put  many 
cafes  of  confclence  to  him,  and  received  from  him  fuch  folu- 
tions,  as  gave  him  vaft  fatisfa£tion  :  fo  that  at  the  end  of  his 
month's  attendance,  the  king  told  him,  that  "  hefhould  long 
"  for  next  November  ;  for  he  refolved  to  have  a  more  inward 
"  acquaintance  with  him,  when  the  month  and  he  returned." 
And  indeed  the  king  was  never  abfent  from  his  fermons,  and 
was  alfo  wont  to  fay,  that  "  he  carried  his  ears  to  hear  other 
"  preachers,  but  his  confcience  to  hear  Mr.  Sanderfon."  In 
Auguft  1636,  when  the  court  was  entertained  at  Oxford,  he 
was,  among  others,  created  dodtor  in  divinity.  In  1642,  he 
was  propofed  by  both  houfes  of  parliament  to  king 
Charles,  who  was  then  at  Oxford,  to  be  one  of  their 
truftees  for  the  fettling  of  church-affairs,  and  approved 
by  the  king:  but  that  treaty  came  to  nothing.  The 
fame  j^^ear  his  majefty  appointed  him  regius  profefibr  of  divinity 
at  Oxford,  with  the  canonry  of  Chrift-church  annexed:  but 
the  national  calamities  hindered  him  from  entering  on  it  till 
1646,  and  then  from  holding  it  little  more  than  a  year.  In 
1643,  he  was  nominated  by  the  parliament  one  of  the  afTem- 
biy  of  divines,  but  never  fat  among  them  :  neither  did  he  take 
the  covenant  or  engagement,  fo  that  his  living  w^s  fequeftred. 
He  had  the  chief  hand  in  drawing  up  "  The  Reafons  of  the 
*►'  Univerfity  of  Oxford  againft  the  folemn  League  and  Cove- 
"  nant,  the  Negative  Oath,  and  the  Ordinances  concerning 
*'  Difcipline  and  Worfliip  :"  and  when  the  parliament  had 
fent  propofals  to  the  king  for  a  peace  in  church  and  ftate, 
his  majefty  defired,  that  Dr.  Sanderfon,  with  the  doctors 
Hammond,  Sheldon,  and  Morley,  (hould  attend  him  and  ad- 
vife  him,  how  far  he  might  with  a  good  confcience  comply 
with  thofe  propofals,  This  requeft  was  then  rejected  ;  but  it 
it  being  complied  with,  when  his  majefty  was  at  Hampton 
Court,  and  in  the  Ifleof  Wight,  in  1647  and  1648,  thofe  di- 
vines 
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vines  attenJeJ  him  there.  Dr.  Sanderfon  often  preached  be- 
fore him,  and  had  many  public  and  private  conferences  with 
him,  to  his  majefty's  great  fatisfadtion.  The  king  alfo  defi- 
red  him,  at  Hampton  Court,  fmce  the  parliament  had  propo-* 
fed  the  abolifhmg  of  epifcopal  government  as  inconfillent  with 
monarchy,  that  he  would  confider  of  it,  and  declare  his 
judgment.  He  did  fo  ;  and  what  he  wrote  upon  that  fubje6t, 
was  afterwards  printed  in  166 1,  and  1663,  8vo.  under  this 
title,  "  Epifcopacy,  as  eftabliftied  by  law  in  England,  not 
*'  prejudicial  to  Regal  power."  At  Dr.  Sanderfon's  taking 
leave  of  his  majefty,  in  this  his  laft  attendance  on  him,  the 
king  requefted  him  to  apply  himfelf  to  the  writing  "  Cafes 
*'  of  Confcience  :  to  which  his  anfwer  was,  that  "  he  was 
"  now  grown  old,  and  unfit  to  write  Cafes  of  Confcience." 
But  the  king  told  him  plainly,  "  it  was  the  fimpleft  thing  he 
"  ever  heard  from  him  ;  for  no  young  man  was  fit  to  be  a 
*' judge,  or  write  Cafes  of  Confcience."  -  Upon  this  occa- 
fion,  Mr.  Walton  relates  the  following  anecdote  :  that  in  one 
of  thefe  conferences  the  king  told  Dr.  Sanderfon,  or  one  of 
them  that  then  waited  with  him,  that  "  the  remembrance  of 
*'  two  errors  did  much  afflict  him,  which  were,  his  afTent  to 
*'  the  earl  of  Strafford's  death,  and  the  aboliihing  epifcopacy 
*'  in  Scotland ;  and  that,  if  God  ever  reftored  him  to  the  peace- 
*'  able  pofFefHon  of  his  crown,  he  would  demonftrate  his  re* 
''  pentance  by  a  public  con^effion  and  a  voluntary  penance,  by 
*' walking  barefoot  from  the  Tower  of  London,  or  White - 
*'  hall,  to  St.  Paul's  Church,  and  would  defire  the  people  to 
*'  intercede  with  God  for  his  pardon." 

In  1648,  he  was  eje6ted  from  his  profefTorfliip  and  canon ry 
in  Oxford  by  the  parliament  vifitors,  and  upon  this  retired  to 
his  living  of  Boothby  Pannel.  Soon  after,  he  was  taken  pri- 
foocr  and  carried  to  Lincoln,  on  purpofe  to  be  exchanged  for 
one  Clarke,  a  puritan  divine,  who  had  been  made  prifoner 
by  the  king's  party  :  and  he  was  indeed  foon  releafed  upon  ar- 
ticles, one  of  which  was,  that  the  fequeftration  of  his  living 
Ihould  be  recalled  ;  by  which  means  he  enjoyed  a  mean  fub- 
fiftence  for  himfelf,  wife,  and  children,  till  the  reftoration. 
But  though  the  articles  imported  alfo,  that  he  fhould  live  un- 
diftuibed,  yet  he  was  far  from  being  either  quiet  or  fafe,  be- 
ing once  wounded  and  feveral  times  plundered  :  and  the  out- 
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rage  of  the  foldiers  was  fuch,  that  they  not  only  came  into  his 
church  and  difturbed  him  when  he  was  reading  prayers,  but 
even  forced  the  common  prayer  book  from  him,  and  tore  it  to 
pieces.  During  this  retirement,  he  received  a  vifit  from 
Dr.  Hammond,  who  wanted  to  difcourfe  with  him  upon  fome 
points  difputed  between  the  Calvinifts  and  Arminians  ;  and  he 
was  often  applied  to  for  refolution  in  cafes  of  confcience,  feve- 
ral  letters  upon  which  have  been  fince  printed.  In  1658,  the 
honourable  Robert  Boyle,  Efq;  fent  him  a  prefent  of  50L  his 
circumftances,  as  moft  of  the  royalifts  at  that  time,  being  very 
low.  Mr.  Boyle  had  read  his  leisures  de  juramenti  obliga- 
tione  with  great  ratisfa6lion  ;  and  afked  Dr.  Barlow,  after- 
wards bifliop  of  Lincoln,  if  .he  thought  Dr.  Sanderfon  could 
be  induced  to  write  Cafes  of  Confcience,  if  he  might  have  an 
honorary  penfion  allowed,  to  fupply  him  with  books  and  an 
amanuenfis  ?  But  Dr.  Sanderfon  told  Dr.  Barlow,  that  if  any 
future  trac^  of  his  could  bring  any  benefit  to  mankind,  he 
would  readily  fet  about  it  without  a  penfion.  Upon  this, 
Mr.  Boyle  fent  the  above  prefent  by  the  hands  of  Dr.  Bar- 
low ;  and  Dr.  Sanderfon  prefently  revifed,  finifhed,  and  pub- 
lifhed  his  excellent  bjok  de  confcientia. 

In  Auguft  1660,  upon  the  reftoration  of  the  king,  he  was 
rertored  to  his  profelTorfhip  and  canonry  ;  and  foon  after,  at 
the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Sheldon,  raifed  to  the  bifhopric 
of  Lincoln.  He  enjoyed  his  new  dignity  but  about  two  years 
and  a  quarter:  during  which  time  he  did  all  the  good  in  his 
power,  by  repairing  his  palace  at  Bugden,  augmenting  poor 
vicarages,  &c.  notwithftanding  he  was  old,  and  had  a  family  : 
to  which,  when  his  friends  fuggefted  it  to  him,  he  replied,  that 
he  left  them  to  God,  yet  hoped  he  fliould  be  able  at  his  death 
to  give  them  a  competency.  He  died  the  29th  of  January 
1662-3,  ^'^  ^^^  76th  year  of  his  age;  and  was  buried  in  the 
chancel  at  Bugden,  with  as  little  noife,  pomp,  and  charge  as 
could  be,  according  to  his  own  direcl:ions.  He  was  a  man  of 
"  great  learning,  and  wit,  as  it  fhould  feem,  not  of  fuch  univer- 
fal  reading,  that  might  be  fuppofed.  Being  afked  by  a  friend, 
what  books  he  fludied  moft,  when  he  laid  the  foundation  of 
his  great  and  clear  learning,  he  anfwered,  that  '^  he  declined 
'^  reading  many  books,  but  what  he  did  read  were  well  chofen, 
<'  and  read  often  s  and  added,  that  they  were  chiefly  three, 
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«'  Ariftotle's  Rhetoric,  Aquinas's  Secunda  Secundae,  and  Tul- 
"  ly,  but  efpecially  his  Offices,  which  he  had  not  read  over 
*'  lefs  than  twenty  times,  and  could  even  in  his  old  age  recite 
''  without  book/'  He  told  him  alfo,  the  learned  Civilian 
Dr.  Zouch  had  writ  Elementa  Jurifprudentiae,  which  he 
thought  he  C()uld  alfo  fay  without  book,  and  that  no  wife  man 
could  read  it  too  often.  Befides  his  great  knowledge  in  the 
fathers,  fchoolmcn,  and  cafuilHcal  and  controveriial  divinity, 
he  was  cxa.6\\y  vcrfed  in  the  hiftories  of  our  nation,  whether 
ancient  or  modern  ;  was  a  moft  curious  antiquary,  and  inde- 
fatigable fearcher  into  records,  and  alfo,  which  one  would 
not  have  imagined,  a  complete  herald  and  genealogift.  The 
worthieft  and  moft  learned  of  his  contemporaries  fpeak  of 
him  in  the  moft  refpeftful  terms  :  "  that  ftaid  and  well 
"  weighed  man  Dr.  Sanderfon,  fays  Dr.  Hammond,  con- 
"  ceives  all  things  deliberately,  dwells  upon  them  difcretely, 
*'  difcerns  things  that  difter  exa6i:ly,  pafleth  his  judgment  ra- 
"  tionally,  and  exprefles  it  aptly,  clearly,  and  honeftly." 

We  fhall  now  give  fome  account  of  his  writings,  which  for 
good  fenfe,  clear  reafoning,  and  manly  ftile,  have  always  been 
much  efteemed.  In  1615,  he  publifhed,  i.  Logicas  Artis 
Compendium  :  as  we  have  already  mentioned.  2.  Sermons, 
preached  and  printed  at  different  times,  all  amounting  to  the 
number  of  thirty  fix,  168 1 ,  folio,  with  the  author's  life  by  Mr. 
Walton  prefixed.  3.  "  Nine  Cafes  of  Confcience  .<efolved.'* 
Publiihed  at  different  times,  but  firft  collected  in  1678,  Svo» 
4,  De  Juramenti  Obligatione,  1647,  8vo.  Reprinted  feve- 
ral  times  fince  with,  5.  De  Obligatione  Confcientias.  This 
laft  was  firft  printed,  as  we  have  faid,  at  the  requeft  of  Mr. 
Boyle,  and  dedicated  to  him  :  the  former,  viz.  de  juramenti 
obligatione,  was  tranflated  into  Englifli  by  king  Charles  I, 
during  his  confinement  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  and  printed  at 
London  in  1655,  8vo.  6.  '' Cenfure  of  Mr.  Antony  Af- 
"  cham  his  book  of  the  Confufions  and  Revolutions  of  Go- 
*'  vernment."  1649,  8vo.  7.  "  Epifcopacy,  as  eftabliftied  by 
*'  Law  in  England,  not  prejudicial  to  the  Regal  Power." 
1 661,  mentioned  before.  8.  '*  Pax  Ecclefias  :  about  Predefti- 
"  nation,  or  the  Five  Points."  Printed  at  the  end  of  his  Life 
by  Mr.  Walton,  8vo.  Our  learned  biflaop  feems  at  firft.  to 
have  been  a  ftri6t  calvi<iifi  in  thofe  points  :  for  in    1632, 
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when  twelve  of  his  fermons  were  printed  together,  the  reader 
may  obferve  in  the  margin  fome  acculation  of  Arminius  for 
fahe  dodtrine.  But  Dr.  Hammond,  having  paid  him  a  vifit 
at  Boothby  Pannel  in  1649,  convinced  him  of  the  abfurdity 
and  impiety  of  thofe  Do6trines  in  the  rigid  (Qn{e  :  as  he  did 
more  fully  afterwards  in  fome  letters  that  paiTed  between  them, 
and  which  are  printed  in  Dr.  Hammond's  works.  9.  *'  Dif- 
"  courfc  concerning  the  Church  in  thefe  particulars  :  firft 
'*  concerning  the  vifibility  of  the  true  Church  ;  fecondly,  con- 
"  cerning  the  Church  of  Rome."  &c.  1688.  Publifhed  by 
Dr.  William  Aftieton  from  a  MS.  Copy,  which  he  had  from 
Mr.  Pullen,  the  bifhop*s  domeftic  chaplain.  10.  A  large 
Preface  to  a  book  of  archbifhop  Uflier's,  writ  at  the  fpecial 
command  of  king  Charles  I,  and  intitled,  "  The  Power  com- 
*'  municated  by  God  to  the  Prince,  and  the  Obedience  re- 
"  quired  of  the  Subjed,"  &c.  1661,  4to.  11.  A  prefatory 
Difcourfe,  in  defence  of  archbifhop  Ufher  and  his  writings, 
prefixed  to  a  colledtion  of  learned  treatifes,  intitled,  "  Clavi 
"  Trabales  :  or,  nails  faftened  by  fome  great  mafters  of  ajfTem- 
*'  blies,  confirming  the  king's  fupremacy,  the  fubjcit's  duty, 
*'  and  church-government  by  bifhcps."  1661,  4to.  12.  Mr. 
Peck,  in  the  fecond  volume  of  his  Defiderata  Curiofa,  has 
publifhed  the  Hiftory  and  Antiquities  of  the  ''  Cathedral 
"  Church  of  the  Blefied  Virgin  St.  Mary  at  Lincoln  :  contain- 
"  ing  an  exadt  copy  of  all  the  ancient  monumental  infcrip- 
*'  tions  there,  in  number  163,  as  they  flood  in  1641,  mofl  of 
"  which  were  foon  after  torn  up,  or  otherways  defaced. 
«  Collected  by  Robert  Sanderfon,  S.  T.  P.  afterwards  lord 
"  bifhop  of  that  church,  and  compared  with  and  correded  by 
«  Sir  William  Dugdale's  MS.  furvey." 

SANDRART  (Joachim)  a  German  painter,  born 
at  Franckfort  in  1606,  was  fcnt  by  his  father  to  a  grammar- 
fchool  ;  but  feeling  his  inclination  leading  to  graving  and  de- 
figning,  was  fufFered  to  take  his  own  courfe.  He  was  fo  ea- 
ger to  learn,  that  he  went  on  foot  to  Prague  ;  and  put  himfelf 
under  Giles  Sadler,  the  famous  graver,  who  perfuaded  him 
not  to  mind  graving,  but  to  apply  his  genius  to  painting.  He 
accordingly  went  to  Utrecht,  and  was  fometime  under  the 
difcipline  of  Gerard  Huntorft,  who  took  him  into  England 
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with  him;  where  he  ftaid  till  1627,  the  year  in  which  the 
duke  of  Buckingham,  who  was  the  patron  of  painting  and 
painters,  was  alTailinated  by  Felton  at  Portfmouth.  He  went 
afterwards  to  Venice,  where  he  copied  the  fineft  pidtures  of 
Titian  and  Paul  Veronefe :  and  from  Venice  to  Rome,  where 
he  Itaid  fome  years,  and  became  one  of  tfie  moft  confidera- 
ble  painters  of  his  time.  The  king  of  Spain  fending  to  Rome 
for  twelve  pictures  of  the  moft  fkilful  hands  then  in  that  eity, 
twelve  painters  were  fet  to  work  ;  and  Sandrart  was  one  of 
them.  After  a  long  ftay  in  Rome,  he  went  to  Naples,  from 
thence  to  Sicily  and  Malta,  and  at  length  returned  through 
Lombardy  to  Frankfort  ;  where  he  married.  A  great  famine 
happening  about  that  time,  he  removed  to  Amfterdam  ;  but 
returned  to  Frankfort,  upon  the  ceiTation  of  that  grievance. 
Not  long  after,  he  took  polfeirion  of  the  manor  of  Stokau,  in 
the  duchy  of  Neuburg,  wnich  was  fallen  to  him  :  and  finding 
it  much  out  of  repair,  fold  all  his  fine  pictures,  defigns,  and 
other  curiofities,  in  order  to  raife  money  for  putting  it  in  or- 
order.  He  had  fcarce  done  this,  when  the  war  breaking  out 
between  the  Germans  aad  the  French,  it  was  burned  by  the 
latter  to  the  ground.  He  rebuilt  it,  and  made  it  better  than 
ever  ;  but  fearing  a  fecond  invafion  he  fold  it,  and  fettled  at 
Augfburgh,  where  he  executed  abundance  of  fine  pieces.  His 
wife  dying,  he  left  Augfburg,  and  went  to  Nuremberg,  where 
he  fet  up  an  academy  of  painting.  Here  he  publifhed  feveral 
volumes  on  fubjeds  relating  to  his  profeflion  ;  but  the  moft 
confiderable  of  his  works  is  "  The  Lives  of  the  Painters, 
"  with  their  f^ffigies,"  being  an  abridgment  of  Vafari  and  Ri- 
dolfi  for  what  concerns  the  Italian  painters,  and  of  Charles 
Van  Mander  for  the  Flemings  of  the  laft  century.  Sandrart 
worked  hinifelf  till  he  W2.s  feventy  years  old  :  but  the  time  of 
his  death  is  not  recorded. 

SANDYS  (  Edwin  )  an  eminent  Englifti  prelate,  and 
zealous  reformer,  was  defcended  from  a  gentleman's  family, 
and  born  in  the  year  1519,  it  is  not  certainly  known  where, 
but  probably  at  his  father's  feat  Hawkfhcad,  within  the  liber- 
ty of  P'ournes-Fells,  or  Eftwalte  in  Lancafhlre.  He  was  edu-  Collins's 
cated  at  St.  John's  college  in  Cambridge,  where  he  took  at  the  Peerage, 
proper  feafons  both  degrees  in  arts  and  divinity ;  although  he 
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was  never  fellow  of  the  college,  ^bout  the  year  1547,  he 
was  e]e61:ed  mafter  of  Catherine  Hall ;  and  in  1553,  at  the 
time  of  king  Edward's  deceafe,  was  vice-chancellor  of  the 
univerfity.  Having  early  embraced  the  proteftant  religion,  he 
joined  heartily  with  thofe,  who  were  forfetting  the  lady  Jane 
Gray  on  the  throne  ;  and  was  required  by  John  Dudley,  duke 
of  Northumberland,  who  came  to  Cambridge  in  his  march  a- 
gainft  queen  Mary,  to  fet  forth  the  lady  Jane's  title  in  a  fer- 
mon  the  next  day  before  the  univerfity.  He  obeyed,  and 
pi;eached  in  a  moft  pathetic  manner;  and,  moreover,  gave  a 
copy  of  his  fermon  to  be  printed.  Two  days  after,  the  fame 
duke  fent  to  him  to  proclaim  queen  Mary  :  which  refufmg,  he 
was  deprived  of  his  vice-chancellorfliip,  and  other  preferments 
which  he  had,  and  fent  prifoner  to  the  Tower  of  London, 
where  he  lay  above  (even  months,  and  then  was  removed  to 
the  Marfhalfea.  He  was  afterwards  fet  at  liberty  by  the  me- 
diation of  fome  friends  ;  but  certain  whifperers  fuggefting  to 
bifliop  Gardiner,  that  he  was  the  greateft  heretic  in  England, 
and  one,  who  of  all  others  had  moft  corrupted  the  univerfity  of 
Cambridge,  ftri6t  fearch  was  ordered  to  be  made  after  him. 
Upon  this,  he  made  his  efcape  out  of  England,  and  in  May 
1554  arrived  at  Antwerp;  from  whence  he  was  obliged  to 
hafte  away  foon  to  Augfburg  ;  and,  after  ftaying  there  a  few 
days,  went  to  Straiburg  where  he  fixed  his  abode.  His  wife 
came  there  to  him,  but  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  her  and 
one  child.  In  1558,  he  took  a  journey  to  Zurich,  and  lodged 
five  weeks  in  the  houfe  of  the  celebrated  ^Peter  Martyr ; 
with  whom  he  ever  after  maintained  an  intimate  corref- 
pondence. 

Receiving  there  the  agreeable  news  of  bloody  queen  Mary's 
death,  he  returned  to  Strafburg,  and  thence  to  England  ; 
where  he  arrived  the  13th  of  January  1558-9.  In  March  he 
was  appointed  by  queen  Elizabeth  and  her  council  one  of  the 
nine  proteftant  divines,  who  were  to  hold  a  difputation  againft 
fo  many  of  the  Romifh  perfuafion,  before  both  houfes  of  par- 
liament at  V/eftminfter.  He  was  alfo  one  of  the  commif- 
fioners  for  preparing  a  form  of  prayer,  or  liturgy,  and  for  de- 
liberating on  other  matters  for  the  reformation  of  the  church. 
When  the  popifli  prelates  were  deprived,  he  was  nominated  to 
the  fee  of  Carlifle,  which  he  refufed  -,  but  accepted  that  of 
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Woi'ccfter.     Being  a  man  well  fkilled  in  the  original  lan- 
(tuatj-es,  he  was,  about  the  year  1565,  one  of  the  bifliops  ap- 
pointed to  make  a  new  tranflation  of  the  Bible  ;  and  the  por- 
tions, which  fell  to  his  fhare,  were  the  firft  and  fecond  book 
of  Kings,  and  the  firft  and  fecond  of  Chronicles.     He  fuc- 
ceeded  Grindal   in  the  fee  of  London   in  1570  ;    and,   the 
year  after,  was  ordered  by  the  queen  to  affift  the  archbiftiop 
of  Canterbury  in  the  ecclefiaflical  commillion  both  againft 
Papifts   and  Puritans,     In   1576,   he  was   tranllated,  to  the 
archbifhopric  of  York.     The  feverity  of  his  temper,  and  ef- 
pecially  the  vigor  and  zeal  with  which  he  a£ted   againft  the 
Papifts,  expofed  him  to  their  cenfui-es  and  invedtives  ;  and 
occafioned  him  to   be   much  afperfed  in  their  libels.     The 
fame  feverity  alfo  involved  him  in  many  dliputes  and  cjuarrels  - 
with  thofe  of  his  own  communion  ;  fo  that  his  life  was,  up- 
on the  whole,   a  perpetual  warfare,    many  attempts  being 
continually  made  to  ruin  his  reputation  and  intereft.     One 
of  thefe  was  of  fo  Angular  and  audacious  a  nature,  that  we 
cannot  avoid  being  a  little  particular  in  our  account  of  it.  In 
May  1582,  as  he  vias  vifiting  his  diocefe,  he  lay  at  an  inn  in 
Doncafter ;    where,   through  the  contrivance  of  fir  Robert, 
Stapieton,  and  other  wicked  perfons  his   enemies,  the  inn- 
keeper's wife  was  put  to  bed  to  him  at  midnight,   when  he 
was  afleep.     Upon  which,  according  to  agreement,  the  inn- 
keeper ruflied  into  the  room,  waked  the  archbiftiop  with  his 
noife,  and  offered  a  drawn  dagger  to  his  breaft,  pretending  to 
avenge  the  injury.     Immediately  fir  Robert  Stapieton  came 
in,   as  if  called  from  his  chamber  by  the  inn-keeper  ;    and 
putting  on  the  appearance  of  a  friend,  as  indeed  he  had  for- 
merly been,   and  as  the  archbiftiop  then  thought  him,  advifed 
his  grace  to  make  the  matter  up,   laying  before  him  many 
perils  and  dangers  to  his  name  and  the  credit  of  religion  that 
might  enfue,  if,  being  one  againft  fo  many,   he  ftiould  ofFer 
to  ftir  in  fuch  a  caufe  ;   and  perfuading  him,  that  notwith- 
ftanding  his  innoccncy,  which  the  archbiftiop  earneftly  pro- 
tefted,  and  Stapieton  then  acknowledged,   it  were  better  to 
ftop  the  mouths  of  needy  perfons,  than  to  bring  his  name  in- 
to doubtful  queftion.     With  this  advice,  the  archbiftiop  un- 
warily complied  ;    but,   afterwards  difcovering  ftr  Robert's 
malice  and  treacherous  diflimulation,  he  ventured,  in  confi- 
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dence  of  his  own  innocency,  to  be  the  means  himfelf  of  bring- 
ing the  whole  caufe  to  examination  before  the  council  in  the 
ftar-chamber.  The  refult  of  this  was,  that  the  archbiftiop 
was  found  and  declared  intirely  innocent  of  the  wicked  flan- 
ders  and  imputations  raifed  againft  him  ;  and  that  fir  Robert 
Stapleton  and  his  accomplices  were  firft  imprifoned  and  then 
fined  in  a  moft  (evere  manner.     This  atFair  is  related  at  larrre 

o 

by  fir  John  Harrington,  a  contemporary  writer  j  and  by  Le 
Neve,  who  gives  a  fuller  account  of  it,  from  an  exemplifi- 
cation of  the  decree,  made  in  the  ftar-chamber,  8  May, 
25  Eliz.  prefcrved  in  the  Harleian  library. 

After  a  life  full  of  troubles  and  contention,  owing  princi- 
pally to  the  iniquity  of  the  times,  our  learned  prelate  died 
the  loth  of  July  1588,  in  the  69th  year  of  his  age  5  and  was 
buried  in  the  collegiate  church  of  Southwell,  where  a  monu- 
ment is  ere6ted  to  his  memory.  He  was  twice  married  : 
firft,  to  a 'daughter  of  Mr.  Sandes  of  Effex,  who  died  at 
Strafburg  of  a  confumption  ;  fecondly,  to  Cicely,  fifter  to 
lir  Thomas  Wilford,  of  Hartridgc  in  Kent,  by  whom  he  had 
feven  fons  and  two  daughters.  From  fir  Samuel,  the  eJdeft 
fon,  is  defcended  the  prefent  lord  Sandys  :  two  other  of  his 
fons  fhall  be  the  fubje6ls  of  the  next  articles.  As  to  the 
archbifhop's  writings,  they  cannot  be  fuppofed  voluminous  ; 
his  life  having  been  too  much  employed  in  action.  Several 
of  his  letters,  and  other  papers,  are  inferted  in  Strype's  An- 
nals ;  in  his  Life  of  Archbifliop  Parker  ;  in  his  Life  of  Arch - 
bifhop  Whitgift ;  in  Burnet's  Hiftory  of  the  Reformation  ; 
and  in  other  places.  In  16 16,  two  and  twenty  of  his  fer- 
mons  were  colledled  together,  and  printed  in  a  fmall  quarto. 
He  was  a  very  eminent  preacher  ;  and  his  ftile  is  much  fu- 
perior  to  the  generality  of  writers  in  thofe  times. 
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SANDYS  (Sir  Edwin)  fecond  fon  of  Dr.  Edwin  Sandys, 
archbifhop  of  York,  was  born  in  Worcefterfhire  about  the 
year  1561  ;  and  admitted  of  Corpus  Chrifti  college  in  Ox- 
ford at  fixteen  years  of  age,  under  the  celebrated  Mr.  Rich- 
ard Hooker,  author  of  the  *'  Ecclefiaftical  Polity."  He  took 
the  degrees  in  arts,  was  made  probationer-fellow,  and  was 
collated  in  158 1  to  a  prebend  in  the  church  of  York.  He 
afterwards  travelled  into  foreign  countries,  and  at  his  return 
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tTfew  famous  for  his  learning,  virtue  and  prudence.  -' While 
he  was  at  Paris,  he  drew  up  a  tra6i-,  publlflied  under  the  title 
of  Furopx  Speculum,  which  he  finiflied  in  1599  ;  an  imper- 
fcS:  copy  of  which  ftole  into  the  world,  without  the  author's 
name  or  confent,  in  1605,  and  was  foon  followed  by  another 
impreffion.  But  the  author,  after  he  had  ufed  all  means  to 
fupprefs  thefe  erroneous  copies,  and  to  punilh  the  printers  of 
them,  at  length  caufed  a  true  copy  to  be  publifhed,  a  little 
before  his  death,  In  1629,  4to,  under  this  title  :  "  Europa: 
"  Speculum ;  or  a  view  or  furvey  of  the  ftate  of  religion  in 
"  the  wefterne  parts  of  the  world.  Wherein  the  Romane 
*'  religion,  and  the  pregnant  policies  of  the  church  of  Rome 
*'  to  fupport  the  fame,  are  notably  difplayed  :  with  fome 
*'  other  memorable  difcoveries  and  memorations.  Never  be- 
*'  fore  till  now  publifhed  according  to  the  authuur*s  original 
"  copie.  Multumdiuquedefideratum.  Hagae  Comitis,  1629." 
To  this  edition  was  a  preface,  which  has  been  omitted  In 
the  later  editions  ;  though  fome  pafTages  of  it  were  printed 
in  that  of  1637,   4to. 

To  return.  In  May  1602,  he  refigned  his  prebend,  and 
received  the  honor  of  knighthood  from  king  James  I ;  who 
afterwards  employed  him  in  feveral  affairs  of  great  truft  and 
importance.  Dr.  Fuller  tells  us,  that  he  was  dextrous  in 
the  management  of  fiich  things,  conftant  in  parliament  as  the 
fpeaker  himfelf,  and  eftcemed  by  all  as  an  excellent  patriot,  fhire. 
Oppofing  the  court  with  vigor  in  the  parliament  of  1621,  he 
was  committed  with  Mr.  Selden  to  the  cuftody  of  the  (heriff 
of  London  in  June  that  year,  and  detained  above  a  month  ; 
which  was  highly  refented  by  the  houfe  of  commons,  as  a 
breach  of  their  priveleges  ;  but  .fir  George  Calvert,  fecretary 
of  ftate,  declaring,  that  neither  Sandys  nor  Selden  had  been 
imprifoned  for  any  parliamentary  matter,  a  flop  was  put  to 
the  difpute.  Sir  Edwin  was  treafurer  to  the  undertakers  of 
the  weftern  plantations.  He  died  in  October  1629,  and  was 
interred  at  Northbourne  in  Kent ;  where  he  had  a  feat  and 
eftite,  granted  him  by  James  I,  for  fome  fervlces  done  at 
that  king's  acceilion  to  the  throne.  He  bequeathed  1500  1. 
to  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  for  the  endowment  of  a  meta- 
phyfical  ledlure.  He  left  five  fons,  all  of  whom,  except  one, 
adhered  to  the  parliament  during  the  civil  wars. 

There 


14^ 


Fuller's 
Worthies  in 
Worcefter- 


250  SANDYS. 

There  was  one  fir  Edwin  Sandys,  who  turned  into  Eng- 
lifh  verfe  *'  Sacred  Hymns,  confifting  of  fifty  feled  pfalms 
*'  of  David,"  fet  to  be  fung  in  five  parts  by  Robert  Taylor, 
and  printed  at  London  1615  in  4to  :  but  whether  this  verfion 
was  done  by  our  author,  or  by  another  of  both  his  names  of 
Latimers  in  Buckinghamfliire,  is  uncertain. 

SANDYS  (  George  )  brother  of  the  preceding,  and 
younger  fon  of  archbifhop  Sandys,  was  born  at  Bifhops- 
Thorpe  in  Yorkfliire,  about  the  year  1578  ;  and  matriculated 
as  a  Member  of  Hart-Hall  in  Oxford,  fo  early  as   the  year 

Wood's  A-     15^9*   when  he  was  not  above  eleven  years  of  age.     Mr. 

then.  Oxen.   Wood  is  of  Opinion,   that  he  afterwards  removed  to  Corpus 
Chrifti  college.     How  long  he  refided  in  the  univerfity,   or 
whether  he  took  a  degree,  does  not  appear.  In  Auguft  16  ic, 
he  began  his  travels  through  feveral  parts  of  Europe ;   and 
then  vifited  Conftantinople,  Greece,   Egypt,   and  the  Holy 
Land.     From  thence  he  returned  to  Italy,   and  fo  to  Eng- 
land. He  became  one  of  the  privy  chamber  to  king  Charles  I, 
and  died  in  March  1643-4,   at  Boxley- Abbey  in  Kent,    the 
feat  of  his  niece  lady  Margaret  Wyat.     He  was  married,  and 
had  two  daughters.     He  publifhed  a  relation  of  his  journey 
in  the  year  1615,   the  title  of  the  7th  edition  of  which,   in 
1673  folio,    runs  thus  :    ''  Sandys  Travels,    containing  an 
*'  hiftory  of  the  original  and  prefent  ftate  of  the  Turkifli  em- 
*'  pire ;  their  laws,  government,  policy,  military  force,  courts 
**  of  juftice,   and  commerce.     The  Mahometan  religion  and 
**  ceremonies.     A  defcrlption  of  Conftantinople,   the  grand 
*'  fignior's  feraglio,  and  his  manner  of  living  :  alfo  of  Greece, 
"  with  the  religion  and  cuftoms  of  the  Grecians.  Of  Egypt ; 
*'  the  antiquity,   hieroglyphicks,  rites,   cuftoms,   difcipline, 
*'  and  religion  of  the  Egyptians.     A  voyage  on  the  river  Ni- 
*'  lus.     Of  Armenia,  Grand  Cairo,  Rhodes,  the  Pyramides, 
*^  ColofTus :  the  former  flourifhing  and  prefent  fiate  of  Alex- 
*'  andria,     A  defcription  of  the  Holy  Land,  of  the  Jews,  and 
*'  feveral  fe£ls  of  Chnftians  living  there ;  of  Jerufalem,   Se- 
*'  pulchre  of  Chrift,  Temple  of  Solomon,  and  what  elfe,  ei- 
*'  ther  of  antiquity,  or  worth  obfervation.     Laftly,  Italy  de- 
"  fcribed,    and   the  iflands   adjoining ;    as   Cyprus,    Crete, 
**  Malta,  Sicilia,  the  Eolian  iflands  5  of  Rome,  Venice,  Na- 
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"  pies,  Syracufa,  Mefena,  JEtm,  Scylla,  and  Charybdis ; 
*'  and  other  places  of  note.  Jiluftrated  with  fifty  graver* 
*'  maps  and  figures."  Moft  of  the  figures,  efpecially  thofe 
relating  to  Jerufalem  and  the  Holy  Land,  are  copild  from 
the  DevotifTimo  Viaggio  di  Zuallardo,  Roma,  1587  in  4to, 
and  1597  in  8vo. 

Mr.  Sandys  diftinguifhed  himfelf  alfo  as  a  poet ;  and  his 
produtSions  in  that  way  were  greatly  admired  in  the  times 
they  were  written.  In  1632,  he  publiflied  "  Ovid's  Me- 
"  tamorphofis,  englifhed,  mythologized,  and  reprefented  in 
*•  figures."  Oxford,  in  folio.  Francis  Cleyn  was  the  in- 
ventor of  the  figures,  „  and  Solomon  Savary  the  engraver.  He 
had  before  publilhed  part  of  this  tranflation  ;  and,  in  the  pre- 
face to  this  fecond  edition,  he  tells  us,  that  he  has  attempted 
to  colle6l  out  of  fundry  authors  the  philofophical  fenfe  of  the 
fables  of  Ovid.  To  this  work,  which  is  dedicated  to  king: 
Charles  I,  is  fubjoined  '*  an  EfTay  to  the  tranflation  of  the 
"  iEneis."  In  1636,  he  published  in  8vo,  ''  A  paraphrafe 
*'  on  the  pfalms  of  David,  and  upon  the  hymns  difperfed 
"  throughout  the  Old  and  New  7'eftament  :**  reprinted  in 
1638  folio,  with  a  title  fomewhat  varied.  In  1640,  he  pub- 
lifhed  a  tranflation  of  Grotius's  tragedy,  intitled  "  Chrift's 
"  Paflion,"  with  notes  :  which  was  reprinted  with  cuts  in 
1688,  8vo.  The  fubjedt  of  this  tragedy  was  handled  before 
in  Greek  by  Apollinarius  bifhop  of  Hierapolis,  and  after  him 
by  Gregory  Nazianzen  ;  bur,  according  to  Mr.  Sandys, 
Grotius  has  excelled  all  others  upon  this  fubjecl.  Mr.  Lang- 
baine  tells  us,  with  regard  to  Mr.  Sandy's  tranflation,  that  'J.^T"r^ 
"  he  will  be  allowed  an  excellent  artrft  in  it  by  learned  Dramatic 
"  judges  ;  and  as  he  has  followed  Horace's  advice  of  avoid-  ^°^^^*  ^^^* 
"  in^  a  fervile  tranflation, — nee  verbum  verba  curabis  redder^ 
^^  fdus  interpres — fo  he  comes  fo  near  the  fenfc  of  his  au- 
"  thor,  that  nothing  is  loft ;  no  fpirits  evaporate  in  the  de- 
'»  canting  it  into  Englifh ;  and  if  there  be  any  fcdiment,  it 
"  is  left  behind." 

SANNAZARIUS   (James)   an  excellent  Latin  and  g^.jj^^ 

Italian  poet,   was  defcendcd  from  an  ancient  and  noble  fa-  Jugemcns, 

mily,  and  born  at  Naples  the  28th  of  July  1458.     His  fa-  Nlceror*"*^ 

ther  torn,  VIII.. 
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ther  dying  while  he  was  an  infant,  his  mother  retired  into  a 
village ;  but  was  prevailed  with  to  return  for  the  fake  of  her 
Ton,  who  was  fure  to  want  thofe  advantages  of  education 
there,  which  he  would  have  at  Naples.  Sannazarius  acquired 
a  great  knowledge  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  tongues  early, 
and  was  a  young  man  of  moft  promifmg  hopes.  There  was 
a  kind  of  private  academy  at  Naples,  which  was  managed  by 
John  Pontanus :  there  Sannazarius  was  admitted,  and  called 
himfelf  Adius  Sincerus,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  place, 
which  was  to  aflume  fiditious  names.  Poets  have  ufually 
imaginary  miftrefles,  to  inflame  their  imaginations,  and  ex- 
ercife  their  vein  with  :  Sannazarius  had  a  real  one,  a  young 
lady  of  a  noble  family.  But  fhe  was  very  unkind  :  fo  that 
his  poems  abound  with  complaints  of  her  cruelty  and  hardnefs 
of  heart.  In  order  to  forget  her,  he  went  to  France  :  but 
his  paffion  foon  brought  him  back  to  Naples,  where,  by  good 
luck,  he  found  the  object  of  it  departed  ;  and  then  his  heart 
vented  itfelf  in  ftrains  of  lamentation.  His  extraordinary 
tiilent  in  this  way  introduced  him  at  the  court  of  Ferdinand, 
king  of  Naples  ;  and  endeared  him  to  his  fon  Frederic,  who 
was  a  lover  of  Poetry,  Frederic  had  him  in  the  palace, 
and  made  him  his  confident :  fo  that  Sannazarius  could  not 
help  promifing  himfelf  great  things,  when  Frederic  fliould 
mount  the  throne.  He  was,  as  it  ufually  happens,  difap- 
pointed  :  for  Frederic  contented  himfelf  with  fettling  on  him 
a  penfion,  and  giving  him  a  houfe  called  Mergolino,  molt 
agreeably  fituated,  and  with  a  charming  profpe^l :  and  was 
not  this  providing  better  for  a  poet,  than  making  him  a  mi- 
nifter  of  ftate,  and  fitter  for  him  too  ?  Sannazarius  was  very 
difcontented  at  firft  ;  but  reconciling  himfelf  by  degrees  to 
his  new  habitation,  he  determined  to  fpend  his  life  there  ia 
contemplation  and  tranquillity.  Juft  when  he  was  putting 
this  fcheme  in  execution,  Frederic  was  deprived  of  his  king- 
dom of  Naples  ;  and  chofe  France  for  his  retreat,  where 
Lewis  XII  gave  him  the  duchy  of  Anjou.  Sannazarius 
thought  himfelf  obliged  to  accompany  his  prince  and  patron  ; 
and  not  content  with  this,  fold  certain  eftates  which  he  had, 
to  fupply  him  with  money.  After  the  death  of  Frederic  in 
1504,  he  returned  to  Naples;  and  devoted  himfelf  wholly 
to  poetry  and  his  pleafures,  in  which  laft  he  was  always  pretty 
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indulgent  to  hlmfelf  He  died  at  Naples  in  1530.  He  was 
never  married,  yet  had  a  Ion,  whofe  death  is  deplored  in  his 
el  Logics. 

All  his  Latin  poems  were  firft  printed  at  Venice  in  I53r, 
24mo.  They  have  been  often  reprinted  :  but  the  beft  edition 
is  that  of  Amfterdam  1727,  in  8vo,  with  the  notes  of  the 
learned  Janus  Broukhufius  and  others.  The  principal  work 
in  this  colledion,  which  confifts  of  eclogues,  elegies  and 
epigrams,  is  the  De  partu  Virglnis  libri  tres.  His  reputation 
is  chiefly  built  upon  this  poem,  which  has  been  allowed  by 
Julius  Scaliger,  Erafmus,  and  others,  to  have  in  it  all  thofe 
qualities,  that  go  to  the  forming  a  finlfhed  piece  ;  all  that  in- 
vention, j'jdgment,  elegance,  and  fine  turn  of  fentiment, 
which  is  fo  much  admired  in  the  great  mafters  of  antiquity. 
The  ftrange  mixture,  however,  of  Paganifm  with  Chrlftianlty, 
that  runs  through  the  whole,  has  given  univerfal  offence : 
and  indeed  one  can  hardly  help  thinking  at  firft  fight,  that 
he  efteemed  the  two  religions  at  an  equal  rate,  and  meant  to  * 

fet  them  on  a  level.  He  meant  nothing  lefs  :  he  was  cer- 
tainly a  good  Chriftian,  if  making  verfes  perpetually  on  the 
Virgin  Mary,  and  founding  a  convent,  as  he  did,  can  make 
a  good  Chriftian  :  he  was  only  Influenced  by  the  fame  fplrit, 
which  influenced  Bembus  and  others  his  contemporaries,  who 
adored  the  remains  of  the  ancient  Heathens  fo  extravagantly, 
that  they  were  borrowing  their  language  and  mythology  up- 
on all  occafions,  and  applying  them  moft  improperly  to  things 
merely  modern.  Sannazarlus  is  faid  to  have  fpent  twenty 
years,   more  or  lefs,   in  perfedllng  this  poem. 

There  are  two  Italian  pieces  of  his,  Arcadia  and  Rime  ; 
the  former,  a  compofition  in  profe  and  verfe  ;  the  latter,  a 
poem.     They  have  been  often  printed. 

SANSON  (Nicholas)  a  celebrated  French  geogra- 
pher, was  born  at  Abbeville  in  Picardy,  the  2Cth  of  Decem- 
ber 1600.  After  he  had  finlftied  his  juvenile  ftudies,  he  be-  ,,• 
took  himfelf  to  merchandize;  but  fuftaining  confiderable  torn.  xm. 
lofTes,  he  quitted  that  calling,  and  applied  himfelf  to  geo- 
graphy, for  which  he  had  naturally  a  turn.  At  nineteen 
years  of  age,  he  had  drawn  a  map  of  Ancient  Gaul,  but 
did  not  pub! i(h  it  till  1627,  left,  as  we  are  told,  it  fliould 
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not,  on  account  of  his  youth,  be  thought  his  own ;  for  his 
father  was  a  geographer,  and  had  pubhfhcd  feveral  maps. 
The  excellent  turn  and  genius  for  geographical  difqulfitions, 
which  this  map  of  Gaul  difcovered,  procured  it  a  very  favor- 
able reception  from  the  pubh'c  ;  and  encouraged  the  author 
to  proceed  in  this  kind  of  work.  He  did  fo,  and  was  fo  in- 
defatigable in  his  labors,  that  he  made  almoft  three  hundred! 
large  maps  of  places,  ancient  and  modern  ;  and  caufed  an 
hundred  methodical  tables  to  be  graven  concerning  the  divi- 
fions  of  the  dominions  of  Chriftian  princes.  He  alfo  wrote 
feveral  things,  to  explain  and  illuftrate  his  maps  ;  as  "  Re- 
"  marks  upon  the  Ancient  Gauls  :  Treatifcs  of  the  four  parts 
*'*'  of  the  World  :  Two  Tables  of  the  Cities  and  Places,  which 
''  occur  in  the  Maps  of  the  Rhine  and  Italy  :  A  Defcription 
"  of  the  Roman  Empire,  of  France,  Spain,  Italy,  Germa- 
*'  ny,  and  the  Britifh  Ifles,  together  v/ith  the  ancient  Itinc- 
"  raries  :"  all  v/hich  are  very  commodious  for  underftanding 
the  maps,  which  they  are  intended  to  accompany.  He  wrote 
an  account  of  the  "Antiquity  of  Abbeville,"  which  engaged 
him  in  a  conteft  v^ith  feveral  learned  men  ;  with  father 
Labbe  the  Jefuit  in  particular.  He  made  alfo  a  "  Sacred 
*'  Geography,"  divided  into  two  tables;  and  a  "  Geogra- 
*'  phical  Index  of  the  Holy  Land."  He  was  preparing  other 
works,  and  had  collected  a  great  deal  of  matter,  with  a 
view  of  making  an  Atlas  of  his  own  maps  :  but  his  watch- 
ing and  great  pains  brought  upon  him  an  ilinefs,  of  which, 
after  languifliing  for  near  two  years,  he  died  at  Paris  in  1667. 
He  had  received  particular  marks  of  efteem  and  kindneis 
from  the  cardinals  Richelieu  and  Mazarine  ;  and  was  geo- 
grapher and  engineer  to  the  king.  He  left  two  fons,  who 
inherited  his  geographical  merit.  Voltaire  calls  him  *'  the 
Sieclede  ''  Father  of  geography  before  William  de  I'lfle."  His  Atlas 
Louis  XIV.   ^^s  publifhed  in  two  volumes  folio,  at  Paris,  in  1603. 

SAPPHO,  a  famous  poetefs  of  antiquity,  who  for  her 
excellence  in  her  art  has  been  called  the  Tenth  Mufe,  was 
born  at  Mitylene  in  the  ifle  of  Lefbos,  about  fix  hundred  and 
ten  years  before  Chrift.  She  was  contemporary  with  Stefi- 
chorus  and  Alcaeus,  which  laft  was  her  countryman,  and  as 
feme  think  her  fuitor.     They,    who  fuppofe  this,    depend 
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chiefly  upon  the  authority  of  Ariftotle,  who  in  his  rhetoric 
cites  a  declaration  of  Alcieus,  and  an  anfwer  of  Sappho  :  the 
import  of  both  which  is  this.  Alcaeus  declares,  "  he  has 
**  fomething  to  fay,  but  that  modefl:y  forbids  him  :"  Sappho 
replies,  that  ''  if  his  requeft  was  honourable,  fhame  would 
*'  not  have  appeared  in  his  face,  nor  could  he  be  at  a  lofs  to 
"  make  a  reafonable  propofition."  It  has  been  thought  too, 
that  iVnacreon  was  one  of  her  lovers,  and  his  editor  Barnes 
has  taken  fome  pains  to  prove  it ;  but  chronology  will  not 
admit  this  ;  llnce,  upon  enquiry,  it  will  be  found,  that 
Sappho  was  probably  dead  before  Anacreon  was  born.  All 
this  lady's  verfes  ran  upon  love,  which  made  Plutarch,  in 
his  treatife  on  that  fubje6l,  compare  her  to  Cacus  the  fon  of 
Vulcan  ;  of  whom  it  is  written,  that  he  cajl  out  of  his  mouth 
fire  and  flame.  Of  the  numerous  poems  flie  wrote,  there  is 
nothing  remaining  but  fome  fmall  fragments,  which  the  an- 
cient fcholiafts  have  cited  ;  a  hymn  to  Venus,  preferved  by 
Dionyfius  of  HalicarnafTus,  as  an  example  of  a  perfection  he. 
had  a  mind  to  chara(flerife ;  and  an  ode  to  Qn^  of  her  mif-  DeStru(flura 
trefTes  ;  which  laft  piece  confirms  a  tradition  delivered  down  p/202"'^' 
from  antiquity,  that  her  amorous  pailion  extended  even  to  Lond.  1702, 
perfons  of  her  own  fex,  and  that  (he  was  willing  to  have  her 
miftreiTes  as  well  as  her  gallants.  Mrs.  le  Fevre,  afterwards 
Madam  Dacier,  indeed  has  endeavoured,  for  the  honour  of 
Sappho,  to  render  the  fadl  uncertain  ;  and  would  reprefent  in  the  life  of 
this  ode,  as  written  in  the  fcile  of  one  friend  to  another.  But  ^ 
it  favors  entirely  of  love,  and  not  the  leaft  of  friendfhip  ; 
otberwife,  fo  great  a  judge  as  Longinus,  for  it  is  to  him  we 
owe  the  prefervatlon  of  it,  would  never  have  faid,  that 
Sappho  "  having  obferved  the  anxieties  and  tortures  infepa- 
**  rable  to  jealous  love,  has  coHe6ted  and  difplayed  them  in 
"  the  fineft  manner  imaginable.'*     BcTides,  Strabo  and  A-  ., 

tha^neus  tell  us,  that  the  name  of  the  fair  one,  to  whom  it  c.  10. 
is  addrefled,  was  Dorica  ;  and  that  fhe  was  loved  by  Cha- 
raxus,  who  was  Sappho's  brother.  Let  us  then  fuppofe  that 
this  Dorica,  Sappho's  infamous  paramour,  received  the  ad- 
drefTes  of  Charaxus,  and  admits  him  into  her  company  as  a 
lover.  This  very  moment  Sappho  unexpecftedly  enters,  and 
i^ruck  with  what  fhe  fees,  defcribes  her  emotions  in  the  fol- 
lowing ftrains.  f 

I.  B/eJ 
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I. 

Bkj}  as  th*  immortal  God  U  he^ 
The  youth  who  fondly  fits  by  thee. 
And  hearsy  and  fees  thee  all  the  while 
Softly  fpeaky  and fweetly  fmile, 

II. 

*Twas  this  depriv' d  my  foul  of  refi y 

And  rois\]  fuch  tumults  in  my  hreofl  : 
For  tuhile  I  ga%  d  in  tranfport  tojl^ 
My  breath  was  gone^  my  voice  was  lofl, 

IIL 

My  hofom  glowed  j   the  fuhtle  flame 
Ran  quick  through  all  my  vital  frame  : 
O'er  my  dim  eyes  a  darknefs  hung  : 
My  ears  with  hollow  murmurs  rung, 

IV. 

In  dewy  damps  my  limbs  w'ere  chiWd : 
My  blood  with  gentle  horrors  thrilTd  : 
My  feeble  pulfe  forgot  to  play^ 
I  faintedy  funk^  and  dy*d  away, 

Phillips. 

People  were  fo  perfuaded  in  Ovid's  time  of  Sappho's  having 
loved  women  as  men  do,  that  he  introduces  her  without  any 
difficulty,  making  a  facrifice  to  Phaon  of  her  female  para- 
KiPhaon  "^^^''^  •  ^^^m  which  we  learn,  that  Sappho's  love  for  her  own 
fex  did  not  keep  her  from  loving  ours.  She  fell  defperately 
in  love  with  Phaon,  and  did  all  flie  could  to  win  him  ;  but 
in  vain  :  upon  which  fhe  threw  herfelf  headlong  from  a  rock, 
and  died.  It  is  faid,  that  Sappho  could  not  forbear  follow- 
ing Phaon  into  Sicily,  whither  he  retired  that  he  might  not 
fee  her  ;  and  that  during  her  ftay  in  that  Ifland,  fhe  proba- 
bly compofed  the  hymn  to  Venus,  ftill  extant,  in  which  (he 
begs  fo  ardently  the  affiftance  of  that  goddefs.  Her  prayers 
however  proved  ineffedlual :  Phaon  was  cruel  to  the  laft  de- 
gree. The  unfortunate  Sappho  was  forced  to  take  the  dread- 
ful leap  'y  fhe  went  to  the  promontory  Leucas,  and  threw 

herfelf 
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hcrfclf  into  the  Tea.  The  cruelty  of  Phaon  will  not  furprife 
us  fo  much,  if  we  reflect,  that  (he  was  a  widow  ;  (for  fhe 
had  been  married  to  a  rich  man  in  the  ifle  of  Andros,  by 
whom  fhe  had  a  daughter^  named  Cleis)  that  flie  had  never 
been  handfome  j  that  fhe  had  obferved  no  meafure  in  her 
pallion  to  both  fexes ;  and  that  Phaon  had  long  known  all 
her  charms.  For  copfider,  what  (he  herfelf  writes  to  him 
by  the  pen  of  Ovid  : 

In  all  1  pleafed^  but  moji  in  what  was  leji  ; 

And  the  laji  joy  was  dearer  than   the  rejl. 

Then  with  each  word,  each  glance,  each  motion  fired^ 

Toujiill  enjofd,  and  yet  you  Ji ill  de  fired  : 

Till  all  di/Jolving  in  the  trance  we  lay. 

And  in  tumultuous  raptures  died  away,  PorE. 

The  fame  Ovid  makes  her  confefs  herfelf  not  handfome : 

To  me  what  nature  has  in  charms  deny^d. 

Is  well  by  wit^s  more  lajiing  charms  fupply^d, 

Tho*  Jhort  by  Jiaturc,  yet  my  name  extends 

To  Heaven  it f elf,  and  earth'' s  remote^ ft  ends. 

Brown  as  I  am,  an  Ethiopian  dame 

Infpir^d  young  Per  feus  with  a  genrous  f.ame,  PoPE. 

She  was  indeed  a  very  great  wit,  and  for  that  alone  deferves 
to  be  remembered.  The  Mitylenians  had  her  worth  in  fuch 
high  efteem,  and  were  fo  fenfible  of  the  glory  they  received 
from  her  being  born  among  them,  that  they  paid  her  fove- 
reign  honours  after  her  death,  and  damped  their  money  with 
her  image.  The  Romans  afterwards  ereifled  a  noble  ftatue 
of  Porphyry  to  her ;  and  in  (hort,  ancients  as  well  as  mo- 
derns have  done  honour  to  her  memory.  VofTius  fays,  that  none 
of  the  Greek  poets  excelled  Sappho  for  fweetnefs  of  verfe  j 
and  that  fhe  made  Archilochus  the  mode!  of  her  ftile,  but 
at  the  fame  time  took  care  to  foften  the  feverity  of  his  ex- 
prelTion.  It  muft  be  granted,  fays  Rapin,  from  what  is  left 
us  of  Sappho,  that  Longinus  had  great  reafon  to  extol  the 
admirable  genius  of  this  woman  ;  for  there  is  in  what  re- 
mains of  her  fomething  delicate,  harmonious,  and  impalFioned 
Vol.  X.  S  to 
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to  the  lafl  degree.  Catullus  endeavoured  to  imitate  Sappho, 
but  fell  infinitely  fhort  of  her ;  and  fo  have  all  others,  vi^ho 
have  written  upon  love. 

The  two  above-mentioned  poems,  with  her  fragments, 
have  been  printed  iJiter  nov2?n  faminarum  Gracarum  carmina. 
Grasce,  cura  Fulvi'i  JJrfini,  apud  Plantin,  1598.  8vo.  and 
Gr.  &  Lat.  Notis  Var.  h  Chr.  f^Polfii.  Hamburg,  1732,  in 
4to. 
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SARA  SIN  (John  Francis)  a  French  author,  who, 
fays  Voltaire,  "  has  written  agreeably  in  verfe  and  profe, 
LouiTxiV.  was  born  at  Hermanville,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Caen, 
Tom.  II.  about  the  year  1604.  It  is  faid,  in  the  Segraifiana,  but  we 
know  not  on  what  foundation,  that  Mr.  Fauconnier  of  Caen, 
a  treafurer  of  France,  having  an  amour  with  a  beloved  dam- 
•  fel,  who  was  not  of  rank  fufficient  for  his  wife,  upon  finding 
her  with  child,  rnarried  her  ;  and  that  Sarafin  was  the  pro- 
duct of  this  ante-nuptial  congrefs.  Be  this  as  it  will,  he 
began  his  ftudies  at  Caen,  and  afterwards  went  to  Paris  : 
where  he  became  eminent  for  wit  and  polite  literature,  tho* 
he  was  very  defective  in  every  thing  that  could  be  called 
learning.  In  the  next  place,  he  made  the  tour  of  Germany  ; 
and,  upon  his  return  to  France,  was  appointed  a  kind  of 
fecretary  to  the  prince  of  Conti.  He  was  a  man  of  a  lively 
imagination  and  moft  ready  wit ;  which  he  was  conftantly 
giving  proof  of,  upon  fome  occafion  or  other.  Mr.  Perrault 
relates  a  very  pleafant  thing  v/hich  happened,  when  he  was 
attending  the  prince  of  Conti,  who  delighted  in  progrelTes, 
and  was  then  harangued  in  form  at  every  place  he  pafled 
through.  Once,  when  the  raagiftracy  of  a  certain  town  came 
forth  to  addrefs  him^  the  orator  unfortunately  forgot  his  lef- 
fon,  and  made  a  full  flop  at  the  end  of  the  fecond  period. 
Sarafin  jumped  out  at  the  other  fide  of  the  coach  ;  and  get- 
ting inltantly  round  it  clofe  by  the  orator,  went  on  with  the 
fpeech  in  the  flilc  it  had  been  begun,  filled  it  with  ridiculous 
panegyric,  yet  delivered  it  with  fuch  folemnity,  that  the 
prince  could  not  refrain  from  laughter.  But  the  beftof  it 
was,  that  the  magiftracy  not  only  thanked  Sarafin  for  helping 
them  out  at  fuch  a  defpcrate  plunge,  but  made  him  the  fame 
prefent  as  was  made  to  the  prince.     Sarafin  married  a  rich 

woman. 
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woman,  but  old,  ugly,  and  ill  natured ;  fo  that  the  little 
happinefs  he  found  in  this  ftate,  made  him  often  afk,  "  Whe- 
"  ther  the  blefled  fecret  would  never  be  found  out,  of  pro.- 
*'  pagating  the  human  fpecies  without  a  woman  ?"  Sarafin 
drew  in  the  prince  of  Conti,  as  is  faid,  to  marry  the  niece 
of  Mazarine,  and  for  the  good  office  received  a  great  fum. 
The  cardinal  however,  after  the  confummation  of  the  mar- 
riage, made  a  jeft  of  Sarafm  :  and  the  bargain  coming  to  the 
ears  of  the  prince,  who  was  fufficiently  difgufted  with  his 
confort,  Sarafm  was  turned  out  of  doors,  with  all  the  marks 
of  ignominy,  as  a  villain,  who  had  fold  himfelf  to  the  car- 
dinal. This  treatment  is  fuppofed  to  have  occafioned  his 
death,  which  happened  in  December  1654.  Mr.  PelifTon, 
paffing  through  the  town  where  Sarafm  died,  went  to  the 
grave  of  his  old  acquaintance,  flied  fome  tears^  had  a  raafs 
faid  over  him,  and  founded  an  anniverfary,  though  he  him- 
felf was  at  that  time  a  proteftant. 

Fie  publiflied  a  very  few  works  in  his  life-time  :  nothings 
except  Difcours  de  la  Tragedie  ;  L'Hiftoire  du  Siege  de  Dun- 
kerque,  in  1649  '  ^"^  -^^  Pompe  funebre  de  Voiture,  in 
the  Mifcellanea  of  Menage,  to  whom  it  is  addrefied,  in  1652, 
Sarafm  at  his  death  ordered  all  his  writings  into  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Menage,  to  be  difpofed  of  according  as  that  gentleman 
ihould  think  proper  ;  and  Menage  publiflied  a  4to  volume  of 
them  at  Paris  in  1656,  with  a  pourtrait  of  the  author  en- 
graven by  Nanteuil,  and  a  difcourfe  of  Mr.  PelifTon  upon  his 
merits,  prefixed.  They  confift  of  poetry  and  profe  :  they 
are  full  of  wit,  politenefs,  eafe,  elegance,  invention,  and 
every  thing,  that  can  make  an  author  agreeable :  and  accor- 
dingly, all  kinds  of  readers  have  found  much  entertainment 
in  them. 

Befides  this  colIe6lion  in  4to,  two  more  volumes  in  i2mo 
were  publiflied  at  Paris  in  1675,  under  the  title  of  Nouvelles 
Ouvres  de  M    Sarafm  :   of  which  Mr.  de  la  Monnoye  has 
given  the  following  hiftory.     Mr.  Menage,  having  caufed  to   Balllet, 
b^  printed  fuch  works  of  Sarafm,  as  he  thought  would  do  ho-   i"!Tom!  v. 
nor  to  their  author,   lupprelled  the  reft,  either  as  unfinifiied  p.264.not.4, 
pieces,  or  as  the  productions  of  his  juveiiile  years.     But  Me-  ^  ^^'  '''"' 
nage's  Amanuenfis  having  taken  a  copy  of  them,  without 
the  knowledge  of  his  mafter,  let  a  bookfeller  have  them  for  a 
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very  fmal!  fum  :  who  confulting  Defpreaux  about  them,  an^ 
finding  them  not  unworthy  of  Sarafin,  digefted  and  printed 
them  in  two  volumes,  as  mentioned  above.  Monnoye  calls 
them  fragments  inftead  of  works,  becaufe  they  are  unfinifh- 
cd  ;  and  pieces  of  poems,  rather  than  poems.  The  firft  vo- 
lume begins  with  an  Apologie  de  la  Morale  d'Epicure,  a 
compofition  in  profe  of  178  pages,  in  which,  fays  Monnoye, 
there  are  many  fine  paflages  ;  and  he  obferves  it  to  have  been 
no  bad  compliment  to  this  piece,  that  it  was  attributed, 
though  falfely,  to  St.  Evremont.  The  remaining  part  of  the 
firft,  and  all  the  fecond  volume,  confift  of  little  poems  and 
fragments  of  poems. 


Rapln,  Hift. 
d'Anglc- 
terre,  p.531. 
t.  II.   1724. 
4to. — Du 
Pin,  Aut. 
Ecclef. 
cent. X 1 1.— 
Bayle  Did. 
in  voce. 


SARISBURY  (John  o?)  in  Latfn  Sarifburienfis,  an 
Engliihman,  very  famous  in  his  day,  was  born  at  Rochefter 
about  the  year  iiio  ;  and  went  Into  France  at  the  age  of  fix- 
teen  or  feventeen.  He  had  afterwards  a  commlffion  from  the 
king  his  mafter,  to  refide  at  the  court  of  pope  Eugenius,  in 
order  to  manage  the  affairs  of  England,  III  offices  were  at- 
tempted to  be  done  him  with  that  pope  :  he  Vv^as  charged  with 
feveral  falfe  accufat;lons  ;  but  at  laft  the  truth  was  dtfcovered, 
and  he  was  retained  by  Eugenius  with  all  the  favors  which 
he  had  deferved.  He  was  ftill  more  efteemed  by  the  fuc- 
cefTor  of  that  pope  ;  and,  being  recalled  to  England,  he  re- 
ceived high  marks  of  favor  from  the  famous  Thomas  Becket, 
then  high  chancellor  of  the  kingdom.  The  chancellor  at 
that  time  governed  his  mafler  Henry  II ;  and,  as  he  wanted 
affiftance  in  fo  weighty  a  charge,  he  ufed  the  advice  of  John 
of  Salifbury,  efpecially  in  the  education  of  the  king's  eldeft 
Ion,  and  of  feveral  Engufh  noblemen,  whom  he  had  under- 
taken to  inftrucl  in  good  manners  and  learning.  Becket  de- 
iired  him  alio  to  take  care  of  his  houfe,  while  he  went  with 
the  king  to  Guienne.  Upon  his  return  from  that  voyage, 
he  was  made  archbifliop  of  Canterbury  ;  and  left  the  court, 
to  perform  the  duties  of  his  fee.  John  of  Salifbury  attended 
him,  and  was  afterwards  his  faithful  companion,  when  that 
turbulent  prelate  was  obli;.7;ed  to  retire  to  France,  and  when 
at  the  end  of  kven  years  lie  was  recalled  to  England.  When 
Becket  was  killed  in  his  own  cathedral,  John  of  Salifbury 
was  with  him,  and  eiideavoured  to  ward  off  the  blow,  which 
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rwie  of  the  airafTins  aimed  at  his  ma.fter*s  head.  He  received 
it  upon  his  arm ;  and  the  wound  was  fo  great,  that  the  chi- 
rurgeons  at  the  end  of  a  year  defpaired  of  a  cure ;  and  fome 
pretend,  that  it  was  cured  at  luft  by  a  miracle  of  Thomas 
Becket.  He  retired  into  PVance  ;  and  afterwards,  in  1179, 
W2S  made  bifhop  of  Chartres;  which  promotion  he  did  not 
Airvive  above  a  year  or  two. 

He  was  ©ne  of  the  fhining  lights  of  the  dark  age  he  lived 
in,  and  indeed  a  mod  ingenious,  polite,  and  learned  man. 
This  appears  from  a  Latin  treatife,  intitled  Policraticon,  five 
dc  nugis  Curialium,  &  vefligiis  Philofophorum  :  which,  Du 
Pin  fays,  *'  is  compofed  in  a  plain  and  concife  ftile,  and  is 
"  an  excellent  treatife  upon  the  employments,  occupations,  » 
"  duties,  virtues  and  vices  of  great  men,  efpeclally  princes 
"  and  great  lords  ;  and  contains  an  Injinite  number  of  moral 
*'  reflections,  fentences,  fine  paflages  from  authors,  examples, 
'*  apologues,  pieces  of  Hiftory,  and  common  places."  Juftus 
Lipfius  obferves  alfo,  that  "  it  is  a  canto,  in  which  we  meet 
*'  with  many  pieces  of  purple,  and  fragments  of  a  better 

„      X  r,     .      .  ^      1  T        1         •       Notse  in 

*'  age.       It  came  out  at  Pans  m  1513,  and  at  Leyden  m   Tadtum, 
1595,  8vo  ;  and  a  French  tranflation  of  it,  intitled  Les  Va-   li^-  ^^^' 
nitez  de  la  Cour,   was  printed  at  Paris  1640  in  4to,  with  a 
life  of  the  author  prefixed  to  it. 

Letters  alfo,  a  life  of  Thomas  Becket,  and  a  treatife  upon 
logic  and  philofopliy,  all  written  by  John  of  Salifbury,  have 
been  printed.  It  appears  from  his  letters,  fays  Du  Pin,  that 
he  fometimes  cenlures  the  conducl  of  Becket,  though  he  was 
addI6led  to  his  intercft  ;  and  that,  while  he  was  devoting  his 
fervices  to  the  court  of  Rome,  he  often  difapproves  what 
was  done  there,  and  even  condemns  on  certain  occafions  the 
vices  of  the  cardinals.  This  fhews  him  to  have  had  can- 
dor and  virtue,  as  well  as  wit,  politenefs,  and  learning;  and 
there  is  great  reafon  to  think,  that  he  was  upon  the  wliole  a 
very  extraordinary  and  valuable  man. 

S  A  R  T  O  (  Andrea  del  )  a  famous  Italian  painter, 
was  the  fon  of  a  taylor,  from  whence  he  had  the  name  of  Sar- 
to  ;  and  was  born  at  Florence  in  the  year  1478.  He  was  put 
apprentice  to  a  goldfmith,  with  who  he  lived  fome  time  ;  but 
minded  defigning,    more  than  his  own  trade.     From  the 
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goldfmlth  he  was  removed  to  John  Bafile  an  ordinary  pahif6r, 
who  taught  him  in  form  the  rudiments  of  his  art ;  and  after- 
wards to  Peter  Cofimo,  who  was  exceedingly  taken  with  his 
genius.  While  he  was  with  Cofimo,  hefpent  all  his  hours  of 
leifure  and  the  holydays,  which  others  gave  to  their  amufe- 
ments,  in  defigning  in  the  great  hall,  called  La  Sala  del  Papa, 
where  were  the  cartoons  of  Michael  Angelo  and  Leonardo  da 
Vinci;  and  by  thefe  means  arrived  at  a  maftery  in  his  art. 
He  thought  his  own  mader  too  flow  in  the  execution  of  his 
works,  as  indeed  he  was  grown  very  old  ;  for  which  reafon 
he  left  him,  and  joined  himfelf  to  Francis  Bigio.  They  lived 
together,  and  painted  a  great  number  of  things,  at  Florence 
^hd  about  it,  for  the  monafteries.  Sarto  drew  madonnas  in 
abundance ;  and,  in  fhort,  the  profit  arifing  from  his  labors 
would  have  fupported  him  very  plentifully,  had  he  not  fallen 
foolifhiy  in  love  with  a  young  woman  ;  who  yet  was  then 
married  to  another  man,  but  who,  upon  the  death  of  her 
hufband,  became  Sarto's  wife.  From  that  time  forward  he 
Was  very  uneafy  both  in  his  fortune  and  temper ;  for,  befides  the 
incumbrance  of  a  married  life,  he  was  often  difturbed  with 
jealoufy,  and  his  wife's  ill  humors. 

In  the  mean  time,  his  fame  and  his  works  were  not  con- 
fined to  his  own  country  :  they  both  were  fpread  into  different 
parts  of  Europe  ;  and  fome  of  his  pieces  falling  under  the 
notice  of  Francis  I,  that  monarch  was  fo  pleafed  with  them, 
that  he  invited  Sarto  into  France.  Sarto  went ;  and  no  foon- 
er  arrived  at  court,  but  he  experienced  that  prince's  liberality, 
before  he  began  to  work.  He  did  many  things  there  for  the 
king  and  the  nobility  ;  but  when  he  was  working  one  day 
upon  a  St.  Jerome  for  the  queen-mother,  he  received  letters 
from  his  wife  at  Florence,  whiqh  made  him  refolve  to  return 
thither.  He  pretended  domeftic  affairs,  yet  promifed  the 
king  not  only  to  return,  but  alfo  to  bring  with  him  a  good 
colle6lion  of  pictures  and  fculptures.  In  this  however,  he 
was  over-ruled  by  his  wife  and  relations ;  and  never  returning,, 
gave  Francis,  who  had  entrufled  him  with  a  confidcrable  fum 
of  money,  fo  ill  an  opinion  of  Florentine  painters,  that  he 
would  not  look  favorably  on  them  for  fome  years  after. 

By  this  fad  ftep,  Sarto  fell  from  a  very  florifhing  to  a  very 
mean  condition.     He  gave  himfelf  up  wholly  to  pleafure, 
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fpent  the  king's  money  and  his  own,  and  became  at  length 
very  poor.  The  truth  is,  he  was  naturally  mild,  timorous, 
uoor-ipirlted,  and  therefore  fet  but  a  very  little  value  upon 
his  own  performances  :  yet  the  Florentines  had  Co  great  an  e- 
fteem  for  his  works,  that,  during  the  fury  of  the  popular 
faftions  amopg  them,  they  preferved  his  pieces  from  the 
flames,  when  they  fpared  neither  churches  nor  any  things  elfe. 
He  was  certainly  an  excellent  artift,  in  whom  nature  and  art 
concurred  to  fliew,  what  painting  can  do  either  in  defign, 
coloring,  or  invention  :  but  his  pictures  generally  wanted  bold- 
nefs,  ftrength,  and  life,  as  well  as  their  painter.  Sarto  died  of 
the  plague  in  1520,  when  he  was  only  forty-two  years  of  age. 
Vafari,  in  his  lives  of  the  painters,  relates  a  ftory  of  Sarto, 
which  fhews,  what  an  excellent  hand  he  had  at  copying. 
Frederic  II,  duke  of  Mantua,  feeing  at  Florence  a  picSture  of 
pope  Leo  X,  done  by  Raphael,  begged  it  of  Clement  VII,  who 
ordered  OiSlavian  of  ^/Iedicis  to  deliver  It  to  the  duke.  OcSta- 
vian  being  a  lover  of  the  fine  arts,  and  troubled  to  lofe  from 
Florence  fuch  a  curiofity,  made  ufe  of  the  following  artifice. 
He  got  Sarto  to, copy  it,  and  fent  the  copy  to  the  duke,  who 
was  highly  pleafed  with  it ;  and  fo  far  from  difcovering  the 
cheat,  that  even  Julio  Romano,  who  had  been  Raphael's 
fcholar,  and-had  drawn  the  drapery  of  that  piece  under  him, 
took  the  copy  for  the  original.  ''•  JVhat^  faid  he  to  Vafari 
"  fome  years  after,  dont  I  fee  the  Jlrokes^  that  I  Jiruck  with 
''  my  own  hand  F  But  Vafari  aflTured  him,  that  he  faw  del 
Sarto  copy  it ;  and  to  convince  him  further,  fhewed  him  his 
private  mark. 

Del  Sarto  had  many  difciples,  who  became  eminent  in  their 
profeffion,  as  Salviati,  Vafari,  &c. 

S  A  V  A  R  Y  (  James  )  an  eminent  French  writer  upon 
the  fubjecSt  of  trade,  was  born  at  Doue  in  Anjou,  the  22d  of 
September  1622,  He  was  fent  to  Paris,  and  put  apprentice 
to  a  merchant :  and  carried  on  trade  till  1658,  when  he  left  ofF  torn.  IX. 
the  pra<51:ice,  to  apply  with  more  attention  to  the  theory.  It 
is  faid  indeed,  that  he  had  acquired  a  very  competent  fortune : 
but,  as  things  afterwards  happened,  it  does  not  feem  to  have 
been  fufficient  for  his  demands.  He  was  married  in  1650  ; 
and  in  1667,  when  the  king  decUred  a  purpofe  of  afligning 
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privileges  and  penfions  to  fuch  of  his  rubjc<Sls,  as  had  twelve 
children  alive,  Mr.  Savary  viras  not  fo  rich,  but  he  put  in  his 
plea.  He  vtras  afterwards  admitted  of  the  council,  for  the 
reformation  of  commerce  ;  and  the  orders  which  pafTed  in 
1670,  were  drawn  up  from  his  inftru6tions  and  advices.  He 
was  preiTed  by  the  commiflioners  to  digeft  his  principles  into  a 
volume,  and  to  give  it  the  public  :  which  he  afterwards  did  at 
Paris  in  1675,  4to.  under  the  title  of,  Le  Parfait  Negociant, 
ou,  Inftru6lion  generale  pour  ce  qui  regarde  le  Commerce  des 
Merchandifesde  France  &  des  Pays  Etrangers.  The  feventh 
edition  of  this  work,  which  was  every  time  improved  and  aug- 
mented by  the  author,  was  printed  at  Paris  1713,  4to.  and  an 
eighth,  with  further  corre<5lions  and  additions  by  his  fon  Phi- 
lemon Lewis  Savary,  was  publifhed  in  1721.  It  has  been 
tranflated  into  almoft  all  European  languages.  In  1688,  he 
publiihed,  Avis  &  Counfeils  fur  les  plus  importantes  matieres 
du  Commerce,  in  4to.  which  has  been  confidered  as  a  fecond 
volume  to  the  former  work,  and  been  often  reprinted.  Mr. 
Savary  died  the  12th  of  October  1690  ;  and,  out  of  feventeen 
children  which  he  had  had  by  one  wife,  left  eleven. 

Two  of  the  fons,  James  and  Philemon  Lewis,  became  af- 
terwards famoiK  in  their  father's  way^  James  Savary  not  only 
labored  to  augment  and  perfcft  his  father's  works,  but  alfo 
undertook  a  very  great  one  of  his  own.  He  was  put  upon 
this  by  his  fituation  and  employment :  for,  being  chofen  in 
1686  infpector  general  of  the  manufa£^ures  at  the  cuftom- 
houfe  of  Paris,  he  had  a  mind  to  take  an  account  of  all  the 
feveral  forts  of  merchandise  that  pafTed  through  it ;  and  to  do 
this  the  more  eafily,  ranged  in  alphabetical  order  all  the  words 
relating  to  man ufadl ares  and  commerce,  as  faft  as  he  under- 
ifood  them.  Then  he  gave  fome  definitions  and  explications, 
and  called  his  colledion  Maniiej  Mercantile  ;  yet  without  any 
thoughrs  of  publiihing  it,  but  only  for  his  own  private  ufe. 
In  this  Hate  his  work  was,  when  the  maglftrates,  whom  the 
king  had  chofen  to  prefide  over  the  council  of  commerce, 
came  to  hear  of  it  :  they  commended  the  plan,  and  earneflly 
exhorted  him  to  enlarge  and  perfeil  it.  He  complied  :  but 
not  having  leifure  enough  to  do  it  of  himfelf,  by  reafon  of  his 
employ,  he  took  his  brother  Philemon  Lewis,  although  a  ca- 
non of  the  royal  church  of  St.  Maur,  into  partnerfliip  with 
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him  ;  and  they  labored  jointly  at  the  work.  James  after  two 
or  three  y^ars  illnefs,  died  in  1 716,  leaving  it  unfinifhed  :  but 
Philemon  Lewis  brought  it  to  a  conclulion,  and  publifhed  it 
at  Paris  in  1723,  under  this  title,  Di£^ionnaire  Univerfel  du 
Commerce  :  in  two  volumes  folio. 

The  fame  Philemon  Lewis,  animated  by  the  favorable  re- 
ception given  publicly  to  this  work,  fpent  three  other  years  In 
making  it  more  compleat  and  perfect;  and  finifhed  a  third 
volume,  by  way  of  fupplement  to  the  two  former,  which  ap- 
peared at  the  end  of  1729.  This  was  after  his  death,  which 
happened  in  September  1727.  This  Dictionary  upon  Com- 
merce has  been  univerfally  fpoken  of  as  a  very  excellent  work. 
A  fine  edition  of  this  book  was  printed  in  Paris,  3  vol.  folio, 
in  1748. 

S  AVILE  (  Sir  Henry  )  a  moft  learned  Engliftiman, 
was  defcended  from  a  gentleman's  family,  and  born  at  Brad- 
ley near  Halifax  in  Yorkfhire,  the  30th  of  November  1549. 
He  was  entered  of  Merton  college  in  Oxford  in  1561,  where 
he  took  the  degrees  in  arts  and  was  chofen  fellow.  When  he  wood's  A- 
proceeded  mafter  of  arts  in  1570,  he  read  for  that  degree  on  then.  Oxoiu 
the  Almageft  of  Ptolemy,  which  procured  him^lhe  reputation  ^°  '* 
of  a  man,  wonderfully  (killed  in  mathematics  and  the  Greek 
language  :  in  the  former  of  which,  he  voluntarily  read  a  pub- 
lic ledlure  in  the  univerfity  for  fome  time.  In  1578,  he  tra- 
velled into  France  and  other  countries  j  where  diligently  im- 
proving himfelf  in  all  ufcful  learning,  in  languages,  and  the 
knowledge  of  the  world,  he  became  a  moft  accomplilhed  gen- 
tleman. At  his  return,  he  was  made  tutor  in  the  Greek 
tongue  to  queen  Elizabeth,  who  had  a  great  efteem  and  like- 
ing  for  him.  In  1585,  he  was  made  warden  of  Merton  col- 
lege, which  he  governed  fix  and  thirty  years  with  great 
honor,  and  improved  by  all  the  means  he  could  with  riches 
and  good  letters.  In  1596,  he  was  chofen  provoft  of  Eton 
college  ;  which  fociety  he  made  it  his  bufinefs  to  fill  with  the 
moft  confiderable  and  learned  men,  among  whom  was  the  jver 
memorable  John  Hales.  King  James  I,  upon  his  acccffion 
to  thecrown  of  England,  expreficd  a  particular  regard  for  him, 
and  would  have  preferred  him  either  in  church  or  ftate  ;  but 
Sir  Henry  declined  it,  and  only  accepted  the  honor  of  knight- 
hood 
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hood  from  his  majefty  at  Windfor  in  1604.  His  only  Ton  dy- 
ing about  that  time,  he  devoted  his  fortune  thenceforth  to  the 
promoting  of  learning. 

In  1619,  he  founded  two  le(5lures  or  profeflbrfhips,  one  in 
geometry,  the  other  in  aftronomy,  in  the  univerfity  of  Ox- 
ford :  which  he  endowed  with  a  falary  of  160I.  a  year  each, 
befides  a  legacy  of  600I.  for  purchafmg  more  lands  for  the 
fame  ufe.  He  alfo  furnifhed  a  library  with  mathematical  books 
near  the  mathematical  fchool  for  the  ufe  of  his  profefTors  ; 
and  gave  lool.  to  the  mathematical  cheft  of  his  own  appointing: 
adding  afterwards  a  legacy  of  40I.  a  year  to  the  famechell,  to  the 
univerfity,  and  to  his  profeiTors  jointly.  He  likewife  gave  120I. 
towards  the  new-building  of  the  fchools  ;  feveral  rare  manu- 
fcripts  and  printed  books  to  the  Bodleian  Library  ;  and  a  good 
quantity  of  Geek  types  to  the  printing  prefs  at  Oxford.  This 
great  and  extraordinary  man  died  at  Eton  college  the  19th  of 
Febuary  162 1-2,  and  was  buried  in  the  chapel  there.  The 
univerfity  of  Oxford  paid  him  the  greateft  honors  pofTible,  by 
having  a  public  fpeech  and  verfes  made  in  his  praife,  which 
were  publifhed  foon  after  in  4to.  under  the  title  of  Ultima  Li- 
nea  Savilii.  As  to  his  charader,  the  higheil  encomiums  are 
beftowed  on  him  by  all  the  learned  of  his  time  :  by  Ifaac  Ca- 
faubon,  Mercerus,  Marcus  Meibomius,  Jofeph  Scaliger,  and 
efpecially  the  learned  bifhop  Montagu ;  who,  in  his  Diatribae 
upon  Selden's  Hiftory  of  Tythes,  ftiles  him  "  that  magazine 
^'  of  learning,  whofe  memory  fhall  be  honorable  amongft  not 
♦*  only  the  learned,  but  the  righteous  for  ever." 

We  have  already  mentioned  feveral  noble  inftances  of  Sir 
Henry  Savile's  munificence  to  the  republic  of  letters  :  in  the 
account  of  his  publications  many  more,  and  even  greater,  will 
appear.  In  15 81,  he  obliged  the  world  with  an  Englifh  ver- 
fion  of,  I.  "Four  Books  of  the  Hiftories  of  Cornelius  Taci- 
♦«  tus,  and  the  Life  of  Agricola  :  with  notes  upon  them," 
folio.  Dedicated  to  queen  Elizabeth.  The  notes  upon  this 
work  were  tranflated  into  Latin  by  Ifaac  Gruter,  and  pub- 
lifhed at  Amflerdam  1649,  in  i2mo.  to  which  Mr.  Gruter 
fubjoined  a  treatife  of  our  author,  publifhed  in  1598  under 
this  title,  2.  A  View  of  certain  Military  Matters,  or  Com- 
<«  mentaries  concerning  Roman  Warfare  :"  which  treatife, 
foon  after  its  firft  appearance,  had  been  tranflated  into  Latin 

by 
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by  ?vlarquardus  Freherus,  and  printed  at  Pleldelberg  in  1601. 
In  1596,  he  publifhed  a  colIe6i:ion  of  the  beft  ancient  writers 
of  OUT  Englifli  Hiftory,  inritled,  3.  Rerum  Anglicarum  Scrip- 
tores  poft  Bedam  praecipui,  ex  vetuftidimis  Codicibus  nunc 
primum  in  lucem  editi :  To  which  he  added  chronological 
tables  at  the  end,  from  Julius  Caefar  to  the  coming  in  of 
William  the  Conqueror.  4.  He  undertook  and  finifhed  a  fine 
edition  of  St.  Chryfoftom's  Works  in  Greek,  printed  A.  D. 
i6j  3,  in  eight  volumes  folio.  In  the  preface,  he  fays,  that 
having  himfelfvifited,  about  twelve  years  before,  all  the  pub- 
lick  and  private  libraries  in  Britain  ;  and  copied  out  from 
thence,  whatever  he  thought  ufeful  to  his  defign  :  He  thea 
fent  fome  learned  men  into  France,  Germany,  Italy,  and  the 
Eaft  J  to  tranfcrlbe  fuch  parts  as  he  had  not  already,  and  to 
collate  the  others  with  the  beft  manufcripts.  At  the  fame 
time,,,  he  makes  his  acknowledgments  to  feveral  great  men 
for  their  affiftance  ;  as  Thuanus,  Velferus,  Andraeas  Schottus, 
Ifaac  Cafaubon,  Fronto  Ducseus,  Janus  Gruterus,  David 
Hoefchelius,  5cc.  In  the  eighth  volume  are  inferted  Sir  Hen- 
ry Savile's  own  notes,  with  thofe  of  other  learned  men.  The 
whole  charge  of  this  edition,  including  the  feveral  fums  paid  to 
learned  men,  at  home  and  abroad,  employed  in  finding  out, 
tranfcribing,  and  collating  the  beft  manufcripts,  is  faid  to  have 
amounted  to  no  lefs  than  Soool.  but,  as  foon  as  it  was  finilhed, 
the  bifliops  and  clergy  of  France  employed  Fronto  Ducaeus, 
who  was  a  le'arned  jefuit,  to  reprint  it  at  Paris  with  a  Latin 
tranflation.  This  edition  appeared  in  1621,  and  the  following 
years,  in  ten  volumes  folio;  and  a  finer  edition  hath  been 
fince  put  out  by  Father  Montfaucon  and  the  Benediitins,  at 
Paris  17 1 8,  in  thirteen  volumes  folio.  In  16 18,  he  publifhed 
a  Latin  work,  written  by  Thomas  Bradwardin,  archbiftiop  of  Art. 
Canterbury,  againft  Pelagius,  intitled,  5.  De  caufa  Dei  con-  SOSTOM, 
tra  Pelagium,  &  de  virtute  caufarum  :  to  which  he  prefixed 
the  Life  of  Brad wai din.  In  1621,  he  publifhed  a  colledion 
of  his  own  mathematical  lectures,  6.  Praeleftlones  Tredecim 
in  principium  Elementorum  Euclidls  Oxonias  habltae,  4to. 
7.  Oratio  coram  Elizabetha  Regina  Oxonlae  habita,  anno 
1592,  Oxon  1,658,  4to.  Publiflied  by  Dr.  Barlow  from  the 
original  in  the  Bodleian  Library.  8.  He  tranflated  into 
Latin  King  James*s  '<  Apology  for  the  Oath  of  Allegiance.'* 
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He  left  feveral  manufcripts  behind  hiin,  written  at  the  com- 
mand of  king  James  ;  all  which  are  in  the  Bodleian  Library. 
He  wrote  notes  likewife  upon  the  margin  of  many  books  in  his 
library,  particularly  of  Eufebius's  Ecclcfiaftical  Hiftory  ;  which 
were  afterwards  ufed,  and  thankfully  acknowledged  by  Vale- 
fiUs,  in  his  edition  of  that  work  in  1659.  There  are  four  of 
his  letters  to  Camden,  publiftied  by  Dr.  Thomas  Smith  a- 
mong  *'  Camden's  Letters,"  printed  1691,  in  4to. 

Sir  Henry  Savile  had  a  younger  brother  Thomas  Savile, 
who  was  admitted  probatiorter  fellow  of  Merton  college  Ox- 
ford in  1580  i  afterwards  travelled  abroad  into  feveral  coun- 
tries ;  upon  his  return,  was  chofen  fellow  of  Eton  college ;  and 
died  at  London  the  12th  of  January  1592-3.  This  gentle- 
man was  a  man  of  great  learning,  and  an  intimate  friend  of 
Camden  ;  among  whofe  letters,  juft  mentioned,  there  are  fif- 
teen of  Mr.  Savile's  to  him. 
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SAUNDERSON  (Dr.  Nicholas)  an  illuflrlous 
profcfifor  of  the  mathematics  in  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge, 
and  fellow  of  the  royal  fociety,  was  born  in  January  1682,  at 
Thurifton  near  Pennifton  in  Yorkftiire  ;  where  his  father,  be- 
fides  a  fmall  eftate,  enjoyed  a  place  in  the  Excife.  When  he 
was  twelve  months  old,  he  was  deprived  by  the  fmall  pox,  not 
only  of  his  fight,  but  of  his  eyes  alfo  ;  for  they  came  away  in 
abfcefs  :  fo  that  he  retained  no  more  idea  of  light  and  colours, 
than  if  he  had  been  born  blind*  He  was  fent  early  to  the 
free-fchool  at  Pennifton,  and  there  laid  the  foundation  of  that 
knowledge  of  the  Greek  and  Roman  languages ;  which  he  af- 
terwards improved  fo  far  by  his  own  application  to  the  claf- 
fie  authors,  as  to  hear  the  works  of  Euclid,  Archimedes,  and 
Diophontus,  read  in  their  original  Greek.  As  foon  as  he  had 
gone  through  the  bufinefs  of  the  grammar-fchool,  his  father, 
whofe  occupation  led  him  to  be  converfant  in  numbers,  began 
to  inftru£l:  him  in  the  common  rules  of  arithmetic.  Here  it 
was  that  his^  genius  firft  appeared  :  he  foon  became  able  to 
work  the  common  queftions,  to  make  long  calculations  by  the 
ftrength  of  his  memory,  and  to  form  new  rules  to  himfelf  for 
the  more  ready  folving  of  fuch  problems,  as  are  often  propofed 
to  learners,  more  with  a  delign  to  perplex  than  to  inftru(^. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  was  introduced  to  the  acquaintance? 

of 
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of  Richard  Weft  of  Underbank,  Efq;  a  gentleman  of  fortune 
and  a  lover  of  the  mathematics  :  who,  obferving  Mr.  Saun- 
derfon's  uncommon  capacity,  took  the  pains  to  inftru6l  him 
in  the  principles  of  algebra  and  geometry,  and  gave  him  every 
encouragement  in  his  power  to  the  profecution  of  thefe  ftudies. 
Soon  after,  he  grew  acquainted  with  Dr.  Nettleton,  who 
took  the  fame  pains  with  him  ;  and  it  was  to  thefe  gentlemen, 
that  Mr.  Saunderfort  owed  his  firft  inftitution  in  the  mathe- 
matical fciences.  They  furnifhed  him  with  books,  and  often 
read  and  expounded  them  to  him  ;  but  he  foon  furpafled 
his  mafters,  and  became  fitter  to  teach,  than  learn  any  thing 
from  them. 

Our  author's  paflion  for  learning  growing  with  him,  his  fa- 
ther encouraged  it;  and  fent  him  to  a  private  academy  at 
AtterclIfF  near  Sheffield.  Logic  and  metaphyfics,  it  feems, 
made  up  the  principal  learning  of  this  fchool  :  the  former  be- 
ing chiefly  the  art  of  difputing  in  mood  and  figure,  a  dry  ftudy, 
converfant  only  in  words,  the  latter  dealing  in  fuch  abftr3(^l: 
ideas,  as  have  not  the  obJecl:s  of  fenfe  for  their  foundation, 
were  neither  of  them  agreeable  to  the  genius  of  our  author  ; 
and  therefore  he  made  but  a  fhort  Ifay  here.  He  remained 
Ibmetime  after  in  the  country,  profecuting  his  ftudies  in  his 
own  way,  without  either  guide  or  aftiftant :  indeed  he  needed 
no  other  than  a  good  author,  and  fome  perfon  that  could  read 
it  to  him  ;  being  able  by  the  ftrength  of  his  own  abilities  to 
furmount  all  difficulties  that  might  occur.  His  education  had 
hitherto  been  carried  on  at  the  expence  of  his  father,  wha 
having  a  numerous  family  grew  uneafy  under  the  burden  :  his 
friends  therefore  began  to  think  of  fixing  him  in  fome  way  of 
bufinefs,  by  which  he  might  fupport  himfelf.  His  own  incli- 
nation led  him  ftrongly  to  Cambridge  j  but  the  expence  of  an 
education  there,  was  a  difficulty  not  to  be  got  over.  At  laft, 
it  was  refolved  he  ftiould  try  his  fortune  there,  bi^t  in  a  way 
very  uncommon  ;  not  as  a  fcholar  but  a  matter  :  fur  his  friends 
obferving  in  him  a  peculiar  felicity  in  conveying  his  ideas  to 
others,  hoped  that  he  might  teach  the  mathematics  with  credit 
and  advantage,  even  in  the  univerfity ;  or  if  this  defign  fhould 
mifcarry,  they  promifed  themfelves  fuccefs  in  opening  a  fchool 
for  him  in  London. 

Accordingly 
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Accordingly  in  the  year  1707,  being  now  twenty-five  years 
of  age,  he  was  brought  to  Cambridge  by  Mr.  Joihua  Dunn, 
then  a  fellow-commoner  of  Chrift-College  ;  where  he  refided 
witb  his  friend,  but  was  not  admitted  a  member  of  the  college. 
The  fociety  were  much  pleafed  with  fo  extraordinary  a  gueft, 
allotted  him  a  chamber,  the  ufe  of  their  library,  and  indulo-ed 
him  in  every  privilege,  that  could  be  of  advantage  to  bim. 
But  many  difficulties  obftrudled  his  defign  :  he  was  placed  here 
without  friendsi,  without  fortune,  a  young  man  untaught  him- 
felf,  to  be  a  teacher  of  philofophy  in  an  unlverfity,  where  it 
then  reigned  in  the  greateft  perfedion.  Mr.  Whifton  was  at 
tbis  tinie  in  the  mathematical  profefTor's  chair,  and  read  lec- 
tures in  the  manner  propofed  by  Mr.  Saunderfon  ;  fo  that  an 
attempt  of  this  kind  looked  like  an  encroachment  on  the 
privileges  of  his  office  :  but,  as  a  good-natured  man  and  an  en- 
courager  of  learning,  he  readily  confented  to  the  application  of 
friends,  made  in  behalf  of  fo  uncommon  a  perfon.  Mr.  Dunn 
had  been  very  affiduous  in  making  known  hischara6^er  ;  his 
fame  in  a  {hort  time  had  filled  the  univerfity  ;  men  of  learninor 
and  curiofity  grew  ambitious  and  fond  of  his  acquaintance  ;  fo 
that  his  le£ture,  as  foon  as  opened,  was  frequented  by  many, 
and  in  a  (hort  time  very  much  crowded.  The  Principia  Ma- 
thematica.  Optics,  and  Arithmetica  Univerfalis  of.Sir  Ifaac 
Newton  v/ere  the  foundation  of  his  ledlure  ;  and  they  afforded 
a  noble  field  to  difplay  his  genius  in.  It  will  be  matter  of 
furprife  to  many,  that  our  author  fhould  read  le6tures  in  op- 
tics, difcourfe  on  the  nature  of  light  and  colours,  explain  the 
theory  of  vifion,  the  effect  of  glaffes,  the  phaenomena  of  the 
rainbow,  and  other  objects  of  fight :  but  if  we  confider,  that 
this  fcience  is  altogether  to  be  explained  by  lines,  and  is  fub- 
je(5i:  to  the  rules  of  geometry,  it  wi|l  be  eafy  to  conceive, 
that  he  might  be  a  mafter  of  thefe  fubje(5ts. 

As  Mr.  Saunderfon  was  inffrucling  the  academical  youth 
in  the  principles  of  the  Newtonian  philofophy,  it  was  not 
long  before  he  became  acquainted  with  the  incomparable  au- 
thor, although  he  had  left  the  univerfity  feveral  years  -,  and 
enjoyed  his  frequent  converfation  concerning  the  more  diffi- 
cult parts  of  his  works.  He  lived  in  friendfhip  alfo  with  the 
nvjft  eminent  mathematicians  of  the  age;  with  Halley,  Cotes, 
De  Moivre,  &c.     Upon  the  removal  of  Mr.  Whifton  from 

his 
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his  profeflbrfhip,  Mr.  Saunderfon's  mathematical  merit  was 
univerfally  allowed  fo  much  fuperior  to  that  of  any  competi- 
tor, that  an  extraordinary  ftep  was  taken  in  his  favor,  to  qua- 
lify him  with  a  degree,  which  the  ftatutes  require.  Upon 
application  made  by  the  heads  of  colleges  to  the  duke  of  So- 
merfet  their  chancellor,  a  mandate  was  readily  granted  by  the 
queen,  for  conferring  on  him  the  degree  of  matter  of  arts  : 
upon  which  he  was  chofen  Lucafian  profeflcjr  of  the  mathema- 
tics in  November  171 1,  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  all  the  while  inte- 
refting  himfelf  very  much  in  the  affair.  His  firft  performance, 
after  he  was  feated  in  the  chair,  was  an  inauguration  fpeech 
made  in  very  elegant  Latin,  and  a  ftyle  truly  Ciceronian  ;  for 
he  was  well  verfed  in  the  writings  of  Tully,  who  was  his  fa- 
vorite in  profe,  as  Virgil  and  Horace  were  in  verfe.  From 
this  time  he  applied  himfelf  clofely  to  the  reading  of  le£tures, 
and  gave  up  his  whole  time  to  his  pupils.  He  continued  a- 
mong  the  gentlemen  of  Chfift's  college,  till  the  year  1723; 
when  he  took  a  houfe  in  Cambridge,  and  foon  after  married 
a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dickons,  re<fior  of  Boxworth  in 
Cambridgefhire  ;  by  whom  he  had  a  fon  and  a  daughter.  In 
the  year  1728,  when  king  George  II  honoured  the  univerfity 
with  a  vifit,  he  was  pleafed  to  fignify  his  defire  of  feeing  fo 
remarkable  a  perfon  ;  and  accordingly  our  profeffor  waited 
Upon  his  majefty  in  the  fenate-houfe,  and  was  there  created 
doctor  of  laws  by  royal  favor. 

Dr.  Saunderfon  was  naturally  of  a  ftrong  healthy  conftitu- 
tion  ;  but  being  too  fedentary,  and  conftantly  confining  him- 
felf to  the  houfe,  he  became  at  length  a  valetudinarian  of  a 
very  fcorbutic  habit.  For  fome  years  he  frequently  com- 
plained of  a  numbnefs  in  his  limbs,  which  in  the  fpring  of  the 
year  1739,  ended  in  a  mortification  of  his  foot ;  when  his 
blood  being  in  a  very  ill  flate,  no  art  or  medicines  were  able 
to  ftop  its  progrefs.  He  died  the  19th  of  April,  in  the  57th 
year  of  his  age ;  and  lies  buried  according  to  his  requeft  in  the 
chancel  at  Boxworth.  He  was  a  man  rather  to  be  admired 
than  loved.  He  had  much  wit  and  vivacity  in  converfation, 
fo  that  none  could  be  a  better  companion.  He  had  alfo  a 
great  regard  to  truth,  and  was  one  of  thofe  fincere  men,  who 
think  it  their  duty  to  fpeak  it  at  all  times  :  and  therefore  his  fen- 
timents  on  men  and  opinions,   his  praifes  or  cenfures,  his 
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frienddiip  or  difregard,  were  exprefled  without  partiality  ot 
referve  :  which,  as  inuft  eafily  be  imagined,  would  raife  him 
up  many  enemies,  and  expofe  him  to  many  animofities.  He 
received  the  notice  of  his  approaching  death  with  great  calm- 
nefs  and  ferenity ;  and  after  a  fliort  filence,  refuming  life  and 
fpirit,  talked  with  as  much  compofure  as  ufual.  He  was  not 
fuppofed  to  entertain  any  great  notion  of  revealed  religion, 
yet,  we  are  told,  appointed  to  receive  the  facrament  the 
evening  before  his  death  ;  which  a  delirium  that  never  went 
ofF  prevented  him  from  doing. 

A  blind  man,  moving  in  the  fphere  of  a  mathematician, 
feems  a  phaenomenon  difficult  to  be  accounted  for ;  and  has 
excited  the  admiration  of  every  age,  in  which  it  has  ap- 
peared. Tully  mentions  it  as  a  thing  fcarce  credible  in 
his  own  mafter  in  philofophy  Diodotus,  that  '*  he  exerci- 
''  fed  himfelf  therein  with  more  aflidulty,  after  he  became 
*'  blind  :  and  what  he  thought  next  to  impoffible  to  be  done 
*'  without  fight,  that  he  profefTed  geometry  ;  defcribing  his 
**  diagrams  (o  exprefsly  to  his  fcholars,  that  they  could  draw 
"  every  line  in  its  proper  direction."  St.  Jerom  relates  a 
mere  remarkable  Inftance  in  Didymus  of  Alexandria,  who, 
"  though  Hind  from  his  infancy,  and  therefore  ignorant  of 
*<  the  very  letters,  appeared  fo  great  a  miracle  to  the  world, 
'*  as  not  to  learn  logic,  but  geometry  alfo  to  perfe<Siion  ; 
"  which  feems  the  moft  of  any  thing  to  require  the  help  of 
'*  fight.'*  But,  if  we  confider  that  the  ideas  of  extended 
quantity,  which  are  the  chief  objeds  of  mathematics,  may 
as  well  be  acquired  from  the  fenfe  of  feeling,  as  that  of 
fight ;  that  a  fixed  and  ileady  attention  is  the  principal  quali- 
fication for  this  ftudy  ;  and  that  the  blind  are  by  neceifity 
more  abftraded  than  others,  for  which  reafon  Democritus  is 
faid  to  have  put  out  his  eyes,  that  he  might  think  more  in- 
tenfely  ;  we  fhall  perhaps  find  reafon  to  fuppofa,  that  there  is 
no  other  branch  of  fcience  more  adapted  to  their  circum*^ 
ftances. 

It  was  by  the  fenfe  of  feeling,  that  Saunderfon  acquired 
moft  of  his  Ideas  at  firft ;  and  this  he  ehjoyed  in  great  acute- 
nefs  and  perfection,  as  it  ccwnmonly  happens  to  the  blind, 
whether  by  the  gift  of  nature,  or,  as  is  more  probable,  by  the 
neceifity  of.  application.     Yet  he   could  not,  as  fome  have 
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imagined,  and  as  Mr.  Boyle  was  made  to  believe  of  a  blind 
man  at  Maeftricht,  diftinguifh  colours  by  that  (enfe  ;  and 
having  made  repeated  trials,  he  uCed  to  fay,  it  was  pretend- 
ing to  impoffibiiities.  But  he  could  with  great  nicety  and  ex- 
a^tnefs  difcern  the  Icaft  difTerence  of  rough  and  fmooth  in  a 
furface,  or  the  leaft  defecSl  of  pollfli.  Thus  he  diftinguiihed 
in  a  fet  of  Roman  medals  the  genuine  from  the  falfc,  though 
they  had  been  counterfeited  with  fuch  exaftnefs,  as  to  deceive, 
a  connoifieur,  who  had  judged  by  the  eye.  His  fenfe  of  feel- 
ing was  very  accurate  alfo  in  diftinguii'hing  the  lead  variatioa 
in  the  atmofphere :  and  he  has  been  feen  in  a  garden,  when 
obfervations  have  been  making  on  the  fun,  to  take  notice  of 
every  cloud,  that  interrupted  the  obfervaiion,  almoft  as  juftly 
as  they  who  could  fee  it.  He  could  tell  when  any  thing  was 
held  near  his  face,  or  when  he  palFed  by  a  tree  at  no  great  dif- 
tance,  provided  there  was  a  calm  air,  and  little  or  no  wind  : 
thefe  he  did  by  the  different  pulfe  of  the  air  upon  his  face. 

An  cx'd6k  and  refined  ear  is  what  fuch  are  commonly  blelTed, 
with,  who  are  depr.ved  of  their  eyes  :  our  profefTor  was  per- 
haps inferior  to  none  in  the  excellence  of  his.  He  could 
readily  diftinguifh  to  the  fifth  part  of  a  note  ;  and  by  his  per- 
formance on  the  flute,  which  he  had  learned  as  an  amufe- 
ment  in  his  younger  years,  difcovered  fuch  a  genius  for  mu- 
fic,  as  if  he  had  cultivated  the  art,  would  have  probably  ap- 
peared as  wonderful  as  his  fkill  in  the  mathematics.  By  hla 
quicknefs  in  this  fenfe  he  not  only  diffinguifhed  perfons,  with 
whom  he  had  evc^once  converfed,  fojong,  as  to  fix  in  his  me- 
mory the  found  of  their  voice,  but  in  fomc  meafure  places 
alfo.  He  could  judge  of  the  fize  of  a  room,  into  which  he 
was  introduced,  of  the  diflance  he  was  from  the  wall  j  and 
if  ever  he  had  walked  over  a  pavement  in  courts,  piazzas.  Sic, 
which  reflected  a  found,  and  was  afterwards  conducted 
thither  again,'  he  could  exa«^ly  tell  whereabouts  in  the  walk 
he  was  placed,  mefr^y  by  the  note  it  f<junded. 

There  was  fcarce  any  part  of  the  mathematics,  on  which 
he  had  not  wrote  fomething-for  the  ufe  cf  his  pupils  :  but  he 
difcovered  no  intention  of'  publifiiing  any  of  his  works,  till 
the  year  1733.  Then  his  friends,  alarmed  by  a  violent  fe- 
ver that  had  ^threatened  his  life,  and  unwilling  that  his  la- 
bours fhould  be  loil  to  the  world,  importuned  him  to  fpare 
'•V01..X,  T'  fomc 
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fome  time  from  his  le<5tures,  and  to  employ  it  in  finifliing 
fome  of  his  works  ;  which  he  might  leave  behind  him,  as  a 
valuable  legacy  both  to  his  family  and  the  public.  He  yield- 
ed fo  far  to  thefe  intreaties,  as  to  compofe  in  a  fhort  time 
his  "  Elements  of  Algebra  ;**  which  he  left  perfect,  and 
tranfcribed  fair  for  the  prefs.  It  was  publifhed  by  fubfcrip- 
tion  at  Cambridge  1740,  in  two  volumes  4to;  with  a  good 
mezzotinto  print  of  the  author,  and  an  account  of  his  life  and 
charader,  prefixed. 

It  would  be  wrong  to  conclude  this  account  of  Saunderfon, 
without  mentioning  the  profound  veneration  he  had  for  Sir 
Ifaac  Newton.  If  he  ever  differed  in  fentiment  from  any 
thing  in  Sir  Ifaac's  mathematical  and  philofophical  writings, 
upon  more  mature  confideration,  he  faid,  he  always  found 
the  mlftake  to  be  his  own.  The  more  he  read  his  works, 
and  obferved  upon  nature,  the  more  reafon  he  found  to  ad- 
mire the  juftnefs  and  care,  as  well  as  happinefs  of  expreffion, 
of  that  incomparable  philofopher.  He  has  left  fome  valuable 
comments  on  his  Principia,  which  not  only  explain  the  more 
difficult  parts,  but  often  improve  upon  the  doctrines ;  and, 
though  far  fhort  in  their  prefent  flate  of  what  he  would  him- 
felf  have  publifhed  on  the  fubjeft,  yet  they  might  be  no  un- 
acceptable prefent  to  the  public. 

SAVONAROLA  (Jerom)  a  famous  Italian  monk, 
was  defcended  from  a  family  at  Padua,  and  born  at  Ferrara 
in  1452.  He  became  a  Dominican  friar  at  Bologna,  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  his  parents,  in  1474 ;  and  foon  grew 
famous  for  great  piety  and  learning.  His  fuperiors  employed 
him  in  teaching  phyfics  and  metaphyfics ;  but,  having  dif- 
charged  that  employment  fome  years,  he  grew  weary  of 
thofe  vain  fubtilties,  and  applied  himfelf  entirely  to  the 
reading  pious  books,  and  efpeciaily  the  holy  fcriptures.  He 
was  employed  in  preaching  and  confeffions,  which  he  did 
with  great  afTiduity.  He  was  fent  for  to  Florence  in  1492, 
to  prepare  Laurence  de  Medicis  for  death.  He  diflinguifh- 
ed  himfelf  here  in  an  extraordinary  manner  by  the  auflerity 
of  his  life,  and  by  the  fervency  of  his  preaching  :  by  which 
he  gained  fo  prodigious  a  reputation  and  afccndency  in  the 
city  of  Florence,  that  he  governed  it  fome  years,  as  if  he 
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had  been  its  foverelgn.  He  pretended  to  divine  revelations, 
and  many  from  thence  concluded  him  to  be  an  impoftor  and 
wicked  TartufFe :  but  this  is  no  proof,  many  a  madman  be- 
fides  Savonarola  having  really  and  fmcerely  believed  himfelf 
to  have  been  infpired  from  above.  It  is  certain,  that  he  did 
not  abound  in  the  w^ifdom  of  this  world,  if  this  wifdom  con- 
fifts  in  a  regard  for  our  own  well-being  ;  for  he  did,  what  no 
man  could  do  and  be  fafe.  In  fhort,  he  preached  with  great 
zeal  and  eloquence,  even  in  Italy,  againft  the  corruptions 
of  the  court  of  Rome,  and  particularly  againft  the  flagitious 
life  and  practices  of  pope  Alexander  VI :  who,  not  being  able 
to  filence  him,  condemned  him  to  be  hanged  and  burned  in 
1498,  which  punifhment  he  buffered  with  the  greateft  con- 
ftancy  and  devotion. 

He  wrote  a  prodigious  number  of  books,  to  promote  mo- 
rality and  piety.  He  is  a  proper  example  to  prove  the  great 
power  of  religious  appearance  over  the  multitude  :  for  the  ef- 
fe<St  would  have  been  juft  the  fame  upon  the  people  of  Flo- 
rence, if  Savonarola  had  been  a  Tartuffe  or  impoftor  ;  which 
however,  notwithftanding  the  difputes  about  it,  there  is  no 
fufficient  reafon  to  fuppole.  John  Francis  Picus,  earl  of  Mi- 
randula,  has  written  his  life. 


NIceron, 


S  A  U  V  E  U  R  (Joseph)  an  eminent  French  mathema- 
tician, was  born  at  La  Fleche  the  24th  of  March  1653.  He 
was  abfolutely  dumb,  till  he  was  (even  years  of  age  ;  and  tomTlV. 
then  the  organs  of  fpeech  did  not  difengage  themfelves  fo  ef- 
fedlually,  but  that  he  was  ever  after  obliged  to  fpeak  very 
flowly  and  deliberately.  From  his  infancy  he  difcovered  a 
turn  for  mechanics  ;  and  was  always  inventing  and  conftrudt- 
ing  fome  little  thing  or  other  in  that  way.  He  was  fent  to 
the  college  of  the  Jefuits  to  learn  polite  licerature,  but  made 
very  little  progrefs  in  poetry  and  eloquence  :  Virgil  and  Ci- 
cero had  no  charms  for  him ; .  but  he  read  with  greedinefs 
books  of  arithmetic.  He  went  to  Paris  in  1670;  and  be- 
ing intended  for  the  church,  applied  to  philofophy  and  theo- 
logy, but  fucceeded  no  better.  In  fliort,  mathematics  was 
the  only  ftudy  he  had  any  paffion  or  relifli  for,  and  this  he 
cultivated  with  extraordinary  fuccefs :  for,  during  his  courfe 
of  philofophy,  he  learned  the  fix  ftrft  books  of  Euclid,   in 
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the  compafs  of  one  month,  without  a  mafter.  As  he  had 
an  impediment  in  his  voice,  he  was  prevailed  on  by  Boiluet, 
at  that  time  bifliop  of  Condom,  to  apply  himfelf  to  phyfic  : 
but  this  was  utterly  againft  the  inclination  of  an  uncle,  from 
whom  he  drew  all  his  refources,  who  was  ftron2;!y  fet  upon 
his  being  a  divine.  At  length,  purfuing  his  favorite  fcience, 
he  rcfolved  to  teach  it  for  his  fupport ;  and  fo  foon  became 
the  mathematician  a  la  mode,  that  at  twenty  years  of  age  he 
had  prince  Eugene  for  his  fcholar.  He  had  not  yet  read  the 
geom.etry  of  Defcartes  j  but  a  foreigner  of  the  firft  quality 
defiring  to  be  taught  it,  he  made  himfelf  marter  of  it  in  an 
inconceivably  fmall  fpace  of  time.  BafTet  being  a  fafhionable 
game  at  that  time,  the  marquifs  of  Dangeau  afked  him  for 
lome  calculations  relating  to  it,  which  gave  fuch  fatisfaction, 
that  Sauveur  had  the  honor  to  explain  them  to  the  king  and 
quecm  This  was  in  1678  :  in  168 1,  he  went  to  Chantilli 
with  Mariotte  to  make  fome  experiments  upon  the  waters 
there.  In  1686,  he  was  made  mathematical  profeflbr  of  the 
royal  college  :  and  in  1696,  admitted  a  member  of  the  aca- 
demy of  fciences.  He  was  known  and  efteemed  by  the  prince 
of-  Conde.  He  conceived  a  defign  of  writing  a  treatife  upon 
fortification  j  and,  in  order  to  join  practice  with  theory,  went 
to  the  fiege  of  Mons  in  1691,  where  he  continued  all  the 
while  in  the  trenches  :  he  made  the  tour  atfo  of  Flanders 
with  this  view.  At  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  he  had  a  pen- 
Jion.  He  died  in  July,  1716.  He  was  twice  married.  .  The 
fipft  'time  he  took  a  very  fmgular  precaution;  for  he  would 
not  fee  rhe  woman,  till  he  had  been  with  a  notary  to  have 
the  conditions,  he  intended  to  infift  on,  reduced  into  a  written 
iStrn ;  for  fear  the  fight  of  her  fhould  not  leave  him  enough 
Tfeafter  of  himfelf.  This  was  a6fing  very  wifely,  and  like  a 
true  mathematician ;  who  alvv^ays  proceeds  by  rule  and  line, 
and  itiakes  his  calculations,  when  his  head  is  cool.  He  had 
children  by  both  his  wives  ;  and  by  the  latter  a  fon,  who, 
like  himfelf,  was  dumb  for  the  feven  firfl  years  of  his  life. 
His  writings,  which  confift  of  pieces  rather  than  fet  worksj 
are  all  inferted  in  the  memoircs  of  the  academy  of  fciences  v 
'\  the  principal  of  them  is,  Principes  d'Acouftique  &  de  Mu- 
fique,  ou  Syftemc  general  des  intervalles  des  fons,  &  fon  ap^ 
jplication  a  cous  les  fyftemes  ^  inflrumen$  de  Mufique,  jjj 
?.'^  -.  Fop. 
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For  although  Sauveur  is  faid  to  have  had  neither  voice  nof 
car,  yet  this  veas  his  favorite  fcience  ;  which  undoubtedly  was 
owing  to  its  affording  him  matter  for  fine  and -deep  refearches 
in  his  own  way^ 

SAXE  (Maurice  Count  de)  m a rflial -general  of  the 
French  armies,  and  duke-eletSl  of  Courland  and  Semigallia, 
was  born  at  Dxd^crx  the  19th  of  dlober  1696.  He  was  i^lfeofSaxe 
natural  fon  of  Frederic  Auguftus  II,  ele6^or  of  Saxony,  king 
of  Poland,  and  grand  duke  of  Lithuania,  by  Aurora  countefs 
Konigfmarc,  youngeft  fifter  of  Philip  count  Konigfmarc, 
who  was  defcended  of  an  illuftrious  family  in  Sweden  ;  and 
who  fell  a  facrifice  for  an  alledged  intrigue  with  the  princefs 
of  Zell.  Count  Saxe  dilVovered  an  early  genius  for  warlike  ^'^i"-  ^759. 
exercifes,  negledting  every  ftudy  but  that  of  war.  He  cul- 
tivated no  foreign  language  but  French,  as  if  he  had  fore- 
Tccn  that  France  would  one  day  become  his  country,  in 
which  he  would  rife  to  the  higheft  military  honours.  H© 
accompanied  the  king  his  father  in  all  his  Polifli  campaigns, 
and  began  to  ferve  in  the  allied  army  in  the  Netherlands  in 
1708,  when  he  was  no  more  than  twelve  years  old,  and  gave 
pregnant  proofs  of  an  enterprifing  genius.  He  afterwards 
ferved  in  the  war  againft  the  Swedes  in  Pomerania,  and  was 
made  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  horfe.  He  entered  into  the 
imperial  fervice  in  1717^  and  made  feveral  campaigns  in  Hun- 
g;;fy  againft  the  Turks  ;  in  which  he  behaved  with  the  great- 
eft  bravery,  and  thereby  attra6ted  the  regard  of  prince  £a-  . 
gene  of  Savoy,  the  moft  illuftrious  captain  of  his  time.  In 
1/20,  he  vifited  the  court  of  France,  where  he  obtained  a 
brevet  of  camp-marfhal  from  the  duke  of  Orleans,  then  re- 
gent of  that  kingdom.  Two  years  after,  he  purchafed  the 
colonelcy  of  the  regiment  o^  Spar,  and  gradually  rofe  in  mi- 
litary honours,  from  the  rank  of  colonel  to  that  of  marihal- 
general. 

While  the  count  was  refiding  in  France,  the  ftatcs  of 
Courland,  forefeeing  that  their  duchy  would  one  day  be  with- 
out a  head,  duke  Ferdinand,  the  laft-  male  of  the  family  of 
Ketler,  being  valetudinary,  and  likely  to  die  without  iMiie, 
were  prevailed  on,  by  foreign  influence,  to  chuie  the  count 
to  be  their  fovereign.     The  minute  of  eledion   was  figr^cd 
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by  the  ftatcs  of  Mittaw,  the  capital  of  Courland,  on  the  5th 
of  July  1726.     But  this  eledion  having  been  vigoroufly  op- 
pofcd  by  the  court  of  Ruffia,    and  alfo  by  the  republic  of 
Poland,    upon   both  of  which  the  duchy  was  dependent ;   he 
could   never   make  good  his  pretenfions ;   fo  that,  upon  the 
death  of  duke  Ferdinand  in  1736,  count  Biron,  a  gentleman 
of  Danifh  extradion,   in  the  fervice  of  Ruflia,  was  preferred 
before  him.     When  a  war  broke  out  in  Germany,  upon  the 
death  of  the  late  king  of  Poland,  our  count's  father,  he  at- 
tended  the  duke  of  Berwick,   commander  in  chief  of  the 
French  army  fent  into  that  country,  and  behaved  with  un- 
parallelled  bravery.     When  troubles  broke  out  in  the  fame 
quarter,   upon  the  death  of  the  late  emperor  Charles  VI,  he 
was  employed  in  the  French  array  fent  into  the  empire,  to 
fupport  the  pretenfions  of  the  eIe£ior  of  Bavaria ;  and  had  no 
inconfiderable  hand  in  ftorming  Prague  :   by  means  of  which 
he  acquired  the  confidence   and  efteem  of  that  unfortunate 
prince.     When  an  invafion  of  Great  Britain  was  proje<Eled 
by  the  court  of  France,  in  the  beginning  of  1 744,  in  favour 
of  Charles-Edward,   the  pretender's  eldefl:  fon,   he  was  ap- 
pointed to  command  the  French  troops  to  be  employed  on 
that  occafion.     Both  the  young  pretender  and  the  count  had 
come  to  Dunkirk  in  order  to  proceed  upon  the  intended  ex- 
pedition ;   but  the  defign  was  fruftrated  by  a  furious  florm, 
and  the  vigilance  of  the  Britifh  fleet.     France  having,   foon 
after  that  event,   declared  war  againft  Great  Britain,  he  was 
appointed  commander  in  chief  of  the  French  army  in  the 
Netherlands,   and   promoted  to   the  rank  of  a  marfhal  of 
France.     In  this  high  ftation  he  had  full  room  to  difplay  his 
great  abilities,      Succefs  crowned   all   his   enterprifes ;    and 
every  town  he  inverted,  was  obliged  to  fubmit  to  his  vidorious 
arms.     During  the  courfe  of  the  war,   he  beat  the  allies  in 
feveral  battles,  and  made  himfelf  mafler  of  the  whole  Auflrian 
Netherlands,   with  a   good  part  of  Dutch   Brabant.     Such 
eminent  fervices  procured  him  an  a6l  of  naturalization  by  the 
king  of  France,  in  April  17465   in  January  following,   he 
was  raifed  to  the  rank  of  marflial-general,  an  office  which 
had  been  vacant  for  many  years;   and  in  January  1748,   he 
was  conflituted  governor-general  of  the  Netherlands,  with  a 
large  revenue  annexed. 

After 
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After  the  treaty  of  peace  at  Aix-Ia-Chapelle  in  1748,  mar- 
flial  Saxe,  covered  with  glory,   and  loaded  with  the  king's 
bounties,  retired  to  Chambord  in  France,  where  he  fpent  his 
time  in   various  employments  and  amufements.     But  being 
I'eized  with  a  fever  on  the  21ft  of  November  1750,   he  died 
on  the  3cth  of  that  month.     His  corpfe  was  interred  on  the 
8th  of  February  following,  with  great  funeral  pomp,   in  the 
church  of  St.  Thomas  at  Strafburg.     All  France  lamented 
his  death.     The  king  was  at  the  charge  of  his  funeral,   and 
exprefled   the  greateft  concern  for  the  lofs  of  a  man,  who 
had  raifed  the  glory  of  his  arms  to  the  higheft  pitch.     By  his 
will,  which  is  dated  at  Paris,  March  i,  1748,  he  diredcd 
that  "  his  body  fliould  be  buried  in  lime,  if  that  could  be 
"  done  ;    that,   in  a  fhort  time,  nothing  more  of  him  might 
"  remain  in  the  world,  but  his  memory  among  his  friends." 
This  dire6^ion,   however,-  was  not  complied  with  :   for  his 
corpfe  was  imbalmed,    and  put  into  a  leaden  coffin,  which 
was  inclofed  in  another  of  copper,  and  this  covered  with  one 
of  wood,   bound  about  with  iron.     His  heart  was  put  into  a 
filver-gilt  box,  and  his  intrails  into  another  coffin.     He  was 
bred  a  Proteftant,  of  the  Lutheran  perfuafion,  under  the  eye 
of  the  countefs  his  mother :   and  no  worldly  confideration 
could  ever  induce  him  to  change  his  religion.     He  had  un- 
happily, like  his  royal  father,   early  engaged  in  a  feries  of 
amorous  adventures ;   and  feveral  natural  children  were  the 
fruits  of  his  vagrant  amours.     Though  he  iiad  been  prevailed 
on  by  his  mother,   to  marry  Victoria  countefs  of  Lobin,   a 
lady  of  diftinguifhed  birth  and  beauty,   by  whom  he  had  a 
child  or  two,  who  died  in  their  infancy  ;  yet  a  coldnefs  hav- 
ing arifen  between  them,  the  marriage  was  difTolved,  on  ac- 
count of  adultery  committed  by  the  count,    with  a  defign  to 
procure  a  divorce  ;   and  he  never  afterwards  married.     The 
marfhal  was  a  man  of  a  middling  ftature,   but  of  a  robuft 
conftitution  and  extraordinary  ftrength.     To  an  afpe6i:  noble, 
fweet  and  martial,  he  joined  the  interior  qualities  of  a  moft 
excellent  heart.     Affable,  and  afFe£ted  with  the  misfortunes 
of  others,   he  was  great  and  generous,   even  more  than  his 
fortune  would  permit.     On  his  death-bed  he  was  very  peni- 
tent for  his  lewd  pradices,   and  reviewed  the  errors  of  his 
life  with  extreme  remorfe. 

T4  His 
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His  "  Reveries,  or  Memoirs  concerning  the  Art  of  War,' 
together  with  other  fmall  pieces,  were  tranflated  into  Englifh, 
and  publifhed  at  London  in  17575  4to ;  and  republifhed  at 
Edinburgh  in  1759,  8vo. 

SCALA  (Barthelemi)  an  Italian,  eminent  as  a 
flatefman  and  man  of  letters,   when  letters  were  juft  reviving 

NIceron,        ^"  Europe,    was  born  about  the  year  1424,   fome  fay   1430. 

Tom.  IX.  He  was  only  the  fon  of  a  miller  ;  but  going  early  to  Flo^ 
rence,  he  fell  under  the  notice  of  Cofmo  de  Medicis,  who, 
obferving  uncommon  parts  in  him  and  a  turn  for  letters,  took 
him  under  his  prote6lion,  and  gave  him  an  education.  He 
fltidied  the  law;  and  taking  a  dod^or's  degree  in  that  faculty, 
frequenter]  the  bar.  After  the  death  of  Cofmo  in  1464,  Pe- 
ter de  Medicis  (hewed  the  fame  regard  for  him  :  and  Scala, 
through  his  means,  was  trufted  by  the  republic  in  the  moft 
important  negotiations,  and  in  the  management  of  the  niceft 
affairs.  In  1471,  the  freedom  of  the  city  was  conferred  on 
him  and  his  defendants  ;  and  the  year  after  he  obtained  Let- 
tres  de  noblefTe  :  he  v^as  then  fecretary  or  chancellor  of  the 
republic.  In  1484,  the  Flore^itines  fent  a  folcmn  embafTy 
to  Innocent  VJII,  to  congratulate  him  on  his  being  raifcd  to 
the  pontificate  :  when  Scala,  being  one  of  the  fix  deputed  to 
go,  delivered  a  fpeech  (o  very  pleafino;  to  the  pope,  that  he 
was  made  by  him  a  knight  of  the  golden  fpur,  and  fenator  of 
Rome.  In  i486,  he  was  made  holy-flandard-bearer  to  the 
republic.  He  died  at  Florence  in  1497,  and  left  among  o- 
ther  children  a  daughter,  named  Alexandria,  who  afterwarcs 
became  famous  for  her  learning  and  fkill  in  the  Greek  and 
•  Latin  tongues. 

While  he  lived,  was  publiihed  the  abovementioned  fpeech 
to  pope  Innocent,  another  fpeech  which  he  made  as  chancel- 
lor of  Florence,  pro  Imperatoriis  militaribus  fignis  dandis 
Conftantio  Sfortiae  Imperatori  in  1 481,  and  Apologia  contra 
vituperatores  civitatis  Florcntia?  1496  in  folio.  His  poflhu- 
mous  works  are  four  books,  de  Hiftoria  Florentina,  and  Vita 
di  Vitaliani  Borromeo  ;  both  printed  at  Rome  in  1677,  4to. 
This  hiftory  of  the  Florentine  republic  was  written  in  twenty 
books,  and  depoflted  in  the  Medicean  librar)^ ;  but  as  only  four 
of  theic  books  and  part  of  a  fifth,  were  digefted  and  finifhcd,  no 
more  were  thought  fit  to  fee  the  light.  Some  few  of  his  let- 
ters 
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trrs  have  been  publifhed  ;  and  there  are  eight  in  the  collec- 
tion of  Politian,  with  whom  Scala,  as  appears  from  the  cor- 
refpondence,  had  the  misfortune  to  be  at  variance.  Politian 
treated  him  politely  at  firfl,  but  afterwards  loft  his  temper  a 
little.  He  probably  defpifed  him  the  more,  for  being  his  fu- 
ptrior  in  every  thing  but  letters.  Erafmus  alfo  has  not  pafled 
a  very  favorable  judgment  on  him  :  he  reprefents  him  as  a 
Ciceronian  in  his  ftile. 

His  daughter  Alexandria  became  the  wife   of  Marullus  ;    sec  MA- 
whofe  reafon  for  marrying   her,   according   to   Paul  Jovius,    RULLUS. 
was,  that  he  was  dehrous  to  perfeft  himfelf  in  the  knowledge   In  Elogils. 
of  the  Latin  tongue  :  but  if  we  believe  Her  hulband,  flie  was 
a  woman   of  ereat  beauty   and   virtue,    as  well   as  wit  and 
learning;   for  fuch  he  dcfcribcs  her  in  his  poems.     She  died 
in  1506. 

SCALIGER  f Julius  C^sar)  w^as  defcended  from 
the  princes  of  Verona,  if  we  may  believe  what  his  fon  Jo* 
feph  aiTerts,   in  his  epiftle  to  Janus  Doufa  de  vetuftatc  gentis  "  . 

Scaligeranae  ;  but  this  is  generally  not  believed,  but  fuppofed 
to  have  been  a  puff  of  the  GensScaligerana,  meaning  Julius 
and  Jofeph,  who  were  as  remarkable  for  great  vanity,  as  they 
were  for  very  great  parts  and  ftill  greater  learning.  Be  this 
as  it  will,  Julius  was  the  fon  of  Benedict  Scaliger,  who  com- 
manded for  feventeen  years  the  troops  of  Matthias  Corvinus, 
king  of  Hungary  ;  and  was  born  at  Ripa,  a  caftle  in  the  ter- 
ritory of  Verona,  the  23d  of  April  1484.  He  learned  the 
firft  elements  of  the  Latin  tongue  in  his  own  country,  having 
for  his  preceptor  John  Jocund  us  of  Verona  ;  and,  at  twelve  tom.XXllL 
years  of  age,  was  prefented  to  the  emperor  Maximilian,  who 
made  him  one  of  his  passes.  He  fcrved  that  emperor  feven- 
teen years,  and  gave  proofs  of  hh  valor  and  dexterity  in  fe- 
veral  expeditions,  in  which  he  attended  his  mafkr.  He  was 
nt  the  battle  of  Ravenna  in  151 2,  in  which  he  loft  his  fa- 
ther and  brother  Titus  :  he  conveyed  their  bodies  to  Fer- 
rara,  where  his  mother  rcfided,  who  fome  time  after  died 
with  rrief. 

o 

His  father  dying  in  narrow  circumftances,  he  found  him- 
felf very  foon  in  great  neceflity  ;  upon  which  he  refolved  to 
enter  into  the  Francifcan  order.     For  this  purpofe  he  went 
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to  Bologne,  where  he  applied  himfelf  vigoroufly  to  ftudy,  ef- 
pccially  to  logic  and  Scotns's  divinity  ;  but,  changing  his 
mind  with  regard  to  becoming  a  monk,  he  took  arms  ac^ain, 
and  fervcd  fome  time  in  Piedmont.  A  phyGcian,  whom  he 
knew  at  Turin,  perfuaded  him  to  ftudy  phyfic  ;  and  accord- 
ingly he  profecuted  it  at  his  leifurc-hours,  while  he  was  in  the 
army  :  he  likewife  learned  the  Greek  language,  of  which  he 
had  been  intirely  ignorant  till  then.  At  laft  the  pains  of  the 
gout  determined  him,  at  forty  years  of  age,  to  abandon  a 
military  Hfe,  and  to  devote  himfelf  intirely  to  the  profcflion 
of  phyfic.  He  had  indeed  already  acquired  uncommon  fkill 
in  it ;  fo  that  the  bifhop  of  Agen,  being  indifpofed,  and  ap- 
prehending fome  need  of  a  phyfician  in  his  journey  to  his  dio- 
cefs,  befought  Scaliger  to  attend  him.  Scaliger  confented, 
upon  condition  that  he  fhould  not  flay  at  Agen  above  eight 
days  :  however  this  mighty  man,  now  forty-two,  fell  in  love 
with  a  girl  of  thirteen ;  and,  becaufe  her  parents  would  not 
confent  to  his  having  her,  on  account  of  her  youth,  ftayed 
at  Agen  in  order  to  marry  her.  He  married  her,  three  years 
after,  in  1529  ;  lived  with  her  twenty-nine  years  ;  and  had 
fifteen  children  by  her,  (even,  of  whom  furvived  him.  She 
was  a  lady  of  good  family. 

It  was  after  his  fettlement  at  Agen,  that  he  began  to  apply 
himfelf  ferioufly  to  his  ftudies.  He  learned  the  French  tongue 
at  his  firft  coming,  which  he  fpoke  perfectly  well  in  three 
months  ;  and  then  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  Gafcon,  Ita- 
lian, Spanifh,  German,  Hungarian,  and  Sclavonian,  The 
chief  obje£t  of  his  purfuits  was  learning  :  the  practice  of  phy- 
fic was  what  he  fupported  himfelf  by.  It  is  probable,  that 
he  had  taken  a  doflor's  degree  in  this  faculty  at  Padua ;  for 
the  letters  of  naturalization,  which  were  granted  him  by 
Francis  I,  in  1528,  give  him  this  title  ;  though  they  fay  no- 
thing, a3  fome  have  obferved,  of  his  defcent  from  the  princes 
of  Verona,  which  it  is  probable  they  would  have  done,  had 
that  defcent  been  clear.  He  did  not  begin  to  publifti  any  of 
his  works,  till  he  was  forty-feven  years  of  age  j  but  he  foon 
repaired  the  time  he  had  loft,  and  fhortly  gained  a  great  name 
in  the  republic  of  letters.  Study  and  the  compofition  of 
books  employed  him  till  his  death  j  which  was  occafioned  by 

are- 
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a  retention  of  urine,  and  happened  the  21ft  of  Odober  1558. 
His  epitaph  was,  Julii  Czefaris  Scaligeri  quod  fuit. 

His  Ion  Jofeph  has  defcribed  him,  as  a  man  with  many   Ggn^J-s^scj! 
excellent  qualities  both  of  body  and  mind  :  tall,  well-made,  ligcianae. 
of  a  noble  and  venerable  air,  and  very  ftrong  and   adive 
even  to  old  age  ;  of  amazing  fagacity,  infomuch  that  he  could 
divine  the  natures  and  manners  of  liien  from  their  looks ; 
of  a  prodigious  memory  ;   fingularly  averfe  to  lying,  and  of 
fuch  charity,  that  his  houfe  was  a  kind  of  hofpital  to  the  in- 
digent and  diftrefled.     Thefe  good  qualities,  however,  which 
his  fon  attributes  to  him,  were  greatly  tarniflied  by  fonie  that 
were  not  fo  e;ood,  and  yet  notorious  to  all  the  world :   we 
mean,  an  infupportable  pride  and  vanity,  with  a  criticizing 
and  petulant  humour,   which  made  him  throw  oac  the  moft 
outrageous  and  injurious  language  againft  all,  who  did  not 
think  as  he  thought,  nor  adored  his  produdions  as  he  adored 
them.     His  treatment  of  Erafmus    was   inexcufable.     Tnis 
great  man,  in  a   piece  intitled,   Ciceronianus,  five  de  optima 
dicendi  gsnere,  had  ridiculed  with  irrefiftiblc  force  of  wit  and 
reafon,  certain  of  the  learned  in   Italy,  who  would   allow 
no  exprefTions   to  be  pure  latinity,    but  what  were  to  be 
found  in  Cicero ;  and  had  even  gone  fo  far  as  to  criticife  the 
ftyle  of  the   Roman  orator,  for  whom  neverthelefs  he  had 
the  profoundeft  veneration.     This  provoked  Scaliger,  whofe 
zeal  for  Cicero  put  him  upon  publifhing  two  oi^ations  in  his 
defence  ;   in  which   he  loaded    Erafmus  with  all   th;*  contu- 
mely and  reproachful  language,   that  ill  mannered  fpleen  and 
paffion  could  fuggeft.     He  made  fome  atonement,  by  repent- 
ing of  what  he  had  done ;  for  upon  the  death  of  Erafmus, 
which  happened  while  the  fecond   oration  was  printing,  that 
is,   in   1536,  Scaliger  wrote  a  poem,   wherein   he  exprefled 
great  grief  at   his   dying  before  they  were  reconciled,  and 
fhewed   a  willingnefs  to  acknowledge  his  great  virtues  and 
merit. 

In  the  mean  time  Scaliger,  with  all  his  faults,  was  cer- 
tainly a  moft  uncomman  man  j  and  if  in  his  literary  pro- 
dudions  great  numbers  of  errors  have  expofed  him  to  cri- 
ticifm  and  correction,  it  muft  be  remembered,  that  he  did  not 
apply  himfelf  in  good  carneft  to  letters,  till  he  was  mo^e  than 
forty  years  of  age.     His  principal  works  are,  Exercitatioues 
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contra  Cardanum  de  Subtilitate  ;  De  caufis  linguse  Latins  j 
Poetices  libri   feptem  ;   Poemata  ;   EpiOolas  ;   and  Commen- 
taries upon  feveral  ancient  authors,  Theophraftus,  Ariftotle, 
and  HippocFates,  or  rather  upon  fome  works  of  thefe  authors. 

SCALIGER  (JosRPH  Justus)  Ton  of  Julius  Cs- 
far  Scaliger,  was   born  at  Agen   the  4th  of  Auguft  1540; 
and  at  eleven  years  of  age,   was  fent  with   two   of  his  bro- 
thers to  the  college  of  Bourdeaux.     He  learned  the  elements 
of  the   Latin   tongue,  and  continued  there  for  three  years  ; 
when  the  plague,  coming  to  the  place,  obliged  him  to  return 
home  to   his  father,   who  himfelf  took  care  of  his  ftudies. 
He  rcvjuircd  of  him  every  day  a  fhort  declamation  upon  fome 
hiftorical    fubje6l,    and  made   him   tranfcribe   fome    poems, 
which  he  himfelf  had  compofed.     This  laft  employ  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  infpired  him   with  a  tafte  and  inclination  for 
poetry  ;   which   he  cultivated  fo  heartily,  that    he  wrote  a 
tragedy'upon  the  ftory  of  Oedipus,  before  he  was  feventeen 
years  of  age.     His  father  dying  in  1558,  he  went  to  Paris 
the  year  following,   with   a  defign  to  apply  himfelf  to   the 
Greek  lanc;uage  ;    and  for  this  purpofe  attendee!  the  leisures 
of  l\irncbus   for   two  months.     But    finding,   that  in   the 
ufual  courfe  he  fhould  be  a  long  while  in  gaining  his  point, 
be  (hut  himfelf  up  in  his  clnfet,  refolving  to  make  ufe  of  no 
mafter  but   himfelf;  and  having  haftily  run  over  the  Greek 
€onTao;ation'S,   began   to  read  Homer  with  a  tranflation,   and 
trnderftood  him  perfedly  in  a  fhort  time.    From  this  reading 
he  formed  to   himfelf  a  grammar;   then   proceeding  to   the 
other  Greek  poets,   and  next   to  the    hiftorians   and  orators, 
he  gained  in  the  fpace  of  two  years  a  perfed:  knowledge  of  the 
laneuage.     He  afterwards  turned   his  thoughts   to   the  He- 
brew tongue,  which  he  learned  by  himfelf  with  great  facility : 
he  had  a  particular  talent  for  learning  languages,  and  is  fald 
to  h^avc  been  well  fkilled  in  no  k(6  than  thirteen.     He  made 
the  fame  progrefs  in  the  fcicnces,  and  in    every  branch  of 
literature,  fo  that  he  at  length  obtained  the  reputation  of  be- 
ing the  mofi:  learned  man  of  his  age  ;  and  perhaps  he  was  the 
moft  learned  man,  that  any  age  has  produced.     His  life  was 
a  life  of  fevere  application   to  letters,  fo   that   there  is  very 
little  for  a  biographer  to  fay  of  it.     In  1 593,  he  was  invited 

to 
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the  unlverfity  of  Leyclen,  to  be  honorary  proFefTor  of  the 
Belles  Lettres  there  :  upon  which  occafion,  if  we  may  be- 
lieve what  v/e  read  in  the  Menagiana,  Henry  IV  of  France  Xoni,  IV. 
treated  him  with  great  coldnefs  and  neglcd.  Scahger  had 
determined  to  accept  the  offer  ;  and  waiting  upon  the  king 
to  acquaint  him  with  his  journey,  and  the  occafton  of  it, 
'*  Well,  Mr.  Scaliger,  faid  his  majefty,  the  Dutch  want  to 
*'  have  you  with  them,  and  to  allow  you  a  good  ftipend  :  I 
*' am  glad  of  it  :"  and  then  fuddenly  turning  the  dilcourfe, 
afked  him,  "  Is  it  true,  that  you  travelled  from  Paris  to 
"  Dijon,  without  going  to  ftool "?  The  ftanders-by  were 
Airprifed  ;  for  they  expected  to  have  feen  the  greaiell  fcho- 
lar  in  the  world,  and  confequently  great  ornament  of  his 
country,  treated  with  more  ceremony  and  refpedt.  But 
Henry  IV  had  no  notion  at  all  of  learning  or  ieurncd  men  j 
and  if  he  had  had,  might  poffibly  not  have  been  convinced, 
that  great  learning  can  atone  for"  greater  pride,  iiifolence^  and 
vanity ;  and  fo  might  behave  in  that  manner,  purpofeJy  to 
humble  and  mortify  Scaliger,  who  pofiefled  them  all  abun- 
dantly. He  went  to  Leyden,  where  he  fpent  the  remainder 
of  his  life  ;  and  died  there  of  a  dropiy,  the  2  iff  of  January? 
1609,  without  having  been  ever  married.  He  was  a  mari 
of  perfe61:  fobriety  of  manners,  and  wbofe  whole  time  wis 
fpent  in  ftudy.  He  had  as  great  parts  as  his  father,  and  inii- 
nitely  greater  learning,  having  been  trained  to  it  from  his  in- 
fancy, which  his  father  had  not  :  but  then  he  had  the  fame 
vain-glorious  and  malevolent  fpirit,  v^^hich  difpofed  him  to 
contemn,  and  upon  every  occafion  to  abufe,  a  1  mankind.. 
And  though  Ovid  has  faid,  that  the  culture  of  polite  litera- 
ture, and  the  liberal  arts,  has  a  tendency  to  civilize  and  foftea 
human  naturej 

Ingenuas  didicifle  fidellter  artes. 


EmoUit  mores  ;  nee  fmit  efTc  feros. 

Yet  were  we  to  judge  by  the  efFoSts  it  had  on  thefe  two  he-> 
roes  in  letters,  for  iuch  they  certainly  were,  we  lliould  con- 
dude  it  more  likely  to  make  us  greater  favagcs  in  our  civili- 
zed, than  we  (hould  have  been  in  our  natural  flate.  It  is 
proper  to  obferve,  that  Scaliger  the  father  lived  and  died  in 
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the  church  of  Rome  :  but  the  fon  embraced  the  principles  of 
Luther,  and  relates,  that  his  father  alfo  had  intentions  of 
doing  fo. 

The  works  of  Jofeph  Scah'ger  are  very  numerous  and  va- 
rious :  but  his  Opus  de  Emendatione  Temporum,  printed 
at  Paris  1583  in  folio,  is  his  greateft  performance.  It  con- 
tains a  vaft  extent  of  learning  ;  and  three  things  are  obferved 
in  it,  peculiar  to  Scaliger.  The  firft  is,  that  having  great 
fell!  in  the  oriental,  as  well  as  in  the  Greek  and  Latin 
tongues,  and  a  prodigious  knowledge  in  all  kinds  of  writers, 
he  colle(5led  everything,  which  might  ferve  to  eftablifli  fure 
principles  of  chronology,  and  to  fix  the  time  of  divers  re- 
markable events.  The  fecond,  that  he  was  the  firft,  who  un- 
dertook to  form  a  compleat  fyftem  of  chronology  ;  or  to  lay 
down  certain  principles,  on  which  hlftory  might  be  digefted 
into  exact  order.  The  third,  that  he  invented  the  Julian 
period  ;  which  is  fo  exceedingly  neceftary  to  chronologers, 
that  without  it  all  their  labours  would  be,  if  not  ufelefs,  at 
leaft  very  knotty  and  difficult.  Scaliger,  who  had  always  the 
higheft  opinion  of  his  own  productions,  imagined,  that  he  had 
in  this  work  carried  chronology  to  intire  perfe6tion,  and  that 
his  determinations  would  be  irreverfible  :  but  the  fciences  do 
not  attain  perfection  at  once  3  and  the  errors,  which  Peta- 
vius  and  others  have  difcovered  in  this  work,  (hew  in  this 
inftance  that  they  do  not.  Neverthelefs,  he  has  been  ftiled 
the  father  of  chronology  ;  and  perhaps  his  Thefaurus  Tem- 
porum, compleClens  Eufebii  Pamphili  Chronicon,  cum  Ifa- 
gogicis  Chronologiae  Canonibus,  in  which  he  has  corrected 
and  reformed  many  things  in  his  Opus  de  Emendatione  Tem- 
porum, may  give  him  a  fufficient  claim  to  the  title.  The 
beft  edition  of  de  Emendatione  Temporum  is  that  of  Gene- 
va 1609,  in  folio;  of  the  Thefaurus  Temporum  that  of 
Amfterdam  1658,  in  two  volumes  folio. 

He  wrote  notes  and  animadverfions  upon  almoft  all  the 
Greek  and  Latin  authors  :  thofe  upon  Varro  de  Lingua  La- 
tina  were  written  by  him  at  twenty  years  of  age.  Gerard 
Voffius  obferves,  that  his  conjeClures  are  too  bold  ;  and 
mentions,  how  Peter  ViCtorlus  faid,  that  Scaliger  was  born 
to  corrupt  the  ancients,  rather  than  to  correct  them.  "  I 
"  know  not,  fays  Mr.  Bayle,  whether  we  may  not  fay,  that 

.     '  *'  Scaliger 
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«  Scaliger  had  too  much  wit  and  Icarningii  to  write  a  good 

**  commentary  :   for  by  having  too  much  wit,  he  difcovered 

♦<  in  the  authors  he  commented  on  more  fine  (entiment  and  ^ 

*'  genius,  than   they  really  had ;  and  his  profound  learning 

*'  was  the  occafion  of  his  feeing  a  thoufand  connexions  be- 

«'  tween  the  fentiments  of  a  writer  and  fome  rare  point  of  an- 

**  tiquity  ;   and  upon  that  foundation,   imagining  his  author 

"  intended  to  allude  to  it,   corredled  the  paflage  :   unlefs  we 

"  choofe  to   believe,  that   his  defire  to  explain   an  obfcure 

*'  point  of  learning,  unknown  to  other  critics,  induced  him 

*'  to  fuppofe,  that  it  was  to  be  found  in  fuch  or  fuch  a  paf- 

«'  fage.     However  that  be,  his  commentaries  are  full  of  bold, 

*'  ingenious,  and  very  learned  conjeiStures  ;  but  it  is  not  at 

<*  all  probable,   that  the  ancients  ever  thought  of  what  he 

**  makes  them   fay.     A   perfon  who  has  genius  departs  as 

**  much  from   their  fenfe,  as  oiie  who  has  none  ;  and  we 

<*  ought  not  to  fuppofe,  that  the  verfes  of  Horace  and  Catul- 

*'  lus  contain  all  the  erudition,  which  the  commentators  have 

*<  thought  proper  to  fupply  them  with." 

He  wrote  fome  diflertations  upon  fubje(Ss  of  antiquity ; 
and  gave  fpecimens  of  his  fkill  in  all  branches  of  literature. 
He  made  a  Latin  tranflation  of  two  centuries  of  Arabian  pro-* 
verbs,  which  were  publifhed  at  Leyden  1623,  with  the  notes 
of  Erpenius  :  he  did  this  at  the  requeft  of  Ifaac  Cafaubon, 
who  tells  us,  that  he  employed  lefs  time  in  tranflating  it,  than  Epiif.  194, 
others  who  underftood  Aiabic  would  have  done  in  reading  it. 
He  was  alfo  obliged  to  write  fome  controverfial  pieces :  his 
controverfy  with  Scioppius,  who  had  convi(5led  him  of  vani- 
ty and  lying  in  his  de  vetuftate  &  fplendore  gentis  Scaligera- 
nae,  is  a  heap  of  foul  language  upon  a  very  futile  fubjedt.  His 
Poemata  were  publiftied  at  Leyden  161 5,  in  8vo  ;  his  Epif- 
tolae,  which  are  full  of  good  learning,  and  not  the  leaft  eligi- 
ble of  his  works,  by  Daniel  Heinfius  at  the  fame  place  1627, 
in  8vo. 

There  are  two  Scaligerana  :  one  printed  at  the  Hague*  in 
1666;  the  other  at  Groningen  1669,  and  for  fome  curious 
rcafon  or  other  called  Scaligerana  Prima.  They  do  the  fame 
honor  to  Scaliger,  as  the  Ana's  generally  do  to  their  refpcc- 
tive  authors  5  that  is,  none  at  all. 

SC  AR« 


2U  S  C  A  R  R  O  N. 

SCARRON  (Paul)  an  eminent  comic,  or  rather 
burlefque  French  writer,  was  the  fon  of  Paul  Scarron,  a 
counfellor  in  parliament,  and  born  at  Paris  in  1610.  He 
was  deformed,  and  of  very  irregular  manners  ;  yet  his  fa- 
ther defigned  him  for  the  ecclefiaftical  flate.  He  went  to 
Italy,  when  he  was  four  and  twenty  j  but  returned  jufl  as 
licentious  as  he  went,  and  fo  continued  till  by  a  terrible 
ftrokc  he  was  deprived  of  all  power  to  indulge  vitious  appe- 
tites. He  was  at  Mans,  where  he  v/as  a  canon  ;  but  retir- 
ing from  thence,  at  a  carnival-feafon,  into  a  damp  and  fejniy 
fituation,  a  torpor  fuddenly  fell  upon  him,  and  he  loft  the 
life  of  all  his  limbs.  .  The  phyficlans  attempted  in  vain  to  re- 
ftore  them  :  no  applicatioTis  were  of  the  leaft  avail  :  and  thus 
poor  Scarron,  at  twenty-feven  years  of  age,  had  no  move-> 
ments  left  him,  but  thofe  of  his  hands  and  tongue.  Melan- 
choly and  terrible  as  his  condition  was,  his  comical  and  bur- 
lefque  humor  never  forfook  him  :  he  was  continually  talking 
and  writing  in  this  ftrain  ;  and  his  houie  became  the  rendez- 
vous of  all  the  men  of  wit.  Afterwards,  a  fre(h  misfortune 
overtook  him  :  his  father,  who  had  hitherto  fupplied  his  wants, 
incurred  the  difpleafure  of  cardinal  Richeheu,  and  was  ba- 
niftied.  Scarron,  deprived  of  his  refources,  prefented  an 
humble  requefl  to  Richelieu,  which  was  fo  hunioroufly  drawn, 
that  the  minifter  could  not  forbear  laughing.  What  the  ef- 
fect: would  have  been,  cannot  be  faid,  fmce  both  Richelieu 
and  his  father  died  foon  after  :  however,  it  is  reckoned  among 
his  beft  pieces.  This  extraordinary  perfon  at  length  con- 
ceived thoughts  of  marriage  ;  and,  in  165 1,  was  adually 
married  to  Mademoifelle  d'Aubigne,  afterwards  the  moft  ce- 
lebrated Madam  de  Maintenon,  who  lodged  near  him,  and 
was  about  fixteen  years  of  age.  How  different  muft  the  con- 
dition of  that  lady  have  been  then,  from  what  it  was  after- 
wards ;  when,  as  Voltaire  relates,  "  it  was  confidered  as  a 
"  great  acquifition  for  her,  to  gain  for  a  hufband  a  man, 
"  who  was  disfigured  by  nature,  impotent,  and  very  little 
Louis  XIV.  *^  enriched  by  fortune  ? "  This  lady,  however,  whofe  paiHon 
torn.  II.  for  Scarron,  if  fhe  had  any,  muft  have  been  quite  intelle(5tual, 
had  wit  and  beauty,  and  ferved  to  increafe  the  good  compa- 
ny, which  frequented  his  houfe :  ihe  alfo  reftrained  him  in 

his 
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his  buffbanerles,  making  him  more  refervcd  and  decent. 
Scarron  died  in  1660,  and  his  jefling  humor  did  not  die  be- 
fore him.  Within  a  few  minutes  of  his  death,  when  his 
acquaintance  were  about  him  all  in  tears,  "  Ah  !  my  good 
*'  friends,  faid  he,  you  will  never  cry  for  me  fo  much,  as  I 
'*  have  made  you  laugh." 

Scarron  had  an  infinite  fund  of  wit  and  pleafantry,  but 
could  never  prevent  it  from  running  into  buffoonery.  There 
are  in  his  writings  many  things  fine,  ingenious  and  delicate  ; 
but  they  are  fo  mixed  with  what  is  flat,  trifling,  low,  and 
obfcene,  that  a  reader  upon  the  whole  will  be  rather  dif- 
guftcd  than  amufed.  His  Virgil  Traveftie  is  only  excufable 
in  a  buffoon  :  yet  there  are  pleafantries  in  it,  which  would 
have  difconcerted  the  gravity  of  even  Virgil  himfelf.  His 
comedies  and  his  tragi-comedy  Boiieau  calls  Ics  vilaines  pieces 
de  Scarron  :  they  are  indeed  nothing  but  mere  burlefque. 
His  other  works,  which  confift  of  fongs,  epiftles,  ftanzas, 
odes,  epigrams,  &c.  all  ftiew  the  buffooning  humor  of  their 
author.  His  comical  Romance  is  almoft  the  only  work, 
which  continued  to  be  liked  by  perfons  of  tafte  :  and  this  was 
foretold  by  Boiieau.  His  vorks  were  printed  at  Paris,  in 
1685  and  1737)   in  ten  volumes  i2mo. 

S  C  H  A  A  F  (Charles)  a  very  learned  German,  was 
born  at  Nuys,  in  the  eletSforate  of  Cologne,  anno  1646  : 
his  father  was  a  major  in  the  army  of  the  landgrave  of  Helle 
Caffel.  He  was  bred  to  Divinity  at  Duifbourg  :  and,  hav-  Nlceron, 
ing  made  the  oriental  tongues  his  particular  ftudy,  became 
profefl'or  of  them  in  that  univerfity  in  1677.  ^"  i^79>  he 
removed  to  Leyden,  to  fill  the  fame  pqft  for  a  better  itipend  j 
and  there  continued  till  1729,  when  he  died  of  an  apoplexy 
at  upwards  of  eighty.  He  publifhed  fome  ufefui  books,  in 
the  Oriental  way  j  as,  i.  Opus  Aramaeum  complectens 
Grammaticam  Chaldaicam  &  Syriacam,  1686,  in  8vo.  2. 
Novum  Teftamentum  Syriacum,  cum  vcrfione  Latina,  1708, 
in  4to.  The  Latin  verfion  is  of  Tremellius,  retouched. 
Leufden  labored  jointly  with  him  in  this  work  till  his  death, 
which  happened,  when  they  were  got  to  Luke  xv.  20  j  and 
Schaaf  did  the  remainder  by  himfelf.     At  the  end  of  it  is 
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SCHEFFER. 
fubjoined,  Lexicon  Syriacum  Concordantlale.  3.  Epitome 
Grammaticse  Hebralcae,  17 16,  in  8vo.  4.  A  Letter  in  Sy- 
riac  of  the  bifiiop  Mar  Thomas,  written  from  Malabar  to 
the  patriarch  of  Antioch,  and  a  Latin  verfion  by  himfelf, 
17 14,  in  4to.  5.  Sermo  Academicus  de  Linguarum  Orien- 
talium  fcientia.  An  Inauguration-Speech.  In  1711,  hedrew 
up,  at  the  requeft  of  the  curators  of  the  academy  at  Leyden, 
a  catalogue  of  all  the  Hebrew,  Chaldee,  Syriac  and  Sama- 
ritan books  and  manufcripts  in  the  library  there  ;  which  was 
joined  to  the  catalogue  of  that  library,   publifhed  in  17 11. 

SCHEFFER  (John)  a  very  learned  German,  was 
born  at  Strafburg  in  1621  ;  and,  as  far  as  we  know,  was 
Niceron,  educated  there.  He  applied  himfelf  principally  to  the  ftudy 
of  Greek  and  Latin  antiquities,  and  of  hiftory  ;  and  made 
himfelf  a  tolerable  verbal  critic  upon  Latin  and  Greek  au- 
thors. He  was  driven  out  of  his  own  country  by  the  wars  ; 
and,  as  queen  Chriftina  of  Sweden  was  (hewing  favor  at  that 
time  to  all  men  of  letters,  he  withdrew  into  her  kingdom  in 
1648.  He  was  made,  the  fame  year,  profeflbr  of  eloquence 
and  politics  at  Upfal  ;  afterwards,  honorary  profeflbr  royal 
of  the  law  of  nature  and  nations,  and  afleflbr  of  the  royal 
college  of  antiques  ;  and,  at  length,  librarian  of  the  univcr- 
fity  of  Upfal.  He  died  in  March  1679,  after  having  publifli- 
ed  a  great  number  of  works.  Many  of  his  pieces  relate  to 
Greek  and  Roman  antiquities,  and  are  to  be  found  In  the 
collciflion  of  Grasvius  and  Gronovius.  He  wrote  notes  upon 
many  ancient  authors  ;  upon  ^Jian,  Phaedrus,  Arriani  Tac- 
tica,  of  which  laft  he  made  alfo  a  Latin  verfion,  Petronius, 
Hyginus,  Julius  Obfequens,  Juftin,  &c.  He  was  one  of 
thofe,  who  ftoutly  defended  the  genuinenefs  of  that  fragment 
of  Petronius,  pretended  to  have  been  found  at  Trau  ;  which 
however  is  generally  judged  to  be  a  forgery,  and  accordingly 
reje(5ted  by  Burman  and  other  critics, 

SCHEINER   (Christopher)  an  eminent  mathema- 
tician and  aftronomer,  and  memorable  for  having  firft  difco- 
Weidleri        vered  the  fpots  upon  the  fun,  was  born  near  Meckelberg  in 
Hift.Aftron.   Germany,  anno  1575.     He  entered  into  the  fociety  of  the 
''^'  '^"-  '^-  '  Jefuits, 
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Jefuits,  when  he  was  twenty  years  of  age  ;  and  afterwards 
taught  the  Hebrew  tongue  and  the  mathematics  atlngolftadt, 
Friburg,  Brifac,  and  Rome.  At  length,  he  became  rector 
of  the  college  of  the  Jefuits  at  Neifle  in  Silefia,  and  cori- 
fefTor  to  the  arch- duke  Charles.      He  died  at  Neifle  in  i6«;o. 

While  he  was  at  Ingolftadt  in  16 r  i,  teaching  mathematics 
in  that  city,  he  one  day  difcovered  through  his  tclefcope  cer- 
tain fpots  in  the  fun  ;  and  communicated  his  difcovery  to 
fome  of  his  brethren,  to  Gretfer  in  particular.  The  pro- 
vincial of  his  order,  frighted  as  it  (hould  feem  with  the  new- 
nefs  of  the  phcEnomenon,  reftrained  him  from  publifhing  it 
at  the  prefent :  upon  which,  Scheiner  communicated  his  obser- 
vations in  three  letters  to  Velferus,  who,  without  the  know- 
ledge of  the  author,  publiflied  thofe  obfervations,  with  figures 
to  illuftrate  them,  in  161 2,  under  the  title  of  Apelles  poft 
tabulam.  When  Galilaso  heard  of  this,  he  charged  him  with 
plagiarifm,  as  if  he  had  robbed  him  of  the  honor  of  the  dif- 
covery :  but  Scheiner,  in  the  preface  to  his  Rofa  Urfma,  very 
accurately  makes  good  his  claim  ;  and  Ricciolus  is  of  opinion, 
that  Velferus's  letters  through  Germany  and  Italy  upon  this 
difcovery  i?ave  Galileo  the  firft  hint  oF  it,  fince  none  of  Ga- 
lileo's obfervations  were  earlier  than  the  year  161 2.  Scheiner, 
afterwards  at  Rome,  made  obfervations  on  thefe  folar  phce- 
nomena  for  many  years  ;  and  at  length  he  reducing  them  in- 
to order,  publiflied  them  in  one  volume  folio  in  1630,  under 
the  title  of,  RofaUrfina:  five,  Sol,  exadmirandofoculorum; 
&  macularum  fuarum  phoenomeno  varius ;  nee  non  circa 
centrum  fuum,  &  axem  fixum,  ab  ortu  in  occafum,  convcr- 
fione  quafi  menftrua,  fupra  polos  proprios,  libris  iv.  mobili^ 
oftenfus.  Almoft  every  page  is  adorned  with  an  image  of  the 
fun  with  fpots  :  and  Des  Cartes  has  given  it  as  his  opinion, 
that  nothing  can  be  more  accurate  and  perfect  in  its  kind 
than  this  work  of  Scheiner.  ^jlofoph. 

Scheiner  wrote  fome  fmaller  things,   relating  to  mathema-    Part  iii. 
ties  and  philofophy  ;  among  the  reft,   Oculus,   five,  Funda- 
mentum  Opticum,   in  quo  radius  vifualis  eruitur,  fua  vifioni 
in  oculo  fedes  decernitur,  &  anguli  viforii  ingenium  reperitur. 
Reprinted  at  London  1652,  in  4to, 

U  2  SO  HI  A- 
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SCHIAVONE    (Andrea),    fo  called  from  the 
country,  where  he  was  born  in  1522,  was  an  eminent  Ve- 
netian painter.     He  was  (o  very  meanly  defcended,   that  his 
parents,  after  they  had  brought  him  to  Venice,  were  not 
able  to  allow  him  a  mafter.     His  firft  employment  was  to 
fervc  thofe  painters,  who  kept  fhops  :   where  his  mind  open- 
ed, and  inclination  and  genius  ierved  him  for  a  mailer.     He 
ftudied  hard,   and  took  infinite  pains:  and  this,   with  fuch 
helps  as  he  received  from  the  prints  of  Panr.egiano,  and  the 
paintings  of  Giorgione  and  Titian,   raifed  him  to  a  degree  of 
excellence  very  furprifing.     It  is  true  indeed,  that  being  ob- 
liged to  work  for  his  daily  bread,  he  could  not  fpare  time  fuf- 
ficient  for  making  himfelf  thoroughly  perfe(ft  in  defign  :   but 
that  defed  was  fo  well  covered  with  the  fingular  beauty  and 
iweetn'efs  of  his  colors,  that  Tintoret  ufed  often  to  fay,  no 
painter  ought  to  be  without  one  piece  of  his  hand  at  leaft. 
His  principal  works  were  compofed  at  Venice,  fome  of  them 
in  concurrence  with  Tintoret  himfelf,  and  others  by  the  di- 
redions  of  Titian,  in  the  library  of  St.  Mark.     But  fo  ma- 
licious was  fortune  to  poor  Schiavone,  that  his  pictures  were 
but  little  valued  in  his  life-time  ;  and  he  never  was  paid  any 
otherwife  for  them,  than  as  an  ordinary  painter  :  though  af- 
ter his  deceafe,  which  happened  in  1582,   his  works  turned 
to  much  better  account,  and  were  cfteemed  but  little  inferior 
to  thofe  of  his  moft  famous  contemporaries.     This  painter, 
though   now  reckoned   one  of  the  greateft;  colorifts  of  the 
."Venetian  fchool,  was  all  his  life  long  but  poorly  fed   and 
jpfieanly  clad  :  what  therefore  was  his  future  reputation  v/orth 
to  him  ? 

S  C  H  M  1  D  T,  the  name  of  fome  learned  Germans. 
Erafmus  Schmidt,  born  at  Delitzch  in  Mifnia  1560,  was 
eminent  for  his  (kill  in  the  Greek  tongue  and  in  the  mathe- 
matics :  both  which,  although  they  are  accomplifhments  fel- 
dom  found  in  the  fame  perfon,  he  profefled  with  great  repu- 
tation for  many  years  at  Wittemberg,  where  he  died  in  1637. 
He  publiftied  an  edition  of  Pindar  in  j6i6,  4to,  with  a  La- 
tin verfion  and  learned  notes.  He  wrote  notes  alfo  upon  Ly- 
cophron,  Dionyfms  Perigetes,  andHefiod^  which  laft  was 

publifhed 
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publifhed  at  Geneva  in  1693. — There  was  Sebaftian 
Schmidt,  profefTor  of  oriental  languages  at  Scrafburg,  who 
publiflied  many  works  :  and  John  Andrew  Schmidt,  a  learn- 
ed Lutheran  divine,  born  at  Worms  in  1652.  John  An- 
drew had  a  terrible  accident,  when  he  was  twenty-feven 
years  of  age,  which  had  like  to  have  coft  him  his  life  :  he 
fell  out  of  a  chamber-window  of  the  fecond  ftory  into  the 
ftreet,  and  was  taken  up  for  dead.  He  hurt  his  right  arm 
with  the  fall  fo  much,  that  he  could  never  recover  the  ufe  of 
it :  he  learned  to  write  however  tolerably  well  with  the  left ; 
fo  well  at  leaft,  as  to  be  able  to  make  near  a  hundred  publica- 
tions, without  the  help  of  an  amanuenfis.  He  was  learned, 
but  feems  to  have  been  ftrongly  infected  with  the  cacoethes 
fcribendi  :  for  he  writ  upon  all  fubjeds.  One  of  his  pieces 
is  intitled.  Arcana  dominationis  in  rebus  c^eftis  Oliverii 
Cromvvelli  :  another  is  againft  a  book,  fuppofed  to  be  Le 
Clerc's,  with  this  title,  Liberii  de  fan^Slo  amorc  Epiftolac  SecCLERC 
Theologicae.  He  tranflated  Pardie's  elements  of  geometry 
out  of  French  into  Latin.  He  died  in  1726  ;  and  his  fune- 
ral oration  was  made  by  John  Laurence  Moftcim,  who  favs 
the  higheft  things  imaginable  of  him.  , 

S  C  H  O  R  E  L  (Joiiv)  a  Flcmifh  painter,  was  born  In 
1495,  ^^  ^  village  called  Schorel,  near  Alkmaer  in  Holland  j 
and  worked  fome  time  with  Albert  Durcr.  While  he  wa; 
travelling  up  and  down  Germany,  he  met  with  a  fr)'ar,  who 
was  a  lover  of  painting,  and  then  going  to  Jerufalem  :  and 
thefe  two  circumftances  induced  hirn  to  accompany  him.  He 
^{/%«^^  in  Jerufalem,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Jordan,  and 
in  feveral  other  places  fantS^ified  by  the  prefence  of  our  Sa- 
viour. In  his  way  home,  he  flopped  at  Venice,  and  work- 
ed a  while  there  ;  and  having  a  defire  to  fee  Raphael's  paint- 
ing, went  to  Rome,  where  he  defigned  his  and  Michael  An- 
gelo's  works  after  the  antique  fculpturcs,  and  the  ruins  of  the 
ancient  buildings.  Adrian  VI,  being  about  that  time  ad- 
vanced to  the  papal  chair,  gave  Schorel  the  c!^-arge  of  fuper- 
intendant  of  the  buildings  at  Belvidere  ;  but  after  the  death  of 
this  pontifF,  who  reigned  little  more  than  a  year,  he  returned 
to  the  Low  Countries.  He  flaid  a  while  at  Utrecht,  and 
drew  feveral  rare  pieces  there.     He  paiTed  through  France, 
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as  he  returned  home  ;  and  refufed  the  offers  made  him  by 
Francis  I,  out  of  his  love  to  eafe  and  a  quiet  life.  He  was 
endowed  with  various  accomplifhments,  being  a  mufician, 
poet,  orator  ;  and  knowing  in  four  languages,  Latin, 
French,  Italian,  and  German.  He  died  in  the  year  1562, 
much  lamented  by  his  friends  and  acquaintance,  who  eftcem- 
ed  and  loved  him  for  his  good  humour  and  good  qualities. 

SCHOTTUS  (Andreas)  a  very  learned  German, 
to  whom  the  republic  of  letters  has  been  confiderably  indebt- 
ed, was  born  at  Antwerp  in  1552;  and  was  educated  at 
Louvain.  Upon  the  taking  and  facking  of  Antwerp  in  1577, 
he  retired  to  Douay ;  and  after  fome  (lay  there,  went  to 
Paris,  where  Augerius  Bufbequius  received  him  into  his 
houfe,  and  made  him  partner  of  his  ftudies.  Two  years 
after,  he  went  into  Spain,  and  was  at  firft  at  Madrid ;  then 
he  removed  to  Alcala,  and  then  in  1580  to  Toledo,  where 
his  great  reputation  procured  hmi  a  Greek  profeflbrfliip.  The 
cardinal  Gafpar  Quiroga,  archbifliop  of  Toledo,  conceived 
at  the  fame  time  fuch  an  efteem  for  him,  that  he  lodged  him 
in  his  palace,  and  entertained  him  as  long  as  he  flayed  in  that 
place.  In  1584,  he  was  invited  to  SaragofTa,  to  teach  rhe- 
toric and  the  Greek  language  :  and  two  years  after,  he  en- 
tered into  the  fociety  of  jefuits,  and  was  called  by  the  gene- 
ral of  the  order  into  Italy,  to  teach  rhetoric  at  Rome.  He 
continued  three  years  there,  and  then  returned  to  his  own 
country  ;  where  he  fpent  the  remainder  of  a  long  life  in  read- 
ing and  writing  books.  He  was  not  only  well  (killed  in  La- 
tin and  Greek  learning,  but  had  alfo  in  him  a  candor  and 
generofity,  feldom  to  be  found  among  the  men  of  his  order. 
He  had  an  earncft  defire  to  oblige  all  mankind,  of  what  re- 
ligion or  country  foever  ;  and  would  freely  communicate  even 
with  heretics,  if  the  caufe  of  letters  could  be  ferved  there- 
by ;  fo  it  is  not  to  be  wondered,  that  the  proteftants  every 
where  {hould  have  fpoken  well  of  him.  He  died  at  Ant- 
werp the  23d  of  January  1629,  after  having  publiflied  a 
great  number  of  books.  Befides  works  more  immediately 
connedted  with,  and  relating  to  his  own  profeffion,  he  gave 
editions  of,  and  wrote  notes  upon,  feveral  of  the  claffics  j 
among  which  were  Aurelius  Vi<^or,  Pomponius  Mela,  Se- 
neca 
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ncca  Rhetor,  Cornelius  Nepos,  Valerius  Flaccus,  &c.  He 
alfo  laboured  upon  many  of  the  Greek  fathers,  publiflied  an 
edition  of  Bafil,  and  made  a  Latin  verfion  on  Photius  ;  which 
verfion  however  has  been  thought  to  be  fo  much  below  the 
abilities  and  learning  of  Schottus,  that  fome  have  queftioned 
his  having  been  the  author  of  it. 

SCHREVELIUS  (Cornelius)  a  laborious  critic  of 
Holland,  who,  though  his  name  is  often  feen  in  the  title-pa- 
ges of  illuftrious  authors,  had  no  great  genius  or  acumen. 
He  gave  editions  of  feveral  clafiic  authors,  under  the  title  of 
Variorum  ;  and  his  edition  of  Homer's  poems  in  two  volumes 
4to,  is  very  beautiful  to  look  on,  but  full  of  faults.  The 
beft  of  all  his  works  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  Lexicon,  Greek  and 
Latin,  which  is  very  commodious  to  young  beginners.  He 
died  in  the  year  1667. 

SCHURMAN  (Anna  Maria  a)  a  moft  extraordi- 
nary German  lady,  was  the  daughter  of  parents,  who  were 
both  rprung  from  noble  proteftant  families  ;  and  was  born  at 
Cologne  the  5th  of  November  1607.  She  difcovered  from  From  Nkc- 
her  infancy  an  uncommon  dexterity  of  hand  ;  for  at  fix  years  ^o"*  Tom. 
of  age,  Ihe  cut  with  her  fciflars  upon  paper  all  forts  of  fi- 
gures, without  any  model.  At  eight,  ftie  learned  in  a  few 
days  to  defign  flowers  in  a  very  agreeable  manner  ;  and  two 
years  after  fhe  was  but  three  hours  in  learning  to  embroider. 
Afterwards  fbe  was  taught  mufic  vocal  and  inflrumental, 
painting,  fculpture,  and  engraving ;  and  fucceeded  equally 
in  all  thefe  arts.     Our  excellent  Mr.  Evelyn,  in  his  hlflory  of  -     , 

Chalcography^  has  obferved,   that  "  the  very  knowing  Anna    1755. 
"  Maria  a  Schurman   is  fkilled  in  this  art  with  innumerable 
"  others,  even  to  a  prodigy  of  her  fex."     Her  hand-writing 
in  all  languages   was  inimitable  ;   and  fome  curious   perfons 
have  preferved  fpecimens  of  it  in  their  cabinets.     M.^  Joby, 
in  his  journey  to  Munfter,  relates,  that  he  was  an  eye-wit-   Voyage  dc 
nefs  of  the  beauty   of  her  writing  in  French,  Greek,  He-   Munikr, 
brew,   Syriac,  and  Arabic  ;   and   of  her  fkill  in  drawing  in 
miniature,  and  making  portraits  upon  glafs  with  the  point  of 
a  diamond.  She  painted  her  own  piiSture  by  means  of  a  look- 
ing-glafs  5  and   made   artificial  pearls  fo  like  natural  ones, 
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that  they  could  not  be   diftinguiflied   but  by  pricking  them 
with  a  needle. 

The  powers  of  her  underftanding  were  not  inferior  to  thofe 
of  her  hand ;  for  at  eleven  years  of  age,  when  her  brothers 
were  examined  about  their  Latin,  (he  often  whifpered  to 
them  what  they  were  to  anfwer,  though  fhe  hau  only  heard 
them  fay  their  lefTons  en  paflant.  Her  father,  collediing  from 
this  that  (he  was  formed  for  literature,  applied  himfelf  to 
cultivate  her  talents  that  way,  and  helped  her  to  gain  that 
knowledge,  which  made  her  fojulfly  celebrated.  The  Latin, 
Greek,  and  Hebrew  languages  became  fo  familiar  to  her, 
that  (lie  not  only  wrote,  but  fpoke  them  in  a  manner, 
which  furprifed  the  moffc  learned  men.  She  made  a  great 
progrefs  alfo  in  the  oriental  languages,  which  have  a  relation 
to  the  Hebrew,  as  the  Syriac,  Chaldee,  Arabic,  and  Ethio- 
pic  :  and  for  the  living  languages,  fhe  underftood  per  etWy^ 
and  fpoke  readily,  the  French,  Englilli,  and  Italian.  She,' 
Was  competently  verfed  in  geography,  aftronomy,  philofophy, 
and  the  fciences,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  judge  of  them  with  ex- 
a<5^nefs  ;  but  as  her  nature  was  formed  for  religion,  thefe 
vain  amufements  did  not  fatisfy  her  ;  and  therefore  ihe  ap- 
plifd  hcrfelf  at  length  to  divinity,  and  the  ftudy  of  the  holy, 
fcriptures. 

Her  father,  who  had  fettled  at  Utrecht  while  (he  was  an 
infant,  and  afterwards  removed  to  Francker,  for  the  more 
convenient  education  of  his  children,  died  there  in  1623. 
His  widow  then  returned  to  Utrecht,  where  Anna  Maria 
continued  her  ftudies  very  intenfely  ;  and  this  undoubtedly 
rcftrained  her  from  marrying,  as  fhe  might  have  done  advan- 
tageouily  with  Mr.  Cats,  penfionary  of  Holland,  and  a  cele- 
brated poet,  who  wrote  verles  in  her  praife,  when  ftie  was 
but  fourteen  years  of  ai2;e.  Her  modelty,  which  was  as  great 
as  her  knowledge,  would  have  kept  her  merit  and  ieariiing 
unknown,  ifRivetus,  Spanheim,  and  VofBus,  had  not  p. '•oi- 
duced  her,  contrary  to  her  own  inclination,  upon  the  Itage 
of  the  world.  To  thefe  three  divines  we  may  add  Salma- 
fius,  Beverovicius,  and  Huygens,  who  maintained  a  literary 
correfpondenCe  with  hei- ;  and  by  ll.ewing  her  letters,  fpread 
her  fame  into  foreign  countries.  This  procured  her  letters 
from  Balzac,  Gallcndi,  Merfennus,   Bochart,  Conrart,  and 

other 
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other  eminent  men.  At  laft,  her  name  became  Co  famous, 
that  perfons  of  the  firft  rank,  and  even  princefies,  paid  her 
vifits  :  cardinal  Richelieu  llkewife  (hewed  her  marks  of  hi« 
efteem.  About  the  year  1650,  fhe  made  a  great  alteration 
in  her  religious  fyftem.  She  performed  her  devotions  in  pri- 
vate, without  frequenting  any  church,  upon  which  it  was 
reported  that  fhe  was  inclined  to  popery  ;  but  fhe  attached 
herfeif  to  the  famous  Labadie,  and  embracing  his  principles 
and  pracSiices,  accompanied  him  wherever  he  went.  She  lived 
lome  time  with  him  at  Altena  in  Holftein,  and  attended  him 
at  his  death  there  in  1674.  She  afterwards  retired  to  Wie-^ 
wart  in  Frifeland,  where  Mr.  William  Penn,  the  quaker, 
vifited  her  in  1677  ;  and  died  at  this  place,  the  5th  of  May 
1678.  She  took  for  her  device  thefe  words  of  St.  Ignatius,  Germany, 
Amor  mcus  crucifixus  eft.  It  is  faid,  that  fhe  was  extreme-  Lond.1694. 
ly  fond  of  eating  fpiders. 

She  wrote,  De  vitas  humanae  termino.  Ultraje6t.  1639  ; 
DilTertatio  de  ingenii  muliebris  ad  do£lrinam  &  meliores  lite- 
ras  aptitudine,  Lugd.  Bat.  1 641.  Thefe  two  pieces,  with 
letters  in  French,  Latin,  Greek,  and  Hebrew,  to  her  learn- 
ed correfpon dents,  were  printed  at  Leyden  1648  in  i2mo, 
under  the  title  of,  A.  M.  a  Schurman  Opufcula  Hebraea, 
Graeca,  Latlna,  Gallica  :  profaica  &  metrica.  Enlarged  in 
the  edition  of  Utrecht  1652.  She  wrote  afterwards,  EU- 
KLERIA,  feu  melioris  partis  electio.  This  is  a  defence 
of  her  attachment  to  Labadie,  and  was  printed  at  Altena  in 
1673,    when  (he  was  actually  with  him. 

SCIOPPIUS  (Gaspar)  a moft  learned  German  writer 
mt    ';f  the  feventeenth  century,   but  one  who  is  not  faid  to  have 
verified  the  maxim  : 


Ingenuai  didicijfe  fdcUter  aries 

Email  it  mores  ^  nee  fmit  ejfc  feros  : 


Ovid. 


for  he  is  reprefented  as  one  o^  the  greateft  favages,  thefe  lat- 
ter ages  have  produced.  All  the  great  men  of  his  time,  as 
Baillet  tells  us,  whether  catholics,  heretics,  and  even  infi- 
dels, have  unanimoufly  voted  for  his  profcription,  becaufc  he 
had  attacked  with  the  utmoft  brutality  and  fury  every  man 
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of  reputation,  and  had  the  impudence  to  boaft  of  fparing  nei- 
ther quality  nor  merit.  This  extraordinary  perfbn  was  born 
about  the  year  1576;  and  ftudied  firft  at  Amberg,  then  at 
Heidelberg,  afterwards  at  Altdorf,  at  the  charges  of  the  e- 
ledor  palatine.  Having  made  a  confiderable  ftay  at  Ingol- 
ftad,  he  returned  to  Altdorf,  where  he  began  to  publifli  books. 
Ottavia  Ferrari,  a  Milanefe,  and  famous  profefTor  at  Padua, 
fays,  that  he  "  publifhed  books,  when  he  was  but  fixtcen 
"  years  of  age,  which  deferved  to  be  admired  by  old  men." 
It  is  faid,  that  one  of  his  early  productions  was  a  commen- 
tary upon  the  Prtapeia-,  the  epiftle  dedicatory  of  which  is 
dated  from  Ingolllad  in  the  year  1595.  For  this  he  was  af- 
terwards very  feverely  handled  ;  not  fo  much  becaufe  he  had 
commented  upon  obfcene  verfes,  as  becaufe  he  had  fluffed 
his  commentary  with  many  filthy  particulars ;  and  had  com- 
plained in  particular,  that  nature  had  not  provided  fo  well 
for  men  as  for  fparrows.  Cum  Ingolftadii  agerem,  vidi  e  re- 
gione  mufaei  mei  paflerem  coitum  vicies  repetentem,  &  inde 
adeo  ad  languorem  datum,  ut  avolaturus  in  terram  decideret. 
En  fortem  iniquam.  Hoc  pafleribus  datum,  negatum  homi- 
nibus  ?  "  PVhile  I  lived  at  Ingoljtad^  fays  he,  I  faw  oppoftte  to 
"  ^yjiudy  a  /par  row  ^  repeating  the  a6l  of  coition  twenty  times, 
"  and  afterivard  fo  faint  and  weary,  that  when  he  attempted 
^^tofyaway,  befell  to  the  ground.  Unequal  fortune  !  why 
"  is  this  given  to  fparrows,  and  denied  to  men  f"  Some  have 
faid,  that  Scioppius  was  not  the  author  of  the  commentary 
abovementioned ;  but  the  generality  believe  otherwife,  and 
the  following  curious  extract  from  one  of  his  pieces  will 
plainly  fhew,  that  he  was  very  converfant  in  his  youth  with 
fuch  fort  of  authors.  "  When  very  early  in  my  youth  I 
*'  had  an  inclination  to  read  the  antient  writers,  efpecially 
"  the  poets,  and  yet  heard  learned  men  fay,  that  thefe  in- 
*^'  flruments  of  wantonnefs,  meaning  their  obfcene  verfes, 
*'  ought  carefully  to  be  avoided  on  account  of  their  dan- 
"  gerous  confequences  at  that  time  of  life,  I  confidered  with 
"  myfelf  how  to  read  them  with  fafety,  and  I  determined  in 
"  this  manner.  I  voluntarily  laid  myfelf  under  vows  of  the 
"  flrifeft  temperance :  for  as  Terence  fays,  fine  Cerere  ^ 
*'  Baccho  friget  Venus,  Lovers  cold  without  good  eating  and 
*'  drinking  j    and  as    Euripides,    Love  thrives  with  plenty, 

*«  but 


S  C  I  O  P  P  I  U  S.  299 

*'  hut  with  hunger  dies.     So  Tcrtullian,   Monftrum  habere- 

"  tur  libido  fine  gula  -,  that  is,  a  temperate  lujiful  man  would 

"  be  dce?ned  a  7nonJ}er,     The  bubblings  of  luft  are  the  effe6ts 

"  of  a  vigorous  body  ;  but  this  vigour  is  raifed  and  kept  up 

"  by  very  high  living.     Wherefore  I  changed  my  wine  for 

*'  water,   becaufe  I  was  unwilling,  as  Plato  fays,  to  add  fire 

"  to  fire.     I  likewife  baniflied  all  flefh-meat  from  my  table, 

'^  not  only  for   its  heavincfs,  but  that  it  might  not  beget  in 

*'  me^    to  ufe  the  words  of  Clemens,   too  great  an  itching  to 

*'  love-affairs  :   for,  as  is  moft  truly  affirmed   by  St.  Jerom, 

"  efus  carnis  eft  Jeminarium  libidinis^  that    is,  the  eating   of 

'-^  fejh  is  the  nurfing  of  hfl.     Nay,   I  went  farther  ;  I  ba- 

"  nifhed  even  eggs  and  fifh,   having  too  often  found  by  ex- 

''  perience,  that  thefe  were   not  without  their   ftimulating 

*'  qualities,  &c."     In  the  mean  time,  notwithftanding  the 

railleries  his  commentary  expofed  him  to,  it  has  never  been 

infifted  on  that  he  was  a  debauched  man.  He  was  very  juftly 

accounted  a  bad   man,  as  we  fhall  prefently   feej  but  his 

faults,   like  thofe  of   fome   other  proud,     fatirical,    paflio- 

nate  learned  men,   were  not,  as  Bayle  fays,  irregularities  of  Baylc'sdi*. 

the  body,   but  vices  of  the  mind. 

He  made  a  journey  into  Italy,  and  after  he  had  been  fome 
time  at  Verona,  returned  into  Germany  ;  from  whence  he 
went  again  into  Italy,  and  publifhed  at  f'errara  a  panegyrick 
upon  the  king  of  Spain,  and  pope  Clement  VIII.  He 
turned  Roman  catholick  in  the  year  1599,  and  whatever  was 
the  reafon  of  it,  was  very  angry  with  the  jefuits  ;  "  againft 
*'  whom,  Baillet  tells  us,  he  wrote  above  thirty  treatifes  un- 
"  der  fi(3:itious  names,  the  very  titles  whereof  are  enough  to 
"  ftrike  one  with  horror..'  On  the  other  fide,  he  inveighed  Tugj^jn, 
with  the  utmoft  fury  againft  the  proteftants,  and  follicited  des  Savans, 
the  princes  to  extirpate  them  by  the  moft  bloody  means.  *  * 
Only  read  the  title  of  a  book,  he  publifhed  at  Pavia  in  the 
year  1619:  Gafp.  Scioppii  Confliarti  Regit  Clafftcum  belli 
facri^  five,  Heldus  Redivivus  :  hoc  eji,  ad  Carolum  V,  Impe- 
ratorem  Augufium  Suaforia  de  Chrijliani  Ccrfaris  erga  Prin- 
cipes  Ecclefia  Rebelles  officio.^  deque  veris  compefcendorum  Hce- 
reticorum  Eccleficeque  in  pace  coliocandcs  rationikus.  Read  the 
title  of  another,  which  has  been  printed  at  Mentz  in  the 
year  161 2,  againft  the  celebrated  Philip  Mornay  du  Pleffis ; 

and 
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and  which,  as  he  telfs  us  in  the  title-page,  he  fcnt  to  James  f, 
of  EnglaiKl,  by  way  of  new-yenrs-gift  :  Alexipbarmacufn  Re- 
g'lum  fclli  draconum  l^  vencno  afpidum  fub  Philippi  Morn^si  de 
Flejfts  viper  Papains  h'ljloria  ahdito  appoftium^  ^  ferenijf, 
"Jncobo  Alsgva:  Britannia:  Regl  jhenee  ^anuaria  loco  muneri 
mijfum.  The  very  titles  of  his  books,  as  Baillet  fays,  are 
enough  to  frighten  a  man  of  but  moderate  courage.  He  had 
before  attacked  the  king  of  England  without  the  Icaft  regard 
to- bis  quality,  and  in  a  very  abufive  way.  Thus  in  the  year 
i6ii,  he  printed  two  books  againft  him  with  thefe  titles: 
Eeclefinjhcus  ouSloritati  Sercftijf.  D.  "Jacobi,  &€.  oppojitus,  ancf 
Collyrium  Regium  BritanntiS  Regi  graviter  ex  ocults  lahoranti 
rmneri  fnijpum  :  that  is,  Jn  Eye-fa  he  for  the  ufe  of  his  Bri- 
tannic k  mairjly.  In  the  firft  of  thefe  pieces,  he  ventured  to 
abu^e  Henry  IV  of  France  in  a  moft  outrageous  manner ; 
which  accafionea  his  book  to  be  burnt  at  Paris.  He  gloried 
in  this  diigrace  j  and  added,  that  himfelf  was  hanged  in  effigy 
m  a  farce,  that  was  a6led  before  the  king  of  England.  His 
behaviour  however  procured  him  fome  correction  ;  for,  in  the 
year  1614,  the  fervants  of  the  Englifli  ambafiador  fet  upon 
I)rm  at  Madrid,  and  mauled  him  moft  heartily.  He  boafted 
of  the  woijnds,  hereceived  in  this  conflitSl  \  for  he  was  mighty 
apt  to  boaft  of  what  he  ought  to  be  afhamed  of,  as  he  did, 
when  be  boafled  of  having  been  the  principal  contriver  of  the 
Catholic  league,  which  proved  fo  ruinous  to  the  Proteftants 
m  Germany.  Going  through  Venice  in  the  year  1607,  he 
had  a  conference  with  father  Paul,  whom  he  endeavoured  by 
,  promifes  and  threats  to  bring  over  to  the  pope's  party  :  which 

perhaps,  with  other  circumlbnces,  occafioned  his  being  im- 
prifor.ed  there  three  or  four  days.  After  he  had  fpent  many 
yeajs  in  ccnfuring,  biting,  and  defaming  every  body,  he  ap- 
plied himfelf  to  the  prophecies  ot  Holy  Scripture.  He  looked 
for  the  key  of  them ;  and  flattered  himfelf,  as  he  was  apt  to 
do  upon  all  occafions,  that  he  had  found  that  very  key  which 
St.  Peter  left,  and  which  no  body  had  found  before  him. 
Take  his  own  words,  in  his  letter  to  VoiTius  :  ea  ipfa  clave 
ad  aperiemh  ejus  tnyfleria  ufum^  quam  S.  Petrus  nobis  reliquiiy 
vix  triwen  a  quoquam  adhuc  intellenum.  He  fent  fome  of  his 
apocalyptical  chimera's  to  cardinal  Mazarine,  as  Gabriel 
Diahgsr^fi    Kaudc  hio  librarian  informs  us  -,  I  ut  the  fame  Naude  relates, 

^aJcur-4U,  that 
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that  the  cardinal  had  fomething  elfe  to  do,  than  to  examine 

them.     It  has  been  faid  by  more  writers  than  one,    that  he 

had  thoughts  at  laftof  going  back  to  the  communion  of  Pro- 

teftants  ;   but  this,  refting  originally  upon  the  finglc  teftlmony 

of  Hornius,  has  not  been  generally  believed.     He  died  in  the   Hlft.  -E^Ml 
,  G  y  p.  3&6.    !• 

year  1649.  ,  Bat.i67.S. 

Guy  Patin  relates  his  death  as  happening  this  year,  and 
adds  withal  the  following  anecdotes  of  the  Man.  "«  He  was 
*'  a  Lutheran,  fays  he,  in  his  youth  :  he  turned  Roman 
*'  Catholick  by  reading  Baronius's  Annals,  as  he  faid.  Af- 
*'  terwards  he  went  to  Rome  ;  where  he  was  a  domeftic  of 
"  cardinal  Madrucio.  He  had  a  mind  then  to  turn  Jefuit ; 
"  but  the  fociety  were  of  opinion,  tiiat  it  was  better  for  him 
*'  to  remain  a  layman,  and  that  he  could  do  them  greater 
'*  fervices,  which  he  aclually  did  by  writing  againil  Scallger. 
*'  He  made  fome  journeys  for  them  to  Germany  and  Venice. 
*'  Afterwards  he  had  a  penfion  from  the  emperor ;  but  at 
"  lad  he  declared  himfelf  an  enemy  to  the  emperor  and  the 
"  Jefults,  and  went  to  Padua  for  the  fafety  of  his  perfon, 
**  where  he  lived  fecnre  from  all  his  enemies,  having  obtained 
««  a  pardon  for  his  pail  life  from  the  republic  of  Venice.  He 
■"  is  fufpeded  to  be  the  moft  confiderablc  author  of  many 
**  fmall  pieces  publifhcd  againft  the  Jefuits  thefe  fifteen  ycars^ 
•'  and,  among  others,  of  the  Anatojnia  Societatis^  iff  de  Stra- 
*'  tagematis  Jefuitarum.  He  formerly  told  one  of  his  friends, 
**  who  is  alfo  very  much  mine,  that  cardinal  Baronius  had 
*'  folllclted  him  by  letters,  when  he  was  in  Germany,  to 
**  turn  Catholic  ;  and  promifed  in  that  cafe  to  procure  him  a 
**  cardinars  hat ;  and  that  Baronius  himfelf  hoped  to  be  rrxade 
*«  pope  after  Paul  V." 

He  was  Indifputably  a  very  learned  man  ;  and  had  his  mo- 
deration and  probity  been  equal  to  his  learning,  might 
juftly  have  been  accounted  an  hero  in  the  republic  of  letters, 
his  application  to  ftudy,  his  memory,  the  multitude  of  his 
books,  and  his  quicknefs  of  parts,  arc  furprifing  things.  Fer- 
rarius  tells  us,   that  he  ftudied  day  and  night ;   that  during   in  prolu- 

the  fourteen  laft  years  of  his  life,   he  kept  himfelf  ftiut  up  in   ^.""f^  ^"' 

■'  ...  titulus,  r/A 

a  little  room,   and  that   his  converfation   with  thofe,   who  »«j  LitaoKf^ 

went  to  vifit  him,  runonly  upon  learning  ;  that,  like  another  ''"'"• 

Ezra,  he  might  have  reftored  the  holy  fcripttire,   if  it  had 

been 
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been  lofl ;  for  that  he  could  repeat  it  almofi:  by  heart;  and 
that  the  number  of  his  books  exceeded  the  number  of  his 
years.  He  left  behind  him  alfo  feveral  manufcripts,  which, 
as  Morhoff  tells  us,  "  remained  in  the  hands  of  John  Mi- 
"  chael  Picruccius,  profelTor  at  Padua,  and  are  not  yet  pub- 
Polyhlft.  "  lifhed,  to  the  no  fmall  indignation  of  the  learned  world." 
L.I.  cap.vii.  ^jj  j.|^j^^  notwithftanding,  he  was  a  man  of  a  vile  heart,  of 
a  malign  fpirit ;  and  of  a  flanderous  tongue  ;  and  one,  who, 
on  account  of  his  fpiteful  and  injurious  way  of  calumniating 
all  that  were  eminent  for  their  learning,  was  juftly  called 
the  Grainmaticai  Cur,  He  did  not  fpare  the  beft  writers  of 
antient  Rome,  not  even  Cicero  himfelf.  "  The  accufer  of 
*'  Cicero,*'  fays  Balzac,  in  a  letter  to  Chapelain,  *'  about 
*'  whom  you  defire  to  be  informed,  is  the  dreadful  Sciop- 
*'  pius.  He  has  publiftied  a  book  at  Milan,  in  which  he  ac- 
"  cufcs  Cicero  of  improprieties  and  barbarifms.  There  is 
"  but  one  copy  of  it  in  France,  and  meffieurs  du  Puy  lent  it 
*^  me,  when  I  was  at  Paris.  This  injuftice  done  to  Cicero 
*'  would  prove  a  confolation  to  Scaliger,  if  he  was  to  return 
''  again  into  the  world.  But  I  expedt  that  the  fame  Sciop- 
*'  pius  will  ftiortly  put  out  another  book,  wherein  he  will 
*'  undertake  to  prove,  thatCato  was  a  wicked  man,  and  Ju- 
*'  lius  Casfar  a  bad  foldier."  However,  as  Bayle  very  well 
obferves,  his  boldnefs  in  criticifmg  the  ftile  or  expreflions  of 
Cicero  will  be  lefs  furprifing,  if  it  be  confidered,  that  this 
father  of  eloquence  has  been  cenfured  by  fuch  men  at  ail 
times. 

SCOTT  (Dr.  John)  an  eminent  and  learned  Englifli 

divine,  was  fon  of  Mr.  Thomas  Scott,  a  fubftantial  grazier ; 

and  was  born   in  the  parifh  of  Chepingham  in  Wiltfhire, 

Wood's  A-     about  the  year  1638.  He  ferved  as  an  apprentice  in  London, 

then.  Oxon.   much  againft  his  will,  for  about  three  years  ;   but  his  humour 

'*  "•  inclining  him  flrongly  to  learning,   he  quitted  his  trade,  and 

went  to  Oxford.     He  was  admitted  of  New  Inn  a  commoner 

in  1657,  ^"^  made  a  great  progrels  in  logic  and  philofophy  ; 

but  left  the  univerfity  without  taking  a  degree,   and  getting 

into  holy  orders,  at  laft  became  minifter  of  St.  Thomas's  in 

South wark.     In   1677,   he  was  made  redlor  of  St.  Peter's 

Poor  ill  London  ;  and  was  collated  to  a  prebend  in  St.  Paul's 

cathedral 
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cathedral  in  1684.  In  1685,  he  accumulated  the  degrees  of 
bachelor  and  dotSlor  in  divinity,  having  before  taken  no  de- 
gree in  arts  or  any  other  faculty.  In  1691,  he  fucceeded  f afti,  v.  ix. 
Dr.  Sharp,  afterwards  archblfhop  of  York,  in  the  rectory  of 
St.  Giles's  in  the  fields  ;  and  the  fame  year  was  made  canon 
of  Windfor.  Mr.  Wood  fays,  that  "  he  might  foon  after 
"  have  been  a  bifhop,  had  not  fome  f&ruples  hindered  him  ;'* 
and  Dr.  Hlckes  has  told  us,  what  thofe  fcruples  were  :.  ''  he  Preface  to 
*'  refufed,  fays  he,  the  bifhoprick  of  Chefter,  becaufe  he  courfes  on 
*'  could  not  take  the  oath  of  homage  ;  and  afterwards  ano-  Burnet  and 
*'  ther  bifhoprick,  the  deanery  of  Worcefter,  and  a  prebend 
"  of  the  church  of  Windfor,  becaufe  they  all  were  places  of 
"  deprived  men."  He  died  the  loth  of  March  1694,  and 
was  buried  in  St.  Giles's  church  ;  his  funeral  fermon  was 
preached  by  Dr.  Ifham,  and  afterward  printed  in  1695,  4to. 
In  this  fermon  we  are  told,  that  he  had  many  virtues  in  him 
of  no  ordinary  growth  :  piety  towards  God  ;  kindnefs,  friend- 
fhip,  affability,  fincerity  towards  men  ;  zeal  and  conftancy 
in  the  difcharge  of  the  paftoral  office  ;  and,  in  a  word,  all 
thofe  graces  and  virtues,  which  make  tl\e  good  Chriftian  and 
the  good  man.  When  popery  was  encroaching  under  the 
reigns  of  Charles  II  and  James  II,  he  was  one  of  thofe  worthy 
champions,  who  oppofed  it  with  great  warmth  and  courage  : 
in  the  dedication  of  a  fermon,  preached  at  Guildhall  chapel 
on  the  5th  of  November  1673,  to  fir  William  Hooker,  lord 
mayor  of  London,  he  declares,  that  "  Domitian  and  Dio- 
"  clefian  were  but  puny  perfecutors  and  bunglers  in  cruelty, 
*'  compared  with  the  infallible  cut-throats  of  the  apoftolical 
«  chair." 

This  learned  and  worthy  divine  wrote  an  excellent  work, 
called  "  The  Chriftian  Life  ;"  which  has  been  often  printed, 
and  much  read.  The  firft  part  was  publifhed  in  1681  in  8'/o, 
with  this  title  :  "  The  Chriftian  Life,  from  its  beginning  to 
its  confummation  in  glory,  together  with  the  feveral  means 
and  inftruments  of  Chrlftianity  conducing  thereunto,  with  di- 
*'  regions  for  private  devotion  and  forms  of  prayer,  fitted  to 
*'  the  feveral  ftates  of  Chriftians  :"  in  1685,  the  firft  volume 
of  part  the  fecond,  ''  wherein  the  fundamental  principles  of 
''  Chriftian  duty  are  afligned,  explained,  and  proved  :**  in 
1 686,  the  fecond  volume  of  the  fecond  part,  *'  wherein  the 

^^  dodtrine 
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**  dodtrine  of  our  Saviour's  mediation  is  explained  and  proved.*' 
To  thefe  volumes  of  the  "  Chriftian  Life"  the  pious  author 
intended  a  continuation  and  perfection,  had  not  long  infir- 
mity, and  afterwards  death,  prevented  him. 

He  publifhed  two  pieces  againft  the  Papiils  :  I.  *'  Exami- 
*'  nation  of  BclJarminc's  eighth  note  concerning  faniSfity  of 
**  dodrine."  2.  "  The  texts  examined,  which  Papifts  cite 
*'  out  of  the  Bible  concerning  prayer  in  an  unknow^n  tongue." 
Both  thefe  pieces  vi'ere  printed  together  in  4to,  in  Odfober 
1688,  king  James  ftill  fitting  upoa  the  throne. — He  wrote 
alfo,  '*  Certain  Cafes  of  Confcience  refolved,  concerninsr  the 
•'  lawfulnefs  of  joining  with  forms  of  prayer  in  public  wor- 
*' fhip,"  1683,  in  two  parts:  which  were  both  reprinted^ 
and  inferted  in  the  fecond  volume  of  a  work,  intitled,  "  A 
''  CoUedion  of  Cafes  and  other  Difcourfes  lately  written  to 
"  recover  DiiTenters  to  the  Communion  of  the  Church  of 
*'  England."  1685,   4to. 

He  publifhed,  laftly,  at  different  times,  twelve  fermons, 
preached  upon  public  and  particular  occaHons ;  which  we 
fuppofe  may  have  been  colleded  and  printed  together. 

SCOT  (Reynolde)  a  very  learned  Englifh  gentleman, 
was  a  younger  fon  of  fir  John  Scot,  of  Scot's-Hall,  near 
Smeeth  in  Kent,  where  he  was  probably  born  ;  and  at  about 
Wood*s  A-  feventeen  years  of  age  was  fent  to  Hart- Hall  in  Oxford.  He 
retired  to  his  native  country  without  taking  a  degree,  and 
fettled  at  Smeeth  ;  and  marrying  foon  after,  gave  himfelf  up 
folely  to  folid  reading,  to  the  perufmg  obfcure  authors,  that 
had  by  the  generality  of  fcholars  been  negleded,  and  at  times 
of  leifure  to  hufbandry  and  gardening.  In  1576,  he  publifh- 
ed a  fecond  edition,  for  we  know  nothing  of  the  Rrtt,  of  "  A 
*'  Perfect  Platform  of  a  Hop-Garden,"  &c.  in  410  :  and  in 
1584,  another  work,  which  ihewed  the  great  depth  of  his  rc- 
fearches,  and  the  uncommon  extent  of  his  learning,  intitled, 
"The  Difcoverie  of  Witchcraft,"  &c.  reprinted  in  165 1, 
4to,  with  this  tide  :  "  Scot's  Difcovery  of  Witchcraft ;  prov- 
*'  ing  the  common  opinion  of  witches  contra<^ting  with  de- 
*'  vils,  fpirits,  familiars,  and  their  power  to  kill,  torment, 
"  and  confume  the  bodies  of  men,  women,  and  children,  or 
*'  other  creatures  by  difeafes  or  otherwife,  their  flying  in  the 

"  air. 
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airj  &c.  to  be  but  imaginary  erroneous  conceptions  and  no- 
**  velties.  XVherein  alfo  the  practices  of  witchmongers,  con- 
*'  jurers,  inchanters,  foothfayers  ;  alfo  the  delufions  of  aftro- 
*'  logy,  alchemy,  legerdemain,  and  many  other  things  are 
''  opened,  that  have  long  lain  hidden,  though  very  neceffary 
"  to  be  known  for  the  undeceiving  of  judges,  juftices,  and 
*'  juries,  and  for  the  prefervation  of  poor  people,  &c.  With 
*'  a  treatife  upon  the  nature  of  fpirits  and  devils,*'  &c.  In 
the  preface  to  the  reader  he  declares,  that  his  defign  in  this 
undertaking  was,  "  firft,  that  the  glory  of  God  be  not  fo 
*'  abridged  and  abafed,  as  to  be  thruft  into  the  hand  or  lip  of 
"  a  lewd  old  woman  ;  whereby  the  work  of  the  Ci-eator 
*'  (hould  be  attributed  to  the  power  of  a  creature :  fecondly^ 
''  that  the  religion  of  the  gofpel  may  be  feen  to  (land  with- 
"  out  fuch  peeviih  trumpery  :  thirdly,  that  favor  and  chrif- 
*'  tian  compaflion  be  rather  ufed  towards  thefe  poor  fouls, 
*'  than  rigor  and  extremity,"  &c. 

A  dodrine  of  this  nature,  advanced  in  an  age,  when  the 
reality  of  witches  was  fo  univerfally  believed,  that  even  the 
great  bifhop  Jewel,  touching  upon  the  fubje6l  in  a  fermon 
before  queen  Elizabeth,  could  "  pray  God  tiiey  never  prac- 
*'  tifed  farther  than  upon  the  fubje(5l/'  muft  needs  expofe  the 
author  to  animadverfion  and  cenfure  ;  and  accordingly  a  fo- 
reign divine  informs  us,  though  Wood  fays  nothing  of  it, 
that  his  book  was  actually  burnt.  We  know  however,  that 
it  was  oppofed,  and,  as  it  fhould  feem,  by  great  authority 
too  :  for  king  James  I,  in  the  preface  to  his  Demonologie^ 
printed  firft  at  Edinburgh  1597,  and  afterwards  at  London 
1603,  obferves,  that  he  '*  wrote  that  book  chiefly  againft  the 
*'  damnable  opinions  of  Wierus  and  Scot ;  the  latter  of  whom 
•*  is  not  afhamed,  fays  his  majefty,  in  public  print  to  deny, 
*'  that  there  can  be  fuch  a  thing  as  witchcraft,  and  (o  main- 
"  tains  the  old  error  of  the  Sadducees  in  denying  of  fpirits.'* 
Dr.  John  Raynolds,  in  his  PraelecStiones  upon  the  Apocrypha, 
animadverts  on  feveral  paflages  in  Mr.  Scot's  difcovery^  &c. 
Dr.  Meric  Cafaubon  treats  him,  as  an  illiterate  perfon  ;  and 
Mr.  Jofeph  Glanvil,  whom  for  his  excellent  fcnfe  in  other 
refpeds  we  are  forry  to  be  able  to  quote  on  this  occafion,  af- 
firms, that  «'  Mr.  Scot  doth  little  but  tell  odd  tales  and  filly 
**  legends,  which  he  confutes  and  laughs  at,  and  pretends 
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*'  this  to  be  a  confutation  of  the  being  of  witches  and  appa- 
"  ritions  :  in  all  which  his  reafonings  are  trifling  and  childifh, 
*'  and  when  he  ventures  at  philofophy,  he  is  little  better  than 
«  abfurd." 

This  fenfible,  learned,  upright,  and  pious  man,  for  we 
know  that  he  pofTefTed  the  two  firft  of  thefe  qualities,  and  he 
is  unlverfally  allowed  to  have  had  alfo  the  two  laft,  died  in 
1599,  and  was  buried  among  his  anceftors  in  the  church  at 
Smeeth. 


Niceron, 
tQm*  XV* 


Siecle  dc 
Louis,  t.  II. 


S  C  U  D  E  R  Y  (George  de)  a  French  writer  of  emi- 
nence in  his  day,  was  defcended  from  an  ancient  and  noble 
family  of  Apt  in  Provence,  and  born  at  Havre  de  Grace  in 
1603.  He  fpent  part  of  his  youth  at  Apt,  and  afterwards 
came  and  fettled  at  Paris,  where  he  had  little  to  fubfift  on, 
but  what  he  acquired  by  a  prodigious  facility  in  writing.  Po- 
etry was  what  he  exercifed  himfelf  in  at  firft  :  and  he  would 
have  fucceeded  in  it  better,  if  he  had  not  fcribbled  fo  much 
of  it.  In  163/,  he  publifhed  obfervations  upon  the  Cid  of 
Corneille,  with  a  view  of  making  his  court  to  cardinal  Rich- 
elieu :  for  this  great  man  could  not  be  content  with  being 
the  greateft  flatefman  in  the  world  ;  he  would  be  a  poet,  a 
wit,  a  bel-efprit,  and  fo  became  obnoxious  to  the  pallions  of 
envy  and  jealoufy,  which  ufually  torment  that  little  tribe. 
Thefe  urged  him  to  oppofe  the  vaft  reputation  and  fuccefs  of 
the  Cid  :  he  not  only  made  the  French  academy  write  againft 
it,  but  dire(Sled  the  manner  they  fhould  do  it  in.  He  applaud- 
ed the  obfervations  of  Scudery,  and  by  his  favor  and  coun- 
tenance enabled  him  "  to  ballance,  as  Voltaire  fays,  for 
"  fome  time  the  reputation  of  Corneille."  Scudery  was  re- 
ceived a  member  of  the  academy  in  1650.  He  had  before 
been  made  governor  of  the  caftle  of  Notre-Dame  de  la  Garde 
near  Marfeilles»  In  the  mean  time,  the  greateft  part  of  his 
life  was  fpent  in  writing ;  in  which  one  would  think  his 
chief  view  was,  not  to  write  well,  but  much.  His  works 
confift  of  dramatic  pieces,  poems  of  all  kinds,  and  profe ; 
but  are  little  read.  Voltaire  fays,  "  his  name  is  better  known 
'*  than  his  works  ;"  and  this  will  always  be  the  cafe,  fmce 
nothing  excellent  and  finifhed  can  be  expedled  from  volumi- 
nous fcribblers.   Their  names  are  often  feen  in  Mercurys  and 

Gazettes. 
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Gazettes,  and  the  vulgar  talk  of  them :  but  no  body  reads 
their  books.  Scudery  died  at  Paris  the  14th  of  May  1667. 
The  great  fecundity  of  his  pen  is  treated  very  feverely  by  Boi- 
Jeau,  in  his  fecond  fatire : 

Bienheureux  Scuderi,   dont  la  fertile  plume 

Peut  tous  les  mois  fans  peine  enfanter  un  volume  !  Stc. 

SCUDERY  (MaGdeleine  i^e)  fifler  of  George  de 
Scudery,  was  born  at  Havre  de  Grace  in  1607,  and  became 
very  eminent  for  her  wit  and  her  writings.  She  went  early 
to  Paris,  and  made  herfelf  amends  for  the  want  of  that  proper 
education,  which  the  poornefs  of  her  father's  circumftances 
had  not  permitted.  Her  fine  parts  gained  her  admiflion  into 
all  aflemblies  of  the  wits,  and  even  the  learned  careffed  and 
encouraged  her.  Neceflity  put  her  firft  upon  writing  ;  and 
as  the  tafte  of  that  age  was  for  romances,  fo  fhe  turned  hef 
pen  that  way,  and  fucceeded  wonderfully  in  bitting  the  pub- 
lic humor.  Her  books  were  greedily  read,  and  fpread  her 
reputation  far  and  near.  The  celebrated  academy  of  the  Ri- 
covrati  at  Padua  complimented  her  with  a  place  in  their  fo- 
ciety  ;  and  flie  fucceeded  the  learned  Helena  Cornaro.  Seve- 
ral great  perfonages  gave  her  many  marks  of  their  regard  by 
prefents,  and  other  honors  which  they  did  her.  The  prince 
of  Paderborn,  bifliop  of  Munfler,  fent  her  his  works  and  a 
medal.  Chriftina,  queen  of  Sweden,  often  wrote  to  her,  fet- 
tled on  her  a  penfion,  and  fent  her  her  pi6^ure.  Cardinal  Ma- 
zarine left  her  an  annuity  by  his  will  :  and  Lewis  XIV,  in 
1683,  at  the  follicitation  of  Madame  de  Maintenon,  fettled 
alfo  a  good  penfion  upon  her,  which  was  always  very  punctu- 
ally paid.  This  was  not  all  :  that  pompous  and  ftately  mo- 
narch honored  her  in  a  very  particular  manner  :  he  appointed 
her  a  fpecial  audience  to  receive  her  acknowledgments,  and 
made  her  a  great  number  of  very  fine  compliments.  This 
lady  held  a  correfpondence  with  all  the  learned,  as  well  ag 
with  all  the  wits  :  and  h^r  houfe  at  Paris  was  a  kind  of  a  little 
court,  where  numbers  of  both  kinds  ufed  conftantly  to  aflem- 
ble.  She  died  the  2d  of  June  1701,  aged  94  years  ;  and  two 
churches  contended  fiercely  for  the  honor  of  poiFefring  her  re- 
mains, which  it  feems  was  thought  a  point  of  Co  much  confe- 
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quence,  as  nothing  lefs  than  the  authority  of  the  Cardinal  Je 

Noailles,  to  whom  the  affair  was  referred,  was  fufficieiit  to 

decide.     She  was  a  very  voluminous  writer,   as  well  as  her 

brother,  but  of  more  merit;  and   it   is  remarkable  of  thlfr 

lady,  that  ihe  obtained  the  iirft  prize  of  eloquence,   founded 

by  the  academy.      There   is  a  good  d^-^al  of  common- place 

panegyric  upon  her,  in  the Tecond  volume  of  the  Menagiana, 

which  feems  to  have  flowed  from  the  perfonal  regard  Menage 

had  for  her  :  but  her  merits  are  better  fettled  by  Mr.  Boileau 

in  the  Difcours,  prefixed  to  his  dialogue,  intitled,  Les  Heros 

S'e  I  de       ^^  Roman.     Voltaire  fays,  that   "  {he  is  now  better  known 

Louis  XIV.   "  by  fomc  agreeable  verfes  which  (he  left,  than  by  the  enor- 

tom.  II.        «  nious  Romances  of  Clelia  and  of  Cyrus." 

SEBASTIANO,  called  del  Piombo-  from  an  office 
given  him  by  pope  Clement  VII,  in  the  lead-mines,  was  an 
eminent  painter  at  Venice,  where  he  was  born  in  the  year 
1485.  He  was  defigned  by  his  father  for  the  profefTion  of 
mufic,  which  he  pradifed  for  feme  time  with  reputation  :  till 
following  at  laft  the  more  powerful  dictates  of  nature,  he  be- 
took himfelf  to  painting.  He  became  a  difciple  of  old  Gio- 
vanni Bellino ;  continued  his  ftudies  under  Giorgione ;  and 
having  attained  an  excellent  manner  of  coloring,  went  to- 
Rome.  Here  he  infmuated  himfelf  fo  far  into  the  favor  of 
Michael  Angelo,  by  Tiding  with  him  and  his  party  againit  Ra- 
phael ;  that,  pleafed  with  the  fweetnefs  and  beauty  of  his  pen- 
cil, Michael  immediately  furniflied  him  with  fome  of  his  own 
defigns  ;  and  letting  them  pafs  under  Sebaftian^s  name,  cried 
him  up  for  the  beft  painter  in  Rome.  And  indeed  fo  univer- 
fal  was  the  applaufe,  which  he  gained  by  his  piece  of  Laza- 
rus raffed  from  the  dead^  (the  defign  of  which  had  likewife  been 
given  him  by  Michael  Angelo)  that  nothing  but  the  famous. 
transfiguration  of  Raphael  could  eclipfe  him.  He  has  the 
name  of  being  the  firft,  who  invented  the  art  of  preparing 
plailler-walls  for  oyl  painting,  with  a  compofition  of  pitch, 
maftick,  and  quick- lime  ;  but  was  generally  fo  flow  and  lazy 
in  his  performances,  that  other  hands  were  often  employed  in 
finifbing  what  he  had  begun.     He  died  in  1547. 

SECKEN- 
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"SECKENDORF  (  Gui-Louis  de  )  a  very  learned 
German,  was  defcended  from  ancient  and  noble  families ;  and 
born  at  Aurach,  a  town  of  Franconia,  in  the  year  1626.  He 
made  good  ufe  of  a  liberal  education,  and  was  not  only  a 
mafter  of  the  French,  Latin,  Greek,  and  Hebrew  languages, 
but  had  alfo  fome  (kill  in  mathematics  and  the  Sciences.  The 
great  progrefs  he  made  in  his  youth  coming  to  the  ears  of 
Erneftus  the  pious,  duke  of  Sax-Gotha,  this  prince  fent  for 
him  from  Cobourg,  where  he  then  was,  to  be  educated  with 
his  children.  He  (laid  two  years  at  Gotha,  and  then  went  in 
1642  to  Strafburg  :  but  returned  to  Gotha  in  1646,  and  was 
made  honorary  librarian  to  the  duke.  Afterwards,  in  1651, 
he  was  made  aulic  and  ecclefiaftxal  counfcllor  ;  and  in  1663, 
a  counfeMor  of  ftate,  firft  minifter,  and  fovereign  dire6tor  of 
the  confiftory.  The  year  after,  he  went  into  the  fervice  of 
Maurice,  duke  of  Saxe-Zeift,  as  counfellor  of  ftate  and  chan- 
cellor ;  and  was  no  lefs  regarded  by  this  new  mafter,  than  he 
had  been  by  the  duke  ofSax-Gotha.  He  continued  with 
him  till  his  death,  which  happened  in  1681  ;  and  then  retired 
from  all  bufmefs  into  a  ftate  of  repofe  and  tranquillity,  where 
he  compofed  a  great  many  works.  Neverthelefs,  in  169 1, 
Frederic  III,  ele<5lor  of  Brandenburg,  drew  him  again  out  of 
his  retreat,  and  made  him  a  counfellor  of  ftate  and  chancellor 
of  the  univerfity  of  Hall.  He  could  not  avoid  accepting  thefe 
dignities,  but  he  did  not  enjoy  them  long  ;  for  he  died  at  Hall 
the  i8th  of  December  1692,  when  he  was  within  two  days 
of  completing  his  66th  year.  He  was  twice  married,  but  had 
only  one  Ton,  who  furvived  him.  He  was  a  good  linguift  ; 
learned  in  law,  hiftory,  divinity  ;  and  is  alfo  faid  to  have  been 
a  tolerable  painter  and  engraver.  He  wrote  a  great  many 
books ;  one  in  particular  of  moft  fingular  ufe,  which  was  pub- 
lifhed  at  Frankfort  1692,  in  two  volumes  folio,  but  is  ufuaily 
bound  up  in  one,  with  this  title :  Commentarius  Hiftoricus  & 
Apologcticus  de  Lutheranifmo,  five  de  Reformatione  Religio- 
nis  dudu  D.  Martini  Lutheri  in  magna  Germanise,  aliifque 
regionibus,  &  fpeciatim  in  Saxonia  recepta  &  ftabiiita,  &c. 
This  work  is  very  valuable  on  many  accounts,  and  particu- 
larly curious  for  feveral  fingular  pieces  and  extracts,  that  arc 
to  be  found  ia  it.    «<  He,  who  would  be  thoroughly  acquaint- 
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«  cd  with  the  hiftory  of  this  great  Man,"  fays  Mr.  Bayle, 
meaning  Luther,  "need  only  read  Mr.  de  Seckendorf's  large 
"  volume  :  it  is  in  its  kind  one  of  the  beft  books,  that  hath 
''  appeared  for  a  long  time." 

SEDLEY  (Sir  Charles)  an  Englifh  poet  and  great 
wit,  was  the  fon  of  Sir  John  Sedley,  of  Aylesford  in  Kent,  by 
a  daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Savile  ;  and  was  born  about  the  year 
1639.  At  feventeen  years  of  age,  he  became  a  fellow  com- 
moner of  Wadham  College  in  Oxford  ;  but  taking  no  degree, 
retired  to  his  own  country,  without  either  travelling  or  going 
to  the  inns  of  court.  As  foon  as  the  reftoration  was  effected, 
he  came  to  London,  in  order  to  join  the  general  jubilee  ;  and 
then  commenced  wit,  courtier,  poet,  and  gallant-  He  was  fo 
much  admired  and  applauded,  that  he  began  to  be  a  kind  of 
oracle  among  the  poets  ;  and  no  performance  was  approved  or 
condemned,  till  Sir  Charles  Sedley  had  given  judgment.  This 
made  king  Charles  jeftingly  fay  to  him,  that  nature  had  given 
him  a  patent  to  be  Apollo's  viceroy  j  and  lord  Rochefter  bears 
teftimony  to  the  fame,  when  he  puts  him  foremoft  among  the 
judges  of  poetry ; 


*'  I  loath  the  rabble,  'tis  enough  for  me, 
*'  If  Sedley,  Shadwell,  Shepherd,  Wicherly, 
*'  Godolphin,  Butler,  Buckhurft,  Buckingham, 
"  And  fome  few  more,  whom  I  omit  to  name, 
**  Approve  my  knk,  I  count  their  cenfure  fame. 

While  he  thus  grew  in  reputation  for  wit,  and  in  favor 
with  the  king,  he  grew  poor  and  debauched  :  his  eftate  was 
impaired,  and  his  morals  very  much  corrupted  ;  as  may  be 
collecSled  from  the  following  ftory  related  by  Mr,  Wood.  In 
June  1663,  Sir  Charles  Sedley,  Lord  Buckhurft,  Sir  Thomas 
Ogle,  and  others,  were  at  a  cook's  houfe  in  Bow-ftreet 
Covent-Garden ;  where  enflaming  themfelves  with  liquor, 
they  went  out  into  a  balcony,  and  excrementized  in  the  ftreet, 
^s  Mr,  Wood  exprefles  it.  When  this  was  done.  Sir  Charles 
Sedley  ftripped  himfelf  naked,  and  preached  to  the  people  in 
a  very  profane  and  fcandalous  manner.  Upon  this  a  riot  was 
raifed,  and  the  mob  grew  very  clamorous  j  they  infilled  upon 

having 
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having  the  door  opened,  but  were  oppofed  -,  yet  were  not 
quieted  till  they  had  driven  the  preacher  and  his  company  from 
the  balcony,  and  broke  all  the  windows  of  the  houfc.  This 
frolic  being  foon  fpread  abroad,  efpecially  by  the  fanatical 
party,  and  juftly  giving  offence  to  all  parties,  they  were  fum- 
moned  to  appear  in  Weftminftcr-Hall  ;  where  being  indi<Sled 
for  a  riot  before  Sir  Robert  Hyde,  they  were  all  feverely 
fined  ;  Sir  Charles  500I.  He  obferved  that  he  was  the  firft 
man  that  ever  paid  for  fhiting :  upon  which  Sir  Robert  afked 
him,  whether  he  had  read  the  book  called,  "  Tlie  compleat 
"  Gentleman  ;"  and  Sir  Charles  anfwered,  that  he  had  read 
more  books  than  his  lordfhip.  The  day  for  payment  being 
appointed,  Sir  Charles  defired  Mr.  Henry  Killigrew  and  ano- 
ther gentleman,  to  apply  to  the  king  to  get  it  ofF;  which  they 
undertook  fo  do,  but  inftead  of  getting  it  off  begged  it  for 
themfelves,  and  had  it  paid  to  a  farthing. 

After  this  affair.  Sir  Charles's  mind  took  a  more  ferious 
turn  ;  and  he  began  to  apply  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  politics. 
He  had  been  chofen,  fays  Mr.  Wood,  to  ferve  for  Romney  in 
Kent,  in  that  long  parliament,  which  began  the  8th  of  May 
i66i  ;  and  continued  to  fit  for  feveral  parliaments  after.  He 
was  extremely  active  for  the  revolution,  which  was  thought 
the  more  extraordinary,  as  he  had  received  favours  from  king 
James  II.  That  prince  had  an  amour  with  a  daughter  of  Sir 
Charles,  who  was  not  very  handfome,  James  being  remark- 
able for  not  fixing  upon  beauties  ;  and  had  created  her  coun- 
tefs  of  Dorchefter.  This  honor,  far  from  pleafmg,  fhockcd 
Sir  Charles  ;  for  as  great  a  libertine  as  he  had  been  himfelf,  he 
could  not  bear  his  daughter's  difhonour,  which  he  confidered 
as  made  more  confpicuous  by  this  exaltation.  He  therefore 
conceived  an  hatred  to  James ;  and  being  afked  one  day,  why 
he  appeared  fo  warm  for  the  revolution,  he  is  faid  to  have 
anfwered,  "  From  a  principle  of  gratitude :  for  fince  his 
"  majefty  has  made  my  daughter  a  countefs,  it  is  fit  I  fhould 
"  do  all  lean  to  make  his  daughter  a  queen."  He  lived  to 
the  beginning  of  queen  Anne's  reign. 

His  works  were  printed  in  two  volumes  8vo.  1719J  and 
confifl  of  plays,  tranflations,  fongs,  prologues,  epilogues,  and 
little  occafional  pieces.  However  amoroufly  tender  and  de- 
licate his  poems,  yet  they  have  not  much  flrength ;  nor  do 
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they  afFord  great  marks  of  genius.  The  foftnefs  of  his  verfes 
is  charaderifed  by  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  who  calls  them, 
"  Sedley*s  Witchcraft ;"  and  the  art  of  infinuating  loofe  prin- 
ciples in  clean  and  decent  language,  is  thus  afcribed  to  him  by 
the  earl  of  Rochefter  : 

<«  Sedley  has  that  prevailing,  gentle  art, 

*'  That  can  with  a  refiftlefs  charm  impart, 

**  The  loofeft  wlfhes  to  the  chafteft  heart  5 

**  Raife  fuch  a  conflict,  kindle  fuch  a  fire, 

'^  Betwixt  declining  virtue  and  defire, 

*"  'Till  the  poor  vanquifli'd  maid  difToIves  away, 

*'  In  dreams  all  night,  in  figbs  and  tears  all  day. 


Niccron,  S  E  G  R  A I S  (  JoHN  Renaqd  de  )   a  French  poet,  was 

/    Briiet.'torir   ^°^"  ^^  Caen  in  1624,   and  made  his  firft  ftudies  in  the  col- 

V,  Jege  of  the  Jefuits  there.     As  he  grew  up,  he  applied  himfelf 

to  the  French  poetry,  and  continued  to  cultivate  it  to  the  end 

of  his  life.     It  was  far  from  proving  unfruitful  to  him,  for  it 

enabled  him  to  refcue  himfelf,  four  brothers,  and  two  fifters,  from 

the  unhappy  circumftances,   in  which  the  extravagance  of  a 

father  had  left  them.     He  was  not  more  than  twenty  years  of 

age,  when  the  count  de  Frifque,  being  removed  from  court, 

retired  to  Caen  ;  and  there  was  fo  charmed  with  Segrais,  who 

had  al-ready  riven  fome  public  fpecimens  of  a  fine  genius,  that 

upon  hisrecal  he  carried  him  back  with  him,  and  introduced 

him  to  Madamoifelle  de  Montpenfier,  who  took  him  into  her 

protection  as  her  gentleman  in  ordinary.     He  continued  with 

this  princefs  a  great  many  years,  and  then  was  obliged  to  quit 

her  fervicc,  for  oppofmg  her  marriage  with  Count  de  Laufon. 

He  immediately  found   a   new  patronefs    in  Madame  de  la 

Fayette,  v;ho  admitted  him  into  her  houfe,  and  afligned  him 

apartments    He  lived  feven  years  with  this  generous  lady,  and 

then  retired  to  his  own  country,  with  a  refolution  to  fpend  the 

reft  of  his  days  in  folitude  ;   and  there  married  a  rich  heirefs, 

about  the  year  1679.     There  is  a  pafTage  in  the  Segraifiana, 

from  which  we  learn,  that  Madam  de  Maintenon  would  have 

had  him  to  court,  and   have  put  him  in  fome  place  about  the 

duke  of  Maine :  but,  as  we  are  there  told,  he  refleiled  within 

him- 
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blmfclf,  that  his  life  was  too  far  advanced  to  encourage  new 
hopes,  and  that  he  had  what  was  very  fufficient  to  maintain 
him  in  otio  cum  dignitate  ;  and  thele  refledions,  together 
with  that  faftidium  which  wife  men  foon  conceive  of  a  public 
and  cfpecially  a  court  life,  determined  him  to  reject  al]  offers, 
and  to  continue  where  he  was.  He  was  admitted  of  the 
French  academy  in  1662  ;  and  he  now  gave  a  ftable  form  to 
that  of  Caen.  He  died  at  this  place  of  a  dropfy  in  1 701.  He 
was  very  deaf  in  the  laft  years  of  his  life,  he  was  much  fougl^ 
after  for  the  fake  of  his  converfation,  which  was  always  witt^, 
folid,  and  learned  :  his  converfe  with  the  court  and  the  politff 
world  had  furniflied  him  with  a  multitude  of  curious  anec- 
dotes, which  he  had  a  very  agreable  way  of  relating.  A  great 
number  of  thefe  are  to  be  found  in  the  Segraifiana,  which 
was  publilhed  many  years  after  his  death,  with  a  preface  by 
Mr.  de  la  Monnoye  :  the  beft  edition  of  it  is  that  of  Amfterdani 
1723,  in  i2mo. 

The  profe-writings  of  Segrais,  though  for  the  moft  part 
frivolous  enough,  yet  have  infinite  merit  as  to  their  ftile,  which 
may  be  confidered  as  a  ftandard.  Of  this  kind  are  his  Nou- 
velles  Francoifes,  and  the  romances  called  La  Princeffe  de 
Cleves  and  Zayde  :  Madam  de  la  Fayette  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  a  partner  with  him  in  the  romances,  the  latter  of  which 
has  been  often  printed,  with  Mr.  Huet's  Originedes  Romans 
prefixed.  This  piece  was  written  on  purpofe  for  it,  and  is, 
fays  Voltaire,  a  work  of  great  ufe.  But  it  is  principally  for 
his  poems,  that  Segrais  was  fo  diftinguifhed  in  his  day  :  and  Louis  XIV. 
thefe  confift  of  Diverfes  Poeiies,  printed  at  Paris  in  1658,  4to.  ^°^'  ^^ 
Athis,  a  paftoral ;  and  a  tranflation  of  VirgiFs  Georgics  and 
iEneid.  "  His  Eclogues  and  his  Tranflation  of  Virgil  were 
"  efteemed,  fays  Voltaire  ;  but  now  they  are  not  read,  h  is 
"  remarkable,  that  Breboeuf's  Pharfalia  is  ftill  read,  while 
"  Segrais's  JEnc'id  is  intirely  negle£led  :  nevertheiefs,  Boileau 
**  praifes  Seginis,  and  depreciates  Breboeuf.  — Mademoifelle 
"  calls  Segrais,  a  fort  of  a  wit :  but  he  was  indeed  a  very 
*'  great  wit,  and  a  man  of  real  learning." 

S  E  L  D  E  N  (  John  )  an  EngUfli  gentleman  of  mod  ex* 
tenfive  knowledge  and  prodigious  learning,  was  defcended 
from  a  good  family,  and  born  at  Salvinton  near  Terring  in 
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Suflfcx,  the  i6th  of  December  1584.  He  was  educated  at  the 
free-fchool  in  Chichefter  j  and  at  fixteen  years  of  age,  was 
lent  to  Hart-Hall  in  Oxford,  where  he  continued  about  three 
years.  Then  he  entered  himfclf  of  Clifford's  Inn  London, 
in  order  to  ftudy  the  law  ;  and  about  two  years  after  removed 
to  the  Inner  Temple,  where  he  foon  acquired  a  great  reputa- 
tion by  his  learning.  His  firft  friendfliips  were  with  Sir  Ro- 
bert Cotton,  Sir  Henry  Spelman,  Camden,  and  Ufher,  all  of 
them  learned  in  antiquities  ;  which  was  alfo  Mr.  Selden's  fa- 
vorite obje6t.  In  1610,  he  began  to  diftinguifli  himfelf  by 
publications  in  this  way,  and  put  out  two  pieces  that  year^ 
Jani  Anglorum  facies  altera,  and  Duello,  or  the  Original  of 
fingle  Combat.  In  1612  he  publifhed  notes  and  illuftrations 
on  the  firft  eighteen  fongs  in  Michael  Drayton's  Pcly-Olbion^ 
and  the  year  after  wrote  verfes  in  Greek,  Latin,  and  Englifh, 
upon  Browne's  Britannia  s  Pajiorals  \  which,  with  divers 
poems  prefixed  to  the  works  of  other  authors,  occafioned  Sir 
John  Suckling  to  give  him  a  place  in  his  Seflion  of  the  poets. 
In  1614,  came  out  his  "  Titles  of  Honour,"  a  work  much 
efteemed  at  home  and  abroad  ;  and  which,  "  as  to  what  con- 
*'  cerns  our  nobility  and  gentry,  fays  a  certain  writer,  all  will 
"  allow  ought  firft  to  be  perufed,  for  the  gaining  a  general 
.**  notion  of  the  diftinftion  from  an  emperor  down  to  a  coun- 
"^  try-gentleman.**  In  1616,  he  publiftied  Notes  on  For- 
tefcue  de  legibus  Angliae  ;  and  in  1617,  De  Diis  Syris  Syn- 
tagmata Duo,  which  was  reprinted  at  Leyden  1629,  in  8vo. 
by  Ludovicus  de  Dieu,  after  it  had  been  revifed  and  enlarged 
by  Selden  himfelf, 

Mr.  Selden  was  not  yet  above  three  and  thirty  years  of  age  ; 
.and  yet  he  had  ftiewn  himfelf  a  great  philologift,  antiquary, 
herald,  and  linguift  :  and  his  name  was  fo  wonderfully  ad- 
vanced,  not  only  at  home,  but  in  foreign  countries,  that  he 
was  a£lually  then  become,  what  he  was  afterwards  ufually 
ftiled,  the  great  didator  of  learning  to  the  Englifli  nation.  In 
1 61 8,  when  he  was  in  his  34th  year,  his  "  Hiftory  of 
''  Tithes,**  was  printed  in  4to.  in  the  preface  to  which,  he 
reproaches  the  clergy  with  ignorance  and  lazinefs,  with 
having  nothing  to  keep  up  their  credit,  but  beard,  title,  and 
habit,  their  ftudies  not  reaching  farther  than  the  breviary,  the 
poftils,  and  polyanthea  j  in  the  work  itfblf  he  endeavours  to 
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fhew,  that  tithes  are  not  due  under  chrirtianity  by  divine  right, 
thouo^h  he  allows  the  clergy's  title  to  them  by  the  laws  of  the 
land.  This  book  gave  great  offence  to  the  clergy,  and  was 
animadverted  on  by  feveral  writers  ;  by  Dr.  Richard  Monta- 
gue, afterwards  bifhop  of  Norwich,  in  particular.  The  au- 
thor was  alfo  called,  not  indeed  before  the  high  commiflion 
court,  as  fome  have  reprefented,  but  before  fome  lords  of  the 
high  commiffion  and  alfo  of  the  privy  council,  and  obliged  to 
make  a  fubmlfTion  ;  which  he  did  moft  willingly  for  publifhing 
a  book,  which  againft  his  intention  had  given  offence,  yet 
without  recanting  any  thing  contained  in  it,  whiqh  he  never 
did. 

In  1 621,  king  James  being  difpleafed  with  the  parliament, 
and  having  imprifoned  feveral  members,  whom  he  fufpe£led  of 
oppoiing  his  meafures,  ordered  Mr.  Selden  likewife  to  be  com- 
mitted to  the  cuftody  of  the  fheriff  of  London  :  for,  though 
he  was  not  then  a  member  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  yet  he 
had  been  fent  for  and  confulted  by  them,  and  had  given  his 
opinion  very  ftrongly  in  favor  of  their  privileges,  in  oppofition 
to  the  court.  However,  by  the  intereft  of  Andrews,  bifhop 
of  Winch efter,  he  with  the  other  gentlemen  was  fet  at  liberty 
in  five  weeks.  He  then  returned  to  his  fludies,  and  wrote 
and  publifhed  learned  works,  as  ufual.  In  1623,  he  was 
chofen  a  burgefs  for  Lancafter  ;  but  amidft  all  the  divifions, 
with  which  the  nation  was  then  agitated,  kept  himfelf  perfe6l- 
Jy  neuter.  In  1625,  he  was  chofen  again  for  great  Bedwin 
in  Wiltfhire ;  and  in  this  firtt  parliament  of  king  Charles, 
declared  himfelf  warmly  againft  the  duke  of  Buckingham, 
and,  when  that  nobleman  was  impeached  in  1626,  was  one  of 
the  managers  of  the  articles  againft  him.  He  oppofed  the 
court-party  the  three  following  years  with  great  vigour  in 
many  fpeeches.  The  king,  having  diffolved  the  parliament 
in  1629,  ordered  feveral  members  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
to  be  brought  before  the  King's  Bench  bar,  and  to  be  com-^ 
mitted  to  the  Tower.  Mr.  Selden,  being  one  of  this  number, 
infifted  upon  the  benefit  of  the  laws,  and  refufed  to  make  any 
fubmiffion  to  the  court ;  upon  which  he  was  removed  to  the 
King's  Bench  prifon.  He  was  releafed  the  latter  end  of  the 
year,  though  it  does  not  appear  how  j  only,  that  the  parlia- 
ment 
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m<;nt  in  1646  ordered  him  5000!.  for  the  lofles  he  had  fuf- 
taincd  on  that  occafion.  In  1630,  he  was  again  committed  to 
cultody,  with  the  earls  of  Bedford  and  Clare,  Sir  Robert  Cot- 
ton, and  Mr.  St.  John,  being  accufed  of  having  difperfed  a 
libel,  intitled,  "  A  Propofition  for  his  Majefty's  fervice  to 
*'  bridle  the  impertinency  of  Parliaments  ;'*  but  it  was  proved, 
that  Sir  Robert  Dudley,  then  living  in  the  duke  of  Tufcany*s 
dominions,  was  the  author.  All  thefe  various  imprlfonments 
and  tumults  gave  no  interruption  to  his  ftudies  ;  brut  he  pro- 
ceeded, in  his  old  way,  to  write  and  publifh  books. 

King  James  had  ordered  Mr.  Selden  to  make  collections 
proper  to  Ihew  the  right  of  the  crown  of  England  to  the  domi- 
nion of  the  fea,  and  he  had  engaged  in  the  work  ;  but  upon 
the  affront,  he  had  received  by  his  imprifonment,  laid  it  a- 
fide.  However  in  1634,  a  difpute  arifing  between  the  En- 
glifli  and  the  Dutch  concerning  the  herring-fiOiery  upon  the 
Britilh  coaft,  and  Grotlus  having  before  publifhed  in  1609, 
his  Mare  Liberum  in  favor  of  the  latter,  Mr.  Selden  was 
prevailed  upon  by  archbifhopLaud,  who,  though  he  did  not 
love  his  principles  in  church  and  ftate-afFairs,  yet  could  not 
help  revering  him  for  his  learning  and  manners,  to  draw  up 
his  Mare  Claufum  ;  and  it  was  accordingly  publifhed  in  1636. 
This  book  recommended  him  highly  to  the  favor  of  the  court, 
and  he  might  have  had  any  thing  he  would  ;  but  his  attach- 
ment to  h's  books,  together  with  his  great  love  of  eafe,  made 
him  indifferent,  if  not  averfe,  to  pofts  and  preferment.  In 
1640,  he  publifhed,  I>e  Jure  Naturali  &  Gentiumjuxta  difci- 
plinam  Hebrseorum,  folio.  Mr.  Puffendorff  applauds  this 
work  highly  ;  but  his  tranflator  Barbeyrac  obferves,  with  re^ 
gard  to  it,  that  "  beftdes  the  extreme  diforder  and  obfcurity, 
"  which  are  juftly  to  be  cenfured  in  his  manner  of  writing,  he 
"  does  not  derive  his  principles  of  the  taw  of  nature  from  the 
*'  pure  light  of  reafon,  but  merely  from  the  feven  precepts 
"  given  to  Noah  ; — and  frequently  contents  himfelf  with  ci- 
"  ting  the  decifions  of  the  rabbins,  without  giving  himfelf  the 
*'-  trouble  to  examine,  whether  they  be  jufl  or  not."  Monf. 
ic  Glerc  fays,  that  in  this  book  Mr.  Selden  "  has  only  copied 
"  the  Rabbins,  and  fcarce  ever  reafons  at  all.  His  rabbini- 
"  cal  principles  is  founded  upon  an  uncertain  Jewifh  tradition, 
'*  namely,   that  God  £;avc  to  Noah  feven  precepts,  to  be  ob- 
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**  ferved  by  all  mankind  :  which,  if  it  (hould  be  denied,  the 
*'  Jews  would  find  a  difficulty  to  prove.  Befides,  his  ideas 
*'  are  very  imperfedt  and  embarrafled."  There  is  certainly 
fohie  foundation  for  this  ;  and  virhat  is  here  faid  coiicerning 
this  particular  work,  may  be  more  or  leCs  applied  to  all  he 
wrote.  Mr.  Selden  had  a  vaft  memory  and  prodigious  learn- 
ing ;  and  thcfe  hdd  oftentimes  the  fame  effect  on  him,  as  they 
have  always  on  men  of  lower  abilities,  fuch  as  Dodweli  for 
inftance  :  that  is,  they  checked  and  impeded  the  ufe  of  his 
reafoning  faculty,  perplexed  and  embarafled  his  ideas,  and 
crowded  his  writings  with  citations  and  authorities,  to  fupply 
the  place  of  fenfe  and  argument. 

The  fame  year,  164O,   he  was  chofen  member  of  parlia- 
ment for  the  univerfity  of  Oxford  ;   and,   though  he  was  a- 
gainfl  the  court,  yet  in  1642  the  king  had  thoughts  of  taking 
thefeal  from  the  lord  keeper  Littleton,  and  giving  it  to  him. 
The  lord  Clarendon  tells  us,  that  the  lord  Falkland  and  him- 
felf,  to  whom  his  majefty  referred  the  confideration  of  that   Hiftorv^f 
affair,   "  did  not  doubt  of  Mr.  Selden's  affe(^ion  to  the  king  ;   theRebd- 
"  but  withall  they  knew  him  fo  well,  that  they  concluded  he    ^^""^^^^ 
■**  would  abfolutely  refufe  the  place,  if  rr  were  offered  to  hrm. 
"  He  was  in  years,  continues  the  noble  hillorian,  and  of  a 
*'  tender  conftitution  :   he  had  for   many  years  enjoyed   his 
"  eafe,  which  he  loved  ;  was  rich,  and  would  not  have  made 
"  a  journey  to  York,  or  have  lain  out  of  his  own  bed,  for  any 
*'  preferment,   which  he  had  never  afFedted."     In  1643,   he 
was  appointed  one  of  the  lay- members,   to  fit  in  the  aflembly 
of  divines  at  Weftminfter,  in  which  he  frequently  perplexed 
thofe  divines  with   his  vaft  learning  :  and,  as   Mr.   White- 
locke  relates,  "  fometimes  when  they  had   cited  a  text  of  JjE^^tiJ^* 
•*  fcripture    to   prove  their  afiertion,  he  would  tdl  them,   Affairs,  p. 
*'  perhaps  in  your  little  pocket-bihles  with  gilt  leaves^  which   ^!L'    °"*^ 
*•  they  would  often  pull  out  and  read,  the  tranJJation  tnay  be 
*•  thusy  but  the  Greek  or  the  Hebrew  fignify  thus  and  thus ;  and 
*'  fo  would  totally  filence  them.'* 

About  this  time>  he  took  the  covenant ;  and  the  fame  year, 

1643,  w^s  ^y  ^^^  parliament  appointed  keeper  of  the  records 

in  the  tower.     In  1644,   he  was  cleded  one  of  the  twelve 

commiffioners  of  the  admiralty;    and  the  fame  year  v/as  no- 

{  minated  to  the  mafterfhtp  of  Trinity  college  in  CamVidge, 
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which  he  did  not  think  proper  to  'accept.  About  this  time  he 
did  great  fervices  to  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  as  appears  from 
feveral  letters  written  to  him  by  that  univerfity,  which  are 
printed  :  and  indeed  he  never  meaat  to  diflerve  or  do  mif*- 
chief  to  any  perfon  or  party,  his  only  view  in  continuing 
with  the  parhament  being  to  keep  himfelf  out  of  harm's 
way,  and  to  enjoy  as  much  eafe  as  he  could  in  very  uneafy 
and  troublefome  times.  He  never  concurred  in  any  violent 
meafures,  but  often  oppofed,  and  always  difcountenanced 
them.  Upon  the  publication  of  the  ^^r^uv  Bxc-ihixn,  Crom- 
well employed  all  his  intereft  to  engage  him  to  write  an  an- 
fwer  to  that  book  ;  but  he  abfolutely  refufed.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  1654,  his  health  began  to  decline  ;  and  he  died  the 
30th  of  November  that  year.  He  died  in  White-Friars,  at 
the  houfe  of  Elizabeth  countefs  of  Kent,  with  whom  he  had 
lived  fome  years  in  fuch  intimacy,  that  they  were  reported 
In  his  life,  ^o  he  as  man  and  wife  ;  and  Dr.  Wilkins  fuppofes,  that  the 
wealth,  which  Mr.  Selden  left  at  his  death,  was  chiefly 
owing  to  the  generofity  of  that  countefs  :  but  there  is  no 
good  reafon  for  either  of  the  furmifes.  He  was  buried  in  the 
Temple-church,  where  a  monument  was  ereded  to  him ;  and 
archbifhop  Ufher  preached  his  funeral  fermon.  He  left  a 
moft  valuable  and  curious  library  to  his  executors,  Matthew 
Hale,  John  Vaughan,  and  Rowland  Jews,  Efqrs  ;  which 
they  generoufly  would  have  beftowed  on  the  fociety  of  the 
Inner  Temple,  if  a  proper  place  fhould  be  provided  to  re- 
ceive it  J  but  this  being  negleded,  they  gave  it  to  the 
univerfity  of  Oxford. 

Mr.  Selden  was  immenfely  learned,  and  fkilled  in  He- 
brew and  oriental  languages  beyond  any  man :  Grotius 
ftiles  him  "  the  glory  of  the  Englifh  nation.'*  He  was 
knowing  in  all  laws,  human  and  divine,  yet  did  not  greatly 
trouble  himfelf  with  the  pradtice  of  law  :  he  feldom  or  ne- 
ver appeared  at  the  bar,  but  fometimes  gave  council  in  hia 
Memorials  chamber.  "  His  mind  alfo,  fays  Mr.  Whitelocke,  was  as  great, 
&c.p.6o8.  "  as  his  learning  ;  he  was  as  hofpitable  and  generous  as  any 
"  man,  and  as  good  company  to  thofe  he  liked.'*  Dr.  Wil- 
kins relates,  that  he  was  a  man  of  uncommon  gravity  and 
greatnefs  of  foul,  averfe  to  flattery,  liberal  to  fcholars,  cha- 
ritable to  the  poor  -,  and  that,  though  he  had  a  great  lati- 
tude 
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tude  In  his  principles  with  regard  to  ecclefiaftlcal  power,  yet 
he  had  a  fincere  regard  for  the  church  of  England.  Mr.  Ri- 
chard Baxter  remarks,  that  "  he  was  a  refolved  ferious 
'«  chriftian,  a  great  adverfary,  particularly  to  Hobbes's  er- 
*«  rors  ;  and  that  Sir  Matthew  Hale  affirmed,  how  he  had 
«'  feen  Selden  openly  oppofe  Hobbes  fo  earneftly,  as  either 
*«  to  depart  from  him,  or  drive  him  out  of  the  room  '*:  which 
{hews,  that,  as  Mr.  Selden  had  great  knowledge,  fo  he  had 
alfo  fome  portion  of  zeal.  But  the  nobleft  teftimony  in  fa- 
vour of  our  great  lawyer  and  fcholar  is  that  of  his  intimate 
friend  the  earl  of  Clarendon,  who  thus  defcribes  him  in  all 
parts  of  his  charader :  "  Mr.  Selden  was  a  perfon,  fays  he, 
*'  whom  no  character  can  flatter,  or  tranfmit  in  any  expref- 
*'  fions  equal  to  his  merit  and  virtue.  He  was  of  fo  ftupen- 
*'  dous  learning  in  all  kinds  and  in  all  languages,  as  may  ap- 
*'  pear  from  his  excellent  and  tranfcendent  writings,  that  a 
*'  man  would  have  thought  he  had  been  entirely  converfant 
"  among  books,  and  had  never  fpent  an  hour  but  in  reading 
<«  and  writing ;  yet  his  humanity,  courtefy,  and  affability 
''  was  fuch,  that  he  would  have  been  thought  to  have 
*'  been  bred  in  the  beft  courts,  but  that  his  good-nature, 
•'  charity,  and  delight  in  doing  good,  and  in  communicating 
"  all  he  knew,  exceeded  that  breeding.  His  ftile  in  all  his 
*'  writings  feems  harfh,  and  fometimes  obfcure  ;  which  is 
*'  not  wholly  to  be  imputed  to  the  abftrufe  fubjeds,  of  which 
»*  he  commonly  treated,  out  of  the  paths  trod  by  other  men, 
*'  but  to  a  little  undervaluing  the  beauty  of  a  ftile,  and  too 
*'  much  propenfity  to  the  language  of  antiquity :  but  in  his 
*'  converfation  he  was  the  mod  clear  difcourfer,  and  had  the 
•'  beft  faculty  in  making  hard  things  eafy,  and  prefenting 
*'  them  to  the  underftanding,  of  any  man  that  hath  been 
*'  known.  Mr,  Hyde  was  wont  to  fay,  that  he  valued 
*'  himfelf  upon  nothing  more,  than  upon  having  had  Mr. 
**  Selden's  acquaintance,  from  the  time  he  was  vt^ry  young  ; 
"  and  held  it  with  great  delight,  as  long  as  they  were  fuft'ered 
*'  to  continue  together  in  London  :  and  he  was  very  much 
''  troubled  always  when  he  heard  him  blamed,  cenfured,  and 
"  reproached  for  ftaying  in  London,  and  in  the  parliament, 
*'  after  they  were  in  rebellion,  and  in  the  worft  times, 
<'  which  his  age  pbliged  him  to  do  j   and  how  wicked  foever 
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**  the  a6^ions  were,  which  were  every  day  done,  he  was  con-» 
*'  fident  he  had  not  given  his  confent  to  them,  but  would 
*'  have  hindered  them  if  he  could  with  his  own  fafety,  to 
*'  which  he  was  always  enough  indulgent.  If  he  had  fome 
*'  infirmities  with  other  men,  they  were  weighed  down  with 
**  wonderful  and  prodigious  abilities  and  excellencies  in  the 
"  other  fcale." 

His  works  were  colleded  by  Dr.  David  Wilkins,  and 
printed  at  London  in  three  volumes  folio,  but  generally  bound 
in  fix,  1726.  The  two  firft  volumes  contain  his  Latin 
works,  and  the  third  his  Englifh.  The  editor  has  prefixed 
a  long  life  of  the  author,  and  added  feveral  pieces  never  be- 
fore publifhed  5  particularly  Utters^  poems.,  &c. 

SENECA  (Lucius  Annjeus)  a  Stoic  philofopher,  was 
born  at  Corduba  in  Spain,  about  the  beginning  of  the 
chriftian  sera,  of  an  Equeftrian  family,  which  had  probably 
been  tranfplanted  thither,  in  a  colony  from  Rome.  He  was 
the  fecond  fon  of  Marcus  Annaeus  Seneca,  commonly  called 
the  rhetorician,  whofe  remains  are  printed  under  the  title  of 
Suaforia,  Cf  Controverfiay  cum  Declamationum  Excerptis ) 
and  his  youngeft  brother  Annaeus  Mela,  for  there  were  three 
of  them,  was  memorable  for  being  the  father  of  the  poet 
Lucan.  He  was  removed  to  Rome,  together  with  his  father 
and  the  reft  of  his  family,  while  he  was  yet  in  his  infancy  ; 
and  fo  very  fmall,  that,  as  he  himfelf  tells  us,  he  was  car* 
Confoh  ad.  J'ied  thither  in  the  arms  of  his  aunt :  maiertera  manibus  in 
Heiv.  c.  urbem  perlatus  fum.  There  he  was  educated  in  the  moft  libe- 
ral  manner,  and  under  the  beft  niafters.  He  learned  his  elo- 
quence from  his  father ;  but  his  genius  rather  leading  him 
to  philofophy,  he  put  himfelf  under  the  ftoics  Attalus,  So- 
tion,  and  Papirius  Fabianus  ;  men  famous  in  their  way, 
and  of  whom  he  has  made  honourable  mention  in  his 
writings.  It  is  probable  too,  that  he  travelled  when  he  was 
^  young,  fmce  we  find  him  in  feveral  parts  of  his  works,  par- 
ticularly in  his  ^ejiiones  Naturales,  making  very  exac^  and 
curious  obfervations  upon  Egypt  and  the  Nile.  But  this, 
though  intirely  agreeable  to  his  own  humour,  did  not  at  all 
correfpond  with  that  fcheme  or  plan  of  life,  which  his  father 
had  drawn  out  for  him  5  who  therefore  forced  him  to  the 
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tar,  and  put  him  upon  folliciting  for  public  employments  ;  To 

that  he  afterwards  became  queftor,   praetor,  and,    as  Lipfius 

.,,  ,  .  r  1  Vit.  Senec. 

Will  have  It,  even  coniul. 

In  the  firft  year  of  the  reign  of  Claudius,  when  Julia  the 
daughter  of  Germanicus  was  accufed  of  adultery  by  Meflali- 
na,  and  banifhed,  Seneca  was  baniflied  too,  being  charged 
as  one  of  the  adulterers.  Corfica  was  the  feat. of  his  exile, 
where  he  lived  eight  years  ;  "  happy^  as  he  tells  us,  in  the 
*'  midji  of  thofe  things^  which  ujually  make  other  people  mife- 
*^  rable  y  inter  eas  res  heatus,  qu^  folent  miferos  facere  :^* 
and  where  he  wrote  his  books  of  confolation,  addrefTed  to 
his  mother  Helvia,  and  to  his  friend  Polybius,  and  perhaps 
fome  of  thofe  tragedies,  which  go  under  his  name;  for  he 
fays,  modo  fe  leviorihm  Jludiis  ibi  obleSfaJJe.  When  Agrip-  Conf.  ad 
pina  was  married  to  Claudius,  as  (he  was  upon  the  death  of  ^  v.c.xvi . 
Meflalina,  fhe  prevailed  with  the  emperor  to  recal  Seneca 
from  banifhment  3  and  afterwards  procured  him  to  be  tutor 
to  her  fon  Nero,  whom  fhe  defigned  for  the  empire.  By 
the  bounty  and  generofity  of  his  royal  pupil,  he  acquired 
that  prodigious  wealth,  which  rendered  him  in  a  manner 
equal  to  kings.  His  houfes  and  walks  were  the  mod  mag- 
nificent in  Rome.  His  villas  were  innumerable  :  and  he 
had  imrn^nfe  fums  of  money  placed  out  at  intereft  in  almoft 
every  part  of  the  world.  The  hiftorian  Dio  reports  him 
to  have  had  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  fterling 
at  intereft  in  Britain  alone,  and  reckons  his  calling  it  in  all 
at  a  fum  as  one  of  the  caufes  of  a  war  with  that  nation. 

All  this  wealth  however,  together  with  the  luxury  and 
effeminacy  of  a  court,  does  not  appear  to  have  had  any  ill 
effeft  upon  the  temper  and  difpofition  of  Seneca.  He  con- 
tinued abftemious,  exadl  in  his  manners,  and,  above  all', 
free  from  the  vices,  fo  commonly  prevalent  in  fuch  places, 
flattery  and  ambition.  "  1  had  rather^  faid  he  to  Nero, 
*'  offend  you  by  fpeaking  the  truth ^  than  pleafe  you  by  lying  and 
^^  flattery  :  maluerifn  veris  offendere,  quarn  placere  adulando"  jy^ch 
How  well  he  acquitted  himfelf  in  quality  of  preceptor  to  lib.  11.  c.  f,, 
his  prince,  may  be  knovi'n  from  the  five  firft  years  of  Nero*s 
reign,  which  have  always  been  confidered  as  a  perfect  pat- 
tern of  good  government ;  and  if  that  emperor  had  but  been 
asobfervant  of  his  mafter  thro' the  whole  courfe  of  it,  as  he 
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was  at  the  beginning,  he  would  have  been  the  deh'ght,  and 
not,  as  he  afterwards  proved,  the  curfe  and  dcteftation  of 
mankind.  But  when  Poppaea  and  Tigellinus  had  got  thp 
command  of  his  humour,  and  hurried  him  into  the  moft  ex- 
travagant and  abominable  vices,  he  foon  grew  weary  of  his 
mafter,  whofe  life  muft  indeed  have  been  a  conftant  rebuke 
to  him.  Seneca  perceiving,  that  his  favour  declined  at 
court,  and  that  he  had  many  accufers  about  the  prince, 
who  were  perpetually  whifpering  in  his  ears  the  great  riches 
of  Seneca,  his  magnificent  houfes,  and  fine  gardens,  and  what 
a  favourite  through  their  means  he  was  grown  with  the  peo- 
ple, made  an  offer  of  them  all  to  Nero.  Nero  refufed  to 
accept  them,  which  however  did  not  hinder  Seneca  from 
changing  his  way  of  life ;  for,  as  Tacitus  relates,  he  "  kept 
*'  no  more  levies,  declined  the  ufual  civilities  which  had 
*«  been  paid  to  him,  and,  under  a  pretence  of  indifpofitloh 
'*  or  fome  engagement  or  other,  avoided  as  much  as  poflible 

Annal.  *'  appearing  in  public." 

hb.  xiv.  Nero  in  the  mean  time,  who,  as  it  is  fuppofed,  had  dif- 

patched  Burrhus  by  poifon,  could  not  be  eafy  till  he  had  rid 
,  himfelf  of  Seneca  alfo  :  for  Burrhus  and  Seneca  were  to  Ne- 
ro, what  Agrippa  and  Maecenas  had  been  to  Auguflus  ;  the 
one  the  manager  of  his  military  concerns,  the  other  of  his 
civil.  Accordingly  he  attempted,  by  means  of  Cleonicus, 
a  freedman  of  Seneca,  to  take  him  off  by  poifon ;  but  this 
not  fucceeding,  he  ordered  him  to  be  put  to  death,  upon  an 
'  information,  that  he  was  confcious  to  Pifo's  confplracy  a- 
gainft  his  perfon.  Not  that  he  had  any  real  proof  of  Seneca's 
being  at  all  concerned  in  this  plot,  but  only  that  he  was 
glad  to  lay  hold  of  any  pretence  for  deftroying  him.  He 
left  Seneca  however  at  liberty  to  chufe  his  manner  of  dying, 
who  caufed  his  veins  to  be  opened  immediately  3  his  friends 
ilanding  round  him,  whofe  tears  he  endeavoured  to  flop, 
fometimes  by  gently  admonifliing,  fometimes  by  (harply  re- 
buking them.  His  wife  Paulina,  who  was  very  young  in 
comparifon  of  himfelf,  had  yet  the  refolution  and  affection  to 
bear  him  company,  and  thereupon  ordered  her  veins  to  be 
opened  at  the:  fame  time;  but  as  Nero  had  no  particular 
fpite  againft  her,  and  was  not  willing  to  make  his  cruelty 
more  odious  and  infupportable  than  there  feemed  occafion 

for. 
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for,  he  gave  orders  to  have  her  death  prevented  :  upon  which 
her  wounds  were  bound  up,  and  the  blood  flopped,  in  juft 
time  enough  to  fave  her  ;  though,  as  Tacitus  fays,  {he  look- 
ed (o  miferably  pale  and  wan  all  her  life  after,  that  it  was 
eafy  to  read  the  lofs  of  her  blood  and  fpirits  in  her  counte- 
nance. In  the  mean  time  Seneca,  finding  his  death  flow  and 
lingring,  defired  Statius  Annseus  his  phyfician  to  give  him  a 
dofe  of  poifon,  which  had  been  prepared  fome  time  before, 
in  cafe  It  fhould  be  wanted  ;  but  this  not  having  its  ufual  ef- 
fe6^,  he  was  carried  to  a  hot  bath,  where  he  was  at  length 
ftifled  with  the  fleams.  He  died,  as  Lipfius  conjectures,  ia 
the  fixty  third  or  fourth  year  of  his  age,  and  in  about  the 
tenth  or  eleventh  of  Nero's  reign.  There  was  a  rumcfr, 
that  Subrius  Flavius,  in  a  private  converfation  with  the  cen- 
turions, had  refolved,  and  not  without  Seneca's  knowledge 
of  it,  that  when  Nero  fhould  have  been  flain  by  Pifo,  Pifo 
himfelf  ftiould  be  killed  too,  and  the  empire  delivered  up  to 
Seneca,  as  to  one  who  defcrved  it  for  his  integrity  and  vir- 
tue.    But  what  foundation  there  was  for  it,  is  not  faid. 

The  works  of  Seneca  are  fo  well  known  by  the  feveral  edi- 
tions, which  have  been  publiftied,  that  we  need  not  be  par- 
ticular in  an  account  of  them.  Some  have  imagined,  that 
he  was  a  chriftian,  and  that  he  held  a  correfpondence  with 
St.  Paul  by  letters.  He  muft  have  heard  of  Chrift  and  his 
doctrine,  and  his  curiofity  might  lead  him  to  make  fome  en- 
quiry about  them  ;  but  as  for  the  letters  publiflied  under  the 
names  of  the  Philofopher  and  Apoflle,  they  have  long  been 
declared  fpurious  by  the  critics,  and  perfectly  unworthy  of 
either  of  them.  To  know  whether  Seneca  was  a  chriftian 
or  no,  we  need  only  obferve  a  circumftance,  which  Tacitus 
relates  of  him,  at  the  time  of  his  death  ;  viz.  *'  that,  when 
"  he  entered  the  bath,  he  took  of  the  water  and  fprinkled 
**  thofe  about  him,  faying,  thi2t  he  offered  thofe  libations  to 
"  J^pii^f  his  deliverer  :  I'tbare  fe  liquor  em  ilium  Jovi  Libera-  Tacit.  Ati* 
"  tori,"  "al-  lib.  xii. 

It  was  to  the  labours  of  the  learned  Juftus  Lipfius,  that  vit.  Senec. 
the  public   were  indebted  for   the  firft  good  edition  of  the  ^  Uffio. 
works  of  Seneca  the  philofopher  ;  which  were  twice  hand- 
fpmely  printed  in  folio,  and  afterwards,  with  the  works  of 
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Seneca  the  rhetorician,  and  notes  by  John  Frederic  Grono- 
vius,  at  Amflerdam  1672,  in  three  volumes,  8vo. 

SENNERTUS    (Daniel)     an    eminent   phyfician 
of  Germany^  was  born  at  Breflaw,   whe*-e  his  father  was  a 
,.  ,    .         fhoemakcr,  the  2Sth  of  November  i';72.     He  was  fent  to 
Renovatus,     the   univcrfity   of  Wittemberg  in  1593,  and  there   made  a 
^668"-^     great  progrefs  in  philofophy  and  phyfic.    He  vifited  the  uni- 
Bayie'sD^a.  vcrfities  of  Lcipfic,  Jena,   and  Franckfort  upon  the  Oder  ; 
^^^^^^"^  and  afterwards  went  to  Berhn  in  1601,  to  learn  the  practice 
of  phyfic.     He  did  not  ftay  long  there,  but  returned  to  Wit- 
temberg the  fame  year  5   in  which  alfo  he  was  promoted  to 
the  degree  of  doftor  in  phyfic,  and  foon  after  to  a  profe/Tor- 
Hiip  ill  the  fame  faculty.     He  was  the  firft,  who  introduced 
the  ftudy  of  chymiftry   into  that   univerfity.     He  gained  a 
great  reputation  by  his  writings,  and  by  his  practice  :  patients 
came  to  him  from   all  parts,   among  whom   were   princes, 
dukes,  counts,  and  gentlemen  ;  and  he  refufed  his  afTiftance 
to  no  body.     He  took  what  was  offered  him  for  his  pains, 
but   demanded  nothing  ;    and   he  even  reftored  to  the  poor 
what  they  gave  him.     The  plague  was  above  feven  times  at 
Wittemberg,  while  he  was  profeilbr  there  ;  but  he  never  re- 
tired, nor  refufed  to  aflift  the  fick  :   and  the  elector  of  Sax- 
ony, whom  he  had  cured   of  a  dangerous   illnefs  in    1628, 
though  he  had  appointed  him  one  of  his  phyficians  in  ordi- 
nary,  yet  gave   him  leave   to  continue  at  Wittemberg.     He 
xnarried  three  times  :   had  {t.vzn  children  by  his  firfl:  wife,  but 
none  by  his  two  laft.     He  died  of  the  plague  at  Wittemberg, 
tlie  2ift  of  July  1637. 

The  liberty  he  took  in  contradi6ting  the  ancients  raifed 
him,  as  was  natural,  many  adverfaries;  but  nothing  was 
worfe  received,  than  the  notion  which  he  advanced  concern- 
ing the  origin  of  fouls.  He  was  not  fatisiied  with  the  opinion 
of  thofe,  who  faid,  that  there  is  a  celeftial  intelligence  ap- 
pointed to  prefide  over  the  formation  of  fouls,  which  makes 
ufe  of  feed  only  as  an  inftrument ;  nor  of  thofe,  who  afcribe 
a  plaftic  virtue  to  it :  he  thought,  and  he  advanced,  that  the 
foul  is  in  the  feed  before  the  organization,  and  that  this  is 
what  forms  the  wonderful  machme,  which  we  call  a  living 
body.  He  was  accufed  of  blafphemy  and  impiety,  on  pre- 
tence 
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tcnce  of  having  taught,  that  the  fouls  of  beafts  are  not  ma- 
terial ;  for  this  was  affirmed  to  be  the  fame  thing  with  teach- 
ing, that  they  are  as  immortal  as  the  foul  of  man.  He  re- 
jected this  confequence,  and  feems  to  have  drawn  himfelf 
out  of  the  fcrape,  be  was  got  into,  as  well  as  he  could  :  re- 
flecting probably,  that  his  adv'erfaries  fometimes  had  recourfe 
to  other  weapons,  than  thofe  of  found  reafon  and  argument. 
His  works  are  very  numerous,  and  have  often  been  printed 
in  France  and  Italy.  The  laft  edition  is  that  of  Lyons  1676, 
in  fix  volumes  folio  ;   to  which  his  life  is  prefixed. 

SENNERTUS  (Andrew)  a  German,  eminent  for 
his  fkill  In  the  Oriental  languages,  was  born  at  Wittemberg 
in  1535.  He  learned  the  Arabic  tongue  at  Leyden  under  Baylc,  &c» 
Golius,  and  found  out  a  very  good  method  of  teaching  it ; 
as  Dr.  Pocock,  who  was  an  admirable  judge  in  this  point, 
has  teftified  in  his  favor.  He  was  made  profefTor  of  the  Ori- 
ental languages  in  the  univerfity  of  Wittemberg  in  1568, 
and  held  it  to  the  day  of  his  death,  that  is,  fifty-one  years. 
He  difcharged  the  duties  of  his  profelTorfhip  learnedly  and 
worthily,  and  publiihed  a  very  great  number  of  books.  He 
is  alfo  commended  in  his  funeral  oration  for  the  purity  of  his 
morals,  and  particularly  for  his  temperance,  which  enabled 
him  to  fupport  the  labor  of  ftudy  and  all  the  fundlions  of  a 
profefTor,  and  carried  him  to  an  extreme  old  age,  with  great 
vigor  of  body  and  mind.     He  died  in  16 19,  aged  84  years. 

SERRANUS  (Joannes),  or  John  de  Serres,  a 
learned  Frenchman,  was  born  about  the  middle  of  the  fix-  Nlceron, 
teenth  century  ;  and  was  of  the  reformed  religion.  His  pa- 
rents fent  him  to  Laufanne,  where  he  made  a  good  profrrefs 
in  the  Latin  and  Greek  language.^,  and  attached  himfelf  much 
to  the  philofophy  of  Plato  and  Ariftotle  ;  and  on  his  return  to 
France,  fludied  divinity,  in  order  to  qualify  himfelf  for  the 
miniffry.  He  began  to  diftinguifh  himfelf  by  his  writinL^s  in 
1570:  and  in  1573,  was  obliged  to  fly  a  refugee  to  Lau- 
fanne, after  the  dreadful  maflacre  on  St.  Bartholomew's  day. 
Returning  foon  to  France,  he  publifhed  a  piece  in  French, 
called  a  '^  Remonllrance  to  the  king  upon  fome  pernicious 
*'  principles  in  Bodin's  book  de  Republica  :"  in  which  he 
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was  thought  to  treat  Bodin  fo  injurioufly,  that  Henry  III  or- 
dered him  to  prifon  for  it.     Obtaining  his  liberty,  he  became 
a  minifter  at  Nimes  in  1582,   but  never  was  looked  upon  as 
very  ftanch  to  proteftantifm  ;  and  fome  have  gone  fo  far  as 
to  fay,  but  without  fufficient  foundation,  that  he  actually  ab- 
jured it.     He  is,   however,  fuppofed  to  have  been  one  of 
thofe  four  minifters,  who  declared  to  Henry  IV,  that  a  man 
might  be  faved  in   the  Popifh  as  well   as  the  Proteftant  reli> 
gion ;  and  that  was  certainly  more  than  enough,  to  bring 
him  into  fufpicion  with  his  brethren,   the  Hugonots.     This 
fufpicion  was  afterwards  increafed  by  a  book,   which  he  pub- 
lifhed,   in  1597,  with  a  view  to  reconcile  the  two  religions, 
intitled,  De  FideCatholica,  five  de  principiis  religionis  Chrif- 
tianas,  communi  omnium  confenfu  femper  &  ubique  ratis  :   a 
book,  little  relifhed  by  the  Catholics,  but  received  with  fuch 
indignation  by  the  Calvinifts  of  Geneva,  whither  he  was  re- 
tired to,  that  they  were  fufpeiled  to  have  given  the  author 
poifon,   and  to  have  occafioned  an  immature  kind  of  death 
to  him  ;   for  he  died  fuddenly   in   1598,   when  he  was  not 
more  than  fifty  years  of  age.     His  wife,   we  are  told,  was 
buried  in  the  fame  grave  with  him  ;   fo  that  it  is  probable 
they  made  clean  work,   by  difpatching,   when  they  were  do- 
ing, the  whole  family  at  once. 

He  was  the  author  of  a  great  many  writings ;  fome  theo- 
logical, fome  hiftorical.  He  publiftied  feveral  things  in  La- 
tin and  in  French,  relating  to  the  hiftory  of  France  ;  among 
the  reft,  the  following  works  in  French  :  Memoires  de  la 
troifieme  Guerre  Civile  Sc  derniers  troubles  de  France  fous 
Charles  IX5  &c.  Inventaire  general  de  THiftoire  de  France, 
illuftre  par  la  conference  de  I'Eglife  &  de  I'Empire,  &c. 
Recueil  des  chofes  memorables  avenues  en  France  fous 
Henri  II,  Francois  II,  Charles  IX,  &  Henri  III,  &c.  Thefe 
have  been  many  times  reprinted  with  continuations  and  im- 
provements :  yet  it  is  allowed,  that  there  is  in  them  a  ftrong 
tinclure  of  pallion  and  animofity.  It  cannot  indeed  be  other- 
wife  :  Hiftories,  written  efpecially  in  troublefome  times, 
will  always  favor  of  the  paffions,  which  produce  them  ;  and 
it  is  againft  fuch,  that  father  Daniel  has  put  us  upon  our 
Pref.  au  ^uard.  ^'  We  have,  fays  he,  examples  of  a  great  number 
Hift.  du  *t  Qf 
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^f  of  hiftories,  from  the  reign  of  Francis  11  to  that  of  Lewis 
"  XIII,  written  by  both  Catholics  and  Hugonots,  where 
"  partiality  and  refentment  prevailed  abundantly  :  and  this 
"  is  the  common  effetSt  of  civil  wars,  efpecially  when  they 
^'  arc  lighted  up  by  the  motive,  or  pretence  of  religion." 

But  the  work,  for  which  Serranus  is  moft  known,  at 
leaft  out  of  France,  is  his  Latin  verfion  of  Plato,  which  was 
printed  with  Henry  Stephens's  fine  Greek  text  of  that  author*? 
works,  In  1578,  folio.  Yet  he  is  fuppofed  not  to  hav^e 
thoroughly  confidered  quid  valerent  humeri,  what  he  was 
equal  to,  when  he  undertook  that  important  tafk.  His  ver- 
fion is  allowed  to  have  much  funplicity  and  elegance  in  it, 
but  then  the  ftile  of  Plato  is  pompous  and  majeftic  ;  and  it 
is  not  enough,  that  a  tranflator  gives  his  author's  fenfe,  as 
Serranus,  he  fhould  endeavor,  like  Ficinus,  to  do  it  in  his 
manner.  Hence,  though  Serranus's  Latin  is  more  elegant, 
Ficinus  is  yet  allowed  to  be  the  more  faithful  tranflator.  In 
the  mean  time  Henry  Stephens,  as  Cafaubon  relates,  ex- 
cepted to  feveral  pafTages  of  Serranus,  and  recommended 
them  to  his  correction,  which  however  Serranus,  on  fome 
account  or  other,  refufed.  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  lucky  for 
Serranus,  that  his  verfion  is  fo  infeparably  connected  with 
Stephens's  types  and  text  :  for  this  will  fecure  it  fome  degree 
of  refpedt,  fo  long  as  that  edition  of  Plato  fhall  laft. 

SERVETUS  (Michael)  a  moft  ingenious  and 
learned  Spaniard,  famous  for  his  oppofition  to  the  received 
doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  and  for  the  martyrdom  he  underwent 
on  that  account,  was  born  in  1509  at  Villaneuva  in  Arragon. 
His  father,  who  was  a  notary,  fent  him  to  the  univerfity  of 
Touloufe,  to  ftudy  the  civil  law  :  and  there  Servetus  began 
to  read  the  fcriptures  for  the  firft  time,  probably  becaufe  the 
reformation  made  then  a  great  noife  in  France.  He  was  pr^- 
fently  convinced,  that  the  church  wanted  reforming ;  and  it 
may  be  he  went  fo  far  as  to  fancy,  that  the  Trinity  was  one 
©f  the  dodrines  to  be  rejected.  Be  that  as  it  will,  he  grew 
very  fond  of  antitrinitarian  notions  5  and  after  he  had  been 
two  or  three  years  at  Touloufe,  he  refolved  to  retire  into 
Germany,  and  fet  up  for  a  reformer.  He  went  10  Bafil,  by 
way  of  Lyons  and  Geneva  3  and  having  had  fome  conferences 
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at  Bafil  with  Oecolampadius,  he  fet  out  for  Strafburg,  be- 
ing extremely  defuous  to  difcourfe  with  Bucer  and  Capito, 
two  celebrated  reformers  of  that  city.  At  his  departure  from 
Bafil,  he  left  a  manufcript,  intitled  de  Trinitatis  Erroribus, 
in  the  hands  of  a  bookfeller,  who  fent  it  afterwards  to  Hague- 
nau,  whither  Servetus  went,  and  got  it  printed  in  1531. 
The  next  year,  he  printed  likewife  at  Haguenau  another 
book,  with  this  title,  Dialogorum  de  Trinitate  libri  duo  : 
in  an  advertifement  to  which,  he  retracts  what  he  had  written 
in  his  former  book  againfl  the  Trinity,  not  as  if  it  was  falfe, 
but  becaufe  it  was  written  imperfectly,  confufedly,  unpolitely, 
and  as  it  were  by  a  child  for  the  ufe  of  children.  Thus  Ser- 
vetus publiflied  two  books  againft  theTrinity  in  lefs  than  two 
years,  and  without  fcrupling  to  put  his  name  to  them.  He 
was  very  yoi^ng,  extremely  zealous  for  his  new  opinions, 
and  perhaps  unacquainted  with  the  principles  of  the  reform- 
ers. 'Tis  likely,  that  being  lately  come  from  France  into  a 
proteftant  country,  he  thought  he  might  write  as  freely  againft 
the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  as  the  reformers  did  againft  tran- 
fubftantiation,  &:c.  and  what  is  ftrange,  he  does  not  feem  ever 
after  to  have  corrected  this  error,  or  to  have  thought  of  any 
.means  to  retrieve  the  dangerous  fteps  it  had  occafioned  him 
to  take. 

Servetus,  haying  publifhed  tbefe  two  books,  refolved  to 
return  to  France,  becaufe  he  was  poor,  and  did  not  under- 
fland  the  Germaa  language  :  as  he  alledged  upon  his  trial  to 
the  judges,  v/hen  they  afked  him,  why  he  left  Germany. 
He  went  to  Bafil,  and  from  thence  to  Lyons,  where  he  lived 
two  or  three  years.  Then  he  went  to  Paris,  and  ftudied 
phyfic  under  Sylvius,  Fernelius,  and  fome  other  profeGbrs  : 
he  took  his  degree  of  mafter  of  arts,  and  was  admitted  dodtor 
of  phyfick  in  the  unlverfity  there.  Having  finiftied  his  me- 
dical fludies  at  Paris,  he  left  that  city,  to  go  and  pradlife  in 
fome  other  place  :  he  fettled  two  or  three  years  in  a  town 
near  Lyons,  and  then  at  Vienne  in  Dauphiny,^  for  the  fpace 
of  ten  or  twelve.  Servetus*s  books  againft  the  Trinity  had 
raifcd  a  great  tumult  among  the  German  divines,  and  fpread 
his  name  throughout  all  Europe. 

In  1533,  before  he  had  left  Lyons,   Melandhon  wrote  a 

.  letter  to  Camerarius,   wherein  he  told  him  what  he  thought 
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of  Servetus  and  his  books  :   '^  Scrvctus,  fays  he,  Is  evidently   Melanahon^ 

"  an  acute  and  crafty  difputant,   but  confufed  and  indigefted   fp^.f^oj'ediu 

"  in  his  thoughts,  and  certainly  wanting  in  point  of  gravity."  Lond. 

He  adds,  "  he  has  always  been  afraid,    that  difputes  about 

"  the  Trinity  would  fometime  or  other  break  out:    Bone 

*'  Deus  !   quales  tragoedias  excitabit  haec  quasftio  apud  pofte- 

"  ros,  &c.     Good  God  !   fays  he,    what  tragedies  will  this 

"  queftion,  luhether  the  word  andfpirit  be  fuhjiances  or  perfons, 

"  raife  among  pofterity  ?"     While  Servetus  was  at  Paris,  his 

books  were  difper fed  in  Italy,   and  very  much  approved  by 

many,  who  had  thoughts  of  forfaking  the  church  of  Rome: 

upon  which,  in  1539?   Melan6lhon  wrote  a  letter  to  the  fe- 

nate  of  Venice,   importing  that  "  a  book  of  Servetus,   who 

''  had  revived  the  error  of  Paulus  Samofatenus,  was  handed 

"  about  In  their  country,   and  befeeching  them  to  take  care, 

*«  that  the  impious  error  of  that  man  may  be  avoided,   re- 

'' je£led,  and  abhorred.'*     Servetus  was  at  Lyons  in  1542, 

before  he   fettled  in  Vienne  :   and  corre6ted  the  proofs  of  a   H^*  ^* 

Latin  Bible  that  was   printing  there,   to  which  he  added  a 

preface  and  fome  marginal  notes,    under  the  name  of  Villa- 

novanus  ;  for  he  was  called  in  France  Villeneuve,  from  Vil- 

lanueva,  the  town  where  he  was  born. 

All  this  while,  the  reformer  Calvin,  who  was  the  head  of 
the  church  at  Geneva,   kept  a  conllant  correfpondence  with 
Servetus  by  letters  :  he  tells  us,  that  he  endeavored,  for  the 
fpace  of  fixteen  years,  to  reclaim  that  phyfician  from  his  er-   J^^'^el/s  Er- 
rors.    Bexa  informs  us,  that  Calvin  knew  Servetus  at  Paris,   lumlcxllt\ 
and  oppofed  his  dodrine  :   and  adds,   that  Servetus,   havino-   among  Cal- 
engaged  to  difpute  with  Calvin,  durft  not  appear  at  the  time   ^^^^^°^  ^' 
and  place  appointed.     Servetus  writ  feveral  letters  to  Calvin   Hift.  of  the 
at  Geneva  from   Lyons  and  Dauphine,    and  confulted  him  cif^T^'*  f 
about  feveral  points  :   he  alfo  fent  him  a  manufcript,  to  have  France, 
his  judgment  upon  it.     Calvin  made  an  ungenerous  and  even  ^°^*^'  ^'^^ 
bafe  ufe  of  this  confidence :    for  he  not  only  wrote  fharp  and 
angry  letters  to  him  again  for  the  prefent,  but  afterwards  pro- 
duced his  private  letters  and  manufcript  againft  him   at  his 
trial.     Varillas  affirms,  that  there  is  at  Paris  an  original  letter 
of  Calvin  to  Farel,   written  in  1546,  wherein  is  the  follow-    S? °^'? '^^ 

^  -^^  1  Herefie  ad 

ing  paiiage  :   '<  bervetus   has  fent  me  a  large  book,  fluffed    ann.  1553. 
^*  with  idle  fancies,  Tind  full  of  arrogance.     He  fays,  I  fhall 


(( 
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"  find  admirable  things  in  it,  and  fuch  as  have  not  hitherto 
"  been  heard  of.  He  ofFers  to  come  hither,  if  I  like  it  : 
*'  but  I  will  not  engage  my  word  j  for  if  he  comes,  and  if 
"  any  regard  be  had  to  my  authority,  I  fhall  not  fufFer  him 
Sorbcriana.  "  ^  efcape  with  his  life."  Sorbiere  mentions  the  f^ime  letter, 
and  fays,  that  Grotius  faw  it  at  Paris,  with  words  in  it  to 
that  effed. 

Servetus  continued  to  be  fo  fond  of  his  antitrlnitarian  no- 
tions, that  he  refolved  to  publifh  a  third  work  in  favor  of  them. 
This  came  out  in  1553  at  Vienne,  with  this  title,  Chriftia- 
nifmi  Reftitutio,  &c.  and  is  probably  the  book  he  had  fent 
to  Calvin.  Servetus  did  not  put  his  name  to  this  work  ; 
but  Calvin  informed  the  Roman  Catholics  in  France,  that 
he  was  the  real  author  of  it.  Upon  this  information,  Ser- 
vetus was  imprifoned  at  Vienne,  and  would  certainly  have 
been  burnt  alive,  if  he  had  not  made  his  efcape  ;  however, 
fentence  was  pafled  on  him,  and  his  effigies  was  carried  to 
the  place  of  execution,  fattened  to  a  gibbet,  and  afterwards 
burned,  with  five  bales  of  his  books.  Servetus  in  the  mean 
time  was  retiring  to  Naples,  where  he  hoped  to  pra£life 
phyfic  with  the  fame  high  repute,  as  he  had  pradifed  at  Vi- 
enne ',  yet  was  fo  imprudent  as  to  take  his  way  through  Ge- 
neva, though  he  knew  that  Calvin  was  hi^.  mortal  enemy. 
Calvin,  being  informed  of  his  arrival,  acquainted  the  magif- 
trates  with  it ;  upon  which  he  was  feized  and  caft  into  pri- 
fon,  and  a  profecution  was  prefently  commenced  againft  him 
for  herefy  and  blafphemy.  Calvin  porfued  him  with  a  ma- 
levolence and  fury,  which  was  manifeftly  perfonal  :  t  '.ough 
no  doubt  that  reformer  eafily  perfuaded  himfelf,  that  it  was 
all  pure  zeal  for  the  caufe  of  God,  and  the  good  of  his  church. 
The  articles  of  his  accufation  were  numerous,  and  not  con- 
fined to  his  book,  called  Chriftianifmi  Reftitutio ;  but  were 
fought  out  of  all  his  other  writings,  which  were  ranfacked 
for  every  thing,  that  could  be  ftrained  to  a  bad  fenfe.  One 
of  them  was  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature.  Servetus  had 
publiftied  at  Lyons,  in  1535,  an  edition  of  Ptolemy's  Geo- 
graphy, with  a  preface  and  fome  notes.  Now  he  was  urged 
with  faying,  in  this  preface,  that  "  Judaea  has  been  falfely 
"  cried  up  for  beauty,  richnefs  and  fertility,  fince  thofe,  who 
*«  h^ve  travelled  in  it,  have  found  it  poor,  barren,  and  ut- 
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'*  tcrly  devoid  of  pleafantnefs  :  and  they  made  him  reflect 
''  upon  Jl'Iofes,  as  if  he  had  been  vanus  prasco  Judaeae  ;  had 
"  written  like  a  panegyrift,  rather  than  an  hiftorian  to  be  re- 
"  lied  on,  in  his  account  of  that  holy  land."  We  cannot 
decide  upon  the  juftiiefs  of  the  charge,  not  knowing  where 
to  get  a  fight  of  his  edition  of  Ptolemy ;  yet  can  fcarcely  be- 
lieve, that  Servetus  meant  to  refle61:  upon  Mofes,  fmce  he 
was  neither  an  atheift  nor  a  deift  ;  but  on  the  contrary  fully 
perfuaded  of  the  divine  infpiration  of  the  fcriptures.  Another 
article  was,  that  "  he  had  corrupted  the  Latin  Bible,  he  was 
"  hired  to  corre6l  at  Lyons,  partly  with  impertinent  and  tri- 
"  fling,  and  partly  with  whimfical  and  impious,  notes  of  his 
"  own  throughout  every  page  :"  but  the  main  article  of  all, 
and  which  was  certainly  the  ruin  of  him,  was,  that,  "  in 
"  the  perfon  of  Mr.  Calvin,  minlfter  of  the  word  of  God 
"  in  the  church  of  Geneva,  he  had  defamed  the  do6trinethat 
'*  is  preached,  uttering  all  imaginable  injurious  and  blafphe-  '  Mjk 
"  rnous  words  againft  it."  ^ 

The  roagiflrates  of  Geneva  being  fenfible  in  the  mean  time, 
that  the  trial  of  Servetus  was  a  thing  of  the  highefl  confe- 
quence,  did  not  think  fit  to  give  fentence,  without  confulting 
the  magiftrates  of  the  proteftaot  cantons  of  Switzerland  :  to 
whom  therefore  they  Tent  Servetus's  book,  printed  at  Vienne, 
and  alfo  the  writings  of  Calvin,  with  Servetus's  anfwers  ;  and 
at  the  fame  time  defired  to  have  the  opinion  of  their  divines 
about  that  affair.  They  all  gave  vote  againft  him,  as  Beza 
himfelf  relates  ;  in  confequenee  of  which,  the  unfortunate 
Servetus  was  condemned  and  burnt  alive,  the  27th  of  06i:o- 
ber  1553.  His  death  left  a  ftain  upon  the  charader  of  Cal- 
vin, which  nothing  can  wipe  out,  becaufe  every  body  has 
believed,  that  he  af^ed  in  this  affair  from  motives  merely  per- 
fonal  J  the  craftinefs  of  addrefs  and  management,  in  cauling 
Servetus  to  be  apprehended  and  brought  to  a  trial,  his  brutal 
and  furious  treatment  of  him  at  the  very  time  of  his  trial, 
and  his  didimulation  and  malevolence  towards  him  after  his 
condemnation,  will  not  fuffer  it  to  be  doubted.  It  refiedled 
alfo  upon  the  reformers  in  general,  who  feemed  to  be  no 
fooner  out  of  the  church  of  Rome,  than  they  began  to  che- 
rifh  the  fame  intolerating  fpirit,  and  to  ufe  the  (ame  perfe- 
cuting  arts,  for  which  they  pretended  a  juft  ground  of  fepara- 
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tlon  from  that  church.  "  It  was  wondered,  fays  father  Pauf, 
"  that  thofe  of  the  new  reformation  fhould  meddle  with  blood 
"  for  the  caufe  of  religion  :  for  Michael  Servetus  of  Arra- 
"  gon,  renewing  the  old  opinion  of  Paulus  Samofatenus,  was 
*'  put  to  death  for  it  at  Geneva,  by  counfel  of  the  minifters 
"  of  Zurich,  Berne  and  SchiafFufa  ;  and  John  Calvin,  who 
"  was  blamed  for  it  by  many,  wrote  a  book  to  prove,  that 
"  the  magiftrates  may  punifh  heretics  with  lofs  of  life-:  which 
"  do6lrine  being  drawn  to  divers  fenfes,  as  it  is  underftood 
*'  more  ftridiy  or  more  largely,  or  as  the  name  of  heretic 
"  is  taken  diverfly,  may  fometime  do  hurt  to  him,  whom  at 
*'  another  time  it  hath  helped.'* 

Servetus   was  a  man  of  great  acutenefs   and   prodigious 
learning.     He  was  not  only  deeply  verfed  in  what  we  ufu- 
ally  call  facred  and  prophane  literature,  but  he  was  alfo  an 
adept  in  the  arts  and  fciences.     He  obferved  upon  his  trial, 
that  he  had   profeffed  mathematics  at  Paris  ;  although  wc  do 
not  find  when,  nor  under  what  circumftances.     He  was  fo 
admirably  Ikilled  in  his  own  profefTion,  that  he  appears  to 
have  had  fome  knowledge  of  the  circulation  of  the   blood, 
although  it  was  very  imperfect,   intricate,    and  confiderably 
fhort  of  the  clear  and  full  difcovery  made  by  Harvey.    Read 
what    our   learned    Wotton   has   written   upon   this   point : 
"  fince  the  ancients,   fays  he,    have   no  right  to  fo  noble  a 
"  difcovery,  it  may  be  worth  while  to  enquire,   to  whom  of 
"  the  moderns  the  glory  of  it  is  due ;  for  this  is  alfo  exceed- 
"  ingly  contefted.     The  firft  ftep  that  was  made  towards 
*'  it,  was,  the  finding  that  the  whole  mafs  of  tke  blood  paiTes 
"  through  the  lungs  by  the  pulmonary  artery  and  vein.  The 
**  firft  that  I  could  ever  find,   who  had  a  diftinvSl  idea  of  this 
''  matter,  was   Michael  Servetus,  a  Spanifh  phyfician,   who 
''  was   burnt  for  arianifm  at  Geneva,   near  140  years  ago. 
*'  Well  had  it  been  for  the  church  of  Chrift,  if  he  bad  wholly 
"  confined  himfelf  to  his  own  profeilion  !  His  fagacity  in  tiiis 
"  particular,  before  fo  much  in  the  dark,  gives  us  great  rea- 
"  fon  to  believe,  that  the  world  might  then  have  had  juft 
"^  caufe  to  have  blefiTed  his  memory.     In  a  book  of  his,   in- 
*' titled  Chriftianifmi  Reftitutio,   printed  in  the  year  1553, 
*''-  he  clearly  afferts,    that  the  blood  pafi^es  through  the  lungs, 
*'  from  the  left  to  the  right  ventricle  of  the  heart ;  and  not 
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«<  through  the  partition,  which  divides  the  two  ventfides,  as 

*'  was  at  that  time  commonly  believed.     How  he  introduces 

<«  it,  or  in  which  of  the  fix  difcourfes,   into  which  Scrvetus 

*'  divides  his  book,  it  is  to  be  found,   I  know  not ;   having 

*'  never  feen  the  book  myfelf.     Mr.  Charles  Bernard,  a  very 

*'  learned  and  eminent  furgeon  of  London,   who  did  me  the 

"  favour   to  comraunicate  this  pafTage  to  me,   fct  down  at 

*-'  length  in  the  margin,   which  was  tranfcribed  out  of  Ser- 

*'  vetus,   could  inform  me  no  further,    only  that  he  bad  it 

*'  from  a  learned  friend  of  his,   who  had  himfelf  copied  it  | 

"  from  Servetus/' 

What  fome  writers  have  delivered  concerning  Servetus's 
going  into  Africa,  with  a  view  of  acquiring  a  more  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  Alcoran,  ought  to  be  exploded  as  a  fable. 
They,  who  defire  a  more  particular  account  of  Servetus's 
do6irines,  may  confult  "  An  Impartial  Account  of  A4ichael  ^ 

*'  Servetus,"  &c.  printed  in  8vo  at  London  1724:  to  which         ^ff 
we  have  been  greatly  obliged  for  the  hiftorical  part  oi  this 
article. 

SERVIUS  (  Maur  us  Honor ATUS  )  a  celebrated 
grammarian  and  critic  of  antiquity,  who  florilhed  about  the 
times  of  Arcadius  and  Honorius.  He  is  known  now  chiefly 
by  his  commentaries  upon  Virgil,  which  Barthius  and  others 
have  fuppofed  to  be  nothing  more,  than  a  colledion  of  an- 
cient criticifms  and  remarks  upon  that  poet,  made  by  Servius, 
Whatever  they  are,  they  are  looked  upon  by  many  as  a  va- 
luable remnant  of  antiquity  :  Scioppius  calls  them  a  maga- 
zine, well  furnifhed  with  good  things.  They  were  firft  pub- 
lifhed  at  Paris,  by  Rob.  Stephens  in  folio,  by  Fulvius  Ur- 
finus,  in  1569,  8vo  ;  afterwards  a  corred^er  and  better  edi- 
tion was  given  by  Peter  Daniel  at  Paris  In  1600  ;  the  beft 
is  that  printed  with  the  edition  of  Virgil,  by  Mafvicius,  iri 
1717J  4to  :  notwithftanding  which,  they  are  yet  fufpedted 
to  be  mutilated,  and  not  free  from  interpolations.  There  is 
alfo  extant,  and  printed  in  feveral  editions  of  the  ancient 
grammarians,  a  piece  of  Servius  upon  the  feet  of  verfes  and 
the  quantity  of  fyllables,  called  Centimetrum.  Macrobius 
has  fpoken  highly  of  Servius,  and  makes  him  one  of  the 
fpeakers  in  his  Saturnalia.     See  the  Bibliotheca  Latina  of 

Fabricius^ 
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Fabriclus,  and  Baillet's  Jugemens  des  Savans,  &c.  torn.  II. 
1722,  4to. 


S  E  V  E  R  U  S  (Cornelius)  an  ancient  Latin  poet  of  the 

Auguftan  age,  whofe  iEtna,  together  with  a  fragment  de 
morte  Ciceronis,  was  publifhed  with  notes  and  a  profe  inter- 
pretation by  Le  Clerc,  at  Amfterdam  1703,  in  i2mo.  They 
were  before  inferted  among  the  Cataleda  Virgilii,  publifhed 
by  Scaliger ;  whofe  notes,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Lindenbru- 
gius  and  Nicolas  Heinfius,  Le  Clerc  has  mixed  with  his  own. 
Quintilian  calls  Severus  "  a  verfificator,  rather  than  a  poet;" 
yet  adds,  that  *'  if  he  had  finifhed  the  Sicilian  war,'*  pro- 
bably between  Auguftus  and  Sextus  Pompeius,  "  in  the  man- 
*'  ner  he  had  written  the  firft  book,  he  might  have  claimed 
"  a  much  higher  rank.  But  though  an  immature  death, 
**  continues  he,  prevented  him  from  doing  this,  yet  his  ju- 
"  venile  v^^orks  fhew  the  greateft  genius."  Ovid  addrefles 
L.  X,  c.^i.    ^'"^  "°^  ^^h  ^^  ^^^  friend,   but  as  a  court  favorite  and  a 

great  poet. O  Vates  magnorum  maxime  regum;   and  a 

^  little  lower  he  adds, 

Fertile  pe61:us  habes,  interque  Helicona  colentes 
Uberius  nulli  provenit  ifla  feges. 

De  Ponto,   Lib.  iv,  £1.  2, 

S  E  V  I  G  N  E  (Marie  de  Rabutin,  Marquifle  de)  a 
French  lady,  celebrated  for  her  wit  and  her  wifdom,  was 
born  in  1626  ;  and  was  not  above  a  year  old,  when  her  fa- 
ther was  killed,  at  the  defcent  of  the  Englifti  upon  the  ifle  of 
Rhee.  In  1644,  fhe  married  the  marquifs  of  Sevigne,  who 
was  killed  in  a  duel  in  1651  ;  and  had  a  fon  and  a  daughter 
by  him,  to  the  care  of  whofe  education  (he  afterwards  moft 
religioufly  devoted  herfelf :  they  became  accordingly  moft  ac- 
compliflied  perfons,  as  it  was  reafonable  to  expedt.  This 
illuftrious  lady  was  acquainted  with  all  the  wits  and  learned 
of  her  time  :  it  is  faid  {he  decided  the  famous  difpute  between 
Perrault  and  Boileau,  concerning  the  preference  of  the  zn* 
tients  to  the  moderns,  thus  ,  "  the  ancients  are  the  fineft,  and 
*«  we  are  the  prettieft."     She  died  in  1696,  and  left  us  a 
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moft  valuable  collection  of  letters  ;  the  beft  edition  of  which 
is  that  of  Paris  1754,  in  eight  volumes,  lamo.  *'  Thefe 
"  letters,  fays  Voltaire,  filled  v^^ith  anecdotes,  written  with  LquIs  XIV 
*'  freedom,  and  in  a  natural  and  animated  ftile,  are  an  ex-  torn.  II, 
"  cellent  criticifm  upon  ftudied  letters  of  wit,  and  ftill  more 
"  upoji  thofe  fictitious  letters,  which  aim  to  imitate  the  epif- 
•'  tolary  ftile,  by  a  recital  of  falfe  fentiments  and  feigned 
*'  adventures  to  imaginary  correfpondents." 

A  Sevigniana  was  publifhed  at  Paris  in  1756,  which  is  no- 
thing more  than  a  collection  of  literary  and  hiftorical  anec- 
dotes, fine  fentiments,  and  moral  apophthegms,  fcattered 
throughout  thefe  letters. 

SEX  T  US  EMPIRICUS,  an  ancient  Greek  au- 
thor,  and  moft  acute  defender  of  the  Pyrrhonian  or  fceptical 
phllofophy,  was  a  phyfician,  and  feems  to  have  florifhed  un- 
der the  reign  of  the  emperor  Commodus,  or  perhaps  a  little 
later.  He  was,  againft  what  has  ufually  been  imagined,  a  Fabrlc.BIbl. 
.  different  perfon  from  Sextus,  a  Stoic  philofopher  of  Chaero-  ^''*^* 
nea,  and  nephew  of  Plutarch  :  and  this  is  all  we  are  able  to 
fay  of  him  :  for  no  particular  circumftances  of  his  life  are 
recorded.  Of  a  great  many,  that  have  perifhed,  two  works 
of  his  are  ftill  extant :  three  books  of  Pyrrhonian  inftitutions, 
and  ten  books  againft  the  Mathematici,  by  whom  he  means 
all  kind  of  dogmatifts.  Henry  Stephens  firft  made,  and  then 
printed  in  1592,  8vo,  a  Latin  verfion  from  the  Greek  of  the  J^ 

former  of  thefe  works ;   and  a  verfion  of  the  latter  by  Her-  ^ 

vetus,  had  been  printed  by  Plantin  in  1569.  Both  thefe 
verfions  were  printed  again  with  the  Greek ;  which  firft  ap- 
peared at  Geneva  in  1 621,  folio.  He  is  a  writer  of  great 
parts  and  learning ;  and  very  well  qualified  for  the  notable 
paradox  he  had  undertaken  to  maintain ;  namely,  that 
*'  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  truth  :"  for  although  he  will  ne- 
ver convince  men  by  folid  argument,  yet  he  may  poffibly  fi- 
lence  fome  by  his  fubtilty.  The  beft  edition  of  this  author 
is  that  of  John  Albert  Fabricius,  in  Greek  and  Latin,  printed 
at  Leipfic  in  17 18,  folio. 

SHAD  WELL. 
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Some  Ac- 
count ofMr. 
Shadwell, 
prefixed  to 
his  Works, 
printed  in 
1720. 


SHADWELL  (Thomas)  an  Engllfli  poet,  wa? 
defcended  of  a  good  family  in  the  county  of  Stafford  ;  but 
born  at  Stanton-Hall  in  Norfolk,  a  feat  of  his  father's,  about 
the  year  1640.  He  was  educate^  at  Caius  College  in  Cam- 
bridge, and  afterwards  placed  in  the  Middle-Temple  ;  where 
he  ftudied  the  law  fome  time,  and  then  went  abroad.  Upon 
his  return  from  his  travels,  he  applied  himfelf  to  the  dramatic 
kind  of  writing ;  and  was  fo  fucccfsful  therein,  that  he  became 
known  to  feveral  perfons  of  great  wit  and  great  quality,  and 
was  highly  efteemed  and  valued  by  them.  He  wrote  feven- 
teen  plays,  which  we  will  not  give  a  particular  account  of 
here,  becaufe  they  are  collected  together  in  his  works,  and  the 
reader  can  fo  eafily  inform  himfelf  about  them.  At  the  re- 
volution he  was,  by  his  intereft  with  the  earl  of  Dorfet,  made 
his  majefty's  hifloriographer  and  poet  laureat :  and  when  fome 
perfons  urged,  that  there  were  authors  who  had  better  pre- 
tenfions  to  the  laurel,  his  lordfhlp  is  faid  to  have  replied,  that 
*'  he  did  not  pretend  to  determine  how  great  a  poet  Shadwell 
*'  might  be,  but  was  fure  that  he  was  an  honeil  man."  This 
reply,  if  it  was  really  made,  refledls  great  honour  upon  Mr. 
Shadwell  ;  but  with  fubmiffion  to  the  peer,  was  not  at  ail  to 
the  purpofe.  He  fucceeded  iVTr.  Dryden  as  poet-laureat ;  for 
Mr.  Dryden  had  fo  warmly  efpoufed  the  oppofite  interefl,  that 
at  the  revolution  he  was  difpoffefied  of  his  place.  This,  how- 
ever, was  a  great  mortification  to  Dryden,  who  refented  the 
indignity  very  warmly,  and  immediately  conceived  an  antipa- 
thy to  Shadwell  5  of  which  he  has  given  no  fmall  proof  in  his 
Mac-Fleckno,  where  he  fays, 


Others  to  fome  faint  7neaning  make  pretence^ 
But  Shadwell  nsijer  deviates  into  fenfe. 


But  all  we  learn  from  hence  is,  that  a  fatyrift  never  pays  the 
leaft  re2;ard  to  truth,  when  it  interferes  with  the  gratification 
of  his  refentment  or  fpleen  :  for  nothing  can  be  falfer  than  the 
idea,  thefe  lines  are  intended  to  convey,  Mr.  Shadwell  was 
not  indeed  fo  great  a  poet  as  Mr.  Dryden  5  but  Mr.  Shadwell 
4id  not  write  nonfenfe.  Many  of  his  comedies  are  very  good, 
have  fine  flrokes  of  humor  in  them  i   and  abound  in  original 

cha- 
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character's,  ftrongly  marked  and  well  fuftained.     Thus  Mr. 
Langbaine  tells  us  that  "  there  is  no  body  will  deny  this  play,    Account  of 
"  viz.  The  Virtuofo,  its  due  applaufe  :  at  leaft  I  know,  fays   the  Englifh 
"  he,  that  the  univerfity   of  Oxford,    who  may  be  allowed   po^gTs^^! 
'*  competent  judges  of  comedy,   efpeci ally  of  fuch  characters,   451. 
"  as  Sir  Nicholas  Gimcrack  and  Sir  Formal  Trifle,  applauded 
"  it.     And  as  no  man  ever  undertook  to  difcover  the  frailties 
"  of  fuch  pretenders  to  this  kind  of  knowledge,   before   Mr, 
*'  Shad  well  ;  fo  none  fince  Mr.  Johnfon's  time  ever  drew  fo 
*•  many  different  charaCiers  of  humors,  and  with  fuch  fuccefs." 
Mr.  Shadwell  had  an  uncommon  quicknefs  in  writing  ;  for  in 
the   preface  to  his  Pfyche    he  tells    us,  that    that  tragedy 
was  written    by   him  in   five  weeks.      Thus   the    earl   of 
Rochefter  fays. 

None  feem  to  touch  upon  true  comedy^ 

But  hajiy  Shadwell,  andjlow  Wicherly.  .-^ 

Where  by  the  way  he  not  only  allows  him  to  be  excellent  in 
comedy,  but  feems  even  to  give  him  the  preference  to  Wi- 
cherly. And  yet  there  is  a  faying  of  lord  Rochefter  ftill  ex- 
tant, which  (hews,  that  whatever  opinion  he  had  of  his  wri- 
tings, he  had  a  ftill  better  of  his  converfation  :  for  he  faid,  that 
*'  if  he  had  burnt  all  he  wrote,  and  printed  all  he  fpoke,  he 
*'  would  have  had  mbre  wit  and  humor  than  any  other  poet.*'' 
Shadwell,  as  appears  from  Rochefter's  feffion  of  the  poets, 
was  a  great  favorite  with  Otway,  and  lived  in  intimacy  with 
him,  which  might  perhaps  be  the  occafion  of  Dryden's  ex- 
prefling  fo  much  contempt  for  Otway  ;  that  being  certainly 
more  ill-grounded,  than  his  contempt  for  Shadwell.  Mr, 
Shadwell  died  the  9th  of  December  1692  j  and  his  death  was 
occafioned,  as  fome  fay,  by  too  large  a  dofe  of  opium,  given 
him  by  miftake.  A  white  marble  monument  with  his  bufto, 
is  erected  in  Weftminfter- Abbey,  in  honor  of  him,  by  his  fon 
Sir  John  Shadwell,  phyfician  to  his  late  majefty  :  and  his  fune- 
ral fermon  was  preached  by  Dr.  Nicholas  Brady,  the  tranflator  of  Page  24, 
the  pfalms,  who  tells  us,  among  other  things,  that  "  he  was  a 
*'  man  of  great  honefty  and  integrity,  and  had  a  real  love  of 
"  truth  and  fincerity,  an  inviolable  fidelity  and  ftriClnefs  to 
''  his  word,  an  unalterable  friendlhlp  wherefoever  he  pro- 
VoL.  X.  Z  *'  fclTcd 
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«  fcfled  it,  and  (however  the  world  may  be  mlftakeii  in  him) 
*'  a  much  deeper  fenfe  of  religion,  than  many  others  have,  who 
•<  pretend  to  it  more  openly." 

We  may  juft  obferve,  that  bclldes  his  dramatic  writings,  he 
/'  was  the  author  of  feveral  pieces  of  poetry  :  the  chief  of  which 

are  his  congratulatory  poem  on  the  prince  of  Orange's  com- 
ing to  England  ;  another  on  queen  Mary ;  a  tranflation  of  the 
tenth  fatyr  of  Juvenal,  &c. 


Howe's  Life 
of  Shake- 
fpear,  pre- 
fixed to  his 

writings. 


Thcobald^s 
Preface  to 
his  edition 
of  Shakc- 
fpear's 
Works, 
Lend,  1735. 


SHAKESPEAR  (  William  )  a  great  dramatic  writer  of 
England,  was  of  a  good  family,  and  born  at  Stratford  upon 
Avon  in  Warwickfhire  in  April  1564.  His  father  Mr.  John 
Shakefpear,  who  was  a  confiderable  dealer  in  wool,  had  (o 
great  a  family,  ten  children  in  all,  that  though  he  was  his  el- 
deft  fon,  he  could  give  him  no  better  education  than  his  own 
employment.  He  had  bred  him,  it  is  true,  for  fome  time  at 
a  free-fchool,  where  he  probably  acquired  what  Latin  he  was 
mafter  of ;  but  the  narrownefs  of  his  circumftances,  and  the 
want  of  his  afliftance,  forced  him  to  take  him  home,  and  un- 
happily prevented  his  farther  proficiency  in  that  language. 
Upon  his  leaving  fchool,  he  feems  to  have  devoted  himfelf 
intirely  to  that  way  of  life,  which  his  father  propofed  to  him ; 
and,  in  order  to  fettle  in  the  world  after  a  family-manner,  he 
married  while  he  was  yet  very  young,  and  by  the  time  he 
was  arrived  at  feventeen  years  of  age.  His  wife  was  the 
daughter  of  one  Hathaway,  faid  to  have  been  a  fubftantial 
yeoman  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Stratford.  In  this  kind  of 
fettlement  he  continued  for  fome  time  ;  till  an  extravagance  he 
was  guilty  of,  not  only  caft  the  higheft  blemifli  on  hh  good 
name,  but  forced  him  at  length  to  fly  his  country.  He  had 
fallen  into  ill -company ;  and  among  them  fome,  who  had 
made  a  common  practice  of  deer-ftealing,  engaged  him  with 
them  more  than  once  in  robbing  a  park,  that  belonged  to  Sir 
Thomas  Lucy  of  Cherlecot  near  Stratford.  For  this  he  was 
profecuted  by  that  gentleman,  as  he  thought,  fomewhat  too 
feverely  ;  and,  in  order  to  revenge  that  ill  ufage,  he  made  a 
ballad  upon  him  :  and  though  this,  probably  the  firft  eflay  of 
his  poetry,  be  loft,  yet  it  is  faid  to  have  beenfo  very  bitter,  that 
it  redoubled  the  profecution  againft  him  ;  infomuch   that  he 
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was  obliged  to  leave  his  family  and  bufincfs  in  Warwickfliirc 
for  fome  time,  and  fhelter  himfelf  in  London. 

It  was  at  this  time,  and  upon  this  accident,  that  he  is  fald 
to  have  made  his  firft  acquaintance  in  the  play-houfe.  He 
was  received  into  the  company,  at  firft  in  a  very  mean  rank  ;  ^iv 

but  his  admirable  wit,  and  the  natural  turn  of  it  to  the  ftage, 
foon  diftinguiflied  him,  if  not  as  an  extraordinary  affcor,  yet 
as  a  very  uncommon  genius  and  excellent  writer.  His  name 
is  printed,  as  the  cuftom  was  in  thofe  times,  among  thofe  of 
the  other  players  before  fome  old  plays,  but  without  any  par- 
ticular account  of  what  fort  of  parts  he  ufed  to  a6t  j  and  Mr. 
Rowe  fays,  that  though  he  enquired,  he  never  could  meet 
with  any  farther  account  of  him  this  way,  than  that  the  top  of 
his  performance  was  the  Ghoft  in  his  own  Hamlet.  Wc 
have  no  certain  authority,  which  was  his  firft  play  :  there  is  z 
*'  Romeo  and  Juliet,"  dated  1597,  when  he  was  thirty-thre#  ^k 
years  of  age  ;  and  a  "  Richard  II  and  III,"  the  year  following,  ^P' 
He  was  highly  favored  by  queen  Elizabeth,  who  had  feveral 
of  his  plays  aded  before  her.  It  is  that  maiden  princefs 
plainly,  whom  he  intends  by,  ''  A  fair  Veftal  throned  by  the 

"  weft  :"  and  that  whole  palTasie  is  a  compliment  very  proper-    Midrum- 
11  .      •  ,  .         ,r         1  ,-1  1  rf  merNighfi 

ly  brought  in,  and  very  handiomely  applied  to  her.  bhe  was  Dream, 
fo  well  pleafed  with  the  characSlsr  of  FalftafF,  in  the  two  parts 
of  Henry  IV,  that  (he  commanded  him  to  continue  it  for  one 
play  more,  and  to  fhew  him  in  love:  and  this  is  fald  to  have 
been  the  occafion  of  his  writing  "  The  Merry  Wives  of 
"  Windfor."  Upon  this  occafion  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
obferve,  that  this  part  of  FalftafF  is  faid  to  have  been  written  o- 
riginally  under  the  name  of  Oldcaftle  ;  but  that,  fome  of  that 
family  then  remaining,  he  changed  it  into  FalftafF,  at  the 
command  of  the  queen.  Mr.  Rowe  however  thinks,  that 
though  the  firft  offence  was  avoided,  yet  there  was  fomething 
injurious  in  this  fecond  choice  ;  fince,  as  he  obferves,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  Sir  John  FalftafF,  a  knight  of  the  garter,  and  a 
lieutenant  general,  was  a  name  of  diftinguifhed  merit  in  the 
wars  in  France,  under  the  reigns  of  Henry  V  and  VI.  It  may 
farther  be  obferved,  that  Shakefpear,  in  this  play,  has  made 
Sir  John  FalftafF  a  deer-ftcaler,  that  he  might  remember  hi« 
Warwlckftiire  profecutor  ;  whom  he  has  defcribed  under  the 
aamc  of  juftice  Shallow,  and  to  whom  he  has  given  very  near 

Z  2  '     th« 


340 


t 


SHAKESPEAR. 
the  fame  coat  of  arms,  which  Dugdale,  in  his  antiquities  of 
that  county,  defcribes  for  a  family  of  the  fame  name  there. 

And  as  the  queen  was  a  patronefs  of  our  poet,  fo  he  met 
alfo  with  many  great  and  uncommon  marks  of  favor  and 
friendfhip  from  the  earl  of  Southampton  :  to  whom  he  dedi- 
cated his  poem  of  Venus  and  Adonis.  There  is  no  certain 
account,  when  he  quitted  the  ftage  :  but  the  latter  part  of  his 
life  was  fpent  in  eafe,  retirement,  and  the  converfation  of  his 
friends.  He  had  the  good  fortune  to  co]le6t  a  competency 
fufHcient  for  convenience,  comfort,  and  dignity  ;  and  he  fpent 
fome  years  before  his  death  at  his  native  town  Stratford.  His 
pleafurable  wit  and  good-nature  engaged  him  in  the  acquain- 
tance, and  intitled  him  to  the  friendfliip,  of  all  the  gentlemen 
in  the  neighbourhood.  He  died  in  1616  in  the  53d  year  of 
his  age,  and  was  buried  m  the  church  of  Stratford,  where  a 
monument  is  ereded  for  him,  and  placed  againft  the  v/all. 
He  is  reprefented  under  an  arch  in  a  fitting  pofl:ure,  a  cufhion 
fpread  before  him,  with  a  pen  in  his  right  hand,  and  his  left 
refting  on  a  fcroll  of  paper.  Under  the  cufhion  is  this 
Latin  diftich  : 

Judicio  Pylium,  Genio  Socratem,  Arte  Maronem 
Terra  tegit,  Populus  moeret,  Olympus  habet. 

And  on  the  grave-flone  underneath  is, 

Good  friend,   for  Jefus'  fake,    forbear 
To   dig  the   duft  inclofed  here. 
Bleft  be  the  man  that  fpares  thefe  ftones, 
And  curfi:  be  he  that  moves  my  bones. 

In  April  1738,'his  tragedy  of  Julius  Caefar  was  acled  at  the 
Theatre  Royal  in  Drury-Lane  ;  and  with  the  profits  arifmg 
from  thence  a  monument  was  ereded  for  him  in  Weftmin- 
fter-Abbey.  He  had  three  daughters,  of  which  two  lived  to 
be  married  :  Judith  the  elder  to  one  Mr.  Thomas  Quincy,  by 
whom  fhe  had  three  Tons,  who  all  died  without  children  ;  and 
Sufanna,  who  was  his  favorite,  to  Dr.  John  Hall,  a  phyfician 
of  good  reputation  in  that  country.  She  left  one  child  only, 
a  dauo-hter,   who  was  twice  married,  but  died  without  iflue. 

His 
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His  dramatic  writings,  which  are  very  numerous,  were  firft 
pubiifhed  together  in  1623,  folio;  and  have  fince  been  re- 
publifhed  by  Mr.  Rowe,  Mr.  Pope,  Mr.  Lewis  Theobald, 
Sir  Thomas  Hanmer,  and  Mr.  Warburton,  the  merit  of  all 
whofe  editions  is  too  well  known  for  us  to  defcant  upon.  Va- 
rious criticifms  have  been  made  upon  Shakefpear's  genius  and 
his  writings  in  innumerable  EJJays^  Remarks^  Obfervations^ 
Commentaries^  and  Notes  ;  but  as  the  fubftance  of  them  all, 
exprefied  in  a  better  manner,  is  contained  in  Mr.  Pope's  Pre- 
face to  his  edition,  we  will  here  give  It  the  reader,  in  as  (hort 
a  compafs  as  we  can. 

"  If  ever  any  author  deferved  the  name  of  an  original,  fays 
"  Mr.  Pope,  it  was  Shakefpear.  Homer  himfelf  drew  not 
"  his  art  fo  immediately  from  the  fountains  of  nature  :  it  pro- 
*'  ceeded  through  Egyptian  ftrainers  and  channels,  and  came 
"  to  him  not  without  fome  tincture  of  the  learning,  or  fome 
''  caft  of  the  models,  of  thofe  before  hin.  The  poetry  of 
*■'  Shakefpear  was  infpiration  indeed  :  he  is  not  fo  much  an 
"  imitator,  as  an  inftrument  of  nature;  and  it  is  not  fo  juft  to 
"  fay,  that  he  fpeaks  from  her,  as  that  fhe  fpeaks  through 
"  him.  His  characters  are  fo  much  nature  herfelf,  that  it  is 
"  a  fort  of  injury  to  call  them  by  fo  diftant  a  name,  as  copies 
"  of  her.  Thofe  of  other  Poets  have  a  conflant  refemblance, 
"  which  (hews  that  they  received  them  from  one  another, 
"  and  were  but  multipliers  of  the  fame  image  :  each  picture 
"  like  a  mock-rainbow,  is  but  the  reflexion  of  a  reflexion. 
"  But  every  fingle  character  in  Shakefpear  is  as  much  an  indi- 
"  vidual,  as  thofe  in  life  itfelf :  it  is  as  impoffible  to  find  any 
"  two  alike  ;  and  fuch,  as  from  their  relation  or  affinity  in 
"  any  refpe6l  appear  mofl:  to  be  twins,  will  upon  comparifon 
'•  be  found  remarkably  diftin6l."  Mr.  Pope  then  takes  no- 
tice of  his  prodigious  and-  extenfive  power  over  the  paffions  ; 
that  he  was  more  a  mafler  of  the  great,  than  of  the  ridiculous 
in  human  nature  ;  and  that  he  not  only  excelled  in  the  paf- 
fions, but  alfo  in  the  coolnefs  of  reflecSlion  and  reafoning  :  and 
in  his  fentiments,  which  are  full  as  admirable.  All  which, 
fays  he,  "  is  perfedlly  amazing  from  a  man  of  no  education  or 
"  experience  in  thofe  great  and  public  fcenes  of  life,  which  are 
**  ufually  the  fubjed  of  his  thoughts  :  fo  that  he  feems  to 
^'  have  known  the  world  by  intuition,   to  have  looked  thro' 
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*^  human  nature  at  one  glance,  and  to  be  the  only  author 
''  that  gives  ground  for  a  very  new  opinion,  that  the  philofo- 
*<  pher,  and  even  the  man  of  the  warld,  may  be  born,  as  well 
*'  as  the  poet. 

In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Pope  was  not  foftruck  with  Shake- 
fpear's  excellencies,  as  to  be  infenfible  to  his  defeds ;  but 
owns,  that  as  he  has  certainly  written  better,  fo  he  has  per- 
haps written  worfe,  than  any  other.  He  endeavours  to  account 
for  thefe  defedts  from  feveral  caufes  and  accidents,  arifmg 
partly  from  the  fituation  he  was  in  as  a  player,  and  partly 
from  the  manner  in  which  his  plays  were  publiftied.  As  a 
player,  he  would  be  obliged  in  a  great  meafure  to  form  him- 
felf  upon  the  judgments  of  that  body  of  men,  of  which  he  Was 
a  member  ;  who,  regardlefs  of  the  principles  and  laws  of 
dramatic  writing,  know  no  rule  but  that  of  pleafmg  the  pre- 
fent  humor,  and  complying  with  the  wit  in  fafliion.  "  By 
<«  thefe  men,  fays  Mr.  Pope,  it  was  thought  a  praife  to  Shake- 
*'  fpear,  that  he  fcarce  ever  blotted  a  line  ;  and  this  they  in- 
*'  duftrioufly  propagated,  as  appears  from  what  we  are  told 
*'  by  Ben  Johnfon  in  his  DifcoverieSy  and  from  the  preface  td 
"thefirft  folio  edition.  But  in  reality,  however  it  has  pre- 
*^  vailed,  there  never  was  a  more  groundlefs  report,  or  to  the 
*'  contrary  of  which  there  are  more  undeniable  evidences  :  as 
*'  the  comedy  of  the  Merry  IVives  of  JVindfor^  which  he  in- 
*'  tirely  new  writ ;  the  hiftory  of  Henry  VI,  which  was  firft 
*'  pubhfhed  under  the  title  of  the  Contention  of  York  and 
*'  Lancafter  ;  that  of  Henry  V,  extremely  improved  ;  that  of 
*'  Hamlet,  enlarged  to  almoft  as  much  again  as  at  firft ;  and 
*'  many  others.  I  believe,  the  common  opinion  of  his  want 
*'  of  learning  proceeded  from  no  better  ground  : — .concerning 
*'  which  it  may  be  neceflary  to  fay  fomething  more.  There 
*'  is  certainly  a  vaft  difference  between  learning  and  Ian- 
*'  guages  :  how  far  he  was  ignorant  of  the  latter,  I  cannot  de- 
*^  termine  5  but  it  is  plain  he  had  much  reading  at  leaft,  if  they 
••^  will  not  call  it  learning :  nor  is  it  any  great  matter,  if  a  man 
*'  has  knowledge,  whether  he  has  it  from  one  language  or 
"  from  another.  Nothing  is  more  evident,  than  that  he  had 
*'  a  tafte  of  natural  philofophy,  mechanics,  ancient  and  mo- 
"  dern  hiftory,  poetical  learning  and  mythology.  We  find 
**  him  very  knowing  in  the  cuftoms,  rites,  and  manners  ofan- 
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*>  antiquity,"  of  which  Mr.  Pope  gives  fevcral  inftanccs ;  <*  m 
*'  modern  Italian  writers  of  novels  ;  and  in  the  ancients  of  his 
"  own  country.  I  am  inclined  to  think,  this  opinion  pro- 
''  ceeded  originally  from  the  zeal  of  the  partizans  of  our  au- 
"  thor  and  Ben  Johnfon  ;  as  they  endeavoured  to  exalt  the 
*'  one  at  the  expence  of  the  other.     It  is  ever  the  nature  of  |l| 

*'  parties  to  be  in  extremes  ;  and  nothing  is  (o  probable,  as 
*'  that  becaufe  Ben  Johnfon  had  much  the  more  learnings 
''  it  was  faid  on  the  one  hand  that  Shakefpcar  had  none  at  all; 
'*  and  becaufe  Shakefpeai'  had  much  the  moft  wit  and  fancy, 
"  it  was  retorted  on  the  other,  that  Johnfon  wanted  both. 
*'  Becaufe  Shakefpear  borrowed  nothing,  it  was  faid  that 
''-Johnfon  borrowed  every  thing:  becaufe  Johnfon  did  not 
*'  write  extempore,  he  was  reproached  with  being  a  year  a- 
"  bout  every  piece;  and  becaufe  Shakefpcar  wrote  with  eafe 
*'  and  rapidity,  they  cried,  he  never  once  made  a  blot.  —  But 
*'  however  this  contention  might  be  carried  on  by  tl)e  parti- 
*'  zans  on  either  fide,  I  cannot  help  thinking  thefe  two  great 
*'  poets  were  good  friends,  and  lived  on  amicable  terms  and  in 
"  offices  of  fociety  with  each  other.  It  is  an  acknowledged 
"  fa6t,  that  Ben  Johnfon  was  introduced  upon  the  ftage,  and 
"  his  firft  works  encouraged,  by  Shakefpear ;  and  after  his 
''  death,  that  author  writes,  To  the  memory  0/ his  beloved  Mr, 
"  IVilliam  Shakefpear ^  which  fhews  as  if  the  friendftiip  had 
*'  continued  through  life.  I  cannot  for  my  own  part  find 
*'  any  thing  invidious  or  /paring  in  thofe  verfes,  but  wonder 
"  Mr.  Dryden  was  of  that  opinion.     He  exalts  him  not  only  ^ 

"  above  all  his  contemporaries,  but  above  Chaucer,  and  Spen- 
*'  cer,  whom  he  will  not  allow  to  be  great  enough  to  be 
*'  ranked  with  him  ;  and  challenges  the  names  of  Sophocles, 
"  Euripides,  and  ^fchylus,  nay,  all  Greece  and  Rome  at 
*'  once,  to  equal  him  :  and,  which  is  very  particular,  ex- 
*'  prefsly  vindicates  him  from  the  imputation  of  wanting  art, 
'*  not  enduring  that  all  his  excellencies  Qiould  be  attributed  to 
''  Nature.  It  is  remarkable  too,  that  the  praife  he  gives  him 
"  in  his  Difcoveries  feems  to  proceed  from  a  perfonal  kind- 
"  nefs :  he  tells  us,  that  he  loved  the  man,  as  well  as  ho- 
''  nourcd  his  memory ;  celebrates  the  honefty,  opcnnefs,  and 
*'  frankncfs  of  his  temper  ;  and  only  diftinguiflies,  as  he  rea- 
**  fonably  ought,  between  the  real  merit  of  the  author,  and 
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«*  the  filly  and  derogatory  applaufes  of  the  players." 

Afterwards  Mr.  Pope  proceeds  to  note  fome  of  thofe 
almoft  innumerable  errors  in  his  Plays,  which  have  arifen  from 
the  ignorance  of  the  players,  both  as  his  actors,  and  as  his 
editors.  *<  It  is  not  certain,  fays  he,  that  any  one  of  his  plays 
"  was  publiflied  by  himfelf.  During  the  time  of  his  employ- 
*'  ment  in  the  theatre,  feveral  of  his  pieces  were  printed  fe- 
''  parately  in  quarto  :  but  what  makes  me  think,  that  moft 
*'  of  thefe  were  not  publifhed  by  him,  is  the  exceflive  carelefs- 
♦*  nefs  of  the  prefs.  Every  page  is  fo  fcandalou/ly  falfe  fpel- 
^'  led,  and  almoft  all  the  learned  or  unufual  words  fo  intole- 
*'  rably  mangled,  that  it  is  plain  there  either  was  no  corrector 
*'  to  the  prefs  at  all,  or  one  totally  illiterate.  If  any  were  fu- 
*'  pervifed  by  himfelf,  I  (hould  fancy  the  two  parts  of  Henry 
*'  IV,  and  Midfummer's  Night's  Dream,  might  have  been  fo, 
*'  becaufe  I  found  no  other  printed  with  any  exaclnefs  ;  and, 
*'  contrary  to  the  reft,  there  is  very  little  variation  in  all  the 
"  fubfequent  editions  of  them.  There  are  extant  two  prefaces 
*'  to  the  firft  quarto  edition  of  Troilus  and  Creflida  in  1609, 
*'  and  to  that  of  Othello  ;  by  which  it  appears,  that  the  firft 
''  was  publiftied  without  his  knowledge  or  confcnt,  and  even 
''  before  it  was  a6ted,  fo  late  as  feven  or  eight  years  before*  he 
"  died  ;  and  that  the  latter  was  not  printed  till  after  his  death, 
"  The  whole  number  of  genuine  plays,  whjch  we  have  been 
"  able  to  find  printed  in  his  life-time,  amounts  but  to  eleven  : 
"  and  of  fome  of  thefe,  we  meet  with  two  or  more  editions  by 
"  different  printers,  each  of  which  has  whole  heaps  of  trafb 
*'  different  from  the  other ;  which  I  fhould  fancy  was  occa- 
*'  fioned  by  their  being  taken  from  different  copies,  belonging  to 
*'  different  play-houfes.  The  folio  edition,  in  which  all  the 
<'  plays  we  now  receive  as  his  were  firft  collected,  was  pub- 
*'  liflied  by  two  players,  Heminges  and  Condell,  in  1623,  fe- 
"  ven  years  after  his  deceafe.  They  declare,  that  all  the  o- 
*'  ther  editions  were  ftolen  and  furreptitious,  and  affirm  theirs 
*'  to  be  purged  from  the  errors  of  the  former.  This  is  true  as 
*'  to  the  literal  errors,  and  no  other;  for  in  all  refpeds  elfe  it 
^'  is  far  worfe  than  the  quarto's.  Firft,  becaufe  the  additions 
♦'  of  trifling  and  bombaft  paffages  are  in  this  edition  far  more 
♦'  numerous.  For  whatever  had  been  added,  fince  thofe 
«<  qwarto's,  by  the  acStors,  or  had  ftolen  from  their  mouths 
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**  into  the  TAvitten  parts,  were  from  thence  conveyed  Into 
*'  the  prinred  text,  and  all  ftand  charged  upon  the  author. 
*'  He  himfelf  complained  of  this  ufage  in  Hamlet,  where 
"he  wifties,  that  thofe  who  play  the  clowns  would fpeak 
*'  no  ?nore,  than  is  Jet  down  for  them.  But  as  a  proof  ^a.  HL 
*'  that  he  could  not  efcape  it,  in  the  old  editions  of 
*'  Romeo  and  Juliet  there  is  no  hint  of  a  great  num- 
*'  her  of  the  mean  conceits  and  ribaldries  now  to  be 
"  found  there.  In  others,  the  low  fcenes  oi  mobs,  ple- 
**  beians,  and  clowns,  are  vaftly  fhorter  than  at  prefent ; 
"and  I  have  feen  one  in  particular  (which  feems  to 
"  have  belonged  to  the  play-houfes,  by  having  the  parts 
"  divided  with  lines,  and  the  a^lors  names  in  the  margin) 
**  where  feveral  of  thofe  very  pafTages  were  added  in  a  writ- 
'*  ten  hand,  which  are  fmce  to  be  found  in  the  folio.  In 
'*  the  next  place,  a  number  of  beautiful  paflages,  which  are 
*'  extant  in  the  firft  fmgle  editions,  are  omitted  in  this — 
*^  This  edition  is  faid  to  be  printed  from  the  original  copies: 
''  I  believe  they  meant  thofe,  which  had  lain  ever  fmce  the 
"  author's  days  in  the  play-houle,  and  had  from  time  to  time 
"  been  cut,  or  added  to,  arbitrarily.  It  appears,  that  this 
"  edition,  as  well  as  the  quarto's,  were  printed,  at  leafi 
"  partly,  from  no  better  copies  than  the  prompter's  book,  or 
*•' piece- meal  parts  written  out  for  the  ufe  of  the  adtors : 
*'  for  in  feme  places  their  very  names  are  through  careleflhefs 
"  fet  down  inftead  of  the  dramatis  perfonae ;  and  in  others 
"  the  notes  of  direction  to  the  property-men  for  their  move- 
"  ables,  and  to  the  players  for  their  entries,  are  inferted  into 
"  the  text  through  the  ignorance  of  the  tranfcribers.  The 
"  plays  not  having  been  before  fo  much  as  diftinguiflied  by 
"  ads  and  fcenes,  they  are  in  this  addition  divided,  according 
*'  as  they  played  them  ;  often  where  there  is  no  paufe  in  the 
'*  adiion,  or  where  they  thought  fit  to  make  a  breach  in  it, 
*'  for  the  fake  of  mufic,  mafques,  or  monfters.  Sometimes 
"  the  fcenes  are  tranfpofed  and  fhuffled  backward  and  for- 
"  ward ;  a  thing,  which  could  no  otherwife  happen,  but  by 
"  their  being  taken  from  feparate  and  piece-meal-written 
"  parts.  Many  verfes  are  omitted  intirely,  and  others  tran- 
"  fpofed  ;  from  whence  invincible  obfcurities  have  arifen, 
*«  paft  the  guefs  of  any  commentator,  but  juft  where  the  ac- 

*'  cidental 


346  SHAKESPEAR, 

<*  cicl«ntal  glimpf«  of  an  old  edition  enlightens  us.— From 
"  what  has  been  faid,  there  can  be  no  queftion,  but  had 
*'  Shakefpear  publifhed  his  works  himfelf,  efpecially  in  his 
*'  latter  time,  and  after  his  retreat  from  the  ftage,  we  fhould 
**  not  only  be  certain  which  are  genuine,  but  fhould  find  in 
''  thofe  that  are,  the  errors  lefTened  by  fomo  thoufands.  If 
*'  I  may  judge  from  all  the  diftinguiftiing  marks  of  his  ftilc, 
*f  and  his  manner  of  thinking  and  writing,  I  make  no  doubt 
'*  to  declare,  that  thofe  wretched  plays  Pericles^  Locrine^ 
<'  Sir  John  Oldcajlle^  Yorhjhire  Tragedy^  Lord  Cromwell^ 
"  The  Puritan^  and  London  Prodigal^  cannot  be  admitted  as 
^*  his  :  and  I  fhould  conjcilure  of  fome  of  the  others,  parti- 
*'  cularly  Love's  Labour  Loji^  The  Winter's  Tale^  and  Titus 
*'  Andronicus^  that  only  fome  characters,  iingle  fcenes,  or 
*«  perhaps  a  few  particular  pafTages,  were  of  his  hand.  It  is 
"  very  probable,  what  occafioned  fome  plays  to  be  fuppofed 
**  Shakefpear's  was  only  this  ;  that  they  were  pieces  pro- 
**  duced  by  unknown  authors,  or  fitted  up  for  the  theatre, 
"  while  it  was  under  his  adminiflration  ;  and  no  author 
*'  claiming  them,  they  were  adjudged  to  him,  as  they  give 
*'  ftrays  to  the  lord  of  the  manor  :  a  miftake  which,  one  may 
*'  alfo  obferve,  it  was  not  for  the  interefl  of  the  houfe  to 
•'  remove.  Yet  the  players  themfelves,  Heminges  and  Con- 
*'  dell,  afterwards  did  Shakefpear  the  juflice  to  reje<St  thofe 
•'  eight  plays  in  their  edition  ;  though  they  were  then  printed 
*'  in  his  name,  in  everybody's  hands,  and  a6i:ed  with  fome 
*'  applaufe  :  as  we  learn  from  what  Ben  Johnfon  fays  of  Pe- 
*'  ricles,  in  hi?  ode  on  the  New  Inn,  That  Titus  Andro- 
*'  nicus  is  one  of  this  clafs,  I  am  the  rather  induced  to  be- 
*'  lieve,  by  finding  the  fame  author  openly  exprefs  his  con- 
*'  tempt  of  it  in  the  Induct  on  to  Bartholomew  Fair,  in  the 
*'  year  1 6 14,  when  Shakefpear  was  yet  living.  And  there 
"  is  no  better  authority  for  thefe  latter  fort,  than  for  the 
"  former,  which  were  equally  publifhed  in  his  life-time.  If 
''  we  give  into  this  opinion,  fays  Mr.  Pope,  how  many  low 
*'  and  vicious  parts  and  pafTages  might  no  longer  refle(5l  up- 
*'  on  this  great  genius,  but  appear  unworthily  charged  upon 
*'  him  ?  And  even  in  thofe  which  are  really  his,  how  many 
'*  faults  may  have  been  unjuftly  laid  to  his  account  from  ar- 
*'  bitrary  additions,  expun^ions>  tranfpofitions  of  fcenes  and 
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<<  lines,  confufion  of  charadlers  and  perfons,  wrong  applica- 
*<  tion  of  rpeechcs,  corruptions  of  innumerable  paflages  by 
*«  the  ignorance,  and  wrong  corrections  of  them  again  by 
*'  the  impertinence,  of  his  firft  editors  ?  From  one  or  other 
«  of  thefe  confiderations,  I  am  verily  perfuaded,  that  the 
'«  greateft  and  the  grofleft  part  of  what  are  thought  his  er- 
"  rors  would  vanifh,  and  leave  his  charader  in  a  light  very 
*'  different  from  that  difadvantageous  one,  in  which  it  now 
*'  appears  to  us." 

Mr.  Pope  concludes  his  preface  by  faying  of  Shakefpear, 
that  '*  with  all  his  faults,  and  with  all  the  irregularities  of  his 
•'  drama,  one  may  look  upon  his  works,  in  comparifon  of 
*'  thofe  that  are  more  finifhed  and  regular,as  upon  an  ancient 
**  majeftic  piece  of  gothic  architedure,  compared  with  a 
**  neat  modern  building :  the  latter  is  more  elegant  and  gla- 
"  ring,  but  the  former  is  more  flrong  and  more  folemn.  It 
«  muft  be  allowed,  that  in  one  of  thefe  there  are  materials 
**  enough  to  make  many  of  the  other.  It  has  much  the 
*'  greater  variety,  and  much  the  nobler  apartments ;  though 
*'  we  are  often  condu«5ted  to  them  by  dark,  odd,  and  un- 
''  couth  paflages.  Nor  does  the  whole  fail  to  ftrike  us  with 
*'  greater  reverence,  though  many  of  the  parts  are  childifh, 
**  ill-placed,  and  unequal  to  its  grandeur." 

To  the  memory  of  my  beloved  the  author,  Mr.  William 
Shakespear,  and  what  he  hath  left  us. 

'«  To  draw  no  envy,  Shakefpear,  on  thy  name, 
''  Am  I  thus  ample  to  thy  book  and  fame  : 
*'  While  I  confefs  thy  writings  to  be  fuch, 
*'  As  neither  man  nor  mufe  can  praife  too  much. 
"  'Tis  true,  and  all  mens  fufFrage.     But  thefe  w^ys 
"  Were  not  the  paths  I  meant  unto  thy  praife : 
*«  For  feeliefl  ignorance  on  thefe  may  light, 
"  Which,  when  it  founds  at  beft,  but  ecchoes  right; 
*'  Or  blind  afFedion,  which  doth  ne'er  advance 
"  The  truth,  but  gropes,  and  urgeth  all  by  chance ; 
"  Or  crafty  malice  might  pretend  this  praife, 
"  And  think  to  ruine,   where  it  fcem'd  to  raife, 
*'  Thefe  are,  as  fome  infamous  band,  or  whore, 
<*  Should  praife  a  matron.     What  could  hurt  her  more  ? 

"  But 
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"  But  thou  art  proof  againft  them,  and  indeed 

"  Above  th'  ill  fortune  of  them,  or  the  need. 

''  I  therefore  will  begin,  foul  of  the  age  ! 

"  The  applaufe  !   delight  !  the  wonder  of  our  fla^e  ! 

*'  My  Shakefpear  rife  ;  I  will  not  lodge  thee  by 

''  Chaucer,  or  Spencer,  or  bid  Beaumont  lye 

*'  A  little  further,  to  make  thee  a  room  : 

*'  Thou  art  a  monument  without  a  tomb, 

**  And  art  alive  ftill,  while  thy  book  doth  live, 

*'  And  we  have  wits  to  read,  and  praife  to  give. 

*'  That  I  not  mix  thee  fo,  my  brain  excufes ; 

*'  I  mean  with  great,   but  difproportion'd  mufes : 

"  For  if  I  thought  my  judgment  were  of  years, 

''  I  ihould  commit  thee  furely  with  thy  peers, 

*'  And  tell  how  far  thou  didft  our  Lily  out-fhine, 

*'  Or  fporting  Kid,  or  Marlow's  mighty  line. 

''  And  though  thou  had  ft  fmall  Latin  and  lefs  Greek, 

*<  From  thence  to  honour  thee,  I  would  not  feek 

<'  For  names  ;  but  call  forth  thund'ring  iEfchylus, 

'«  Euripides,  and  Sophocles  to  us, 

"  Pacuvius,  Accius,  him  of  Cordova  dead, 

"  To  live  again,  to  hear  thy  bufkin  tread, 

<f  And  (hake  a  ftage  :  or,  when  thy  focks  were  on, 

"  Leave  thee  alone  for  the  comparifon 

*'  Of  all,  that  infolent  Greece,  or  haughty  Rome 

*'  Sent  forth,  or  fmce  did  from  their  afties  come. 

"  Triumph,  my  Britain,  thou  haft  one  to  fhow, 

*'  To  whom  all  fcenes  of  Europe  homage  owe. 

*'  He  was  not  of  an  age,   but  for  all  time  ! 

*'  And  all  the  mufes,  ftill  were  in  their  prime, 

"  When  like  Apollo  he  came  forth  to  warm 

"  Our  ears,  or  like  a  Mercury  to  charm  ! 

''  Nature  herfelf  was  proud  of  his  defignes, 

"  And  joy'd  to  wear  the  drefEng  of  his  lines  ! 

*«  Which  were  fo  richly  fpun,  and  woven  fo  fit, 

*'  As,  fmce,  fhe  will  vouch fafe  no  other  wit. 

'•  The  merry  Greek,  tart  Ariftophanes 

'«  Neat  Terence,  witty  Plautus,  now  not  pleafe  ; 

'«  But  antiquated,   and  deferted  lye, 

^*  As  they  were  not  of  nature's  family. 

''  Yet 
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*«  Yet  muft  I  not  give  nature  all :  thy  art, 
«  My  gentle  Shakefpear,  muft  enjoy  a  part. 
"  For  tho'  the  poet's  matter  nature  be, 
*'  His  art  doth  give  the  fafhion.     And,  that  he 
*'  Who  cafts  to  write  a  living  line,   muft  fweat, 
«'  (Such  as  thine  are)   and  ftrike  the  fecond  heat 
"  Upon  the  mufes  anvile ;  turn  the  fame, 
"  (And  himfelf  with  it)  that  he  thinks  to  frame; 
"  Or  for  the  lawrel,  he  may  gain  a  fcorn, 
"  For  a  good  poet's  miade,  as  well  as  born. 
"  And  fuch  wert  thou.     Look  how  the  father's  face 
"  Lives  in  his  Ifaac,  even  fo  the  race 
*'  Of  Shakefpear's  mind  and  manners  brightly  ihines 
"  In  his  well  torned,  and  true  filed  lines  : 
"  In  each  of  which  he  feems  to  fhake  a  lance, 
"  As  brandifti'd  at  the  eyes  of  ignorance. 
"  Sweet  fwan  of  Avon  !   what  a  fight  it  were 
"  To  fee  thee  in  our  water  yet  appear, 
*'  And  make  thofe  flights  upon  the  banks  of  Thames, 
"  That  fo  did  take  Eliza,  and  our  James  ! 
"  But  ftay,  I  fee  thee  in  the  hemifphere 
"  Advanc'd,  and  made  a  conftellation  there  I 
"  Shine  forth,  thou  ftarre  of  poets,  and  with  rage, 
*«  Or  influence,  chide,  or  chear  the  drooping  ftage, 
*'  Which,  fince  thy  flight  from  hence,  hath  mourn'd  like 

night, 
"  And  defpairs  day,  but  for  thy  volume's  light." 

BEN  JOHNSON. 

SHARP  (Dr.  John)  an  Englifh  prelate,  was  the  fon 
of  an  eminent  tradefman  of  Bradford  in  Yorkftiire  ;  and  was 
born  there  the  i6th  of  February  1644.  He  was  admitted  ^.^""^^ 
into  Chrift  college  in  Cambridge  1660,  and  took  the  degrees  ^^  ^^^^^y* 
in  arts  at  the  proper  feafons  :  yet,  notwithftanding  his 
great  merit,  could  not  obtain  a  fellowftiip,  becaufe  his  county 
was  full.  In  1667,  he  went  into  orders  ;  and  the  fame  year, 
through  recommendation  of  Dr.  Henry  More,  became  do- 
meftic  chaplain  to  Sir  Heneage  Finch,  then  attorney  general. 
In  1672,  he  was  made  archdeacon  of  Berkftiire ;  preben- 
dary 
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dary  of  Norwich,  in  1675  ;  and  redor,  firft  of  Bartholomew 
near  the  Royal  Exchange  London,  and  then  of  St.  Giles  in 
the  Fields,  in  the  fame  year.  The  year  after,  he  married 
Elizabeth,  a  younger  daughter  of  William  Palmer  of  Win- 
thorp  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  Efq;  In  1679,  he  accept- 
ed the  le6ture  of  St.  Laurence  Jewry  London,  at  the  earneft 
defire  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Whichcot,  then  re6lor  of  the  faid 
parifli ;  and  held  it  as  long  as  the  doctor  lived,  which  was 
till  1683,  and  no  longer.  He  took  a  do(5lor  of  divinity's  de- 
gree the  fame  year,  1679.  In  168 1,  he  was  made  dean  of 
Norwich,  by  the  intereft  of  his  patron  Sir  Heneage  Finch, 
then  lord  chancellor  of  England.  In  1686,  he  was  fufpend- 
ed  for  taking  occafion,  in  fome  of  his  fermons,  to  vindicate 
the  do6trIne  of  the  church  of  England,  in  oppofition  to  po- 
pery. In  1688,  he  was  fworn  chaplain  to  king  James  If, 
being  then  probably  reftored  after  his  fufpcnfion  ;  for  it  is 
certain,  that  he  was  chaplain  to  king  Charles  II,  and  at- 
tended as  court-chaplain  at  the  coronation  of  king  James  II, 
though  we  do  not  hnd  when  he  was  firft  made  fo.  In  1689, 
he  was  made  dean  of  Canterbury.  Upon  the  deprivation  of 
the  bifhops,  for  refufing  the  oaths  to  king  William  and  queen 
Mary,  he  had  an  offer  made  him  to  fucceed  in  fome  of  thofc 
vacancies  ;  but  could  not  by  any  means  be  perfuaded  to  ac- 
cept it.  Upon  this,  in  1691,  his  intimate  friend  Dr.  Tillot- 
fon  came  to  him,  and  told  him,  that  fmce  he  had  fo  abfo- 
lutely  refufed  to  accept  any  bifhopric  vacant  by  the  depriva- 
tion, he  knew  but  one  expedient  for  him  to  avoid  the  king's 
difpleafure  ;  which  was,  to  put  his  refufal  upon  the  defire  of 
ftaying  till  the  death  of  Dr.  Lamplugh,  that  he  might  be 
preferred  in  his  own  country.  To  which  he  replied,  that  he 
would  do  any  thing  to  avoid  his  majefty*s  difpleafure  ;  and 
accordingly  promifed  to  accept  the  archbifliopric  when  va- 
cant, which  happened  in  May  1692.  In  1702,  he  preached 
the  fermon  at  the  coronation  of  queen  Anne  ;  was  fworn  of 
the  privy  council  ;  and  made  lord  almoner  to  her  majefty. 
He  died  at  Bath  the  2d  of  February  1713,  and  was  interred 
in  the  cathedral  of  York  ;  where  a  monument  is  erected  to 
his  memory,  with  an  infcription  written  by  biftjop  Smal- 
ridge. 

His  fermons  were  colleded  after  his  death,  and  have  been 

fever  al 
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feveral  times  printed,  in  feven  volumes,  8vo.  It  was  by 
preaching  boldly  in  difficult  times,  that  this  divine  raifed 
himfelf  to  fo  high  a  ftation  in  the  church  ;  not,  but  be  was 
a  man  of  real  abilities  and  exemplary  life,  as  his  fermons 
have  been  admired  and  much  read  for  their  good  fenfe,  arjd 
forceable  manner. 

SHEFFIELD  (John)    duke   of  Buckinghamfliire, 
and  a  writer  of  fome  name  both  in  verfe  and  profe,  was  born 
about  1650,  i^  we  may  believe  himfelf;  for  he  tells  us,  that 
he  was  feventeen,  when  prince  Rupert  and  the  duke  of  Al- 
bemarle jointly   commanded   the   fleet  againft  the    Dutch, 
which  was  in  1666  :  fo  that  the  author  of  the  Peerage  of  M«moirs  of 
England  mu^hz  miftaken,   who  places  his  birth  in  1646.   PHnted* 
He  loft  his  father  at  nine  years  of  age  ;  and  his  mother  mar-   anions  1*'^ 
rying  lord  Oflulfton,   the  care  of  his  education  was  left  in- 
tircly  to  a  governor,  who  travelled   with  him  into  France, 
but  did  not  greatly  improve  him  in  his  ftudies.    Having  how- 
ever fine  parts  and  a  turn  to  letters,   he  made  up  the  defe£^s 
of  his  education,    and  acquired   a  very  competent  fhare  of 
learning.     He  went  a  volunteer  in  the  fecond  Dutch  war  ; 
and  afterwards,   between  1673  and  1675,   made  a  campaign 
in  the  French  fcrvice.     As  Tangier  was  in  danger  of  being 
taken  by  the  Moors,  he  offered  to  head  the  forces  which 
were  fent  to  defend  it,  and  accordingly  was  appointed  com- 
mander of  them.     He  was  then  earl  of  Mulgrave,  and   one 
of  the  lords  of  the  bed-chamber  to  king  Charles  II.    In  May 
1674,  he  was  inftalled  knight  of  the  garter  ;  and  now  began 
to  make  a  figure  at  court.  An  afFedion  to  the  princefs  Anne, 
and  an  attempt  to  be  more  clofely  conne£^ed  with  her,  in- 
volved him   about  this   time  in  fome   fmall   difgrace  with 
Charles  II ;  whofe  favor  however  he  foon  recovered,  and  en- 
joyed ever  after.     He  does  not,  by  this  prefumption   as  it 
was  called,  feem  to  have  offended  the  princefs  in  the  leaft : 
«  Queen  Anne,  fays  a  certain  writer,  who  undoubtedly  had   catalogue  *f 
**  no  turn  to  gallantry,  yet  fo  far  refembled  her  predeceflbr   royal  and 
"  Elizabeth,  as  not  to  diflike  a  little  homage  to  her  perfon.   ^1^)5  **toy, 
*'  This  duke  was  immediately  rewarded  on  her  acceflion,    II.  p.  119. 
*' for  having  made  love   to  her  before  her  marriage."     He   ^^^^^^* 
continued   in  feveral  great  pofts,  during  i;he  fhort  reign  of 

king 
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king  James  II :  he  had  been  appointed  lord  chamberlain  of 

his  majefty's  houftiold  in  1685,  and  was  alfo  one  of  his  privy 

council.      He  underftood  a  court  perfe6lly  well ;   and  "  was 

Hift.  ofhis     "  apt,   as  bifhop  Burnet  fays,  to  comply  with  every  thing 

own  Times,    ^  ^^^^  ^^  thought  might  be  acceptable.  He  went,  continues 

p.  683,  "  the  hiftorian,   with   the  king  to  mafs,  and  kneeled  at  it  : 

''  and   being  looked   on  as  indifferent  to  all  religions,  the 

''  priefts  made  an  attack  on  him.   He  heard  them  gravely  ar- 

*'  guing  for  tranfiibftantiation  :  he  told  them,  he  was  willing 

"  to  receive  inftru61:ion  :   he  had  taken  much  pains  to  bring 

*'  himfelf  to  believe  in  God,   who   made  the  world  and   all 

*'  men  in  it :   but  it  muft  not  be  an  ordinary  force  of  argu- 

"  ment,  that  could  make  him  believe,  that  man  was  quits 

"  with  God,  and  made  God  again." 

He  greatly  difapproved  feveral  imprudent  and  unjuftiflable 
meafurcs  taken  by  king  James,  yet  was  not  a  friend  to  the 
revolution  ;  and,  though  he  paid  his  refpeds  to  king  Wil- 
liam, before  he  was  advanced  to  the  throne,  yet  was  not  in 
any  poft  of  the  government  till  fome  years  after.  Never- 
thelefs,  when  it  was  debated  in  parliament,  whether  the 
prince  of  Orange  ihould  be  proclaimed  king,  or  the  princefs 
reign  folely  in  her  own  right,  he  voted  and  fpoke  for  the 
former.  He  was  created  marquis  of  Normanby  by  king  Wil- 
liam, enjoyed  fome  confiderable  pofts  under  that  prince,  and 
was  generally  pretty  well  in  his  favor  and  confidence.  In  April 
1702,  after  theacceflion  of  queen  Anne,  he  was  fworn  lord 
privy  feal  ;  was  appointed  the  fame  year  one  of  the  com- 
miffioners,  to  treat  of  an  union  between  England  and  Scot- 
land ;  and,  in  March  following,  was  created  duke  of  Nor- 
manby firft,  and  then  duke  of  Buckinghamfhire.  He  was 
always  attached  to  tory  principles ;  and  was  inftrumental  in 
the  change  of  the  miniftry  in  17 10.  Before  this  time,  he 
had  been  out  of  place,  and  did  not  fo  much  as  pay  his  com- 
pliments at  courts;  but,  in  171 1,  he  was  made  Reward  of 
her  majefty's  houfehold,  and  prefident  of  the  council,^  and 
fo  continued  to  the  end  of  her  reign.  Upon  her  deceafe, 
Augufl:  the  ift  17 14,  he  was  one  of  the  lords  juftices  of 
Great  Britain,  till  George  I  arrived  from  Hanover:  after 
which,  he  feems  to  have  been  laid  afide,  as  of  principles  and 
a  qomplejiion   different  from  the  fucceeding  miniftry,  and 

therefore 
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therefore  of  no  farther  ufe.  He  fpent  the  remainder  of  his 
life  in  an  indolent  retirement,  and  died  the  24th  of  Fe- 
bruary i-'io-iy  aged  feventy-five  years.  He  was  buried  in 
Weftminfter-Abbey,  after  lying  Tome  days  in  ftate  at  Buck- 
inoham-Houfe  ;  and  a  monument  was  ere£led  over  him,  with 
this  infcription  as  directed  in  his  will  :  viz.  in  one  place. 

Pro  Rege  faepe,  pro  Republica  femper. 

In  another  place, 

Dubius,  fed  non   improbus  vixl. 
Incertus  morlor,  fed  inturbatus. 
Humanum  eft  nefcire  &  errare. 
Chriftum  adveneror,  Deo  confido 
Omnipotenti,   benevolentiffimo. 
Ens  Entium,  mifere  mei. 

The  fecond  line  (^f  the  epitaph  ftands  as  follows  on  the 
duke's  monument,  Incertus  morior,  non  perturbatus ;  an,d 
the  words  Chriftum  adveneror  are  omitted,  at  the  defire,  as 
is  fald,  of  the  pious  bifhop  Atterbury,  who  thought  the  verb 
adveneror  not  full  enough,  as  applied  to  Chrift.  Great 
clamours,  it  feems,  were  raifed  againft  this  epitaph,  many 
aflerting  that  it  proved  the  duke  a  fceptic :  and,  as  great  a 
trifle  as  it  may  feem,  his  grace's  orthodoxy  became  the  fub- 
jcct  of  a  controverfy :  it  was  however  defended  in  form  by 
the  reverend  Dr.  Fiddes,  in  a  letter  to  a  Free-thinker,  1721, 
in  8vo.  The  duke  had  three  wives,  the  laft  of  which  was 
Catherine,  natural  daug^hter  to  king  James  II,  by  Catherine 
Sidley,  who  was  created  countefs  of  Dorchefter.  He  ha4 
only  one  fon  by  this  lady,  who,  dying  at  Rome  1 735,  juft 
when  he  had  entered  his  2Cth  year,  left  the  family- eftate  to 
be  inherited  by  natural  children,  of  which  the  duke  had 
feveral. 

His  writings  were  fplendidly  printed  in  1723,  in  two  vo- 
lumes'4to,  and  have  fmce  been  reprinted  1729,  in  two  vo- 
lumes 8vo.  The  firft  contains  his  poems  upon  various  fub- 
jc£ls  :  the  fecond  his  profe-works,  which  confift  of  hlftorical 
memoirs,  fpeeches  in  parliament,  characters,  dialogues,  cri- 
tical obfervations,  effays,  and  letters.     It  may  be  proper  to 

Vol.  X.  A  a  obferve, 
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obferve,  that  the  edition  of  1729  is  caftrated,  fome  particu- 
lars relating  to  the  revolution  in  that  of  1723  having  given 
ofFence.  Great  elogiums  have  been  beftov/ed  upon  our  no- 
ble author  and  his  vi^orks. 


*'  Happy  that  author  !  "whoCe  corredt  efTay 
'«  Repairs  fo  well  our  old  Horatian  way. 

Roscommon  on  tranflated  verfe. 

It  is  the  duke's  EJhy  on  Poetry^  which  lord  Rofcommen  here 
alludes  to, 

"  Sharp-judging  Adriel,  the  mufes  friend, 
**  Himfelf  a  mufe  : — in  Sanhedrim's  debate, 
*'  True  to  his  prince,  but  not  a  flave  to  flate. 

Dryden's  Abfalom  and  Achitophel. 

Mr.  Dryden  has  given  many  other  teftimonies  of  his  grace's 
critical  and  poetic  merit.  He  dedicated  his  tranflation  of 
Virgil's  ^neid  to  him,  and  gave  this  reafon  for  it  in  the 
clofe  of  his  dedication  :  ^'  had  I  not  addrefled  to  a  poet,  and 
**  a  critic  of  the  firft  magnitude,  I  had  myfelf  been  taxed 
**  for  want  of  judgment,  and  fhamed  my  patron  for  want  of 
"  underftanding," 

*'  Rofcommon  firft,  then  Mulgrave,  rofe  like  light, 

*'  To  clear  our  darknefs,  and  to  guide  our  flight : 

*'  With  fteady  judgment,  and  in  lofty  founds, 

*'  They  give  us  patterns,  and  they  fet  us  bounds. 

"  The  Stagyrite  and  Horace  laid  afide, 

<'  Inform'd  by  them,  we  need  no  foreign  guide. 

''  Who  feek  from  poetry  a  lafting  name, 

"  May  from  their  leflbns  learn  the  road  to  fame. 

Ld.  Lansdown's  EiTay  on  unnatural  flights. 

"  Happy  the  poet  !  bleft  the  lays  ! 

"  Which  Buckingham  has  dcign'd  to  praif^. 

P  R  I  o  r's  Alma. 

"  Nor 
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«'  Nor  Tyber's  ftreams  no  courtly  Gallus  fee, 
«'  But  fmiling  Thames  enjoys  his  Normanby. 

Garth's  Difpenfary. 

<'  Yet  fome  there  were  among  the  founder  few 

<«  Of  thofe,  who  lefs  prefum'd  and  better  knew  : 

*'  Who  durft  aflert  the  jufter  ancient  caufe, 

*'  And  here  reftor'd  wit*s  fundamental  laws. 

''  Such  was  the  mufe,  whofe  rules  and  pra6tice  tell, 

"  Nature's  chief  majierpiece  is  writing  well 

P  o  P  e's  EfTay  on  Criticifm. 

This  laft  line  is  taken  from  the  duke's  Eflay  on  Poetry,  "  We 

"  have  three  poems  in  our  tongue,  fays  Mr.  Addifon,  which   Speftator, 

"  are  of  the  fame  nature,  and  each  of  them  a  mafterrpiece  in   No.  253, 

*'  its  kind  :  the  EJfay  on  Tranjlated  Verfe^  the  E£ay  on  Poetry^ 

"  and  the  EJfay  on  Criticifm^'' — Our  language,  fays  bifhop 

Burnet,  "  is  now  certainly  proper,  and  more  natural  than  it   P^^^-  to  ^}^ 

*'  was  formerly,  chiefly  fmce  the  corre6lion  that  was  given   uiopia. 

"  by  the  Rehearfal ;   and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  t\\Q  EJJay  on 

*'  Poetry^  which  may  well  be  matched  with  the  bell:  pieces 

**  of  its  kind  that  even  Auguflus's   age  produced,  will  have 

''  a  more   powerful   operation  ;  if  clear  fenfe,  joined    with 

'«  home  but  gentle  reproofs,   can  work  more  on  our  writers, 

"  than  that  unmerciful  expofing  of  them  has  done." 

If  ever  laudari  a  laudatis  viris  could  (lamp  credit  and  laft- 
ing  reputation,   it  muft  have  done  it  here  ;  for  it  is  not  eafy 
to  produce  a  characSter,  better  fupported  with  teftimonies  of 
it*s  real  worth  and  merit.     We  have  been  at  the  pains  of 
tranfcribing  thefe  teftimonies,  chiefly  to  fhew  what  a  precari- 
ous and  uncertain  thing  literary  reputation  is,   and  how  mi- 
ferably  many  an  author  may  flatter  and  delude  himfelf  with 
dreams  and  vifions   of  immortal  fame :  for  hear,  what  two 
of  the  prefent  times  have  faid  of  this  fo  much  admired  duke 
of  Buckinghamfhire.     "  The    coldnefs    and    neglect,  fays   Eflay  on  the 
"  one   of  them,   with  which  this  writer,   formed  only    on   writings  and 
"  the  French  critics,  fpeaks  of  Milton,  muft  be  confidered  Pope,^*! 
*'  as  proofs  of  his  want  of  critical  difcernment,   or  of  criti-    ^92»  i75^« 
*'  cal  courage.     I  can  recolle6l  no  performance  of  Bucking- 
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"  ham,  that  ftamps  him  a  true  genius  :  his  reputation  was 
*'  owing  to  his  rank.     In  reading  his  poems,  one  is  apt  to  ex- 
"  claim  with  our  author, 

"  What  woful  fluff  this  Madrigal  would  be, 
*'  In  fome  ftarv'd  hackney  fonneteer,  or  me  ? 
*'  But  let  a  lord  once  own  the  happy  lines, 
"  How  the  wit  brightens,  how  the  ftile  refines  ! 

*'  It  is  certain,  fays  the  other,  that  his  grace's  compofitions  in 
"  profe  have  nothing  extraordinary  in  them  ;  his  poetry  is 
"  moft  indifferent ;  and  the  greateft  part  of  both  is  already 
"  fallen  into  total  negle(Sl."  We  mean  not  to  reft  the  duke's 
literary  merit  upon  the  authority  of  thefetwo  writers,  but  only 
to  fhew  the  fenfe  the  prefent  age  has  of  it,  as  here  reprefented 
by  them. 

'  SHERBURNE   (Sir  Edward)   an  EngliOi  gentle- 
man, fon  of  Edward  Sherburne,  efq;  a  native  of  Oxford,   was 
born  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Giles's  Cripplegate  in  London,  on 
the  1 8th  of  September  1618,  and   trained   up   in  grammar 
learning  under  Mr.  Thomas  Farnaby.     In  the  year  1640,  he 
was  fent  by  his  father  to  travel  abroad  ;   and   after  ftaying 
fome  time  in  France,   was  about  to  go  to  Italy,  but  was   re- 
called on  account  of  his  father's  ficknefs,  who  died  foon  after 
his  return,  about-Chriftmas  1641.     Upon  his  father's  deceafe. 
Sir  Edward  fucceeded   him  in  the  clerkfhip  of  his   majefty's 
ordnance  ;   but  about  the  month  of  May,  was  ejected  from  his 
place  by  warrant  of  the  boufe  of  lords,  and  committed  prifoner 
to  the  Black  Rod  for  adhering  to  the  king's  interefts.      In 
Odlober  he  was  releafed,  and  went  immediately  to  the  king, 
who  made  Him  commiflary  general  of  his  artillery  ;   in  which 
place  he  ferved  at  the  battle  of  Edge-Hill,  and  fome  time  after. 
In  the  mean  while,  he  was  deprived  of  a  confiderable  eftate, 
had  his  hotfe  plundered,  and  a  very  fine  library  taken  away. 
^  After   the  battle  of  Edge-Hill,  he  retired  with  his  majefty  to 
Oxford,  where  he  was  created  mafter  of  arts  ;  and  after  the 
furrender  of  Oxford  to  the  parliament,  lived  for  fome  time  in 
the  Middle-Temple  at  London,  where  he  publiflied   feveral 
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Lond.  1648.  2.  "  Seneca's  Anfwer  to  Lucilius's  ^are^  why 
"  good  Men  fuffer  Misfortunes^  feeing  there  is  a  Divine  Pro- 
"-^  vidence  ?  ^*  Lond.  1648.  Dedicated  to  king  Charles  I. 
during  his  captivity  in  the  Ifls  of  Wight.  3.  A  Colle£lion  of 
Poems  and  Tranflatians,  165 1  ;  on  which  the  learned  Tho- 
mas Stanley,  efq;  author  of  the  Lives  of  the  Philofophefs^  wrote 
a  copy  of  verfes  beginning  thus  : 

Dear  friend^  I  quefiion^  nor  can  yet  decide^ 
Whether  thou  more  art  rny  delight  and  pride. 

Upon  the  return  of  Sir  George  Savile,  afterwards  marquifs 
of  Halifax,  from  his  travels  in  1652,  he  was  invited  to  take 
upon  him  the  charge  of  his  affairs  ;  and  fome  time  after  re- 
commended by  lady  Savile  to  undertake  the  tuition  of  her  ne- 
phew Sir  John  Coventry  in  his  travels  abroad.  He  fet  out 
with  him  from  England  in  March,  1654  ;  and  having  travel- 
led through  France,  Italy,  part  of  Hungary,  Germany,  Hol- 
land, and  Flanders,  returned  about  the  end  of  October,  1659. 
After  the  reftoration,  he  recovered  his  place  of  clerk  of  the 
ordnance,  *'  which  had  been  given,  fays  Wood,  to  another 
perfon  by  that  bufy  man  "  Sir  Antony  A(hley  Cooper,  after- 
wards Earl  of  Shartfbjry  :  though  the  beft  perquifites  of  his 
ofEce  were  foon  after  retrenched  to  the  value  of  500I.  perann. 
on  which  account  hi:j  majefty  fettled  on  him  an  annual  pen- 
fion^ofiool.  In  16S2,  his  majefty  alfo  conferred  upon  him 
the  honour  of  knight- hood  ;  by  way  of  recompence,  as  Wood 
tells  us,  for  fome  troubles  he  met  with  at  the  time  of  the 
Popi{h  plot,  on  a  fufpicion  of  his  being  a  Roman  catholic  : 
which  fufpicion,  together  with  a  firm  adherence  to  h!s  old 
principles,  was  probably  the  reafon,  why  he  loft  his  clerkftiip 
of  the  ordnance,  upon  the  abdication  of  James  II.  He  be- 
took himfelf  ever  after  to  a  retired  and  ftudious  courfe  of  life ; 
and  died  November  the  4th  1702,  in  the  85th  year  of 
hib  age.  He  was  a  gentleman  extremely  accomplifhed  in  the 
belles  lettres  ;  underftood  the  Greek,  Latin,  French,  Italian, 
and  Spanifli  languages  ;  and  was  very  ^onverfant  with  their 
writers,  efpecially  their  poets. 

Befides  the  works  already  mentioned,  he  publiftied  fome 
others  ;   as,  4.  The  Sphere  of  Manilius^'*  made  Eriglifh  ;  dedi- 
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cated  to  Charles  II,  and  printed  in  1675.  It  contains  only 
the  firft  book  of  iManllius.  5.  Troades,  or  the  Royal  Captives^ 
a  tragedy  trandated  from  Seneca,  and  printed  in  1679.  7. 
He  had  likewife  in  manufcript  a  tranflation  of  Seneca's  trage- 
dy of  Hyppolitus ;  and  the  tranflation  of  Theocritus's  fixteenth 
IdylUum^  printed  in  Tate's  Mifcellanies,  is  afcribed  to  Sir  Ed- 
ward Sherburne. 

SHERLOCK  (Dr.  William  )  an  Englifli  divine, 
was  born  in  Southwark  about  the  year  1641  ;  and  educated 
at  Eaton  fchool,  where  he  diftinguiflied  himfelf  by  the  vigor 
General  of  his  genius  and  application  to  his  ftudies.  Thence  he  re- 
moved to  Peter  Houfe  in  Cambridge,  where  he  took  a  bache- 
lor of  arts  degree  in  1660,  and  a  mafter'sin  1665  ;  and  four 
years  after,  became  re£tor  of  St.  George's  Botolph  Lane  in 
London.  In  1680,  he  took  a  doctor  of  divinity's  degree  ;  and, 
the  following  year,  was  collated  to  a  prebend  of  St.  Paul's. 
Soon  after  this,  he  was  chofen  mafter  of  the  temple,  and  had 
the  rectory  of  Therfield  in  Hertford  (hire.  After  the  revolu- 
tion, he  was  fufpended  from  his  preferments,  for  refufing  the 
oaths  to  king  William  and  queen  Mary  ;  but  at  laft  took  them, 
and  in  1691  was  made  dean  of  St.  Pauls.  He  was  the  author 
of  near  fifty  books  and  pamphlets,  the  greater  part  of  which 
were  of  the  controverfial  kind.  He  wrote  feveral  pieces  a- 
gainft  the  papifts,  in  the  reign  of  king  James  II  :  he  had  a 
terrible  controverfy  with  South  upon  the  doctrine  of  the  Tri- 
nity :  he  wrote  againfl:  the  Socinians,  and  againft  the  Diflen- 
ters  :  and  he  was  obliged  to  defend  himfelf  againft  the  clamors 
and  attacks  of  the  Nonjurors,  after  he  had  confented  to  take 
the  oaths.  This  he  did  in  a  piece,  intitled,  ''  The  Cafe  of  the 
''  Allegiance  due  to  Sovereign  Princes  ftated  and  refolved,  ac- 
*'  cording  to  Scripture,  and  Reafon,  and  the  Principles  of  the 
"  Church  of  England,  with  a  more  particular  refpe61:  to  the 
*'  Oath  lately  enjoined  of  Allegiance  to  their  prefent  Majefties 
*'  King  William  and  Queen  Mary."  i6go,  in  4to.  He  was 
the  author  alfo  of  feveral  works,  not  controverfial  -,  and  his 
"  Practical  Treatife  on  Death,"  in  particular,  has  been  high- 
ly valued  and  very  much  read.  He  died  at  Hampftead  in 
Middlefex  the  19th  of  June  1707,  in  the  67th  year  of  his 
age  J  and  was  interred  in  the  cathedral  of  St,  Paul.     He  left 
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two  fons  and  two  daughters  :  the  eldeft  of  his  fons  was  Dr. 
Thomas  Sherlock,  the  late  bifhop  of  London.  Bifliop  Bur- 
net fays,  that  "  he  was  a  clear,  polite,  and  a  ftrong  writer, 
"  but  apt  to  afTume  too  much  to  himfelf,  and  to  treat  his  ad- 
«<  verfaries  with  contempt.  This  created  him  many  enemies, 
"  and  made  him  pafs  for  an  infolent  haughty  man." 

SHERLOCK  (Dr.  Thomas)  late  bifliop  of  London,  was 
the  fonofDr.  William  Sherlock,  and  born  in  the  year  1678. 
He  was  fent,  after  a  proper  preparation,  to  Catherine  Hall  in 
Cambridge,  where  he  took  his  degrees  ;  and  of  which  he 
became  mafter.  He  difcovered  early  not  only  great  parts,, 
with  deep  and  extenfive  learning,  but  alfo  great  wifdom,  poli- 
cy, and  talents  for  governing  :  and  it  was  in  allufion  to  this 
part  of  his  charader,  that  Dr.  Bentley,  during  his  fquabbles  at 
Cambridge,  gave  him  the  nickname  of  Cardinal  Alberoni. 
This  we  learn  from  a  piece,  written  againflDr.  Bentley  in  the 
year  1720,  by  Dr.  Middleton  \  who,  in  oppofition  to  the  faid 
do6lor  and  his  adherents,  calls  Dr.  Sherlock  "  the  prin- 
"  cipal  champion  and  ornament  of  both  church  and  uni- 
'«  verfity." 

He  was  made  mafter  of  the  Temple  very  young,  upon  the 
refignation  of  his  father.;  and,  what  is  very  remarkable,  this 
mafterfliip  was  held  fucceffively  by  father  and  fon  for  more 
than  feventy  years.  His  firft  appearance  as  an  author,  as  fai- 
as  we  are  able  to  difcover,  was  in  the  way  of  controverly  _;  aiiid 
that  too  carriL^d  on  with  uncommon  warmth  and  fpirit.  He 
was  at  the  head  of  the  oppofition  againft  Dr.  Hoadly,  then 
bifliop  of  Bangor  :  during  which  conteft  he  publiflied  a  great 
number  of  pieces.  One  of  the  principal  is  intitled,  "  A  Via- 
"  dication  of  the  Corporation  and  Teft  Acts  :  in  Anfwer  to 
*'  the  Bifliop  of  Bangor's  Reafons  for  the  Repeal  of  them. 
"  To  which  is  added  a  fecond  Part,  concerning  the  Religion 
"  of  Oaths."  17 18,  in  8vo.  He  was  dean  of  Chichefter,  as 
*'  well  as  mafter  of  the  Temple,  when  he  wrote  this.  The 
bifliop  of  Bangor  anfwered  him  in  a  piece,  intitled,  '^  The 
"  common  Rights  of  Subjeds,  d^ended  ;  and  the  Nature  of  the 
"  facramental  Teft,  confidered,"  17 19,  in  8vo.  yet,  while 
he  oppofed  ftrenuoufly  the  principles  of  his  antagonift,  he 
gave  the  ftrongeft  tcftimony  that  could  be  oi  his  abilities ;  for, 
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in  the  beginning  of  his  preface,  he  calls  his  book  "  an  An- 
''  fwer  to  the  moft  plaufible  and  ingenious  Defence,  that,  he 
"  thinks,  has  ever  yet  been  publifhsd,  of  excluding  mt-n  from 
''  their  acknowledged  civil  Rights,  upon  the  account  of  their 
*'  differences  in  Reh'gion,  or  in  the  circumftances  of  Reli- 
"  gion."  Dr.  Sherlock  replied  to  the  bifhop,  in  a  fmall 
pamphlet,  wherein  he  fets  forth  "  The  true  Meaning  and 
*«  intention  of  the  Corporation  and  Teft  A6ts  aflerted,'*  &c. 
1719,  in  8vo. 

About  three  years  after,  the  celebrated  freethinker  Collins 
publi(hed  his  famous  book,  intitled,  '«  A  Difcourfe  of  the 
"  Grounds  and  Reafons  of  the  Chriftian  Religion  :"  where  he 
endeavours  to  fix  the  evidences  of  it  chiefly,  if  not  folely,  upon 
the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Teftament ;  and  then  explains  thefe 
prophecies  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  they  may  feem  to  have 
no  better  foundation,  than  the  Divination  amon^:  the  hea- 
1  edit  ^"  ^h^"s  5  "  ^^^^  learnt,  fays  he,  that  art  in  fchools,  or  under 
J737,  '^  difcipline,  as  the  Jews  did  prophefying  in  the  fchools  and 

*'  colleges  of  thcJ  prophets."  This  work  occafioned  a  great 
number  of  pieces  to  be  written  upon  the  fubje^l  of  prophecy  ; 
and  though  Dr.  Sherlock  did  not  enter  direcSlly  into  the  con- 
troverfy,  yet  he  took  an  opportunity  of  communicating  his 
fentiments,  in  fix  difcourfes  delivered  at  the  Temple-Church, 
in  April  and  May,  1724.  Thefe  Difcourfes  he  publiQied  the 
year  after,  with  this  title,  "  The  Ufe  and  Intent  of  Prophecy, 
"  in  the  feveral  ages  of  the  world.'*  8vo.  where  we  have  a 
regular  feries  of  prophecies,  deduced  through  the  feve- 
ral ages  from  the  beginning,  and  prefented  to  us  in  a 
connefled  view ;  together  with  the  various  degrees  of 
Jight  diftin6lly  marked  out,  which  were  fucceiTively  com- 
municated in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  anfwer  the  great 
end  of  religion  and  the  defigns  of  providence,  till  the  great 
events  to  which  they  pointed  fliould  receive  their  accomplifh- 
ment,  Thefe  difcourfes  have  been  exceedingly  admired,  and 
gone  through  feveral  editions.  The  fourth  correcSted  and  en- 
larged, was  publlfhed  in  1744,  8vo;  to  which  are  added, 
*'  Four  DiiFertations  :  r.  The  Authority  of  thefecond  Epiflle 
*'  of  St.  Peter.  2.  The  Senfe  of  the  Ancients  before  Chrifl, 
*^^'  upon  the  Circumftances  and  Confequences  of  the  Fall.  3. 
"  The  Blefling  of  Judah,  Gen.  xlix.  4.  Chrift's  Entry  Into 
*'  Jerufalem."    Three  of  thefe  differtations,  if  we  miftake  not, 
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accompanied  the  difcourfes  from  their  firft  publication  ;  the 
fourth  was  added  afterwards.  In  the  year  1749,  Dr.  Sher- 
lock, then  bifhop  of  London,  publiflied  "  An  Appendix  to  the 
*'  fecond  Differtation,  being  a  farther  enquiry  into  the  Mofaic 
"  account  of  the  Fall.'*  8vo.  An  adveriifcment  is  prefixed, 
fetting  forth,  that  the  difTertation  was  drawn  up  fome  years 
fince,  and  was  intended  as  an  examination  of  the  obje^lions 
made  to  the  Hiftory  of  the  Fall  by  the  author  of  the  *'  Literal 
"  Scheme  of  Prophecy ;"  but,  that  author  being  dead,  was 
now  published,  not  in  anfwer  to  him,  but  to  all,  who  call  in 
qucftion,  or  are  offended  with  the  Hiflory  of  the  Fall,  as  it 
ftands  recorded  bv  Mofes.  Whether  Dr.  Middleton,  who 
had  ridiculed  the  Literal  Hiftory  of  the  Fall,  took  himfelf  to 
be  particularly  aimed  at  here,  or  whether  he  adtedfrom  other 
private  motives  of  refentment,  we  know  not ;  but  he  publifh- 
"  ed  the  year  after,  1 750,  a  iharp  and  fatyrical  "  Examination 
*'  of  the  Difcourfes  upon  Prophecy,  with  Animadverfions  upon 
"  this  DifTertation  :"  in  which  he  undertakes  to  explain  and 
affirm  thefe  four  points,  i.  *'  That  the  ufe  of  Prophecy,  as 
"  It  was  taught  and  pradii'ed  by  Chrifl,  his  Apoftles,  and  E- 
"  vangelifts,  was  drawn  intirely  from  fmgle  and  feparate  pre- 
"  dictions,  gathered  by  them  from  the  books  of  the  Law  and 
"  the  Prophets,  and  applied,  independently  on  each  other,  to 
"  thefeveral  a6ts  and  circumftances  of  the  life  of  Jefus,  as  fo 
"  many  proofs  of  his  Divine  Miilion  ;  and,  confequently, 
"  that  his  Lordfhip*s  pretended  chain  of  Antediluvian  Pro- 
*'  phecies  is  nothing  elfe  but  a  fanciful  conceit,  which  has 
"  no  connection  at  all  with  the  evidences  of  the  Gofpel.  2. 
"  That  the  Bifliop's  expofition  of  his  Text  is  forced,  unnatu- 
"  ral,  and  inconfiflent  with  the  fenfe  of  St.  Peter,  from  whofe 
"  epiftle  it  is  taken.  3.  That  the  hiflorical  Interpretation, 
"  which  he  gives  to  the  Account  of  the  Fall,  is  abfurd  and 
'•  contradictory  to  reafon  ;  and  that  the  faid  account  cannot 
"  be  confidered,  under  any  other  characSler,  than  that  of  Al- 
"  legory.  Apologue,  or  Moral  Fable.  4.  That  the  Oracles 
''  of  the  Heathen  World,  which  his  Lordfhip  declares  to  have 
*'  been  given  out  by  the  Devil,  in  the  form  of  a  Serpent,  were 
"  all  impoftures,  wholly  managed  by  human  craft,  without 
*'  any  fupernatural  aid,  or  interpofition  whatever." 

In 
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In  the  year  1728,  Dr.  Sherlock  was  preferred  to  the  bifh- 
opric  of  Bangor  ;  and  tranflated  from  thence  to  Salifbary,  in 
1734.  In  1747,  upon  the  death  of  Dr.  Potter,  he  had  an 
offer  made  him  of  the  archbifhopric  of  Canterbury,  but  de- 
clined it  on  account  of  the  very  ill  ftate  of  health  he  was  then 
in :  yet,  recovering  in  a  good  degree,  he  ventured  to  fucceed 
bifhop  Gibfon  in  the  fee  of  London  the  year  after.  But  bo- 
dily infirmities  began  to  affe<9:  him  very  much  ;  and  though 
for  the  three  or  four  years  he  applied  himfelf  to  bufmefs,  and 
made  one  general  vifltation  of  his  diocefe  in  pcrfon,  yet  he 
was  then  vifited  with  a  very  terrible  illnefs,  which  deprived 
him  almoft  firft  of  the  ufeof  his  limbs,  and  then  of  his  fpeech, 
infomuch  that  he  could  not  be  underftood  but  by  thofe,  who 
were  conftantly  about  him.  Still  the  powers  of  his  under- 
ftanding  continued  in  their  full  vigour  ;  and  under  this  weak 
ftate  of  body,  in  which  he  lay  many  years,  he  revifed,  correc- 
ted, and  publifhed  4  vol.  of  fermons  in  8vo.  which,  befides  the 
excellencies  they  have  in  common  with  the  beft  producSlions  in 
this  way,  are  particularly  to  be  iidmired  for  their  ingenuity  and 
elegance.  He  departed  this  life,  the  18th  of  July  1761,  in 
the  84th  year  of  his  age ;  having  for  feme  years  ceafed  to  en- 
joy himfelf  with  comfort,  or  to  interfere  at  all  with  the  affairs 
of  the  world. 
g^  "  His   learning,  fays  Dr.  Nicholls,   was  very  extenfive  : 

zy.  '^  God  had  given  him  a  great  and  an  underftanding  mind,  a 

"  quick  comprehendon,  and  a  folid  judgment,  Thefe  advan- 
*'  tages  of  nature  he  improved  by  much  induftry  and  applica- 
'«  tion  ;  and  in  the  early  part  of  his  life  had  read  and  digefted 
"  well  the  antient  authors  both  Greek  and  Latin,  the  philo- 
*'  fophers,  poets,  and  orators  :  from  whence  he  acquired 
*'  that  corre61:  and  elegant  ftile,  which  appears  in  all  his 
"  compofitions.  His  knowledge  In  divinity  was  obtained 
*'  from  the  ftudy  of  the  moft  rational  writers  of  the  church, 
''  both  antient  and  modern  :  and  he  was  particularly  fond  of 
"  comparing  fcripture  with  fcrlpture,  and  efpecially  of  illuflra- 
*'  ting  the  epiftles  and  writings  of  the  apollles,  which  he 
"  thought  wanted  to  be  more  ftudied,  and  of  which  we  have 
*'  fome  fpecimens  in  his  own  difcourfes.  His  fkill  in  the  civil 
"  and  canon  law  was  very  confiderable  ,  to  which  he  had  ad- 
''  dcd  fuch  a  knowledge  of  the  common  law  of  England,  as 

"  few 
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«'  few  clergymen  attain  to.  This  it  was,  that  gave  him  that 
<*  influence  in  all  caufes,  where  the  church  was  concerned  ; 
*«  as  knowing  precifely,  what  it  had  to  claim  from  its  confti- 
*'  tutlons  and  canons,  and  what  from  the  common  law  of  the 
«*  land."  Dr.  Nicholls  then  mentions  his  conftant  and  exefn« 
plary  piety,  his  warm  and  fervent  zeal  in  preaching  the  du- 
ties and  maintaining  the  docSlrines  of  chriftianity,  and  his  large 
and  diiFufive  munificence  and  charity.  *<  The  inftances  of 
"  his  public  charities,  fays  he,  both  in  his  life-time  and  at 
*'  his  death,  are  great  and  like  himfelf.  He  has  given  laro-e 
**^  fums  of  money  to  the  corporation  of  clergymen's  fons,  to  fe- 
"  veral  of  the  hofpltals,  and  to  the  fociety  for  propagating  the 
''  gofpel  in  foreign  parts  :  and  at  the  inftance  of  the  faid  fo- 
''  ciety,  he  confented  to  print  at  his  own  charge  an  impreflion 
"  of  two  thoufand  fets  of  his  valuable  difcourfes  at  a  very 
"  confiderable  expence.  And  they  have  been  acSiually  fent  to 
"  all  the  iflands  and  colonies  in  America  ;  and  by  the  care  of 
*'  the  governors  and  clergy,  it  is  hoped  by  this  time,  that  they 
"  are  all  properly  diftributed  among  the  people  of  thofe  re- 
<*  fpe£tive  colonies,  to  their  great  improvement  in  the  know- 
"  ledge  of  rational  and  pradicalchriftianity.  And  to  mention  one 
*'  inftancemore  of  his  great  charity  and  care  for  the  education 
*'  of  youth  ;  he  has  given  to  Catherine-Hall  in  Cambridge,  the 
•••  place  of  his  education,  his  valuable  library  of  books,  and, 
"  in  his  life-time  and  at  his  death,  donations  for  the  founding 
"  a  librarian's  place,  and  a  fcholarfliip  to  the  amount  of  feve- 
''  ral  thoufand  pounds." 

SHIRLEY  (  James  )   an  Englifli  dramatic  writer  and 
poet,  was  of  an  ancient  family,  and  born  about  the  year  1594, 

in  the  parifli   of  St.  Mary  Wool-Church  London.     He  was  Langbaine's 

educated  at  Merchant-Taylors  fchool,  and  from  thence  re-  ^'^'^^""^  ^^ 

moved  to  St.  John's  college  in  Oxford  ;    where   Dr.  Laud,  tic  poets. 

then  prefident  of  that  college,  conceived  a  great  afFedlion  for  ^^^^^'^  A- 

1,-  ru-  11  1.      r  .,     then.  Oxon* 

him,  on  account  of  his  excellent  parts  ;  yet  would  often  tell  vol  11. 
him,  as  Mr.  Wood  relates,  that  ''  he  was  an  unfit  perfon  to 
"  take  the  facred  function  upon  him,  and  fhould  never  have 
"  his  confent ;"  becaufe  Mr.  Shirley  had  then  a  large  mole 
upon  his  left  cheek,  which  fome  efteemed  a  deformity.  Af- 
terwards, leaving  Oxford  without  a  degree,  he  went  to  Cam- 
bridge, 
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bridge,  where  it  is  prefumed  he  took  the  degrees  in  arts  ;  for 
he  foon  after  entered  into  orders,  and  took  a  cure  at  or  near 
St.  Albans  in  Hertford  (hire.  In  the  mean  time  growing  un- 
fettled  i'i  his  principles,  he  changed  his  religion  for  that  of 
Rome,  left  his  living,  and  taught  a  grammar  fchool  in  the 
town  of  St.  Albans  ;  but  this  employment  being  uneafy  to  hi  n, 
l)e  retired  to  London,  lived  in  Gray's-Inn,  and  fet  himfelf 
heartily  to  write  plays.  By  this  he  gained,  not  only  a  comfor- 
table livelyhood,  but  alfo  very  great  refpeit  and  encourage- 
ment from  perfons  of  quality  ;  efpecially  from  Henrietta  Maria, 
king  Charles  Ift's  queen,  who  made  him  her  fervant.  When 
the  rebellion  broke  out,  he  was  obliged  to  leave  London  and 
his  family  ;  for  he  had  a  wife  and  children  :  and  being  invited 
by  his  patron  William  Earl  of  Newcaftle,  to  take  his  fortune 
with  him  in  the  wars,  he  attended  his  lordfhip.  Upon  the 
decline  of  the  king's  caufe,  he  retired  to  London  ;  where, 
among  other  of  his  friends,  he  found  Thomas  Stanley,  efq; 
author  of  the  "  Lives  of  the  Philofophers,"  who  fupported  him 
for  the  prefent.  I'he  adting  of  plays  being  prohibited,  he 
then  returned  to  his  old  occupation  of  teaching  fchool,  which 
he  did  in  White-Friars ;  and  educated  many  youths,  who  af- 
terwards proved  eminent  men.  At  the  reftoration  feveral  of 
his  plays  were  brought  upon  the  Theatre  again  ;  and  it  is  pro- 
bable he  fubfifted  very  well,  though  it  does  not  appear  how. 
In  1666,  he  was  forced  with  his  fecond  wife  Frances,  by  the 
great  fire  in  September,  from  his  houfe  near  Fl-et-ftreet  into 
the  Parifti  of  St.  Giles's  in  the  Fields  :  where,  being  extreme- 
ly afFe6led  with  the  lofs  and  terror  that  fire  occafioned,  they 
both  died  within  the  fpaee  of  twenty  four  hours,  and  were  in- 
terred in  the  fame  grave  the  29th  of  06i:ober. 

Befides  thirty  feven  plays,  tragedies  and  comedies,  printed 
at  different  times,  he  publiftied  a  volume  of  poems  in  1646, 
8vo.  with  his  pidure  before  them  ;  and  three  trads  relating 
to  grammar.  He  affifted  his  patron  the  earl,  afterwards  duke, 
of  Newcaflle,  in  compofing  feveral  plays,  which  the  duke  pub- 
lifhed  y  as  likewife  Mr.  John  Ogilby,  in  his  tranflation  of 
Homer  and  Virgil,  with  writing  notes  on  them.  Mr.  Wood 
tells  us,  that  "  he  was  the  mofl  noted  dramatic  poet  of  his 
"  time  j"  and  Mr.  Langbaine  ealls  him  "  one  of  fuch  in- 

••  com- 
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"  comparable  parts,  that  he  was  the  chief  of  the  fecond-rate 
*«  poets,  and  by  fome  thought  even  equal  to  Fletcher 
*'  himfelf." 

There  was  one  Mr.  Henry  Shirley,  a  contemporary  of  our 
author,  who  wrote  a  tragedy,  called  "  The  Martyred  Sol- 
"  dier  ;"  which  was  often  acted  with  general  applaufe.  It 
was  printed  in  1638,  and  dedicated  by  the  publifher  J.  K.  to 
Sir  Kcnelm  Digby  ;  the  author  being  then  dead. 

SIDNEY  (Sir  Philip)  an  Englifli  gentleman  of  great 
wit,  learning,  politenefs  and  courage,  was  the  fon  of  Sir  Henry 
Sidney,  by  Mary,  eldeft  daughter  of  John  Dudley,  duke  of 
Northumberland  ;  and  was  born  as  is  fuppofed,  at  Penfhurftin 
Kent,  the  29th  of  November  1554.  Plis  chriftian  name  is  Wood's  A- 
faid  to  have  been  given  bim  by  his  father  from  king  Philip  of  vol."  I.— ^* 
Spain,  then  lately  married  to  queen  Mary  of  England.  While  General 
he  was  very  youfig,  he  was  fent  to  Chrift-Church  in  Oxford  ; 
where  he  continued,  till  he  was  about  feventeen  years  of  age, 
and  then  was  fent  to  travel.  He  was  at  Paris  the  24th  of 
Auguft  1572,  when  the  dreadful  maflacre  of  the  Hugonots 
was  made  ;  and  fled  with  other  Englifhmen  to  the  houfe  of 
Walfinaham,  the  ambaflador  there  from  England.  Thence 
he  went  through  Lorrain,  and  by  Strafburg  and  Heidelburg, 
to  Frankfort,  in  September  or  October  following.  In  Ger- 
many, he  became  acquainted  with  the  famous  Hubertus  Lan- 
guetus  ;  whofe  letters  to  him  in  Latin  were  printed  at  Am- 
fterdam  in  1646,  Sir  Philip  lived  with  him  at  Vienna  for 
fome  months;  and,  in  September  1573,  went  into  Hungary, 
and  thence  into  Italy,  where  he  continued  all  the  winter  fol- 
lowing, and  mod  of  the  fummer  of  1574.  He  returned 
then  to  Germany,  and  about  May  1575  to  England.  In 
1576,  he  was  fent  by  the  queen  to  Randolph  emperor  of 
Germany,  to  condole  the  death  of  Maximilian,  and  alfo  to 
other  princes  of  Germany  :  at  which  time,  fays  Wood,  he 
caufed  this  infcription  to  be  written  under  his  arms,  which  he 
then  hung  up  in  all  places  where  he  lodged,  viz.  Illuftriffimi 
&  generofiflimi  viri  Philippi  Sidnaei  Angli,  Proregis  Hiberniae 
filii,  Comitum  Warwici  &  Leiceftriae  nepotis,  ferenillimae  Re- 
ginae  Anglise  adCaefarem  legati.  The  year  following  in  his 
return,  he  vifited  Don  John  of  Aullria,  vice-roy  in  the  Low- 
Countries 
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Countries  for  the  king  of  Spain,   and  William  prince  of  O- 
range ;  the  former  of  whom,   though  at  firil  receiving  him 
carelefsly  on  account  of  his  youth,  yet  upon  a  clofer  converfe 
and  better  knowledge  of  him,  fliewed  him  higher  marks  of  re- 
fpe£l,  than  he   did  to  the  ambafladors  of  great  princes.     In 
1579,  though  neither  magiftrate  nor  councellor,    he  oppofed 
the  queen's  intended  marriage  with  the   duke  of  Anjou^   and 
gave  his  reafons  in  a  letter  humbly  addreflfed  to  her  majefty, 
which  is  printed  in  the  Cabbala  :   he  prefented   this  addrefs  at 
the  defire  of  Tome  great  perfon,  his  uncle  Robert  earl  of  Lei- 
cefter,  as  Mr.  Wood  fuppofes.     About  the  fame  time  there 
happened  a  high  quarrel  between  him  and  Edward  Vere  earl 
of  Oxford  :  it  was  at  a  tennis-court,  and  about  nothing: ;  yet 
was  brought  before  the  queen,  and  probably  occafioned  him  to 
withdraw  from  court  in  the  year  1580.     It  was  during  this 
retirement,  that  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  written   his  celebrated 
romance,  called  Arcadia.     In  1582,   he  was  knighted  by  her 
majefty.     In  the  beginning  of  1585,  he  defigned  an  expedi- 
tion with  Sir  Francis  Drake  into  America ;  but  was  reftrained 
by  the  queen,  and  was  made  in  October  governor  of  Fiufliinc*-, 
and  general  of  the  horfe.     Flufhing  was  about  that  time  de- 
livered to  her  majeft}',  as  one  of  the  cautionary  towns.    He 
diftinguiflied  himfelf  in  both  thefe  pofts  by  his  valor  and  pru- 
dence.    In  July  15^6,  he  furprifed  Axil  j  and  preferved  the 
lives  and  honor  of  the  Englifli  army,  at  the  enterprize  of 
Gravelin.     In  fhort  his  reputation  and  the  fame  of  his  defert 
was  fo  univerfal,  that.  Sir  Robert  Naunton  tells  us,  "  he  was 
*«  in  election  for  the  kingdom  of  Poland  j  and  that  the  queen 
*'  refufed  to  further  his  preferment,  not  out  of  emulation,  but 
*'  out  of  fear  to  lofe  the  jewel  of  his  time."     But  the  glory  of 
this  Marcellus  of  the  Englifli  nation,  as  it  flione  exceedingly 
fplendid  for  the  time,  fo  it  was  but  fliort  lived  :  for,  on  the  22d 
of  September,  1586,  he  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Zut- 
phen,  and  carried  to  Arnheim,  where  he  languiflied  under  his 
wound  about  five  and  twenty  days,  and  died  on  the  i6th  of 
October  following.     His  body  was  brought  to  England,  and 
buried  with  great  funeral  pomp  in  St.  Paul's  Cathedral :  but 
he  had  no  monument  or  infcriptlon  over  him.  James,  King  of 
Scots,  afterwards  of  England,  honoured  him  with  an  epitaph 
gf  his  own  compofition  :  the  univerfity  of  Oxford  publiflied 

verfes 
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verfes  to  his  memory  in  1587  ;  and  many  members  of  Cam- 
bridge, as  well  as  others,  wrote  poems  on  his  death.  He  mar- 
ried the  daughter  and  fole  heir  of  Sir  Francis  Walfmgham, 
fecretary  of  ftate ;  by  whom  he  had  one  daughter,  born  in 
1585,  who  was  married  to  Roger  Manners  earl  of  Rutland, 
but  died  without  ilTue.  Sir  Philip's  widow  afterwards  became 
the  wife  of  Robert  Devereux,  earl  of  EfTex. 

Though  Sir  Philip  Sidney  had  as  great  a  portion  of  fame 
for  wit  and  learning,  as  he  had  for  fine  breeding  and  courage, 
during  his  life  ;  yet  it  does  not  appear  that  any  of  his  writings 
were  publifhed  to  the  world,   till  fome  time  after  his  death. 
His  Arcadia,  which  is  his  chief  work  ;  was  written  for  the  ufe 
of  his  noble,  virtuous,  and  learned  fifter  Mary,  the  wife  of 
Henry  earl  of  Pembroke,  but  not  publifhed  :  for,   fays  Mr. 
Wood,  he  was  not  fofond,  as  Heliodorus  was,  of  his  amorous 
work,  but  defired  upon  his  death-bed  to  have   it  fupprefled. 
It  was  neverthelefs  publiflied,  and  fo  univerfally  read  and  ad- 
mired, as  to  come  to  an  eighth  edition  in  1633.     Some  fmal- 
ler  productions  of  his  pen,  as  well  in  verfe  as  profe,  were  like- 
wife  communicated  to  the  public  ;  as  in  1595,  "An  Apo- 
"  logy  for  poetry,"  in  profe,  which  fome  have  efteemed  his 
beft  performance.     No  man  had  ever  higher   honors  paid  to 
him,  or  greater  encomiums  lavifhed  on  him,    than  Sir  Philip 
Sidney.     ''  This  fhort-lived  ornament  of  his  noble  family,  and 
"  the  Marcellus  of  the  Englifh  nation,  fays  Mr.  Wood,  hath 
*'  deferved,  and  without  difpute  or  envy  enjoyed,  the  moft  ex- 
'^  alting  praifes  of  his   own   and  of  fucceeding  ages.     The 
''  poets  of  his  time,  efpecially  Spencer,  reverenced  him  not 
*'  only  as  a  patron,  but  a  mafter  ;  and  he  was  almoft  the  only 
*'  perfon  in  any  age,  I  will  not  except  Mecasnas,    that  could 
*'  teach  the  beft  rules  of  poetry,  and  moft  freely  reward  the 
*'  performances  of  Poets.     He  was  a  man  of  a  fweet  nature, 
'«  of  excellent  behaviour,   of  much,  and  withal  of  well-di- 
*'  gefted  learning :  fo  that  rarely  wit,  courage,  and  breeding, 
**  and  other  additional  accomplifhments  of  converfation,  have 
**  met  in  fo  high  a  degree  in  any  fingle  perfon.  —  He  was  a 
"  ftatefman,  foldier,  and  fcholar,  a  compleat  mafter  of  matter 
*'  and  language,  as  his  immortal  pen  fliews.     His  pen  and  his 
"  fword  have  rendered  him  famous  enough  :'  he  died  by  the 
*«  one,  and  by  the  other  he  will  ever  live.** 

The 
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The  language,  here  ufed   by  Mr.  Wood,  may  ferve  as  a 
fpecimen  of  that  fort  of  panegyric,  which  has  always  been 
given  to  Sir  Philip  Sidney,  as  nioft  juftly  his  right  ;  and  it  has 
been  a  kind  of  faftiion  for  all  writers,  when  they  have  had  og- 
fion  to  fpeak  of  this  undoubtedly  very  worthy  and  accomplifli- 
cd  young  gentleman,  to  fpeak  of  him  in  this  or  the  like  ftrain. 
For  the  fingularity  of  the  thing  therefore,  we  will  tranfcribe  a 
pafTage  from  a  writer  of  the  prefent  age,   wherein  a  very  dif- 
ferent eftimate  is  made  of  his  merit ;   after  premifmg,   that  if 
this  writer  hath  valued  it  at  too  little,  the  world  hath  certain- 
ly been  accuftomed  to  value  it  at  too  much.     Speaking  of  Sir 
Fulke  Grevile,  Lord  Brooke,   who  piqued  himfelf  moft  on 
being,   as  he  ftiled  himfelf  on  his  tomb,  THE  FRIEND 
OF   SIR   PHILIP  SIDNEY,   and  who  has  left  us 
a  life  of  him  ;  he  reprefents  Sir  Philip  ^'  a  manof  much  note  in 
'^  his  time,  but  one  ofthofe  admired  wits,  who  have  loft  much 
"  of  their  reputation  in  the  eyes  of  pofterity.     A  thoufand 
**  accidents  of  birth,  continues  he,  court  favor  or  popularity, 
'*  concur  fometimes  to  gild  a  flender  proportion  of  merit. 
"  After-ages,  who  look  when  thofe  beams  are  withdrawn, 
*'  wonder  what  attradted  the  eyes  of  the  multitude.     No  man 
"  feems  to  me  fo  aftonifhing  an  objeil  of  temporary  admira- 
*'  tion,  as  the  celebrated  friend  of  the  lord  Brooke,   the  fa- 
*'  mous  Sir  Philip  Sidney.      The  learned  of  Europe  dedicated 
*'  their  works  to  him :  the  republic  of  Poland  thought  him  at 
*'  leaft  worthy  to  be  in  the  nomination  for  their  crown  ;  all 
*'  the  mufes  of  England  wept  his  death.     When  we  at  this 
*'  diftance  of  time  enquire,   what  prodigious  merits   excited 
*'  fuch  admiration,  what  do  we  find  ?   Great  valour.     But  it 
*'  was  an  age  of  heroes.     In  full  of  all  other  talents  we  have 
*<  a  tedious,  lamentable  pedantic,   paftoral  romance,   which 
*'  the  patience  of  a  young  virgin  in  love  cannot  now  wade 
*'  through  ;   and  fome  abfurd  attempts  to  fetter  Englifh  verfe 
"  in  Roman  chains  :  a  proof,  that  this  aoplauded  author  un- 
'«  derftood  little  of  the  genius  of  his  own  language.  The  few  of 
*'  his  letters  extant  are  poor  matters  j  one  to  a  fteward  of  his 
"  father,  an  inftance  of  unwarrantable  violence.     By  far  the 
*'  beft   prefumption  of  his   abilities,   to  us    who  can  judge 
'*  only  by  what  we  fee,  is  a  pamphlet  publifhed  among  the 

*'Sid- 
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'«  Sidney- papers,  being  an  anfwer  to  the  famous  libel,  called 
«<  Lekefler's  Commonwealth.  It  defends  his  uncle  with  great 
*'  rpirit.  What  had  been  faid  in  derogation  to  their 
"  blood,  feems  to  have  touched  Sir  Philip  moft.  He  died 
"  with  the  rafhnefs  of  a  volunteer,  after  having  lived  to 
"  to  write  with  the  fang  fro'id  of  Mademoifelle  Scuderi." 
To  juftify  the  charge  of  rafhnefs  upon  Sir  Philip,  this  note 
is  placed  at  the  bottom  of  the  page  :  "  Queen  Elizabeth 
"  faid  of  lord  Eflex,  we  Jhall  have  him  knocked  on  the  heady 
"  like  that  rajh  fellow  Sidney,^* 

SIDNEY  (Algernon)    an  Englifti  gentleman,  who 
fet  up  Marcus  Brutus  for  his  pattern,   and  died  like  him  in 
the  caufe  of  liberty,  was  fecond  fon  of  Robert  earl  of  Lei-   BumetV 
cefter  by  Dorothy,  eldeft  daughter  of  Henry  Piercy,  earl   ™  ^[^5' 
of  Northumberland  ;   and   was  born  about  the  year   16 17.   Vol.  I. 
Of  his  education,  and  how  he  fpent  the  younger  part  of  his   [.'  ^^.g^!' 
life,  we  know  nothing.     Dunng  the  civil  wars,  he  adhered    neral  Did. 
to   the  intereft  of  the  parliament,  in  whofe  army  he  was  a 
colonel  ;   and  was  nominated  one  of  the  king's  judges,   tho' 
he  did  not  fit  among  them.     He  was  a  zealous  republican,   Echard's 
and  on  that  account  a  violent  enemy  to  Cromwell,  after  he   E^^nj 
had    made  himfelf  protestor,     In  June   1659,  he  was  ap-    ad  annum 
pointed  by  the  council  of  ftate,  to  go  with  Sir  Robert  Honey-    '^"J"^* 
wood,  and  Bulftrode  Whitelock,  Efq;  commifTioners  to  the 
Sound,  to  mediate  a  peace    between  the  kings  of  Sweden 
and  Denmark  :  but  Mr.  Whitelocke  obferves,  that  himfelf 
was  unwilling  to  undertake  that  fervice,  "  efpecially,  fays  he.   Memorials 
"  to  be  joined  with  thofe,  that  would  expert  precedency  of  \{^^^]^T 
"  me,  who  had  been  formerly  ambaflador  extraordinary  to   p.  680. 
"  Sweden   alone  ;  and  I  knew  well   the  overruling  temper   ^^^'^'  '^^** 
"  and  height  of  colonel   Sidney.     I  therefore  endeavoured 
"  to  excufe  myfelf,  by  reafon  of  my  old  age  and  infirmities ; 
**  but  the  council  prefTed  it  upon  me  :"  however,  he  was  at 
laft  excufed  from  going.     While  colonel  Sidney  was  at  the 
court  of  Denmark,  monfieur  Terlon,   the  French  ambafla- 
dor there,  had  the  confidence  to  tear  out  of  a  book  of  mottos 
in  the  king's  library,   this  verfe ;   which  the  colonel,  accord- 
ing to  the  liberty  allowed  to  all  noble  ftrangers,  had  written 
in  it : 

Vol.  X.  B  b  —  Ma- 
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■Manus  haec  inimica  tyrannis 


Enfe  petit  placidam  fi;b  libcrtate  quietem. 

The  lord  Molefwarth,  who  relates  this  in  the  preface  to  his 
fpirited  account  of  Denmark,  obferves,  that  "  though  mon- 
''  fieur  Terlon  underftood  not  a  word  of  Latin,  he  was  told 
"  by  others  the  meaning  of  the  fentence  ;  which  he  confider- 
"  ed  as  a  libel  upon  the  French  government,  and  upon  fuch 
"  as  was  then  fetting  up  in  Denmark  by  French  afliftance  or 
*'  example." 

At  the  reftoratlon,  colonel  Sidney  would  not  perfonally 
accept  of  the  oblivion  and  indemnity,  generally  granted  to 
the  whole  nation  ;  but  continued  abroad,  till  the  year  1677. 
Then  he  returned  to  England,  and  obtained  from  the  king, a 
particular  pardon,  upon  repeated  promifes  of  conftant  and 
p.  53S.  quiet  obedience  for  the  future.     Bifliop  Burnet  obferves,  that 

he  came  back,  when  the  parliament  was  prefling  the  king 
into  the  war,  the  court  of  France  having  obtained  leave  for 
him  to  return  ;  and  that  upon  his  doing  all  he  could  to  di- 
vert the  people  from  that  war,  fome  took  him  for  a  penfioner 
of  France  :  while  he  in  the  mean  time  declared,  to  thofe  to 
whom  he  durft  fpeak  freely,  that  he  knew  it  was  all  a  jug- 
gk  ;  that  our  court  was  in  an  intire  confidence  with  France, 
and  had  no  other  defign  in  this  fhew  of  a  war  but  to  raife  an 
army,  and  keep  it  beyond  fea  till  it  was  trained  and  model- 
led. In  1683,  he  was  accufed  of  being  concerned  in  the 
Rye-Houfe  plot ;  and,  after  the  lord  RulTel  had  been  exami- 
ned, was  next  brought  before  the  king  and  council.  He 
faid,  that  he  would  make  the  beft  defence  he  could,  if  they 
had  any  proof  againft  him,  but  would  not  fortify  their  evi- 
dence by  any  thing  he  ftiould  fay  ;  fo  that  the  examination 
was  very  ihort.  He  was  arraigned  for  high  treafon  before 
the  chief  juftice  Jeffreys  in  November  1683,  and  found 
guilty.  After  his  conviction,  he  fent  to  the  marquifs  of  Ha- 
lifax, who  was  his  nephew  by  marriage,  a  paper  to  be  laid 
before  the  king,  containing  the  main  points  of  his  defence; 
upon  which  he  appealed  to  the  king,  and  defired  he  would 
review  the  whole  matter  :  but  this  had  no  other  effect,  ex- 
cept only  to  refpite  his  execution  for  three  weeks.     When 

the 
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the  warrant  for  his  execution  was  brought,  he  told  the  (he- 
riff,  that  he  ^\x)ulcl  not  expoftulate  any  thing  upon  his  own 
account;  for  the  world  was  nothing  to  him  :  but  he  defired 
it  might  be  confideied,  how  guilty  they  were  of  his  blood, 
who  had  not  returned  a  fair  jury,  but  one  packed,  and  as  di- 
rected by  the  king's  ibllicitor.  He  was  beheaded  on  Tov/er^ 
Hill,  where  he  delivered  a  written  paper  to  the  flierifF,  the 
7th  of  December  1683:  but  his  attainder  was  reverfed,  if 
that  could  make  him  any  amends,  in  the  firft  year  of  the  reign 
of  William  and  Mary.  Bifhop  Burnet,  who  knew  him  per-  p.  532* 
Tonally,  gives  the  following  character  of  him :  "  he  was, 
*'  fays  he,  a  man  of  moft  extraordinary  courage,  a  fleady 
*'  man,  even  to  obfHnacy,  fincere,  but  of  a  rough  and  boifte- 
*'  rous  temper,  that  could  not  bear  contradidion.  He  feem- 
"  ed  to  be  a  chriftian,  but  in  a  particular  form  of  his  own  ; 
«'  he  thought,  it  was  to  be  like  a  divine  philofophy  in  the 
"  mind  ;  but  he  was  againft  all  public  worfhip,  and  every 
««  thing  that  looked  like  a  church.  He  was  ftiff  to  all  re- 
"  publican  principles,  and  fuch  an  enemy  to  every  thing 
"  that  looked  like  monarchy,  that  he  fet  himfelf  in  a  hi2;h 
*'  oppofition  againft  Cromwell,  when  he  was  made  protect- 
"  or.  He  had  ftudied  the  hiftory  of  government  in  all  its 
*'  branches,  beyond  any  man  I  ever  knew." 

He  left  behind  him  "  Difcourfes  upon  Government;"  the 
firft  edition  of  which  was  in  1698,  the  fecond  in  1704,  fo^ 
lio.  To  the  fecond  is  added  the  paper  he  delivered  to  the 
fheriffs,  immediately  before  his  death ;  with  an  alphabetical 
table.  Some  have  efteemed  thefe  diicourfes  of  Sidney  uppn 
government  fo  much,  as  to  efteem  them  an  ample  compen- 
fation  for  the  lofs  of  Cicero's  fix  books  de  RepubJica  :  it  is 
certain,  that  they  abound  with  ftrong  fenfe  and  good  learn- 
ing, and  fhew  their  author  to  have  been  very  confummate 
ki  the  fcience  of  human  nature  and  civil  polity. 

SIDONIUS  (C.  SoLLius  Apollinaris)  a  very  in- 
genious and  learned  ecclefiallic  of  the  fifth  century,  was  de- 
fcended  of  an  illuftrious  family,  his  father  and  grandfather 
having  been  praefedi-pretorio  in  Gaul  ;  and  was  born  at  Ly- 
ons about  the  year  430.  He  was  educated  with  care,  per- 
formed his  ftudics  under  the  moft  excellent  mafters  of  that  D"  Pi"* 
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time,  and  became  very  fkilful  in  all  parts  of  literature,  eC- 
pecially  in  poetry.     He  married  Papianilla,  the  daughter  of 
Avitus,  who  from  praefe^tus-praetorio  in  Gaul,  was  raifed  to 
the  imperial  throne,  after  the  death  of  Maximus.     But  Ma- 
jorianus,  whom  Leo  had  taken  into  a  partnerfhip  of  the  em- 
pire, forced  Avitus  to  lay  down  his  crown  ;  and  came  to 
befiege  the  city  Lyons,  where  Sidonius  had  fhut  himfelf  up. 
The  city  being  taken,  he  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  ; 
but  the  reputation  of  his  great  learning  procured  him  all  the 
favor  he  could  defire  :  and  as  a  grateful  acknowledgment  of 
it,  he   made  a  panegyric  in  honour  of  Majorianus,  which 
was  fo  well  taken,  that  the  latter  erected  Sidonius's  ftatue 
in  the  city  of  Rome.     The  emperor  Anthemius  did  more 
honourably  requite  the  panegyric,  which  Sidonius  made  in 
bis  honour,  by  making  him  governor  of  the  city  of  Rome^ 
and  afterwards  raifing  him   to  the  dignity  of  a  patrician  ; 
but  he   foon  quitted  his  fecular  employment,    and   turned 
himfelf  to  the  government  of  the  church.     The  fee  of  Cler- 
mont being  vacant  in  472,  Sidonius,  though  yet  no  more 
than  a  lay-man,  was  chofen   into  it  without  competition  ; 
and  applying  himfelf  to  fuch  fludies,  as  were  proper  for  his 
vocation,   performed   all  the  offices  of  a  wife  and  good  bi- 
fhop.  Clermont  being  befieged  by  the  Goths,  he  encouraged 
the   people  to  ftand  upon  their  defence,  and  would  never 
confent  to  the  furrender  of  the  city ;  fo  that  when  it  was 
delivered  up,  he  was  forced  to  fly,   but  was  foon  reftored. 
Some  time  after,  he  was  crofTed  by  two  factious  priefts,  who 
deprived  him  of  the  government  of  his  church  ;  but  he  was 
again  fettled  with  honour  at  the  end  of  a  year.     He  died  in 
peace  in  487,  after   he  had   been  bifliop  fifteen  years,  and 
lived  fixty  fix. 

He  was  a  man  learned  above  the  age  he  lived  in,  fkilled 
in  all  parts  of  literature  and  fcience,  of  a  fubtle  and  pene- 
trating wit,  and  an  elegant  writer  both  in  verfe  and  profe. 
He  wrote  feveral  things,  none  of  which  are  extant,  except 
nine  books  of  Epiftles,  with  about  four  and  twenty  poems 
interfperfed.  There  are  few  things  in  his  letters,  which 
relate  to  religion  or  the  church  :  but  they  contain  a  great 
variety  of  matters,  which  relate  to  learning  and  prophane 
hiftory.     They  were  publifhed   with   notes   by  father  Sir- 

mond. 
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mond,   at  Paris  1614,  in  8vo  ;  and,  after  his  death,  reprint- 
ed in   1652  with  fome  augmentations,    in  4to. 

S  I  G  N  O  R  E  L  L  I  (Luca)  a  Florentine  painter,  was 
born  at  Cortona  in  the  year  1439.  He  was  fo  exxellent  at 
defigning  naked  bodies,  that  from  a  piece,  which  he  painted 
in  a  chapel  of  the  great  church  at  Orvieto,  the  famed  Mi- 
chael Angelo  transferred  feveral  entire  figures  into  his  "  Laft 
*'  Judgment."  The  following  ftory  of  him  fhews,  what  an 
abfolute  command  he  had  over  his  paffions.  He  had  a  fon 
extremely  handfome,  and  a  youth  of  great  hopes,  who  was 
unfortunately  killed  at  Cortona.  This  fon,  infinitely  be- 
loved by  him,  was  brought  home  :  upon  which  he  ordered 
his  corps  to  be  carried  into  his  painting  room  ;  and  having 
flripped  him,  inunediately  drew  his  picture,  without  (bedding 
a  tear.  He  painted  a  great  deal  for  pope  Sixtus  IV,  and 
died  very  rich  in  the  year  1521. 

SIGONIUS  (Carolus)  a  moft  learned  Italian,  was 
of  an  ancient  family  of  Modena,  and  born  there  in  1525. 
His  father  defigned  him  for  a  phyfician,  and  fent  him  to  Bo- 
logna with  that  view  ;  but  he  foon  abandoned  this  purfuit, 
and  gave  himfelf  up  to  Greek  and  Latin  learning,  which  was 
more  agreeable  to  his  tafte  and  humour.  He  taught  Greek, 
firft  at  Venice,  then  at  Padua,  and  laftly  at  Bologna.  He 
had  fome  literary  difputes  with  Robortellus  and  Gruchius 
upon  Roman  antiquities,  in  which  he  was  exceedingly  well 
verfed.  He  wrote  a  vail  number  of  books  :  the  moft  ef- 
teemed  of  his  works  are,  de  Republica  Hebraeorum  ;  de  Re- 
publica  Athenienfium  ;  Hiftoria  de  Occidentali  Imperio  ;  & 
de  regno  Italia?.  Lipfius,  Cafaubon,  Turnebus,  and  all  the 
learned,  fpeak  of  him  in  terms  of  the  profoundeft  refpedt ; 
and  very  defervedly  :  for  he  was  unqueftionably  a  man  of 
great  judgment  as  well  as  learning,  very  exa£t  and  deep  in 
refearches,  and  of  moft  unwearied  diligence.  He  died  in 
1584,  aged  fixty  years.  His  works  were  all  colle6led  and 
printed  at  Milan  in  1733  and  1734  :  they  make  fix  volumes 
in  folio. 

Bb3  SILIUS 
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SILIUS    ITALICUS. 

SILIUS  ITALICUS  (Caius)  an  ancient  Roman 
poet,  and  author  of  an  epic  poem  in  feventeen  books,  which 
contains   an  account  of  the  Second   pUnic    war,  fo  famous 
in  hiftory  for  having  decide<i  the  empire  of  the  world  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Romans.     He  was  born  in  the  reign  of  Tiberius, 
and  is  fuppofed  to  have  derived  the  name  of  Itahcus  from  the 
place  of  his  birth  ;  but  whether  he  was  born  at  Italica  in 
Spain,  or  at  Corfinium  in  Italy,  which  according  to  Strabo 
had  the  name  of  Italica  given  it  during  the  focial  war,  is  a 
point  which  cannot  be  known  :  though  if  his  birth  had  hap- 
pened at  either  of  thefe  places,  the  grammarians  will  tell  us, 
that  he  ftiould  have  been  called  Italicenfis,  and  not  Italicus. 
When  he  came  to  Rome,  he  applied  hlmfelf  to  the  bar;  and 
by  a  clofe  imitation  of  Cicero  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  he  be- 
came a  celebrated  advocate  and  moft  accompliflied  orator. 
His  merit  and  character  recommended  him  to  the  higheft  of- 
fices in  the  republic,  even   to  the  confulfhip,  of  which  he 
was  pofltfled  when  Nero  died.     He  is  faid  to  have  been  aid- 
ing and  affifting,  in  accufing  perfons  of  high  rank  and  for- 
tune, whom  that  wicked  emperor  l»ad  devoted  to  deftrudion  : 
but  he  retrieved  his  chara<Sler  afterwar-ds  by  a  long  and  uni- 
form courfe  of  virtuous  behaviour.    He  held  a  principal  place 
under  the  emperor  Vitellius,  which   he   executed  fo  well, 
that  he  preferved  his  credit  with  the  public.     Vefpafian  fent 
^im   as  proconful   into  Afia,  where  he  behaved  with  clean 
hands  and  unblemifhed  reputation.     After  having  thus  fpent 
the  befl  part  of  his  life  in  the  fervlce  of  his  country,   he  bid 
adieu  to  publick  affairs,  refolving  to  confecrate  the  remainder 
to  a  polite  retirement  and  the  mufes.     He  had  feveral  fine 
villa's  in  the  country  :  one  at  Tufculum,  celebrated  for  hav- 
ing been  Cicero's,  and  a  farm  near  Naples  faid  to  have  been 
Virgil's,  and  at  which  was  his  tomb,   which  Silvius  often  vl- 
fited.  Thus  Martial  compliments  him  on  both  thefe  accounts : 

Silius  haec  magni  celebrat  monumenta  Maronis, 

Jugera  facundi  qui  Ciceronis  habet. 
Hasredem  Dominumque  fui  tumulique  larifque 

Non  alium  mallet  nee  Marc  nee  Cicero. 

Ep'gi"-  49'  ^ib.  xi. 
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**  Of  Tully's  feat  my  Silius  is  pofTefs'd, 

*«  And  his  the  tomb  where  Virgirs  afties  reft. 

*'  Could  thofe  great  fhades  return  to  choofe  their  heir, 

"  The  prefent  owner  they  would  both  prefer." 

Ill  thefe  retirements  he  applied  himfelf  to  poetry  :  led  not  fo 
much  by  any  great  force  of  genius,  which  would  certainly 
not  have  fufFered  him  to  ftay,  till  life  was  in  the  wane, 
and  his  imagination  growing  cold,  as  by  his  exceeding  groat 
love  of  Virgil  ;  to  whofe  memory  he  paid  the  higheft  vene- 
ration, and  whofe  birth- day  he  is  faid  to  have  celebrated  an- 
nually with  more  folcmniiy  than  his  own.  He  has  iraltated 
him  in  his  poem  j  and  though  he  falls  intirely  fhort  of  him, 
yet  he  pofTefTes  many  excellent  qualities,  and  ha3  difcovered 
a  great  and  univeifal  genius,  which  would  enable  him  to 
fuccced  in  fome  degree  in  whatever  he  undertook.  He  fpent 
many  years  in  this  manner  ;  till  at  laft  he  was  feized  with 
an  incurable  ulcer,  which  afHi6ted  him  with  infupportable 
pains,  and  drove  him  to  put  an  end  to  his  life  by  refraining 
from  fuftenance.  This  was  a  common  pradice  among  the 
Romans,  and,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  ftoics,  an 
a6t  of  bravery  ;  though  it  is  remarkable,  that  Atticus,  who 
was  an  epicurean,  died  in  the  fame  manner. 

Since  we  know  little  of  Silius  Italicus,  but  what  we  learn 
from  an  epiftle  of  the  younger  Pliny,  we  cannot  do  better 
than  fubjoin  that  epiille,  or  part  of  it  at  leaft,  as  we  find  it 
excellently  tranflated  by  Mr.  Melmoth  ;  fmce  it  will  not  only 
confirm  all  that  has  been  faid,  but  let  the  reader  into  fome 
farther  particulars  concerning  him. 

Book  III.     Letter  VII. 
Pliny  to  Caninius. 

<*  I  am  jufl  now  informed,  that  Silius  Italicus  has  ftarved 
"  himfelf  to  death,  at  his  villa  near  Naples.  Having  been 
"  affli£ted  with  an  impofthume,  which  was  deemed  incura- 
"  ble,  he  grev/  weary  of  life  under  fuch  uneafy  circumftances^ 
*'  and  therefore  put  an  end  to  it,  with  the  moft  determined 
"  courage.     He  had  been   extremely  fortunate  through  the 
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*'  whole  courfe  of  his  days,  excepting  only  the  lofs  of  his 
*<  younger  fon  ;  however,  that  was  made  up  to  him  in  the 
*'  fatisfa(ftion  of  feeing  his  eldeft,  who  is  of  a  more  amiable 
''  chara6ler,  attain  the  confular  dignity,  and  of  leaving  him 
*'  in  a  very  flouriftiing  fituation.  He  fufFered  a  little  in  his 
*«  reputation  in  the  time  of  Nero,  having  been  fufpccSed 
''  of  forwardly  joining  in  fome  of  the  informations,  which 
*'  were  carried  on  in  the  reign  of  that  prince  ;  but  he  made 
*«  ufe  of  his  intereft  in  Vitellius,  with  great  difcretion  and 
*'  humanity.  He  acquired  much  honour  by  his  adminiftra- 
*'  tion  of  the  government  of  Afia  ;  and  by  his  approved  be- 
*'  haviour  after  his  retirement  from  bufinefs,  cleared  his  cha- 
*'  radler  from  that  ftain,  which  his  former  intrigues  had 
*'  thrown  upon  it.  He  lived  among  the  nobility  of  Rome, 
"  without  power,  and  confequcntly  without  envy.  Tho'  he 
*'  frequently  was  confined  to  his  bed,  and  always  to  his  cham- 
*'  ber,  yet  he  was  highly  refpe£led  and  much  vifited  ;  not  with 
*'  a  view  to  his  wealth,  but  merely  on  account  of  his  merit. 
"  He  employed  his  time  between  converfing  with  men  of  let- 
*'  ters,  and  compofuig  of  verfes  ;  which  he  fometimes  recited, 
**  in  order  to  try  the  fentiments  of  the  public  ;  but  he  difco- 
*'  vered  in  them  more  induftry  than  genius.  In  the  decline  of 
*'  his  years  he  entirely  quitted  Rome,  and  lived  altogether  in 
*'  Campania,  from  whence  even  the  acceffion  of  the  new  em- 
"  peror  (Trajan)  could  not  draw  him.  A  circumftance  which 
*'  I  mention,  ^s  well  to  the  honour  of  the  prince,  who  was  not 
*'  difpleafed  with  that  liberty,  as  of  Italicus,  who  was  not 
*'  afraid  to  make  ufe  of  it.  He  was  reproached  with  being 
*<  fond  of  all  the  elegancies  of  the  fine  arts  to  a  degree  of  ex- 
*'  cefs.  He  had  feveral  villas  in  the  fame  province,  and  the 
*'  laft  purchafe  was  always  the  chief  favorite,  to  the  negle6t 
*'  of  the  reft.  They  were  all  furnifhed  with  large  collec- 
*'  tions  of  books,  ftatues  and  piftures,  which  he  more  than 
*'  enjoyed,  he  even  adored  ;  particularly  that  of  Virgil,  of 
<«  whom  he  was  fo  paflionate  an  admirer,  that  he  celebra- 
*'  ted  the  anniverfary  of  that  poet's  birth-day  with  more  fo- 
*'  lemnity  than  his  own  5  efpecially  at  Naples,  where  he  ufed 
*<  to  approach  his  tomb  with  as  much  reverence,  as  if  it 
"  had  been  a  temple.     In  this  tranquillity  he  lived  to  the 
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•<  feventy-fifth  year  of  his  age,  with  a  delicate,  rather  than 
*«  a  fickly  conftitution.  It  is  remarkable,  that  as  he  was  the 
'.'  laft  perfon  upon  whom  Nero  conferred  the  confular  ofiice, 
•*  (that  prince  being  killed  during  his  coniulflilp)  fo  he  was 
''  the  laft  alfo  that  lurvived  of  all  thofe,  who  had  been  raifed 
*'  by  him  to  that  dignity.  When  I  confider  this,  I  cannot 
*'  forbear  lamenting  the  tranfitory  condition  of  mankind.  Is 
"  there  any  thing  in  nature  fo  Ihort  and  limited  as  human 
•'  life,  even  in  its  moft  extended  period  ?  Does  it  not  feem 
<'  to  you,  my  friend,  but  yeftcrday,  that  Nero  was  upon  the 
"  throne  ?  and  yet  not  one  of  all  thofe,  who  were  confuls  in 

*'  his  reign,   now  remain  !"- 

There  have  been  many  editions  of  Silius  Italicus.  A  neat 
and  corre£l  one  was  publillied  at  Leipiic  1696,  in  8vo,  with 
ihort  and  ufeful  noics  by  Cellarius  :  but  the  beft  is  that,  cum 
notis  integris  Variorum  Sc  Arnoldi  Drakenborch.  TrajecSl.  ad 
Rhen.  17 17,  in  4to. 

SIMON  (Richard)  a  French  critic  and  divine  of  great 
fenk  and  learning,  was  born  at  Dieppe  the  13th  of  May 
1638  ;  and  commenced  his  ftudies  among  the  priefts  of  the  Nkcron, 
oratory  in  the  fame  town.  He  quitted  them  for  fome  time,  '°"""  ^* 
and  went  to  Paris,  where  he  applied  himfelf  to  divinity,  and 
made  a  vaft  progrefs  in  the  knowledge  of  the  oriental 
tongues,  for  which  he  had  always  a  particular  turn  :  but  he 
returned  to  the  oratory,  and  became  a  prieft  of  it,  about 
the  year  1660.  In  167Q,  he  began  to  prefent  the  public 
with  things  of  a  fmaller  kind  :  as  in  this  year,  Fa6tum  pour 
Jes  Juifs  de  Metz,  accufes  d*avoir  tue  un  petit  enfant  Chre- 
tien ;  in  1674,  a  French  tranflation  from  the  Italian  of''  Leo 
"  Modena's  hiftory  of  the  prefent  Jews,"  with  a  fupplement 
concerning  the  feds  of  the  Carraites  and  Samaritans,  by  him- 
felf; in  1675,  another  tranflation  from  the  Italian  of  a 
*'  Voyage  to  mount  Libanus,"  by  Jerome  Dandini.  But 
the  firft  work  of  importance,  and  indeed  the  moft  impor- 
tant work  he  ever  publiftied,  was  his  Hiftoire  Critique  du 
Vieux  Teftament,  or  "  Critical  Hiftory  of  the  Old  Tefta- 
*'  ment."  It  appeared  in  1 678,  but  was  immediately  fup- 
prefled  by  the  intrigues  and  management  of  meffieurs  du  Port 
lloyal,  who  pretended  that  it  contained  things  falfe  and  dan- 
gerous 


:i-7^  S   I  M   O  N. 

gcrous  to  religion  and  the  church.  It  was  reprinted  the  year 
after,  and  was  To  much  admired  for  the  excellent  learning  and 
admirable  criticifm  it  is  full  of,  that  it  became  an  obje6t  of 
attention  to  foreigners  ;  and  thus  was  publiflied  in  Latin  at 
Amfterdam  i6Si,  in  Englifti  at  London  1682.  In  the  mean 
time,  on  account  of  fome  fingularities,  it  laid  a  foundation 
for  the  diiputes,  which  he  afterwmrds  had  with  Le  Clerc,  Ifaac 
Voffius,  Jurieu,  and  other  learned  men. 

In  1684,  he  publifhed  Hiftoire  de  I'origine  &  du  progres  des 
revenus  Ecclefiaftiques,  or,/'  the  Hiftory  ofthe  Rife  and  Pro- 
grefsof  "  Ecclefiailical  Revenues,"  under  the  name  of  Jerome 
a  Cofta  ;  for  it  was  very  common  with  him  to  aflume  fictitious 
names.  This  work  and  the  critical  Hiftory  of. the  Old  Tefta- 
Slcclede  ment  "  ate  read,  fays  Mr.  Voltaire,  who  calls  Simon  an  ex- 
tom!u^^'  *'  cellent  critic,  by  all  men  of  learning.  A  fecond  edition  of 
it,  with  great  additions,  was  printed  at  Francfort,  as  was  the 
firft,  in  1709,  two  volumes  i2mo.  In  1684,  he  publifhed  at 
London,  Difquifitiones  Criticse  de  Variis  per  diverfa  loca  & 
tempora  Bibliorum  Editionibus,  &c.  and  in  the  fame  year,  at 
the  fame  place,  came  out  an  Englifli  tranfiation  of  it,  with 
this  title,  *'  Critical  Enquiries  into  the  various  editions  of  the 
*'  Bible,  printed  in  divers  places  and  at  feveral  times,  togc- 
*'  ther  with  animadverfions  upon  a  fmall  treatife  of  Dr.  Ifaac 
*'  Voffius  concerning  the  Oracles  ofthe  Sybils."  There  is 
great  order,  exacSlnefs,  and  learning  in  this  piece  ;  and  it  may 
be  confidered  as  a  very  good  abridgment  of  his  critical  Hiftory 
ofthe  Old  Teftament.  In  1686,  he  publifhed  an  anfwer  to 
Art._  _  Mr.  Le  Clerc,  who  had  printed  a  criticifm  upon  this  work, 
the  year  before  ;  and,  upon  Le  Clerc 's  replying  in  1686,  ano- 
ther in  1687.  He  did  not  put  his  own  name  to  thefe  pieces, 
but  called  himfelf  the  Prior  of  Bollevllle  ;  at  which  place  he 
then  refided. 

In  1688,  he  publifhed  at  Francfort,  under  the  name  of 
JoKn  Reuchlin,  Diflertation  Critique  fur  la  Nouvelle  Biblio- 
theque  des  Auteurs  Ecclefiaftiques  par  Du  Pin,  &c.  in  which 
"be  fupports  with  great  fpirit  fome  principles  in  his  Critical 
Hiftory  of  the  Old  Teftament,  which  had  been  con  trad  ided 
by  Du  Pin.  In  1689,  came  out  his  Hiftoire  Critique  du  Texte 
du  Nouveau  Teftament,  an  Englifh  verfion  of  which  was 
publilhed  the  fame  year  at  London  ;  in  1690,  Hiftoire  Criti- 

que 
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que  des  verfions  <lu  nouveau  Teftamentj  in  1693,   Hiftoire 
Critique  des   principaux  Commentateurs  du  nouveau  Tefta- 
ment :  in  all  which,  as  indeed  in  every  thing  elfe  which  Mr, 
Simon  wrote,  there  appears  great  acutenefs,  great  judgment, 
and  (Treat  learnings     In  1702,  hepubliOied  a  French  tranfla- 
tion  of  the  New  Teftament,    with  critical  remarks,   in   two 
tomes  8vo.  it  was  cenfured  by  cardinal  de  NoailleS  and  Mr. 
BolTuet,  bifliop  of  Meaux.     In  17 14,  was  publiftied  at  Am- 
fterdam,  in  two  tomes  i2mo,  Nouvelle  Bibliotheque  Choifee, 
ou  Ton  fait  connoitre  les  bons  livres  en  divers  genres  de  lit- 
terature,  Si  I'ufage  qu'on  en  doit  faire,  or,  "  a  new  fele£l  li- 
*'  brary,  which  poifits  out  the  good  books  in  various  kinds  of 
"  literature,  and  the  ufe  to  be  made  of  them  :"   but  this  muft 
be  reckoned  a  pofthumous   work ;  for  Mr.   Simon  died  at 
Dieppe  in  April  1 7 12,  in  his  74th  year. 

He  was  the  author  and  editor  of  feveral  other  -things,  but 
tlvey  were  of  a  fmaller  nature  and  lefs  confiderable :  it  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  have  mentioned  his  principal  works. 

SIMON  IDES,  an  ancient  Greek  poet   and  philofo- 
pher^  was  born  at  Ceos,   an  ide  in  the  iEgi;an  fea,  about  the 
55th  or  56th  olympiad :   and  kept  a  fchooi  in  his  firft  years  at 
Carthea  in  that  illand,  teaching  the  art  of  finging  and  dancing 
in  the  chorus.     Then  he  left  his  country  and    removed  into 
Sicily  :  where  by  his  wifdom  and  his   verfe   he  gained  the 
efteem  and  favor  of  the  three  greatefl  men  perhaDS  then  in  the 
world,  Paufanias  general  of  Sparta,  Themiftoclcs  the  Athe- 
nian, and  Hiero  of  Sicily,  the  wifeft  and  moft  moderate  of  the 
ancient  tyrants.     He  compofed  poems  in  almoft  all  kind   of 
ftrains,  but  efpecially  iii  the  Elegiac  ;  and  got  as  nijch  honor 
as  he  gave  by  his  labors  on  the  four  celebrated  fignts  at  Mara- 
thon, Thermopyle,  Salamis,and  Platsea.     By  his  ele^y  on  the 
firlt  of  thefe  battles,  he  won  the  prize  from  i^fchylus  the  tra- 
gedian.    When  he  is  reprefcnted  by  Quintilian  and  others,  as 
a  moft  moving  and  paffionate  writer,  they  allude  particularly 
to  his  0p»vo*  or  Lamentations,  mentioned   by  Suidas :   which 
were  fo  powerful  in  drawing  tears  fjom  the  readers,  that  Ca- 
tullus ufes  as  a  proverb — Moeftius  lacrymis  Simonideis.     And 
for  the  fame  reafon  Horace,  after  he   has  been  bewailing  the 
miferies  of  the  Roman  wars, and  at  laft  is  willing  to  turn  from 

that 
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from  that  melancholy  fubjeil,  cautions  his  mufe  not  to  take 
up  the  lamentations  of  the  Casan  Mufe,  inftead  of  her  own 
fportive  way  : 

Sed  ne  reli61:is  mufa  procax  jocis 
Ceae  retra6les   muncra  naeniae. 

His  wit  was  beyond  the  cenfure  of  the  critics  ;  but  the  com- 
mon fault  laid  to  his  morals  was  extreme  covetoufnefs.  When 
he  was  taxed  with  this  vice  in  his  old  age,  his  anfwer  was, 
that  he  had  rather  leave  riches  to  his  enemies  when  he  died, 
than  be  forced  by  poverty  while  he  lived  to  feek  the  afliftance 
of  his  friends.  This  does  not  fhew  a  very  gracious  turn  of 
mind  :  and  yet,  excepting  this  imputation  of  covetoufnefs,  he 
is  reprefented  as  a  man  of  extraordinary  piety.  Tully  has 
given  us  one  inftance,  and  recorded  the  reward  of  heaven  upon 
it.  Happening,  fays  he,  to  find  a  dead  corpfe  expofed  on  the 
fhore,  and  taking  care  to  give  it  a  decent  burial,  he  had  a  vi- 
fion  of  the  dead  man  for  whom  he  performed  the  pious  office, 
admonifhing  him  not  to  fail  the  next  day,  as  he  defigned. 
Simonides  obeyed  ;  and  his  companions,  putting  to  fea,  were 
Div  L  I  all  fhipwrecked  and  drowned.  But  the  nobleft  teftimony  of 
his  wife  way  of  thinking  in  religious  matters  is,  that  famous 
anfwer  of  his  to  Hiero,  who  afked  him,  "  what  God  was  ?'* 
Atfirft  Simonides  defired  a  day's  time  to  confider  :  upon  the 
expiration  of  that,  he  begged  two  days  more  ;  and  when  upon 
Tuil  de  ^  frequent  redoubling  of  the  time,  Hiero  demanded  the  reafon 
Nat,  Deor.  of  the  delay  :  "•  becaufe,  fays  Simonides,  the  more  I  think  on 
Lib.  1.  <t  j^^j.  f^jbje£^^  the  more  obfcure  it  feems  to  be."     He  is  re- 

Tuli.  deO-    corded  by  Cicero  and  Quintilian,  as  the  inventor  of  artificial 
Quim*  inT   "*^"''0''y  :  and  they  both  give   a  remarkable  in  fiance  of  his 
Orat.  L.  II.    excellency  in  that  way,   to  which  we  refer  the  reader. 
'•  ^'  It   is  evidence  enough  of  the  efl:eem  the  ancients  had  for 

him,  that  we  find  Xenophon,  doing  him  the  honor  to  make 
him  a  fpeaker  with  Hiero,  in  his  dialogue  of  tyranny ;  and 
Plato,  in  his  Protagoras,  introducing  the  great  Socrates  ex- 
pounding his  verfes ;  and,  in  another  place,  allowing  him  the 
glorious  epithet  of  Divine*  It  is  plain  they  were  all  of  Tul- 
]y*s  opinion,  and  refpe6led  his  wifdom  and  learning  in  other 
matters,  as  much  as  his  fweet  vein  of  Poefy.     He  is  generally 

fup- 
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fuppofed  to  have  been  a  very  long  liver.  Plutarch  has  an  in- 
fcription,  which  fliews  him  to  have  won  the  poetic  prize,  after 
he  was  eighty.  Suidas  allows  him  89  years,  and  Lucian  gives 
him  above  90.  If  we  believe  the  old  Greek  epigrams  made 
on  his  perfon  and  works,  he  died  in  Sicily ;  and  probably  in 
the  court  of  king  Hiero.  The  little  pieces  that  remain  of  him 
are  fet  together  in  Urfmus's  colle(?l:ion,  printed  at  Antwerp  by 
Plantin,  in  1568;  and  in  other  colledions  of  the  Minor 
Poets. 

S I  R  M  O  N  D  (James)  a  French  jefuit,  whofe  name 
has  been  famous  among  the  men  of  letters,  was  the  (on  of  a 
magiftrate  ;  and  born  at  Riom  in  the  year  1559  At  ten  years  DuPin, 
of  age,  he  was  Tent  to  the  college  of  Biliom,  the  firft  which  Ecdef. 
the  jefuits  had  in  France,  He  entered  into  the  fociety  in  1576,  ^*"^'  ^^** 
and  two  years  after  made  his  vows.  His  fuperiors,  finding 
out  his  uncommon  talents  and  great  genius,  fent  him  to  Paris; 
where  he  taught  claiTical  literature  two  years,  and  rhetoric 
three.  During  this  time,  he  acquired  a  perfect  knowledge  of 
the  Greek  and  Latin  tongues  ;  and  formed  his  ftile,  which  has 
been  fo  much  efteemed  by  the  learned.  It  is  faid,  that  he 
took  Muretus  for  his  model,  and  never  palTed  a  day  without 
reading  fome  pages  in  him.  In  1586,  he  began  his  courfe  of 
divinity,  which  laft'ed  four  years.  He  undertook  at  that  time 
to  tranflate  into  Latin  the  works  of  the  Greek  fathers,  and  be- 
gan to  write  notes  upon  Sidonius  Apollinaris.  In  1590,  he 
was  fent  for  to  Rome  by  his  general  Aquaviva,  to  take  upon 
him  the  office  of  his  fecretary  j  which  he  difcharged  fixteen 
years  with  fuccefs.  He  took  the  thoughts  of  his  general  per- 
fectly well,  and  exprelTed  them  much  better  than  Aquaviva 
himfelf  could  have  done.  The  fludy  of  antiquity  was  at  that 
time  his  principal  employment  :  he  vifited  libraries,  and  con-  * 
fulted  manufcripts  :  he  contemplated  antiques,  medals,  and 
infcriptions :  and  the  Italians,  though  jealous  of  the  honour  of 
their  nation,  acknowledged,  that  he  knew  thefe  curiofities 
better  than  they  did  ;  and  frequently  confulced  him  upon  diffi- 
cult queftions.  He  made  a  friendfhip  with  the  molt  eminent- 
ly learned  of  Rome;  particularly,  with  Bellarmine  and  Tolet, 
who  were  of  his  own  fociety,  and  with  the  cardinal  Baronius, 
D'OfTat,  and  Du  Perron.     Baronius  was  greatly  affifted  by 

him 
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him  In  his  Eeclefiaftical  Annals,  efpecially  in  affairs  relating 
to  the  Greek  Hiftory  ;  upon  which  he  furnifhed  him  with  a 
great  number  of  pieces,  tranflatcd  from  Greek  into  Latin. 

Father  Sirmond  returned  to  Paris  in  1606  ;  and  from  that 
time  did  not  ceafe  to  enrich  the  pubUc  with  a  great  number 
of  works.  Mauy  years  after  pope  Urban  VIII,  who  had  long 
known  his  merit,  had  a  defire  to  draw  him  again  to  Rome  ; 
and  caufed  a  letter  for  that  purpofe  to  be  fent  to  him  by  Fa- 
ther Vittellefchi,  who  was  at  that  time  general  of  their  order  : 
but  Lewis  XIII,  would  not  fufFer  a  perfon,  who  did  fo  much 
honor  to  his  kingdom,  and  could  do  him  great  fervlces,  to  be 
raviflied  from  him.  In  1637,  he  was  chofen  the  king's  con- 
feflbr,  in  the  room  of  father  Cauffin,  who  had  the  misfortune 
to  difpleafe  cardinal  de  Richelieu  :  which  delicate  office  he  ac- 
cepted with  great  relu6laiice,  yet  conducted  it  with  the  utmoft 
caution  and  prudence.  After  the  death  of  Lewis  XIII,  in 
1643,  he  left  the  court ;  and  refumed  his  ordinary  occupations 
with  the  fame  tranquillity,  as  if  he  had  never  quitted  his  re- 
tirement. In  1645,  he  went  to  Rome,  notwithftanding  his 
great  age,  for  the  fake  of  affifting  at  the  ele<5lion  of  a  general 
upon  the  death  of  Vittelefchi,  as  he  had  done  thirty  years  be- 
fore upon  the  death  of  Aquaviva  ;  and  after  his  return  to 
France,  prepared  himfelf,  as  ufual,  to  publifli  more  books. 
But  having  heated  himfelf  a  little,  in  the  college  of  the  je- 
fuits,  with  endeavouring  to  fupport  his  opinion,  he  was  attack- 
ed with  the  jaundice;  which  being  accompanied  with  a  large 
effufion  of  bile  over  his  whole  body,  carried  him  off  in  a 
few  days.  He  died  the  7th  of  Odober  1 651,  aged  92 
/  years. 

Father  Sirmond  fpent  a  confiderable  part  of  his  life,  in  feek- 
ing  outthe  authors  of  the  Middle  Age,  in  copying  and  caufing 
them  to  be  printed,  and  enriching  them  with  notes,  which 
Ihew  great  juftnefs  of  underftanding,  as  well  as  extent  of  learn- 
ing. He  was  the  author  and  editor  of  as  many  works,  as  a- 
mounted  to  fifteen  volumes  in  folio  :  five  of  which  containing 
his  own,  were  printed  at  the  royal  printing  houfe  at  Paris  in 
1696,  under  this  title  :  Jacobi  Sirmondi  Opera  Varia,  nunc 
primum  colle6ta,  ex  ipfius  fchedis  emendatiora,  Notis  Pofthu- 
mis,  Epittolis,  &  Opufculis  aliquibus  audiora.  The  follow- 
ing character  of  him  is  given  in  Mr.  Du  Pin's  Bibliotheque  : 

*'  Father 
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«<  Father  Sirmond  knew  how  to  join  a  great  delicacy  of  under* 
<*  (landing  and  the  jufteft  dlfcemment  to  a  profound  and  cx- 
*'  tenflvc  erudition.  He  underftood  Greek  and  Latin  in  per- 
*'  fe6i:Ion,  aJl  the  profane  authors,  hiftory,  and  whatever  goes 
"  under  the  name  of  the  belles  lettres.  He  had  a  very  ex- 
*'  tenfive  knowledge  in  ecclefiaflical  antiquity,  and  had  ftudied 
"  with  care  all  the  authors  of  the  middle  age.  His  ftile  is 
**  pure,  concife,  and  nervous :  yet  he  afFe6ls  too  much  certain 
*'  expreffions  of  the  comic  poets.  He  meditated  very  much 
**  upon  what  he  wrote,  and  h:bd  a  particular  art  of  reducing 
*'  into  a  note,  what  comprehended  a  great  many  things  in  a 
*'  very  few  words.  He  is  exa6l,  judicious,  fimple  ;  yet  never 
"  omits  any  thing  that  is  neceflary.     His  difTertations   have  * 

"  paflTed  for  a  model ;  by  which  it  were  to  be  wifiied,  that 
"  every  one  who  writes  would  form  himfelf.  When  he  trea- 
*'  ted  of  one  fubjecSi:,  he  never  faid  immediately  all  that  he 
*'  knew  of  it  ;  but  referved  fome  new  arguments  always  for  a 
''  reply,  like  auxiliary  troops,  to  come  up  and  aflift,  in  cafe  of 
*'  need,  the  grand  body  of  the  battle.  He  was  difmterefted, 
*'  equitable,  fincere,  moderate,  modefl:,  laborious  ;  and  by 
"  thefe  qualities  drew  to  himfelf  the  efteem,  not  only  of  the 
"  learned,  but  of  all  mankind.  He  has  left  behind  him  a  re- 
"  putation,  which  will  laft  for  many  ages,'* 

SKINNER  (Stephen)  an  Englifli  antiquarian,  was 
born  either  in  London,  or  in  the  county  of  Mlddlefex,  about 
the  year  1622.  He  was  admitted  on  the  royal  foundation  at  Wood's 
Chrift-Church  in  Oxford,  in  1638  ;  but  the  civil  wars  break-  Vou'li.^ 
ing  out,  before  he  could  take  any  degree,  he  travelled  beyond 
the  feas,  and  ftudied  in  feveral  univerfities  abroad.  About 
1646,  he  returned  home ;  and  going  to  Oxford,  which  at  this 
time  ceafed  to  be  a  garrifon,  he  took  both  the  degrees  In  arts  * 
the  fame  year.  Then  he  travelled  again  into  France,  Italy, 
Germany^  the  Spanifti  Netherlands,  and  other  countries;  vifited 
the  courts  of  divers  princes  ;  frequented  feveral  univerfities  ; 
and  eftablifhed  an  acquaintance  with  the  learned  in  diiFerent 
parts  of  Europe.  He  took  a  doctor  of  phyfic's  degree  at  Hei- 
delberg ;  and  returning  to  England,  was  incorporated  into  the 
fame  at  Oxford  in  1654.  About  this  time  he  fettled  at  Lin- 
coln i  where,  after  praaifing  phyfic  with  fuccefs,  be  died  of  a 

malig- 
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malignant  fever  In  1667.  Mr.  Wood  fays,  "  he  was  a  perfon 
"  well  verfed  in  moft  parts  of  learning,  underftood  all  books 
*'  whether  old  or  new,  was  moft  fkilful  in  the  oriental 
•'  tongiiesv  an  excellent  Grecian,  and,  in  (hort,  a  living 
"  library." 

He  wrote  Prolegomena  Etymologica  ;  Etymologlcon  linguae 
Anglicanae  ;  Etymologlcon  Botanicum  ;  Etymologica  Expo- 
fitio  vocum  forenfium  ;  Etymologicon  vocum  omnium  Angli- 
carum  ;  Etymologicon  Onomafticon.  After  his  death  thefe 
works,  which  he  had  left  unfiniftied,  came  into  the  hands  of 
Thomas  Henftiaw,  Efq,  of  Kenfington,  near  London ;  who 
corrected,  digefted,  and  added  to  them,  his  additions  being 
marked  with  the  letter  H  :  and  after  this,  prefixing  an  epiftle 
to  the  reader,  publifhed  them  with  this  title,  Etymologicon 
Linguae  Anglicanae,  &c.  1671,  folio. 


Melchior 
AdaTJ,  de 
vit.  Germ. 
Philof. 
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SLEIDAN  (  John  )  an  excellent  German  hiftorian, 
was  born  in  1506,  at  Sleiden,  a  fmall  town  upon  the  confines 
of  the  duchy  of  Juliers,  from  whence  he  derived  his  name. 
He  went  through  his  firil  ftudles  in  his  own  country,  toge- 
ther with  the  learned  John  Sturmius,  who  was  born  in  the 
fame  town  with  himfelf ;  and  afterwards  went  firft  to  Paris, 
and  then  to  Orleans,  where  he  ftudied  the  law  for  three  years. 
He  took  the  degree  of  licentiate  in  this  faculty  ;  but,  having 
always  an  averfion  to  the  bar,  he  continued  his  purfuits 
chiefly  in  polite  literature.  Upon  his  return  to  Paris,  he 
was  recommended  by  his  friend  Sturmius,  in  1535,  to  John 
du  Bellay,  archbifhop  and  cardinal ;  who  conceived  fuch  an 
afFedion  for  him,  that  he  fettled  on  him  a  penfion,  and  com- 
municated to  him  affairs  of  the  greateft  importance  :  for  Slei- 
dan  had  a  genius  for  bufmefs,  as  well  as  for  letters.  He  ac- 
,.  companied  the  ambalTador  of  France  to  the  diet  of  Haguenau, 
but  returned  to  Paris,  and  ftayed  there,  till  it  was  not  fafe  for 
him  to  ftay  any  longer  :  for  he  was  ftrongly  infeded  with  Lu- 
ther's opinions.  He  retired  to  Strafburg  in  1542,  where  he 
acquired  the  efteem  and  friendfhip  of  the  moft  confiderable 
perfons,  and  efpecially  of  James  Sturmius  j  by  whofe  counfel 
he  undertook,  and  by  whofe  affiftance  he  was  enabled  to  write, 
the  Hiftory  of  his  own  time.  He  was  employed  in  fome  ne- 
gotiations 
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gotlations  both  to  France  and  England  ;  and  in  one  of  thefe 
journies,  he  happened  on  a  lady,  whom  he  married  in  1546, 
In  1551,  he  went,  on  the  part  of  the  republic,  to  the  council 
of  Trent ;  but  the  troops  of  Maurice,  ele£tor  of  Saxony,  o- 
bliging  that  council  to  break  up,  he  returned  to  Strafburg 
without  doing  any  thing.  He  was  bufied  in  other  affairs  of 
ilate,  when  the  death  of  his  wife,  in  1555,  plunged  him  into 
fo  deep  a  melancholy,  that  he  became  abfolutely  ill ;  and  loft 
his  memory  fo  intirely,  as  not  to  know  his  own  children. 
Some  imputed  this  to  poifon  ;  but  it  is  more  natural  to  fuppofe 
it  the  effect  of  a  fore  in  his  foot,  which  had  been  always  open, 
but  by  fome  accident  was  at  that  time  flopped.  Fie  died  of 
an  epidemical  illnefs  at  Strafburg,  in  1556. 

He  was  a  learned  man  and  an  excellent  writer.  In  1555, 
came  out  in  folio,  his  De  Statu  Religionis  &  Reipublicae,  Ca- 
rol o  Q^i  in  to  Caefare,  Commentarii ;  in  twenty-five  books: 
from  the  year  1517,  when  Luther  began  to  preach,  to  the 
year  1555.  This  hiflory  was  prefently  tranflated  into  almofl 
all  the  languages  of  Europe,  and  has  been  generally  believed  to 
be  well  and  faithfully  written,  notwithflanding  the  attempts 
that  Varillas  and  fuch  fort  of  authors  have  made  to  difcredit  it. 
It  did  not  fland  folely  upon  Sleidan*s  own  authority,  which, 
however,  mufl  needs  be  of  great  weight,  confidering  that  he 
wrote  of  times  in  which  he  lived,  and  of  tranfa6tions  in  which 
he  had  fome  concern  ;  but  it  was  extracted  from  public  a6ts 
and  original  records,  which  were  in  the  archives  of  the  town  ' 

of  Strafburg,  and  with  which  he  was  furnifhed  by  James  Stur- 
mius.  Befides  this  hiflory,  which  is  his  main  work,  he 
wrote,  De  quatuor  fummis  Imperiis  libri  tres  :  giving  a  pretty 
compendious  chronological  acccount  of  thefe  monarchies. 
This  little  book,  on  account  of  its  great  ufe,  has  been  often 
printed.  He  epitomifed  and  tranflated  into  Latin  the  Hiftories 
of  FroifTard  and  Philip  de  Comines  :  and  he  was  the  author  of 
fome  other  things,  relating  to  hiflory  and  politics.  All  the 
learned  fpeak  well  of  him. 


Wood's  A- 


SMALRIDGE    (Dr.  George)   an  Englifli  prelate 
and  very  elegant  writer,  was  born  of  a  good  family  at  Litch- 
field in  StafFordfhire,  about  the  year  1666  ;  and   educated  at    thcn.Ox.-^ 
Weflminfl^er  fchool  ;  where  he  diflinguifhed  himfelf  by  excel-    ^enctal 
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lent  parts  and  a  good  turn  for  claflical  literature.  It  was 
there,  he  wrote  a  copy  of  verfes  in  Latin,  and  another  in  En- 
glifh,  upon  the  death  of  William  Lilly,  the  aftrologer  ;  which 
he  did  at  the  defire  of  Elias  Aflimole,  efq;  who  was  a  great 
patron  of  Smalridge,  while  he  was  young.  Li  May  1682,  he 
was  elected  from  Weftminfter-School  to  Chrift-Church  in 
Oxford  ;  where  in  due  time  he  took  both  the  degrees  in  arts 
and  divinity.  He  gave  an  early  fpecimen  of  his  abilities  and 
learning,  by  publifhing  in  1687,  "  Animadverfions  on  a 
*'  piece  upon  Church-Government,"  &c.  printed  that  year  at 
Oxford;  and  in  1689,  he  publifhed  a  Latin  poem,  intitled. 
Audio  Davifiana  Oxonii  habita  per  Qui.  Cooper  &  Edw. 
Millington  Bibliopolas  Londinenfes.  He  afterwards  went 
into  Orders,  and  rofe,  through  feveral  preferments,  to  the 
bifhopric  of  Briftol.  In  1693,  he  was  made  prebendary  of 
Lichfield  ;  after  which,  he  became  minifter  of  the  New  Chapel 
inTothill-FieldsWeftminfter.  Soon  after,  he  was  madeCanon 
of  Chrift-Church,  Oxford,  and  then  dean  of  Carlille.  In  iji^^ 
he  was  made  dean  of  Chrift-Church,  and  the  year  after  bifhop 
of  Briftol.  Upon  the  acceffion  of  George  I,  he  was  appoint- 
ed lord  almoner  to  the  king  ;  but  was  removed  from  that  poft, 
for  refufmg  with  bifiiop  Atterbury  to  fign  the  declaration  of 
,  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  and  the  bifliops  in  and  near  Lon- 
don, againft  the  rebellion  in  17 15.  He  died  the  27th  of  Sep- 
tember 17 19,  and  was  interred  at  Chrift-Church. 

He  held  a  correfpondence  with  Mr.  Whifton,  and  became 
fo  fufpeded  ofArianifm,  that  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Sir  Jonathan 
Trelawney,  bifhop  of  Winchefter,  which  is  dated  but  three 
days  before  his  death,  to  vindicate  himfelf  from  the  charge. 
From  Mr.  Whifton's  Hijiorical  Memoirs  it  appears,  that  he 
was  a  great  admirer  of  the  Apoftolic  Conftitutions,  and  thought 
►  it  no  eafy  matter  to  prove  them  fpurious  ;  but  he  was  neither 
a  deep  divine,  nor  a  very  acute  critic,  claffical  literature  being 
what  he  excelled  in.  Sixty  of  his  fermons  were  printed  in 
1726,  folio  :  they  (hew  the  polite  fcholar,  and  the  man  of 
fenfe.  His  Latin  fpeech  at  the  prefenting  Dr.  Atterbury,  as 
prolocutor  of  the  Lower  Houfe  of  Convocation,  has  been 
likewife  printed. 

SMITH 
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SMITH  (Sir  Thomas)  a  learned  Englifli  writer,  and 
fecretary  of  ftate  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  VI  and  queen 
Elizabeth,  was  of  a  gentleman's  family,  and  born  at  Wal- 
den  in  Eflex.     He  was  born  in  151 2,  and  not  in  15 14,  ac- 
cording to  Camden,  who  writes  that  he  died    1577,  in  his 
grand  clima6^erlc ;  for   he   tells  us    himfelf,  in  his  book  of  Camdeh, 
the  "  Commonwealth    of  England,"  that  March  the  a8th,    ^.Z^^Eih'l 
1565,   he  was  in  the  54th  year  of  his  age.     He  was  fent  to   bethse,  ad 
Qi^ieen's  college   in  Cambridge  at  the  age  of  fourteen  or  fif-   l^rlpe^sVifei' 
teen  years,  where  he  diftinguiihed  himfelf  to  fuch  advantage,    ofSirTho^ 
that  he,  together  with  the  famous  John  Cheke,  was  appoint-   ^^^^  "svo/ 
ed  king  Henry  Vlllth's  fcholar.     In    1531,  he  was  chofen   —General 
feljow   of  his  college  ;  and  about  two  years  after,  was  ap-      ^  lonary* 
pointed  to  read  the  public  Greek  ledures.     At  this  time,  he 
confulted   with   Mr.  Cheke  about  the  founds  of  the  Greek 
letters,  and  introduced  a  new  way  of  pronouncing  that  lan- 
guage ;  of  which  we  fhall  fay  more  by  and  by.     In  1536, 
he  was  made  univerfity-orator.     In  1539,  he  travelled  into 
foreign  countries,  and  ftudied   fome  time  in  the  univerfities 
of  France  and  Italy  :  he  took  the  degree  of  do6tor  of  civil 
law  at  Padua.     After  his  return,  he  took  the  fame  degree  at 
Cambridge  in  1542  ;  and  was  made  regius  profeiTor  of  civil 
law  in  that  univerfity.    He  became  likewife  chancellor  of  the 
church    of   Ely.     During   his  refidence    at   Cambridge,   he 
wrote  a  tra6t  concerning  the  correal  writing  and  true  pronun- 
ciation of  the  Englifh  tongue  ;  and  as  he  was  thus   ufeful  to 
learning  in  the  univerfity,  fo  he  promoted  likewife  the  refor- 
mation of  religion. 

Upon  the  acceflion  of  Edward  VI,  he  removed  from 
Cambridge  into  the  duke  of  Somerfet's  family  j  where  he  was 
employed  in  matters  of  ftate  by  that  great  man,  who  was 
uncle  and  governor  of  the  king,  and  protedor  of  his  realms. 
He  was  appointed  mafter  of  requefts  to  the  duke,  fteward  of 
the  ftanneries,  provoft  of  Eaton,  and  dean  of  Carlifle.  He 
married,  while  he  was  in  the  protestor's  family.  In  1548, 
he  was  advanced  to  be  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  knighted  by  his 
majefty  ;  and  In  July  the  fame  year,  was  fent  ambafiador  to 
Bruflels,  to  the  emperor's  council  there.  He  was  concern- 
ed about  this   time  in  the  reformation  of  religion,  and  the 

C  c  2  redrefs 
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redrefs  of  bafe  coin  ;  upon  which  laft  point  he  wrote  a  letter 
to  the  duke  of  Somerfet.  In  1549,  this  nobleman  being 
brought  into  trouble.  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  who  adhered  faith- 
fully to  him,  feems  to  have  been  involved  in  ir,  and  was  de- 
prived of  his  place  of  fecretary  of  ftate  for  a  time,  but  fooa 
after  reftored  J  and  in  155 1,  ftill  under  that  name,  was  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  ambafladors  to  France. 

After  queen  Mary  came  to  the  crown,  he  loft  all  his 
places,  and  was  charged  not  to  depart  the  kingdom  ;  yet  en- 
joyed uncommon  privileges,  which  (hews  him  either  to  have 
had  very  good  luck,  or  to  have  played  his  cards  well.  He 
was  allowed  a  penfion  of  100  1.  per  annum  ;  he  was  highly 
favoured  by  Gardiner  biftiop  of  Winchefter,  and  Bonner  bi- 
fhop  of  London;  and  he  enjoyed  a  particular  indulgence 
from  the  pope.  His  indulgence  from  the  pope  proceeded 
from  hence.  In  1555,  William  Smythwick  of  the  diocefe 
of  Bath,  Efq;  obtained  an  indulgence  from  pope  Pius  IV,  by 
which  he  and  any  five  of  his  friends,  whom  he  fhould  nomi- 
nate, were  to  enjoy  extraordinary  difpenfations.  The  indul- 
gence exempted  them  from  all  ecclefiaftical  cenfures  upon 
whatever  occafion  or  caufe  infli6ted  ;  and  from  all  and  fmgu- 
Jar  their  fins,  whereof  they  are  contrite  and  confefled,  al- 
though they  were  fuch,  for  which  the  apoftolic  fee  were  to 
be  confulted.  Mr.  Smythwick  chofe  Sir  Thomas  Smith, 
for  one  of  his  five  friends  fpecified  in  the  bull,  to  be  parta- 
ker of  thofe  privileges  ;  and  this  undoubtedly  was  a  great  fe- 
curity  to  him  in  thofe  perilous  times. 

Upon  the  acceflion  of  queen  Elizabeth,  he  was  employed  in 
the  fettlement  of  religion,  and  in  feveral  important  affairs  of 
ftate ;  and  wrote  a  dialogue  concerning  the  marriage  of  the 
queen,  which  Mr.  Strype  has  fubjoined  in  the  appendix  to 
his  life.  In  1562,  he  was  fent  ambalTador  to  France,  and 
continued  there  till  1566:  he  wrote,  while  he  was  in 
France,  his  work  intitled,  "  The  Commonwealth  of  Eng- 
<'  land,  in  Latin  as  well  as  Englifh  ;  which,  though  many 
copies  of  it  were  taken, does  not  appear  to  have  been  publifhed 
before  the  year  1621.  He  was  fent  to  France  twice  after- 
wards, in  quality  of  ambafTador  j  and  continued  to  be  employ- 
ed in  ftate-afFairs,  till  the  time  of  his  death  ;  which  happened 
the  I2th  of  May  1577.  He  was  of  a  fair  fanguine  com- 
plexion. 
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plexion,  and  had  a  calm  ingenious  countenance  ;  as  appears 
from  a  pi6ture  of  him,  faid  to  have  been  done  by  Hans  Hol- 
bein. He  was  a  man  of  very  uncommon  qualities  and  at- 
tainments ;  an  excellent  philofopher,  phyfician,  chymift,  ma- 
thematician, aflronomer,  linguift,  hiftorian,  orator,  and  ar- 
chitect :  and,  what  is  better  than  them  ail,  a  man  of  virtue, 
and  a  good  proteftant. 

We  have  faid  above,  that  Mr.  Cheke  and  he  confulted 
together  about  the  Greek  tongue,  and  introduced  a  new  way 
of  pronouncing  it  :  and  as  the  fubjedt  is  curious,  we  will 
here  enter  a  little  into  the  particulars  of  that  affair.  Cuflom 
had  eftablifhed  a  very  faulty  manner  of  founding  feveral  of 
the  vowels  and  dipthongs  ;  for  «,  v,  v,  £»,  oi,  t;»,  were  all  pro- 
nounced as  lura  :  nihil  fere  aliud,  fays  our  author,  haberet  I^ere^a& 
ad  loquendum,  nifi  lugubres  fonos  &  illud  flebile  Icotoc.  He  linguae 
conferred  therefore  with  Mr.  Cheke  upon  this  point,  and  Gr«cae  pro- 
t*hey  perceived,  that  the  vulgar  method  of  pronouncing  Greek 
was  falfe;  fmce  it  was  abfurd,  that  fo  many  different  letters 
and  dipthongs  fhould  all  have  but  one  and  the  fame  found. 
They  proceeded  to  fearch  authors  for  the  determination  of 
this  point  ,  but  the  modern  writers  little  availed  them  :  they 
had  not  feen  Erafmus*s  book,  in  which  he  excepted  againft 
the  common  way  of  reading  Greek.  But  though  both  of 
them  faw  thefe  palpable  errors,  they  could  not  agree  a- 
mong  themfelves,  efpecially  concerning  the  letters  ^ra  and 
v^iXov  Soon  after,  having  procured  Erafmus's  book  and 
Terentianus  de  Uteris  &  fyllabis,  they  began  to  reform  their 
pronunciation  of  the  Greek  privately,  and  only  communi- 
cated it  to  their  mod  intimate  friends.  When  they  had  fuf- 
ficiently  habituated  themfelves  to  this  new  method  of  pro- 
nunciation, with  which  they  were  highly  pleafed  on  account 
of  the  fullnefs  and  fweetnefs  of  it,  they  refolved  to  make 
trial  of  it  publickly ;  and  it  was  agreed,  that  Mr.  Smith 
fhould  begin.  He  read  ledures  at  that  time  upon  Ariftotle 
de  Republica  in  Greek,  as  he  had  done  fome  years  before  ; 
and  that  the  novelty  of  his  pronunciation  might  give  the  lefs 
offence,  he  ufed  this  artifice,  that  in  reading  he  would  let 
fall  a  word  only  now  and  then,  uttered  in  the  new  correal 
found.  At  firft  no  notice  was  taken  of  this  j  but  when  he 
he  did  it  oftener,  his  auditors  began  to  obferve  and  liften 
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more  attentively  :  and  when  he  had  often  pronounced  r  and 
OP  as  E  and  oi,  they,  who  three  years  before  had  heard  him 
found  them  after  the  old  way,  could  not  think  it  a  flip  of  the 
tongue,  but  fufpe£ted  fomething  elfe,  and  laughed  at  the 
unufual  founds.  He  again,  as  though  his  tongue  had  flipped, 
would  fometimes  correct  himfelF,  and  repeat  the  word  after 
the  old  manner.  But  when  he  did  this  daily,  fome  of  his 
friends  came  to  him,  and  told  him  what  they  had  remarked 
in  his  lectures  :  upon  which  he  owned,  that  he  had  be^n 
thinking  of  fomething  privately,  but  that  it  was  not  yet  fuffi- 
eiently  digefted  and  prepared  for  the  public.  They,  on  the 
other  hand,  prayed  him  not  to  conceal  it  from  them,  but  to 
acquaint  them  with  it  frankly  ;  and  accordingly  he  promifed 
them,  that  he  would.  Upon  this  rumour  many  reforted  to 
him,  whom  he  defired  only  to  hear  his  reafons,  and  to  have 
patience  with  him  three  or  four  days  ^t  moft ;  until  the 
founds  by  ufe  were  made  more  familiar  to  their  ears,  and 
the  prejudice  of  their  novelty  worn  off.  At  this  time  he  read 
lectures  upon  Homer's  odyfl^ee  in  his  own  college  ;  and 
there  began  more  openly  to  fhew  and  determine  the  diffe- 
rence of  the  founds  :  Mr.  Cheke  likewife  did  the  fame  in  his 
college.  Then  many  came  to  them,  in  order  to  learn  of 
them,  how  to  pronounce  after  the  new  method.  And  it  is 
not  to  be  exprefl^ed,  with  what  greedinefs  and  afFedion  this 
was  received  among  the  youth.  The  following  winter  there 
was  acted  in  St.  John's  college  Ariftophanes's  Plutus  in 
Greek,  and  one  or  two  more  of  his  comedies,  without  the 
leaft  diflike  or  oppofition  from  any,  who  were  efteemed  learn- 
ed men  and  mafl:ers  of  the  Greek  language.  John  Ponet, 
a  pupil  of  Mr.  Smith,  and  afterwards  bifliop  of  Winchefter, 
read  Greek  lectures  publickly  in  the  new  pronunciation  ,  as 
likewife  did  Roger  Afcham,  who  read  Ifocrates,  and  at  firft 
was  averfe  to  this  pronunciation,  though  he  foon  became  a 
zealous  advocate  for  it.  Thus  in  a  few  years,  this  new  way 
of  reading  Greek,  introduced  by  Mr.  Smith,  prevailed  every 
where  in  the  univerfity  ;  and  v/as  followed  even  by  Redman, 
the  profeflbr  of  divinity.  However,  it  afterwards  met  with 
great  oppofition  ;  for  about  the  year  1539,  when  Smith  was 
going  to  travel,  Cheke,  being  appointed  the  king's  lecturer 
of  the  Greek  language,  began  with  explaining  and  enforcing 
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the  new  pronunciation,  but  was  oppofed  by  one  Rated  iff, 
a  fcholar  of  the  univerfity  ;  who,  being  exploded  for  his  at- 
tempt, brought  the  difpute  before  bifhop  Gardiner,  the  chan- 
cellor. Upon  this,  the  bifhop  interpofed  his  authority  :  who, 
being  averfe  to  all  innovations  as  well  as  thofe  in  religion, 
and  obferving  this  new  pronunciation  to  come  from  perfons 
fufpeded  of  no  good  intentions  to  the  old  religion,  made  a 
folemn  decree  agalnft  it.  Cheke  was  very  earneft  with  the 
chancellor  to  fuperfede,  or  at  lead  to  connive  at  the  neglect 
of  this  decree  ;  but  the  chancellor  continued  inflexible.  Smith 
in  the  mean  time,  having  waited  upon  him  at  Hampton- 
Court,  and  difcourfed  with  him  upon  the  point,  declared  his 
readinefs  to  comply  with  the  decree  ;  but,  upon  his  return, 
recollected  his  difcourfe  with  the  bifhop,  and  in  a  long  and 
eloquent  Latin  epiflle,  privately  fent  to  him,  argued  with 
much  freedom  the  points  in  controverfy  between  them.  The 
epiflle  confifted  of  three  parts.  In  the  firft,  he  fhewed  what 
was  to  be  called  true  and  right  in  the  whole  method  of  pro- 
nunciation ;  retrieved  it  from  the  modern  and  prefent  ufe  out 
of  the  har.ds  of  both  the  ignorant  and  learned  ;  and  reflored 
it  to  the  ancients,  whom  he  propounded  as  the  befl  and  only 
pattern  to  be  imitated,  in  the  fecond,  he  compared  the  old 
and  new  pronunciation  with  that  pattern,  that  the  bifhop 
might  fee,  whether  of  the  two  came  nearer  to  it.  In  the 
third,  he  gave  an  account  of  his  whole  condu(£t  in  this 
affair.  This  epiftle  was  dated  from  Cambridge,  Auguft 
the  1 2th  1542.  Afterwards,  while  he  was  ambafTador  at 
Paris,  he  caul'td  it  to  be  printed  there  by  Robert  Stephens, 
under  the  title  of,  De  re6ta  &  emendata  linguae  Grascae  pro- 
nunciatione,  1568,  in  4to  ;  together  with  another  tra6t  of 
his,  *"'  concerning  the  correct  writing  and  right  pronunciation 
"  of  the  Englifh  tongue,"  which  has  been  mentioned  a- 
bove. 

SMITH  (John)  a  very  able  and  very  learned  Englifh 
divine,  was  born  in  the  year  1618  at  Achurch  near  Oundlc 
in  Northamptonfhire  ;  where  his  father  pofTefled  a  fmall  farm.    Rennet's 
In  April  1636,    he  was   admitted  of  Emmanuel  college  in   ^*^°J^^"^ 
Cambridge;    where   he    had    the  happinels  of  having   Dr.  Patrick's 
Whichcote,  then  lellow  of  that  college,  afterwards  provofl   Sermon 
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of  King's,  for  his  tutor.     He  took  a  bachelor  of  arts  degree 
in  1640,  and    a   mafter's   in    1644;    and  the  fame  year  was 
chofen  a  fellow  of  Queen's  college,  the  fellow(hips  appropri- 
ated  to  his  county  in  his  own   being  none  of  them  vacant. 
He  died  the   7th   of  Auguft  1652,   and  was  interred   in   the 
chapel  of  the   fame  college  ;   at   which   time   a  fermon  was 
preached  by  Simon  Patrick,  then  fellow  of  Queen's,  and  af- 
terwards  bifhop  of  Ely,  giving   a  fhort  account  of  his  life 
and  death.     In  this  he  is  reprefented  as  a  man  of  great  abili- 
ties, vaft  learning,  and  profefling  alfo  every  grace  and  vir- 
tue, which  can  improve  and  adorn  the  human  nature.     His 
moral  and  fpiritual  perfedtions  could  be  only  known  to  his 
contemporaries  ;*  but  his  uncommon   abilities  and  immenfe 
erudition  appear  manifeftly   in  thofe  treatifes  of  his,  which 
were    publifhed    by   Dr.  John  Worthington   at   Cambridge 
1660,  in  4to,  under  the  title  of,  "  Seledl  Difcourfes."  There 
are  ten  of  them  ;  i.  ''  Of  the  true  way  or  method  of  at- 
**  talning  to  divine  knowledge.     2.  Of  fuperftition.     3.  Of 
*'  atheifm.     4.   Of  the  immortality  of  the  foul,     5.  Of  the 
*'  exiftence   and  nature  of  God.     6.   Of  prophefy.      7.   Of 
*'  the  difference  between  the  legal  and  the  evangelical  righ- 
*'  teoufnefs,  the   old   and   new  covenant,  &c.     8.  Of  the 
*'  fliortnefs  and  vanity  of  a  pharifaical  righteoufnefs.     9.  Of 
*'  the  excellency  and  noblenefs  of  true  religion.      10.   Of  a 
*'  chriftian's  conflidi  with,  and  conquefts  over,    fatan." 

Thefe  are  not  fermons,  but  treatifes  ;  and  fhew  an  un- 
common reach  of  underftanding  and  penetration,  as  well  as 
an  immenfe  treafure  of  learning,  in  their  author.  A  fecond 
edition  of  them,  corrected,  with  the  funeral  fermon  by  Pa- 
trick annexed,  was  publifhed  at  Cambridge  1673  in  4to. 
The  difcourfe  "  upon  prophefy  "  was  tranflated  into  Latin 
by  M.  Le  Clerc,  and  prefixed  to  his  commentary  on  the 
prophets,  publifhed  in  the  year  1731. 

SMITH  (Dr.  Thomas)  a  learned  EngliQi  writer  and 
divine,  was  born  in  the  parifh  of  Allhallows  Barking  in  Lon- 
don, the  3d  of  June  1638  ;  and  admitted  of  Queen's  college 
Wood's  A-     ^"  Oxford,  at  nineteen  years  of  age,   where  he  took  the  de- 
then.  Oxon,   grees  in  arts.     In  1663,   ^^  ^^^  made  maffer  of  the  free- 
oln^Dia,     ^^^^^^  j^ini^g  to  Magdalen  college  5  and  in  1666  was  eleded 
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fellow  of  that  college,  being  then  famous  for  his  fkill  in  the 
oriental  languages.  In  June  1668,  he  went  as  chaplain  to 
Sir  Daniel  Harvey,  ambaflador  to  ConftantiHople  ;  and  re- 
turned from  thence  in  December  167 1.  In  1676,  he  tra- 
velled into  France  ;  and  returning  after  a  (hort  ftay,  became 
chaplain  to  Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon,  fecretary  of  ftate.  In 
1679,  he  was  defigned  to  collate  and  publifli  the  Alexan- 
drian manufcript  in  St.  James's  library,  and  to  have  for  his 
reward,  as  Icina;  Charles  II  promifed,  a  canonry  of  Windfor 
or  Weftminfter  J  but  that  defign  was  not  executed.  He  pub- 
lifhed  a  great  many  works,  and  had  an  eftablilhed  reputa- 
tion among  the  learned.  So  high  an  opinion  was  conceived 
of  him,  that  he  was  follicited  by  the  bifhops,  Pearfon,  Fell, 
and  Lloyd,  to  return  into  the  Eaft,  in  order  to  colled  an- 
tient  manufcripts  of  the  Greek  fathers.  It  was  defigned  he 
(hould  vifit  the  monafteries  of  mount  Athos,  where  there  is 
faid  to  be  ftill  extant  a  great  number  of  manufcripts,  repofi- 
ted  there  before  the  decline  of  the  Greek  empire.  He  was 
then  to  proceed  to  Smyrna,  Nice,  Nicomedia,  Ancyra,  and 
at  laft  to  Egypt ;  and  to  employ  two  or  three  years  in  this 
voyage.  But  he  could  not  prevail  on  himfelf  to  undertake 
it,  as  well  by  reafon  of  the  dangers,  which  he  muft  inevita- 
bly encounter  in  it,  as  of  the  juft  expedtations  he  had  from 
his  patron  Williamfon  of  preferment  in  the  church.  Thefe 
expectations  however  were  difappointed  ;  for  Wood  fays, 
that,  after  living  feveral  years  with  him,  and  performing  a 
great  deal  of  drudgery  for  him,  he  was  at  length  difmifled 
without  any  reward.  In  1683,  he  took  a  doctor  of  divini- 
ty's degree  ;  and  the  year  after  was  nominated  by  his  college 
to  the  re£tory  of  Stanlake  in  the  diocefe  of  Oxford,  but  upon 
fome  diflike  refigned  it  in  a  month.  In  1687,  he  was  col- 
lated to  a  prebend  in  the  church  of  Heyghbury  in  Wilts.  In 
Auguft  1688,  he  was  deprived  of  his  fellowftiip  by  Dr.  Gif- 
fard,  the  popifti  prefident  of  Magdalen  college,  becaufe  ha 
refufed  to  live  among  the  new  popifh  fellows  of  that  college. 
He  was  reftored  in  06^ober  following  ;  but  afterwards  re- 
fufing  to  take  the  oaths  to  king  William  and  queen  Mary, 
his  fellowfhip  was  pronounced  void  the  25th  of  July  1692. 
He  died  at  London  the  uth  of  May  17 10. 
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He  publifhed  four  letters  in  Latiq,  at  two  different  times, 
which  he  afterwards  translated  into  Englifh,  and  thus  enti- 
tled :  "  Remarks  upon  the  manners,  religion,  and  govern- 
''  ment  of  the  Turks  ;  together  with  a  furvey  of  the  (even 
*'  churches  of  Afia,  as  they  now  lie  in  their  ruins  ,  and  a 
*' brief  defcription  of  Conftantinople,"  1678,  in  8vo.  He 
wrote,  De  Graecas  Ecclefiae  hodierno  ftatu  Epiftola  ;  which, 
with  additions,  he  tranflated  into  Englifh,  and  publifhed  with 
this  title  :  "  An  Account  of  the  Greek  church,  as  to  its 
*'  do6trine  and  rites  of  wo  r (hip,  with  feveral  hiftorical  re  • 
**  marks  interfperfed,  relating  thereto.  To  which  is  added, 
*^  an  account  of  the  ftate  of  the  Greek  church  under  Cyrillus 
"  Lucaris,  patriarch  of  Conftantinople,  with  a  relation  of 
''  his  fufFerings  and  death,"  1680,  in  8vo.  He  publifhed  a 
Latin  life  of  Camden,  which  was  prefixed  to  his  edition  of 
Camden's  Epiftolae,  in  1691,  4to  ;  and  afterwards,  Vitce 
quorundam  eruditiflimorum  &  illuftrium  virorum,  1707,  in 
4to.  In  this  collection  are  the  lives  of  archblfliop  Uftier, 
bifhop  Cofms,  Mr,  Henry  Briggs,  Mr.  John  Bainbridge, 
Mr.  John  Greaves,  Sir  Patric  Young,  preceptor  to  king 
James  I,  Patric  Young,  library-keeper  to  the  fame,  and 
Dr.  John  Dee.  He  wrote  feveral  other  learned  things. 
Three  of  his  pieces  are  inferted  in  the  philofophical  tranfac- 
tlons  :  I.  "  Hiftorical  obfervations  relating  to  Conftantino- 
<*  pie":  No.  152,  for  Odtober  the  20th,  1683.  2.  "  An 
*'  account  of  the  city  of  Prufia  in  Bythinia  :  "  No.  155,  for 
January  1683.  3.  "  A  conjeilure  about  an  under-current 
"  at  the  Streights-mouth  :  "  No.  158,  for  April  the  20th, 
1684. 

S  MI  T  H  (John)  an  Englifh  divine  of  good  abilities  and 
learning,  was  born  at  Lowther  in  Weftmorland  in  1659: 
of  which  parifh  his  father  was  rector.  He  was  trained  under 
his  father  for  feme  time ;  after  which  he  was  fent,  by  the 
unlucky  advice  of  fome  friends,  to  Bradford  in  Yorkfhire, 
and  placed  under  Mr.  Chriftopher  Nefle,  a  leading  man  a- 
mong  the  dlfTenters.  Here  he  continued  two  years,  and  lofl 
under  this  prefbyterian  almoft  all,  that  he  had  learned  from 
his  father  ;  but  recovered  it  again,  as  we  are  informed,  un- 
der one  Mr.  Thomas  Lawfon,  a  quakcr,  who,  not  like  the 
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reft  of  his  fefl,  was  a  favourer  of  learning,  an  excellent 
fchool-mafter,  and  who  grounded  Mr.  Smith  well  in  the 
learned  languages.  An  early  foundation  in  clafiical  learning 
being  thus  laid,  his  father  conceived  thoughts  offending  him 
to  an  univerfity ;  but  could  not  for  fome  time  determine  to  * 

which.  The  nearnefs  of  the  place,  and  the  company  of  a 
young  ftudent  who  was  going  thither,  recommended  Glaf- 
cow  in  Scotland,  and  the  day  was  fixed  for  the  journey  ;  but 
it  proved  fo  rainy  and  tempcftuous  a  feafon,  that  his  father 
would  not  venture  him  from  home  :  and  the  family,  it  is  faid, 
always  looked  upon  this  as  a  providential  ei^ape  from  the 
Scotifli  religion,  to  which  his  intended  companion  was  made 
a  profelyte.  The  defign  of  a  Scotch  education  being  laid 
afide,  Oxford  was  now  thought  of,  and  many  friends  pro- 
moted his  going  to  Queen's  college  in  that  univerfity  ;  but 
neither  did  this  fcheme  take  effect:  :  for  a  neighbour  telling 
his  father,  that  he  was  fending  two  fons  to  St.  John's  col- 
lege in  Cambridge,  he  was  at  laft  prevailed  on  to  yield  to  the 
great  defire  of  his  fon  to  go  with  them.  Accordingly  he 
was  admitted  of  St.  John's  college  in  June  1674  ;  where  he 
took  the  degrees  in  arts,  and  afterwards  went  into  orders.  In 
1686,  he  went  abroad  as  chaplain  to  lord  Lanfdown,  when 
his  lordfliip  was  made  ambaffador  extraordinary  to  the  court 
of  Spain;  and  after  his  return  home,  which  was  foon  after 
the  revolution,  was  made  domeftic  chaplain^  to  Crew,  biftiop 
of  Durham,  who  had  a  particular  value  for  him.  In  1695, 
his  lordfhip  collated  him  to  the  rectory  and  hofpltal  of  Gatef- 
head,  and  to  a  prebend  in  the  church  of  Durham  :  upon 
which  promotions  he  took  a  doftor  of  divinity's  degree,  in 
1696.  He  was  afterwards  prefented  by  the  biftiop  to  the 
redtory  of  his  own  parifh,  Biftiops-Wearmouth  ;  where  he 
not  only  repaired  the  church,  but  built  a  very  good  parfo- 
nage  entirely  at  his  own  expence.  He  v/as  a  man  of  parts 
and  learning,  and  was  particularly  verfed  ia  the  fepten- 
trional  literature  and  in  antiquities.  He  died  the  3Cth  of 
July  1 7 15,  at  Cambridge,  where  he  had  been  for  fome  time, 
in  order  to  finifh  an  edition  of  the  hiftorical  works  of  venera- 
ble Bede  :  and  was  buried  in  St.  John's  college  chapel,  where 
a  monument  was  erected  for  him,  with  an  infcription  in  La- 
tin, wrote  by  his  learned  friend  Mr.  Thomas  Baker,  then 
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fellow  of  that  college.  His  edition  of  Bede  was  publlfhed 
in  1722,  according  to  his  own  diredions,  by  his  Ton  Geome 
Smith,  efq;  fometime  of  the  Inner  Temple  ;  to  whom  he 
left  a  large  fortune,  which  he  had  obtained  by  his  wife.  He 
had  alfo  madefome  progrefs  in  writing  the  antiquities  ofDur- 
ham  ;  for  which  undertaking,  Bi{hop  Nicholfon  obferves, 
he  was  the  moft  proper  perfon.  He  furnifhed  Dr.  Gibfon 
with  the  additions  to  the  bifhoprick  of  Durham,  which  are 
inferted  in  the  fecond  edition  of  Camden's  Britannia  by  that 
prelate.  Four  fermons  were  publiftied  by  him  at  different 
times. 


Charafter 
of  Mr. 
Smith  by 
Mr.  Oldif- 
worth,  pre- 
fixed to  his 
works,  edit, 
1729. 


SMITH    (Edmund)    a   diftinguilhed    Englifh    poet, 
the  only  fon  of  an  eminent  merchant,  one  Mr.  Neale,   by  a 
daughter  of  baron  Lechmere  ;   and  born  in  the  year  1668. 
Some  misfortunes  of  his  father,  which  were  foon  after  follow- 
ed by  his  death,  occafioned  the  Ton's  being  left  very  young 
in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Smith,  who   had  married  his  father's 
fitter.    This  gentleman  treated  him  with  as  much  tendernefs, 
as  if  he  had  been  his  own  child ;   and  placed  him  at  Weft- 
minfter  fchool,    under  the  care  of  Dr.  Bufby.     After    the 
death  of  his  generous  guardian,  whofe  name  In  gratitude  he 
thought  proper  to  afTume,  he  was  removed  to  Chrift- church 
in  Oxford  ;  and  was  there  by  his  aunt  handfomely  maintain- 
ed till   her  death  :   after  which  he  continued  a  member  of 
that  foci^ty,   till  within  five  years  of  his  own.     Some  time 
before  his  leaving  Chrift-church,  he  was  fent  for  by  his  mo- 
ther to  Worcefter,  and  acknowledged  by  her  as  a  legitimate 
fon  ;  which  his  friend  Mr.  Oldifworth  mentions,  he  fays,  to 
wipe  off  the  afperfions,  that  fome  had  ignorantly  caft  on  his 
birth.     He  paffed  through   the  exercifcs  of  the  college  and 
univerfity  with  unufual  applaufe  ;    and  acquired  a  great  repu- 
tation in  the  fchools  both  for  his  knowledge  and  (kill  in  dif- 
putatlon.     He  had  a  long  and  perfect  intimacy  with  all    the 
Greek  and  Latin  claffics  :  with  whom  he  had  carefully  com- 
pared whatever  was  worth  perufmg  in  the  French,  Spanifti, 
and  Italian,  to  which  languages  he  was  no  ftranger,  and  in 
all  the  celebrated  writers  of  his  own  country.    He  confidered 
the  antients  and  moderns,  not  as  parties  or  rivals  for  fame, 
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but  as  architects  upon  one  and  the  fame  plan,  the  art  of 
poetry. 

Mr.  Smith's  works  are  not  many,  and  thofe  fcattered  up 
and  down  in  mifcellanies  and  collle£tions.  His  celebrated 
tragedy,  called  "  Phaedra  and  Hippolitus,"  was  aded  at  the 
theatre-royal  in  the  year  1707.  This  play  was  introduced 
upon  the  ftage,  at  a  time  when  the  Italian  opera  Co  much  en- 
grofled  the  polite  world,  that  fenfe  was  altogether  facrificed 
to  found  :  and  this  occafioned  Mr.  Addifon,  who  did  our 
poet  the  honour  to  write  the  prologue,  to  rally  therein  the 
vitiated  taftes  of  the  public,  in  preferring  the  unideal  enter- 
tainment of  an  opera  to  the  genuine  fenfe  of  a  Britiih  poet. 
The  chief  excellence  of  this  play  confifts  in  the  beauty  and 
harmony  of  the  verfification.  It  is  not  deftitute  of  the  pathe- 
tic :  though  much  more  regard  is  paid  to  the  purity  and  ele- 
gance of  the  language,  than  a  poet  more  acquamted  with  the 
workings  of  the  heart  would  have  done.  L'pon  the  whole, 
notwithftanding  the  high  efleem  it  has  always  been  held  in, 
it  may  perhaps  better  be  confidered  as  a  fine  poem,  than  as 
an  extraordinary  play.  This  tragedy,  with  "  A  Poem  to 
*'  the  memory  of  Mr.  John  Phillips,"  his  moft  intimate 
friend,  three  or  four  odes,  and  a  Latin  oration  fpoken  pub- 
lickly  at  Oxford  in  laudem  Thomae  Bodleii,  were  publiflied 
in  the  year  1719,  under  the  name  of  his  "  works"  by  his 
friend  Mr.  Oldifworth  ;  who  prefixed  a  character  of  Mr. 
Smith,  from  whence  this  account  is  taken. 

Mr.  Smith  died  in  the  year  17 10,  in  the  42d  year  of  his 
age,  at  the  feat  of  George  Ducket,  efq;  called  Hartham,  in 
Wiltftiire ;  and  was  buried  in  the  parifh  church  there.  A 
few  years  before  his  death,  he  engaged  in  fome  confiderable 
undertakings  ;  in  which  he  railed  expe(5tatIons  in  the  world, 
which  he  did  not  live  to  gratify.  Mr.  Oldifworth  obferves, 
that  he  had  feen  of  his  about  ten  fheets  pf  Pindar  tranflated 
into  Englifli ;  which,  he  fays,  exceeded  any  thing  in  that 
kind,  he  could  ever  hope  for  in  our  language.  He  had  drawn 
out  a  plan  for  a  tragedy  of  lady  Jane  Grey,  and  had  written 
feveral  fcenes  of  it :  a  fubjed  afterwards  nobly  executed  by 
Mr.  Rowe.  But  his  o;reateft  Ufidertakino;  was  a  traofiation 
of  Longinus,  which  he  had  finiihed  in  a  very  mafkrly 
manner.     He  propofed  a  large  addition  to  this  work  ot  notes 
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and  obfervatlons  of  his  own,  with  an  intire  fyftem  of  th« 
art  of  poetry  in  three  books,  under  the  titles  of  thought, 
didlion,  and  figure.  He  intended  to  make  remarks  upon  all 
the  ancients  and  moderns,  the  Greek,  Latin,  French,  Spa- 
nifh,  Italian,  and  Englifh  poets  ;  and  to  animadvert  upon 
their  feveral  beauties  and  defects. 

Mr.  Oldifworth  has  reprefented  Mr.  Smith,  as  a  man  a- 
bounding  with  qualities  as  good  as  great ;  and  we  have  no  rea* 
fon  to  impute  this  panegyric  to  the  partiality  of  friendfhip. 
Mr.  Smith  had,  neverthelefs,  fome  defe£ls  in  his  conduit :  one 
was^an  extreme  careleffhefs  in  the  particular  of  drefs  ;  which 
fmgularity  procured  him  the  name  of  Captain  Ragg.  His  per- 
fon  was  yet  fo  well  formed,  that  no  negledlof  this  kind  could 
render  it  difagreable  j  infomuch  that  the  fair  fex,  who  obferved 
and  admired  him,  ufed  at  once  to  commend  and  reprove  him 
by  the  name  of  the  handfome  floven.  It  is  acknowledged 
alfo,  that  he  was  much  inclined  to  intemperance  -,  which  per- 
haps may  be  in  fome  meafure  accounted  for  in  a  man  under 
poverty,  calamities  and  difappointments,  as  Mr.  Oldifworth 
reprefents  him  to  have  been.  It  funk  him,  however,  into  that 
floth  and  indolence,  which  has  been  the  bane  of  many  a  bright 
genius.  Upon  the  whole  he  was  a  good-natured  man,  a 
iinifhed  fcholar,  a  great  poet,  and  a  difcerning  critic :  for,  ac- 
cording to  an  obfervation  of  lord  Shaftfbury,  "  he  kept  the 
'■  poet  in  awe  by  regular  criticifm,  and  as  it  were  married  the 
"  two  arts  for  their  mutual  fupport  and  improvement." 

SNYDERS  (Francis)  a  Flemifh  painter,  was  born 
at  Antwerp  in  1587,  and  bred  up  under  his  countryman 
Henry  Van  Balen.  His  genius  firft  difplayed  itfelf  only  in 
painting  fruit.  He  afterwards  attempted  animals,  huntings, 
fifh,  &c.  in  which  kind  of  ftudy  he  fucceeded  fo  well,  as  to  fur- 
pafs  all  that  went  before  him.  Snyders's  inclination  led  him 
to  vifit  Italy,  where  he  ftaid  fome  time,  and  improved  himfelf 
confiderably.  Upon  his  return  to  Flanders,  he  fixed  his  ordi- 
nary abode  at  BrufTels  :  he  was  made  painter  to  Ferdinand 
and  Ifaoella,  arch-duke  and  ducheis,  and  became  attached  to 
the  houfe  of  t^e  cardinal  Infant  of  Spain.  The  grand  com- 
poiitions  of  battles  and  huntings,  which  he  executed  for  the 
king  of  Spain,  and  the  arch-duke  Leopold  William,  deferve 
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the  higheft  commendation  :  and  befides  hunting-pieces>  he 
painted  kitchens,  &c.  and  gave  dignity  to  fubjedls,  that  feem- 
ed  incapable  of  it.  He  died  in  the  year  1657,  aged  70.  Ru- 
bens ufed  to  co-operate  with  this  painter,  and  took  a  pleafure 
in  affifting  him,  when  his  pi£lures  required  large  figures. 
Snyders  has  engraved  a  book  of  animals  of  fixteen  leaves, 
great  and  fmall. 

SOCINUS  (  Maria Nus  )  an  eminent  civilian,  was 
fprung  from  an  ancient  and  honorable  family,  which  had  for 
fome  generations  diftinguiftied  itfelf  in  the  profeiHon   of  the  , 

civil  law.  He  was  born  at  Siene  in  Tufcany  in  1482,  and  ^^^^ 
took  his  degree  of  doctor  of  the  civil  law,  at  twenty-one  years 
of  age.  He  taught  that  fcience  at  Siena,  for  feveral  years. 
Afterwards  he  went  to  Padua  to  be  the  profeflbr  there,  and 
then  to  Bologna,  to  fill  the  chair  that  was  vacant  by  the  re- 
turn of  Alciatus  to  Pavia  in  the  year  1540.  The  penfions 
and  privileges  conferred  upon  him  at  Bologna  would  never 
fufFer  him  to  leave  this  place,  though  he  had  preffing  invita- 
tions from  feveral  other  univerfities.  He  died  in  Aug.ift  1556 
of  a  diftemper,  which  he  had  contradted  from  an  irregular 
commerce  with  the  female  fex  :  for  it  feems,  in  the  laft  years 
of  his  life,  after  he  had  buried  his  wife,  with  whom  he  had 
lived  forty  fix  years,  he  gave  hirnfclf  up  intirely  to  in- 
continence. 

SOCINUS  (Lmlius)  a  man  of  great  learning  and  a- 
bilities,  was  a  third  fon  of  Marianus  Socinus,  and,  properly 
fpeaking,  the  founder  of  the  Socinian  feft.  For  though  the 
zeal  of  the  times  in  which  he  lived,  and  the  danger  of  a  per- 
fecution  to  which  he  flood  expofed,  reftrained  him  from  de- 
claring himfelf  openly,  yet  he  was  in  reality  the  author  of  all 
thofe  principles  and  opinions,  which  Fauftus  Socinus  after- 
wards enlarged  upon  and  propagated.  He  was  born  at  Siena 
in  1525,  and  defigned  by  his  father  for  the  ftudy  of  the  civil 
law.  Hence  he  began  early  to  apply  himfelf  to  the  reading 
of  the  fcriptures  ;  for  he  imagined,  that  the  foundations  of  the 
civil  law  muft  necefiarily  be  laid  in  the  word  of  God,  and 
therefore  would  be  deduced  in  the  beft  manner  from  it  :  and 
to  qualify  himfelf  the  better  for  this  enquiry,  he  ftudied   the 
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Greek,  Hebrew,  and  Arabic  tongues.  In  the  mean  time  he 
foon  difcovered,  that  the  church  of  Rome  taught  many  things 
plainly  contrary  to  fcripture  :  upon  which  account,  whether 
through  fear  of  any  inconveniencies,  which  the  freedom  of  his 
enquiries  might  bring  upon  him  at  home,  or  for  the  fake 
of  communicating  his  opinions  with  more  eafe  and  fafety  a- 
broad,  he  quickly  left  Italy,  and  went  into  a  proteftant 
country. 

He  began  to  travel  in  the  year  1547,  and  fpent  four  years 
in  going  through  France,  England,  the  Netherlands,  Germa- 
ny, and  Poland  j  and  then  he  fettled  at  Zurich.  He  contract- 
ed a  familiarity,  and  even  an  intimacy  with  all  the  learned 
wherever  he  came  ;  and  Calvin,  Melan6lhon,  Bullinger,  Ca- 
flellio,  Beza,  and  others  of  the  fame  clafs,  were  amongft  the 
number  of  his  friends.  But  Socinus  foon  difcovered,  by  the 
doubts  he  propofed  to  them,  that  he  was  not  quite  orthodox 
upon  the  article  of  the  Trinity  ;  and  as  no  bonds  of  friendfhip 
are  ftrong  enough  to  hold  men  together,  who  differ  in  their  o- 
pinions  upon  fo  important  a  point,  fo  many  of  them  began  to 
be  a  little  difgufted  at  him.  Calvin  efpecially,  as  we  learn 
from  an  extract  of  a  letter  of  his  to  Socinus,  feems  not  only  to 
have  been  difgufted,  but  upon  the  very  point  of  breaking  with 
him.  "  Don't  expect,  fays  he,  that  I  fhould  anfwer  all  your 
*'  monftrous  queftions.  If  you  chufe  to  foaramidft  fuch  lofty 
''  fpeculations,  fufFer  me,  an  humble  difciple  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
*'  to  meditate  upon  fuch  things,  as  conduce  to  my  edification  : 
*'  as  indeed  I  (hall  endeavour  by  my  (ilence  to  prevent  your 
"  being  troublefome  to  me  hereafter.  In  the  mean  time  I 
**  cannot  but  lament,  that  you  fhould  continue  to  employ 
*'  thofe  fine  parts,  with  which  God  has  blelTed  you,  not  only 
*'  to  no  purpofe,  but  to  a  very  bad  one.  Let  me  beg  of  you 
*'  ferioufly,  as  I  have  often  done,  to  correct  in  yourfelf  this 
''  itch  of  enquiry,  for  fear  it  (hould  bring  you  into  very 
*'  grievous  troubles." 

There  was  good  reafon  for  Socinus  to  follow  this  advice  of 
Calvin,  conhdering  that  it  was  not  above  a  year  and  an  half 
from  that  time,  when  Servetus  was  burnt  at  Geneva  by  Cal- 
vin's own  direction  :  and  Socinus  did  follow  it  fo  well,  that  he 
lived  among  the  inveterate  enemies  of  his  opinions,  without 
being  in  the  leaft  hurt  or  injured  by  them.     He  found  means 
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however  to  communicate  his  opinions  to  fuch,  as  were  able 
to  receive  them.  He  read  lectures  to  Italians,  who  wandered 
up  and  down  in  Germany  and  Poland.  He  fent  writings  to 
his  relations,  who  lived  at  Siena.  He  took  a  journey  into 
Poland  about  the  year  1558  ;  and  obtained  from  the  king  fome 
letters  of  recommendation  to  the  doge  of  Venice  and  the  duke 
of  Florence,  that  he  might  be  fafe  at  Venice,  while  his  affairs 
required  him  to  ftay  there.  He  returned  to  Swiflerland,  and 
died  at  Zurich  in  May  1562,  in  the  thirty  feventh  year  of  his 
age.  He  muft  have  been  a  man  of  prodigious  abilities,  to 
travel  ever  fo  many  countries,  to  converfe  and  to  correfpond 
with  (o  many  learned  men  ;  yet  in  the  mean  time  to  attain  a 
maftery  over  many  languages,  and  a  deep  knowledge  in  the 
moft  myderious  fciences,  within  the  period  of  fo  fhort  a 
life. 

See  the  life  of  Fauftus  Socinus,  prefixed  to  the  firft  volume 
of  the  Bibliotheca  Patrum  Polonorum^  and  alfo  Bayle's  Diet. 
Art.  Socinus  Marianus  (B  ) 

SOCINUS   (  Faustus  )  nephew  of  Laellus  Socinus, 
and  head  of  rhe  fe61,  which  goes  by  his  name,  was  born   at 
Siena  in  December  1539.     He  is  fuppofed  to  have  ftudied  but 
little  in  his  youth,  and  to  have  acquired  a  tincSture   only  of 
claffical  learning  and  the  civil  law.     He  was  a  little  more  than 
twenty  years  of  age,  when  his  uncle  died  at  Zurich  :  and    the 
news  of  his  death  no  fooner  reached  Lyons,  virhere   Fauftus 
then  was,  than  he  immediately  fet  out  to  take  poffefTion  of  all 
his  papers.     For  Laelius  had  conceived  vaft  hopes  of  his  ne- 
phew, whom  he  had  taken  care  to  infe6t  very  ftrongly  with  his 
opinions  ;  and  ufed  to  fay  to  his  friends,  that  what  he  had  in- 
culcated but  faintly  and  obfcurely,  as  it  were,  would  be  fet 
off  to  the  world  in  a  more  ftrong  and  perfpicuous  manner  by 
Fauftus.     Socinus,  however,  did  not  begin  to  propagate  his 
uncle's  principles,  immediately  upon  his  return  to  Ita^y  from 
Zurich,  but  fufFered  himfelf  to  be  feduced,  by  large  piomifes 
of  favor  and  honorable  employments  already  beftowed  upon 
him,  to  the  court  of  Francis  de  Medicis,  great  duke  of  Tuf- 
cany.     Here  he  fpent  the  twelve  next  years  of  his   life,   and 
had   almoft  forgot   the  great  and  important  charge,   which 

VoL.X.  Dd  was 


402 


S  O  C  I  N  U  S. 

was  depofited  in  his  hands.  This  gave  his  enemies  after- 
wards a  handle  to  infult  him,  which  they  did  by  faying,  that 
*'  he  was  indeed  a  very  fine  perfon  to  ere(3:  himfelf  into  a  re- 
"  former,  and  to  fet  up  for  the  author  of  new  opinions  ;  he  ! 
*'  who,  by  his  own  confeflion  had  fcarcely  attained  a  fmatter- 
"  ihg  of  philofophy  and  logic  in  his  youth,  and  knew  nothing 
*'  at  all  of  fcholaftic  theology,  and  who  had  fpent  the  beft  and 
*'  moft  vigorous  part  of  his  manhood  amidft  the  luxury  and 
"  diflipations  of  a  court."  His  friends  and  followers,  how- 
*'  ever,  drew  different  confequences  from  ail  thefe  circum- 
*'  fiances,  and  endeavoured  to  turn  thern  to  the  advantage  of 
'*  Socinus  :  alledging,  that  "  upon  all  thefe  accounts  he  was 
"  the  better  qualified  for  the  tafk  he  had  undertaken  ;  that  by 
*'  being  ignorant  of  fcholaftic  theology,  his  mind  was  not 
"  biaffed  by  prejudices  and  prepofleflions ;  that  by  living  fo 
"  many  ye^rs  upon  the  public  ftage  of  life,  his  judgment  of 
"  things  Was  formed  upon  the  certainty  of  experience ;  and 
*'  that  therefore  being,  upon  the  whole,  uninfected  with  the 
"  falfe  and  airy  doclrines  of  the  fchools,  which  generally  mif- 
"  lead  in  fome  meafure  the  greateft  genius's,  he  came  a  more 
*'  impartial  examiner  into  the  true  meaning  of  the  fcriptures, 
**  and  on  that  account  fucceeded  fo  Well  in  attaining  it.'* 
There  is  certainly  great  plaufibility  and  fome  truth  in  this ; 
we  do  not  think  however,  that  any  thing  can  be  drawn  from 
hence  in  favor  of  Socinus. 

In  the  year  1574,  he  left  the  court  of  Florence,  and  went 
into  Germany  ;  from  whence  he  could  never  be  prevailed 
with  to  return,  though  frequently  importun'd  by  letters  and 
meffengers  from  the  great  duke  himfelf.  He  ftudied  divinity 
at  Bafil  for  three  years  ;  and  began  now  to  propagate  his  un- 
cle's principles,  with  great  improvements  and  enlargements 
of  his  own.  About  that  time  there  happened  great  difturbari- 
ces  in  the  churches  of  Tranfylvania,  which  were  occafioned 
by  the  doctrine  of  Francis  David,  about  the  honours  and  the 
power  of  the  fon  of  God.  Blandrata,  a  man  of  g^eat  autho- 
rity in  thofe  churches -and  at  court,  fent  for  Socinus  from  Ba- 
fil,  as  taking  him  to  be  a  man  very  well  qualified  to  pacify 
thofe  troubles.  He  was  lodo-ed  in  the  fame  houfe  with  Fran- 
cis  David,  that  he  might  have  better  opportunities  of  drawing 
him  from  his  errors.     Francis  David  would  not  be  convinced, 

but 
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but  remained  obftinate  and  determined  to  propagate  his  errors; 

upon  which  he  was  caft  into  prifon  by  order  of  the  prince, 

where  he  died  foon  after.     This  left  an  imputation  upon  So- 

cinus,  as  if  he  had  been  the  contriver  of  his  imprifonment,  and 

the  oceafion  of  his  death  :  which,  Ciys  Le  Clerc,  if  it  be  true, 

(though  it  has   conftantly  been  dfjnied)  fhould  moderate  the 

indignation  of  his  followers  againft  Calvin  for  caufing  Serve- 

tus  to  be  burnt,  when  nothing  can  be  faid  againft  that  refor-   ^'xxi^pj* 

mer,    which  will   not  bear   as   hard  upon    their   own   pa-    ^s* 

triarch. 

In  the  year  1579,  Socinus  retired  into  Poland,  ^nd  defired 
to  be  admitted  into  the  communion  of  the  Unitarians  ;    but 
was  refufed  on  account  of  fome  differences  between  him   and 
them.     Afterwards  he  wrote  a  book  againft  James  Palaeolo- 
gus  ;  from  which  his  enemies  took  a  pretence  of  accufmg  him 
to  Stephen,  then  king  of  Poland.     They  faid,  that  it  was  un-* 
worthy  of  his  majefty,  to  fuffer  the  impudence  of  a  little  iti- 
nerant vagabond  Italian,   who  had  endeavored  to  ftir  up  fedi- 
tion  amongft  his  fubjeds,  to  go  unpuniflied.     Yet  there   was 
nothing  feditious  in  this  book,  utilefs  it  be  feditious  to  condemn 
thofe  fubjc£ts,  who  take  up  arms  againft  their  prince ;  for  this 
the  Socinians  have  always  held  to  be  unlawful  ;  and  the  rea- 
fon  Mr.  Bayle  gives  for  it  is,  that  they  have  never  had  oceafion 
to  juftify  their  fed  upon  that  head.     "  It  has  ftill,  fays  he,  its 
*«  virginity  in  that  refpedt,  and  is  not  Hke  many  others,  which 
"  might  fay  as  the  Curtezan  in  Petronius,  nunqiiam  memini  me 
*'  virginemfuijfe^  ^c."     In  the  meantime  Socinus  thought  it 
prudent  to  leave  Cracow,  after  he  had  been  there  four  years  ; 
and  to  take  fan6luary  in  the  houfe  of  a  Polifh  lord,  with  whom 
he  lived  fome  years,  and  married  his  daughter  by  his  own  cou- 
fent.     In  this  retreat  he  wrote  many  books,  which  raifed  in- 
numerable enemies  againft  him.     He  loft  his  wife  in  1587, 
at  which  he  was  inconfolable  for  many  months  ;  and  to  com- 
pleat  his  miferies,  he  was  about  that  time  deprived,  by  the 
death  of  his  friend  the  duke  of  Tufcany,  of  a   noble  penfion 
which  had  been  fettled  on  him  by  the  generofity  of  that  prince. 
In  1598,  he  received  great  infults  and  perfecutions  on  account 
of  his  doctrines.     The  fcholars  of  Cracow,  to  which   he  was 
again  returned,  having  ftirred  up  the  dregs  of  the  people,  they 
entered  Socinus's  houfe ;  they  dragged  him  half  naked  out  of 
D  d  2  his 
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his  chamber,  though  he  was  fick  ;  thev  carried  him  along  the 
ftreets  j  they  cried  out,  that  he  (hould  be  hanged  ;  they  beat 
him,  and  it  was  with  extreme  difficulty,  that  a  profeffor  got 
him  out  of  the  hands  of  this  rabble.  His  houfe  was  plun- 
dered J  he  loft  his  goods  ;  but  he  particularly  lamented  the  lofs 
of  fome  manufcripts,  which  he  would  have  redeemed  at  the 
price  of  his  blood.  To  avoid  thefe  dangers  for  the  future,  he 
retired  to  the  houfe  of  a  Polifh  gentleman,  at  a  village  about 
nine  miles  diftant  from  Cracow  ;  where  he  fpent  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  and  died  in  March  1604,  aged  65  years. 

See  the  Life  of  Socinus  prefixed  to  the  Fraires  Poloniy  and 
Bayle's  Dia  Artie.   SOCINUS. 

His  fe6l,  however,    was  fo  far  from  dying  with  him,  that  it 
very  much  increafed  ;  and  would  in  all  probability  have  increa- 
fed  much  more,  if  it  had  not  in  every  country  been  retrained 
by  the  authority  of  themagiftrate,  who  has  never,  as  we  know 
of,  yet  confented  to  tolerate  it.      Some  of  the  chief  peculiari- 
ties of  this  feet  are  thefe  that  follow.     "  They  maintain  that 
"  Jefus  Chrift  was  nothing  but  a  mere  man,  who  had  no  ex- 
*'  ii^ence  before  the  Virgin  Mary  ;    that  the  Holy  Spirit  was 
"  no  diftinct  perfon  ;  but  that  the  Father  alone  was  truly  and 
"  properly  God.     They  own,  that  the  name  of  God  is  given 
"  in  Holy  Scripture  to  Jefus  Chrift  ;    but   contend  that  it  is 
*'  only  a  deputed  title,  which  invefts  him,  however,  with  an 
*'  abfolute  fovereignty  over  all  created   beings,  and  renders 
"  him  an  object  of  worftiip  to  men   and  angels.     They  de- 
"  ftroy  the  fatisfaclion  of  Jefus  Chrift,  by  explaining  away 
"  thedodlrine  of  the  redemption  ;  and  by  refolving  it  into  no- 
"  thing  more  than  this,  that  he  preached  the  truth  to  mankind, 
"  fet  before  them  in  himfelfan  example  of  heroic  virtue,  and 
"  fealed  his  do6lrines  by  his  blood.     Original  fin,  grace,  abfo- 
"  lute  predeftination,  pafs  with  them  for  fcholaftic  chimera's  ; 
''  and  the  facraments  for  nothing  more  than  fimple  ceremo- 
"  nies,  unaccompanied  with  any  inward  operations.     They 
"  maintain  likewife  the  fieep  of  the  foul ;   that  the  foul    dies 
"  with  the  body,  and  is  raifed  again  with  the  body  ;  but  with 
"  this  difference  between   good    and  bad  men,  viz.   that  the 
*'  former  are  eftablifhed  in  the  pofleilion  of  eternal  felicity, 
"while   the  latter  are  configned  to  a  fire,  which  will  not 

"  torment 
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'«  torment  them  eternally,  but  confume  both  their  fouls  and 
'*  bodies,  after  a  certain  duraiion  proportioned  to  their  de- 
^'  merits.'* 
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SOCRATES,  the  greateft  of  the  ancient philofophers, "  the 
*«  very  founder  of  philofophy  itfelf,"  as  the  earl  of  Shaftefbury 
calls  him,  was  born  at  Alopece,  a  fmall  village  of  Attica,   in 
the  4th  year  of  the  77th  olympiad,  or  about  467  years  before 
Chrift.     His  parents  were  very  mean  :   Sophronifcus  his  fa- 
ther being  a  ftatuary  or  carver  of  images  in  ftone,  and  Phcena- 
reta  his  mother  a  midwife  ;  who  yet  is  fj  reprefented  by  Plato, 
as  fliews  that  fhe  was  a  woman  of  a  bold,  generous,  and  quick 
fpirit.    However  he  is  obferved  to  have  been  fo  far  from  being 
afliamed  of  thefe  parents,  that  he  often  took  occafion  to  men- 
tion them.     Plutarch  fays,  that  as  foon  as  he  was  born,  So- 
phronifcus his  father  confulting  the  oracle,  was  advifed  to  fuf- 
fer  his  fon  to  do  what  he  pleafed,   never  compelling  him  to 
what  he  difliked,  or  diverting  him  from  what  he  was  inclined 
to  ;  in  fliort,  to  be  no  ways   follicitous  about   him,   fince  he 
had  one  guide  of  his  life  within  him,  meaning  his  genius,  who 
was  better  than  five  hundred  mafters.     But  Sophronifcus  re- 
gardlefs  of  the  oracle's  direftion,  put  him  to  his  own  trade  of 
carving  ftatues  ;  wnich,  though  contrary  to  the  inclination  of 
Socrates,  yet  afterwards  ftood  him  in  good   ftead  :  for  his  fa- 
ther dying,  and  his  money  and  efFeds  loft  by  being  placed   in 
bad  hands,  he  was  upon  that  neceflitated  to  continue  his  trade 
for  ordinary  fubfiftance.     But  being  naturally  averfe  to  this 
profellion,  he  only  followed  it,,  when  neceffity  compelled  him  ; 
and  upon  getting  a  little  before-hand,  would  for  awhile  lay  it 
entirely  afide.     Thefe  intermi 'lions  of  his  trade  were  be  flowed 
upon  philofophy,  to  which  he  was  naturally  addi6led  ;  and  this 
being  obferved  by  Crito,   a  rich  philofopher  of  Athens,  So- 
crates was  at  length  taken  from  his  fhop,  and  put  into  a  con- 
dition of  philofophifing  at  his  eafe  and  leifure. 

The  firft  mafter  of  Socrates  was  Anaxagoras,  and  then  Ar- 
chelaus :  by  which  laft  he  was  much  beloved,  and  travelled 
with  to  Samos,  to  Pytho,  and  to  the  Ifthmus.  He  was  fcho- 
lar  likewife  of  Damon,  whom  Plato  calls  a  moft  pleafing 
teacherof  mufic,  and  of  all  other  things  that  he  himfelf  would 
teach  to  young  men.     He  heard  alfo  Prodicus  the  fophift  ;  to, 
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which  muft  be  added  Diotyma  and  Afpafia,  women  exc^lJent- 
ly  learned.  Diotyma  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  infi^ired  with 
a  rpirit  of  prophely  ;  and  by  her  he  affirmed,  that  he  was  in- 
ftru6led  in  the  myftery  of  love,  and  how  from  corporeal  beauty 
to  find  out  that  of  the  foul,  of  the  angelical  mind,  of  God  : 
and  Afpafia  taught  him  rhetoric.  Of  Euenus  he  learned  poe- 
try, of  Ichomachus  hufbandry,  of  Theodorus  geometry.  A- 
rifligoras,  a  Melian,  is  named  likewlfe  as  his  mafter.  Laft  in 
the  catalogue  is  Connus,  nobilifCmus  fidicen,  as  Cicero  terms 
him ;  which  art  Socrates  learned  in  his  old  age,  and  occafioncd 
the  boys  to  laugh  at  Connus,  calling  him  the  old  man's 
mafter. 

That  Socrates  had  himfelf  a  proper  fchool,  which   fomc 
have  denied,  may  be  proved  from  Ariftophanes  ;  who  derides 
fome  particulars  in  it,  and  calls  it  his   phrontifterium.     Plato 
mentions  the  academy  Lycaeurn,  and  a  pleafant  meadow  with- 
out the  city  on  the  fide  of  the  river  Iliflus,  as  places  frequented 
by  him  and  his  auditors.      Xenophon  affirms,   that  he  was 
continually  abroad ;  that  in  the  morning  he  vifited  the  places 
of  pubhc  walking  and  exer.cife ;  wheo  it  was  full,  the  Forum  ; 
and  that  the  reft  of  the  day  he  fought  out  the  moft  populous 
meetings,  where  he  difputed  openly  for  every  one  to  hear  that 
would  :  and  Plaiarchrelates,  that  he  did  not  only  teach,  when 
the  benches  were  prepared,  and  himfelf  in  the  chair,  or  in  fet 
hours  of  reading  and  difcourfe,  or  at  appointments  in  walking 
with  his  friends  ;  but  iev:eB  when  he  played,  or  eat,  or  drank, 
"or  was  in  the  camp  or  market,   or  finally  when  he  was  in  pri- 
fon  :  thus  making  every  place  a  fchool  of  virtue.     His  man- 
ner of  teaching  was  agreable  to  the  opinion,   he  held  of  the 
foul's  exiftence  previous  to  her  conjundtion  with  the  body. 
He  fuppofed  the  foul,  in  her  firft  feparate  condition,  to  be  en- 
dued with  perfe(3:  knowledge  ;  but  by  immerfion  into  matter, 
that  {he  became  ftupified  and  in  a  manner  loft,  until  awaken- 
ed by  difcourfe  from  fenfible  objeds,  by  which  fhe   gradually 
recovers  this  innate  knowledge.     His  method  of  roufing  the 
foul,  and  enabling  her  to  recolIe£l:  her  own  original  ideas,  was 
two- fold  ;  by  Irony,   and  Inclusion.     He  is  faid  to  have  ex- 
ceeded all  men  living,  in  Irony.     His  way  was,   to  lefien  and 
detradt  from  himfelf  in  difputation,  and  to  attribute  fomewhat 
more  to  thofe  he  meant  to  confute  j  fo  that  he  always  diffem^ 
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bled  with  much  gravity  his  own  opinions,  till  he  had  led  others, 
by  a  feries  of  queftions,  called  Indu^ion,  to  the  point  he  aiqi- 
ed  at :  and  from  his  talent  in  this  pleafant  way  of  inftru(5ling 
others,  he  obtained  univerfally  the  name  of  sjfc.^,  or  the  Attic 
Droll     Not  that  he  would  ever  own  himfelf  to  know,  much   Quintli.  in- 
lefs  pretend  to  teach  any  thing  to  others  :  no :  he  ufed  to  fay   f  f^^^j^  "*^ 
that  his  fkill  refenibled  that  of  his  mother,    "  be  being  nothing   c.  2. 
*'  more  than  a  kind  of  midwife^  who  affijied  others   in  bringing 
^^  forth ^  what  they  had  within  thcmfelves.'* 

However,  as   ignorant  as  he  affeded  to  reprefent  himfelf, 
he  was,  as  Xenophon  reprefents  him,  excellent  in  all  kinds  o^ 
learning.     Xenophon  inftances  only  in  arithmetic,  geometry, 
and  aftrology  ;   Plato  mentions  natural  philofophy  ;  Idomer 
neus,  rhetoric  ;   Laertius,  medicine.     Cicero  affirms,  that  by   DeOrat. 
the  teftimony  of  all   the   learned,  and   the  judgment  of  all    Std.iS. 
Greece,  he  was,  as  well  in  wifdom,  acutencfs,  politenefs,  and 
fubtilty,  as  in  eloquence,  variety,  and  richnefs  in  whatever  he 
applied  himfelf  to,  without  exception,  the  prince  of  all  :  and  the 
noble  author  among  the  moderns,  quoted  above,  who  admired 
him  in  his  reprefentative  Plato,  as  much  as  Cicero  himfelf, 
calls  him  the  '«  Philofophic  Patriarch,  and  the  divineft  man, 
"  who  had  ever  appeared  in  the  heathen  world."     As   to  his 
philofophy,  it  may  be  neceflary  to  obferwe,  that  having  fearchr   teriftksjv^i 
ed  into  all  kinds  of  fcience,   he  noted   thefe  inconvenlencics    -54»  ^  3^ 
and  imperfe<51:ions  ;  firft,  that  it  was  wrong   to  neglect   thofe 
things  which  concern  human  life,  for  the  fake  of  inquiring 
into  thofe  things   which  do  not ;   fecondly,   that   the  things, 
men  have  ufually  made  the  objects  of  their  inquiries,   are  a- 
hove  the  reach  of  human  underftanding,  and  the  fgurce  of  all 
the  difputes,   errors,   and  fuperftltions,  which  have  prevailed 
in  the  world  ;  and  thirdly,  that  fuch  divine  myfteries  cannot 
be  made  fubfervjent  to  the  ufes  of  human  life.     Thus  efteem- 
ing  fpeculative  knowledge,  fo  far  only  as  it  conduces  to  prac- 
tice, he  cut  off  in  all  the  fclences  what  he  conceived  to  be  of 
leaft  ufe.     In  fhort,  remarking  how  little  advantage  fpecula- 
tion  brought  ko  mankind,  he  reduced  her  to  action  :  and  thus, 
fays  Cicero,    "  firft  called  philofophy  away  from  things,  in-    Academ. 
*'  volved  by  nature  in   impenetrable  fecrefy,  which  yet  had   Quaeft. 
^'  employed  all  the  philofophers  till  his  time,  and  brought  her  ^^^'  *' 
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''  to  common  life,  to. enquire  after  virtue  and  vice,  good  and 
«  evil.'* 

Man  therefore,  who  was  the  fole  fubje6l  of  his  philofophy, 
having  a  two-fold  relation  to  things  divine  and  human,  his 
dodrines  were  with  regard  to  the  former  metaphyfical,  to  the 
latter  moral.  The  morality  of  Socrates  we  (hall  pafs  over,  as 
refemblingin  its  general  branches  what  others  taught  in  com- 
mon with  him,  yet  more  pure,  more  exa6t,  more  refined  :  but 
his  metaphyfics  are  fo  fublime,  and  fo  much  fuperior  to  what 
any  other  philofopher  ever  drew  from  the  light  of  nature,  that 
we  hold  it  necefl'ary  to  be  a  little  explicit  about  them. 
His  metaphyfical  opinions  are  thus  collected  and  abridged  out 
of  Plato,  Xenophon,  Plutarch,  and  others.  "  Philofophy  is 
*'  the  way  to  true  happinefs  ;  the  offices  whereof  are  two,  to 
"  contemolate  God,  and  to  abftra6l  the  foul  from  corporeal 
*'  fenfe. — There  are  three  principles  of  all  things,  God,  mat- 
''  ter,  and  ideas  :  God  is  the  univerfal  intellect ;  matter  the 
"  fubjecl  of  generation  and  corruption  ;  idea,  an  incorporeal 
*'  fubftance,  the  intellect  of  God  ;  God  the  intelle6t  of  the 
*'  world. — God  is  one,  perfect  in  himfelf,  giving  the  being 
"  and  well-being  of  every  creature  :  what  he  is  I  know  not  ; 
"  what  he  is  not,  I  know. — That  God,  not  chance  made  the 
''  world  and  all  creatures,  is  demonftrable  from  the  reafonable 
*<  difpofition  of  their  parts,  as  well  for  ufe  as  defence  ;  from 
*'  their  care  to  preferve  themfelves,  and  continue  their  fpecies. 
*«  — That  he  particularly  regards  man  in  his  body,  appears 
''  from  the  noble  upright  form  thereof,  and  from  the  gift  of 
•'  fpeech  ;  in  his  foul,  from  the  excellency  thereof  above  o- 
"  thers.  —  That  God  takes  care  of  all  creatures,  is  demon- 
*'  Arable  from  the  benefit  he  gives  them  of  light,  water,  fire, 
*'  and  fruits  of  the  earth  in  due  feafon  :  that  he  hath  a  parti- 
*«  cular  regard  of  man,  from  the  defllnation  of  all  plants  and 
*'  creatures  for  his  fervice  ;  from  their  fubje6tion  to  man,  tho* 
*'  they  exceeded  him  ever  fo  much  in  ftrength  ;  from  the  va- 
*'  riety  of  man's  fen(e,  accommodated  to  the  variety  of  objects, 
*'  for  neceflity,  ufe,  and  pleafure  ;  from  reafon,  whereby  he 
**  difcourfeth  through  reminifcence  from  fenfible  objects :  fVom 
*♦•  fpeech  whereby  he  communicates  all  he  knows,  gives  laws, 
*'  and  governs  ftates  :  finally,  that  God,  though  invifible  him- 
*'  felf,  is  fuch  and  fo  great,  that  he  at  once  fees  all,  hears  all. 
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'**  is  evefsy  where,  and  orders  all."  As  to  the  other  great  ob- 
jedl  of  mctaphyfical  refearch,  the  foul,  Socrates  taught,  that 
"  it  is  pre-exiftent  to  the  body,  endued  with  knowledge  of  e- 
'<  ternal  ideas,  which  in  her  union  to  the  body  (he  lofeth,  as 
*<  ftupefied,  until  awakened  by  difcourfe  from  fenfible  obje£ts  ;  * 

*'  on  which  account  all  her  learning  is  only  reminifcence,  a 
*'  recovery  of  her  firfl:  knowledge  :  that  the  body  being  com- 
"  pounded  is  diflTolved  by  death  ;  but  that  the  foul  being  fimple 
«  paflTeth  into  another  life,  incapable  qf  corruption :  that 
"  the  fouls  of  men  are  divine :  that  the  fouls  of  the 
*'  good  after  death  are  in  a  happy  eftate,  united  to  God 
''  in  a  blefled  inacceflible  place  ;  that  the  bad  in  conve- 
*'  nient  places  fuffer  condign  punifliment :  but  that  to  de- 
"  fine  what  thofe  places  are,  is  the  attempt  of  a  man  who  hath 
"  no  underftanding:  whence  being  once  afked  what  things 
"  were  in  the  other  world,  he  anfwered,  neither  was  I  ever 
"  there^  nor  ever  did  I  /peak  with  any  that  came  from 
«'  thence:' 

That  Socrates  had  an  attendant  fpirit,  genius,   or  daemon, 
which  diverted  from  dangers,  is  teftified  by  Plato,  Xenophon, 
and  Antifthenes,  who  were  his  contemporaries,  and  confirmed 
by  innumerable  authors  of  antiquity ;   but  what  this  atten- 
dant fpirit,  genius  or  daemon  was,  or  what  we  are  to  under- 
ftand  by  it,  neither'ancient  nor  modern  writers  have  been  able 
to  determine.     There  is  feme  difagreement  concerning  the 
name,  and  more  concerning  the  nature  of  it  :  only  it  is  agreed, 
that  the  advice  it  gave  him  was  always  difluafive  ;  "  never  im-  ^^  Dlvinat. 
''  pelling,   fays  Cicero,   but  often  retraining  him."      It  is      ^  '  *  54* 
commonly   named   his  Daemon,  by  which   title   he  himfelf 
owned  it.     Plato  fometimes  calls  it  his  guardian,   and  Apu- 
leius  his  God  j  becaufe  the  name  of  daemon,   as  St.  Auftin   DeiVIlL 
tells  us,  atlaft  grew  odious.     As  for  the  fign  or  manner,   in    ^S- 
which  this  daemon  or  genius  foretold,    and    by    foretelling 
guarded  him  againft,  evils  to  come,   nothing  certain    can   be 
colle(5led  about  it.  Some  affirm,  that  it  was  by  fneezing,  either 
in  himfelf  or  others :   but  Plutarch  rejects  this  opinion,  and   ^'^"''^ 
conjectured,  firft,  that  it  might  be  fome  apparition  ;  but  at  laft 
concludes,  that  it  was  his  obfervation  of  fome  inarticulate  un- 
accuftomed  found  or  voice,  conveyed  to  him  by  fome  extra- 
ordinary way,  as  wc  fee  in  dreams.     Others  confine  this  fore- 
knowledge 
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knowledge  of  evils,  within  the  foul  of  Socrates  himfelf;  and 
when  hefaid  that  "  his  genius  advifed  him,"  interpret  hini  as 
if  he  had  faid,  that  "  his  rhind  foreboded  and  fo  inclined  him." 
But  this  is  inconfiftent  with  the  defcription,  which  Socrates 
himfelf  gives  of  a  voice  and  figns  from  without.  Laftly,  fome 
conceive  it  to  be  one  of  thofe  fpirits,  that  have  a  particular 
care  of  men  ;  which  Maximus  Tyrius  and  Apuleius  defcribe 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  want  only  the  name  of  a  good 
angel  :  and  this  La61:antius  has  fupplied,  when  having  proved, 
that  God  fends  angels  to  guard  mankind,  he  adds  ;  "  and  So- 
"  crates  affirmed,  that  there  was  a  daemon  conftantly  near 
''  him,  which  had  kept  him  company  from  a  child,  and  by 
*'  whofe  beck  and  inftrudtion  he  guided  his  life." 

It  is  obferved  by  many,  that  Socrates  little  affedled  travel ; 
his  life  being  wholly  fpent  at  home,  excepting  when  he  went 
out  upon  military  fervices.  In  the  Peloponnefian  war,  he  was 
thrice  perfonally  engaged  :  firft,  at  the  fiege  of  Potidaea  ;  fe- 
condly,  at  Delium,  a  town  in  Baeotia,  which  the  Athenians 
took  -y  and,  thirdly,  at  Amphipolis,  when  it  was  taken  by  Bra- 
fidas,  the  Lacedemonian  general.  We  are  told  in  Plutarch's 
Sympofium,  and  in  the  perfon  of  Alcibiades,  that  *'  he  out- 
"  went  all  the  foldiers  in  hardinefs :  and  if  at  any  time,  faith 
*'  Alcibiades,  as  it  often  happens  in  war,  the  provifions  failed, 
*'  there  were  none  who  could  bear  the  want  of  meat  and  drink 
**  like  Socrates;  yet  on  the  other  hand,  in  times  of  feafting, 
*'  he  alone  feemed  to  enjoy  them  :  and  though  of  himfelf  he 
<«  would  not  drink,  yet  being  invited  he  far  out-drank  every 
*'  body,  and  (which  is  moft  ftrange)  was  never  (een  drunk." 
• — He  forbore  to  accept  any  office  in  the  commonwealth,  ex- 
cept in  his  latter  years  that  of  fenator :  either,  as  ^lian  faith, 
becaufe  he  faw  the  Athenia,n  government  approaching  to  a 
tyranny  ;  or,  as  himfelf  profefleth,  becaufe  he  was  diffiiaded 
by  his  daemon  from  meddling  in  public  affairs.  He  was 
indeed  of  too  honeft  a  nature,  to  comply  with  the  injurious  and 
opprcffive  proceedings  of  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  to  oppofe 
them  was  dangerous,  as  he  afterwards  found. 

In  the  days  of  our  philofopher,  the  Sophifts  were  the  great 
and  leading  men  ;  the  mafters  of  languages,  as  Cicero  calls 
them  ;  who  arrogantly  pretended  to  teaqh  every  thing,  an^ 
perfuaded  the  youth  to  forfake  all  others,  and  to  refort  only 
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to  them.  With  thefe  Socrates  was  in  a  ftate  of  perpejtual 
warfare  :  he  attacked  then)  conftantly  with  hi$  ufual  interro- 
gatories ;  and  by  hi-s  (kill  .and  fubtilty  in  difputation,  expofe4 
their  fophiftry,  and  refuted  their  principles.  He  took  all  op- 
portunities of  proving,  that  they  Ijad  gained  a  njuch  ^reatef 
portion  of  efteem,  than  they  had  a  right  to  ;  jthat  .t))ey  werg 
only  vain  affec^ers  of  words ;  that  they  had  no  knowledge  of 
the  things,  they  profeffed  to  teach  ^  and  tha-t,  inftead  of 
taking  money  of  others  for  teaching,  they  fhould  themfelves 
give  money  to  be  taught.  The  Athenians  were  pkafed  to 
fee  the  Sophifts  thus  rebuked  ;  were  brought  at  length  to  de- 
ride them,  and  at  the  inftigation  of  Socrates  withdrew  thejf 
children  from  them,  and  excited  them  to  the  ftudy  of  folid 
virtue  under  better  raafters. 

The  altercations  that  Socrates  had  with  the  Sophifts,  were 
not  attended  with  any  ill,  but  rather  with  good  effefls,  to 
him;  for  they  gained  him  refpeft,  and  made  him  popular 
with  the  Athenians :  but  he  had  a  private  quarrel  with  one 
Anytus,  which  after  many  years  co^tiavi^nce  wgs  the  pcca- 
fion  of  his  death.  Anytus  was  an  orator  by  profeflion,  who 
was  privately  maintained  and  enriched  by  leather-fellers.  He 
had  placed  two  of  his  fo/is  under  Socrates  to  be  taught;  but 
becaufe  they  had  not  acquired  fuch  knowledge  from  him,  as 
enabled  them  to  get  their  living  by  pleading,  he  took  them 
away,  and  put  them  to  the  trade  gf  leather-fejling.  Socra- 
tes, difpleafed  with  this  illiberal  .treatment  of  the  young  njen, 
whofe  ruin  he  prefaged  at  the  fame  time,  reproached  and  in- 
deed expofed  Anytus  in  his  difcourfes  to  his  fcholars.  Anytus 
was  grievoufly  vexed  and  hurt  by  this,  and  ftudied  all  occa- 
fions  and  ways  of  revenge  :  but  feared  the  Athenians,  who 
highly  reverenced  Socrates,  as  well  on  account  of  his  great 
wifdom  and  virtue,  as  for  the  particular  oppofition  which  he 
had  made  to  thofe  vain  bablers  the  Sophifts.  He  advifed 
with  Melitus,  a  young  orator  ;  from  whofe  counfel  he  be- 
gan, by  making  trial  in  fmaller  things,  to  found  how  the 
Athenians  would  entertain  a  chari^e  againft  his  life.  He  fub- 
orned  the  famous  comic  poet  Ariftophanes,  to  ridicule  and 
mifreprefent  him  and  his  dodrincs  upon  the  ftage ;  which 
he  accordingly  did  in  his  comedy,  called  "  The  Clouds." 
Socrates,  who  feldom  went  to  the  theatre,  except  when  Eu- 
ripides, whom  he  admired,  contefted  with  any  new  trage- 
dian. 
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dian,  yet  was  prefent  at  the  ading  of  «'  The  Clouds  ;"  and 
flood  up  all  the  while,  in  the  moft  conrpicuous  part  of  the 
theatre.  One  that  was  prefent  afked  him,  if  he  Was  not 
vexed  at  feeing  himfelf  brought  upon  the  ftage  ?  "  Not  at 
*'  all,  anfwered  he  :  methinks,  I  am  at  a  feaft,  where  every 
*'  one  enjoys  me/' 

Many  years  paiTed  from  the  firft  falling  out  between  So- 
crates and  Anytus,  during  which  one  continued  openly  re- 
proving, the  other  fecretly  undermining  ;  till  at  length  Any- 
tus, obferving  a  fit  conjuncture,  procured  Melitus  to  prefer 
a'  bill  againft  him  to  the  fenate  in  thefe  terms.     "  Melitus 
"  fon  of  Melitus,  a  Pythean,  accufeth  Socrates  fon  of  So- 
*'  phronifcus,  an  Alopecian.     Socrates  violates  the  law,  not 
*'  believing  the  deities  which  this  city  believeth,  but  intro- 
*'  ducing  other  new  gods.     He  violates  the  law  likewife  in 
"  corrupting  youth  :  the  punifhment  death.'*     This  bill  be- 
ing preferred  upon  oath,  Crito  became  bound  to  the  judges 
for  his  appearance  at  the  day  of  trial ;   till  which,  Socrates 
employed  himfelf  in  his  ufual  philofophical  exercifes,  taking 
no  care  to  provide  any  defence.     The  day  being  come,  Any- 
tus, Lyco,  and   Melitus   accufed  him  :    Socrates  made   his 
own  defence,   without  procuring  an  advocate,  as  the  cuftom 
was,  to  plead  for  him.     He  did  not  defend  himfelf  with  the 
tone  and  language  of  a  fuppliant  or  guilty  perfon,  but,  as  if  he 
were  mafter  of  the  judges  themfelves,  with  freedom,  firmnefs, 
and  fome  degree  of  contumacy.     Many  of  his  friends  fpoke 
alfo  in  his  behalf;   and  laftly,  Plato  went  up  into  the  chair, 
and  began  a  fpeech  in  thefe  words,  "   Though  I,  Atheni- 
*'  ans,   am   the  youngeft  of  thofe,  that  come   up  into  this 

*'  place" but  they  flopped  him,   crying  out,   "  of  thofe 

"  that  go  down,"  which  he  was  thereupon  conftrained  to 
do  :  and  then  proceeding  to  vote,  they  caft  Socrates  by  two 
hundred  and  eighty-one  voices.  It  was  the  cuftom  of  Athens, 
as  Cicero  informs  us,  when  any  one  was  caft,  if  the  fault 
were  not  capital,  to  impofe  a  pecuniary  mul6t ;  when  the 
guilty  perfon  was  afked  the  higheft  rate,  at  which  he  efti- 
mated  his  offence.  This  was  propofed  to  Socrates,  who 
told  the  judges,  that  to  pay  a  penalty  was  to  own  an  offence ; 
and  that,  inflead  of  being  condemned,  for  what  he  ftood 
accufed,  he  deferved  to  be  maintained  at  the  public  charge 
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out  of  the  Prytanaeum.  This  was  the  greateft  honour,  the 
Grecians  could  confer  :  and  the  anfwer  fo  exafperated  the 
judges,  that  they  condemned  him  to  death  by  eighty  votes 
more. 

The  fentence  being  pafTed,  he  was  fent  to  prifon  :  which, 
fays  Seneca,  he  entered  with  the  famerefolution  and  firmnefs,  Confolat. 
with  which  he  had  oppofed  the  thirty  tyrants  ;  and  took  away  J^^^«lviam, 
all  ignominy  from  the  place,  which,  adds  Seneca,  could  not 
be  a  prifon,  while  he  was  ^here.  He  lay  here  in  fetters  thir- 
ty days  :  and  was  conftantly  vifited  by  Crito,  Plato,  and 
other  friends,  with  whom  he  pafled  the  time  in  difpute  after 
his  ufual  manner.  He  was  often  foilicited  by  them  to  an  cf- 
cape,  which  he  not  only  refufed,  but  derided  ;  alking,  "  If 
*'  they  knew  any  place  out  of  Attica,  whither  death  would 
"  not  come  ?"  The  manner  of  his  death  is  related  by  Plato, 
who  was  an  eye-witnefs  of  it ;  and,  as  there  is  not  perhaps 
a  more  affecting  picture  to  be  found  in  antiquity,  we  will 
exhibit  it  here  in  his  own  words.  Socrates,  the  day  he  was 
to  die,  had  been  difcourfing  to  his  friends  upon  the  immorta- 
lity of  the  foul  :  and  "  when  he  had  made  an  end  of  fpeak- 
"  ing,  Crito  afked  him,  if  he  had  any  diredions  to  give  con-  Pktonis 
''  cerning  his  fons  or  other  things,  in  which  they  could  ferve  P^a^^o* 
*'  him?  /  £^£fire  no  more  of  you^  faith  Socrates,  than  what  1  115."  edit* 
"  have  always  told  you:  if  you  take  care  of  your f elves  ^  whatfo-  ^^^^'  ^te- 
"  ever  you  do  will  be  acceptable  to  me  and  mine^  though  you 
"  promife  nothing  ;  if  you  negleSl  yourf elves  and  virtue^  you 
''  can  do  nothing  acceptable  to  us,  though  you  promife  ever  fo 
'*  much.  That,  anfwered  Crito,  we  will  obferve,  but  how 
"  will  you  be  buried  ?  As  you  think  good,  fays  he,  if  you  can 
"  catch  me,  and  I  do  not  give  you  the  flip.  Then  with  a 
"  fmile  applying  himfelf  to  us,  /  cannot  perfuade  Crito,  fays 
*'  he,  that  I  am  that  Socrates  who  was  haranguing  jufi  now, 
**  or  any  thing  more  than  the  carcafs  you  will  prefently  behold; 
"  and  therefore  he  is  taking  all  this  care  of  my  interment.  It 
^^  feems,  that  what  Ijujl  now  explained  in  a  long  difcourfe,  has 
*'  made  no  impreffion  at  all  upon  him  :  namely,  that,  as  foon  as 
"  1  (hall  have  drank  the  poifon,  I  JI)all  not  remain  longer  with 
"  you,  but  depart  immediately  to  the  feats  of  the  bleffed.  Thefe. 
"  things,  with  which  I  have  been  endeavouring  to  cornfort  you 
*'  and  my f elf,  have  been  f aid  to  no  purpofe.     As  therefore  Crito 
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^  ijoas  hmni  f6  ih^  judges  for  nty  appearance^  fo  yoti  ntujl  now 
*'  he  bbund  to  Cr'ito  for  ftiy  departure  ;  and  when  he  fees  my 
^'  body  burnt  or  hurled^  let  hint  not  fay,  that  Socrates  fuffers  any 
**  thing y  or  is  any  way  concerned  :  for  know,  dear  Crito^  fuck 
**  a  mijiake  were  a  wrong  to  my  foul.  J  t til  you,  that  my  body 
*'  is  Only  buried  i  and  let  that  bt  done'  as  you /hall  think  fit,  or 
*^  di  Jhall  be'  tnojl  agreeable  td  the  laws  and  cufloms  of  the  couri- 
*<  try.  This  faic!,  he  arofe  an^d  retired  to  an  inner  room  ; 
*^  taking  Crito  With  him,  and  leaving  us,  who  like  orphans 
^*  were  to  be  deprived  of  fo  dear  a  father,  to  difcourfe  upon; 
*'  our  owrt  nnifcry.  After  his  bathing,  came  his  wife,  and 
*'  the  other  wotnen  of  his  family,  with  his  fons,  two  of 
**  them  children,  one  of  them  a  youth  :  and  when  he  had 
*'  given  pro|>t:r  drre6Lion$  about  his  domeftic  affairs,  he  dif- 
**  milted  thetti,  and  came  but  to  us.  It  was  now  near  fun- 
**  fet,  for  he  had  flayed  long  Within,  vv^hen  coming  out  he 
'*  fat  down,  and  did  not  fpeak  much  after.  Then  entered 
*'  an  officer,  and  approaching  him  faid,  Socrates,  I  am  per-^| 
*«  fuaded,  that  I  (hall  have  no  reafon  to  blame  you,  for  what! 
•^  I  have  been  accuftomed  t6  blafne  in  others  :  who  have  beenrj 
•'  arigty  at  me',  and  loaded  me  v/ith  curfes,  for  dnly  doing] 
*'  what  the  magiftrate  commands,  when  I  have  prefenteaj 
*'  the  poifofi  to  them.  But  I  know  you  to  be  the  moft  gene- 
*^  rous,  the  moft  mild,  the  beft  of  all  men,  that  ever  en- 
"  tered  this  place  ;  and  am  certain,  that  if  you  entertain  any 
*'  refentment  upon  this  occafion,  it  will  not  be  at  me,  but 
*'  at  the  teal  attthors  of  ymrr  misfortune.  You  know  the 
*'  mefiao-e  I  brinor .-  farewel :  and  endeavour  to  bear  with 
*'  patience  what  muft  be  bonl.  Jnd,  faid  Socrates  to  the 
*'  bfficer,  who  went  out  weeping,  Fare  thee  well:  I  will, 
*<-  How  civil  is  this  man  /  /  h  at  t  found  him  the  fame  all  the 
*'  time  of  my  imprifonment  :  he  would  often  'oiftt  me,  fometimes 
♦'  difcourfe  with  me,  ahuays  ufcd  mi  kindly  ;  and  now  fee,  how 
*t  generoufly  he  weeps  for  me.  But  come,  Crito  ;  let  us  do  as  he 
*'  bids  us  :  if  the  poifon  he  ready,  let  it  h4  brought  in  j  if  not, 
*'  let  fomehody  prepare  it.  The  fUn  is  yet  among  the  moun- 
*'  tains,  and  not  fet,  fays  Crito  :  I  myfelf  have  fcen  others 
*'  drink  it  later,  who  have  even  eat  and  drank  freely  with 
*'  their  friends,  after  the  fign  has  been  given  :  be  not  m  hafte> 
**  there  is  time  enough.     IVhy  y(s,  fays  Socrates^  they  who  do 

^^fo 


SOCRATES.  415 

<«  ^  think  they  gain  fomethlng  :  but  what  Jhall  I  gain  by  drink- 
<<  ing  it  late:  Nothing,  but  to  be  laughed  at ^  for  appearing 
"  too  defirous  of  life  :  pray,  let  it  be  as  1  fay.  Then  Crito 
''  fent  one  of  the  attendants,  who  immediately  returned, 
"  and  with  him  the  man,  who  was  to  adminifter  the  poifon, 
<'  bringing  a  cup  in  his  hand  :  to  whom  Socrates  faid,  prithee^ 
*'  my  good  friend,  for  thou  art  verfed  in  thefe  things,  what  muji 
"  I  do  ?  Nothing,  faid  the  man,  but  walk  about  as  foon  as 
''  you  (hall  have  drank,  till  you  perceive  your  legs  to  fail ; 
<*  and  then  fit  down.  Then  he  prefented  the  cup,  which 
''  Socrates  took  without  the  leaft  change  of  countenance,  or 
<'  any  emotion  whatever,  but  looking  with  his  ufual  ihtrepi- 
*'  dity  upon  the  man.  He  then  demanded,  whether  he  might 
*•' fpill  any  of  it  in  libation  ?  The  man  anfwered,  he  had 
"  only  prepared  juft  what  was  fufficient.  Yes,  fays  Socrates, 
*'  /  may  pray  to  the  gods,  and  will,  that  my  pajfage  hence  may 
*'  be  happy,  which  1  do  befeech  them  to  grant :  and  that  inftant 
*«  fwallowed  the  draft  with  the  greateft  eafe.  Many  of  us, 
*'  who  till  then  had  refrained  from  tears,  when  we  faw  him 
"  put  the  cup  to  his  mouth,  ^nd  drink  off  the  poifon,  were 
*'  not  able  to  refrain  longer,  but  gave  vent  to  our  grief: 
<«  which  Socrates  obferving.  Friends,  faith  he,  what  mean 
^^  you?  1  fent  away  the  women  for  no  otheY  rcafon,  but  that 
"  they  might  not  difiurh  us  with  this  :  for  I  have  heard^  that 
"  we  Jhottld  die  With  gratulation  and  applaufe  :  be  quiet  then, 
*'  and  behave  yowf elves  like  men,  Thefe  words  made  us  with 
<«  ftiame  fupprefs  our  tears.  When  he  had  Walked  awhile, 
"  and  perceived  hrs  legs  to  fail,  he  lay  dovi^n  on  his  back,  as 
"  the  executioner  direded  :  who,  in  a  little  time  looking 
*«  upon  his  feet,  and  pinching  them  pretty  hard,  afked  him, 
"  if  he  perceived  it  ?  Socrates  faid.  No.  Then  he  did  the  ' 
*'  fame  by  his  legs ;  and  fhewing  us,  how  every  part  fuccef- 
*'  fively  grew  cold  and  ftiff,  obferved,  that  when  that  chilU 
'«  nefs  reached  his  heart,  he  would  die.  Not  long  after, 
♦«  Socrates,  removing  the  garment  with  which  he  wSs  co- 
"  vered,  faid,  I  owe  a  cock  to  Mfculapius  j  pay  it,  negleSi  it 
*<  tiot.  It  (hall  be  done,  fays  Crito  :  would  you  have  any 
<<  thing  elfe  ?  He  made  no  anfwer,  but  after  lying  a  while, 
''  ftretched  himfelf  forth  :  when  the  executioner  uncovering 
<«  him  fttttld  his  eyes  fixed,  which  we're  dofcd  by  Ci-ito. 

"  This      .  ^ 


Dfe  Virt, 


4i6  SOCRATES. 

*'  This,  fays  Plato,  was  the  end  of  the  beft,  the  wifeft,  and 
"  the  jufteft  of  men  ":  and  this  account  of  it  by  Plato,  Tully 
profefles,  that  he  could  never  read  without  tears. 

He  died,  according  to  Plato,  when  he  was  more  than 
feventy  years  of  age.  He  was  buried  with  many  tears  and 
much  folcmiiity  by  his  friends,  among  whom  the  exceflive 
grief  of  Plato  is  obferved  by  Plutarch  :  yet  as  foon  as  they 
had  performed  that  laft  fervice,  fearing  the  cruelty  of  the 
thirty  tyrants,  they  ftole  out  of  the  city,  the  greater  part 
to  Megara,  to  Euclid,  who  received  them  kindly,  the 
reft  to  other  places.  Soon  after,  however,  the  Athenians 
were  awakened  to  a  fenfe  of  the  injuftice,  they  had  com- 
mitted againft  Socrates  ;  and  became  fo  exafperated,  that 
nothing  wo'jld  ferve  them,  but  the  authors  of  it  fhould  be 
put  to  death  :  as  Melitus  was,  while  Anytus  was  bantfh- 
ed.  In  farther  teltimony  of  their  penitence,  they  called 
home  his  friends  to  their  former  liberty  of  meeting  j  they 
forbad  public  fpecStacles  of  games  and  wreftlings  for  a  time; 
they  caufed  his  ftatue,  made  in  brafs  by  Lyfippus,  to  be  fet 
up  in  the  Pompeium  ;  and  a  plague  enfuing,  which  they 
imputed  to  this  unjuft  adl,  they  made  an  order,  that  no 
man  fhould  mention  Socrates  publicklv  and  on  the  theatre, 
in  order  to  forget  the  fooner  what  they  had  done. 

As  to  his  perfon,  he  was  very  homely :  was  bald,  had  a 
dark  complexion,  a  flat  nofe,  eyes  fticking  out,  and  a  fevere 
down-call  look.  In  (hort,  his  countenance  promifed  To  ill, 
that  Zopyrus,  a  phyfiognomift,  pronounced  him  incident  to 
various  pafiions,  and  given  to  many  vices  :  which  when  Al- 
cibiades  and  others  that  were  prefent  laughed  at,  knowing 
him  to  be  free  from  every  thing  of  that  kind,  Socrates  jufti- 
iied  the  Ikill  of  Zopyrus  by  owning,  that  "  he  was  by  na- 
*'  ture  prone  to  thofe  vices,  but  fupprefTed  his  inclination  by 
*'  reafon."  The  defeats  of  his  perfon  were  amply  compen- 
fated  by  the  virtues  and  accomplifliments  of  his  mind.  The 
oracle  at  Delphi  declared  him  the  wifeft  of  all  men,  for  pro- 
AcMiem,  felling  only  to  know  that  he  knew  nothing  :  Apollo,  as  Tully 
fays,  conceiving  the  only  wifdom  of  mankind  to  confift,  in 
not  thinking  themfelves  to  know  thofe  things,  of  which 
they  are  ignorant.  He  was  a  man  of  all  virtues,  and  fo  re- 
markably frugal,  that  how  little  foever  he  had,  it  was  always 
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enough :  and  when  he  was  amidft  a  great  variety  of  rich 
and  expenfive  objects,  he  would  often  fay  to  himfelf,  *<  how 
"  many  things  are  there,  which  I  do  not  want  !'* 

He  had  two  wives,  one  of  which  was  the  noted  Xantippe  : 
whom  Aulus  Gellius  defcribes  as  an  accurfed  froward  wo- 
man, chiding  and  fcolding  always,  by  day  and  by  night. 
Several  inftances  are  recorded  of  her  impatience  and  his  long- 
fufFering.  One  day,  before  fome  of  his  friends,  fhe  fell  into 
the  ufual  extravagancies  of  her  paffion  ;  when^he,  without 
anfwering  a  word,  went  abroad  with  them :  but  was  no 
fooner  out  of  the  door,  than  (he,  running  up  into  the  cham- 
ber, threw  water  down  upon  his  head  :  upon  which,  turning 
to  his  friends,  *'  Did  not  I  tell  you,  Hws  he,  that  after  fo  P^°g^'j; 
"  much  thunder  we  fliould  have  rain  "?  Another  time;  (he 
pulled  his  cloak  from  his  ftioulders  in  the  open  forum  :  and 
fome  of  his  friends  advifing  him  to  beat  her,  "  Yes,  fays  ibid.vm.37. 
'*  he,  that  while  we  two  fight,  you  may  all  ftand  by,  and 
"  cry,  well  done  Socrates,  to  him  Xantippe.'*  He  chofe 
this  wife,  we  are  told,  for  the  fame  reafon,  that  they,  who 
would  be  excellent  in  horfemanftiip,  chufe  the  roughed  and 
moft  fpirited  horfes ;  fuppofmg  that  if  they  are  able  to  ma- 
nage them,  they  may  be  able  to  manage  any.  He  has  pro- 
bably been  imitated  by  few,  and  imitation  in  this  cafe  would 
certainly  be  dangerous :  for  every  man  is  not  a  Socrates  ;  and 
for  one,  who  would  be  able  to  keep  his  feat,  and  learn  to  ride 
thefe  horfes,  a  thoufand  would  be  thrown  off,  and  have  their 
necks  broke. 

Socrates,  we  think,  was  far  happier  in  his  fcholars  and 
hearers,  than  wjth  all  his  philofophy  he  could  be  with  his 
wives  :  for  he  had  a  great  number  that  did  him  the  higheft 
honour,  the  chief  of  whom  were  Plato  and  Xenophon. 
They  who  affirm  that  Socrates  wrote  nothing,  as  Cicero, 
Plutarch,  and  others,  mean  only  in  refpedl  to  his  philofophy  : 
for  it  is  attefted  and  allowed,  that  he  affifled  Euripides  in 
compofing  tragedies,  and  was  the  author  of  fome  pieces  of 
poetry.  Dialogues  alfo  and  epiftles  are  afcribed  to  him.  His 
philofophical  difputations  were  committed  to  writing  by  his 
fcholars  ;  by  Plato  and  Xenophon  chiefly.  Xenophon  fet  the 
example  to  the  reft,  in  doing  it  firft,  and  alfo  with  the  great- 
eft  punduality ;  as  Plato   did  it  with  the  moft  liberty,  who 
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intermixed  (o  much  of  his  own,  that  it  is  not  eafy,  if  pofli- 
ble,  to  diftinguifh  the  mafter  from  the  fcholar.  Hence  So- 
crates, hearing  him  recite  his  Lyfis,  cried  out,  '*  How  many 
**  things  doth  this  young  man  feign  of  me  "?  And  Xeno- 
phon,  denying  that  Socrates  ever  difputed  of  heaven,  or  of 
natural  caufes,  or  the  other  branches  of  knowledge,  which 
the  Greeks  call  {/.cchi^xr:^,  fays,  that  "  they,  who  afcribe  fuch 
"  diflertations  to  him,  lie  grofsly  :'*  wherein,  as  Aulus  Ge}- 
lius  informs  us,  he  aims  at  Plato,  who  maketh  Socrates  dif- 
courfe  of  natural  philofophy,  mufic,  and  geometry. 


Fabricii 
Bibl.  Grasc. 
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SOCRATES,  an  ecclefiaftical  hiftorian  of  the  fifth 
century,  was  born  at  Conftantinople  in  the  beginning  of  the 
empire  of  Theodoflus.  He  ftudied  grammar  under  the  two 
famous  mafters  Helladius  and  Ammonius,  who  had  with- 
drawn themfelves  from  Alexandria  to  Conftantinople  ;  and, 
after  he  had  finifhed  his  ftudies,  for  fome  time  profeflcd  the 
law,  and  pleaded  at  the  bar,  whence  he  obtained  the  name 
of  Scholafticus.  Then  he  undertook  to  write  ecclefiaftical 
hiftory  ;  and,  beginning  from  the  year  309,  where  Eufebius 
ends,  continued  it  down  to  440.  This  hiftor.y  is  written, 
as  Valefius  his  editor  and  tranflator  obfervcs,  with  a  great 
deal  of  judgment  and  exa6lnefs.  His  exa6tnefs  may  be  pre- 
fumed  from  his  induftry  in  coiifulting  the  original  records, 
ads  of  council,  bifliops  letters,  and  the  writings  of  his 
cotemporaries,  of  which  he  often  gives  us  extracts.  He  is 
alfo  careful  in  fetting  down  exactly  the  fuccefiion  of  bifhops, 
and  the  years  in  which  every  thing  was  tranfa6^ed  ;  and  de- 
fcribes  them  by  confuls  and  olympiads.  His  judgment  ap- 
pears in  his  refie(5^ions  and  obiervations,  which  are  very  rea- 
fonable  and  very  impartial.  In  the  22d  chapter  of  the  5th 
book,  we  may  fee  an  example  of  his  exa<£t  and  diligent  in- 
quiry, as  well  as  of  his  judgment  and  moderation.  He  there 
treats  of  the  difpute,  on  what  day  the  fealt  of  Eafler  fliould 
be  celebrated,  which  had  caufed  fo  much  trouble  in  the 
church  ;  and  remarks  very  wifely,  that  there  was  no  juft 
reafon  to  difpute  with  fo  much  heat  about  a  thing  of  fo  little 
confequence  j  tliat  it  was  not  neceffary  herein  to  follow  the 
cuftcm  of  the  Jews  ;  that  the  apoftles  made  no  general  rules 
for  the  keeping  of  feftivaU,  but  that  they  were  brought  into 
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the  church  by  ufe  only ;  that  they  left  no  law  concerning 
the  time  when  Eafter  ftiould  be  celebrated,  and  that  it  was 
related  only  for  the  fake  of  the  hiftory,  how  Jefus  Chrift 
was  crucified  at  the  feaft  of  unleavened  bread ;  and  that  the 
apoftles  did  not  trouble  themfelves  to  make  orders  about  ho- 
ly-days, but  were  only  follicltous  to  teach  faith  and  virtue. 
AH  this  is  wife  and  judicious,  and  favors  nothing  of  that 
zeal  without  knowledge,  which  is  fo  often  to  be  met  with 
in  the  primitive  ages  of  the  church. 

This  writer  has  been  accufed  of  being  a  Novatian,  and  it 
cannot  be  denied,  that  he  fpeaks  very  well  of  that  fedt ;  ne- 
verthelefs,  as  Valefius  has  proved,  he  was  not  one  of  them, 
but  adhered  to  the  church,  while  he  reprefents  them  as  fepa- 
rated  from  it.  The  ftile  of  Socrates  is  plain  and  eafy ;  and 
hath  nothing  in  it  of  oratory,  which  he  treats  with  contempt. 
His  hiftory  has  been  tranllated  into  Latin,  and  publifhed 
Graece  &  Latine  by  Valefius,  together  with  Eufebius  and 
the  other  ecclefiaftical  hiftorians ;  and  republifhed,  with  ad-  See  EUSE* 
ditional  notes  by  Reading,  at  London  1720,  in  three  vo-  ^^^^* 
lumes  folio. 

SOLIMENE  (Francis)  an  illuftrious  Italian  pain- 
ter, was  defcended  of  a  good  family,  and  born  at  Nocera  de 
Pagani  near  Naples  in  1657.  His  father  Angelo,  who  was 
a  good  painter,  and  alfo  a  man  of  learning,  difcerned  an  un- 
common genius  in  his  fon  :  who  is  faid  to  have  fpent  whole 
nights  in  the  ftudies  of  poetry  and  philofophy.  He  deiigned 
alfo  fojudicioufly  in  Chiaro  Obfcuro,  that  his  performances 
furprized  all  who  faw  them.  Angelo  intended  him  for  the 
law,  and  did  not  alter  his  purpofe,  though  he  was  informed 
of  his  other  rare  talents,  till  cardinal  Orfini  put  him  upon  it. 
This  cardinal,  afterwards  pope  Benedic^t  XIII,  had  the 
goodnefs,  at  a  vifit,  to  examine  the  youth  in  philofophy  : 
whofe  fprightly  anfwers  pleafing  his  eminence  greatly,  An- 
u^elo  obferved,  that  his  fon  would  do  better,  if  he  did  not 
wafte  fo  much  of  his  time  in  drawing.  The  prelate  defired 
to  fee  his  defigns,  and  was  fo  furprifed,  that  he  told  the  fa- 
ther, how  unjuft  he  would  be  both  to  his  fon  and  to  paint- 
ing, if  he  attempted  to  check  that  force  of  genius,  which 
was  fo  manifeftJy  pointed  out.     On  this,  Solimene  had  full 
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liberty  given  him  to  follow  his  inclin'ation.     Two  years  paf- 
fed  on,   while  he   ftudied  under  his  father  ;   when  the  defire 
of  perfecting  himfelf  determined  him,  in  1674,  to  vifit  Na- 
ples,    Here  he  put  himfelf  under  the  direction  of  Francifco 
Maria,   who  was  reckoned   an  excellent  defigner  ;    but  re- 
ceived  fuch  difcouragement  from  him,  that  he  left  him  in  a 
few  days.     He  guided  himfelf  by  the  works  of  Lanfranc  and 
Calabrafe,  in  ftudying  compofition  and  chiaro  obfcuro  :  thofe 
of  Pietro  Cortona  and  Luca  Jordano  were  his  ftandards  for 
colouring:  and  he  confulted,   laftly,  Guido  and  Carlo  Ma> 
ratti  for  their  beautiful  manner  of  drapery.     By  an  accurate 
and  well  managed  ftudy  of  thefe  mafters,  Solimene  formed  to 
himfelf  a  fure  gout :  and  foon  diftinguifhed  himfelf  as  a  paint- 
er.    Hearing  the  jefuits  intended   to  have  the  chapel  of  St. 
Anne  painted,  in  the  church  Jefu  Nuovo,  he   fent   them   a 
fketeh  by  an  architecture  painter  ;  not  daring  to  carry  it  him- 
felf,  for  fear  a  prejudice    againft   his  youth    might   exclude 
him.     His   defign  was  neverthelefs  accepted  ;   and  while  he 
painted  this  chapel,  the  beft  painters  of  Naples  vifited  him, 
aftoniftied  to  find  themfelves  furpafied  by  a  mere  boy.    This 
was  his  firft  ftiiningout ;'  and  his  reputation  grew  fo  faft,  that 
great  works  were  offered  him  from  every  quarter.     His  fame 
was  as  great  in  other  countries,  as  at  Naples  ;  infomuch  that 
the  kings  of  France  and  Sp^in  made  him  very  advantageous 
propofals  to  engage  him  ift  their  fervice,  which  however  he 
declined,     Philip  V,  arriving  at  Naples,  commanded  him  to 
paint  his  portrait  :    this  monarch  difringuifhed  him  highly  by 
his  favour,   and  even  caufed  him  to  fit  in  his  prefence.     The 
emperor  Charles  VI  knighted  him,  on  account  of  a  pi6ture 
he  fent  him.     In  17CI,  he  came  and  ftaid  at  Rome  during 
the  holy  year  :   the  pope  and  cardinals  took  great  notice  of 
him.     This  painter   is   alfo  known    by   his  fonnets,  which 
have  been  printed  feveral  times  in  colle6tions  of  poetry :   and 
it  is  remarkable,  that  at  eighty  years  of  age,  his  memory  fup- 
plied  him  with  the  moff  beautiful  paflages  of  the  poets,  in  the 
application  of  which    he  was  very  happy.     Thefe  qualifica- 
tions engaged  the  beft  company  of  Naples  to   frequent  his 
houfe  ;   for  he  always  lived  in  a  diftlnguiflied  manner.     His 
cuftom  of  dreffing  himfelf  like  an  abbe  gave   him  the  name 
of  Abbe  Solimene.     He  died  in  the  year  1 747,  when  he  was 
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near  nincfy  years  of  age.  He  painted  all  after  nature  ;  being 
fearful,  as  he  faid,  that  too  fervile  an  attachment  to  the  an- 
tique (hould  damp  the  fire  of  his  imagination.  He  was  a 
man  of  a  fine  temper,  who  neither  criticifed  the  works  of 
others  out  of  envy,  nor  was  blind  to  his  own  defects.  He 
told  the  Italian  author  of  his  life,  that  he  had  advanced  many 
falfities  in  extolling  the  character  of  his  v/orks  :  which,  it  is 
true,  had  got  him  a  great  deal  of  money,  but  yet  were  very 
far  fhort  of  perfedion.  The  great  duke  of  Tufcany  with 
difficulty  prevailed  on  Solimene's  mcdefty  to  fend  him  his 
picture,  which  he  wanted  to  place  in  his  gallery  among  other 
painters. 

SO  LIS  (Antonio  de)  an  ingenious  Spanilh  writer, 
was  of  an  ancient  and  illuftrious  family,  and  born  at  Pla- 
cenza  in  Old  Caftile,  in  1610.   He  was  fent  to  Salamanca  to    ^*<^°'^^ 

Antonio 

ftudy  the  law  ;  but,  like  the  greater  part  of  thofe,  who  have  Bibl.  Hif- 
before  tafted  the  fweets  of  the  belles  lettres,  did  not  purfue  it  P^"^' 
long.  He  had  a  natural  turn  for  poetry,  and  cultivated  it 
with  a  fuccefs,  which  did  him  great  honour.  He  was  but 
feventecn  years  of  age,  when  he  wrote  an  ingenious  comedy, 
called  x^mor  y  Obligacion  ;  and  he  afterwards  compofed 
many  others,  which  were  received  with  the  highefl  applaufe. 
Nicolas  Antonio  affirms  him  to  have  been  the  bett  comic  poet. 
Spam  has  ever  feen.  At  fix  and  twenty  he  applied  himfelf 
to  ethics  and  politics.  His  great  merit  procured  him  a  patron 
in  the  count  d'O'-opefa,  viceroy  then  of  Navarre,  and  after- 
wards of  the  kingdom  of  Valence,  who  took  him  for  his  fe- 
cretary.  In  1642,  he  wrote  his  comedy  of  Orpheus  and 
Eurydice,  to  be  reprefented  at  Pampeluna.  upon  the  birth  of 
the  count's  (on.  Then  Philip  IV  of  Spain  made  him  one  of 
his  fecretaries  ;  and  after  his  death  the  queen  regent  made 
him  firfl:  hiftoriographer  of  the  Indies,  which  was  a  place  of 
'great  profit  as  v/ell  as  honour.  His  "  Hiftory  of  the  con- 
"  queft  of  Mexico  "  (hews,  that  fhe  could  not  have  named 
a  filter  perfon  ;  for  it  is  written  very  well,  and  in  a  moft  in- 
terefting  manner.  Intent  upon  raifing  the  glory  of  Ferdi- 
nand Cortez  his  hero,  he  has  imputed  to  him  many  ftrokes 
of  policy,  many  refle(5tlons,  and  many  ad^Ions,  of  which  he 
was  not  capable  5   and  he   has  clofed  his  account  with  the 
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conquefl  of  Mexico,  that  he  might  not  tarnifh  it  with  the 
cruelties  afterwards  committed  :  neverthelefs,  the  hiftory  Is 
reckoned  upon  th^  whole  very  good,  and  has  been  tranflated 
into  feveral  languages.  He  is  perhaps  better  known  for  this 
hiftory,  at  leaft  abroad,  than  for  his  poetry,  and  dramatic  wri- 
tings, although  he  was  excellent  in  that  way. 

He  had  always  lived  in  the  world,  and  enjoyed  himfelf  like 
other  people  ;  but  at  length  the  religious  paflion  feized,  and 
entirely  fubdued  him.  He  was  now  refolved  to  dedicate  him- 
felf to  the  fervice  of  God,  by  embracing  the  ecclefiaftical 
flate ;  and  accordingly  was  ordained  a  prieft  at  fifty-feven 
years  of  age.  He  renounced  now  all  prophane  compofitions, 
and  wrote  nothing  afterwards  but  fome  dramatic  pieces  upon 
fubjeits  of  devotion,  which  are  reprefentcd  in  Spain  on  cer- 
tain feftivals.  He  died  the  19th  of  April  1686.  His  come- 
dies were  printed  at  Madrid  in  i6Si,  4to.  his  facred  and  pro- 
fane, poems  at  the  fame  place  in  17 16,  4to.  his  Hiftory  of 
Mexico  often,  but  particularly  at  Brufiels  in  1704,  folio,  with 
his  life  prefixed  by  D.  Juan  de  Goyeneche. 


General 
Didlionary. 

Wood's  A- 
tben.  Oxon. 
vol.  II. 


Hift.  of  his 
own  Time, 
vol.  I.  p. 
500,  509* 


S  OME  R  S  (John,  Lord)  chancellor  of  England,  was 
the  fon  of  an  attorney  at  Worcefter,  where  he  was  born  in 
1652.  He  was  educated  at  a  private  fchool  in  StafFordfhire ; 
and  thence  admitted  a  gentleman -commoner  of  Trinity  Col- 
lege in  Oxford.  Afterwards  he  entered  himfelf  of  the  Mid- 
dle Temple,  London,  where  he  profecuted  the  ftudy  of  the 
IsiW  with  great  vigour ;  intermixing  all  the  while  with  it  that 
of  polite  literature,  of  which,  as  appears  from  fome  fmall  pub- 
lications, he  was  a  great  mafter.  He  foon  diftinguifhed  him- 
felf to  great  advantage  at  the  bar  ;  and,  in  1681,  had  a  con- 
fiderable  fhare  in  apiece,  intitled,  "  A  juft  and  modeft  vin^ 
''  dication  of  the  proceedings  of  the  two  laft  parliaments,'*  in 
anfwer  to  king  Charles  the  Second's  "  Declaration  to  all  his 
*^  loving  fubje^ts  touching  the  caufes  and  reafons,  that  moved 
"  him  to  dilTolve  the  two  laft  parliaments."  Biftiop  Burnet 
fays,  that  this  piece  is  ''  writ  with  great  fplrit  and  true  judg- 
"  ment ;"  that  it  *'  was  at  firft  penned  by  Sidney,  but  a  new 
'*  draught  was  made  by  Somers,"  who,  as  he  afterwards  ob- 
ferves,  "  writ  the  beft  papers  that  came  out  at  that  time," 
though  the  titles  of  them  are  not  now  known.     In  June  1 683, 

he 
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he  was  one  of  the  council  for  Thomas  Pilklngton,  Samuel 
Shute,  and  Henry  Cornifli,  Efqrs.  Ford  Lord  Gray,  Sir  Tho- 
mas Player,  and  others,  who  were  then  tried  for  a  riot  in  the  0 
city,  at  the  chufmg  of  the  fherifFs  in  the  year  1682  :    and   in 
1688,  he  was  of  council  for  the  feven  bifhops  at  their  tryal. 
In   the  Convention,   which  met  by  the  prince  of  Orange's 
fummons  in  January  1688-9,  he  reprefented  his  native  city  of 
Worccfter;   and  was  one  of  the  managers    for  the  houfe  of 
commons,  at<a  conference  with  the  houfe  of  lords,  upon  the 
word  Abdicated.     Soon  after   the  acceffion    of  king  William 
and  queen  Mary,  he  was  appointed  follicitor-general,  and  re- 
ceived the  honor  of  knighthood  ;   and  in  the  debate  upon  the 
bill  for  recognizing  their  majefties  and  the  a£):  of  the  conven- 
tion, he  fpoke  with  much  zeal  and  fuch  an  afcendant  authority, 
that  it  paffed  without  any  more  oppofition.     In  April  1692, 
he  was  made  attorney  general  ;   and  in  March  following,    ad- 
vanced to  the  poft  of  lord  keeper.     In  1697,   he   was  created 
lord  Somers,  baron  of  Evcftiam,  and  made  chancellor  of  Eng- 
land ;  and  for  the  fupport  of  thofe  honors  and   dignities,  his 
majefty  made  him  a  grant  of  the  manors  of  Reygate  and  How- 
legh  in  Surry,  and  another  grant  of  2100I.  per  annum  out  of 
the  fee -farm  rents.     In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1700,   he 
was  removed  from  his  poft  of  lord  high   chancellor  ;  and  the 
year  following  was  impeached   of  high  crimes  and  mifdemea- 
nors  by  the  houfe   of  commons,   but  acquitted  upon  trial  by 
the  houfe  of  lords.     He  th/:n  retired  to  a  ftudious  courfe  of 
life  •,  and  was  chofen  prefident  of  the  royal  fociety,    of  which 
he  had  been  long  a  member.     Neverthelefs,  though  removed 
from  the  adminiltration,  his  labors  were  ftill  dedicated  to  the 
fervice  of  the  government  and  of  his  country.     In  1 706  there- 
fore, he  made  a  motion  in  the  houfe  of  lords  to  corre6l  fome 
proceedings  in  the  common  law  and  in  chancery,   that  were 
both  dilatory  and  chargeable  ;  and  by  thus  endeavouring  to  a- 
mend  the  vocation  wtiich   he   had   adorned,  {hewed  himfelf 
greatly  fuperior  to  little  prejudices.    The  union  between  Eng- 
land and  Scotland  was  alfo  proje(Sted   by  him  the  fame  year. 
In  1708,   he  was  made  lord   prefident  of  the  council;  from 
which  poft  he  was  removed  in  17 10,  upon  the  change  of  the 
niiniftry.     In  the  latter  end  of  queen  Anne's  reign,  he  grew 
very  infirm  in. his  health  :  which  indifpofition  is  fuppofed  to 
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be  the  reafon,  that  he  had  no  other  poft  than  a  feat  at  the 
council  table,  after  the  accelfion  of  George  I.  He  died  of  an 
apoplectic  fit,  the  26th  of  April  17 16;  after  having  for  fome 
time  furvived  the  powers  of  his  underftanding.  His  lordfhip 
was  never  married. 

Endlefs  are  the  encomiums,  which   have   been   beftowed 
upon  this   nable  and  illuftrious  perfon.     Bilhop  Barnet   tells 
Hift.  V.  II.    us,  that  *'  he  was  very  learned  in  his  own  profellion,   with  a 
P- 107-  a  great  deal  more  learning   in  other  profeflions  ;   in  divinity, 

''  phll  jfophy,  and  hiftory       He  had  a  great  capacity  for  bu- 
"  fmefs,  with  an  extraordinary  temper  j   for  he  was  fair  and 
"  gentle,  perhaps  to  a  fault,  confidering  his  poft  :   fo  that  he 
''  had  all  the  patience  and  foftnefs,   as  well  as  the  juftice  and 
"  equity,   becoming   a  great   magiftrate."      An   honourable 
ofRoyd^       "  writer  of  our  own  times  calls  him   "  one   of  thofe  divine 
and  Noble      «t  men,  who,  like  a  chapel  in  a   pilace,   remain   unprofaned, 
vol.  iL'zd   "  while  all  the  reft  is  tyranny,   corruption,   and  folly.     AH 
edit.  "  the  traditional   accounts  of  him,  the  hiftorians  of  the  laft 

''  age,  and  its  bell:  authors  reprefent  him,  as  the  moft  incor- 
"  rupt  lawyer,  and  the  hon  fteft  ftatefman,  as  a  mafter-ora- 
*'  tor,  a  genius  of  the  fiiicft  tafte,  and  as  a  patriot  of  the  no- 
*'  bleft  and  moft  extenfive  views  ;  as  a  man  who  difpenfed 
*'  bleffings  by  his  life;  and  planned  them  for  pofterity.''  He 
was  a  verv  great  patron  of  men  of  parts  and  learning,  and  par- 
ticularly of  Mr.  Addifon,  who  has  drawn  his  charadler  at 
large  in  one  of  his  freeholders  :  in  that  of  May  the  4th  1716, 
where  he  has  chofen  his  lordlliip's  motto  for  that  of  his  paper, 
Protkjfe  quam  confpici.  It  was  lord  Somers,  who  firfl:  redeem- 
ed Milton's  Paradife  Loji  from  that  obfcurity,  in  which  party- 
prejudice  and  hatred  had  fulFered  it  long  to  lie  neglected,  and 
pointed  out  the  merits  of  that  noble  poem. 

But  he  was  not  only  the  patron  of  learning  and  learned 
men  :  he  was  alfo  himfelf  an  author,  as  we  have  already  ob- 
ferved.  H;^  wrote  feveral  pieces  on  the  fubje6l  of  politics  :  he 
tranflated  into  Englifh,  Plutarch's  Life  of  Alcibiades,  as  it 
ftands  atnong  Piutarch's  Lives,  tranflated  by  feveral  hands  : 
he  tranflated  likewife  into  Englifh  the  Epiftle  of  Dido  to 
^neas,  printed  in  the  tranflation  of  Ovid's  Epiftles  by  various 
hands.  "  Dryden's  Satire  to  his  Mufe"  has  been  laid  to 
him ;  but  they  feem  to  have  reafon  on  their  fide,  who  fup- 

pofe 
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pofe,  that  the  grofs  ribaldry  of  that  poem  could  not  flow  from 
fo  humane  and  pohfhed  a  nature  as  that  of  lord  Somers.  He 
was  thought  too,  but  it  does  not  appear  on  what  foundation, 
to  write  "  The  Preface  to  Dr.  Tlndal's  Rights  of  the 
*'  Chriftian  Church.'*  There  are  fome  letters  and  fpeechcs 
of  his  in  print. 

S  O  x\l  M  O  N  A  .  C  O  D  O  M,  or,  as  fome  write  it, 
Sommonokhodom,  the  God  of  the  Siamefe.  Their  Tala- 
poins  or  prierts  fuppofe,  that  this  Sommonokhodom  was  born 
a  God,  after  many  tranfmigrations  of  his  foul  ;  that  from  the 
time  of  this  his  divine  birth,  he  had  a  perfect  knowledge  of 
all  the  myfteries  and  fecrets  both  of  heaven  and  earth  ;  that 
he  retained  an  intire  remembrance  of  whatfoever  he  had  done 
in  the  feveral  lives  he  had  led  ;  and  that,  after  he  had  taught 
the  people  the  great  concerns  of  their  happinefs,  he  commit- 
ted his  do6trines  to  a  book,  for  the  benefit  of  pofterity.  In 
this  book  he  relates  of  himfelf,  that,  being  defirous  to  mani- 
fefl  his  divinity  to  men  by  fome  extraordinary  miracles,  he 
found  himfelf  carried  up  into  the  air,  in  a  throne  all  fliining 
with  gold  and  precious  ftones  ;  and  that  the  angels  came  down 
from  heaven  to  tender  him  their  adorations  :  but  that  his  bro- 
ther Thevathat  and  his  followers,  envying  this  his  glory,  con- 
fpired  his  deftrudtion.  It  is  farther  written  in  this  book,  that 
from  the  time  that  Sommonokhodom  endeavoured  to  become 
a  god  by  the  holinefs  of  his  life,  he  had  entered  the  Ibge  of 
this  world  in  different  bodies  five  hundred  and  fifty  times  ;  and 
that  at  every  new  birth  he  had  always  been  the  firft,  and  as 
it  were  the  prince  of  thofe  animals,  under  whofe  figure  he 
was  born  ;  and  that  when  he  was  a  monkey,  he  delivered  a 
certain  city  from  an  horrid  monfter,  which  had  almoft  ren- 
dered it  defolate  ;  and  that  he  had  been  a  moft  powerful  king 
and  that  feven  days  before  he  had  obtained  the  dominion  of 
the  univerfe,  he  retired  after  the  example  of  a  certain  ancho- 
rite into  a  fecret  folitude,  and  became  dead  unto  the  world 
and  his  own  paffions  ;  and  that  as  foon  as  he  was  become  a 
god,  he  travelled  over  the  whole  world,  teaching  mankind  to 
know  good  and  evil,  and  acquainting  them  with  the  true  re- 
ligion, which  he  himfelf  wrote  down  to  leave  to  pofterity. 

After 
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After  he  had  lived  eighty  two  years,  and  foretold  his  death  to 
his  difciples,  he  was  feized  with  a  violent  fit  of  the  cholic,  of 
which  he  died  ;  and  his  foul  mounted,  as  they  fay,  to  the 
eighth  heaven,  where  it  enjoys  an' eternal  reft  and  happinefs, 
and  fhall  never  be  born  again  into  this  world.  His  body  was 
burnt,  and  his  bones  are  ftill  kept,  foms  of  them  in  the  king- 
dom of  Pegu,  and  fome  in  that  of  Siam.  They  afcribe  a  mi- 
raculous power  to  thefe  bones,  and  afTert  that  they  fhine  with 
a  moft  divine  brightnefs.  They  fay,  he  left  the  mark  of  o'ne 
x)f  his  feet,  imprefled  in  three  different  places ;  in  the  kingdom 
of  Siam,  that  of  Pegu,  and  in  the  ifle  of  Ceylon  :  to  which 
places  the  people  flock  in  pilgrimage,  and  honor  the  faid  foot- 
fteps  with  an  extraordinary  devotion.  This  is  the  God,  which 
is  worfhipped  at  Siam. 

As  to  Thevathat,  he  was  always  born  again  with  his  bro- 
ther Sommonokhodom,  in  the  fame  kind  of  animals  with  him ; 
but  was  always  inferior  to  him  in  dignity.  Yet  Thevathat 
afpired  to  be  a  god  -,  and  unable  to  bear  a  fuperior,  would  ne- 
ver fubmit  to,  butconfpired  againft  his  brother  ;  and  compafTed 
his  purpofe  in  fome  meafure, .  for  he  killed  them  when  they 
were  both  monkeys.  The  Siamefe  fcriptures,  which  relate 
this  and  more  of  the  fame  fort,  tell  us  what  kind  of  punifli- 
ment  Thevathat  was  made  to  fufFer.  He  was  nailed  on  a 
crofs  with  large  nails,  which,  being  driven  through  his  hands 
and  feet,  caufed  him  the  moft  terrible  pain  ;  had  a  crown  of 
thorns  on  his  head  j  had  his  body  covered  over  with  wounds  ; 
and,  to  complete  his  mifery,  an  eternal  fire  burning  under 
him  without  confuming  him. 

Such   accounts   are  brought  us  from  Siam  by  father  Ta- 
,  chard  the  Jefuit  and  others.     It  can  hardly  be  fuppofed,   but 

Voyage  da     that  the  Siamefe  and  the  Chriftian  religions  have   had  fome 
Siam.  communication  with  each  other  ;  fince  many  particulars  indi- 

cate it,  efpecially  thofe  of  the  punifhment  of  Thevathat. 

S  O  M  N  E  R  (William)  an  eminent  Englifh  antiquary, 
was  born  at  Canterbury  the  30th  of  March  1606,  according  to 
the  account  given  by  his  wife  and  fon  ;  but,  according  ta  the 
regifter  of  the  parifh  of  St.  Margaret's,  much  earlier,  for  it 
reprefents  him  to  have  been  baptifed  the  5th  of  November 

1598. 
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1598.     It  was  a  proper  birth-place  for  an   antiquary,  being  Kenn=t*s 
one  of  the  mofi:  ancient  cities  In  England  ;    and  Mr.  Somner   ner,prefixeJ 
was  (o  well  pleafed  with  it,  that,  like  the  p;ood  old  citizen  of  ^^^^^   ., 
Verona,  within  the  walls  or  In  the  fight  of  them  he  grew  up,    "of  Roman 
lived,  and  died.     He  was  of  a  reputable  family  ;  and  his  father   **  Po'tsand 
was  regiftary  of  the  court  of  Canterbury  under  Sir  Nathaniel    «  Kent,  p. 
Brent  commidary.     At  a  proper  age,   he  was  committed  to   3r~'°*- 
the  free-fchool  of  that  city,  where  he  feems  to  have  acquired    gvo. 
a  competent  knowledge  of  the  Latin  tongue  at  leaft.     From 
thence  he  was  removed,  and  placed  as  clerk  to  his  father  in  the 
ecclefiaftical  courts  of  that  diocefe  ;   and  was  afterwards  pre- 
ferred to  a  creditable  office  in  thofe  courts  by  archbifliop  Laud. 
His  natural  bent  in  the  mean  time  lay  to  the  ftudy  of  antiqui- 
ties ;  and  he  took  all  opportunities  of  indulging  it.      He   was 
Jed  early,  in  his  walks  through  the  fuburbs  and  fields  of  that 
city,  to  furvey  the  Britifh  bricks,   the  Roman  ways,  the  Da- 
nifh  hills  and  works,  the  Saxon  monafteries,  and  the  Norman 
churches.     This  was  his  amufement  abroad  ;  at  home  he  de- 
lighted in  old  manufcripts,  leiger-books,  rolls  and  records  :  all 
which  made  him  fo  quickly  known,  that  upon  queftions  con- 
cerning defcent  of  families,  tenure  of  eftates,   dedication  of 
churches,  right  of  tythes,  and  all  the  hiftory  of  ufe  and  cuftom, 
he  was  confulted  as  a  Druid  or  a  Bard. 

In  1640,  he  publlfhcd,  "  The  antiquities  of  Canterbury,'* 
in  4to.  an  accurate  performance,  and  very  feafonably  execu- 
ted, as  it  preferved  from  oblivion  many  monuments  of  anti- 
quity, which  were  foon  after  buried  by  civil  difcord  in  ruin. 
This  work  obtained  a  high  character;  and  Dr.  Merric  Ca- 
faubon,  prebendary  of  Canterbury,  and  a  great  encourager  of 
our  author  in  his  ftudies,  reprefents  it  as  "  exceedingly  ufeful,  Jrafaub.de 
"  not  only  to  thofe  who  defire  to  know  the  flate  of  that  once  onica,  p. 
"  flourifhing  city,  but  to  all  that  are  curious  in  the  ancient  '"*■'• 
*'  Englifh  Hiftory."  Thus  far  Mr.  Somner  had  fearched 
only  into  the  Latin  writers,  and  fuch  national  records,  as  had 
been  penned  fmce  the  Norman  conqueft :  but  his  thirft  after 
antiquities  urged  him  to  proceed,  and  to  attain  the  Britifh  and 
Saxon  tongues.  To  acquire  the  Britifli,  there  were  rules  of 
grammar,  explication  of  words,  and  other  fufficient  memoirs, 
befides  the  living  dialeft,  to  guide  a  man  of  induiiry  and  refo- 
lution  }  but  the  Saxon  was  extind,  and  the  monuments  of  it  (o 
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few  and  fo  latent,  that  it  required  infinite  courage  as  well  as 
Ve  Ling.  ^    patience.     Encouraged  however  by  his  friend  Dr.  Cafaubon, 
and  being  withal  of  an  a6live  fpint,   he  did  not  defpair  ;  but 
falling  to  work,  he  fucceeded  fo  wonderfully,  as  to  be  com- 
pared with  the  moft  knowing   in' that   way:    and  he  has  al- 
ways been   ranked   by  the  beft  judges  among  the   few  com 
Gram.'sax!     plete  critics  in  the  Saxon  language.     His  fkill  in  this  obliged 
Pr^fat.  JjIj^  jq  enquire  into  moft  of  the  ancient  European  languages  ; 

and  made  him  run  through  the  old  Gallic,  Irifb,  Scotch  and 
Dani(h  dialetfrs,  efpecially  the  Gothic,  Sclavonian,  and  Ger- 
man. Of  his  perfe6tion  in  the  latter,  he  gave  the  world  a 
public  fpecimen  on  this  occafion,  while  his  friend  Dr.  Ca- 
iaubon  was  employed  in  an  eflay  on  the  Saxon  tongue,  he 
happened  upon  an  epiftle  of  Lipfius  to  Schcttius,  which  con- 
tained a  large  catalogue  of  old  German  words,  in  ufe  with 
that  nation  eight  or  nine  hundred  years  before.  CaCuibon 
thought  many  of  them  had  a  great  affinity  to  the  Saxon  ;  and 
therefore,  being  then  in  London,  fent  down  the  catalogue  to 
Mr.  Somner  at  Canterbury  :  who  in  a  few  days  returned  his 
animadverfions  upon  them,  and  {hewed  the  relation  of  the 
German  with  the  Saxon  tongue.  They  were  publifhed  as  an 
appendix  to  Dr.  Cafaubon's  efTay  in  1650,  8vo  ;  at  which 
DeLing.  time  the  fame  Cafaubon  informs  us,  "•  that  Mr.  Somner 
Sax.  p.  141.  a  would  have  printed  all  his  ufeful  labour;;,  and  have  wrote 
"  much  more,  if  that  fatal  cataRrophe  had  not  interpoied, 
"  which  brought  no  lels  defolation  upon  letters,  than  upon 
"  the  land." 

Mr.  Somner's  reputation  was  now  fo  well  eftablifhed,  that 
no  monuments  of  antiquity  could  be  furcher  publiftied,  with- 
out his  advice  and  helping  hand.  In  1652,  when  a  collec- 
tion of  hiftorians  came  forth  under  this  title,  Hiftorias  An- 
glicanae  Scriptores  X.  ex  vet.  MSS.  nunc  primum  in  lucem 
editi,  the  Appendix  or  GlolTarium  was  the  labour  of  Mr. 
Somner :  whom  Sir  Roger  Twifden,  who  with  the  affiftance 
of  archbifhop  Uflier  and  Mr.  Selden  publiflied  thefe  hiftori- 
ans, reprefents  in  the  preface  as  "  a  man  of  primitive  probity 
*'  and  candor,  a  moft  fagatious  fearcher  into  the  antiquities 
''  of  his  country,  and  moft  expert  in  the  Saxon  tongue." 
Dr.  Hickes  afterwards  calls  this  gloftary  of  Mr,  Somner  "  in- 
*'  comparable,  a  truly  golden  work  -,  without  which  the  ten 
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«  hidorians  had  been  imperfed  and  little  ufeful.'*  Mr.  Som-  Pfaef-  ad 
ner's  friends  had  fti  1  more  work  for  him  :  they  obferved  it 
impofliblc  to  cultivate  any  language,  or  recommend  it  to 
learners,  without  the  help  of  a  didionary  j  and  this  was  yet 
wanting  to  the  Saxon.  On  him  therefore  they  laid  the 
mighty  tafk  of  compiling  one :  but  as  this  work  required 
much  time  and  great  expence,  fo  they  were  to  contrive  fome 
competent  reward  and  fupport,  as  well  as  barely  to  afford 
him  their  countenance  and  afiiftance.  Now  Sir  Henry  Spel- 
man  had  founded  at  Cambridge  a  ledurc  for  "  promoting 
*'  the  Saxon  tongue,  either  by  reading  it  publickly,  or  by 
"  the  edition  of  Saxon  manufcripts,  and  other  books  "  :  and 
this  lecture  being  vacant  in  1657,  archbifhop  Ufher  recom- 
mended Mr.  Somner  to  the  patron  Roger  Spelman,  efq; 
grand fon  of  the  founder,  that  "  he  would  confer  on  him 
"  the  pecuniary  ftipend,  to  enable  him  to  profecute  a  Saxon 
*'  didiionary,  which  would  more  Improve  that  tongue,  than 
*'  bare  academic  le£lures."  Accordingly,  Mr.  Somner  had 
the  falary,  and  now  purfued  the  work,  in  which  he  had  al- 
ready made  confiderable  progrefs  :  for  it  was  publifhed  at  Saxon. 
Oxford  in  April  1659,  with  an  inlcription  to  all  ftudents  in 
the  Saxon  tongue,  a  dedication  to  his  patron  Roger  Spel- 
man, efq;  and  a  preface, 

Juft  before  the  reftoration,  he  was  imprifoned  in  the  caftle 
of  Deal,  for  endeavouring  to  procure  hands  to  petition  for  a 
free  parliament.  In  the  year  1660,  he  was  made  matter  of 
St.  John's  hofpital,  in  the  fuburbs  of  Canterbury  ;  and  a- 
bout  the  fame  time  auditor  of  Chrift  church  in  that  city.  The 
fame  year  he  publifhed  in  4to,  "  A  treatife  of  gavel  kind, 
"  both  name  and  thing,  fhewing  the  true  etymology  and  de- 
"  rivation  of  the  one,  the  nature,  antiquity,  and  original  of 
"  the  other  ;  with  fundry  emergent  obfervations,  both  plea- 
"  fant  and  profitable  to  be  known  of  Kentiftimen  and  others, 
"  efpecially  fuch  as  are  ftudious  either  of  the  ancient  cuf- 
"  tom,  or  the  common  law  of  this  kingdom."  In  this  work 
Mr.  Somner  fliewed  himfelf  an  abfolute  civilian,  and  a  coii- 
plete  common-lawyer,  as  well  as  a  profound  antiquarian. 
This  was  his  lafi:  publication  :  he  left  behind  him  many  ob- 
fervations in  manufcript,  and  forne  treatifes,  one  of  which, 
"  of  the  Roman  ports  and  forts  in  Kent,"   was  publifhed  at 
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Oxford  1693,  in  8vo,  by  James  Brome,  M.  A.  ReSior  of 
Cheriton,  and  chaplain  to  the  Cinque-Ports  ;  and  Julii  Cse- 
faris  Portus  Icclus  illuftratus  a  Somnero,  Du  Fiefne,  &  Gib- 
fon,  was  printed  at  the  fam-e  place  1694,  in  8vo.  To  the 
former  is  prefixed  his  life  by  White  Kennet,  afterwards  bi- 
fhop  of  Peterborough.  Thefe  works  were  parts  of  an  in- 
tended hiftory  of  the  antiquities  of  Kent. 

He  died  the  30th  of  March  1669,  after  having  been  twice 
married.  Dr.  Kennet  tells  us,  that  "  he  was  courteous, 
*'  without  defign  ;  wife,  without  a  trick  ;  faithful,  without 
*'  a  reward ;  humble  and  compaffionate ;  moderate  and  e- 
*'  qual ;  never  fretted  by  his  ai!li6lions,  nor  elated  by  the  fa- 
*'  vours  of  heaven  and  good  men."  His  many  well  fele(5led 
books,  and  choice  manufcripts,  were  purchafed  by  the  dean 
and  chapter  of  Canterbury  for  the  library  of  that  church 
where  they  now  remain.  A  catalogue  of  his  manufcripts  Is 
fubjoined  to  the  life  abovementioned.  He  was  a  man  anti- 
quis  moribus,  of  great  integrity  and  fimplicity  of  manners. 
He  adhered  to  king  Charles  I,  in  the  time  of  his  troubles  ; 
and  when  he  faw  him  brought  to  to  the  block,  his  zeal  could 
no  longer  contain  itfelf,  but  broke  out  into  apallionate  ehfry^ 
intitled,  "  The  infecurity  of  princes,  confidered  in  an  occa- 
*'  fional  meditation  upon  the  king's  late  fufFerings  and  death," 
1648,  4to.  And  foon  after  he  publifhed  another  afFecSlionate 
poem,  to  which  is  prefixed  the  pourtraidture  of  Charles  I  be- 
fore his  €t«wv  0xa-i}\iKvi,  and  this  title,  "  The  frontifpiece  of 
*'  the  king's  book  opened,  with  a  poem  annexed.  The  Infc" 
*-^  curiiy  of  Princes^  ^r."  4to. 

Among  his  friends  and  correfpondents  were  the  archbifhops 
Laud  and  Ufher,  Sir  Robert  Cotton,  Sir  William  Dugdale, 
Sir  Simond  D'ewes,  the  antiquary  Mr.  William  Burton,  Sir 
John  Marftiam,  Elias  Aftimole,  efqj  and  many  others  of  the 
fame  ftamp  and  chara<Sl;er.  A  print  of  Mr.  Somner  is  placed 
over  againft  the  title-page  of  his  treatife,  ''  Of  the  Roman 
♦'  ports  and  forts  in  Kent." 

SOPHOCLES,  an  ancient  Greek  tragedian,  was 
FabricEibl.  ^°^"  ^^  Athens  the  fecondyear  of  the  jifl  olympiad,  that  is, 
Grace.  near  500  years  before  Chrift  :  fo  that  he  was  thirty-one  years 

younger  than  i^fchylus,  and   fifteen  older  than  Euripides. 

His 
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His  father  Sophilus,  of  wbofe  condition  nothing  certain  can 
be  collected,  educated  him  in  all  the  politer  accomplifhments  : 
be  learned  mufic  and  dancing  of  Lamprus,  as  Athenseus  fays, 
and  had  ^fchylus  for  his  mafter  in  poetry.  He  was  about 
fixteen  years  of  age,  at  the  time  of  Xerxes's  famous  expedi- 
tion into  Greece  :  and  being  at  Salamis,  where  the  Grecians 
were  employed  in  fixing  the  monuments  of  the  vidory,  after 
the  flight  of  that  prince,  and  the  entire  rout  of  all  his  gene- 
rals, he  is  reported  to  have  appeared  at  the  head  of  a  choir 
of  noble  boys  (for  he  was  very  handfome)  all  naked  and 
wafhed  over  with  oil  and  eflence ;  and,  while  they  fung  a 
paean,  to  have  guided  the  meafures  with  his  harp.  Athenaeus, 

He  was  five  and  twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  conquered 
his  mafter  iEfchylus  in  tragedy.  Cimon,  the  Athenian  ge- 
neral, having  found  Thefeus's  bones,  and  bringing  the  noble 
reliques  with  folemn  pomp  into  the  city,  a  contention  of  tra- 
gedians was  appointed  ;  as  was  ufual  on  extraordinary  occa- 
fions.  ^fchylus  and  Sophocles  were  the  two  great  rivals ; 
and  the  prize  was  adjudged  to  Sophocles,  although  it  was  the 
firft  play  he  ever  prefented  in  public.  The  efteem  and  won- 
der, that  all  Greece  exprelTed  at  his  wifdom,  made  him  con- 
ceived to  be  the  peculiar  favourite,  or  rather  intimate  friend 
of  the  gods.  Thus  they  tell  us,  that  iEfculapius  did  him  the 
honour  to  vifit  him  at  his  houfe  ;  and  from  a  flory  of  Tully,  Plut.  m 
in  his  firft  book  of  divination,  it  fhould  feem  that  Hercules  ^""*** 
had  no  lefs  refpedl  for  him.  The  great  impoftor  Apollonius 
Tyanenfis,  in  his  oration  before  Domitian,  tells  the  empe- 
ror, that  Sophocles  the  Athenian  was  able  to  check  and  re- 
ftrain  the  furious  winds,  when  they  were  vifiting  his  country 
at  an  unfeafonable  time.  PhHoftrat. 

in  vit. 

This  opinion  of  his  extraordinary  worth  opened  him  a  free  Apollon> 
pafTagc  to  the  higheft  offices  in  the  ftate.  We  find  him  in 
Strabo,  going  in  joint  commiffion  with  the  famous  Pericles, 
to  reduce  the  rebellious  Samians  :  and  it  was  during  his  con- 
tinuance in  this  honour,  that  he  received  the  fevere  repri- 
mand from  his  collegue,  which  is  recorded  by  Cicero.  They 
were  {landing  and  conferring  about  their  common  affairs, 
when  there  happened  to  run  by  a  very  beautiful  boy.  So- 
phocles could  not  but  take  notice  of  his  perfon,  and  began 
to  exprefs  his  admiration  to  Pericles  :  to  which  the  grave  ge- 
neral 
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neral  made  this  memorable  reply  .  "  A  pretor,  Sophocle?, 
"  (hould  be  continent  with  his  eyes,  as  well  as  with  >  his 
Tull.  de  "  hands."  But  whatever  inclinations  the  poet  might  then 
Offic.  I.  I.  have,  as  indeed  his  chaftity  is  but  too  reafonably  fiiTpe^ted, 
Phil.mvlt.  ^^  rejoiced  at  laft,  as  we  are  told,  that  by  the  benefit  of  old 
ApoU.  1. 1,  age  he  was  delivered  from  the  fevere  tyranny  of  love. 
c.  lo.  Tully,  in  his  book  de  Sene6lute,  brings  in  Sophocles,  as 

an  example  to  ihew,  that  the  weaknefs  of  the  memory  and 
parts  is  not  a  neceflary  attendant  of  old  age.  He  obferves, 
that  this  great  man  continued  the  profefTion  of  his  art,  even 
to  his  lateft  years:  but,  it  feems,  his  fons  refented  this  fe- 
vere application  to  writing,  as  a  manifeft  negledl  of  his  fa- 
mily and  eftate.  On  this  account,  they  at  laft  brought  the 
bufinefs  into  court  before  the  judges  :  and  petitioned  theguar- 
dianihip  of  their  father,  as  one  that  was  grown  delirious,  and 
therefore  incapable  of  managing  his  concerns.  The  old 
gentleman,  being  acquainted  with  the  motion,  in  order  to  his 
defence,  came  prefently  into  court',  and  recited  his  Oedipus 
of  Colonos,  a  tragedy  he  had  juft  before  finiftied  :  and  then 
defired  to  know,  whether  that  piece  looked  like  the  work  of 
a  madman?  There  needed  no  other  plea  in  his  favour;  for 
the  judges,  admiring  and  applauding  his  wit,  not  only  ac- 
quitted him  of  the  charge,  but,  as  Lucian  adds,  voted  his 
fons  madmen  for  accufing  him.  The  general  ftory  of  his 
death  goes,  that  having  exhibited  his  laft  play,  and  getting 
the  prize,  he  fell  into  fuch  a  tranfport  of  joy,  as  carried  him 
off:  though  Lucian  differs  from  the  common  report,  and  af- 
firms him  to  have  be  r;  choaked  by  a  grape-ltone,  like  Ana- 
Ludan.  in  creon.  He  died  at  Athens  in  his  90th  year,  as  fome  fay  ;  in 
Idacrob.        jijg  g^th,  according  to  others. 

If  ^fchylus  be  ftiled,  as  he  ufually  has  been,  the  father, 
Sophocles  will  certainly  demand  the  dtle  of  the  mafter,  of 
tragedy  :  fmce  what  the  former  brought  into  the  world,  the 
other  adorned  with  true  fliapes  and  features,  and  all  the  ac- 
complillimenls  and  perfections,  its  nature  was  capable  of. 
Diogenes  Laertius,  when  he  would  give  us  the  higheft  idea 
of  the  advances  Plato  made  in  philofophy,  compares  them  to 
the  improvements  of  Sophocles  in  tragedy.  The  chief  of 
thefe  Mr.  Boileau  has  thus  reckoned  up  and  applauded  : 

Sophocle 
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Sophocle  enfin,  donnant  reflbr  a  fon  genie, 

^  .  o  L'Art  Poetr 

Accrut  encore  la  pompe,  Uc.  ^ji^  2. 

*'  Then  Sophocles  with  happier  genius  ftrove 
"  To  raife  the  mufic,  and  the  pomp  improve  : 
«'  Gave  hisjuft  chorus  in  the  plot  their  fhares, 
"  And  filing  rugged  words  by  niceft  ears, 
"  In  Grecian  grandeur  reach'd  that  envied  height, 
"  Which  Rome  in  vain  afFeds  with  weaker  flight. 

The  chief  reafon  of  Arlftotle's  giving  him  the  preference  to 
Euripides  was,  his  allowing  the  chorus  an  intereft  in  the 
main  a^ion,  fo  as  to  make  the  play  all  of  a  piece,  and  every 
thing  to  conduce  regularly  to  the  main  defign  :  whereas  we 
often  meet  in  Euripides  with  a  rambling  fong  of  the  chorus, 
intirely  independent  of  the  main  bufinefs,  and  as  proper  to 
be  read  on  any  other  fubje6l  or  occafion.  Ariftotle  indeed 
has  given  Euripides  the  honourable  epithet  of  T fayiKuraro^, 
but  it  is  eafy  to  difcover,  that  he  can  mean  only  the  moft  pa- 
thetic :  whereas,  take  him  altogether,  and  he  feems  to  give 
Sophocles  the  precedency  ;  at  leaft  in  the  moft  noble  perfec- 
tions of  manners,  occonomy,  and  flile.  Dionyfius  Halicar- 
nafTenfis,  in  his  art  of  rhetoric,  commends  Sophocles  for 
preferving  the  dignity  of  his  perfons  and  characters  :  whereas 
Euripides,  fays  he,  did  not  fo  much  confult  the  truth  of  his 
manners,  and  their  conformity  to  common  life.  He  gives 
the  preference  to  Sophocles  on  two  other  accounts  :  firft,  be- 
caufe  Sophocles  chofe  the  nobleil  and  moft  generous  affec- 
tions and  manners  to  reprefent,  while  Euripides  employed 
himfelf  in  exprefling  the  more  diftioneft,  abject,    and  efFemi-  * 

nate  paffions  ;  and,   fecondly,  becaufe  the  former  never  fays 
any  thing  but  what  is  exa<5^1y  neceftary,  whereas  the   latter 
frequently  amufes  the  reader  with  oratorical  dedu(5lions.  Tul-   De  Divmat, 
ly  had  the  higheft  opinion  of  Sophocles,  as  appears  from  his  ^^^-  ^• 
calling  him  the  divine  poet :  and  Virgil,   by  his  Sophocles   Eciog.  vlii, 
cothurno,  has  left  a  mark  of  diftinillon,  wiiich  feems  to  de- 
note a  preference  of  Sophocles  to  all  other  writers  of  tragedy. 

Out  of  above  an  hundred  tragedies,  which  Sophocles 
wrote,  only  feven  remain.  They  have  been  frequently  pub- 
liftied,  feparately  and  together ;  with  the  Geeek  Scholia  and 

Vol.  X.  F  f  I^atin 
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Latin  verfions,  and  without.  Two  editions  of  the  whole 
colle^^ion  may  be  mentioned  :  one  by  P.  Stephens  with  the 
Greek  Scholia,  and  the  notes  of  Joachim  :  Camerarius,  and 
his  father  Henry  Stephens,  in  1586,  4to  ;  another  with  a  La- 
tin verfion,  and  all  the  Greek  Scholia,  by  Johnfon,  at  Cam- 
bridge,, in  three  volumes,   8vo. 

SORB  lERE,  (Samuel)  a  French  writer,   was  born 

of  proteftant  parents  in  the  year  1610,  or  1615  ;  for  it  is  not 

Niceron,        ahfolutely  certain  which.     His  father  was  a  tradefman  ;  his 

.^mo^her  Louifa  was   the  fifter  of  the  learned  Samuel  Petit, 

,.  ,the  famous  niinifter  of  Nifmes.     Thefe  dying  when   he  was 

,,  .young,  his  uncle  Petit  took  the  care  of  him,   and  educated 

,.j^,l[»jinp  3S  his^  own  child.     Having  laid   a  proper  foundation  in 

,^  languages  and  polite  literature,  he  went  to  Paris,  where  he 

j^^udicd  divinity  ;  but  being  prefently  difgufted  with  this,  he 

applied  himfelf  to  phyfic,  and  foon  made  fuch  a  progrefs,  as 

,  .to  form  an  abridged  fyftem  for  his  own  ufe,  which  was  after- 

j  ,  wards  printed  ori  one  fheet  of  paper.     He  went  into  Holland 

in  1642,  back  to  France  in  1645,  and  then  again  into  Hol- 

.^.l.and  in  1646  ;, in  which  year  he  married.     He  now  intended 

.to  fit  down  to  the  practice  of  his  profeffion,  and  with  that 

view  went  to  Leyden  ;   but  being  too  volatile  and  inconflant 

.to  flay  long  at  qnce  place,  he  was  fcarce  fettled  at  Leyden, 

when  he  returned  to  France,  and  was  made  principal  of  the 

college  of  Orange  in  1650. 

Li  1653,  he  abjured  the  proteftant  religion,  and  embraced 
the  popifh  J  and  going  to  Paris  in  1654,  publifhed,  according 
to  cuftom,  a  difcourfe  upon  the  motives  of  his  converfion, 
which  he  dedicated  to  cardinal  Mazarine.  He  went  after- 
wards to  Rome,  where  he  made  himfelf  known  to  Alexan- 
der VII,  by  a  Latin  letter  addrefled  to  that  pope;  in  whiich 
.  he  inveighed  againft  the  envious  proteftants,  as  he  called 
them.  Upon  his  return  from  Rome,  he  came  over  to  Eng- 
land ;  and  afterwards  publifhed  in  1664  a  relation  of  his 
I  voyage  hither,  which  brought  upon  him  much  trouble  and 
difgrace.  For,  having  taken  great  and  unwarrantable  liber- 
ties with,  and  jfhewn  much  fpleen  and  fatyrical  humour,  a- 
gainft  a  nation,  with  whom  France, at  that  time  thought  it 
good  policy  to  be  well  with,  he  was  flrlppe'd  of  his  title  of 

hiftorio- 
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hlftonographer  of  France,  which  had  been  given  him  by  th« 
king,  and  fent  for,  fppe  time  into  banifhm^nt.     His  book 

alfo  was  difcountcnanced  and  difcredited  by  a  piece,  pubJifh- 
ed  agaiiift  it  in^  the  very  city  of  Paris  j  while  Sprat,  after- 
wards bifhop  of  Rochefter,  expofed  it  with, much. eloquence 
and  wit  here  at  home.  V^oltaire  has  alfQ  been  very  fevere  . 
upon  this  work  of  the  French  hiftoriographer  :  "  I  would  bi^i<AT, 
"not,  fays  he,  imitate  the  late  Mr.  Sorbiere,  who,  having 
"  ftaid  three  months  in  England,  without  knowing  any  thing 
"  either  of  its  manners  or  of  its  language,  thought  fit  to 
"  print  a  relation,  which  proved  but  a  dull  fcurrilpus  fatyr 
"  upon  a  nation  he  knew  nothing  of"  Preface  to 

Cardinal  Rofpigliofi  being  likely,to  fucceed  Alexander  VII   "^f  ^^^P" 
in  the  papal  chair,  Sorbiere  made  a  fecond  journey  to  Rome.    "  civu  wars 
He  was  known  to  the  cardinal  when  he  was  at  Rome  bt  fore*   !!°^^,?"?* 

\  '    *•  Sec.    pub- 

and  had  fince  pubiiflied  a  colle6tion  of  poems  in  his  praife  ;  hfhed  at 
and  fo  promifed  himfelf  great  things,  upon  his  exaltation  to  London  m 
the  popedpm.  Rofpigliofi  was  made  pope,  and  took  the 
name  of  Clement  IX ;  but  Sorbiere  was  difappointed:  for 
though  the  pope  received  him  kindly,  and  gave  him  good 
words,  yet  he,  gave  him  nothing  more,  except  a  fmall  fum 
to  defray  the  charges  of  his  journey.  He  was  one  of  thofe 
men,  who  could  not  be  cpntent,  and  was  therefore  never 
happy.  He  was  always  complaining  of  the  injuflice  and 
cruelty  of  fortune  ;  and  yet  his  finances  \yere  always  decent, 
and  he  lived  m  tolerable  plenty.  Lewis  XIV,  cardinal  Ma- 
zarine, and  pope  Alexander  Vli,  had  been  benefa(£l:ors  to 
him ;  and  many  were  of  opinion,  that  he  had  as  much  as  he 
deferved.  He  could  not  help  bemoaning  himfelf  even  to 
Clement  IX,  who  contenting  himfelf,  as  we  have  obferyed, 
with  doing  him  fome  little  honours,  without  paying  any  re- 
gard to  his  fortune,  is  faid  to  have  received  this  complaint 
from  him,  "  Moft  holy  father,  you  give  ruffles  to  a  man, 
"  who  is  without  a  fliirt." 

In,  the  mean  time,  it  is  fuppofed  that  Sorbiere's  connexions 
would  have  advanced  him  higher  in  the  church,  if  he  had 
been  rightly  turned  for  it.  But  he  was  not  of  a  true  ec- 
clefiaftical  make,  but  more  of  a  philofop.her  than  a  divine. 
He  revered  the  memory  of  fuch  writers  as  Rabelais,  whom 
he  made  his  conftant  fludy  :  Montaigne  and  Charron  were 
F  f  2  heroes 
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heroes  with  him,  nor  would  he  fufFer  them  to  be  ill  fpoken 
of  in  his  prefence:  and  he  had  a  known  attachment  to  the 
principles  and  perfon  of  GafTendus,  whofe  life,  prefixed  to 
his  works,  was  written  by  Mr.  Sorbiere.  Thefe  connexions 
and  attachments  made  him  fufpeiled  to  be  not  very  found  in 
the  faith,  but  rather  fceptical,  at  the  bottom  ;  and  this  fufpi* 
cion  was  probably  fome  check  upon  his  rifing  :  for  otherwife, 
although  a  man  of  levity  and  vanity,  he  was  not  deftitute  of 
good  qualities  and  accompliQiments.  He  was  very  well  (kill- 
ed in  languages  and  all  polite  literature,  and  had  fome  know- 
ledge in  many  fciences  ;  and  he  is  faid  to  have  had  no  remark- 
able blemifh  upon  his  charadler,  although  a  little  addided  to 
pleafures.     Fie  died  of  a  dropfy  the  9th  of  April  1670. 

Though  his  name  is  fo  well  known  in  the  literary  world, 
yet  it  is  not  owing  to  any  produ6iions  of  his  own,  but  rather 
to  the  connexions  he  fought,  and  the  correfpondencies  he 
held  with  men  of  learning.  He  was  not  the  author  of  any 
confiderable  work,  although  there  are  more  than  twenty  pub- 
lications of  his  of  the  fmall  kind.  Some  have  been  mentioned 
in  the  courfe  of  this  memoir,  and  there  are  others  ;  as,  let- 
tres  &  difcours  fur  diverfes  matieres  curieufes,  Paris  1660, 
4to  :  Difcours  fur  la  Comete,  written  upon  GafTendi's  prin- 
ciples againft  comets  being  portents,  1655  :  Difcours  fur  la 
transfufion  de  fang  d'un  animal  dans  le  corps  d'une  homme, 
written  at  Rome  :  Difcours  fceptique  fur  le  paflage  du  chyle 
&  fur  le  mouvement  du  cceur.  Guy  Patin  fays,  in  one  of 
his  letters,  that  this  laft  work  is  full  of  faults,  and  that  the 
author  knew  nothing  of  the  fubje£l  he  treated  of  :  which 
may  be  in  fome  meafure  true,  for  he  does  not  appear  to  have 
troubled  himfelf  long  about  phyfic.  He  publifhed  in  1669  at 
Paris,  Epiftolas  illuftrium  &  eruditorum  virorum  ;  among 
which  are  fome  of  Clement  IXth's  letters  to  him,  while  that 
pope  was  yet  cardinal.  This  publication  was  thought  impro- 
per, and  imputed  to  his  vanity.  He  tranfiated  fome  of  our 
Englifh  authors  into  French :  as  More's '  Utopia,  fome  of 
Hobbes's  works,  and  part  of  Camden's  Britannia.  He  cor- 
refponded  with  Hobbes  ;  and  there  goes  a  ftory  of  his  ma- 
nagement in  this  correfpoiidence,  which  fuppofing  it  true 
fhews,  that  although  he  might  be  no  great  man  himfelf,  yet 
he  was  not  deftitute  of  thofe  arts,  which  have  made  little 

men 


I 


SOUTH.  437 

men  fometlmes  pafs  a  while  for  great.  Hobbes  ufed  to  write 
to  Sorbiere  on  philofophical  fubjc6b  ;  and  thofe  letters,  being 
Tent  by  him  to  Gaflendi,  feemed  (o  worthy  of  notice  to  that 
great  man,  that  he  fet  hlmfelf  to  write  proper  anfwers  to 
them.  GalTendi's  anl'wers  were  fent  as  his  own  by  Sorbiere 
to  Hobbes,  who  thought  himfclf  happy  in  thq  correfpondence 
of  fo  profound  a  philofopher  :  but  at  length  the  artifice  being 
difcovered,  Sorbiere  did  not  come  off  with  the  honour,  he 
had  propofed  to  himfelf. 

I  omit  mentioning  other  minute  performances  of  Sorbiere, 
as  being  of  no  confecjuence  at  all.  There  is  a  Sorberiana, 
which  is  as  good  as  many  other  of  the  Ana  5  that  is,  good 
for  nothing. 

SOUTH  (Dr.  Robert)   an    Englifh  divine   of  great 
parts  and  learning,  was  the  Ion  of  a  merchant  in   London, 
and  born  at  Hackney  in  iMiddlefex  1633.     He  was  educated    Wood's  A- 
in  Weftminfter-fchool  under  Dr.  Bufby,  where  he  acquired   yli'n^l^' 
an  uncommon  fhare  of  grammatical  and   philological  learn-    io4i.edit. 
ing,  but  "  more,  fays  Mr.  Wood,  of  impudence  and  fauci-   po^humous 
"  nefs  ";  and  being  a  king's  fcholar,  was  in  1651   eletSted   works  of 
thence  ftudent  of  Chrift-Church  in  Oxford.     Ha  took  a  ba-    ^;;,h,°with 
chelor  of  arts  degree  in  1654;    and  the   fame  year  wrote  a  memoirs  of 
copy  of  Latin  verfes,  to  congratulate  the  protestor  Cromwell   ^^^      * 
upon   the   ptace  concluded    with   the  Dutch.     They   were 
publij[hed  m  a  colledion  of  poems  by  the  univerfity.     The 
year  after,  he  publillied   another  Latin  poem,   intilled,  Mu- 
fica  Incantans  :   five,  Poema  exprimens  Muficae  vires  juve- 
nem  in   infaniam  adigentis,  &i,  Mufici  inde  periculum.     In 
1657,  he  took  a  mafter  of  arts  degree;  and  became  by  vir- 
tue of  his  abilities  and  attainments  an  illuftrious  member  of 
his  fociety.     He  preached   frequently,    and  (as  Mr.  Wood 
thinks)  without  any  orders  :  he  appeared  at  St.  Mary's  the 
great  champion  for  Calvinifm  againft  Socinianifm  and  Armi- 
nianifm  ;    and  his  behaviour  was  fuch,   and  his  parts  efteem- 
ed  fo  exceedingly  ufeful  and  ferviceable,  that  the  beads  of 
that  party  were  confidering  how  t^o  give  proper  encourage- 
ment  and   proportionable  preferment  to  fo  hopeful  a  con- 
vert.    In  the  mean  time  the  protestor  Cromwell  died  ,  and 
then  the  prefbyterians  prevailing  over  the  independents.  South 
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Tided  with  them.  He  began  to  contemn,  and  in  a  manner 
to  defy  the  dean  of  his  college  Dr.  Owen,  who  was  rec- 
koned the  head  of  the  independent  party;  upon  which  the 
d66lor  plainly  told  him,  that"  he  was  one  who  "  fate  in  the 
"feat  of  the  fcornful  "  The  author  of  tlie  memoirs  of 
South's  life  tells  us,  that  he  was  admitted  into  holy  orders, 
according  to  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land in  1658.  In  July  1659,  ^^  preached  the  affize-fermon 
at  <  >xford,  in  which  he  inveighed  vehemently  againft  the 
ind-pendents  ;  and  by  this  greatly  pleafed  the  prefbyterians, 
who  thereupon  made  him  their  acknowledgments.  In  the 
latter  end  of  tne  fame  year,  when  it  was  vifible  that  the 
king  would  be  reftored,  he  was  fomewhat  at  a  ftand,  yet  was 
ftill  reckoned  a  member  of  the  fanatic  ordinary,  as  Mr. 
Wood  exprt  ffes  it ;  but  when  his  majefty's  reftoration  could 
not  be  withitood,  then  he  began  to  exercife  his  pulpit-ta- 
lents, which  were  very  great,  as  much  againft  the  prefbyte- 
rians, as  he  hacf  done  before  againft  the  Independents,  Such 
was  tne  conduct  and  behaviour  of  this  celebrated  divine  in 
the  earlier  part  of  his  life,  as  it  is  defcribed  by  his  contem- 
temporary  in  the  univerfity  Mr.  Anthony  Wood  ;  and  if  Mr. 
Wood  was  not  unreafonably  prejudiced  againft  him,  he  was 
doubtlefs  no  fmall  time-ferver,  who  knew  no  better  ufe  of 
the  great  abilities  God  had  given  him,  than  to  make  himfelf 
well  with  thofe,   who  could  reward  him  beft. 

He  feems  to  have  proceeded  as  he  had  begun  :  that  is,  he 
puftied  himfelf  on  by  an  extraordinary  zeal  for  the  powers 
that  were,  and  he  did  not  fucceed  amifs.  Auguft  the  loth, 
1660,  he  was  chofen  public  orator  of  the  univerfity  ;  and  at 
the  fame  time  "  tugged  hard,  fays  Mr.  Wood,  fuch  was  the 
*'  high  conceit  of  his  worth,  to  be  canon  of  Chrift-Church, 
<«  as  belonging  to  that  office  ;  but  was  kept  back  by  the  en- 
"  deavours  of  the  dean.  This  was  a  great  difcontent  to 
*'  him  ;  and  not  being  able  to  conceal  it,  he  clamoured  at  it, 
''  and  fhewed  much  paffion  in  his  fermons  till  he  could  get 
"  preferment,  which  made  them  therefore  frequented  by  the 
**  generality,  though  they  were  fhunned  by  fome.  This  per- 
*'  fon,  though  he  was  a  junior  mafter,  and  had  never  fuffer- 
"  ed  for  the  royal  caufe,  yet  fo  great  was  his  conceit,  or  fo 
*'  blinded  he  was  with  ambitioil,  that  he  thought  he  could 
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*•  never  be  enough  loaded  with  preferment;  while  others, 
"  who  had  fufFered  much,  and  had  been  reduced  to  a  bit  of 
"  bread  for  his  majefty's  caufe,  could  get  nothing."  South's 
talents  however  might  be  of  ufe,  and  were  not  to  be  negle£l:ed; 
and  thefc,  together  with  his  flaming  zeal,  which  he  was  ever 
ready  to  exert  on  all  occafions,  recommended  him  effectually 
to  notice  and  preferment.  In  1661,  he  became  domeftic 
chaplain  to  lord  Clarendon,  chancellor  of  England,  and  of' the 
univerfity  of  Oxford  ;  and  in  March  1663,  was  rnftalled  pre- 
bendary of  Weftminfler.  06lober  the  i ft  following,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  degree  of  do6tor  in'divinity ;  but  this,^  as  Mr. 
Wood  relates,  not  without  fome  commotion  in  the  univerfity. 
Letters  were  fent  by  lord  Clarendon,  in  behalf  of  his  chiplain 
South,  who  was  therein  recommended  to  the  do6toj^ate  :  but 
fome  were  fo  ofFended,  on  account  of  certain  prejudices  againft 
South,  whom  they  looked  upon  as  a  mere  time  ferver,  that 
they  ftifly  denied  the  paffing  of  thefe  letters  in  convocation.  A 
tum.ult  arofe,  and  they  proceeded  to  a  fcrutiny ;  after  which 
the  lenior  proiflor  Nathaniel  Crew,  fellow  of  Lincoln  College, 
and  afterwards  bifhcp  of  Durham,  did  ("  according  to  his 
"  ufual  perfidy,  which,  fays  Mr.  Wood,  he  frequently  exer- 
"  cifed  iii  his  office  •,  for  he  was  born  and  bred  a  prefbyterian") 
pironounce  him  pafTed  by  the  major  part  of  the  houfe  ;  ia  con- 
fequence  of  which,  by  the  double  prefentation  of  Dr.  John 
Wallis,  favilian  profeifor  of  geometry,  he  was  firft  admitted 
bachelor,  then  do6lor  of  divinity. 

Afterwards  he  had  a  fine-cure  in  Wales,  beftowed  upon  him 
by  his  patron  the  earl  of  Clarendon  ;  and  at  that  earl's  retire- 
ment into  France  in  1667,  became  chaplain  to  James  duke  of 
York.  In  1670,  he  was  made  canon  of  Chrift-Church  in 
Oxford.  In  1676,  he  attended  as  chaplain  Laurence  Hyde, 
efq;  ambaifador  extraordinary  to  the  king  of  Poland  ;  of  which 
journey  he  gave  an  account,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Edward  Pocock, 
dated  from  Dantzickthe  i6th  of  December  1677  :  which  let- 
ter is  printed  in  the  *••  Memoirs  of  his  Life."  In  1678,  he 
was  nominated'by  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Weftminfter  to  the 
re6tory  of  Iflip  in  OxfordQiire;  and  in  i68o  rebuilt  the  chan- 
cel of  that  church,  as  he  did  afterwards  the  redlory-houfe. 
Mr.  Wood  has  obferved,  in  April  1694,  that,  notwithftarid- 
ing  his  various  preferments,  he  lived  upon  none  of  them  , 
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but  upon  his  temporal  eftate  at  Caverlham  near  Reading,  and, 
as  the  people  of  Oxford  imagined,  in  a  difcontented  and  cla- 
morous condition  for  want  of  more.  They  were  mift^iken, 
however,  if  the  author  of  the  ''  Memoirs  of  his  Life"  is  to 

^  be  depended  on  ;  who  tells  us,  how  he  refufed  feveral  offers 

of  bilhoprics,  as  likewife  that  of  an  archbifhopric  in  Ireland, 
which  was  made  him  in  the  beginning  of  king  James  lid's 
reign  by  his  patron  the  earl  of  Rochefter,  then  lord  lieutenant 
of  that  kingdom.  But  this  was  only  rumour  ;  and  there  is 
little  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  it  had  any  foundation.  South's 
nature  and  temper  was  violent,  domineering,  and  intractable 
to  the  laft  degree  ;  and  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  his  pa- 
trons might  not  think  it  expedient  to  raife  him  higher,  and 
by  that  means  invert  him  with  more  power,  than  he  was 
likely  to  ufe  with  difcretion.  There  is  a  particular  recorded, 
which  fhews,  that  they  were  no  ftrangers  to  his  nature. 
The  earl  of  Rochefter,  being  follicited  by  king  James  11,  to 
change  his  religion,  agreed  to  be  prefent  at  a  dlfpute  between 
two  divines  of  the  church  of  England,  and  two  of  the  church 
of  Rome  ;  and  to  abide  by  the  refult  of  it.  The  king  nomi- 
nated two  for  the  popilh  fide,  the  earl  two  for  the  proteftant, 
one  of  whom  was  South  ;  to  whom  the  king  objedted,  faying;, 
that  he  could  not  a^ree  to  the  choice  of  South,  who  inftead 
of  arguments  would  bring  railing  accufations,  and  had  not 
temper  to  go  through  a  difpute,  that  required  the  greateft  at- 
tention and  calmnefs  :  upon  which  Dr.  Patrick,  then  dean  of 
Peterborough,  and  minifter  of  St.  Paul's  Covent  Garden, 
was  chofen  in  his  ftead. 

After  the  revolution,  he  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  their 
majefties ;  though  he  is  faid  to  have  excufed  himfelf  from  ac- 
cepting a  great  dignity  in  the  church,  vacated  by  a  refufal  of 
thofe  oaths.  In  1693,  he  publiflied  "  Animadverfions  on  • 
"  Dr.  Sherlock's  book,  intitled,  A  vindication  of  the  Holy  and 
*'  ever  Blejfed  Trinity^  &c.  together  with  a  more  necefTary 
"  vindication  of  that  facred  and  prime  article  of  the  Chriftian 
*'  Faith  from  his  new  notions  and  falfe  explications  of  it: 
*'  humbly  offered  to  his  admirers,  and  to  himfelf  the  chief  of 
*'  them."  1693,  4to.  Dr.  Sherlock  having  publilhed  in  1694. 
a  Defence  of  himfelf  againft  thefe  Animadverfions,  South  re- 
plied in  a  book  intitled,  "  Tritheifm  charged  upon  Dr.  Sher- 
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*^  lock's  new  notion  of  the  Trinity,  and  the  charge  made  good 
"  in  an  anfwer  to  the  defence,  &c."  This  was  a  moft  ter- 
rible war,  and  great  men  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  each  ;  though 
the  caufe  of  each,  as  is  curious  to  obfervc,  was  not  the  caufe 
of  orthodoxy,  which  lay  between  them  both  :  for  if  Sherlock 
ran  into  tritheifm,  and  made  three  fubftances  as  well  as  three 
perfons  of  the  Godhead,  South  on  the  other  hand  leaned  to  the 
herefy  of  Sabelllus,  whicii,  deftroying  the  triple  perfonage^ 
fuppofed  only  one  fubftance  with  three  modes  as  it  were. 
Neverthelefs,  the  vidlory  was  adjudged  to  Dr.  South  in  an  ex- 
traordinary manner  at  Oxford  :  for  Mr.  Bingham  of  Univer- 
fity  College,  having  fallen  in  with  Dr.  Sherlock's  notions, 
and  ailerted  in  a  fermon  before  the  univerfity,  that  "  there 
"  were  three  infinite  diftin6t  minds  and  fubftances  in  the 
"Trinity,  and  alfo  that  the  three  perfons  In  the  Trinity  are 
*'  three  diftin6t  minds  or  fplrits,  and  three  individual  fubftan- 
"  ces,"  was  cenfured  by  a  folemn  decree  there  in  convoca- 
tion :  wherein  they  judge,  declare,  and  determine  the  aforefaid 
words,  lately  delivered  in  the  faid  fermon,  to  be  "  falfe,  im- 
"  pious,  heretical,  and  contrary  to  the  dodrine  of  the  church 
*'  of  England."  But  this  decree  rather  irritated  the  parties, 
than  compofed  the  differences :  whereupon  the  king  interpo- 
fed  his  authority,  by  directions  to  the  archbifliops  and  bifhops, 
that  no  preacher  whatfoever  in  his  fermon  or  ledure  fhould 
prefume  to  preach  any  other  do6lrine  concerning  the  blefled 
Trinity,  than  what  was  contained  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and 
was  agreable  to  the  three  Creeds  and  thirty  nine  Articles  of 
Religion.  This  put  an  end  to  the  contrnverfy  ;  though  not 
till  after  both  the  difputants,  together  with  Dr.  Thomas  Bur- 
net, mafter  of  the  Charter- Houfe,  had  been  ridiculed  in  a 
ballad,  called  '=  The  Battle  Royal."  Dr.  Burnet  about  the. 
fame  time  had  ridiculed,  in  his  Archasologiae  Philofophicae, 
the  literal  account  of  the  Creation  and  f'ali  of  Man,  as  it 
ftands  in  the  beginning  of  Genefis ;  and  this,  being  then 
thought  very  heterodox  and  prophane,  as  indeed  it  generally  is 
now,  expofed  him  to  the  lafli  upon  the  prefcnt  occafion.  The 
ballad  is  very  fmart  and  witty  ;  and  fhall  therefore  have  a  place 
at  the  end  of  this  memoir. 

During  the  greateft  part  of  queen  Anne's  reign.  South  was 
in  a  ftate  of  inactivity  5  and  the  infirmities  of  old  age  growing 
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faft  upon  him,  he  performed  veiy  little  of  the  duty  of  his  mi- 
nifterial  fun£lion,  otherwife  than  by, attending  divine  feryice 
at  Weftminfter-Abbey.     Neverthelefs,   when  there  was  any 
alarm  about  the  church's  danger,  as  in  thofe  days  alarms  of 
that.fort  were  frequent,  npne  {hewed  greater  activity  ;  nor  had 
Sachcverell  in  17 lo  a  more  ftrermous   advocate.      He   had 
from  time  to  time  given  his  Sermons  to  the  public  ;  and,   in 
1715,  he  pubhihed  afourth  volume,   which  he  dedicated  to 
the  right  honorable  William  Bromley,  efq;  fometime  fpeaker 
of  the  honorable  houfe  of  commons,  and  after  that  principal 
fecretary  of  ftate  to  her  majefty  queen  Anne,  of  ever   blefted 
memory.     He  died  very  old,  the  8th  of  July  1716  ;  and  v/as 
interred  in  Weftminfter  Abbey,  where  a  monument  is  creeled 
to  him,  with  an  infcription  upon  it.     He  was  a  man  of  very 
uncommon  abilities  and  attainments  ;   of  judgment,   wit,  and 
learning  equally  great.     There  is  as  much  wit  in  his  fermons, 
as  there    is  good   fenfe   and    learning,   well   combined   and 
ftrongly  fet  forth  :   and  there  is  yet  more  ill-humor,  fpleen, 
andfatire.     However  admirable,  there  was  certainly  nothing 
amiable  in  his  nature  :  for  it  is  doing  him  no  injuftice  to  fay, 
that  he  was  four,  morofe,  peevifh,  quarrelfome,  intolerant,  and 
unforgiving  ;  and  had  not  his  zeal  for  religion  covered  a  multi- 
tude of  moral  imperfections,  all  his  parts  and   learning  could 
not  have  fcreened  him  from  the  imputation  of  being  but  an  in- 
different kind  of  man. 

His  fermons  have  been  often  printed  in  fix  volumes,  8vo. 
In  17 17  his  Opera  Pofthuma  Latina,  confifting  of  Orations 
and  Poems  ;  and  his  "  Pofthumous  Works"  in  Englidi,  con- 
taining three  Sermons,  an  account  of  his  Travels  into  Poland, 
Memoirs  of  his  Life,  and  a  Copy  of  his  Will  j  were  publilhed 
in  two  detached  volumes,  in  8vo. 

The    Battle   Royal.     A  Ballad. 
The  Tune  :   A  Soldier  and  a  Sailor. 

L 

A  Dean  and  Prebendary 
Had  once  a  new  vagary, 

And 


SOUTH.  441 

And  were  at  doubtful  ftrife.  Sir, 
Who  led  the  better  life.  Sir, 

And  was  the  better  man. 

And  was  the  better  man. 

II. 
The  Dean  he  faid  that  truly. 
Since  Bluff  was   fo  unruly. 
He'd  prove  it  to  his  face,  Sir, 
That  he  had  the  moft  grace,  Sir,  ; 

And  fo  the  fight  began,  &c. 

III. 

WhenPREB  replied  like  thunder. 
And  roared  out  'twas  no  wonder. 
Since  Gods  the  Dean  had  three.  Sir. 
And  more  by  two  than  he.  Sir, 

For  he  had  got  but  one,  &g. 

IV. 

Now  while  thefe  two  were  raging, 
And  in  difputes  engaging. 
The  Mafter  of  the  Charter 
Said  both  had  caught  a  Tartar, 

For  Gods,  Sir,  there  were  none,  he, 

V. 

That  all  the  books  of  Mofes 
Were  nothing  but  fuppofes  ; 
That  he  deferv'd  rebuke.  Sir, 
Who  wrote  the  Pentateuch,  Sir, 

'Twas  nothing  but  a  fham,  &c. 

VI. 

That  as  for  father  Adam, 
With  Mrs.  Eve  his  madam. 
And  what  the  ferpent  fpoke.  Sir, 
'Twas  nothing  but  a  joke.  Sir, 

And  well  invented  flam,  &c. 

VII. 
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VII. 

Thus  In  this  Battle  Royal, 

As  none  would  take  denial. 

The  Dame  for  which  they  ftrove.  Sir, 

Could  neither  of  them  love,  Sir, 

Since  all  had  given  offence,  &c. 

VIII. 
*  "  She  therefore  flily  waiting 

Left  all  three  fools  a  prating, 
And  being  in  a  fright.  Sir, 
Religion  took  her  flight,  Sir, 

And  ne*er  was  heard  of  fince. 
And  ne'er  was  heard  of  fmce, 

SOUTHERN    (Thomas)    an   Englifli    dramatic 

writer,  was  the  fon  of  George  Southern  of  Stratford   upon 

Wood^s  A-    Avon  in  Warwicklhire,  and  born  about  the  year  1662.     He 

^ol.  II.  edit,    became  a  member  of  Pembroke  College  in  Oxford  in  1680  ; 

1721.  and  after  having  taken  one  degree  in  arts    in  1683,   w^nt  to 

London,   where  he  fet  up  for  a  poet,  and  wrote  a  tragedy, 

called   "  The  Loyal  Brother,  or  the  Perfian  Prince,'*  adted 

and  publifhed  in  1682.     This  is  Mr.   Wood's  account,   but 

certainly  erroneous :  for  here  he  is  made  to  publifli  a  play 

after  his  fettlement  in  London,  though  by  the  very  date  of  its 

publication,  it  rnufl  have  been  written  fome  time  before  he 

left  Oxford. 

Another  writer,  and  one  who,  though  of  no  great  authority. 
Gibber's        Y^^  was   probably  better  acquainted  with  his   hiftory,  gives 
Lives  of  the   this  account  of  him.     Mr.  Southern,  fays  he,   was   born    at 
Dublin  on  the  year  of  the  reftoration  ;  and  was  early  educated 
at  the  univerfity  there.    In  the  i8th  year  of  his  age  he  quitted 
Ireland,  and  probably  went  to  Oxford,  though   this   writer 
makes  no  mention  of  it ;   from  whence  he  removed  to  the 
Middle-Temple,  London,  where  he  devoted  himfelf  to  play- 
writing  and  poetry,  inftead  of  the  law.    His  ''  Perfian  Prince, 
*'  or  Loyal  Brother,"  in  1682,   was  introduced  at  a  time, 
when  the  Tory  intereft  was  triumphant  in  England  ;  and  the 
character  of  the  Loyal  Brother  was  no  doubt  intended  to  com- 
pliment 
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pliment  James,  duke  of  York,  who  afterwards  rewarded  him 
for  his  fervice :  for  after  his  acceflion  to  the  throne.  Mr. 
Southern  went  into  the  army,  and  ferved  in  the  commiflion  of 
captain  under  the  king  himfelf,  when  about  to  oppofe  the 
prince  of  Orange's  coming  into  England.  This  affair  being 
over,  he  retired  to  his  ftudies  ;  and  wrote  feveral  plays,  from 
which  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  drawn  a  very  handfome  fubfift- 
ance.  In  the  preface  to  his  tragedy,  called  "  The  Spartan 
*'  dame,"  he  acknowledges,  that  he  received  from  the  book- 
fellers  as  a  price  for  this  play  150I.  which  was  thought  in 
1721,  the  time  of  its  being  publiflied,  very  extraordinary. 
He  was  the  firft,  who  raifed  the  advantage  of  play-writing  to 
a  fecond  and  third  night  -,  which  Mr.  Pope  mentions  in  the 
following  manner  : 

Southern  born  to  raife 


445 


The  price  of  prologues  and  of  plays. 

The  reputation,  which  Mr.  Dryden  gained  by  the  many 
prologues  he  wrote,  made  the  players  always  follicitous  to 
have  one  of  his,  as  being  fure  to  be  well  received  by  the  pub- 
lic. Dryden's  price  for  a  prologue  had  ufually  been  five 
guineas,  with  which  fum  Mr.  Southern  once  prefentcd  him ; 
when  Dry6en  returning  the  money  faid,  "  Young  man,  this 
''  is  too  little,  I  muft  have  ten  guineas.  Southern  anfwered 
upon  this,  that  five  had  been  his  ufual  price :  "  yes,  fays 
"  Dryden,  it  has  been  fo,  but  the  players  have  hitherto  had 
*'  my  labours  too  cheap ;  for  the  future  I  muft  have  ten  gui- 
*'  neas.*'  Southern  alfo  was  induftrious  to  draw  all  imagina- 
ble profits  from  his  poetical  labours.  Dryden  once  took 
occafion  to  afk  him,  how  much  he  got  by  one  of  his  plays  ; 
to  whom  Southern  replied,  after  owning  himfelf  afhamed  to 
tell  him,  700 1.  which  aftoni{hed  Dryden,  as  it  was  more  by 
600!.  than  he  himfelf  had  ever  got  by  his  moft  fuccefsful 
plays.  But  the  fecret,  we  are  told,  is,  that  Southern  was  no* 
beneath  the  drudgery  of  follicitation,  and  often  fold  his  tickets 
at  a  very  high  price,  by  making  applications  to  perfons  of  qua- 
lity and  diftindlion  :  a  degree  of  fervility,  which  perhaps  Dry- 
den might  think  much  below  the  dignity  of  a  poet;  and  more 
in  the  charadler  of  an  under-player.     Dryden  entertained  a 

high 
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high  opinion.of  Southern's  abilities  ;  and  prefixed  a  copy  of 
verfes  to.  a  comedy  of  his,  called  "  The  Wife's  Excufe,'* 
aded  inthe  year  1692.  The  night,  that  Southern's  'Vlnno- 
**  cent  Adultery"  was  firft  a6ted,  which  is  perhaps  the.moft 
moving  play  in  any  language,   a  gentleman  took  occafion  to 

.  afk  Dryden,'what  was  his  opinion  of  Southern's  genius  ?  who 
replied,  «<  thatihe  thought  him  fuch  another  poet  as  Otway." 

(The  molt  firtifhed  of  all  his  plays  is  "  Oroonoko,  or  the 
'f  Royal  Slave  :''  which  drama  is  built  upon  4  true  ftory,   re- 

;  lated  by  Mrs;  Behn  in  a  novel.  Befides  the  tender  and  deli- 
cate ftrokes  of  pafHon  in  thliS  play,  there   are :  many  fhioing 

(  and  manly  fentiments  ;  and  fome  have  been  of  opinion^  that 
the  moft  celebrated  of  even  Shakefpear's  plays  cannot  furnifli 
out  fo  many  ftriking  thoughts,  and  fuch  a  glow  of  animated 
poetry. 

Mr.  Southern  died  the  26th  of  May  in  1746,  aged  85  years 
and  upwards.  He  lived  the  laft  ten  years  of  his  life  in  Weft- 
minfter,  and  attended  the  abbey  fervice  very  conftantly ;  be- 
ing, as  is  faid,  particularly  fond- of  church  mufic-  ,  His  plays 

(are  in  two  volumes,  i2mo. 

SOZOMENUS  (Hermias)  an  ecclefia/lical  hifto- 
rian  of  the  fifth  century*  was  of  a  good  family  ;  and  born  at 
Fabridi  Bethelia,  a  town  of  Paleftine.  After  being  liberally  educated, 
Kb'^v^^c^A.*  he  ftudied  the  law  at  Berytus  in  Phoenicia  ;  and  then,  going 
— Tilie-  to  Conftanttnople,  became  a  pleader  at  the  bar.  ,  Afterwards 
Rn°c?ve  ^^  applied  himfelfto  the  writing  of  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory  ;  and 
&c.  firft  drew  up  a  compendium  of  it  in  two  books,   frdm  the  af- 

cenfion  of  Chrift  to  the  year  323  :  but  this  is  loft.  '  Then  he 
continued  his  hiftory  in  a  more  circumftantiai  and  clofer  man- 
ner to  the  ye^r  440  ;  and  this  is  extant.     He  hath  many  par- 
ticulars relating  to  him   in  common  with  the  ecclefiaftical 
biftorian  Socrates  :  he  lived  at  the  fame  time,  was  of  the  fame 
profeffion,  undertook  a  work  of  the  fame  nature,   ?nd   com- 
prifed  it  within  the  fame  perioJ  :   for   his  hiftory  ends,    as  it 
nearly  begins,  at  the  fame  point  with  that  of  Socrates.     His 
_    .  ,         ftile  is  more  florid  and  elecrant,  than  Socrates's  :   but  he  is  by 
Eccief.  Re-  no  mcans  fo  judicious  an  author.     Being  of  a  family,-  which 
marks,  vol.  ^^^  exccffively  admired  the  monks,  and   himfelf  educated  at 

the 
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the  feet  of  thefe  Gamaliels,  he  contra6ted  a  fuperftitious  ind 
triflins;  turn  of  mind,  and  an  amazing  credulity  for  monkifli 
miracles;  he  fpeaks  of  the  benefit,  which  himfelf  had  re-  HIft.Lib.If. 
ceived  from  the  intercefTion  of  Michael  the  Archangel.  He 
gives  an  high  commendation  of  a  monaftic  life,  and  enlarges 
very  much  upon  the  actions  and  manners  of  thofe  reel ufes  : 
and 'this  is  all  that  he  hath  added  to  the  Hiftory  of  Socrates, 
who  it  is  univerfally  agreed  wrote  firft,  and  whom  he  every 
where  vifibly  copies. 

His  hiftory  has  been  tranflated  and  publiflied  by  Valefius   See  EUSl- 
with  Eufebius,  and  the  other  ecclefiaftical  hiftorians ;  and  re-    SOCRA- 
publifhed,  with  additional  notes  by  Reading,  at  London  1720,    TES. 
in  three  volumes,  folio. 


SPANHEIM  (Frederic)  profeflbr  of  divinity  at  Ley- 
den,  and  a  man  of  g'eat  merit,  was  borii  at  Amberg  in  the 
Upper  Palatinate,  the  ifl  of  January  1600,  of  a  good  family.  Bayle'sDia:. 
His  father  Wigand  Spanheim,'do6tor  of  divinity,  was  a  very  Nkeron"" 
learned  man,  and  ecclefiaftical  counfellor  to  the  eletSlor  pala-  torn.  xxix. 
tine  :  he  died  in  1620,  holding  in  his  hand  a  letter  from*  his 
fon,  which  had  made  him  weep  for  joy.  ,  Frederic  was  edu- 
cated with  great  care  under  the  infpeftion  of  his  father  ;  and 
having  ftudied  in  the  college  of  Amberg  till  161 3,  was  fent 
the  next  year  to  the  univerfity  of  Heidelberg,  which  Hvas  then 
in  a  very  floriOiing  condition.  He  made  fo  great  a  progrefs 
there  both  in  the  languages  and  in  phiiofophy,  that  it  was  ea- 
fily  perceived  he  would  one'  day  become  a  great  man.  He  re- 
turned to  his  father*s  houfe  in  16 19,  and  was  feht  foon  after  to 
Geneva  toftudy  divinity  there.  In  1621,  after  the  death  of 
his  father,  he  went  into  Dauphine;  and  lived  three  years  with 
the  governor  of  Ambruri,  in  the  quality  of  a  tiitor.  Then 
he  returned  to  Geneva^  arid  went  afterwards  to  Paris  ;' where  - 
he  met  with  a  kind  relation,  Samuel  Durant,  who  was  mifiitler 
of  Charenton.  Durant  difiuaded  Spanheim'  from  accepting 
the  profeflbrftiip  of  phiiofophy  at  Laufanne',  which  the  ma- 
giftrates  of  Berne  then  oft'e red  him. 

In  April  1625,  ^^  rnade  a  voyage  of  four  months  to  Eng- 
land, and  was  at  Oxford  ;  but  being  driven  from  thence  by  the 
plague,  he' returned  to  Paris,  and  was  prefent  at  the  death  of 

his 
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his  relation  Durant,  who  having  a  great  kindnefs  for  him, 
left  him  his  whole  library.  He  had  learned  Latin  and  Greek 
in  hisovv^n  country,  French  at  Geneva,  Englifh  at  Oxford  ; 
and  what  time  he  now  fpent  at  Paris,  was  employed  in  ac- 
quiring the  oriental  tongues.  In  1627,  he  difputed  at  Gene- 
va for  a  pi^cfefTorlhip  of  philofophy,  and  carried  it  ;  and  about 
the  fame  time  married  a  lady,  originally  of  Poitou,  who 
reckoned  among  her  anceftors  the  famous  Budjeus  He  was 
admitted  a  mimller  fome  time  after  ;  and  in  16  ji,  fucceeded 
to  the  chair  of  divinity,  which  BenedicSl  Turretin  had  left  va- 
cant. He  acquitted  himfelf  of  his  functions  as  an  able  and 
withal  an  indefatigable  man  ,  (o  that  his  reputation  being 
fpread  abroad  on  every  fide,  feveral  univerfities  would  have 
had  him  :  but  that  of  Leyden  prevailed,  after  the  utmoft  en- 
deavours had  been  ufed  to  keep  him  at  Geneva.  He  left  Ge- 
neva in  1642  ;  and  taking  a  do£i:or  of  divinity's  degree  at  Bi- 
fil,  that  he  might  conform  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country  he 
was  going  to,  he  arrived  at  Leyden  the  3d  of  Oflober  that 
year.  He  not  only  fupported,  but  even  increafed  the  reputa- 
tion he  had  brought  with  him  ;  but  he  lived  only  to  enjoy  it, 
till  May  1649.  His  great  labors  (hortened  his  days.  His 
academical  ledtures  and  difputations,  his  preaching,  (for  he  was 
minifter  of  the  Walloon  church  at  Leyden)  the  books  he 
wrote,  and  many  domeftic  cares,  did  not  hinder  him  from 
keeping  up  a  great  literary  correfpondence.  Befides  this  he 
was  r)bliged  to  pay  many  vifits  :  he  vifited  the  queen  of  Bohe- 
mia, and  the  prince  of  Orange  ;  and  was  in  great  efteem  at 
thofe  two  courts.  Queen  Chriftina  did  him  the  honor  to 
write  to  him  ;  in  order  to  let  him  know,  how  much  (he  ef- 
teemed  him,  and  what  pleafure  (he  took  in  reading  his 
works.  Neverthelefs,  though  he  gave  many  fpecimens 
of  abilities  and  learning,  he  cannot  be  faid  to  have  compofed 
any  work  of  importance  ;  and  perhaps  the  republic  of  letters 
has  been  more  obliged  to  him  for  two  fons  that  he  left, 
than  for  any  thing  which  he  himfelf  wrote.  He  was  the 
author  of  fome  things  in  the  hiftorical  as  well  as  theolo- 
gical way. 

SPANHEIM 
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SPANHEIM  (Ezekiel)   a  very  learned  writer,  as 
well  as  excellent  ftatefman,  was   the  eldeft  fon  of  Frederic 
Spanheim  ;  and  was  born  at  Geneva  in  the  year   1629.     He 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  To  much  in  his  earlieft  youth  by  his  for-    LeClerc, 
ward  parts  and  progrefs   in  literature,  that  going  to  Leyden    Bibl.  Choi- 
with  his  father  in  1642,  he  gained  immediately  the  friendfhip    xxil.— 
of  Daniel  Heinfius  and  Salmafius,  who  were  there  ;  and  pre-    Nkeron^c 
ferved  it  with  themboth,  notvvithdanding  the  animofity  they    Q^n^^^i 
exerted  againft  each  other.     He  was  not  fatisfied  with  making   Diaionary, 
himfelf  a  thorough  mafter  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  tongues, 
but  he  applied  himfelf  with  great  vigor  to  the  Oriental   alfo. 
Ludovicus  Cappellus  had  publllhed,  at  Amfterdam  in    1645, 
a  diflertation  upon  the  ancient  Hebrew  Letters  againft  Joha 
Buxtorf  J  in  which  he  maintains,  that  the  true  characters  of 
the  ancient  Hebrews  were  preferved  among  the   Samaritans, 
and   loft  among  the  Jews.      Spanheim  undertook  to  refute 
Cappellus  in  certain  thefes,  which  he  maintained  and  publifh- 
ed  at  fixteen  years  of  age;   but  which  afterwards,   out  of  his 
great  candor  and  modefty,  he  called  unripe  fruit;  and  frankly 
owned,  that  the  famous  Bochart,  to  whom  he  had  fent  them, 
had  declared  himfelf  for  Cappellus  againft  Buxtorf. 

In  1649,  he  loft  his  father  ;  and  foon  after  returned  to  Ge- 
neva, where  he  was  honoured  with  the  title  of  profefTor  of 
eloquence,  but  never  performed  the  functions  of  that  place. 
His  reputation  fpreading  more  and  more  into  foreign  countries, 
Charles  Lewis,  ele6lor  palatine,  fcntfor  him  to  his  court  "to  be 
tutor  to  his  only  fon  :  which  employment  he  not  only  difchar- 
ged  with  great  fuccefs,  but  alfo  fhewed  his  prudence  and  ad- 
drefs,  by  preferving  the  good  opinion  of  the  ele6tor  and 
ele6trefs,  though  they  were  upon  ill  terms  with  each  other. 
While  he  lived  at  this  court,  he  employed  his  leifure  hours  in 
pcrfefting  his  knowledge  of  the  Greek  and  Roman  learning; 
and  not  only  fo,  but  he  ftudied  the  hiftoty  of  the  later  ages, 
and  examined  all  thofe  books  and  records,  which  relate  to  the 
conftitution  of  the  empire,  and  might  contribute  to  explain  and 
illuftrate  the  public  law  of  Germany.  He  (hortly  gave  a 
proof  of  his  capacity  for  thefe  fort  of  matters,  in  a  French 
piece  which  he  publifhed  in  1657  ;  ^^^  defign  of  which  was, 
to  aflert  the  right  of  the  elector  palatine  to  the  poft  of  vicar  of 

Gz  the 
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the  empire,  in  oppofition  to  the  claims  of  the  duke  of  Bararia. 
Skill  in  thefe  matters  hath  always  been  a  lure  foundation  and 
ftep  to  preferment  in  the  courts  of  Germany  ;  and  there  is  no 
doubt,  that  it  opened  Mr.  Spanheim's  way  to  thofe  great  and 
various  employments,  in  which  he  was  afterwards  en- 
gaged. 

In  1660,  he  publifhed  at  Heidelberg  a  French  tranflatioia 
of  the  emperor  Julian's  Caefars,  with  notes  and  illuftrations 
from  medals  and  other  monuments  of  antiquity.  He  had  al- 
ways an  extraordinary  paffion  for  antiquities  and  medals  ;  but 
had  not  yet  (een  Italy,  where  the  ftudy  of  them  more  efpe- 
cially  florifhed.  On  this  account  it  was  no  doubt  with  great 
pleafure,  that  he  (hortly  after  received  a  commiffion  from  the 
elector,  to  go  to  Rome  j  in  order  to  obferve  the  intrigues  of 
the  catholic  ele£lors  at  that  court.  He  no  fooner  arrived  than 
he  attraded  the  efteem  of  queen  Chriftina,  at  whofe  palace 
there  was  held  an  aflembly  of  learned  men  every  week  ;  and 
he  dedicated  to  her  in  1664,  DifTertationes  de  praeftantia  & 
ufu  numifmatum  antiquorum,  printed  at  Rome  in  4to.  The 
fame  year  he  took  a  journey  to  Naples,  Sicily,  and  Malta,  and 
then  returned  to  Rome  j  where  he  found  the  princefs  Sophia, 
mother  of  George  I,  of  England.  That  princefs,  being  highly 
pleafed  to  meet  with  a  gentleman,  whom  (he  had  already 
-known  as  a  man  of  learning,  and  correfponded  with  upon 
fubjeds  of  politics  and  literature,  coiild  not  be  fatisfied  to  part 
,  with  him  fo  foon,   as  was  likely  to  happen  ;   and  therefore, 

having  obtained  leave  of  the  elector  her  brother,  carried  him 
'  with  her  into  Germany. 

Upon  his  return  to  Heidelberg  in  April  1665,  he  was  re- 
ceived by  the  elector  his  mafter  with  all  poilible  marks  of  ef- 
teem ;  and  afterwards  employed  by  him,  in  divers  negotiations 
at  foreign  courts.  The  fame  year,  he  went  to  that  of  Lor- 
raln  ;  the  year  following,  to  that  of  the  eledor  of  Mentz ; 
then  to  France  ;  afterwards  in  1668,  to  the  congrefs  of  Breda  ; 
and  then  to  France  again.  After  all  thefe  journeys,  he  return- 
ed to  Heidelberg ;  but  continued  there  no  longer,  than  while 
he  was  detained  by  a  dangerous  illnefs  :  for  upon  his  recovery, 
he  was  fent  by  his  mafter  to  Holland,  and  afterwards  to  Eng- 
land. In  1679,  theelecStor  of  Brandenburg,  having  recalled 
his  envoy  at  the  court  of  England,  gave  his  employment  to 
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Mr.  Spanheim,  with  the  confent  pf  theele^or  palatine  ;  and 
though  he  was  charged  at  the  fame  time  with  the  affairs  of 
thefe  two  princes,  yet  he  acquitted  himfelf  fo  well,  that  the 
eledtor  of  Brandenburg  defired  to  have  him  entirely  in  his  fer- 
vice,  which  the  eledor  palatine  at  laft  confented  to.  In  1680, 
he  went  to  France,  by  order  of  his  new  mafter,  with  the  title 
of  envoy  extraordinary  ;  and  during  nine  whole  years  refidence 
at  Paris,  never  left  that  city  but  twice.  In  1684,  ^^  went  to 
Berlin,  to  receive  the  poft  of  minifter  of  ftate ;  and  the  year 
after  to  England,  to  compliment  James  II,  upon  his  acceffion 
to  the  thrpne.  Upon  the  revocation  of  the  edid  of  Nantz, 
he  did  great  fervices  to  many  of  the  reformed  ;  who  found  a 
place  of  refuge  in  his  houfe,  when  they  durft  not  appear  a- 
broad,  for  fear  of  their  perfecutors.  Though  he  performed 
his  matter's  bufmefs  at  the  French  court  with  the  greateft 
ability  and  exadtnefs,  yet  he  led  the  life  all  the  while  of  a 
very  ftudious  man  :  he  read  and  wrote  a  great  deal,  maintained 
a  coirefpondence  with  the  learned  all  over  Europe,  and  an- 
fwered  their  letters  with  the  utmoft  punctuality. 

After  this  long  ambaily,  he  fpent  feme  years  at  Berlin  in 
retirement  and  among  his  books ;  but  after  the  peace  of  Ryf- 
wick,  was  again  obliged  to  quit  his  ftudy,  and  fent  on  an  am- 
bafly  to  France,  where  he  continued  from  1697  to  1702* 
The  elector  of  Brandenburg,  having  during  that  interval  af- 
fumed  the  title  of  king  of  Pruflia,  conferred  on  him  the  titl^ 
and  dignity  of  baron.  In  1702,  he  quitted  France,  and  went 
ambailador  to  England  ;  where  he  fpent  the  remainder  of  his 
days,  dividing  his  time  between  his  mailer's  bufmefs  and  his 
ftudies.  He  died  the  28th  of  Odober  17 10,  aged  eighty- 
one  years  ;  and  was  buried  in  Weftminfter- Abbey.  He  left 
but  one  daughter,  who  married  in  England  the  Marquifs  de 
Montandre.  It  is  furprifmg,  that  Mr.  Spanheim,  who  feems 
to  have  been  tofTed  about  Europe  from  one  court  to  another 
all  his  life,  and  to  have  been  continually  engaged  in  negotia- 
tions and  ftate-aiFairs,  which  he  always  difcharged  with  the 
utmoft  exa61:nefs,  could  find  time  to  compofe  fo  many  works  ; 
and  works  too  of  learning  and  labor,  which  could  only  bp 
written  in  his  fludy  and  among  his  books.  One  may  alraoft 
fay  of  him,  that  he  negotiated  and  did  bufmefs  like  a  man^ 
who  had  nothing  elfe  in  his  thoughts ;  anji  tbat  hs  wrote  like 
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a  man,  who  had  fpent  his  whole  time  by  himfelf.  He  never 
appeared  the  man  of  letters,  but  when  it  was  proper  to  do 
fo  ;  yet  he  converfed  no  oftener  with  the  unlearned,  than 
was  necefiary  for  his  bufihefs. 

Some  of  his  writings  have  been  mentioned  already.  His 
Latin  works,  upon  the  ufe  and  excellence  of  antient  medals, 
is  his  capital  performance  :  it  was  publiflied  at  Rome  in  1664, 
as  hath  been  obferved  ;  at  Paris  in  1671,  much  enlarged; 
and  after  that  with  fo  many  more  additions,  as  from  a  410  to 
rife  to  two  large  volumes  in  folio  :  the  firft  printed  at  Lon- 
don in  1706,  the  fecond  at  Amflerdam  in  17 1 7.  This  work 
is  juftly  efteemed  a  treafure  of  erudition.  Two  pieces  of 
Spanheim  are  inferted  in  Graevius's  colledion  of  Roman  an- 
tiquities :  one  in  the  fifth  volume,  de  nummo  Smyrnasorum, 
feu  de  VeOa  &  Prytanibus  Graecorum,  diatriba  ;  the  other  in 
the  eleventh  volunie,  intitled,  Orbis  Romanus,  feu  ad  Con- 
ftitutionem  Antonini  Imperatoris,  de  qua  Ulpianus,  hez.  ^vii. 
Dig.  de  Statu  Hominum,  Exercitationesduae.  At  Leipfia  i6g6, 
in  folio,  came  out,  Juliani  Imperatoris  Opera,  Graece  &  Latine, 
cum  variorum  notis  :  reccnfente  Ez.  Spanheim,  aui  obferva- 
tiones  adjecit.  But  there  is  nothing  of  Spanheim  in  this 
edition,  except  the  preface,  and  very  ample  remarks  upon 
the  firft  oration  of  Julian  :  he  not  having  leifure  and  oppor- 
tunity to  proceed  farther.  Notes  of  his  upon  Callimachus 
are  inferted  in  Graevius's  edition  of  that  author,  at  Utrecht, 
1697  ;  and  alfo  upon  three  firft  comedies  of  Ariftophanes  in 
Kufier's  edition,   1709. 
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SPANHEIM  (Frederic)  brother  of  Ezekiel  Span- 
heim, and  very  learned  alfo,  was  born  at  Geneva  the  iftof 
May  1632  ;  and  at  ten  years  of  age,  carried  by  his  father  to 
Leyden.  He  ftudied  philofophy  under  the  famous  Hereboord, 
and  was  admitted  do£lor  in  that  faculty  at  nineteen.  He  had 
loft  his  father  two  years  before  ;  and,  as  he  had  been  defign- 
cd  for  the  miniftry,  he  applied  himfelf  vigoroufly  to  the  ftudy 
of  divinity  and  the  languages.  Boxton  was  his  mafter  in 
Greek  and  Latin;  and  Golius  in  orientals,  at  leaft  in  Ara- 
bic. He  was  a  candidate  for  the  miniftry  in  1652,  and  foon 
afier  began  to  preach  in  feveral  parts  of  Zealand.  He  dif- 
charged  the  fun<Slions  of  a  minifter  at  Utrecht  for  one  year 
with  a  reputation,  that  raifed  fome  jealoufy  in  the  mind  of 
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Alexander  Morus,  whofe  name  was  then  famous  in  the  uni- 
ted provinces.  He  received  foon  after  an  invitation  from 
Charles  Lewis  eledor  palatine,  who  had  refolved  to  re-efta- 
blifh  his  univerfity  at  Heidelberg,  and  gave  him  the  profef- 
forfhip  of  divinity,  though  he  was  then  but  twenty  three 
years  of  ao;e.  Before  he  went  to  take  poUeffion  of  that  poft, 
he  was  admitted  doctor  of  divinity  at  Leyden  in  April  1655. 
He  gained  a  great  reputation  at  Heidelberg,  and  the  ele(5lor 
palatine  always  fliewed  him  the  higheft  marks  of  his  efteem 
and  confidence ;  but  thefe  favours  did  not  prevent  him  from 
oppofing  the  eledlor  with  great  freedom,  when  he  attempted  to 
divorce  himfelf  from  the  princefs  his  wife,  in  order  to  marry 
another.  His  merit  procured  him,  during  the  time  he  lived 
in  the  palatinate,  feveral  invitations  from  other  univerfities  ; 
but  he  only  accepted  that  from  Jycyden,  where  he  was  admit- 
ted profeflbr  of  divinity  and  facred  hiflory  with  a  general  ap- 
plaufe  in  October  1670.  Here  his  reputation  was  raifed  to 
the  higheft  pitch.  He  was  four  times  redtor  of  the  univerfity 
of  Leyden,  and  had  the  poft  of  librarian  befides.  Many 
years  before  his  death,  he  was  excufed  from  reading  public 
le61:ures,  that  he  might  have  the  more  leifure  to  apply  him- 
felf to  the  compofmg  feveral  works,  which  he  publifhed.  In 
1695,  he  was  attacked  by  a  palfy,  which  affe61:ed  half  hi-s 
body  :  of  which  however  he  afterwards  appeared  to  be  tole- 
rably well  recovered.  He  did  not  indeed  enjoy  a  perfect 
ftate  of  health  from  that  time  ;  and,  not  being  able  to  reftrain 
himfelf  from  his  ftudies  and  labours,  \yhich  was  abfolutely  ne- 
cefTary,  he  relapfed,  and  died  the  ]8th  of  May  1701.  He 
was  thrice  married,  and  had  feveral  children  -,  but  only  one, 
whofe  name  was  Frederic,  furvived  him. 

His  writings  are  extremely  numerous.  They  were  print- 
ed at  Leyden  in  three  volumes  folio;  the  firft  in  1701,  and 
the  two  laft  in  1703.  They  are  chiefly,  if  not  altogether, 
upon  fubjecS^s  of  theology. 

SPEED   (John)   a  well-known  Englifli  hiftorian,  was 
born  at  Farington    in  Chefhire  about  the  year   1555,  and 
brought  up  to  the  bufinefs  of  a  taylor ;  in  which  he  feems  to  ^ 
have  rifen  to  no  fmall  degree  of  eminence,  for  he  was  free   Worthies, 
of  the  company  of  merchant-taylors  in  the  city  of  London,    i"  Chcfhire. 
No  particulars  of  his  life  are  known  s  nor  how,  forfaking   Dia. 
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tlie  bufinefs  of  his  profeflion,  he  conceived  thoughts  fird  of 
ftudying,  and  then  of  writing,  hiftory.  In  i6c6.  he  publifii- 
ed  his  "  Theatre  of  Great  Britain  ;"  ^-Vhich  was  afterwards 
reprinted,  particularly^  in  1650,  un(^er  this  title  :  "  The 
<«  theatre  of  the  empire  of  Great  Britaine,  prefenting  an  ex- 
^'  a6i:  geography  of  the  kingdomes  of  England,  Scotland, 
"  Ireland,  and  the  ifles  adjoyning.  With  the  fhires,  hun- 
'*  dreds,  cities,  and  fhire-townes  within  the  kingdomeof  Eng- 
"  land,  divided  and  defcribed  by  John  Speed,"  folio.     Dr. 

English  hif-  Nicholfon  obferves,  that  thefe  maps  "  are  extremely  good  ; 

bra"    %      "  **"^  make  a  noble  apparatus,  as  they  were  defigned,  to  his 

J.pnd.  1714.  '*  hiftory  :  but  his  defcriptions  of  the  feveral  counties  are 
'*  moftly  fliort  abftra£ls  of  what  Camden  had  faid  before 
him."  In  1614,  he  publifhed  in  folio,  "  The  hiftory  of 
"  Great  Britain  under  the  conquefts  of  the  Romans,  Saxons, 
''  Danes,  and  Normans  ;  their  originals,  manners,  warres, 
*'  coines,  and  fcales,  with  the  fucceflions,  lives,  a6tes,  and 
*'  iffues  of  the  Englifh  monarchs,  from  Julius  Caefar  to  our 
*^  moft  gracious  fovereigne  king  James."  Dedicated  to 
king  James  I.  He  borrowed  many  of  his  materials  from 
Gamden ;  and  was  fupplied  with  many  by  Sir  Robert  Cotton, 
Sir  Henry  Spelman,  and  other  antiquaries,  with  v/hom  he 
was  well  acquainted.  There  are  prefixed  to  it  recommenda- 
tory poems  in  Latin,  French,  and  Englifh,  by  Sir  Henry 
Spelman  and  others  ;  and  writers  have  fpoken  of  it  in  terms 
of  high  commendation.  Mr,  Speed  was  not  only  an  hifto- 
rian,  but  alfo  a  divine  ;  for  in  r6i6,  he  publifhed  a  work  in 
8vo,  called  ''  The  Cloud  of  Witnefles,  or  the  Genealogies 
*«  of  Scripture,  confirming  the  truth  of  holy  hiftory  and  hu- 
*'  manity  of  Chrift." 

He  died  the  28th  of  July  1629,  and  was  buried  in  the 
church  of  St.  Giles  Cripplegate  London,  where  a  monument 
was  erected  to  his  memory.  By  his  wife  Sufanna,  with 
whom  he  lived  fifty  feven  years,  and  who  died  about  three 
quarters  of  a  year  before  him,  he  had  twelve  fons,  and  fix 
daughters.  One  of  his  fons,  named  John,  was  an  eminent 
phyfician  j  of  whom  Mr.  Wood  has  given  fome  account,  in 
the  firft  volume  of  Athense  Oxonlenfes.     As  to  Mr.  Speed 

Bag.  73,  '  himfelf,  "  he  muft  be  acknowledged,  fays  Dr.  Nicholfon,  to 
"  have  bad  a  head  the  beft  difpoied  towards  hiftory  of  any  of 
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<«  our  writers  ;  and  would  certainly  have  outdone  himfelf,  as 
"  far  as  he  has  gone  beyond  the  reft  of  his  profeffion,   if  the 
"  advantages  of  his  education  had  been  anfwerable  to  thofe 
«'  of  his  natural  genius.     But  what  could  be  expelled  from 
''  a  taylor?  However,   we  may  boldly  fay,  that  his  Chroni- 
cle is  the  largcft  and  beft  we  have  hitherto  extant."     In  ano-   pag.  5. 
ther  place,  "  John  Speed  was  a  perfon  of  extraordinary  in- 
"  duftry  and  attainments    in  the  ftudy  of  antiquities ;  and    sherlnghanx 
"  feems  not  altogether  unworthy  the  name  of  fummus  &  eril-   deAngiorum 
"  ditus  antiquarius,  given  him  by  one  who  was  certainly  fo   °"^^^"*' 
"  himfelf."  ^' 


S  P  E  L  M  A  N  (Sir  Henry)  an  eminent  Englifli  antiqua- 
rian, was  defcended  from  an  ancient  family ;  and  born  at 
Cengham  near  Lynn  in  Norfolk,  about  the  year  1561.  He 
was  fent  to  Trinity  college  in  Cambridge,  when  he  was  not 
quite  fifteen  years  of  age  ,  and  at  the  end  of  two  years  ani 
a  half,  was  called  home  upon  the  death  of  his  father.  A- 
bout  a  year  after,  he  was  fent  to  Lincoln's  Inn  to  ftudy  the 
law  ;  where  having  continued  almoft  three  years,  he  retired 
into  the  country,  and  married  a  lady  of  good  faftiion  and  for- 
tune. He  was  high  (herifF  of  Norfolk  in  1604,  and  began  to 
be  diftinguiflied  for  his  great  abilities  and  wifdom.  Accord- 
ingly he  was  fent  by  king  James  three  feveral  times  into  Ire- 
land upon  public  bufmefs ;  and  at  home  was  appointed  one 
of  the  commiftioners,  to  enquire  into  the  opprellion  of  ex* 
a6led  fees,  in  all  the  courts  and  offices  of  England,  as  well  ec- 
clefiaftical  as  civil :  which  bifliop  Hacket  calls  "  a  noble  ex- 
"  amination  and  full  of  juftice."  He  attended  this  bufinefs 
for  many  years,  to  the  prejudice  of  his  family  and  fortunes  ; 
and  the  government  was  fo  fenfible  of  his  good  fervices,  that 
a  prefent  of  300  1.  was  made  him,  not  *•'  as  a  full  recom- 
*'  pence,"  (for  fo  it  is  expreiTcd  in  the  king's  writ)  but  only 
"  as  an  occafional  remembrance,"  till  fomething  more  equal 
to  his  merit  could  be  done  for  him.  He  was  knighted  by 
king  James  I,  who  had  a  particular  efteem  for  him  ;  as  well 
on  account  of  his  known  capacity  for  bufmefs,  as  his  great 
learning  in  many  ways,  efpecially  in  the  laws  and  antiquities 
of  our  nation.  There,  for  a  good  part  of  his  life,  he  feems 
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to  have  ftudicd  for  his  own  private  amufement,  and  not  with 
an  eye  to  any  particular  undertaking. 

When  he  was  abbut  fifty  years  of  af;!;e,  he  went  with  his 
'  wife  and  family,  to  live  in  London  ;  and  there  falling  into  a 
ftudy,  to  which  his  own  genius  had  always  inclined  him,  he 
got  together  all  fuch  books  and  manufcripts,  as  concerned 
the  fubje6t  of  antiquities,  whether  foreign  or  domeftic.  In 
the  year  1613,  he  publifhed  his  book  de  non  temerandis  ec- 
clefiis,  "  churches  not  to  be  violated  ";  and  this  firft  efTay, 
together  with  many  others  that  came  out  afterwards,  con- 
firmed the  notion  which  the  public  had  preconceived  of  his 
profound  learning  and  fkill  in  laws  and  antiquities.  In  1626, 
he  publifhed  the  firft  part  of  his  "  Gloilary."  After  he  had 
made  large  colle6tions,  and  got  a  tolerable  knowledge  of 
the  Saxon  tongue,  herefolved  to  go  on  with  his  undertaking ; 
but  becaufe  he  would  not  depend  upon  his  own  judgment,  he 
printed  one  or  two  fheets  by  way  of  fpecimen,  from  which 
his  friends  were  to  judge  of  the  nature  of  his  defign.  He 
was  encouraged  in  it  by  the  moft  learned  perfons  of  that  age : 
at  home,  by  archbifhop  Vfher-,  bifhop  Williams  then  lord 
keeper,  Mr.  Selden,  and  Sir  Robert  Cotton  ;  abroad,  by 
Rigaltius,  Salmafius,'Peirefchius,  and  others  ;  as  alfo  by  Big- 
nonius,  Meurfius,  and  Lindenbrokius,  whofe  afTiftances  he 
Prxfat.  ad  Very  gratefully  acknowledges.  Upon  this,  he  publifhed  it 
Glofianum.  ^g  far  as  to  the  end  of  the  letter  L  ;  but  why  he  went  no  far- 
ther, is  not  known.  Some  have  fancied,  that  he  flopped  at 
the  letter  M,  becaufe  he  had  faid  fome  things  under  magna 
charta  and  maximum  confilium,  that  his  friends  were  afraid 
might  give  offence;  "  that  not  bemg  a  feafon,  fays  Dr.  Gib- 
*'  fon,  to  fpeak  freely,  either  of  the  prerogative  of  the  king, 
*^  or  the  liberty  of  the  fubjecl,  both  which  upon  many  occa- 
fions  would  have  fallen  in  his  way."  Our  author  has  told 
us,  in  an  advertifement  before  the  book,  that  he  chofe  to 
entitle  his  work  Archaeologus,  rather  than  GIofTarium,  as 
we  commonly  call  it  :  for  a  gloflary,  ftriclly  fpeaking,  is  no 
more  than  a  bare  explication  of  words  ;  whereas  this  treats 
more  efpecially  of  things,  and  contains  entire  difcourfes  and 
difTertations  upon  feveral  heads.  For  this  reafon,  it  is  not 
only  to  be  confulted  upon  occafion,  like  common  lexicons  or 
diftionaries ;  but  it  ought  to  be  carefully  perufed  and  fludied, 

as 
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t!S  the  greateft  treafure  extant  of  the  ancient  cuftoms  and 
conftitutions  of  England.  About  the  year  1637,  Sir  William 
Duf^dale  acquainted  Sir  Henry  Spelman,  that  many  learned 
men  were  very  defirous  to  fee  the  fccond  part  publifhed,  and 
requefted  of  him  to  gratify  the  world  with  the  work  entire. 
Upon  this,  he  (hewed  Sir  William  the  fecond  part,  and  alfo 
the  .improvements  which  he  had  made  in  the  firft:  ;  but  withal 
told  him  the  difcouragement  he  had  met  with  in  publifhing 
the  firft  part,  for  that  the  fale  had  been  extremely  fmall. 
Upon  his  death,  all  his  papers  came  into  the  hands  of  Sir 
John  Spelman  his  eldeft  fon  ;  a  gentleman,  who  had  abilities 
fufficient  to  complete  what  his  father  had  begun,  if  death 
had  not  prevented  him.  After  the  reftoration  of  Charles  II, 
archbifliop  Sheldon  and  chancellor  Hyde  enquired  of  Sir 
William  Dugdale,  what  became  of  the  fecond  part,  and 
whether  it  was  ever  finiflied  ;  and,  upon  his^  anfwering  in  the 
affirmative,  exprefied  a  defire  that  it  might  be  printed.  Ac- 
cordingly it  was  publiftied  by  Sir  William  ;  but,  as  Dr.  Gib- 
fon  fays,  *<  the  latter  part  in  comparifon  of  the  other  is  je- 
"  June  and  fcanty;  and  every  one  muft  fee,  that  it  is  little 
*'  more  than  a  colletSlion,  out  of  which  he  intended  to  com- 
**  pofe  fuch  difcourfes,  as  he  has  all  along  given  us  in  the 
*'  firft  part,  under  the  words  of  the  greateft  import  and  ufe- 
*'  fulnefs."  It  was  furmifed,  for  it  never  was  proved,  that 
becaufe  Sir  William  Dugdale  had  the  publifhing  the  fecond 
part,  he  inferted  many  things  of  his  own,  which  were  not 
in  Sir  Henry  Spelman's  copy  ;  and  particularly  fome  paiTa- 
gcs,  which  tend  to  the  enlargement  of  the  prerogative,  in 
oppofition  to  the  liberties  of  the  fubjedl.  But  Dr.  Gibfon 
aftures  us,  that  the  very  copy,  from  which  it  was  printed, 
is  in  the  Bodleian  library  in  Sir  Henry's  own  hand,  and  ex- 
2t6k\y  agrees  with  the  printed  book  ;  and  particularly  under 
the  word  Parlamentum,  and  thofe  other  pafTages,  upon 
which  the  controverfy  was  raifed.  So  far  then  as  the  copy 
goes,  for  it  ends  at  the  word  Riota,  it  is  a  certain  teftimony, 
that  Sir  William  Dugdab  did  no  more  than  mark  it  for  the 
printer,  and  tranfcribe  here  and  there  a  loofe  paper  :  and, 
though  the  reft  of  the  copy  was  loft,  before  it  came  to  the 
Oxford  library,  on  which  account  there  is  not  the  fam?  au- 
thority for  the  GlofTary's  being  genuine  after  the  letter  R  j 

yet 
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yet  it  is  not  likely,  that  Sir  William  had  any  more  fhare  in 
thefe  laft  letters  of  the  alphabet,  than  he  had  in  any  of  the 
reft.  We  have  been  more  particular  in  our  account  of  this 
Gloflary,  becaufe  it  is  a  v^ry  important  work,  and  of  more 
confequence  than  any  thing  Sir  Henry  Spelman  wrote. 

The  next  work  which  he  entered  upon  was,  an  edition 
of  the  *'  Englifh  councils."  He  had  entered  upon  this  work, 
before  the  "  Gloflary"  was  finiftied  ;  and  was  particularly 
Ttxht.  ad  encouraged  in  it,  as  he  tells  us,  by  the  archbiftiops.  Abbot, 
ConcJl.V.1.  Laud,  and  Ufher.  He  branched  his  undertaking  into  three 
parts,  affigning  an  intire  volume  to  each  divifion  :  I.  "  From 
**  the  firft  plantation  of  chriftianity  to  the  coming  in  of  the 
"  conqueror  in  the  year  1066.  2.  From  the  Norman  con- 
*'  queft  to  the  caftlng  off  the  pope's  fupremacy,  and  the  d'lC- 
*«  folution  of  monafteries  by  Henry  VIII.  3.  The  hiftory 
*'  of  the  reformed  Englifh  church  from  Henry  VIII  to  his 
*^  own  time.'*  The  volume,  which  contained  the  firft  of 
thefe  heads,  was  publifhed  in  1639,  about  two  years  before  his 
death,  with  his  own  annotations  upon  the  more  difficultplaces. 
The  fecond  volume  of  the  "  Councils"  as  well  as  the  fe- 
cond  part  of  the  "  Gloflary,"  was  put  into  the  hands  of  Sir 
William  Dugdale,  by  the  direction  of  archbifliop  Sheldon 
and  lord  chancellor  Hyde,  Sir  William  made  confiderable 
additions  to  it  out  of  the  archbifhop's  regifters  and  the  Cot- 
tonian  library  ;  and  it  was  publiftied  in  1664,  but  with  a- 
bundance  of  fau'ts,  occafioned  by  the  negligence  of  either 
the  copier,  or  corre6^or,  or  both.  Sir  Henry  wrote  feveral 
other  works,  all  relating  to  ancient  laws  and  cuftoms.  He 
was  a  great  encourager  of  learning  and  learned  men.  It  was 
he,  who  firft  advifed  Dr.  Watts  to  the  ftudy  of  antiquities  ; 
and,  when  he  had  arrived  to  good  fkill  in  thofe  matters,  ex- 
cited him,  as  the  do6lor  owns  in  his  preface,  to  undertake  a 
new  edition  of  Matthew  Paris's  hiftory.  He  calls  Mr.  Cam- 
den his  antient  friend  ;  and  he  was  likewife  a  great  favourer 
of  Sir  William  Dugdale.  His  revival  of  the  old  Saxon 
tongue  ought  to  be  reckoned  a  good  piece  of  fervice  to  the 
ftudy  of  antiquities.  He  had  found  the  excellent  ufe  of  that 
language  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  ftudies,  and  much  la- 
mented the  neglect  of  it  both  at  home  and  abroad ;  which 
was  fo  very  general,  that  he  did  not  then  know  one  man  in 

the 
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the  world,  who  perfe£lly  underftood  it.  Hereupon  he  fet- 
tled a  Saxon  ledure  in  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  allow- 
ing ten  pounds  per  annum  to  Mr.  Abraham  Wheelocke, 
pi  efenting  him  to  the  vicarage  of  Middleton  in  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  and  giving  him  likewife  the  profits  of  the  impropri- 
ate re£^ory  of  the  fame  church  ;  both  which  were  intended 
by  him  to  be  fettled  in  perpetuity  as  an'  endowment  of  that 
leisure ;  but  Sir  Henry  and  his  eldeft  fon  dying  in  the  com- 
pafs  of  two  years,  the  civil  wars  breaking  forth,  and  their 
eflate  being  fequeftered,  the  family  became  incapable  of  ac- 
complifhing  his  defign.  He  died  in  London  1641,  and  was 
buried  in  Weftminfter  abbey  near  Camden's  monument.  In 
1698,  was  publifhed  by  Mr.  Edmund  Gibfon,  "  Reliquiae 
"  Spelmannianae :  The  pofthumous  works  of  Sir  Henry 
"  Spelman,  knight,  relating  to  the  laws  and  antiquities  of 
''  England,"  folio.  Thefe  were  dedicated  to  archbiihop  Te- 
nifon,  and  reprinted  with  Sir  Henry's  "  Englifh  works"  in 
1723  folio,  under  the  infpedion  and  by  the  care  of  the  fame 
Mr.  Edmund  Gibfon,  then  do6tor  and  bifliop. 

Sir  Henry  Spelman  had  eight  children,  four  fons  and  four 
daughters.  His  eldeft  fon,  *' the  heir  of  his  ftudies,"  as  he 
calls  him,  was  John  Spelman,  Eiq;  a  very  learned  gentleman,  Prasfat.  ad 
who  had  great  encouragement  and  aOurance  of  favour  from  Vol.  I. ' 
Charles  I.  That  king  fent  for  Sir  Henry  Spelman,  and  of- 
fered him  the  mafterfhip  of  Sutton's  hofpltal,  with  fome  other 
advantages,  in  confideration  of  his  good  fervices  both  to 
church  and  ftate  ;  who,  thanking  his  majefty,  replied,  that 
he  was  very  old,  and  had  one  foot  In  the  grave,  but  fhould 
be  more  obliged,  if  he  would  confider  his  fon  :  upon  which, 
the  king  fent  for  Mr.  Spelman,  and  conferred  that  and  the 
honour  of  knighthood  upon  him.  After  the  civil  war  broke 
out,  his  majefty,  by  a  letter  under  his  own  hand,  command- 
ed him  from  his  houfe  in  Norfolk,  to  attend  at  Oxford ; 
where  he  was  often  called  to  private  council,  and  employed 
to  write  feveral  papers  in  vindication  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  court.  He  was  the  author  of,  "  A  view  of  a  pretended 
'*  book  in  titled,  Ohfervations  upon  his  ma]ejlys  late  anfwersj 
"  and  epijiles"  Oxford,  1642,  in  4to.  His  name  is  not  fet 
to  it }  yet  Dr.  Thomas   Barlow,  who  had  received  a  copy 
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from  him,  told  Mr.  Wood  that  it  was  of  his  compofing. 
He  wrote  alfo,  "  The  cafe  of  our  affairs  in  law,  religion, 
"  and  other  circumftances,  briefly  examined  and  prefented 
««  to  the  confcience/*  1643,  in  410.  While  he  was  thus  at- 
tending the  affairs  of  the  puhhc,  and  his  own  private  ftu- 
dies,  as  thofe  would  give  him  leave,  he  fell  fick ;  and  died 
the  25th  of  July,  1643.  His  funeral  fernion,  by  his  ma- 
jcfty's  fpecial  order,  was  preached  by  archbifhop  Ufher,  an 
intimate  acquaintance  both  of  father  and  fon.  The  fon  pub- 
liftied  the  Saxon  pfalter  under  the  title  of  Pialterium  Davidis 
Latino-Saxonicum  vetus,  1641,  in  4to,  from  an  old  man u- 
fcript  in  his  father's  library,  collated  with  three  other  copies. 
He  wrote  the  life  of  king  Alfred  the  Great  in  Englifh, 
which  was  publifhed  by  Mr.  Thomas  Hearne  at  Oxford 
1709  in  8vo.  It  had  been  tranflated  into  Latin  by  the  care  of 
Obadiah  Walker,  mafter  of  Univerfity  college,  who  publiflied 
the  tranflation  with  notes  and  cuts  at  Oxford  in  1709,  8vo. 

Clement  Spelman,  youngeft  fon  of  Sir  Henry,  was  a 
councellor  at  law,  and  made  puifny  baron  of  the  Exchequer 
upon  the  reftoration  of  king  Charles  II.     He  publiftied  fome 

Athen.  Ox.    pi^^es  relating  to  the  government,  and  a  large  preface  to  his' 
father's  book,  De  non  temerandis  ecclefiis.     He  died  in  June 
1679,  and  was  interred  in  St.  Dunftan's  church  Fleetftreet, 
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SPENCER  (Dr.  John)  a  very  ingenious  and  learned 
Englifh  divine,  was  born  in  Kent  in  the  year  1630,  and  e- 
ducated  at  Corpus  Chrifti  college  at  Cambridge  ;  where  he 
took  a  bachelor  of  arts  degree  in  1648,  and  a  mafter's  in 
1652.  He  was  chofen  fellow  of  his  college;  and  in  1659, 
took  a  bachelor  of  divinity's  degree,  as  he  did  a  dodor's  in 
1663.  In  1667,  he  was  chofen  miifter  of  Corpus  Chrifti; 
and,  in  1677,  preferred  to  the  deanery  of  Ely.  Thefe  were 
his  dignities  and  preferments,  which  he  did  not  merely  enjoy, 
but  alfo  adorned  with  ftngular  abilities  and  learning ;  as  his 
publications,  though  not  numerous,  do  abundantly  teftify. 

June  the  28th  1660,  *'  being  the  day  of  public  thankf- 
*'  giving  to  God  for  the  happy  reftoration  of  his  majefty  to 
*«  his  kingdoms,"  he  preached  a  fermon  at  St.  Mary's  in 
Cambridge  on  Proverbs  xxix.  2,  which  he  publiflied  there 
the  fame  year  under  the  title  of  "  The  Righteous  Ruler**  In 
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1663,  he  publifhed  there  in  4to,  "  A  difcourfc  concerning 
*'  prodigies  :  wherein  the  vanity  of  prefages  by  them  is  re- 
*'  prehended,  and  their  true  and  proper  ends  afTerted  and  vin- 
*'  dicated."  A  fecond  edition  of  this  truly  philofophical  and 
learned  work,  correcSled  and  enlarged,  was  publiihed  at  Lon- 
don 1665,  in  8vo  ;  when  was  added  to  it,  *'  A  difcourfe 
*'  concerning  vulgar  prophecies  :  wherein  the  vanity  of  re- 
*'  ceiving  them,  as  the  certain  indications  of  any  future 
"  event,  is  difcovered  ;  and  fome  characters  of  diftin6lion 
"  between  true  and  pretended  prophets  are  laid  down."  In 
1668,  he  publifhed  a  Latin  diflertation  concerning  urim  and 
thummim  ;  and  in  1685,  his  great  and  famous  work,  De  le- 
gibus  Hebraeorum  ritualibus  &  earum  rationibus.  Spencer's 
great  view  in  explaining  the  reafons  of  the  mofaic  ritual 
was,  to  vindicate  the  ways  of  God  to  men,  and  clear  the 
Deity,  as  he  tells  us  in  his  preface,  from  arbitrary  and  fan- 
taftic  humour  ;  which  fome,  not  difcerning  thefe  reafons, 
had  been  ready  to  charge  him  with,  and  from  thence  had  fall- 
en into  unbelief.  But  thi:-  attempt,  great  and  noble  as  it  was, 
difgufled  and  difgufts  all  thofe,  and  there  are  not  a  few  of 
them,  who  think  the  divinity  of  any  doctrine  or  inftitution 
weakened,  in  proportion  as  it  is  proved  to  be  rational  ;  and 
one  great  obje6^ion  to  it,  even  among  fome  who  are  not  irra- 
tionalifts,  is,  the  learned  authors  having  advanced,  that  many 
rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  Jewifh  nation  are  deduced  from 
the  pradlices  of  their  heathen  and  idolatrous  neighbours.  This 
pofition  has  given  no  fmall  offence,  as  if  greatly  derogatory 
from  the  divine  inftitution  of  thofe  rights ;  and  many  writers 
have  attacked  it  both  at  home  and  ab'-oad,  particularly  Her- 
man Witfius  in  his  i^gyptiaca.  Others  however  have  feen  no 
ill  confequences  from  admitting  it;  and  the  work  upon  the 
whole  has  been  highly  and  juftly  valued,  as  it  deferves,  being 
full  of  good  fenfe  and  learning  of  all  kinds,  and  extremely 
well  written.  The  author  afterwards  greatly  enlarged  it, 
particularly  with  the  addition  of  a  fourth  book  ;  and  his  pa- 
pers, being  committed  at  his  death  to  archbifhop  Tenifon, 
were  bequeathed  by  that  prelate  to  the  univerfity  of  Cam- 
bridt^c,  together  with  the  (urn  of  fifty  pounds,  to  forward  the 
printing  of  them.  At  length  Mr.  Leonard  Chappelow,  fel- 
low of  St.  John's  college,  and  profcfTor  of  Arabic,  being  de- 
puted 
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putedby  the  ^niverfity,  ajid  offered  the  reward,  undertook  a 
nevv  edition  of  this  wprk,  with  the  author's  additions  and  im- 
provements ;   and  pubjifhed  it  at  Cambridge  1727,  in  two 
volumes,  foho. 

Dr.  Spencer,  after  a  life  fpent  in  the  clofeft  application  to 
bis  ftudics,  died  the  27th  of  May  1695,  aged  fixty-three  years  j 
and  was  interred  in  the  chapel  of  Corpus  Chrifti  College. 

There  was  William  Spencer,  fellov/ of  Trinity  College  in 
Cambridge,  and  a  very  learned  man  ;  of  whom  we  know  no- 
thing more,  than  that  he  publiflied  at  the  univerfity  prefs  in 
1658  4to,  the  eight  books  againft  Celfus  and  Philocalia  of 
Origen,  with  a  corre£ted  Latin  verfion,  and  notes  of  his 
own. 
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SPENSER  (Edmund)  a  great  Englifli  poet,  was  born 
in  London,  and  educated  at  Pembroke- Hall  in  Cambridge  ; 
where  he  took  a  bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1572,  and  a 
matter's  in  1576.  This  appears  from  the  regifter  of  the  uni- 
verfity ;  and  muft  needs  be  thought  a  fufficient  confutation  of 
thofe,  who  relate  Spenfer  to  have  been  born  fo  early  as  1510  : 
which,  thougti  it  is  the  date  fixed  upon  his  monument  at  Weft- 
minfter- Abbey,  cannot  but  be  erroneous.  He  does  not  feem 
to  have  had  much  fortune  or  ^ntereft,  at  his  firft  fetting  out  into 
the  world ;  for  he  is  faid  to  have  ftood  for  a  fellowfhip  in  his 
college,  and  to  have  miffed  it.  This  difappointment,  together 
with  the  narrownefsof  hiscircumftances,  forced  him  from  the 
univerfity  :  and  we  find  him  next  taking  up  his  refidence  with 
fome  friends  in  the  north,  where  he  fell  in  love  with  his  Ro- 
falind ;  whom  he  fo  finely  celebrates  in  his  paftoral  poems, 
and  of  whofe  cruelty  he  has  written  fuch  pathetic  complaints. 
As  poetry  is  frequently  the  offspring  of  love  and  retirement,  it 
is  probable  that  his  genius  began  to  diflinguifh  itfclf  about  this 
time ;  for  "  The  Shepherd's  Calendar,"  which  is  (p  full  of  his 
fuccefslefs  paflion  for  Rofalind,  was  the  firft  of  his  works  of  gny 
note.  Mr.  Hughes  obferves,  that  in  this  work  our  poet 
<'  has  not  been  mifled  by  the  Italians  ;  though  Taffo's  Aoiin- 
''  ta  might  have  been  at  leaft  of  as  good  authority  to  him  in 
"  the  paftoral,  as  Arioflo  in  the  greater  kind  of  poetry.  But 
"  Spenfer  rather  chofe  to  follow  nature  itfelf,  and  to  paint  the 
"  life  and  fentiments  of  fhepherds  after  amojre  iimple  an,d  un- 
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*'  afFetSled  manner." He  afterwards  fays,  that  *«  the  flnx- 

*'  plicity,  which  appears  in  Spenfer's  paftorals,  may  be  thought 
'«  by  fome  readers  to  have  too  much  of  the  merum  rus  j" 
but  adds,  that  "  if  he  has  erred  in  this,  he  has  at  leaft  erred 
*'  on  the  right  hand." 

The  "  Shepherd's  Calendar"  was  addrefled,  by  a  Chort  d«r 
dication  in  verfe,  to  Sir  Philip  Sidney ;   who  was  then  in  the 
hluhcft  reputation   for  wit,  gallantry,  and  polite  accomplifh- 
ments  ;  and  who,  being  himfelf  an  excellent  writer,   immedi'- 
ately  became  fenfible  of  Spenfer's  merit.     He  was  one  of  the 
firft  who  difcovered  it,  and  recommended  it  to  the  notice  of 
the  beft  judges  5  and  fo  long  as  this  great  man  lived,  Spenfer 
never  wanted  a  judicious  friend  nor  a  generous  patron.     After 
he  had  ftaid  fome  time  in  the  north,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to 
quit  his  obfcurity,  antl  come  to  London,  that  he  might  be  in 
the  way  of  promotion  5  and  the  firft  means  he  made  ufe  of, 
after  his  arrival  there,  was   his  acquaintance  with  Sir  Philip 
Sidney.  Yet  it  does  not  appear  when  this  acquaintance  began, 
whether  upon  hisaddrefling  to  him  "  The  Shepherd's  Calen- 
*'  dar,"  or  fome  time  after.     If  a  certain  ftory,   which  is  ufu- 
ally  told  upon  this  occafion,  be  true,  it  muft  have  been  fome 
time  after  :  the  ftory  runs  thus.  It  is  faid,  that  he  was  a  ftran- 
ger  to  Sir  Philip,  when  he  had  begun  to  write  his  "  Fairy 
"  Queen;"  and  that  he  took  occafion  to  go  to  Leicefter- 
Houfe,  and  to  introduce  himfelf  by  fending  in  to  Sir  Philip 
the  ninth  Canto  in  the  firft  book  of  that  poem.     Sir  Philip  was 
much  furprifed  with  the  defcription  of  Defpair  in  that  canto, 
and  is  faid  to  have  fhewn  an  unufual  kind  of  tranfport  on  the 
difcovery  of  fo  new  and  uncommon  a  genius.     After  he  had 
read  fome  ftanzas,  he  called  his  fteward,  and  bid  him  give  the 
perfon,  who  brought  thofe  verfes,    fifty   pounds  ;   but  upon 
reading  the  next  ftanza,   he  ordered  the   fum  to  be  doubled. 
The  fteward   was   as  much  furprifed    as    his   mafter,    and 
thought  it  his  duty  to  make  fome  delay,  in  executing  fo  fud- 
den  and  lavifh  a  bounty  ;   but  upon  reading  one  ftanza  more. 
Sir  Philip  raifed  his  gratuity  to  200I.   and  commanded   the 
fteward   to  give  it  immediately,  left,   as  he  read  farther,  he 
might  be  tempted  to  give  away  his  whole  eftatc. 

Though  nothing  could  have  been  more  happy  for  Spenfer, 
than  to  be  introduced  to  court  by  Sir  Philip  Sidney,  yet  he  did 

not 
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not  immediately  receive  any  great  benefit  from  it.  Fie  was 
indeed  created  poet  laureat  to  queen  Elizabeth  ;  but  for  fome 
time  he  only  wore  the  barren  laurel,  and  pofTefTed  the  place 
without  the  penfion.  The  lord  treafurer  Burghley  had  not,  it 
feems,  the  fame  tafte  and  feeling  of  Spenfer's  merit  with  Sir 
Philip  Sidney  ;  but  on  the  contrary  is  reported  to  have  inter- 
cepted, from  fome  rtiotive  or  other,  the  queen's  intended  boun- 
ty to  him.  Jt  Is  faid  that  her  majefty,  upon  Spenfer's  prefent- 
ing  fome  poems  to  her,  ordered  him  icol.  but  that  the  lord 
treafurer  Burghley,  obje3:ing  to  it,  faid  with  fome  fcorn  of 
the  poet,  *'  What  f  all  this  for  a  fong  ?"  The  queen  replied^ 
*'  Then  give  him  what  is  reafon,"  Upon  this,  Spenfer  tooic 
a  proper  opportunity  to  prefent  the  following  lines  to  her  ma- 
jefty,  in  the  form  of  a  petition,  to  remind  her  of  her  order: 

"  I  was  promifed  on  a  time 
'^  To  have  reafon  for  my  rhime  ; 
"  From  that  time  unto  this  feafon, 
'"  I  received  nor  rhyme  nor  reafon. 

which,  we  are  told,  produced  the  defired  e(feSi ;  for  that  the 
queen,  not  without  reproving  the  treafurer,    immediately  di- 
rected the  payment  of  the  money.     Fuller  relates   this  fadi; 
Worthies  in  ^^"^^  ^  ^^^^  noble  author  has  made  fome  reflexions  on  it,  which, 
London.        though  thrown  out  in  a  (train  of  fatire  and  irony,  and  merely 
to  ferve  a   prefent  purpofe,  contain  neverthelefs  much  good 
truth  ;  and  deferve  to  be  pondered  well  by  certain  literary  re- 
'clufes,  who  upon  the  merit  of  mere  letters,  have  been  always 
ready  to  hope,  for  what  mere  letters  has  in  no  age  obtained. 
Boiing-         "  If  we  write  for  pofterity,  fays  he,  we  muft  not  complain 
tkaiTraas'   "  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  of  rewardmg  our  merit  is  left  to  pofterity  ;  and 
Occafional     "  if  we  neglect  to  ferve  the  ftate,  thofe,  who  are  appointed  to 
No>  I?         "  prefide  over  it,  break  no  rule  of  equity,  when  they  negle6t 
"  us.     Spenfer  has  been  amply  recompenfed  by  pofterity  for 
"  his  Fairy  ^leen  ;  but  the  wife  treafurer  Burghley  declined 
"  the  payment  of  an  hundred  pounds,  which  queen  Elizabeth 
"  ordered  him,  and  left  this  admirable  poet  to  ftarve.     Had 
"  Spenfer  applied  himfelf  to  more  ferious  ftudies ;  had  he  ex* 
''  celled  in  phyfics,  in  metaphyfics,  or  even  in  the  firft  philo- 
*'  fophy  or  in  theology,  inftead  of  excelling  in  wit  and  poetry, 
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**  the  amabiles  infaniae  of  Horace,  his  ufage  would  have  been 
*'  the  fame  no  doubt.  Even  the  greateft  productions  of  thefe 
"  ftudies  are  but  trifles  in  the  account  of  a  confummate  flatef- 
*'  man,  and  may  properly  enough  be  diftinguiihed  from  the  o- 
*'  thers  in  his  (enl^^  by  the  title  of  Infatiiae  feveriores.  Our 
"  Eriglifh  minifters,  to  their  honor  be  it  fpoken,  have  at  all 
"  times  proceeded  upon  this  admirable  principle.  The  moft 
'*  excellent  fermons,  the  moft  elaborate  treatifes,  have  not 
**  been  fufficient  to  procure  the  advancement  of  fome  divines, 
''  while  a  forry  pamphlet,  or  a  fpiritual  libel,  has  raifed  others 
"  to  the  higheft  dignities  of  the  church.  As  it  has  fared  with 
"  mere  divinity,  fo  has  it  fared  with  mere  eloquence:  as  one 
*'  never  caufed  the  divine,  fo  the  other  never  caufed  the  law- 
"  yer,  to  be  diftinguiftied  ;  but  we  know,  that  if  either  of  them 
"  be  employed  in  a  court -caufe,  he  never  fails  to  make  his 
*'  fortune.  The  fame  fate  has  attended  writers  of  another 
*'  kind  :  the  celebrated  Tatlers  and  SpeSfators  had  no  reward 
*' except  from  bookfellers  and  fame  i  but  when  thofe  authors 
"  made  the  difcovery  I  have  made,  and  applied  their  talents 
*'  better  in  writing  the  Englijhman  and  Freeholder^  one  was 
*'  foon  created  a  knight,  and  the  other  became  fecretary  of 
**  ftate.  In  fhort,  without  enumerating  any  more  inftances, 
"  I  may  confidently  affirm,  that  this  has  been  the  cafe  from 
"  Burghley  to  this  time.*'  We  verily  believe  with  the  noble 
author,  that  it  has  ;  and  therefore  would  earneftly  advife  all 
mere  fcholars,  mere  poets,  and  mere  wits,  not  to  fufFer  dif- 
content  and  fpleen  to  be  predominant ;  not  to  difqiiiet  and  fret 
themfelves  continually,  beca'ufe  they  may  happen  to  be  over- 
looked or  neglected  by  ftatefmen  ;  but  to  remember,  that 
,ftatefmen  a6t  altogether  upon  the  principles  of  worldly  wif- 
dom,  and  will  therefore  never  ferve  thofe,  who  either  have  it 
not  in  their  power,  or  do  not  endeavour  to  ferve  them.  If 
thefe  fcholars,  and  poets,  and  wits,  would  obtain  the  end,  let 
them  ufc  the  means  :  if  they  expert  favors  of  a  ftatefman,  let 
them  attend  him,  let  them  devote  themfelves  to  him,  let  them 
depend  uponhim,letthem  abandon  their  bodies,  fouls,wit,learn- 
ing,  and  talents  of  all  kinds  entirely  to  his  fervice.  Such  is  our  ef- 
teem  therefore  forthe  memory  of  Spcnfer,that  we  are  forry  to  fay, 
he  did  not  behave  himfelfphilofophically  enough  in  this  regard  : 
for  there  are  fcattered  among  His  poems  many  weak  and  querulous 
bemoanings  ofhardandundeferved  treatment,  not  without  fome 
Vol.  X.  H  h  fplenetic 
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fplcnetic  and  fatyrlcal  reflexions.  In  his  "  Mother  Hub- 
<«  herd's  Tale,*'  he  has  painted  the  misfortune  of  dependino-  on 
courts  and  great  perfons  :  he  has  done  it  indeed  in  a  mod 
lively  manner,  and  the  defcription  would  have  been  very  well 
if  it  had  not  flowed,  as  it  is  to  be  feared  it  did,  from  fpleen  and 
difappointment.  We  will  tranfcribe  it  however,  not  only  for 
its  beauty,  but  by  way  of  comfort  to  thofe,  who  are^  apt  to 
lament  their  own  fate,  for  not  being  dependent  upon  feme 
great  man  5  for  not  being  placed  in  the  road  to  preferment,  as 
it  is  ufuaHy  exprefled. 

*«  Full  little  knoweft  thou,  that  haft  not  try'd, 
"  What  hell  it  is  in  fuing  Ions;  to  bide  : 
*'  To  lofe  good  days  that  might  be  better  fpent, 
**  To  waft  long  nights  in  penfive  difcontent ; 
"  To  fpeed  to  day,  to  be  put  back  to-morrow, 
*'  To  feed  on  hope,  to  pine  with  fear  and  forrow  ; 
*'  To  have  thy  prince's  grace,  yet  want  her  peers, 
*'  To  have  thy  afking,  yet  wait  many  years  ; 
**  To  fret  thy  foul  with  crofles  and  with  cares, 
''  To  eat  thy  heart  with  comfortlefs  defpairs  ; 
*'  To  fawn,  to  crouch,  to  wait,  to  ride,  to  run, 
*'  To  fpend,  to  give,  to  want,  to  be  undone. 

But  though  Spenfer  had  no  intereft  with  the  lord  treafurer 
Burghley,  yet  we  find  him,  fome  time  after  his  appearance  at 
court,  ip  confiderable  efteem  with  the  moft  eminent  men  of 
that  time.  In  the  year  15799  he  was  fent  abroad  by  the  earl 
ofLeicefter;  but  it  does  not  appear  in  what  fervice.  The 
moft  important  ftep,  which  he  afterwards  made  into  bufinefs, 
was  upon  the  lord  Grey  of  Wilton's  being  appointed  lord  de- 
puty of  Ireland  ;  to  whom  Spenfer  was  recommended,  and 
went,  as  fecretary.  There  is  no  doubt,  that  he  filled  his  oflice 
with  very  good  Tjcill  and  capacity ;  as  may  appear  by  his 
"  Dlfcourfe  on  the  State  of  Ireland,"  His  fervices  to  the 
cjown  were  rewarded  by  a  grant  from  queen  Elizabeth  of 
three  thoufand  acres  of  land  in  the  county  of  Cork  :  his  houfc 
was  in  Kilcolman  ;  and  the  river  Mulla,  which  he  has  more 
than  once  introduced  into  his  poems,  ran  through  his  grounds: 
It  was  in  this  retirement,  that  he  finifhed  his  celebrated' poem 

and 
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and  chef  d'ouvre,  "  The  Fairy  ^eeriy^  which  was  probably 
begun  Come  time  before  ;  for  it  was  begun  and  finiftied  at  dif- 
ferent intervals  of  time.  He  publifhed  at  firft  only  three 
books,  with  an  explication  of  the  general  meaning  of  the 
poem,  in  a  letter  to  Sir  Waker  Ralegh,  dated  January  the  23d 
1589.  To  thefe  three  books  three  more  were  added  in  a  fol- 
lowing edition  ;  but  the  fix  laft,  for  it  confifted  of  twelve, 
were  unfortunately  loft  by  his  fervant,  whom  he  had  in  hafte 
fent  before  him  into  England.  It  was  in  this  retirement,  that 
he  was  a  more  fuccefsful  lover,  than  when  he  courted  Rofa- 
lind  :  for  the  collection  of  his  "  Sonnets"  are  a  kind  of  fhort 
hiftory  of  the  progrefs  of  a  new  amour,  which  ^ye  find  ended 
in  a  marriage,  and  gave  occafion  to  an  epithalamium,  which 
no  one  could  write  fo  vvell  as  himfelf.  Laftly,  it  was  in  this  See  RAW* 
retirement,  that  he  was  vifited  by  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  in  his 
return  from  the  Portugal  expedition  in  1589. 

In  the  rebellion  in  Ireland  under  the  earl  of  Defmond,  our 
poet  was  plundered  and  deprived  of  his  eftate  ;   and  feems  to 
have  fpent  the  latter  part  of  his  life  with  much  grief  of  heart, 
under  the  difappointment  of  a  broken  fortune.     He  died  in  the 
year  1598,  and  was  interred  in  Weftminfter  Abbey  near  the 
famous  Geoffrey  Chaucer,  as  he  had  defired  :  where  a  monu- 
ment was  ere6^ed  to  him  at  the  charge  of  Robert  Devereaux 
earl  of  Eflex.     The  prefent  infcription  is  in  Englifh,   places  ^ 
his  birth  in  1510,  and  his  death  in  1596  ;   although  Camden 
fays  exprefsly,  that  it  was  in  1598.     But  this   infcription  is 
with  reafon  (uppofed  to  have  been  put  up  fince,  when  the  mo- 
nument was   perhaps  repaired  ;  and  to    be  wholly  different 
from  the  original  one,  which  is  mentioned  by  Dr.   Fuller  and   Keepe's 
others  to  have  been  in  Latin.     In  a  fhort  Latin  traCt,  defcri-   Monumeriu 
bing  the  monuments  of  Weftminfler-Abbey  in  the  year  1600,    naft. 
and  publiflied  as  is  fuppofed  by  Mr.  Camden,  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  it.     Edmundus  Spenfer,  Londinenfis,  An- 
glicorum  Poetarum  noflri  fasculi  facile  princeps,  quod  ejus  Poe-    ' 
mata,  faventibus  Mufis  &  viCturo  genio  confcripta,  compro- 
bant.      Obiit  immatura  morte,  anno  falutis    1598,   &  prope 
Galfridum  Chaucerum  conditur,  qui  fseliciflime  Poefin  Angli^ 
cis  Uteris  primus  illuflravit.     In  quern  hasc  fcripta  funt  Epita- 
phia.       Let   us   obferve,   before   we  tranfcribe  the  epitaph, 
that  the  abfurdity  of  fuppofmg  Spenfer  born   in   1510  appears 
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plainly  from  the  expreffion  immatura  morte^  which  Is  here  ufed, 
but  certainly  would  not  have  been,  if  he  had  died  at  eighty- 
eight  years  of  age.  This  is  the  epitaph  ;  the  compofer  of 
which,  feems  to  have  had  his  eye  on  that  of  cardinal  Bembo 
upon  Raphael. 


Hie  prope  Chaucerum  litus  eft  Spenferlus,  illi 
Proximus  ingenio,  proximus  ut  tumulo. 

Hie  prope  Chaucerum,  Spenfere  Poeta,  Poetam 
Conderis,  &  verfu  quam  tumulo  proprior. 

Anglica,  te  vivo,  vixit  plaufitque  Poefis  : 
Nunc  moritura  timet,  te  moriente,  mori. 
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Poetry. 
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Such  were  the  notions  conceived  of  Spenfer,  and  fuch  the 
eloges  beftowed  on  him,  by  his  contemporaries.  Pofterity 
has  in  no  wife  been  infenfible  to  his  merit,  but  has  allowed 
him  to  be  the  firft  of  our  Englifti  poets,  who  brought  heroic 
poefy  to  any  perfection  ;  and  feems  to  be  agreed,  that  his 
Fairy  ^een  is,  for  invention  and  true  poetry,  little  inferior, 
if  not  equal,  to  any  production  ancient  or  modern  thatpreceed- 
ed  it.  Let  us  quote,  however,  the  judgments  of  a  few  cri- 
tics. Sir  William  Temple  remarks,  that  *'  the  religion  of 
*'  the  Gentiles  had  been  woven  into  the  contexture  of  all  the 
*'  ancient  poetry  with  a  very  agreable  mixture  ;  which  made 
''  the  moderns  afFeCl:  to  give  that  of  Chriftianity  a  place  alfo  in 
*'  their  poems.  But  the  true  religion  was  not  found  to  be- 
"  come  fidion  fo  well,  as  a  falfe  had  done  :  all  their  attempts 
*'  of  this  kind  feemed  rather  to  debafe  religion,  than  to 
**  heighten  poetry,  Spenfer  endeavoured  to  fupply.this  with 
*'  morality,  and  to  make  inftrudion,  inftead  of  ftory,  the  fub- 
*' je6l  of  an  epic  poem.  His  execution  was  excellent,  and 
'*  his  flights  of  fancy  very  noble  and  high  ;  but  his  defign  was 
*'  poor,  and  his  moral  lay  fo  bare,  that  it  loft  its  effeCl.  It 
*'  is  true  the  pill  was  guilded,  but  (o  thin,  that  the  color  and  the 
"  tafte  were  too  eafily  difcovered.''  Mr.  Thomas  Rhymer 
*'  alTerts,  that  "  Spenfer  may  be  reckoned  the  firft  of  our  he- 
*'  roic  poets.  He  had,  fays  he,  a  large  fpirit,  a  fharp  judg- 
"  ment,  and  a  genius  for  heroic  poefy,  perhaps  above  any 
"  that  ever  wrote  fmce  Virgil.  But  our  misfortune  is,  he 
*'  wanted  a  true  idea,  and  loft  himfelf  by  following  an  un- 

*'  faithful 
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^'  faithful  gfuide.  Though  befides  Homer  and  Virgil  he  had 
"  read  TafTo,  yet  he  rather  fufFered  himfelf  to  be  miflcd  by 
*'  Ariofto  :  with  whom,  blindly  rambling  on  marvellous  ad- 
"  ventures,  he  makes  no  confcience  of  probability.  All  is 
"  fanciful  and  chimerical,  without  any  uniformity,  or  without 
^'  any  foundation  in  truth.  In  a  word,  his  poem  is  perfect 
"  Fairy  Land."  Dryden  fays,  that  "  the  Englilh  have  only 
*'  to  bDaft  of  Spenfer  .and  Milton  in  heroic  poetry,  who  nei- 
"  ther  of  them  wanted  either  genius  or  learnin'^  to  have  been 
**  perfect  poets,  and  yet  both  of  them  are  liable  to  many  cen- 
"  fures.  For  there  is  no  uniformity  in  the  defign  of  Spenfer  j 
'*  he  aims  at  the  accomplifhmen'i  of  no  one  action  ;  he  raifes 
"  up  a  hero  for  every  one  of  his  adventures,  and  endows  each 
'^  of  them  with  fome  particular  moral  virtue,  which  renders 
"  them  all  equal,  without  fubordination  or  preference. — The. 
'*  original  of  every  knight  was  then  living  in  the  court  of 
"  queen  Elizabeth  ;  and  he  attributed  to  each  of  them  that 
"  virtue,  which  he  thought  was  moft  confpicuous  in  them  : 
"  an  ingenious  piece  of  flattery,  though  it  turned  not  much  to 

"  his  account. His  obfolete  language  and  the  ill  choice  of 

"  his  ftanza  are  faults  but  of  the  fecond  magnitude.  For  not- 
''  withftandingthe  firft,  he  is  ftill  intelligible,  at  leaft  after  a 
"  little  practice ;  and  for  the  laft,  he  is  the  more  to  be  ad- 
"  mired,  that  laboring  under  fuch  a  difficulty  his  verfes  are  fo 
"  numerous,  fo  various,  and  fo  harmonious,  that  only  Virgil, 
"  whom  he  has  profefTedly  imitated,  has  furpalTed  him  among 
"  the  Romans,  and  only  Waller  among  the  Englifh:"  Laftly, 
Mr.  Hughes  obferves  very  juftly,  that  "  the  chief  merit  of 
"  this  poem  confifts  in  that  furprifing  vein  of  fabulous  inven- 
"  tion,  vvhich  runs  througl)  it,  and  enriches  it  every  where 
*'  with  imagery  and  defcriptions,  more  than  we  meet  with  in 
"  any  other  modern  poem-  The  autiiorfeems  to  be  pofleiTed 
**  of  a  kind  of  poetical  magic;  and  the  figures  he  calls  up  to 
*'  our  view  rife  fo  thick  upon  us,  that  we  are  at  once  pleafed 
"  and  diflra6led  by  the  exhauftlefs  variety  of  them  :  fo  that 
"  his  faults  may  in  a  manner  be  imputed  to  his  excellencies. 
"  His  abundance  betrays  him  into  excels,  and  his  judgment  is 
»*  over-born  by  the  torrent  of  his  imagination." 
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SPERONE  (Speron)  an  ingenious  and  polite  Italian 
Klceron,  wHter,  was  born  of  a  nobJe  family  at  Padua  in  1500  ;  and 
torn,  XXXIX.  jvjade  fo  rapid  a  progrefs  iniiis  juvenile  ftudies,  that,  at  twen- 
ty years  of  age,  he  was  chofen  firft  profeflbr  of  logic  in  the 
univerfity  there  ;  and  was  raifed,  in  1528,  to  the  place  of  pro- 
feiTor  extraordinary  in  philofophy.  We  know  but  few  cir- 
cumftances  of  his  life.  He  lived  a  long  time  at  Rome,  and 
was  there  under  the  pontificate  of  Pius  IV,  who  made  him  a 
knight.  He  was  often  employed  in  affairs  of  importance,  and 
feveral  princes  would  have  raifed  him  to  dignities  of  any  kind  ; 
but  his  love  of  eafe  and  independence  made  him  refufe  them 
all.  Being  once  fent  to  Venice,  upon  fome  negotiation,  he 
fpoke  in  the  fenate  there  with  fo  much  eloquence,  that  the 
judges  and  advocates  left  the  bar  to  liften  to  him.  He  was 
alfo  fent  by  the  pope  to  the  kings  of  France  and  Spain  about  a 
peace  J  and  harangued  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  aflonilhed  all 
who  heard  him.  It  is  related  of  him,  that  he  was  always 
reading  mean  and  obfolete  books  ;  and  that,  on  being  afked 
why  he  amufed  himfelf  with  fuch  fluff,  he  anfwered,  *'  be- 
*'  caufe  whatever  he  flole  from  them  was  fure  to  lie  concealed  ; 
<'  whereas  if  he  was  to  take  the  fame  liberty  with  authors  of 
*'  note,  he  fliould  be  detected  and  accufed  of  plagiarifm  at 
'  *'  once."  This  may  ferve  as  a  boJi  moty  and  that  is  all  the 
ufe  of  inferting  it.  He  died  at  Padua  in  1588,  aged  88_years, 
It  is  faid  that  he  was  confummately  fkilled  in  civil  law,  in  the  • 
ology,  in  hiftory,  and  all  branches  of  literature  :  his  works  do 
not  enable  us  to-  decide  upon  this  point.  However  this  we 
are  fure  of,  that  he  was  an  admirable  mafler  of  the  Italian 
tongue  ;  and  that  he  is  cited  in  the  dictionary  of  La  Crufca,  as 
one  of  the  beft  writers  in  it.  It  is  on  this  account,  that  his 
works,  which  are  all  written  in  Italian,  are  even  now  fought 
after  and  read:  they  confift  of  dialogues,  difTertations,  orations, 
letters,  and  a  tragedy. 

SPINCKES  (Nathaniel)  an  eminent  nonjuring 
Englifh  divine,  was  born  at  Caftor  in  Northamptonfliire  in  the 
year  1653  j  and  after  a  private  education,  was  fent  to  Trinity 
college  in  Cambridge  in  1669,  but  afterwards  removed  to  Je- 
fus  College,     When  he  h^d  taken  the  degrees  in  arts,  and  got 
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into  both  orders,  he  became  a  chaplain  in  the  family  of  Sir  Ri- 
chard Edgcomb  of  Mount  Edgcomb  in  Devonftiire,  where  he 
lived  fome  time.  About  the  year  1681,  he  was  made  chap- 
Jain  to  duke  Lauderdale ;  where  he  contracted  a  great  ac- 
quaintance and  intimacy  with  Dr.  Hickes,  who  was  his  fel- 
low chaplain.  Upon  the  duke's  death  in  1683,  he  removed 
to  St.  Stephen's  Walbrooke  in  London,  where  he  continued 
two  years  curate  and  lecturer.  In  1685,  the  dean  and  chap- 
ter of  Peterborough  conferred  on  him  the  redory  of  Peakirk 
in  Northamptonfhire ;  and  while  he  was  re£lor  here,  he  mar- 
ried a  wife  who  furvived  him  but  a  week.  In  1687,  he  was 
made  a  prebendary  of  Salifbury ;'  and  the  fame  year,  inftituted 
to  the  redory  of  St.  Martin's  in  that  town.  He  was  deprived 
of  all  his  preferments  in  1690,  for  refufing  to  take  the  oaths 
to  king  William  and  queen  Mary.  He  lived  till  the  28th  of 
July  1727,  and  wrote  a  great  many  pieces  in  favor  of  the 
nonjuring  fcheme,  and  againft  thofe  who  propagated  different 
principles ;  particularly  againft  Mr.  Hoadly,  afterwards  bifhop, 
whofe  "  Meafures  of  fubmiffion  to  the  Civil  Magiftrates" 
gave  occafion  to  his  publifhing  two  or  three  pamphlets.  He 
was  a  man  of  learning,  and  particularly  fkilled  in  the  Saxon 
language  ;  in  which  way  he  was  of  ufe  to  Dr.  Hickes,  He 
is  faid  to  have  been  a  bifhop  among  the  Nonjurors, 

SPINOZA  (BENEDICT  de)  an  atheiftical  philofopher,  * 
was  the  fon  of  a  merchant,  who  was  originally  a  Portugueze; 
and  was  born  at  Amfterdam,  about  the  year  1633.  He  learned  Bayle'sDl£^; 
the  Latin  tongue  of  a  phyfician,  who  taught  it  at  Amfter- 
dam i  and  who  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  but  loofe  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  religion.  He  applied  himfelf  early  to  the  ftudy  of 
divinity,  which  he  perfued  for  many  years  ;  and  afterwards 
devoted  himfelf  entirely  to  philofophy.  Nam  repente  fuit 
iurp'ijfimus  is  a  maxim,  which  has  often  been  applied  to  Spi- 
noza :  for  he  was  firft  a  Jew,  then  a  Chriftian,  and  Jaftly  an 
Atheift,  He  was  a  Jew  by  birth ;  but  having  a  geometrical 
turn,  which  made  him  apt  to  require  a  reafon  for  every  thing, 
he  quickly  dilliked  the  dodrine  of  the  rabbins  ;  and  being 
withal  of  an  open  temper,  and  a  great  enemy  to  diffimulation, 
he  foon  difcovered  this  diflike  to  the  fynagogue.  It  is  faid 
that  the  Jews  offered  to  tolerate  him,  provided  he  would  com- 
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ply  outwardly  with  their  ceremonies  ;  nay,  that  they  even  pro- 
mifed  him   a  yearly  penfioii,   being   unwilling  t<^  lofe  a  man, 
who  was  capable  of  doing  fuch  credit  to  their  profeflion  ;   but 
he  could  not  refolve  to  comply,  having  an  averfion  to   hypo- 
crify,   as  he  thought  this  would  be.     However,   it  was  only 
by  degrees,   that  he  left  their  fynagogue  ;   and   perhaps   he 
would  not  have  broke  with  them  fo  foon,   had  he  not  been 
treacheroufly  attacked  by  a  Jew,  who  gave  him  a  thruft  with 
a  knife,  as  he  was  coming  from  a  play.     The  wound  was 
flight,  but  he  believed  the  aflaffin  defigned  to  kill  him.   From 
that  time  he  left  them  altogether,   which  was   the  reafon  of 
his  excommunication.     Afterwards   he  became  a  Chriflian  : 
"  he  profefled  to  be  a  Chriftian,  fays  Sebatlian  Kortholt,  and 
In  Praefat.      «  not  only  Went  himfelf  to  the  churches  of  the  Calvinifts   or 
Patris  fui"de   ^'  Lutherans,  but  like  wife  frequently  exhorted  others  to  go, 
tribus  im-     '«  and    greatly    recommended    fome    particular  preachers." 
po  on  us,      ^gjj^Q  repente  turpijftmus  cannot,  methinks,  be  well  applied  to 
Spinoza,   when  from  Judaifm  he  became  a  convert  to  Chrl- 
ftianity,  unlefs  we  fuppofe  that  he  was  only  a  Chriftian  out- 
wardly.    This  was  indeed  the  cafe  ;   and  it  appears  not  only 
from  his  books,  but  from  many  anecdotes  which  are  preferved 
of  his  life.     One  day  at   the  Hague,  his  hoftefs,  who  was  a 
Lutheran,  afked  him,  Whether  he  thought  falvati on  could  be  had 
in  her  religion  ?  Tour  religion^  fays  Spinoza,  is  a  very  good  one  ; 
and  you  need  feek  no  other  ^  nor  doubt  the  leaji  of  your  falvation^ 
provided  that  to  your  religion  you  join  a  peaceable^  quiet ^  inoffcti- 
five  life.     That  is,  live  as  you  fhould  do,  and  all  religions  are 
the  fame:  which  however  is   to  fay,   that  none  of  them  ase 
true,  or  have  any  pretence  to  a  divine  authority.     As  to  his 
Atheifm,  it  was  not  perhaps  fo  clear  and  evident,  as  not  to  ad- 
mit of  difputation,  till  after  his  death,   when  his  Opera  Pof- 
thuma  put  the  thing  out  of  doubt.     For  although  his  Trafta- 
tus  Theologico-Politicus,  printed  at  Amfterdam  in  the  year 
1670,  contains  all  the  feeds  of  that  Atheifm,   which  was  af- 
terwards difplayed   in  his  Opera  Pofthuma ;    though  fome 
writers  had  fhewn  clearly  enough,  that  Atheifm  was  fairly  de- 
duciblefrom  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  Tra6latus  Theo- 
logico-Politicus, yet  as  Spinoza  had  not  yet  been  a  dogmatift 
on  that  head,  one  could  not  have  been  certain  of  his  being  an 
Athcift :  fuch  ftrange,  abfurd,  and  contradictory  combinations 
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of  Ideas  are  frequently  found  to  exift  in  the  head  of  the  fame 
man. 

His  Opera  Pofthuma  however,  as  we  have  obferved,  put 
the  thing  out  of  doubt  j  and  upon  the  whole  we  fee,  that  Spi- 
noza was  a  Jew  by  birth,   aChriftian  through  policy,  and  an 
Atheift  by  principle.     His  hypothefis  was,  that  "  there  is  but  See  among 
"  one  fubftance  in  nature,  and  that  this  only  fubftance  is   en-    hispofthu- 
**  dowed  with  innnite  attributes,  and,  among  others,  with  ex-   the  piece 
*'  tenfion  and  thought.     Afterwards  he  affirms,  that  all  bodies  entitled  E- 
"  in  the  univerfe   are  modifications  of  that  fubftance,  as  it 
''  is  extended  ;   and  that,  for  inftance,  the  fouls  of  men  are 
"  modifications  of  that  fubftance,  as  it  thinks  :  (o  that  God, 
"  the  neceflary  and  moft  perfect  Being,    is  the  caufe   of  all 
"  things  that  exift,  but  do?s  not  differ  from  them.   He  affirms, 
"  that  there  is  but  one  Being,  and  one  nature;    and  that  this 
**  Being  produces  in  itfelf,  and  by  an  immanent  adion,  what- 
"  ever  goes  by  the  name  of  creatures  :   that  he  is  at  once  both 
"  agent  and  patient,  efficient  caufe  and  fubjeil:,   and  produces 
"  nothing  but  what  is  his  own  modification,"     This  abfurd 
and  monftrous  hypothefis  is  the  firft  principle,  on  which  Spi- 
noza builds  his  fyftem.     He  was,  it  is  faid,  the  firft  who  redu- 
ced Atheifm  into  a  fyftem,  and  formed  it  into  a  regular  body 
of  do6trines,  ordered  and  connefted  according  to  the  manner 
of  the  Geometricians  ;  otherwife  his  opinion  is  not  new.    Pa- 
gans, Mahometans,  and  fome  heretical  Chriftians  have  main- 
tained it.     What  are  we  to  make  of  thefe  pafTages  in  Tully  ? 
"  Neither  is  Strato,  called  the  natural  philofophery  to  be  heard^ 
"  who  thinks  that  all  divine  power  zuas   lodged  in  nature ;    in  Deo^.  \.  i. 
**  which  are  the  caufes  of  producing^  increaftng^  avd  diminijhing^   c-  5i- 
^^  but   is  without  anyfcnfe   or  figured     So  again  elfewhere,    Acad.  *L.  II, 
*'  all  things^  fays  Strato,    that   exiji^  are  effeSied  by  nature,^*    c.  38. 
The  doftrine  of  the  foul  of  the  world,  which  was  fo  common 
among  the  ancients,  and  made  the  principal  part  of  the  fyftem 
of  the  Stoicks,  is,   at  the  bottom,  the  fame  with  that  of  Spi- 
noza.    Read  only  Cato's  difcourfe  in  Lucan,  efpecially  thefe 
three  verfes  : 

Eftne  Dei  fedes  nifi  terra,  &  pontus,  &  acr,  ^^*'V*  "* 

Et  coelum  &  virtus  ?  Superos  quid  quaerimus  ultra  ?  '  ' 


Jupiter  eftquodcunque  vides,  quocunque  moveris, 
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Is  not  the  feat  of  Jove ^  earthy  fea^  and  air, 
Jnd  heaven  y  and  virtue  P  where  would  we  farther  trace 
The  God  f  where' ere  we  move,  whaie'ere  we  fee. 
Is  Jove, 

The  firft  and  fundamental  principle  of  the  two  fyftems  is 
manifeftly  the  fame  ;  and  perhaps  the  difference,  if  there  be 
any,  would  be  found  to  confift  chiefly  in  the  different  man- 
ner of  explaining  it. 

Spinoza  is  generally  allowed  to  have  been  a  fociable,  af- 
fable, honeft,  friendly,  and  a  good  moral  man.  He  was 
temperate,  liberal,  difmterefted.  He  faid  nothing  in  converfa- 
tion,  but  what  was  edifying  ;  never  fwore  ;  never  fpoke  dif- 
refpe6tfully  of  God  ;  went  fometimes  to  hear  fermons,  and 
conflantly  exhorted  others  to  go.  This  may  feem  ftrange, 
confidering  his  principles  ;  yet  not  ftranger,  if  we  confider  it, 
than  that  men  fhould  lead  wicked  lives,  who  are  believers  of 
the  gofpel.  He  felt  fo  ftrong  an  inclination  to  enquire  after 
truth,  that  he  renounced  the  world  in  a  manner,  the  better  to 
fucceed  in  that  enquiry.  Not  contented  to  free  himfelf  from 
all  manner  of  bufinefs,  he  alfo  left  Amfterdam,  becaufe  the 
vifits  of  his  friends  too  much  interrupted  his  fpeculations  ; 
and  after  often  changing  his  place  of  refidence,  fettled  at  the 
Hague.  None  of  his  retirements,  however,  could  prevent 
his  fame  and  reputation  from  fpreading  far  and  wide ;  which 
occafioned  him  frequent  vifits  at  home,  as  well  as  invitations 
from  abroad.  The  famous  prince  of  Conde,  whofe  learning 
was  almoft  as  great  as  his  courage,  and  who  loved  the  con- 
verfation  of  freethinkers,  defired  to  fee  Spinoza,  and  procured 
him  a  pafs  to  come  to  Utrecht,  when  he  commanded  there 
the  troops  of  France.  Spinoza  went :  and  though  the  prince 
of  Conde  was  gone  to  vifit  a  poll  the  day  Spinoza  arrived  at 
Utrecht,  yet  he  returned  as  foon  as  poflible,  and  held  much 
difcourfe  with  that  philofopher.  The  Palatine  court  defired 
to  have  him,  and  offered  him  a  profefforfhip  of  philofophy  at 
Heidelberg.  Mr.  Fabricius,  who  was  ordered  to  write  to 
^  him  upon  this  occafion,  promifed  Spinoza  "  a  full  liberty  of 
*'  philofophifing ;  of  which,  adds  he,  the  ele6lor  thinks  you 
*'  will  not  make  an  ill  ufe  to  the  prejudice  of  the  religion  by 
<'  law  eftablifhed.     If  you  come  hither  you  will  lead  a  plea- 

«  fant 


SPINOZA.  475 

«'  fant  life,  and  fuch  as  becomes  a  philofopher."     Take  the 

original  :  philofophandi  liber taiem  habebis  amplijfimam^   qua  te 

ad  publice  Jiabilitam   religionem   conturhandam  non  abufurum 

credit. — Hoc  iiniim  addo^   te,  fi  hue  veneris,  vitam  philofopho 

dignam  cum  voluptate  tranfacJurum,  Spinoza  anfwered,  that  if  Spinoz.  Op. 

he  had  ever  wifhed  to  be  a  profeflbr,  he  could  not  have  wifhed  Poft.p-  562. 

for  any  other  profeflbrfliip,  than  that  which  was  offered  him 

in   the  palatinate  j    "  efpecially  for  the  liberty  of  philofo- 

"  phifing,   which  his  ele<5loral  highnefs  vouchfafed  to  grant 

"  hinn  :'*  prafertim  ob  libertaiem  philofophandi,  quam  princeps 

clementifftmus  concedere  dignatur.  It  is  curious  to  obferve,   that  jj^j^      .g^ 

among  other  reafons  he  gives  in  excufe  for  not  accepting  this 

profcfforfhip,  one  is,  that  "  he  does  not  know  within  what 

*'  bounds  he  muft  confine  himfelf,  that  he  might  not  feem  to 

"  be  a  dillurber  of  the  religion  by  law  eftablifhed.'*     Cogito 

deinde,  fays  he,  me  nefcire,  quibus  limitibus  libertas  ijia  philo' 

fophandi  intercludi  debeat,  ne  videar  publice  Jiabilitam  religionem 

per tur bare  velle.     So  delicate  was  this  philofopher,  where  his 

liberty  was  in  queftion  !  '^'^'  P'  ^^S- 

He  died  of  aconfumption  at  the  Hague,  in  February  \^']']^ 
in  the  forty- fifth  year  of  his  age;  fo  fully  confirmed  in  his 
atheifm,  that  he  had  taken  fome  precautions  to  conceal  his 
wavering  and  inconftancy,  if  perchance  he  fliould  difcover 
any.  Mr.  Bayle,  in  his  Thoughts  upon  Comets,  has  given  us 
this  account  :  Spinoza,  fays  he,  **  was  the  greateft  atheift 
"  that  ever  lived  ;  and  he  grew  fo  fond  of  certain  philofophic 
"  principles,  that  the  better  to  meditate  upon  them,  he  con- 
^'  fined  himfelf  to  a  clofe  retirement,  renouncing  all  the  plea- 
"  fures  and  vanities  of  the  world,  and  minding  nothing  but 
"  thofe  abftrufe  meditations.  Being  upon  the  point  of  death, 
"  he  fent  for  his  landlady  ;  and  defired,  that  fhe  would  not 
*'  fuffer  any  minifter  to  fee  him  in  that  condition.  His  rea- 
"  fon  for  it  was  fuppofed  to  be,  that  he  had  a  mind  to  die 
*'  without  difputing,  and  was  afraid  that  the  weaknefs  of  his 
"  fenfes  might  make  him  fay  fomething  inconfiftent  with  his 
"  principles :  that  is,  he  was  afraid  it  would  be  faid  in  the  world, 
'^  that  his  confcience,  awakening  at  the  fight  of  death,  had  damp- 
"  ed  his  courage,  and  made  him  renounce  his  opinions.*'  His 
friends  fay,  that  out  of  modefty  he  defired,  that  no  feiSlfhouIdbe 
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called  after  his  name.     Thus  we  are  told  in  the  preface  to  his 
Pojihumous  Works ^   that  "•  th^  tzvo  initial  letters  only  of  the 
"  author'' s  name  were  put  to  the  hook <i   hccaufe  (i  little  before  his 
*'  death  he  exprefsly  deftred^   that  his  name  Jhould  not  be  pre-^ 
^'^  fixed  to  his  et hicks ^  which  he  had  ordered  to  be  printed.   And 
*'  why  he  did  Jo ^  no  other  reafon  can  feemingly  be  given,   but 
*'  becaufe  he  would  not  have  the  dodrine  called  in  his  name. 
*'  For  he  fays,  in  the  2^th  chapter  of  the  appendix  to  the  ^th 
"  part  of  his  Ethicks,  that  thofe  who  would  help  others  to  the 
'*  attainment   of  the  fupreme  good,  will  not  deftre  that  their 
*'  doSirine  be  called  by  their  names  :   and  where  he  is  expldin- 
*'  ing  what  ambition  is,   he  plainly  taxes  fuch  as  do  this  with 
"  being  ambitious  of  glory,'''     In  the  mean  time,  he  does  not 
appear  to  have  had  many  followers.     Few  have   been  fuf- 
pe6led  of  adhering  to  his  do£trine ;  and  among  thofe,  who 
have  been  fufpe£led,   few  have  ftudied  it ;  to  which  we  may 
add,  with  Mr.  Bayle,  that  of  thofe  who  have  ftudied  it,  i^w 
have  underftood   it,  by  reafon  of  the  many  difficulties  and 
impenetrable  abftractions  which  attend  it.  Our  Toland  feems 
to  have  approached  the  neareft  to  his  fyftem  of  any  modern 
freethinker  :  and  indeed  the  doctrines,  inculcated  in  his  Pan- 
theifticon,  are  much  the  fame  with  thofe  of  Spinoza. 

S  P  O  N  (Charles)  a  very  ingenious  and  learned  French- 
man, was  the  fon  of  a  merchant,  and  born  at  Lyons  the  25th 
Nouvelles  of  December,  1609.  He  was  fent  at  eleven  years  of  age  to 
p^bSque'des  ^^^  ^^  Germany,  from  whence  his  grandfather  had  removed 
Lettres,  for  the  fake  of  fettlmg  in  commerce,  to  learn  Latin  :  and  he 
Art  v.*  in'^'  ^^^^  ^  proficiency,  fuitable  to  his  uncommon  parts.  He 
the  Oeuvres  had  a  fine  talent  for  Latin  poetry ;  and  Mr.  Bayle  fays,  that 
Bayk  ".  J^.  ^^  ^^^  ^"  extemporary  piece  in  iambics  upon  the  deluge  and 
p.  92.  laft  conflagration,  compofed  by  him  at  fourteen  years  of  age, 

which  would  have  done  honor  to  an  adult,  if  it  had  been 
written  in  the  hours  of  leifure.  At  his  return  from  Germa- 
ny, he  was  fent  to  Paris  ;  and  lived  with  Mr.  de  Rodon  in 
the  years  1625  and  1626,  who  taught  him  philofophy.  Mr. 
de  Rodon  was  a  great  matter ;  and  one  of  thofe,  who  had 
deferted  the  fyftem  of  Ariftotle,  and  embraced  that  of  Epi- 
curus,  as  corrected  by  the  celebrated  GafTendi.     He  ftudied 
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alfo  mathematics  and  aftronomy  under  John  Baptift  Morin  ; 
but  did  not  contrad  the  taint  of  aftrology,  with  which  that 
otherwife  great  man  was  fo  mortally  infe6ted.  From  1627, 
he  applied  himfelf  to  medicine  for  three  or  four  years  ;  and 
quittincr  Paris  in  1632,  went  to  Montpellier,  where  he  was 
received  dodor  in  that  faculty.  Two  years  after,  he  was  ad- 
mitted a  member  of  the  college  of  Phyfic  at  Lyons  5  at  which 
place  he  pradifed  with  great  fuccefs  in  his  profeffior),  till 
the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  made,  in  1645,  a  kind  of 
honorary  phyfician  to  the  king.  He  maintained  a  corre- 
fpopdence.with  all  the  learned  of  Europe,  and  efpecially  with 
the  famous  Guy  Patin,  profeflbr  of  phyfic  at  Paris  ;  above  a 
hundred  and  fifty  of  whofe  letters  to  Mr.  Spon  were  publifhed 
after  his  death.  He  was  perfectly  (killed  in  the  Greek  lan- 
guage, and  underftood  the  German  as  well  as  his  own.  He 
always  cultivated  his  talent  for  Latin  poetry,  and  put  the 
aphorifms  of  Hippocrates  into  verfe ;  but,  becaufe  others  had 
done  the  fame,  did  not  publifh  them.  He  publiflied  in  166 1 
the  prognoftics  of  Hippocrates  in  hexametre  verfe,  which  he 
iniitled  Sibylla  Medica  ;  and  dedicated  them  to  his  friend 
Guy  Patin.  He  publifhed  fome  other  things  of  his  own, 
and  did  great  fervice  to  the  republic  of  letters,  by  occalioning 
the  works  of  other  men  to  be  publifhed,  as  many  were  at 
Lyons  under  his  infpedion  and  care  :  the  printing  the  volume 
of  Senncrtus's  letters  was  owing  intirely  to  him.  He  had  a 
vaft  veneration  and  afFe6tion  for  GafTendi,  and  wrote  the  fol- 
lowing diffich  at  his  death,  which  has  been  much  admired  : 

Gaflendus  moritur,  Sophia  luget,  ingemit  orbis. 
Sponius  in  lu6lu  eft  :  folus  Olympus  ovat. 

Mr.  Spon  died  the  21ft  of  February  1684,  after  an  ill- 
nefs  of  about  two  months.  He  was  a  good-natured  man, 
without  either  fpleen  or  ambition,  of  few  words,  fond  of  his 
ftudy,  fmcere,  polite,  charitable,  pious,  and  a  lover  of  man- 
kind. He  left  behind  him  a  fon,  of  whom  we  (hall  fpeak 
immediately,  who  became  a  more  illuftrious  man,  than  him- 
felf had  been  :  he  lived  to  fee  him  fo  ;  and  therefore  thofe 
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lines,  where  Ovid  fpeaks  to  Caefar,   are  very  pertinently  ap- 
plied by  Mr.  Bayle  to  him  : 

. Natique  videns  bene  fa(3:a  fatetur 

EfTe  majora  fuis,  &  vinci  gaudet  ab  illo. 

Metamorph.  Lib.  xv. 


Nouvelles, 
&c.  Juin, 
1686.    Art. 
II. 


Nouvelles, 
Fcvr.  1686. 
Art.  IX. 


S  P  O  N  (James)  was  the  fon  of  Charles  Spon,  and  born 
at  Lyons  in  1647.  After  an  education  of  great  care,  he  was 
admitted  do6tor  of  phyfic  at  Montpellier  in  1667,  and  a 
member  of  the  college  of  phyficians  at  Lyons  in  1669.  Thefe 
two  years  he  fpent  at  Strafburg  with  the  learned  Boeder ; 
and  there  becoming  very  intimate  with  Mr.  Charles  Patin,  he 
contracted,  probably  from  that  gentleman,  a  ftrong  gout  for 
antiquities.  Some  time  after,  Mr.  Vaillant,  the  king's  anti- 
quary, palling  through  Lyons  to  Italy  in  queft  of  medals  and 
other  antiquities,  Mr.  Sp:)n  accompanied  him.  —  He  after- 
wards, in  the  years  1675  and  1676,  made  a  voyage  to  Dal- 
matia,  Greece,  and  the  Levant,  in  company  with  Mr. 
Wheeler;  of  all  which  places  he  has  given  us  a  very  fine  ac- 
count. Whether  he  was  weak  by  nature,  or  hurt  himfelf  by 
this  voyage,  does  not  appear ;  but  he  never  afterwards  en- 
joyed good  health.  Being  of  the  reformed  religion,  he  was 
obliged  to  decamp  in  1685,  when  the  edift  of  Nants  was  re- 
voked :  he  intended  to  retire  to  Zurich,  the  freedom  of  which 
city  had  been  beftowed  in  an  honorary  manner  upon  his  fa- 
ther, and  was  upon  the  road  thither;  but  wintering  at  Vevay, 
a  town  upon  the  lake  Leman,  he  died  there  the  25th  of  De- 
cember i686.  He  was  a  member  of  the  academy  of  the  Ri- 
covrati  at  Padua  ;  of  that  of  the  Beaux  Efprits,  eftabliflied  at 
Nimes  by  letters  patents  in  1682  :  and  he  would  have  been  an 
ornament  to  any  fociety  in  the  world  ;  for,  as  Mr.  Bayle 
has  faid  of  him,  and  a  vaft  eloge  it  is,  "  the  qualities  of  a 
'*  learned  and  thofe  of  an  honeft  man  were  never  more  hap- 
"  pily  united,  than  in  him." 

He  was  the  author  of  many  valuable  and  curious  works, 
printed  at  Lyons  ;  the  principal  of  which  are  thefe  :  i .  Re- 
cherches  des  Antiquitez  de  Lyon.  1674,  8vo.  2.  Ignotorum 
atque  obfcurorum  Deorum  arae.  1677,  8vo.  3.  Voyage  de 
Grece  &  du  Levant  1677,  in  3  volumes,  i2mo.  4,  Hiftoirede 
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la  Ville,  &  del'Etatde  Geneva,  1680,  in  two  volumes  i2mo. 
This  work  was  publifhed  in  Englifli  in  1687,  folio,  after  ha- 
ving gone  through  feveral  editions  in  the  original :  which  need 
not  be  wondered  at,  fince  according  to  Mr.  Bayle,  who  was 
a  very  competent  judge,  it  was  extremely  perfe6t  in  its  kind.   Nouvelles, 
5.  Lettre  au  P.  la  Chaife  fur  TAntiquite  de  la  Religion,  in   &c.  janv. 
i2mo.    Anfwered  by  Mr.  Arnaud,  but  often  reprinted.    6,   Jy,^* 
Recherchescurieufesd'Antiquite,  1683,  4to.     7.  Mifcellanea 
eruditae  Antiquitatis,  1679,  and  1683,  folio.  Befides  thefe,  he 
publifhed  feveral  things  of  a  fmaller  nature,  upon  fubjecSIs  re- 
lating to  his  own  profeffion. 

SPONDANUS  (Joannes)  or  John  de  Sponde,  a  man 
of  uncommon  abilities  and  learning,  was  the  fon  of  a  coun- 
fellor  and  Secretary  to  Jane  d' Albert,  queen  of  Navarre  ;  and 
was  born  at  Maulcon  de  Soule  in  the  country  of  Bifcay,  in  the 
year  1557.  He  made  a  confiderable  progrefs  in  literature;  fp^^j^^^^' 
and,  when  he  was  not  more  than  twenty  years  of  age,  began  NUS, 
a  commentary  upon  Homer's  Iliad  and  OdyfTee,  which  was 
printed  at  Bafil  1583,  in  folio,  with  a  dedication  to  bis  pa- 
tron the  king  of  Navarre,  afterwards  Henry  IV  of  France. 
His  notes  and  obfervations  upon  Homer  are  very  inconfidera- 
ble,  Cafaubon  calls  them  futiles ;  neverthelefs,  it  is  wonderful 
that  fo  young  an  author  fhould  have  fo  much  reading  and 
learning  as  appears  in  them.  The  fame  year,  he  caufed  A- 
riftotle's  Logic  to  be  printed  at  Bafil,  in  Greek  and  Latin, 
with  marginal  notes.  He  abjured  the  reformed  religion  in 
1593,  and  immediately  publiftied  a  declaration  of  his  reafons 
for  doing  fo.  He  left  the  court  foon  after  his  abjuration,  and 
went  to  conceal  himfelf  in  the  mountains  of  Bifcav  ;  where  he 
read  and  wrote  himfelf  to  death.  He  died  the  i8th  of  March 
1595,  and  was  buried  at  Bourdeaux.  He  is  reprefented  as 
having  fpent  this  fhort  life  of  his  in  much  fatigue  and  mi- 
fery. 

SPONDANUS  (Henricus)  or  Henry  de  Sponde,  a 
younger  brother  of  John  de  Sponde,  was  born  the  6th  of  Ja- 
nuary 1568,  and  educated  at  Ortez  ;  where  the  reformed  had    Niceron, 
a  college,  and  where  he  diftinguiflied  himfelf  early  by  his  fa-    *^'"* 
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clllty  of  acquiring  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages.  Then  he 
applied  himfelf  to  the  fludy  of  the  civil  and  canon  law,  and 
afterwards  went  to  Tours,  whither  the  parliament  of  Paris, 
was  transferred  :  and  here  his  learning  and  eloquence  at  the 
bar  bringing  him  under  the  notice  of  Henry  IV,  then  prince 
of  Beam,  he  was  made  by  him  mafter  of  the  requefts  at  Na- 
varre. In  the  mean  time,  he  read  with  much  eagernefs  the 
controverfial  works  of  Bellarmine  and  Perron  ;  and  thefe  made 
fuch  an  impreflion  on  him,  that,  after  the  example  of  his 
brother  John,  he  forfook  the  Proteftant  religion,  and  embra- 
ced the  Popifti.  He  made  his  abjuration  at  Paris  in  1595. 
In  1600,  he  went  to  Rome,  where  he  fpent  fome  years:  he 
took  prieft's  orders  there  in  1606,  and  that  year  returned  to 
Paris,  but  fome  time  after  went  again  to  Rome,  where  he 
was  put  into  an  ofHce  by  pope  Paul  V,  who  loved  him  much. 
The  great  refpe£l  he  met  with  in  Italy,  determined  him  to 
fpend  the  remainder  of  his  days  there  :  but,  in  1626,  he  was 
recalled  into  France,  and  made  biftiop  of  Pamiers  by  Lewis 
XIII.  He  hefitated  at  firft  about  accepting  this  bifliopric ; 
but  pope  Urban  VIII,  commanding  him,^he  went  and  entered 
upon  it  in  May  1627.  Soon  after  his  inftallation,  the  duke  of 
Rohan,  who  was  commander  of  the  Huguenots,  took  Pa- 
miers :  Spondanus  however  efcaped  by  a  breach  in  the  walls ; 
and  the  year  after,  when  the  town  was  retaken  by  the  prince 
of  Conde,  received  letters  of  congratulation  upon  his  fafety 
from  Urban  VIII.  He  quitted  Pamiers  in  1642,  and  went  to 
Thouloufe;  where  he  died  the  year  after. 

The  knowledge  he  had  of  Baronius  when  he  was  in  Italy, 
and  the  great  friendfhip  that  always  fubfifted  between  them, 
fuggefted  to  him  the  defign  of  abridging  his  Annales  Eccle- 
fiaftici.  This  he  did  with  Baronius's  confent ;  and  not  only 
abridged,  but  continued  them  from  the  year  1197,  where 
Baronius  left  ofF,  to  the  year  1640.  Both  the  abridgment 
and  continuation  have  been  often  reprinted.  Spondanus 
publifhed  alfo,  in  folio,  Annales  Sacri  a  Mundi  Creatione 
ad  ejufdem  Redemptionem  :  and  fome  other  things  of  a  fmall 
kind. 

SPOTS- 
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SPOTSWOOD  (John)  archblfliop  of  St.  Andrews 
in  Scotland,  was  defcended  from  an  ancieftt  and  diftinguiihed   Life  of 
family  in  that  country.     His  grandfather  was  flain  in  the  bat-    Archbi/hop 
tie  of  Flodden-field  with  his  king,  James  IV ;  and   his  fa-   prefixed °to 
ther,  who  was  a  divine,  and  minifter  of  Calder,  and  fuper-   ^^^  «  Hift. 
intendant  of  Lothian,  Merfe,  and  Teviotdale,  married  Bea-   <«  church  of 
trix  Crichton,  daughter  of  the  laird  of  Lugton,  an  ancient   "  Scotl." 
baron  of  Scotland,     Our  archbifhop  was  born  in  the  year  fo^lJ,/  '  ^^' 
1565  ;  and  the  writer  of  his  life  tells  us,  with  a  very  ferious 
air,  that  he  was  no  fooner  brought  into  the  world,  than  a 
moft  remarkable  pafTage  accompanied  it.    For  among  the  reft 
that  were  prefent  at  his  birth,  not  ordinary  gofTipers,  fays  he, 
but  women  of  good  note,  there  was  one  among  them,  who 
in  a  fober,  though  in  a  prophetic  fit,  taking  the  child  in  her 
arms,   called    aloud  to  the  reft  in  thefe  or  the  like  terms, 
*^'  You  may  all  very  well  rejoice  at  the  birth  of  this  child  ; 
''  for  he  will  become  the  prop  and  pillar  of  this  church,  and 
*'  the  main  and  chief  inftrument  in  defending  it."   He  fhewed 
from  his  childhood  a  very  pregnant  wit,  great  fpirit,   and  a 
good  memoiy  ;  and  being  educated  in  the  univerlity  of  Glaf- 
cow,  arrived  fo  early  to  peifedion,  that  he  received  his  de- 
grees in  his  1 6th  year*     Having  made  himfelf  a  thorough 
mafter  of  prophane  learning,  he  applied  himfelf  to  facred  ; 
and  became  fo  diftinguiftied  in  it,  that  at  eighteen  years  of  age 
he  was  thought  fit  to  fucceed  his  father  in  the  patronage  of 
Calder. 

In  1 60 1,  he  attended  Lodowick  duke  of  Lenox  as  chap- 
lain, in  his  ambafly  to  the  court  of  France,  for  confirming 
the  antient  amity  between  the  two  nations  j  and  returned  in 
the  ambafiador's  retinue  through  England.  In  1603,  upon 
the  acceflion  of  James  I  to  the  throne  of  England,  he  was 
appointed,  among  other  eminent  perfons,  to  attend  his  ma- 
jefty  into  that  kingdom  ;  and  the  fame  year,  was  advanced  to 
the  archbifhopric  of  Glafcow,  snd  made  one  of  the  privy 
council  in  Scotland.  In  1610,  he  prefided  in  the  afTembly  at 
Glafcow ;  and  the  fame  year,  upon  the  king's  command,  re- 
paired to  London  about  ecclefiaftical  affairs.  He  was  fo 
adllve  in  matters,  which  concerned  the  recovery  and  welfare 
of  the  church  of  Scotland,  that  during  the  courfe  of  his  mi- 
VoL.  X.  li  niliry^ 
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niftry,  be  is  fuppofed  to  have  made  no  lefs  than  fifty  jour- 
neys from  thence  to  London,  chiefly  op  that  account.  Hav- 
ing filled  the  fee  of  Glafcow  eleven  years,  he  was  tranflated  in 
1 6 15  to  that  of  St.  Andrews  ;  and  thus  became  primate  and 
metropolitan  of  all  Scotland.  The  year  following,  he  prefi- 
ded  in  the  afTembly  of  Aberdeen  ;  as  he  did  likewifein  feverai 
other  aflemblies  for  the  reftoring  the  ancient  dlfcipline,  and 
bringing  the  church  of  Scotland  to  fome  degrees  of  unifor- 
mity with  that  of  England.  He  continued  in  high  efleem  with 
king  James  I,  during  his  whole  reign  ;  nor  was  he  lefs  va- 
lued by  king  Charles  I,  who  in  1633  was  crowned  by  him  in 
the  Abbey-Church  of  Holyrood-Houfe.  In  1635,  he  was 
made  chancellor  of  Scotland ;  which  pofl  he  had  not  held 
full  four  years,  when  the  confufions  breaking  out  there  obli- 
ged him  to  retire  into  England.  Being  broken  with  age,  and 
grief,  and  ficknefs,  he  went  firfl  to  Newcaflle  ;  and  continued 
there,  till  by  reft  and  the  care  of  the  phyficians  he  had  re- 
covered ftrehgth  enough  to  travel  to  London  :  where  he  no 
fooner  arrived,  than  he  relapfed,  and  died  the  26th  of  No- 
vember 1639.  He  was  folemnly  interred  in  Weftminfter- 
Abbey,  and  an  infcription  upon  brafs  was  fixed  over  him* 
He  married  a  daughter  of  David  Lindfay,  bifhop  of  Rofs  ; 
by  whom  he  had  feverai  children.  Sir  Robert  Spotfwood  his 
fecond  fon,  was  eminent  for  his  abilities  and  knowledge  in 
the  laws  ;  was  preferred  by  king  James,  and  afterwards  by 
king  Charles  ;  and  was  put  to  death  for  adhering  to  the 
Hift.  of  Re-  Marquifs  of  Montrofe.  Lord  Clarendon  calls  him  "  a  wor- 
bell.  b.  X.  <c  xhy  honeft  loyal  gentleman,  and  as  wife  a  man  as  the 
"  Scotifh  nation  had  at  that  time." 

In  1655,  was  publifhed  at  London  in  folio,  archbifhop 
Spotfwood*s  ^'  Hiftory  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  beginning 
*«  the  year  of  our  Lord  203,  and  continued  to  the  end  of  the 
*«  reign  of  king  James  VI."  In  his  dedication  of  this  hiflory 
to  king  Charles  I,  dated  the  15th  of  November  1639,  he  ob- 
ferves  very  wifely,  that  "  there  is  not  among  men  a  greater 
*«  help  for  the  attaining  unto  wifdom,  than  is  the  reading  of 
*«  hiftory.  We  call  experience  a  good  miftrefs,  fays  he,  and 
"  fo  fixe  is  5  but  as  it  is  in  our  Scotifh  prowcth^Jhe /Mm quits 

*'tbf 


S  P  R  A  N  G  H  E  R.  483 

<«  the  cojl,  Hlftory  is  not  fo  :  it  teacheth  us  at  other  men's 
**  coft,  and  carrieth  this  advantage  more,  that  in  a  few  hours 
*'  reading  a  man  may  gather  more  inftru6lions  out  of  the  fame, 
*«  than  twenty  men  living  fucceffively  one  after  another 
*'  can  poflibly  learn  by  their  own  experience."  This  hiftory 
.was  begun  at  the  influence  and  command  of  king  James  ; 
.contains  a  great  variety  of  matters,  ecclefiaftical  and  politi- 
cal j  and  is  fuppofed  to  be  written  with  much  fidelity  and  im- 
partiality. 

SPRANGHER  (Bartholomew)  a  Germau 
painter,  was  the  fon  of  a  merchant,  and  born  at  Antwerp  in 
the  year  1546.  He  was  brought  up  under  variety  of  mafters, 
and  then  went  to  Rome ;  where  Cardinal  Farnefe  took  him 
into  his  fervice,  and  afterwards  recommended  him  to  pope 
Pius  V.  He  was  employed  at  Belvidere,  and  fpent  thirty 
eight  months  in  drawing  the  picture  of  "  The  Day  ofjudg- 
*'  ment ;"  which  pi6lure  is  ftill  over  that  pope's  tomb. 
While  he  was  working  upon  it,  Vafari  told  his  holinefs, 
that  "  whatever  Sprangher  did,  was  fo  much  time  loft :" 
notwithftanding  which,  the  pope  commanded  him  to  go  on. 
It  is  allowed,  that  he  gave  himfelf  up  to  the  warmth  of  an  ir- 
regular fancy,  and  wanted  judgment ;  and  that  there  appeared 
.nothing  of  the  Roman  gufto  in  his  defigns.  After  a  great 
number  of  pidlures  done  in  feveral  parts  of  Rome  he  returned 
to  Germany,  and  became  chief  painter  to  the  emperor  Maxi- 
milian U ;  and  was  fo  much  refpe6led  by  his  fucceflbr  Ro- 
dolphus,  that  that  emperor  prefented  him  with  a  gold  chain 
and  medal,  allowed  him  a  penfion,  honoured  him  and  his 
jpoHerity  with  the  title  of  nobility,  lodged  him  in  his  own  pa- 
lace, and  would  fuffer  him  to  paint  for  no  body  but  himfelf. 
After  many  years  continuance  in  his  court,  he  obtained  leave 
to  vifit  his  own  country  ;  and  accordingly  went  to  Antwerp, 
Amfterdam,  Haerlem,  and  feveral  other  places:  and  having 
had  the  fatisfadion  of  feeing  his  own  works  highly  admired, 
and  his  manner  almoft  univerfally  followed  In  all  thofe  parts, 
as  well  as  in  Germany,  he  returned  to  Prague,  and  died  in  a 
go.Qd  old  age. 

I'll  SPRAT 
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SPRAT  (Dr.  Thomas)  bifliop  of  Rochefter,  and  a 
fine  Englifh  writer,  was  the  Ton  of  a  clerg)'man ;  and  was 
born  at  Tallaton  In  Devonfhire,  in  the  year  1636.  He  was 
Wood's  A-  educated  at  a  private  fchool ;  and,  in  1651,  admitted  a  com- 
then.  Ox.  moner  of  Wadham  College  in'  Oxford.  Having  taken  the 
io96.Lond.  degrees  in  arts,  he  was  chofen  fellow  of  his  college  ;  and  be- 
'721-  came  a  great  admirer  of  Dr.  Wilkins,  Dr.   Seth  Ward,  Dr. 

Ralph  Bathurft,  Mr.  Chriftopher  Wren,  &c.  In  1659,  he 
publifhed  two  poems  ;  one  on  the  death  of  Oliver  Cromwell, 
and  another  on  the  plague  of  Athens.  He  dedicated  his  pa- 
negyric on  Cromwell  to  Dr.  Wilkins,  who  was  the  warden  of 
his  college,  and  had  married  Cromwell's  filler  ;  and  in  the 
dedication  tells  him,  that  *'  his  verfes  are  little  proportioned 
*'  and  equal  to  the  renown  of  that  prince,  on  whom  they  were 
''  written  ;  fuch  great  a6lions  and  lives  deferving  rather  to  be 
*«  the  fubje<5i:s  of  the  nobleft  pens  and  mod  divine  phanfies, 
"  than  of  fuch  fmall  beginners  and  weak  elTayers  in  poetry, 
*'  as  himfelf."  He  acquired  the  name  of  the  Pindaric  Sprat 
by  this  poem,  as  Mr.  Wood  relates  ;  but  had  reafon  to  be 
aftiamed  of  the  title,  and  no  doubt  was  heartily  fick,  after  the 
reftoration,  of  all  the  reputation  this  poem  had  gained  him  ; 
fince  it  then  expofed  him  to  great  contempt  and  infult,  and 
to  the  fevcrides  of  every  writer,  who  either  difliked  his  per- 
fon  or  his  principles.  **  I  (hall  not,"  fays  the  famous  Henry 
Stubbe,  in  a  piece  written  againft  Sprat's  Hijiory  of  the  Royal 
Society  -,  "  I  fliall  not  have  any  Pindaric  Ode  in  the  prefs, 
*'  dedicated  to  the  happy  memory  of  the  moji  renowned  Prince 
*«  Oliver^  Lord  Protector  %  nothing  to  recommend  ihtfacred 
^«  urn  of  that  blefled  fpirit  to  the  veneration  of  poftcrity, 
«  as  if 

*'  His  fame  like  man^  the  elder  it  doth  groWy 
*'  Will  of  it f elf  turn  whiter  tooy 
*'  JVithout  what  needlefs  art  can  do, 

*'  I  never  compared  that  regicide  to  Mofes,  or  his  fon  to 
*'  Joftiua,  when  other  men*s  flatteries  did  exorbitate,"  &c. 
It  muft  have  been  very  aukward  and  difficult,  for  a  man  even 
of  Sprat's  addrefs  and  eloquence,  to  repel  the  attacks  of  fuch 

an 
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an  antagonift  ;  and  it  was  no  doubt  on  that  account,  that  he 
prudently  declined  the  attempt.  What  would  Sprat  have 
given,  after  the  reftoration,  to  have  had  all  the  copies  of  his 
panegyric  upon  Cromwell  annihilated  ?  What  would  he 
not  have  given  ? 

When  king  Charles  II,  was  reftored,  he  turned  about,  en- 
tered into  orders,  became  fellow  of  the  royal  fociety,  chaplain 
to  George  duke  of  Buckingham,  and  afterwards  chaplain  to. 
the  king.  In  1664,  he  wrote  "  Obfervations  upon  M.  de 
*'  Sorbiere's  Voyage  into  England  :"  they  are  addrefled  to 
Dr.  Chriftopher  Wren  then  profefTor  of  aftronomy  in  Ox- 
ford, and  employed  in  chaftifmg  certain  indecent  liberties, 
taken  by  that  conceited  traveller  with  the  Englifh  nation  ; 
which  they  do  with  great  vivacity,  wit,  and  eloquence. 

In  1667,  he  publifhed  the  "  Hlftory  of  the  Royal  Society," 
in  4to.  which,  notwithftanding  Mr.  Stubbe  wrote  againft  it, 
is  in  truth  an  excellent  work,  and  has  been  reprinted,  as  it 
deferved  to  be,  feveral  times.  There  is  prefixed  to  it  an 
"  Ode  to  the  Royal  Society,"  written  by  Mr.  Cowley  ;  iti 
which  the  following  lines  relate  to  Mr.  Sprat,  whom  Cowley 
always  favoured. 

"  And  ne'er  did  fortune  better  yet 

"  Th'  hiftorian  to  the  ftory  fit. 

"  As  you  from  all  old  errors  free 

<'  And  purge  the  body  of  philofophy  ; 

*'  So  from  all  modern  follies  he 

*'  Has  vindicated  eloquence  and  wit,  , 

*'  His  candid  ftyle  like  a  clean  ftream  does  Aide, 

*'  And  his  bright  fancy  all  the  way 

*'  Does  like  the  fun-fhine  in  it  play  ; 

"  It  does  like  Thames,  the  beft  of  rivers,  glide, 

*'  Where  the  God  does  not  rudely  over- turn, 

*'  But  gently  pour  the  chryftal  urn, 

**  And  with  judicious  hand  does  the  whole  current  guide. 

*<  'T  has  all  the  beauties  nature  can  impart, 

*^  And  all  the  comely  drefs  without  the  paint  of  art. 

In  1668,  he  publiflied  an  account  of  Mr.  Cowley's  life,  to 
be  prefixed  to  that  poet's  fix  books  de  Plantis.     It  was  after- 

I  i  3  wards 


486  SPRAT. 

wards  enlarged  and  prefixed  to  the  edition  of  Mr.  Cowlev^s 
works,  publiflied  by  our  author ;  to  whofe  care  Mr.  Cowley 
had  by  his  laft  will  left  his  printed  works   and   manufcripts. 
The  fame  year  he  was  made  prebendary  ofWellminfter  ;  and 
the  year  after,  accumulated  the  degrees  of  bachelor  and  dodor 
6f  divinity  :   he  was  alfo  minifter  of  St.  Margaret's  Weftmin- 
fter.     In  1680,  he  was  inftalled  canon  of  Wnidfor  ;   in  1683, 
dean  of  Weftminfter ;  and  in   1684,     bifhop  of  Rocheffer. 
Sprat  was  one  of  thofe  men,  who  fwum  along  with  the  times  ; 
{o  tliat  it   is  no  wonder,  if  preferment  rolled  in  upon  him, 
when  there  was   great  merit  in   taking   no   exceptions,    noi^ 
making  theleaft  oppofition,  to  any  thing  that  was  done.     He 
was  clerk  of  the  clofet  to  king  James  II,  and  in   1685  made 
dean  of  the  royal  chapel.     The  fame  year,  he  publifhed  *'  A 
<'  true  Account  of  the  horrid  Confpiracy  againft  the  late  King, 
<' his  pretent  Majefty,   and  the  prefent  Government  ;"  and 
the  year  after  was  appointed  one  of  the  commiflioners  fof  ec-i 
clefiaftical   affairs.     Both   thefe  things  made  him  very  ob-| 
Aoxious  ;  and  therefore,   upon   the   revolution  in  1688,   H< 
publilhed  two  letters,  at  different  times,  to  the  earl  of  Dorfet^ 
and  Middlefex,  in  which  he  endeavoured  tojaftify,  or  at  leafl 
to  apologize  for  his  own  conduct  with  regard  to  both.     As 
for  drawing  up  *'  The  Account  of  the  Confpiracy,"  he  owns 
himfelf  to  have  been  over- influenced  to  it  by  the  powers  a* 
bove ;  but  declares,  that  the  naming  in  it  certain  perfons,  and 
in  particular  lord  Ruffel,  whom  h^  had  great  reafon  to  think 
well  of,  was  exprefsly  againft  his  judgment  and  confent.  And 
for  the  ecclefiailical  commiflion,   he  affures  the  earl,  that  he 
did  not  conceive  it  to  be  any  thing,   but  what  he  might  in 
confcience  comply  with  ;  that  it  was  at  the  triaf  of  the  feven 
bifhops,  he  was  firft  convinced  of  the  falfe  "foundations  and 
mifchievous  confequences  of  fuch  a  difpenfing  power,   as  that 
on  which  the  declaration  for  liberty  of  confcience  was  ground- 
ed ;  and  that,  as  foon  as  he  did  perceive  whither  that  power 
tended,  he  refolved  to   defert  the  ecclefiaftical  commiffion  ; 
and  it  is  indeed  true,  that  he  aflually  did  leave  the  commif- 
fioners  about  the  15th  of  Auguft  1688,  at  which  time  he  faw 
them  refolved  to  proceed  againft  fuch  of  the  clergy,  as  would 
not  comply  with  the  king's  command,  for  reading  in  all  chur- 
ches his  declaration  for  liberty  of  confcience. 

In 
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In  1692,  his  lordfliip  with  feveral  other  perfons,  was 
charged  with  treafon  by  two  men,  who  forged  an  aflbciation 
under  their  hands :  an  account  of  which  the  bi(hop  publiflied 
under  the  title  of,  "  A  Relation  of  the  late  wicked  Contrivance 
"  of  Stephen  Blackhead  and  Robert  Young  againft  the  Lives 
*'  of  feveral  Perfons  by  forging  an  AlTociation  under  their 
*'  Hands."  He  publifhed  a  charge  to  his  clergy  in  1696  :  from 
which  time  we  hear  nothing  of  him  till  his  death,  which  hap- 
pened the  20th  of  May  1713.  He  died  of  an  apoplexy  at 
Bromley  in  Kent,  and  was  interred  in  Weftminft^r  Abbey, 
where  a  monument  was  erecSted  to  him.  He  left  a  fon  Tho- 
mas Sprat,  who  was  well  preferred  in  the  church,  and  fur- 
vived  him  about  feven  years.  A  volume  of  his  fermons, 
printed  at  different  times,  was  collected  after  his  death,  and 
publiflied  in  8vo.  Though  no  profound  fcholar,  nor  m^n  of 
great  abilities,  he  was  a  thorough  mafter  in  polite  and  clafli- 
cal  literature,  and  wrote  with  uncommon  propriety,  purity, 
eloquence,  and  addrefs  :  but  he  had  too  much  of  the  orator  in 
his  compofitions.  Bifliop  Burnet  fays  of  him,  that  "  his  Hift.  of  hia 
"  parts  were  very  bright  in  his  youth,  and  gave  great  hopes,  own  Time, 
*'  but  were  blafted  by  a  lazy  libertine  courfe  of  life,  to  which  629.  ' 
*'  his  temper  and  good  nature  carried  him,  without  confider- 
"  ing  the  duties  or  even  the  decencies  of  his  profeilion.  He 
*'  was  juftly  efteemed,  adds  he,  a  great  mafter  of  our  language, 
*'  and  one  of  our  corredeft  writers." 

ST.  AULAIRE  (Francis,  Marquifs  de)  a  French 
poet,  was  born  at  Limoiln,  and  fpent  the  younger  part  of  his 
life  in  the  army.  He  had  a  natural,  eafy,  and  delicate  vein ; 
loved  polite  letters,  which  he  knew  how  to -make  ufe  of ;  and 
cultivated  poetry.  He  wrote  but  few  verfes,  till  he  was  up- 
wards of  fixty  -y  and  it  is  remarkable,  that  his  befl  were  wrote  ^ 
at  ninety  years  of  age.  The  duchefs  of  Maine  was  charmed 
with  his  converfation,  and  drew  him  to  court,  where  he  fpent 
many  years  of  his  life.  When  he  was  upwards  of  ninety, 
he  once  fupped  with  that  great  lady,  who  called  him  Apollo, 
and  defured  him  to  tell  her  a  certain  fecret :  to  which  he 
replied, 
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La  divinite  qui  s^amufe 
A  me  demander  mon  fecret. 
Si  j'etais  Apollon  ne  feroit  point  ma  mufe  : 
EUe  feroit  Thetis,  &  le  jour  finiroit. 

that  is, 

IVere  I  Apollo^  O  divinejl  fa'ir^ 
Who  deign  to  afk  the  Jeer et  of  a  frtendy 
You  Jhould  not  be  my  mufe ;  but  I  declare 
Tou  [fjould  be  Thetis^  and  the  day  Jhould  end, 

**  Arracreon  himfelf,  fays  Voltaire,  wrote  much  worfe  things, 
„,   .  "  when  he  was  a  great  deal  younger."     He   was  received 

Lams  into  the  French  academy  in  1706  for  a  piece,  which  the  fe- 

toxn.  II.  vere  Boileau  alledged  as  a  reafon,  why  this  favor  fhould  not 
be  granted  him  :  he  thought  the  piece  immoral.  When 
fome  of  the  academy  expoltulated  with  Boileau  concerning 
his  rigor,  adding,  that  the  marquifs  was  a  man  of  quality, 
and  that  fome  regard  fhould  be  had  to  that :  "  I  conteft  not 
*'  his  title  to  quality,  but  his  title  to  poetry,  faid  Boileau  ; 
*'  and  I  affirm,  that  he  is  not  only  a  bad  poet,  but  a  poet  of 
*'  bad  morals.'*  It  was  replied,  that  the  marquifs  of  St, 
Aulaire  did  not  pretend  to  be  a  poet  by  profeflion,  but  onl)'-, 
like  Anacreon,  wrote  little  poems  for  his  amufement :  "  Ana- 
"  creon,  replied  Boileau  !  have  you  read  Anacreon,  of  whom 
*'  you  fpeak  thus  ?  Do  you  know.  Sir,  that  Horace,  all  Ho- 
**  race  as  he  vi^as,  thought  himfelf  honored  by  being  joined 
*'  with  Anacreon  ?  Sir,  while  you  can  efteem  fuch  verfes 
"  as  your  marquifs's,  you  will  oblige  me  extremely  in  defpi- 
*'  fing  mine." 

,    St.   Aulaire  died   in  1742,  aged  near  a  hundred  years  j 
ibme  fay  a  hundred  and  two. 

ST.  JOHN  (Henry)  Lord  vifcount  Bolingbroke,  a 

theLijeand  g^eat  philofopher  and  politician,   and  famous  for  the  part  he 

Mmiiieriai  aited  Under  both  thefe  charaiSlers,   was  defcended  from  an 

thTlareLord  ancient  and  noble  family,   and  born  about  the  year  1672. 

vfrnunt  His  father  was  Sir  Henry  St.  John,  fon  of  Sir  Walter  St. 

brokt%  par.  J^^^?  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  Batterfea,  his  family-feat,  upon  the  3d  of 

lonrfon  July  1 708,   in  the  Sjih  year  of  his  age:  his  mother  was 

^75:^>  8vo.  j^j^ 
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lady  Mary,  fecond  daughter  and  coheirefs  of  Robert  Rich, 
earl  of  Warwick.  He  was  bred  up  with  great  care,  under 
the  infpecSlion  of  his  grandfather,  as  well  as  his  father ;  who 
iiegleded  no  means  to  improve  and  accomplifh  him  in  his 
tendered  years.  Some  have  infmuated,  that  he  was  edu- 
cated in  diflenting  principles  3  and  a  certain  writer  fays,  that 
he  "  was  well  lediured  by  his  grandmother  and  her  confeflbr, 
'^  Mr,  Daniel  Burgefs,  in  the  Prefbytcrian  way."  He  has 
dropped  a  hint  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Pope,  printed  at  the  end 
of  his  letter  to  Sir  W.  Windham,  which  feems  to  counte- 
nance a  notion  of  this  kind  ;  and  that  is,  where  he  fpeaks  of 
being  "  condemned,  when  he  was  a  boy,  to  read  Manton, 
*' the  puritanical  parfon,  as  he  calls  him,  who  made  119 
"  fermons  upon  the  iiQth  pfalm.'*  But  whatever  occafional 
informations  or  inftrudlions  he  might  receive  from  his  grand- 
mother or  her  friends,  it  is  very  certain,  that  he  had  a  re- 
gular and  liberal  education  ;  and,  having  pafled  through  "Ea- 
ton fchool,  was  removed  to  Chrift-church  in  Oxford,  where 
it  may  fairly  be  inferred,  from  the  company  he  kept  and  the 
friendihips  he  made,  many  of  which  fubfifted  in  their  full 
ftrength  ever  after,  that  he  foon  rubbed  off  the  ruft  of  puri-  j^^  , 
tanifm,  if  indeed  he  ever  contradted  it.  &c.  p.  24, 

By  the  time  he  left  the  univerfity,  he  was  confidered  as  a 
perfon  of  very  uncommon  qualifications  :  and  as  one,  who 
was  fure  to  make  a  fhining  figure  in  the  world.  Not  indeed 
without  reafon.  fie  was  in  his  perfon  perfedly  agreeable  j 
had  a  dignity  mixed  with  fweetnefs  in  his  looks,  and  a  man- 
ner extremely  taking.  He  had  great  acutenefs,  great  judg- 
ment, and  a  prodigious  memory.  Whatever  he  read  he  re- 
tained ;  and  that  in  fo  fingular  a  manner,  as  to  make  it  in- 
tirely  his  own.  In  the  earlier  part  of  his  life  he  did  not  read 
much,  or  at  leafl:  many  books ;  for  which  he  ufed  to  give  the 
fame  reafon  that  Menage  did  for  not  reading  Moreri's  di(5^io- 
nary  :  namely,  that  "  he  was  unwilling  to  fill  his  head  with 
"  what  did  not  deferve  a  place  there  ;  fmce  when  it  was  once 
*'  in,  he  knew  not  how  to  get  it  out  again."  But  it  is  pro- 
bable, that  in  his  youth  he  was  not  much  given  to  reading 
and  reflexion.  With  great  parts  he  had,  as  it  ufually  hap- 
pens, great  paflions  :  and  thefe  hurried  him  into  many  of 
thofe  indifcretions  and  follies,  which  are  common  with  young 

men. 
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nfcn.  The  truth  is,  he  was  a  very  great  libertine  in  hi» 
younger  days  ;  was  much  addicted  to  women,  and  apt  to  in- 
dulge himfelf  in  late  hours,  with  all  thofe  excefles  that  ufu- 
ally  attend  them.  This  however  did  not  wholly  cxtinguifh 
in  him  the  love  of  ftudy  and  the  defire  of  knowledge :  "  there 
•^  has  been  fomething  always,  fays  he,  ready  to  whifper  in 
"  my  ear,  while  I  ran  the  courfe  of  pleafure  and  of  bufmefs^ 
*^  folve  fenefcentem  mature  fanus  equuni  ;  and  while  'tis  well, 
*^  releafe  thy  aged  horfe.  But  my  genius,  unlike  the  demon 
*«  of  Socrates,  whifpered  fo  foftly,  that  very  often  I  heard 
*^  him  not,  in  the  hurry  of  thofe  palTions  with  which  I  was 
*^'  tranfported.  Some  cahner  hours  there  were ;  in  them  I 
*^  hearkened  to  him.  Refledion  had  often  its  turn  y  and  the 
*'  love  of  ftudy  and  the  defire  of  knowledge  have  never  quite 
*'  abandoned  me.  I  am  not  therefore  intirely  -unprepared 
*'  foi-  the  life  I  Vi^ill  lead  ;  and  it  is  not  without  reafon,  that 
*'  I  promife  myfelf  more  fatisfaclion  in  the  latter  part  of  it, 

^e  o^Re-'   ''  than  I  ever  knew  in  the  former." 

trcncntand        Whatever    difcredit  thefe  youthful  extravagancies  might 

"  ^*  bring  upon  him,  they  did  great  honour  to  his  parents  ;  who^ 

as  his  hiftorian  tells  us,  though  they  had  it  always  in  their 

i^^T^^l^  pov/er,  yet  would  not  produce  him  on  the  ftage  of  publick 
life,  till  fufficient  time  had  been  allowed,  and  every  method 
tried,  to  wear  them,  in  fome  mcafure  at  leaft,  away.  Then 
they  married  him  to  the  daughter  and  cohcirefs  of  Sir  Henry 
Winchefcomb  of  Bucklebury,  in  the  county  of  Berks,  bart. 
and  upon  this  marriage  a  large  fettlement  was  made,  which 
proved  very  fcrviceable  to  him  in  his  old  age,  though  a  great 
part  of  what  his  lady  brought  him  was  taken  from  him,  in 
confcquence  of  his  attainder.  The  very  fame  year  he  was 
tlecSied  with  Henry  Peynnel,  efq;  for  the  borough  of  Wot- 
ton-BalTet,  and  fat  in  the  fifth  parliament  of  king  William^ 
which  met  on  the  loth  of  February  1700  ;  and  in  which 
Robert  Harley,  efq;  afterwards  earl  of  Oxford,  was  chofen 
for  the  firft  time  fpeaker.  This  parliament  was  but  of  fhort 
continuance;  for  it  ended  upon  the  24th  of  June,  1701. 
The  bufmefs  of  it  Was  the  impeachment  of  the  king's  mi- 
niftcrs  ;  who  were  concerned  in  the  conclufion  of  the  two 
partition -treaties  ;  and  Mr.  St.  John  going  with  the  majority, 
who  were  ihen  coulidercd  as  tories,  ought  to  be  looked  upon 

as 
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as  coming  Into  the  world  under  that  denomination.  We  ob- 
serve this  in  his  favour  againft  thofe,  who  have  charged  him 
with  changing  fides,  in  the  earlier  part  of  his  life.  He  was 
in  the  next  parliament,  that  miet  on  the  30th  of  December 
following  ;  which  was  the  laft  in  the  reign  of  king  William, 
and  the  firft  in  that  of  queen  Anne.  He  was  charged,  fo 
early  as  the  year  17 10,  with  having  voted  this  year  againft 
the  fucceffion  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover ;  but  his  hiftorian 
fays,  that,  in  a  little  piece  of  his  publifhed  in  1731,  when  it 
was  urged  as  a  thing  notorious  and  undeniable,  he  calls  it  a 
falfe  and  impudent  afTertion  ;  that  he  farther  affirms  the  bill 
for  fettling  the  proteftant  fucceffion  to  have  pafled  in  1701, 
and  not  in  1702  ;  and  likewife  obfervcs,  that  in  the  fame 
year  a  bill  was  brought  into  parliament  by  Sir  Charles  Hedges 
and  himfelf,  entitled,  "  A  Bill  for  the  further  fecurity  of.his 
*'  majefty's  perfon,  and  the  fucceffion  of  the  crown  in  the 
"  Proteftant  line,  and  extinguifhing  the  hopes  of  the  pre- 
"  tended  prince  of  Wales,  and  all  other  pretenders  and  their 
*'  open  and  fecret  abettors."  What  the  little  piece  here  re- 
ferred to  is,  we  know  not ;  nor  are  we  able  to  learn  for  cer- 
tain whether  this  noble  perfon  was  or  was  not  concerned  in 
fuch  a  vote.  All  we  can  pretend  to  fay  is,  that  no  anfwer, 
which  he  ever  gave  to  the  charge,  has  yet  been  allowed  to 
be  fatisfa6lory  and  decifive. — In  July  1702,  upon  the  difib- 
lution  of  the  fecond  parliament,  the  queen  making  a  tour 
from  Windfor  to  Bath,  by  way  of  Oxford,  Mr.  St.  John 
attended  her  ;  and  at  Oxford,  among  feveral  perfons  of  the 
higheft  diftinclion,  had  the  degree  of  doctor  of  Jaws  conferred 
upon  him. 

Perfevering  fteadily  in  the  fame  tory  conne£tions,  which 
he  had  manifeftly  embraced  againft  the  inclinations  of  his  fa- 
mily, his  father  and  grandfather  being  both  whigs,  he  gained 
fuch  an  influence  and  authority  in  the  houfe,  that  it  was 
thought  proper  to  diftinguifti  his  merit;  and,  on  the  loth  of 
April  1704,  he  was  appointed  fecretary  of  war,  and  of  the 
marines.  As  this  poft  created  a  conftant  correfpondence  with  Memoirs, 
the  duke  of  Marlborough,  we  may  reafonably  prefume  it  to  ^^'  P"  ^^^^^ 
have  been  the  principal  foundation  of  the  rumors  raifed  ma- 
ny years  after,  that  he  was  in  a  particular  manner  attached 
to  that  noble  perfon.     It  is  certain,  that  he  l^new  the  worth 
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of  that  great  general,   and  was  a  fincere  admirer  of  him  ; 
but  yet  he- was  in  no  fenfe  his  creature,  as  fome  have  aflert- 
qd.     This  he  difavowed,  when  the  duke  was  in  the  zenith 
of  his  power  ;  nor  was  he  then  charged,  or  ever  afterwards, 
by  the  duke  or  duchefs  with  ingratitude  or  breach  of  en- 
gagements to  them.     Yet,  as  we  fay,  he  had  the  higheft  opi- 
nion of  the  duke,   which  he  retained  to  the  laft  njoment  of 
his  life  ;   and  he  has  told  us  fohimfelf  in  fo  inimitable  a  man- 
ner,  that  it  would  be  wrong  not  to  tranfcribe  the  paflage. 
^  s^uo^of  "  %  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  king  William,  fays  he,  the  duke  of  Marl- 
Ki&oty,         ''  borough  was  raifed  to  the  head  of  the  army,  and  indeed 
l«tu  Z.         <'  of  the  confederacy  :   where  he,   a  new,  a  private  man,  a 
*'  fubje6l,   acquired  by  merit  and  management  a  more  de- 
*'  ciding  influence,  than  high  biith,  confirmed  authority,  and 
*'  even  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  had  given  to  king  Wil- 
*'  liam.     Not  only  all  the  parts  of  that  vaft  machine,    the 
*'  grand  alliance,  were  kept  more  compa6t  and  entire  ;  but 
*'  a  more  rapid  and  vigorous  motion  was  given  to  the  whole  : 
''  and,   inflead   of  languifhing  or  difaftrous  campaigns,   we 
**•  faw  every  fcene  of  the  war  full   of   adion.      All   thofe 
*^  wherein  he  appeared,  and  many  of  thofc  wherein  he  was 
*'  not  then  an  ad^or,   but  abettor  however  of  their  adion, 
**  were  crowned  with  the  moft  triumphant  fuccefs.     I  take 
*'  with  pleafure  this  opportunity  of  doing  juftice  to  that  great 
"  man,  whofe  faults  I  knew,  whofe  virtues  I  admired ;  and 
*'  whofe  memory,  as  the  greateft  general  and  as  the  greatefl 
*'  minifter,  that  our  country  or  perhaps  any  other  has  pro- 
*'  duced,  I  honor.'' 

But  whatever  might  be  his  regard  for  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough at  the  time  we  are  fpeaking  of,  it  is  certain  that  it 
muft  have  been  entirely  perfonal ;  fmce  nothing  could  be 
more  clofely  united  in  all  political  meafures,  than  he  was 
with  Mr.  Harley  :  and  therefore,  when  this  minifter  was  re- 
moved from  the  feals  in  1 707,  Mr.  St.  John  chofe  to  follow 
his  fortune,  and  the  next  day  refigned  his  employment  in  the 
admin  1ft ration.  He  was  not  returned  in  the  parliament,  which 
was  elected  in  1708  ;  but  upon  the  difTolution  of  it  in  1710, 
Mr.  Harley  being  made  chancellor  and  under-treafurer  of 
the  Exchequer,  the  pofl  of  fecretary  of  flate  was  given  to 
Mr.  St.  John.     About  the  fame  time  he  wrote  the  famous 
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*'  Letter  to  the  Examiner,"  to  be  found  among  the  firfl  of 
thofe  papers  :  it  was  univerfally  afcribed  to  him,  and  is  in- 
deed an  exquifite  proof  of  his  keen  abilities,  as  a  writer ;  for 
in  this  fmgle  (hort  paper  are  comprehended  the  outlines  of 
that  defign,  on  which  Dean  Swift  employed  himfelf  for  near 
a  twelvemonth. 

Upon  the  calling  of  a  new  Parliament  on  the  25th  of  No- 
vember, he  was  chofen  knight  of  the  fhire  for  the  county  of 
Berks,  and  alfo  burgefs  for  Wotton-Baflet ;  and  made  his 
eledion  for  the  former.  He  appeared  now  upon  a  fcene  of 
adlion,  which  called  forth  all  his  abilities.  He  fultained  al- 
moft  the  whole  weight  of  the  bufinefs  of  the  peace  of 
Utrecht,  which  however  he  was  not  fuppofed  to  negotiate  to 
the  advantage  of  his  country ;  and  therefore  he  has  fuftained  * 

much  ill-will  and  cenfure  on  that  account  ever  fmce.  The 
real  ftate  of  the  cafe  is,  that  *'  the  two  parties,  as  he  him-  Pf^r'o* 
"  felf  owns,  were  become  fadions  in  the  ftridl  fenfe  of  the  238,' 8vo« 
*'  word."  He  was  of  that  which  prevailed  for  peace,  againft 
thofe  who  delighted  in  war ;  for  this  was  the  language  of  the 
times  :  and  fo,  a  peace  being  refolved  on  by  the  Englifh  mi- 
nifters  at  all  adventures,  it  is  no  wonder  if  it  was  made  with 
lefs  advantage  to  the  nation.  He  has  owned  this  again,  al- 
though he  has  juftiiied  the  peace  in  general  :  "  though  it 
*''  was  a  duty,  fays  he,  that  we  jowed  to  our  country,  to  de-  ^^?^"% 
*'  liver  her  from  the  neceffity  of  bearing  any  longer  fo  un-  Hift.  lctt.8, 
*'  equal  part  in  {o  unneceflary  a  war,  yet  was  there  fome 
*'  degree  of  merit  in  performing  it.  I  think  fo  ftrongly  in 
*'  this  manner,  I  am  fo  incorrigible,  that  if  I  could  be  placed 
"  in  the  fame  circumftances  again,  I  would  take  the  fame 
**  refolution,  and  adl  the  fame  part.  Age  and  experience 
"  might  enable  me  to  a£t  with  more  ability  and  greater 
*'  fkiU  ;  but  all  I  have  fuffered  fmce  the  death  of  the  Qtieen, 
**  (hould  not  hinder  me  from  a6ting.  Notwithftanding  this, 
*'  I  (hall  not  be  furprlfed,  if  you  think  that  the  peace  of 
**  Utrecht  was  not  anfwerable  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  war,  nor 
*'  to  the  efforts  made  in  it.  I  think  fo  myfelf,  and  have  al- 
*'  ways  owned,  even  when  it  was  making  and  made,  that  I 
**  thought  fo.  Since  we  had  committed  a  fuccefsful  folly, 
"  we  ought  to  have  reaped  more  advantage  from  it,  than 
**  we  did." 
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In  July  1 7 12,  he  had  been  created  Baron  St.  John  cf  Le- 
diard-Tregoze  in  Wiltfhire,  and  Vifcount  Bolingbrokej  and 
was  alfp  the  fame  year  appointed   Lord  Lieutenant  of  the 
county  of  EiTex.     But  thefe  honors  not  anfwering  his  expec- 
tations, for  his  airbition  was  undoubtedly  great,  he  fonned  a 
defign  of  taking  the  lead  in  public  affairs  from  his  old  friend 
Mr.  Harley,  then  Earl  of  Oxford  :   which  proved  in  the  iiTue 
unfortunate  to  them  both.     It  muft  be  obferved,  that  Pauiet 
St.  John,  the  laft  Earl  of  Bolingbroke,  died  the  5th  pf  Oc- 
tober, preceding  his  creation  ;  and  that  the  earldom  became 
cxtind  by  his  deceafe.     The  honor  however  was  promifed  to 
him :    but  his  prefence  in  the  houfe  of  commons  being  fo 
iiecellary  at  that  time,  the  Lord  Treafurer  prevailed  upon  him 
to  remain  there  during  that  feflion  j  upon  an  aflurance,  that 
his  rank  (hould  be  preferved  for  him.   But,  when  he  expeded 
the  old  title  (hould  have  been  renewed  in  his  favor,  he  was 
put  off  with  that  of  Vifcount ;  which  he  refented  as  an  af- 
front, and  looked  on  it  as  fo  intended  by  the  Treafurer,  who 
had  got  an  Earldom  for  himfelf.     See  how  Lord  Bolingbroke 
tetter  to       fpeaks  of  this  :  "  I  continued,  fays  he,  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
wynd    m.    ^  mons,  during  that  important  feflion  which  preceded  the 
*^  peace ;   and  which,  by  the  fpirit  ihewn  through  the  whole 
*'  courjfe  of  it,  and  by  the  refolutions  taken  in  it,  rendered 
''  the  cc^nclufion  of  the  treaties  practicable.     After  this,  I 
*'  was  dragged  into  the  houfe  of  Lords  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
*'  to  m^ke  my  promotion  a  punilhment,  not  a  reward  ;    and 
''  was  there  left  to  defend  the  treaties  alone.     It  would   not 
*'  have  been  hard,  continues  he,  to  have  forced  the  Earl   of 
*'  Oxford  to  ufe  me  better.     His  good  intentions  began  to 
"  be  very  much  doubted  of:    the  truth  is,  no  opinion  of  his 
*' fmcerity  had  ever  taken  root  in  the  party;    and,  which 
"  was  worfe  perhaps  for  a  man  in  his  ftation,  the  opinion  of 
"  his  capacity  began  to  fall  apace.  — I  began  in  my  heart  to 
*'  renounce  the  friendfhip,  which,  till  that  time,  I  had  pre- 
*'  ferved  inviolable  for  Oxford.     I  was  not  aware  of  all  his 
"  treachery,  nor  of  the  bafe  and  little  means  which  he  em- 
*'  ployed  then,  and  continued  to  employ  afterwards,  to  ruia 
.  "^  me  in  the  opinion  of  the  Queen,  and   every  where  elk, 
*'  I  (aw  however,  that  he  had  no  friendfhip  for  any  body  ; 
*'  and  that  with  refped  tq  me,  inftead  of  having  the  ability 
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"  to  render  that  merit,  which  I  endeavcred  to  acquire,  an 
*'  addition  of  ftrength  to  himfelf,  it  became  the  obje6t  of  his 
*'  jealoufy,  and  a  reafon  for  undermining  me."  There  was 
alfo  another  tranfadion,  which  paflld  not  long  after  Lord 
Bolingbroke's  being  raifed  to  the  peerage,  and  which  helped 
to  increafe  his  animofity  to  that  minilier.  In  a  few  weeks 
after  his  return  from  France,  her  Majefty  beftowed  the  va- 
cant ribbons  of  the  order  of  the  garter  upon  the  Dukes 
Hamilton,  Beaufort,  and  Kent,  and  the  Earls  Pawlet,  Ox-, 
ford,  and  Strafford.  Bolingbroke  thought  himfclf  here  again 
ill  ufed,  having  an  ambition,  as  the  minifter  well  knew,  to 
receive  fuch  an  inftance  as  this  was  of  his  miftrefs*s  grace 
and  favor.  Upon  the  whole  therefore,  it  is  no  wonder  that, 
when  the  Treafurer's  ftaff  was  taken  from  this  old  friend,  he 
exprefled  his  joy  by  entertaining  that  very  day,  July  7,  1 7 14, 
at  dinner  the  Generals  Stanhope,  Cadogan,  and  Palmer,  with 
Sir  William  Wyndham,  Mr.  Craggs,  and  fome  other  gen- 
tlemen. Oxford  faid  upon  his  going  out,  that  fome  of  them 
would  fmart  for  it;  and  Bolingbroke  was  far  from  being  in- 
fenfible  of  the  danger,  to  which  he  ftood  expofed  :  yet  he 
was  not  without  hopes  ftill  of  fecuring  himfelf,  by  making 
his  court  to  the  whigs  ;  and  it  is  certain,  that  a  little  before 
this  he  had  propofed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  the  houfe  of  Lords, 
to  make  it  treafon  to  inlift  foldiers  for  the  Pretender,  which 
was  pafled  into  an  zQ.. 

Neverthelefs,  foon  after  the  acceflion  cf  King  George  to 
the  throne  in  17 14,  the  feals  were  taken  from  him,  and  all 
the  papers  in  his  office  fecured  :  yet,  during  the  fhort  feffion 
of  parliament  at  this  junilure,  he  applied  himfelf  with  his 
ufual  induftry  and  vigor,  to  keep  up  the  fpirits  of  the  friends 
to  the  late  adminiftration,  without  omitting  any  proper  occa- 
fion  of  teftifying  his  refpedl  and  duty  to  his  Majefty  ;  in 
which  fpirlt  he  aflifted  in  fettling  the  civil  lift,  and  other 
neceflary  points.  But,  foon  after  the  meeting  of  the  new  par- 
liament, finding  himfelf  in  imminent  danger,  he  withdrew  ; 
and  crofted  the  water  privately  to  France,  in  the  latter  end  of 
March  1 7 15.  The  Continuator  of  Rapin's  hiftory  reprefents 
him,  as  having  fled  in  a  kind  of  a  pannic  :  "  Lord  Boling- 
«'  broke's  heart  began  to  fail  him,  fays  that  hiftorian,  as 
•'  foon  as  he  heard  that  Prior  was  landed  at  Dover,  and  had 
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*«^  promifcd  to  reveal  all  he  knew.  Accordingly  that  evening 
**  his  lordfliip,  who  had  the  night  before  appeared  at  the 
'^  play-houfe  in  Drury-lane,  and  befpoke  another  play  for 
''  the  next  night,  and  fubfcribed  to  a  new  opera,  that  was  to 
*'  be  adted  fome  time  after,  went  off  to  Dover  in  difguife  as 
**  a  fervant  to  Le  Vigne,  one  of  the  French  King's  mef- 
*'  fengers  :"  but  his  lordfhip  ever  affirmed  the  flep  to  have 
been  taken  upon  certain  and  repeated  informations,  that  a 
refolution  was  taken  by  the  men  in  power,  not  only  to  profe- 
cute,  but  to  purfue  him  to  the  fcaffold. 

Upon  his  arrival  at  Paris,  he  received  an  invitation  from 
the  Pretender,  then  at  Barr,  to  engage  in  his  lervice  :  which 
he  abfolutely  refufed,  and  made  the  bell  application,  that  his 
prefent  circumftances  would  admit,  to  prevent  the  extremity 
of  his  profecution  in  Eiigland.  After  a  fhort  ftay  at  Paris, 
he  retired  into  Dauphine,  where  he  continued  till  the  begin- 
ning of  July;  when,  upon  receiving  a  meflage  from  fome 
of  his  party  in  England,  he  complied  with  a  fecond  invita- 
tion from  the  Pretender :  and  taking  the  feals  of  the  fecre- 
tary's  office  at  Com  mercy,  he  fet  out  with  them  for  Paris, 
and  arrived  thither  the  latter  end  of  the  fame  month,  in  or- 
der to  procure  from  that  court  the  neceflary  fuccors  for  his 
new  matter's  intended  Invafion  of  England.  The  vote  for 
impeaching  him  of  hi2;h  treafon  had  pafled  in  the  houfe  of 
Commons  on  the  loth  of  June  preceding;  and  fix  articles 
were  brought  into  the  houfe,  and  read  by  Mr.  Walpole, 
Auguft  the  4th,  17 15,  which  were  in  fubftance  as  follows  : 

1.  That,  whereas  he  had  afTured  the  minifters  of  the  States 
General,  by  order  from  her  Majefty  in  171 1,  that  fhe  would 
make  no  peace  but  in  concert  with  them  ;  yet  he  fent  Mr. 
Prior  to  France  that  fame  year,  with  propofals  for  a  treaty  of 
peace  with  that  Monarch,  without  the  confent  of  the  Allies. 

2.  That  he  advifed  and  promoted  the  making  of  a  feparate 
treaty  or  convention  with  France,  which  was  figned  in  Sep- 
tember. 3.  That  he  difclofed  to  Mr.  Mefnager,  the  French 
minifter  at  London,  this  convention,  which  was  the  preli- 
minary inftrutlions  to  her  Majeily's  plenipotentiaries  at 
Utrecht,  in  Odober.  4.  That  her  Majefty 's  final  inftruc- 
tions  to  her  faid  plenipotentiaries  were  difclofed  by  him  to 
the  Abbot  Gualtier,  an  emiflary  of  France.  5.  That  he  dif- 
clofed 
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clofed  to  the  French  the  manner,  how  Tournay  in  Flanders 
n)ight  be  gained  by  them.  6.  That  he  advifed  and  pro- 
moted the  yielding  up  of  Spain  and  the  Weft  Indies  to  the 
Duke  of  Anjou,  then  an  enemy  to  her  Majefly.  — Thefe 
articles  were  fent  up  to  the  Lords  in  Auguft ;  in  confequence 
of  which,  he  ftood  attainted  of  high  treafon,  September  the 
loth  of  the  fame  year. 

In  the  mean  time,  his  new  engagements  with  the  Pre* 
tender  had  the  fame  iflue  :  for  the  year  1715  was  fcarcely 
expired,  when  the  feals  and  papers  of  his  new  Secretary's 
office  were  demanded,  and  given  up ;  and  this  was  foon  fol- 
lowed by  an  accufation,  branched  into  tcven  articles,  in 
which  he  was  impeached  of  treachery,  incapacity,  and  neg- 
le6l.  Thus  difcarded,  he  refolved  to  make  his  peace,  if  it 
were  poffible,  at  home.  He  fet  himfelf  immediately  in  ear- 
neft  to  this  work ;  and  in  a  fhort  time  by  that  activity,  which 
was  the  charadteriftic  of  his  nature,  and  with  which  he  con- 
ftantly  profecuted  all  his  defigns,  he  procured,  through  the 
mediation  of  the  Earl  of  Stair,  then  the  Britifh  AmbafTador 
at  the  French  court,  a  promife  of  pardon  upon  certain  con- 
ditions from  the  King;  who,  in  July  17 16,  created  his 
father,  Baron  of  Batterfea  and  Vifcount  St.  John.  Such  an 
extraordinary  variety  of  diftrcfsful  events  had  thrown  him 
into  a  ftate  of  reflection  ;  and  this  produced,  by  way  of 
relief,  a  confolatio  philofophica,  which  he  wrote  the  fame 
year,  under  the  title  of  "  Reflexions  upon  exile."  In  this 
piece,  he  has  drawn  the  pidture  of  his  own  exile :  wliich, 
being  reprefented  as  a  violence,  proceeding  folely  from  the 
malice  of  his  perfecutors,  to  one  who  had  ferved  his  country 
with  ability  and  integrity,  is  by  the  magic  of  his  pen  con- 
verted not  only  into  a  tolerable,  but  what  appears  to  be  an 
honorable  ftation.  He  had  alfo  this  year  wrote  feveral  let- 
ters, in  anfwer  to  the  charge  laid  upon  him  by  the  Pretender 
and  his  adherents,  which  were  printed  at  London  in  1735, 
8vo,  together  with  anfwers  to  them  by  Mr.  James  Murray, 
afterwards  made  Earl  of  Dunbar  by  the  Pretender :  but  be- 
ing then  immediately  fuppreflTed,  are  reprinted  in  Tindal's 
continuation  of  Rapin's  hiftory  of  England.  The  following 
year  he  drew  up  a  vindication  of  his  whole  conduct  with  re* 
fpe£l  to  the  tories,  in  the  form  of  a  letter  to  Sir  William 
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Wyndham,  which  was  printed  in  1753,  ^^^'  ^^  is  written 
with  the  utmoft  elegance  and  addrefs,  and  abounds  with 
interefting  and  entertaining  anecdotes. 

His  firfl:  lady  being  dead,  he  efpoufed  about  this  time  a 
fecond,  of  great  merit  and  accomplilhments,  who  was  niece 
to  the  famous  Madam  de  Maintenon,  and  widow  of  the 
Marquis  de  Villette ;  with  whom  he  had  a  very  large  fortune, 
encumbered  however  with  a  long  and  troublefome  law-fuit. 
In  the  company  and  converfation  of  this  lady,  he  pafled  his 
time  in  France,  fometimes  in  the  country,  and  fometimes  at 
the  capital,  till  1723  :  in  which  year,  after  the  breaking  up 
of  the  parliament,  the  King  was  pleafed  to  grant  him  a  full 
and  free  pardon.  Upon  the  firft  notice  of  this  favor,  the 
expedlation  of  which  had  been  the  governing  principle  of  his 
political  conduct  for  feveral  years,  he  returned  to  his  native 
country.  It  is  obfervable,  that  Bifhop  Atterbury  was  ba- 
nifhed  at  this  very  jun<5lure;  and  happening,  on  his  being 
fet  afhore  at  Calais,  to  hear  that  Lord  Bolingbroke  was 
there,  he  (aid,  "  Then  I  am  exchanged."  His  Lordfhip 
having  obtained,  about  two  years  after  his  return,  an  a6k  of 
parliament  to  reftore  him  to  his  family-inheritance,  and  to 
enable  him  to  pofl'efs  any  purchafe  he  fhould  make,  pitched 
upon  a  feat  of  Lord  Tankerville,  at  Dawley  near  Uxbridge 
in  Middlefex;  where  he  fettled  with  his  lady,  and  gratified 
the  politenefs  of  his  taiie,  by  improving  It  into  a  moft  ele- 
gant villa.  Here  he  amufed  himfelf  with  rural  employments, 
and  with  correfponding  and  converfing  with  Pope,  Swift,  and 
other  friends  ;  but  was  by  no  means  fatisfied  within  :  fo-r  he 
was  yet  no  more  than  a  mere  titular  Lord,  and  ftood  excluded 
fr-om  a  feat  in  the  houfe  of  Peers.  Inflamed  with  this  taint 
that  yet  remained  in  his  blood,  he  entered  again,  in  1726, 
upon  the  public  ftage ;  and  difavowing  all  obligations  to  the 
rainifter  Walpole,  to  whofe  fecret  enmity  he  imputed  his  not 
having  received  all  the  efFe6ts  of  royal  mercy  tliat  were  in- 
tended him,  he  embarked  in  the  oppofition  ;  and  diflin- 
guiihed  himfelf  by  a  multitude  of  pieces,  wrote  during  the 
Ihort  remainder  of  that  reign,  and  for  fome  years  under  the 
following,  with  great  boldnefs  againft  the  meafures  that  were 
then  purlued.  Befides"  his  papers  in  the  Craftfman,  he  pub- 
lifhed  feveral  pamphlets  j  which  were  afterwards  reprinted  in 

the 
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the  fecond  edition  of  his  political  traces,    and  in  the  col-.^ 
lecfiion  of  his  works. 

Having  carried  on  his  part  of  the  fiege  againft  the  minifter 
with  Inimitable  fplrit  for  ten  years,  he  laid  down  his  pen,  upon 
a  difagreement  with  his  principal  coadjutors;  and,  in  I735». 
he  retired  to  France,  with  a  full  refolution  never  to  engage 
more  in  public  bufinefs.  Swift,  who  knew  that  this  retreat 
was  the  efFedt  of  dlfdain,  vexation,  and  difappointment ;  that 
his  lordfliip's  paflions  ran  high,  and  that  his  attainder  unre- 
verfed  ftill  tingled  in  his  veins,  concluded  him  certainly  gone 
once  more  to  the  pretender,  as  his  enemies  gave  out :  but  he 
was  rebuked  for  this  by  Mr.  Pope,  who  aflured  him,  that  it 
was  abfolutely  untrue  In  every  circumftance,  that  he  had  fixed 
in  a  very  agreeable  retirement  near  Fountainbleau,  and  made 
it  his  whole  bufinefs  vacate  Uteris.  His  lordfliip  had  how 
pafTed  the  6oth  year  of  his  age;  and  through  as  great  a  variety 
of  fcenes  both  of  pleafure  and  bufinefs,  as  any  of  his  contem- 
poraries. He  had  oquq  as  far  towards  reinftatmg  himfelf  in 
the,  full  pofTcilion  of  his  former  honors,  as  great  parts  and 
great  application  could  go ;  and  was  at  length  convinced, 
that  the  door  was  finally  (hut  againft  him  He  had  not  been 
long  in  his  retreat,  when  he  began  acourfe  of  "  Letters  on 
"  the  fludy  and  ufe  of  hlftory,"  for  the  ufe  of  the  Lord  Corn- 
bury,  to  whom  they  are  addreffed.  They  were  publiflied  in 
1752  ;  and  though  they  are  drawn  up,  as  all  his  lordfhip's 
things  are,  in  a  moft  elegant  and  mafterly  ftile,  and  abound 
with  the  jufteft  and  deepeft  refletSlions,  yet,  on  account  of 
fome  freedoms  taken  with  ecclefiaftical  hiftory,  they  expofed 
him  to  much  cenfure.  Subjoined  to  thefe  letters. are,  his 
piece  "  upon  exile,"  and  a  letter  to  Lord  Batburft,  "  on  the 
true  ufe  of  ftudy  and  retirement:"  both  full  of  the  fineft 
refle£lions,  as  finely  exprefied. 

Upon  the  death  of  his  father,  who  lived  to  be  extremely 
old,  he  fettled  at  Batterfea,  the  ancient  feat  of  the  family, 
where  he  pafled  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  the  higheft  dig- 
nity. His  age,  his  great  genius,  perfected  by  long  experi- 
ence and  much  refle6lion,  gave  him  naturally  the  afcendanC 
over  all  men  :  and  he  was,  in  truth,  a  kind  of  oracle  to  all 
men.  He  wa's  now  as  great  a  philofopher,  as  he  had  been 
before  a  ftatefman  :  he  read,  he  refleded,  he  wrote,  abuh- 
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c^amly.     Pope  and  Swifts  one  the  greateft  poet,  the  other  the 

greateft  wit,  of  his  time,  perfedly  adored  him :  and  it  is  well 

known,  that  the  former  received  from  him  the  materials  for 

his  incomparable  poem,   "  The  eflay  on  man."     Read  the 

following  words  of  a  noble  lord,  who  knov/s  experimentally 

the  fweets  of  otium  cum  dignitate  :   "  Lord  Bolingbroke, 

Orrery's  re-    "  ^^Y^  ^^j  ^^^  ^^%  made  himfelf  mafter  of  books  and  men  ; 

inarks  on       <<  but  in  his  firft  career  of  life,  being  immerfed  at  once  in 

udtings  of    "  bufmefs  and  pleafure,  he  ran  through  a  variety  of  fcenes 

Swift.  Lett,    t'  in  a  furpriung  and  eccentric  manner.     When  his  paffions 

"  fubfided  by  years  and  difappointments,  when  he  improved 

"  his  rational  faculties  by  more  grave  ftudies  and  reflexion, 

*'  he  flione  out  in  his  retirement  with  a  luftre  peculiar  to 

*'  himfelf,  though  not  feen  by  vulgar  eyes.     The  gay  ftatef- 

*'  rnan  was  changed  into  a  philofopher,  equal  to  any  of  the 

*'  fages  of  antiquity.     The  wifdom  of  Socrates,  the  dignity 

*'  and  eafe  of  Pliny,  and  the  wit  of  Horace,  appeared  in  all 

*'  his  writings  and  converfation." 

Yet,  even  in  this  retirement,  it  is  plain  that  he  did  not 
negled  the  confideration  of  public  affairs  :  for  after  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  laft  war  in  1747,  upon  meafures  being  taken, 
which  did  not  agree  with  his  notions  of  political  prudence, 
he  began  "  fome  refle£^ions  on  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  nation, 
*«  principally  with  regard  to  her  taxes  and  debts,  and  on  the 
**  caufes  and  confequences  of  them  :"  but  he  did  not  finllh 
them.  In  1749,  came  out  his  '«  Letters  on  the  fpirit  of  pa- 
*'  triotlfm,  on  the  idea  of  a  patriot  king,  and  on  the  ftate  of 
*^  parties,  at  the  acccflion  of  King  George  I :"  with  a  pre- 
face, wherein  Mr.  Pope's  conduct,  with  regard  to  that  piece, 
is  reprefented  as  an  inexcufable  a6t  of  treachery  to  him. 
Pope,  itfeems,  had  caufed  fome  copies  of  thefe  letters,  which 
had  been  lent  him  for  his  perufal,  to  be  clandeftinely  printed 
off;  which  however,  if  it  v/as  without  the  knowledge  of  his 
noble  friend,  was  fo  far  from  being  treacheroully  meant  to 
^  him,  that  it  proceeded  from  an  excefs  of  love  and  admiration 
of  him.  The  noble  lord  knew  this  well  enough,  and  could 
not  pofTibly  fee  it  in  any  other  light:  but  being  angry  with 
Mr.  Pope,  for  having  taken  into  his  friend/hip  a  man,  whom 
he  thought  extreamly  ill  of,  and  for  having  adopted  at  the 
Lnftigation  of  that  man  a  Cy^cmj  different  from  what  had  been 

laid 
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laid  down  in  the  original  *<  eflay  on  man,"  he  could  not  for- 
bear giving  a  little  vent  to  his  refentment :  and  his  lordfliip 
was  the  more  to  blame,  as  he  himfelf  has  in  elFedi  excufed 
Pope,  by  faying,  that  he  was  in  a  very  infirm  ftate,  and  even  Se^*  "  ^ 
in  his  laft  illnefs,  when  he  fuffered  ihis  change  of  principles    mo{i^\my>u- 


to  be  made  in  him. 


the 
impi 
dent  man 

His   lordfhip  had  often  wifhed   to  fetch  his  laft  breath  at   writu-nmoft 
Batterfca  ;    and  this  he  did  on  the  15th  of  November  1751,    ccrtainiv  by 
OH  the  verge  of  fourfcore  years  of  age.     His  corpfe  was  in-    bfoke!'^^"^* 
terred  with  thofe  of  his  anceftors  in  that  church,  where  there 
is  a  marble  monument  erected  to  his  memory,  with  the  fol- 
lowing infcriptioa : 

Here  lies 

Henry  St.  John  : 

In  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne 

Secretary  of  war,  fecretary  of  ftate. 

And  Vifcount  Bolvngbroke. 

In  the  days  ©f  King  George  I, 

And  King  George  II, 

Sopiething  more  and  better. 

His  attachment  to  Qiieen  Anne 

Expofed  him  to  a  long  and  fevere  perfecutlon. 

He  bore  it  with  firmnefs  of  mind. 

The  enemy  of  no  national  party. 

The  friend  of  no  faction. 

Diftinguifhed  under  the  cloud  of  a  profcription. 

Which  had  not  been  intirely  taken  off^ 

By  zeal  to  maintain  the  liberty. 

And  to  reftore  the  ancient  profperity 

Of  Great  Britain. 

His  lordfhip*s  eftate  and  honors  defcended  to  his  nephew, 
the  prefent  Lord  Bolingbroke  :  the  care  and  benefit  of  his 
manufcripts  he  left  to  Mr.  Mallet,  who  publiftied  them,  to- 
gether with  his  works  already  printed,  in  3  754»  in  five  vo- 
lumes, 4to.  They  may  well  enough  be  divided  into  politi- 
cal and  philofophical  works  :  the  former  of  which  have  been 
touched  upon  already,  and  confift  of  "  Letters  upon  hiftory, 
•'  letter  to  Wyndham,  letters  on  patriotifm,"  and  papers  in 
the  craftfman,  which  had  been  feparately  printed  in  three 
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volumes,  8vo.  under  the  title  of  ''  DlfTertation  upon  partic*^, 
*' remarks  on  the  hiftory  of  England,  and  political  traces.'* 
His  philofophical  works  confift  of,  '/  The  fubftance  of  fome 
*'  letters  written  originally  in  French  about  1720  to  Mr.  de 
<^  Pouilly  J  letter  occafioned  by  one  of  Archbifhop  Tillot- 
*«  Ton's  fermons ;  and  letters  or  elTays  addrefled  to  Alexander 
*'  Pope,  Efq  :"  in  which  all  fubjedls,  relating  to  philofophy 
and  religion,  are  treated  in  a  moft  agreeable  and  elegant 
manner.  As  Mr.  Mallet  had  publifhed  an  8vo  edition  of 
the  "  Letters  on  hiftory,'*  and  the  "  Letter  to  Wyndham," 
before  the  4to  edition  of  the  works  came  out,  fo  he  publifh- 
ed feparately  the  philofophical  writings,  in  five  volumes  8vo, 
after.  Thefe  effays,  addrefTed  to  Pope  on  philofophy  and 
religion,  contain  many  things,  v/hich  clafh  with  the  great 
truths  of  revelation  ;  and  on  this  account,  not  only  expofed 
the  deccafed  author  to  the  animadverfions  of  feveral  writers, 
but  occafioned  alfo  a  prefentmerit  of  his  works  by  the  grand 
jury  of  Weftminfter.  His  lord/hip,  it  is  to  be  feared,  was  a 
very  indifferent  chriftian,  fmce  there  are  numberlefs  affertions 
in  his  works,  plainly  inconfiftent  with  any  belief  of  revela- 
tion :  but  then  there  are  numberlefs  truths,  fet  forth  in  the 
fineft  manner,  with  all  the  powers  of  elegance  and  fancy ; 
and  which  will  amply  reward  the  attention  of  a  reader,  who 
knows  how  to  diftinguifh  them  from  the  errors  they  are 
mixed  with.  Swift  has  faid,  in  a  letter  to  Pope,  that  "  If 
^'  ever  Lord  Bolingbroke  trifles,  it  muft  be  when  he  turns  di- 
^'  vine  :"  but  then  he  allows,  that  "  when  he  writes  of  any 
*'  thing  in  this  world,  he  is  not  only  above  trifling,  but  even 
^'  more  than  mortal."  In  fhort,  whatever  imperfections  may 
be  difcovered  in  him,  with  regard  to  certain  principles  and 
opinions,  he  was  confidered  as  a  man  of  great  parts  and  uni- 
verfal  knowledge,  the  moft  extraordinary  perfon  of  the  age 
he  lived  in  j  and  as  a  writer,  one  of  the  fineft  that  any  age 
has  produced. 

Mr.  Pope  efteemed  him,  almoft  to  a  degree  of  adoration ; 
and  has  blazoned  his  character  in  the  brighteft  colors,  that 
wit  could  invent,  or  fondnefs  beftow.  Mark,  how  he  apo- 
flrophizes  him  in  the  eiTay  on  man  : 

In 
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<^  In  parts  fuperior  what  advantage  lies  ? 

*'  Tell,  for  you  can,  what  is  it  to  be  wife? 

<<  'Tis  but  to  know,  how  little  can  be  known, 

"  To  fee  all  others  faults,  and  feel  our  own. 

"  CondemnM  in  bufinefs,  or  in  arts  to  drudge, 

<*  Without  a  fecond,  or  without  a  judge  : 

"  Truths  would  you  teach,  to  favc  a  finking  land  ? 

*'  All  fear,  none  aid  you,  and  few  underftand. 

*'  Painful  preheminence  !   yourfelf  to  view 

"  Above  life's  weaknefs,  and  its  comforts  too." 

Epift.  iv.  ver.  259. 

So  at  the  conclufion,  the  excellent  bard  has  immortalized 
both  himfelf  and  his  noble  friend,  by  whofe  perfuafion  this 
incomparable  didadlic  poem  was  begun  and  finifhed,  in  the 
following  enchanting  lines : 

<'  Come  on,  my  friend,  my  genius,  come  along, 

''  Oh,  mafter  of  the  poet  and  the  fong  ! 

"  And  while  the  mufe  now  floops,  or  now  afcends 

"  To  man's  low  paffions,  or  their  glorious  ends, 

*'  Teach  me,  like  thee,  in  various  nature  wife, 

"  To  fall  with  dignity,  with  temper  rife  ; 

*'  FormM  by  thy  converfe,  happily  to  fteer 

"  From  grave  to  gay,  from  lively  to  fevere  : 

*'  Corredt  with  fpirit,  elegant  with  eafe, 

*'  Intent  to  rcafon,  or  polite  to  pleafe. 

"  Oh  !   while  along  jhe  ftream  of  time  thy  name 

"  Expanded  flies,  and  gathers  all  its  fame  ; 

••'  Say,  {hall  my  little  bark  attendant  fail, 

''  Purfue  the  triumph,  and  partake  the  gale  ? 

<'  When  Statefmen,  Heroes,  Kings,  in  duft  repofe, 

"  Whofe  fons  (hall  blufli  their  fathers  were  thy  foes, 

"  Shall  then  this  verfe  to  future  age  pretend, 

*'  Thou  wert  my  guide,  philofopher,  and  friend  ? 

"  That  urg'd  by  thee,  I  turn'd  the  tuneful  art 

"  From  founds  to  things,  from  fancy  to  the  heart ; 

**  For  wit's  falfe  mirror  held  up  nature's  light ; 

"  Shewed  erring  pride,  whatever  is,  is  right  ; 
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"  That  reafon,  paflion,   anfwer   oue  great   aim  ; 
*'  That  true  felf-love  and  focial  are  the  fame ; 
**"  That  virtue  only  makes  our  blifs  below  ; 
"  And  all  our  knowledge  is,  ourlelves  to  know. 

It  may  be  proper  to  obfcrve,  that  a  great  many  letters, 
and  fome  little  pieces  of  poetry,  for  which  he  had  a  natural 
and  eafy  turn,  are  fcattered  about  in  feveral  colkdions,  but 
are  not  to  be  found  in  the  edition  of  his  works :  as  are  not 
fome  pieces,  publifhed  in  the  8vo  colle6lion  of  his  political 
traces,  and  the  dedication  to  Lord  Orford  prefixed  to  his 
''  Remarks  on  the  hiilory  of  England." 

STANLEY  (Thomas)  E^q;  an  Englifh  gentleman  pro- 
digioufly  learned,  was  the  fon  of  Sir  Thomas  Stanley,  and  born 
at  Cumberlow-Green  in  Hjrtfordfhire,  about  the  year  1644. 
At  the  age  of  fourteen,  he  was  fent  to  Cambridge,  and  placed 
jii  Pembroke  Hall.  He  was  a  great  linguift  and  philologer, 
and  had  fomething  of  a  genius  for  poetry ;  for  before  he  left 
the  univerfity,  he  compofed  feveral  little  pieces  in  that  way, 
which,  together  with  fome  tranflations  out  of  French,  Ita- 
lian, and  Spanifli  authors,  were  publifhed  fome  time  after. 
When  he  had  taken  his  degrees  in  Cambridge,  he  was  alfo 
Ath-ns  incorporated  into  the  univerfity  of  Oxford.  Then  he  per- 
Oxon.  formed  the  tour  of  France,  Italy,   and  Spain  ;   and  upon  his 

return  home,  placed  himfclf  in  the  Middle  Temple  in  Lon- 
don, and  foon  after  married  a  daughter  of  Sir  James  Engan 
of  Flower  in  the  county  of  Northampton.  This  alteration 
however  of  his  ftatc  of  life  did  not  alter  in  the  leaft  the  flate 
of  his  temper  and  difpofition.  He  purfued  his  fiudies  as 
vigoroufly  as  before.  He  did  not  complain  perhaps,  as  a 
Budaeus  dc  ^^^^^^^^  Chancellor  of  France  has  done  in  print,  that  he  had 
aiTe.  Prae-  not  more  than  fix  hours  to  Jiudy  on  his  ivedding-day  ;  yet  his 
vaft  application  muft  needs  appear  to  all,  who  confider  the 
greatnefs  ot  his  undertakings,  and  the  fhort  limits  of  life  he 
had  to  finiih  them  in.  The  firft  work  he  publifhed  was, 
*'  the  hiilory  of  philofophy,  containing  the  lives,  opinions, 
^'  a£^ions,  and  difcourfes  of  the  philofophers  of  every  fe£t/' 
He  dedicated  it  to  his  uncle  Sir  John  Marfham,  the  well- 
knoY/n  author  of  the  Canon  Chronicus  3  and  in  the  dedication 

gives- 
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gives  this  ftiort  account  of  his  plan.     "  The  karned  Gaf- 
"  fendus,  fays  he,  was  my  precedent ;  whom  neverthelcfs  I 
♦'  have  not  followed  in  his  partiality.     For  he,  though  limited 
*'  to  a  fmgle  perfon,   yet  giveth  himfelf  liberty  of  eniarge- 
*'  ment,  and  taketh  occafion  from  this  fubjeiSl,  to  make  the 
*'  world  acquainted  with  many  excellent  difquifitlons  of  his 
*'  own.     Our  fcope,  being  of  a  greater  latitude,  aftbrds  lefs 
*'  opportunity,  to  favour  any  particular,  while  there  is  due  to 
*'  every  one  the  commendation  of  their  own  deferts."     This 
work  has  gone  through  four  editions  in  Englifti ;  it  was  alfo 
tranflated  into  Latin,   and  pubiifhed  at  Leipfic   in  the  year 
17 1 1,  with  confiderable  additions  and  corredlions.     The  ac- 
count of  the  Oriental  learning  and  philofophy,  with  which  it  ' 
concludes,  is  very  nice  and  curious ;   and  did  not  efcape  the 
notice  of  Mr.  le  Clerc,   who  publifhed  a  Latin  tranflation  of 
it  in  the  year  1690,   and  placed  it  at  the  end  of  the  fecond 
volume  of  his  Opera  Philofophica.     Montaigne  would  have 
been  charmed  with  this  work  of  Mr.  Stanley  :  "  how  much 
*'  do  I  wifh,  fays  he,   that,  while  I  live,   either  fome  other  Efrays,B.n. 
*'  or  Juftus  Lipfius,  the  moft  learned  man  now  living,  of  a  ch.  12. 
"  moft  polite  and  judicious  underftanding,  and  truly  refem- 
*'  bling  my  Turnebus,   had  both  the  will,   and  health,  and 
*'  leifure  lufficient,  fmcerely  to  colle(5t  into  a  regifier,   ac- 
"  cording  to  their  divifions  and  clafles,  as  many  as  are  to  be 
"  found  of  the  opinions  of  the  ancient  philofophers,  about 
"  the  fubjedl  of  our  being  and  manners,  their  controverfies, 
''  the  fucceflion  and  reputation  of  ie&s  :    with  the  applica- 
*'  tion  of  the  lives  of  the  authors  and  their  difciples  to  their 
"  own  precepts,  in  memorable  accidents  and  upon  excm- 
*'  plary  occafions  I  what  a  beautiful  and  ufeful  work  would 
**  that  be  ?"  It  is  worth  obferving  alfo,  that  Mr.  Stanley  has 
here  fupplied  one  of  the  defiderata,  mentioned  by  lord  Bacon 
in  his  work,  De  Augmentis  Scientiarum.     "  I  could  wifli," 
fays  the  great  author,   "  a  colledion  made,   but  with  dill-     , 
'<  gence  and  judgment,  De  Antiquis  Philofophiis,  out  of  the  cap.*  4.  * 
**  lives  of  ancient  philofophers;    out  of  the  parcels  of  Plu- 
**  tarch,  of  their  Placits  ;  out  of  the  citations  of  Plato  ;  out 
"  of  the  confutations  of  Ariftotle  5  out  of  a  fparfed  mention 
*'  found  in  other  books,  as  well  of  Chriftians  as  Heathens, 
*^  as  out  of  Ladantius,  Philo,  Philoftratus,   and  the  reft : 

for 
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<'  for  I  do  not  yet  fee  a  work  of  this  nature  extant.  But 
*'  here  I  muft  give  warning,  that  this  be  done  diftindlly,  fo  as 
*'  the  philofophics,  every  one  feparately,  be  compofcd  and 
*'  continued,  and  not  col]e6led  by  titles  and  handfuls,  as 
**  hath  been  done  by  Plutarch.  For  every  philofophy,  while 
'<  it  is  entire  in  the  whole  piece,  fupports  itfelf;  and  the 
*'  opinions  maintained  therein  give  light,  ftrength,  and  cre- 
''  dence  mutually  one  to  the  other  :  whereas,  if  it  be  broken 
*«  to  pieces,  it  will  appear  more  harfli  and  difTonant.  Thus, 
*'  when  I  read  in  Tacitus  the  a£lions  of  Nero  or  of  CJau- 
"  dius,  invefted  with  circumftances  of  times,  perfons  and 
*'  motives,  I  find  them  not  fo  ftrange,  but  that  they  may  be 
*'  true :  but  when  I  read  the  fame  accounts  in  Suetonius 
**  Tranquillus,  reprefented  by  titles  and  common  places, 
*'  and  not  in  order  of  time,  they  feem  monftrous  and  alto- 
•'  gether  incredible.  So  is  philofophy,  when  it  is  propound- 
*'  ed  intire,  and  when  it  is  fliced  and  difiecSled  into  frag- 
'^  ments." 

When  Mr.  Stanley  had  flniflied  this  work,  and  it  is  faid 
that  he  had  finiflied  it  before  he  was  eight  and  twenty  years 
of  age,  he  undertook  ^fchylus,  the  moft  knotty  and  intri- 
cate of  all  the  Greek  poets  ;  and  after  a  world  of  pains,  fpent 
in  reftoring  his  text  and  illuftrating  his  meaning,  publifhed 
an  accurate  and  beautiful  edition  of  that  author.  Bcfides 
thefe  monuments  of  his  learning,  which  are  publifhed,  there 
were  many  other  proofs  of  his  unwearied  application,  re- 
maining in  manufcript  after  his  death,  and  preferved  in  the 
celebrated  library  of  More,  Biftiop  of  Ely :  viz.  his  large 
Commentaries  on  ^fchylus,  in  eig;ht  volumes  in  folio,  which 
were  never  publifhed  ;  his  Adverfaria  or  Mifcellaneous  Re- 
marks on  feveral  palTages  in  Sophocles,  Euripides,  Callima- 
chus,  Hefychius,  Juvenal,  Perfius,  and  other  authors  of  an- 
tiquity; copious  Prelections  on  Theophraftus's  Characters; 
and  a  Critical  EfTay  on  the  Firft  Fruits  and  Tenths  of  the 
Spoil,  faid  in  the  epiftle  to  the  Hebrews  to  be  given  by  Abra- 
ham to  Melchifedeck.  His  works  were  certainly  much  above 
his  years,  and  in  this  he  might  be  confidered  as  a  fecond  Pi- 
cus  Mirandula.  He  died  alfo  much  about  the  fame  age, 
namely,  in  his  thirty  third  or  thirty  fourth  year  5  leaving  our 

nation 
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nation  much  indebted  to  his  family,  for  affording  two  fuch 
Engliflimen  as  Sir  John  Marfham  and  himfelf.  His  death 
happened  in  the  year  1678. 

STATIUS  (PuBLius  Papinius)  an  ancient  Roman 
poet,  was  defcended  of  a  good  family  at  Sellae,  a  town  in 
Epirus,  not  far  from  the  famous  Dodon^an  grove.  He  was 
born  at  Naples,  but  at  what  time  is  uncertain,  though  pro- 
bably about  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Claudius.  His  fa- 
ther had  fettled  there  feme  years  before,  had  opened  a  fchool 
of  rhetorick  and  oratory,  and  met  with  encouragemeilt  fuit- 
able  to  his  great  merits  and  learning.  He  removed  afterwards 
to  Rome,  and  engaged  in  the  fame  profeffion  with  equal  fuc- 
cefs.  Here  oiir  poet,  though  very  young,  fell  in  love  with 
a  widow  named  Claudia,  and  married  her  foon  after.  She 
was  a  lady  of  a  fine  wit,  accomplifhed  in  many  parts  of 
learning,  poetry  in  particular;  and  appears  to  have  affifted 
him  in  many  of  his  compofitions,  and  efpecially  in  his  The^ 
baid.     Thus  we  find  him  faying, 

^  long!  tu  fola  laboris 


Confcia\  cumque  tuis  creult  mca  'Tbebais  annls, 

SiLV,  Lib.  III.  c.  5. 

He  has  infcribed  the  poem,  from  whence  thefe  lines  are 
taken,  to  his  wife  Claudia  ;  and  he  treats  her  with  the  utmoft 
efteem  and  tendernefs.  She  very  well  deferved  fuch  tieat- 
ment  ;  as  (he  affectionately  fympathifed  with  him  upon  every 
occafion.  In  this  very  poem  he  mentions  her  rejoicing  with 
him  at  the  marks  of  favour  he  received  from  the  emperor  Do- 
mitian,  and  for  his  three  vi£^ories  at  the  Alban  Games  ;  and 
alfo  her  concern  for  his  ill  fuccefs,  when  he  loft  the  prize  in 
the  Capitol.  His  charader  was  foon  eftabliflicd  at  Rome  ; 
and  his  Sylvae,  or  Mifcellaneous  Pieces,  introduced  him  to 
the  acquaintance  of  the  greateft  wits  of  his  age,  "  It  is  very 
'*  remarkable,  fays  Voffius,  that  Martial,  who  was  a  great  ad-  De  Poctt* 
"  mfrer  of  Stella  the  poet,  (hould  never  make  the  leaft  men*  ^*'^°^s- 
*'  tion  of  Statius  ;  wha  alfo  was  fo  intimate  with  Stella,  that 
"  he  dedicated  to  him  the  firft  book  of  his  Sylvae."  But  this, 
he  fuppofes,  might  proceed  from  envy  and  emulation  in  Mar- 
tial; 
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tial ;  who  could  not  bear,  that  Statius  fhould  run  away  with 
fo  much  of  Domitian's  favour,  for  making  quick  extempo- 
rary verfes,  which  Martial  claimed  as  his  own  particular  pro- 
vince. He  was  recommended  to  the  emperor  by  Paris,  a 
favorite  a£^or ;  who  obtained  for  him  the  honour  of  being  ad- 
mitted to  fit  at  table  with  the  emperor  among  his  chief  mi- 
nifters.  It  is  fuppofed  his  circumftances  were  but  low,  be- 
fore he  became  acquainted  with  Paris,  and  that  he  was  ob- 
liged to  fell  his  poems  to  the  beft  bidder  for  fubfiftence  ;  for 
Juvenal  mentions  a  tragedy  called  Agave,  which  was  pur- 
chafed  by  Paris,  in  the  following  lines  : 

Currltur  ad  vocem  jucundam  bf  earmtn  arnica 
Thehaidos<i  latam  fecit  cum  Statius  urbertiy 
Promijitque  diem^  ianta  duicedine  captos 
Jfficit  ille  animus,   tantaque  libidine  vulgi 
Juditur :  fed  cum  f  regit  fuhfelUa  verfuy 
Efurity  intaciam  Paridi  nift  vendit  Agaven, 

Satyr.  VII. 

Having  for  fome  time  exercifed  his  mufe  in  thefe  Mifcel- 
lanies,  he  next  attempted  his  Thebaid  ;  in  which  he  was  af- 
fifted  by  Maximus  Junius,  a  man  of  quality  and  fmgularly 
learned.     This  poem  cofl  him  twelve  years  labour : 

O  mihi  his  fenos  multum  vigilata  per  annos 

Thebai. Theb.  Lib.  XII. 

and  he  was  grown  old  by  the  time  he  had  finlfhed  it.  He 
returned  to  Naples  to  correal  it,  and  foon  after  fet  about  the 
Achilleid  ;  but  did  not  live  to  go  far  with  that  work.  We 
have  no  account  of  the  time,  or  manner  of  his  death.  It 
,  probably  happened  in  Trajan's  time,   and  at  Naples  ;    as  it 

does  not  appear,  that  he  had  any  call  to  Rome  after  Domi- 
tian's deceafe.  It  is  a  great  fingularity  in  the  hiftory  of  Sta- 
tius, that  he  is  not  mentioned  by  any  of  his  contemporaries, 
excepting  Juvenal ;  and,  as  fome  have  thought,  not  even  by 
him  without  a  mixture  of  fatyr.  Whether  this  filence  about 
him  flowed  from  fome  ill  qualities  which  made  him  diiliked, 
b  no  where  faid  :   In  the  mean  time  it  is  eafy  to  conceive, 

that 
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that  his  flatteries  of  Domitlan,  which  it  muft  be  confefTcd 
were  inordinate,  and  the  very  great  favours  conferred  on  him 
by  that  detefted  emperor,  might  create  him  no  fmall  envy 
and  ill  will.  We  have  extant  of  this  poet,  his  Sylvae  in  five 
books,  his  Thebaid  in  twelve  books,  and  his  Achilleis  in  two. 
He  has  been  confidered  among  the  poets,  as  Alexander'  the 
Great  was  among  the  heroes  :  he  has  great  virtues,  and  great 
vices.  Sometimes  his  verfe  runs  in  a  truly  lofty  and  majef- 
tick  flrain  j  fometimes  he  mounts  above  the  clouds,  in  a 
high  bombaftick  llile  ;  and  fometimes,  Icarus  like,  he  falls 
from  thefe  heights  down  to  the  very  ground.  Upon  which 
account  Strada  fuppofes  him  to  be  feated  upon  the  fummit  of 
ParnafTus,  and  in  fo  much  danger,  that  he  feems  to  be  like 
a  man,  who  is  juft  ready  to  fall.  Statius,  as  well  as  his 
contemporary  Silius  Italicus,  paid  a  great  veneration  to  the 
memory  of  Virgil ;  which  he  (hewed,  like  him,  by  frequently 
vifiting  his  tomb,  which  was  near  Naples,  and  by  annually 
celebrating  his  birth-day. 

— — .  Maronelque  fedens  in  margine  tempU 

Sumo  animumy  ^  magni  tumulis  ad  canto  magijirl, 

Thebaid,  Lib.  IV.  v.  4. 

Like  him  too,  he  endeavoured  to  imitate  Virgil ;  but  with  all 
deference  to  the  fuperior  talents  of  his  great  mafter : 


nee  tu  divinam  /Eneida  tcnta^ 


Sed  longe  fequercy  ^  vejiigia  Jemper  adora. 

Thebaid,  Lib.  XII. 

Scaliger  fays,  that  "  none  of  the  ancients  or  moderns  have  Ds  Re  Po- 
*'  approached  the  majefty  of  Virgil  fo  nearly,  as  Statius  ;  who  etk.  Lib.vr 
*'  had  even  yet  been  nearer  to  him,  if  he  had  not  aifeded  to 
*'  be  fo  near :  for  being  naturally  fublime,  his  efforts  only 
"  carried  him  into  the  bombaft.'*  And  he  goes  on  to  fet 
him  above  all  other  poets,  not  excepting,  according  to  his 
iifual  partiality,  even  Homer  himfelf :  while  others  have  not 
confidered  him  in  near  fo  high  a  light.  We  muft  not  con- 
found Publius  Papinius  Statius,  as  fome  have  done,  with  an- 
other Statius,  whofe  furname  was  Surculus  ;  or,  as  Suetonius 

calls 
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calls  him,  Urfulus.     This  latter  was  indeed  a  poet^  as  well 
as  the  other  ;   but  he  lived  at  Tolofa  in  Gaul,   and  taught 
rhetorick  in  the  reign  of  Nero. 

The  beft  editions  of  Statius  are  thefe  two  :  that  in  ufum 
Delphini  cum  interpretatlone  &  notis  Claudii  Berah  i,  Paris, 
1685,  in  two  volumes,  4to  ;  and  that  cum  notIs  integris  Fre- 
deric! Gronovii  &  feledis.  variorum,  cura  Veenhufii,  L.  Bat. 
167 1,  8vo.  The  beft  edition  of  the  Sylvae  is  that  cum  notis 
&  emendationibus  Jeremias  Markland,  Lond.  1728,  4to. 


From  the 
Gen.  Dia. 


"  Apology 
**  for  him- 
*'  felf  and 
**  bis  wri- 
"  tings," 
prixited  a- 
joaong  his 
**  Political 
"  Wri- 
*«  ting?," 
J7i5,i2mo. 


STEELE  (Sir  Richard)  an  Engl  Ifli  writer,  who 
made  himfelf  famous  by  his  zeal  in  political  matters,  as  well 
as  by  the  various  producSlions  of  his  pen,  was  born  of  Eng- 
lifh  parents  at  Dublin  in  Ireland  ;  but  the  year  of  his  birth 
is  not  mentioned.  His  family  was  a  gentleman's ;  and  his 
father  was  a  counfellor  at  law,  and  private  fecretary  to  James, 
the  firft  duke  of  Ormond.  Sir  Richard  was  carried  out  of 
that  kingdom  while  he  was  very  voung ;  and  was  educated, 
together  with  his  friend  Mr.  Addifon,  at  the  Charter-Houfe 
fchool  in  London.  In  1695,  he  wrote  a  poem  on  the  fune- 
ral of  queen  Mary,  intitled,  '♦  The  Procefllon."  His  incli- 
nation leading  him  to  the  army,  he  rode  for  fome  time  pri- 
vately in  the  guards.  He  became  an  author  firft,  as  he  tells 
us  himfelf,  when  an  enfign  of  the  guards,  a  way  of  life  ex- 
pofed  to  much  irregularity  5  and  being  thoroughly  convinced 
of  many  things,  of  which  he  often  repented,  and  which  he 
more  often  repeated,  he  wrote  for  his  own  private  ufe  a  little 
book,  called  ''  The  Chriftian  Hero,"  with  a  defign  prhici- 
pally  to  fix  upon  his  own  mind  a  ftrong  impreflion  of  virtue 
and  religion,  in  oppofition  to  a  ftronger  propenlity  towards 
unwarrantable  pleafures.  This  fecret  admonition  was  too 
weak  ;  and  therefore  in  the  year  J  701,  he  printed  the  book 
"with  his  name,  in  hopes  that  a  ftanding  teftimony  againft 
himfelf,  and  the  ey^s  of  the  world  upon  him  in  a  new  light, 
might  curb  his  defircs,  and  make  him  afhamed  of  underftand- 
ing  and  feeming  to  feel  what  was  virtuous,  and  yet  of  living 
fo  contrary  a  life.  This  had  no  other  efFeci:,  but  that  from 
being  thought  no  undellghtful  companion,  he  was  foon  reck- 
oned a  difagreeable  fellow.  One  or  two  of  his  acquaintance 
thought  fit  to  mifufe  him,   and  try  their  valour  upon  him  j 

and 
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and  every  body  he  knew  meafured  the  leaft  levity  in  his  words 
or  a<Si:ions  with  the  charader  of  "  The  Chriftian  Hero." 
Thus  he  found  himfelf  flighted,  inftead  of  being  encouraged, 
for  his  declarations  as  to  religion  ;  fp  that  he  thought  it  in-, 
cumbent  upon  him  to  enliven  his  chara6i:er.  For  this  rea- 
fon  he  wrote  the  comedy,  called  "  The  Funeral,  or  Grief 
*«  a-la-Mode,"  which  was  adled  in  1702;  and,  as  nothing 
makes  the  town  fonder  of  a  man,  than  a  fuccefsful  play, 
this,  with  fome  other  particulars  enlarged  upon  to  advantage, 
obtained  the  notice  of  the  king  ;  and  his  name,  to  be  pro- 
vided for,  was,  he  fays,  in  the  laft  table-book  ever  worn  by 
the  glorious  and  immortal  William  the  third.  So  far  from  " 
himfelf;  and  there  is  no  reafon  to  difbelieve  him. 

He  had  before  this  obtained  a  captain's  commiffion  in  the 
lord  Lucas's  regiment  of  fufiliers  by  the  intereft  of  the  lord 
Cutts,  to  whom  he  had  dedicated  his  Chriftian  Hero,  and 
who  likewife  appointed  him  his  fecretary.  His  next  appear- 
ance as  a  writer,  we  ufe  his  own  words  again,  was  in  the 
quality  of  the  loweft  minifter  of  ftate,  to  wit,  in  the  office 
of  Gazetteer  ;  where  he  worked  faithfully,  according  to  or- 
der, without  ever  erring,  he  fays,  againft  the  rule  obferved 
by  all  miniftries,  to  keep  that  paper  very  innocent  and  very 
infipid.  He  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Addifon's  means  into 
the  acquaintance  of  the  earls  of  Halifax  and  Sunderland,  by 
whofe  intereft  he  was  appointed  Gazetteer.  His  next  pro- 
dudions  were  comedies  ;  "  The  Tender  Huftjand"  being 
a<Sted  in  1703,  as  was  "  The  Lying  Lovers"  in  1704.  In 
1709,  he  began  "  The  Tatler  :"  the  firft  of  which  was  pub- 
liftied  the  12th  of  April  1709,  and  the  laft  the  2d  of  Janu- 
ary 17  10- 1 1.  This  paper  greatly  increafed  his  reputation 
and  intereft  ;  and  he  was  foon  after  made  one  of  the  com- 
miffioners  of  the  ftamp  office.  Upon  laying  down  "  The 
"  Tatler,"  he  fet  up,  in  concert  with  Mr.  Addifon,  «'  The 
**  Spedator,"  which  began  to  be  publifiied  the  ift  of  March 
1710-11  ;  after  that  «*  The  Guardian,"  the  firft  of  which 
came  out  the  12th  of  March  17 13;  and  after  that  "  The 
*'  Engliftiman,"  the  firft  number  of  which  appeared  the  6lh 
of  October  the  fame  year.  Befides  thefe  works,  he  wrote 
feveral  political  pieces,  which  were  afterv/ards  colledbd,  and 
publilhed  under  the  title  of  "  Political  Writing?,'*   1715,  in 

1 2mo. 


> 


Slit  STEELE. 

i2mo.  One  of  thefe  will  be  mentioned  particularly  juft 
now,  becaufe  it  was  attended  with  remarkable  confequences 
relating  to  himfelf. 

Sir  Richard,  having  a  defign  to  ferve  In  the  laft  parliament 
of  queen  Anne,  refigned  his  place  of  commifiioner  of  the 
ftamp-office  in  June  171  3  ;  and  was  chofen  member  for  the 
borough  of  Stockbridge  in  Hampfhire  :  but  he  did  not  fit  long 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,  before  he  was  expelled  for  writing 
"  The  Englifliman,  being  the  Clofe  of  a  Paper  fo  called," 
and  "  The  Crifis."  This  lail  is  one  of  his  political  wri- 
tings, and  the  title  at  full  length  runs  thus  :  "  The  Crifis, 
*'  or  a  Dlfcourfe  reprefenting,  from  the  mofl  authentic  re- 
•'  cords,  the  juft  caufes  of  the  late  happy  revolution,  and  the 
*«  feveral  fettlements  of  the  crown  of  England  and  Scotland 
**  on  her  majefty ;  and  on  the  demife  of  her  majefty  without 
*<  iflue,  upon  the  moft  illuftrious  princefs  Sophia,  ,  eledtrefs 
*'  and  duchefs  dowager  of  Hanover,  and  the  heirs  of  her  bo- 
*«  dy  being  Proteftants,  by  previous  ads  of  both  parliament!? 
*'  of  the  late  kingdoms  of  England  and  Scotland,  and  con^ 
*«  firmed  by  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain.  With  fome 
«'  feafonable  remarks  on  the  danger  of  a  Popifh  fuccefTor." 
He  explains  in  his  apology  for  himfelf  the  occafion  of  his 
writing  this  piece.  He  happened  one  day  to  viftt  Mr.  More 
of  the  Inner  Temple ;  where,  the  difcourfe  turning  upon 
politics,  Mr.  More  took  notice  of  the  infmuatlons  daily 
thrown  out  of  the  danger  the  Proteftant  fucceflion  was  in, 
and  concluded  with  faying,  that  he  thought  Mr.  Steele,  from 
the  kind  reception  the  world  gave  to  what  he  publifhed, 
might  be  more  inftrumental  towards  curing  that  evil,  than 
any  private  man  in  England.  After  much  follicitation,  Mr. 
More  obfcrved,  that  the  evil  feemed  only  to  flow  from  mere 
inattention  to  the, real  obligations,  under  which  we  lie  to- 
wards the  houfe  of  Hanover  :  if  therefore,  continued  he,  the 
laws  to  that  purpofe  were  reprinted,  together  with  a  warm 
preface  and  a  well  urged  peroration,  it  is  not  to  be  imagined 
what  good  effects  It  would  have.  Mr.  Steele  was  much 
ftruck  with  the  thought ;  and  prevailing  with  Mr.  More  to 
put  the  law-part  of  it  together,  he  did  the  reft,  yet  did  not 
venture  to  publifti  it,  till  it  had  been  corred^ed  by  Mr.  Ad- 
dlfon,  Dr.  Hoadly,   afterwards  bifhop  of  Winchefter,  and 

others. 
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others.     It  was  immediately  attacked  with  great  feverity  hf 
Dr.  Swift,  in  a  pamphlet  publifhed  iu  17 12,  under  the  title 
of,  ««  The  Public  Spirit  of  the  Whigs  fet  forth  in  their  ge- 
*'  nerous  encouragement  of  the  author  of  the  Crifis  :"  but  it 
was  not  till  the  12th  of  March  17 13-14,   that  it  fell  under 
the  cognizance  of  the  houfe  of  commons.     Then  Mr.  John 
Hungerford  complained  to  the  houfe  of  divers  fcandalous  pa- 
pers,  publifhed  under  the  name  of  Mr.  Steele,   in  which 
Complaint  he  was  feconded  by  Mr,  Auditor  Foley,  coufm  to 
the  earl  of  Oxford,   and  Mr.  Auditor  Harley,  the  earl's  bro- 
ther.    Sir  William  Wyndham  alfo  added,  that  *'  fome  of 
*'  Mr.  Steele's  writings  contained  ihfolent  injurious  refledlions 
*'  on  the  qiieen  herfelf,  and  were  di(S^ated  by  the  fpirit  of  rc- 
"  hellion."      The  next  day   Mr.  Auditor  Harley  fpecified 
ibme  printed  pamphlets  publifhed  by  Mr.  Steele,  "  contain- 
*'  ing  feveral  paragraphs  tending  to  fcdition,  highly  refle^Sling 
'^  upon  her  majefly,   and  arraigning  her  adminiftration  and 
*'  govei-nmeht."     Some  proceedings  followed  between  this 
and  the  18th,  which  was  the  day  appointed  for  the  hearing  of 
Mr.  Steele ;  and  this  being  come,  Mr.  Auditor  JFoley  moved  j 
that  before  they  proceeded  farther,  Mr.  Steele  fhould  declare, 
whether  he  acknowledged  the  writings  that  bore  his  name 
Mr.  Steele  declared,   that  he  **  did  frankly  and  ingenuoufly 
*'  own  thofe  papers  to  be  part  of  his  writings  ;  that  he  writ 
"  them  in  behalf  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  and  owned  them 
*'  with  the  fame  unrefervednefs,   with  which  he  abjured  the 
*'  pretender."     Then  Mr.  Foley  propofed,   that  Mr.  Steele 
fhould  withdraw  ;  but  it  was  carried,   without  dividing,   that 
he  fhould  flay  and  make  his  defence.     He  defired,   that  he 
might  be  allowed  to  anfwer  what  was  urged  againfl  him  pa- 
ragraph by  paragraph  3   but  his  accufers  infifled,  and  it  was 
carried,  that  he   fhould  proceed  to  make  his  defence  gene- 
rally upon  the  charge   againfl  him.     Mr.  Steele  proceeded 
accordingly,  being  afTifted  by  his  friend  Mr.  Addifon,  mem- 
ber for  Malmefbury,  who  fat  near  him  to  prompt  him  upon 
occafion  ;  and  fpake  for  near  three  hours  on  the  feveral  heads, 
extracted  from  his  pamphlets.     After  he  had  withdrawn  hiii^- 
felf,  Mr.  Foley  faid,  that  "  without  amufing  the  houfe  with 
"  long  fpeeches,   it  is   evident  the   writings  complained  of 
*'  were  feditioos  and  fcandalous,   injurious  |o  het  majefly's 
Vol.  X.  LI  "  ^©vetn- 
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*'  government,  the  church,  and  the  univerfities ;"  and  fo 
called  for  ttie  queftion.  This  occafioned  a  very  warm  de- 
bate, which  lafted  till  eleven  o'clock  at  night.  The  firft, 
who  fpoke  for  Mr.  Steele,  was  Robert  Walpole,  Efq;  who 
was  feconded  by  his  brother  Horatio  Walpole,  lord  Finch, 
lord  Lumley,  and  lord  Hinchingbroke :  however,  it  was  re- 
folved  by  a  majority  of  245  againft  152,  that  "  a  printed 
«^  pamphlet,  intitled  The  Englifhman,  being  the  Clofe  of  a 
*'  Paper  fo  called,  and  one  other  pamphlet,  intitled  The 
*'  Crifis,  written  by  Ridrarrh^teele,  Efq;  a  member  of  this 
*'  houje,  are  fcandalous  and  feditious  libels,  containino-  ma- 
*'  ny  exprelTions  highly  reflecting  upon  her  majefty,  and  upon 
*'  the  nobility,  gentry,  clergy  and  univerfities  of  this  king- 
*<  dom  ;  malicioufly  infinuating,  that  the  Proteftant  fuccef- 
**  fion  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover  is  in  danger  under  her  ma- 
''  jefty*s  adminiftration  ;  and  tending  to  alienate  the  good  af- 
*'  feclions  of  her  majefty's  good  fubjecSls,  and  to  create  jea- 
"  loufies  and  divifions  among  them  :"  it  was  refolved  like- 
wife,  that  Mr.  Steele,  "  for  his  offence  in  writing  and  pub- 
*'  lifhing  the  faid  fcandalous  and  feditious  libels,  be  expelled 
*'  this  houfe."  He  afterwards  wrote  "  An  Apology  for 
**  himfelf  and  his  writings,  occafioned  by  his  expulfion," 
which  he  dedicated  to  Robert  Walpole,  Efq;  it  is  printed  a- 
mong  his  *'  Political  Writings,"  1715,  in  i2mo. 

He  had  now  nothing  to  do  till  the  death  of  queen  Anne, 
.  but  to  indulge  himfelf  with  his  pen  ;  and  accordingly,  in 
17 14,  he  publifhed  a  treatife  intitled,  '*  The  Romifh  Eccle- 
**  fiaftical  Hiftory  of  late  years.*'  This  is  nothing  more  than 
a  defcription  of  fome  monftrous  and  grofs  Popifli  rites,  de- 
ligned  to  prejudice  the  caufe  of  the  pretender,  which  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  gaining  ground  in  England  :  and  there  is  an  Ap- 
pendix fubjoined,  confifting  of  particulars,  very  well  calcu- 
lated for  this  purpofe.  In  No.  I.  of  the  Appendix,  we  have 
a  lift  of  the  colleges,  mona^eries  and  convents  of  men  and 
women  of  feveral  orders  in  the  Low  Countries  ;  with  the  re- 
venues, which  they  draw  from  England.  No.  IL  contains 
an  extract  of  the  Taxa  Cameiae,  or  Cancellariae  Apoftolicae, 
the  fees  of  the  pope's  chancery  ;  a  book,  printed  by  the  pope's 
authority,  and  fetting  forth  a  lift  of  the  fees  paid  him  for  ab- 
folutions,  difpcnfations,  indulgencies,  faculties,  and  exemp- 
tions. 
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tions.  No.  III.  is  a  bull  of  the  pope  in  1357,  given  to  the 
then  king  of  France  ;  by  which  the  princes  of  that  nation  re- 
ceived an  hereditary  right  to  cheat  the  reft  of  mankind. 
No.  IV.  is  a  tranllation  of  the  fpeech  of  pope  Sixtus  V,  as 
it  was  uttered  in  the  confiftory  at  Rome  the  2d  of  September 
1589  ;  fetting  forth  the  execrable  fa6l  of  James  Clement^ 
a  Jacobine  friar,  upon  the  perfon  of  Henry  III  of  France,  to 
be  commendable,  admirable,  and  meritorious.  No.  V.  is  a 
coUedlion  of  fome  poplfh  trails  and  pofitions,  deftru6Hve  of 
fociety  and  all  the  ends  of  good  government.  The  fame 
year,  17 14,  he  publifhed  two  papers  :  the  firft  of  which, 
intitled  "  The  Lover,"  appeared  the  25th  of  February;  the 
fecond,  called  "  The  Reader,"  the  22d  of  April.  In  the  fixth 
number  for  May  the  3d,  we  have  an  account  of  his  defign 
to  write  the  hiftory  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  from  the 
date  of  the  duke's  commiffion  of  captain  general  and  plenipo- 
tentiary to  the  expiration  of  thofe  commiflions :  the  mate- 
lials,  as  he  tells  us,  were  in  his  cuftody,  but  the  work  was 
never  executed. 

Soon  after  the  acceflion  of  George  I,  he  was  appointed 
furveyor  of  the  royal  ftables  at  Hampton  Court,  and  gover- 
nor of  the  royal  company  of  comedians  ;  and  was  put  into 
the  commiffion  of  the  peace  for  Middlesex;  and  in  April 
17 15,  was  knighted  upon  the  prefenting  of  an  addrefs  to  his 
majefty  by  the  lieutenancy.  In  the  firft  parliament,  he  was 
chofen  member  for  Boroughbrigg  in  Yorkfhire  ;  and  after  the 
fuppreflion  of  the  rebellion  in  the  north,  was  appointed  one 
of  the  commiftioners  of  the  forfeited  eftates  in  Scotland. 
The  fame  year,  17 15,  he  publiflied  in  8vo,  "  An  Account 
''  of  the  State  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Religion  throughout 
"  the  world.  Written  for  the  ufe  of  pope  Innocent  XI,  and 
"  now  tranflated  from  the  Italian.  To  which  is  added,  A 
*'  Difcourfe  concerning  the  State  of  Religion  in  Eno-land  : 
'*  written  in  French  in  the  time  of  king  Charles  I,  and  now 
**  firft  tranflated.  With  a  large  dedication  to  the  prefent 
"  pope,  giving  him  a  very  particular  account  of  the  ftate  of 
"  religion  among  Proteftants,  and  of  feveral  other  matters  of 
*'  importance  relating  to  Great  Britain,"  in  i2mo.  The 
dedication  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  written  by  Dr.  Hoadly, 
late  bifliop  of  Winchefter.     The  fame  year  ftill,  he  pub- 
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lifhed  "  A  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Mar  to  the  King  before 
*'  bis  Majefty's  Arrival  in  England  ;"  and  the  year  follow- 
ing, a  fecond  volume  of  "  The  Englifiiman."  In  171 8, 
came  out  ''  An  Account  of  his  Fifh-pnol  :"  he  had  obtained 
a  patent  for  bringing  fifli  to  market  alive  ;  for,  alafs  !  Steele 
was  a  projector,  and  that  was  one  circumftance,  among  ma- 
ny, which  kept  him  always  poor.  In  17 19,  he  publifhed 
*'  The  Spinfter,"  a  pamphlet ;  and  ''  A  Letter  to  the  Earl 
"  of  Oxford,  concerning  the  Bill  of  Peerage,'*  which  Bill 
he  oppofed  in  the  houfe  of  commons.  In  1720,  he  wrote 
two  pieces  againft  the  South-Sea  fcheme  ;  one  called  "  The 
*'  Crifis  of  Property,"  the  other  "  A  Nation  a  Family." 

In  January  1719-20,  he  began  a  paper  under  the  name 
of  Sir  John  Edgar,  called  "  The  Theatre  ;"  which  he  con- 
tinued every  Tuefday  and  Saturday,  till  the  5th  of  April  fol- 
lowing. During  the  courfe  of  this  paper,  viz.  on  the  23d 
of  January,  his  patent  of  the  governor  of  the  royal  company 
of  comedians  was  revoked  by  the  king  :  upon  which,  he 
drew  up  and  publiflied,  "  A  State  of  the  Cafe  between  the 
*'  Lord  Chamberlain  of  his  Majefty*s  Houfhold  and  the  Go- 
*'  vernor  of  the  Royal  Company  of  Comedians."  He  telJs 
us,  in  this  pamphlet,  that  a  noble  lord,  without  any  caufe 
alligned,  fends  a  meflage,  directed  to  Sir  Richard  Steele, 
Mr.  Wilks,  and  Mr.  Booth,  to  difmifs  Mr.  Cibber,  who  for 
feme  time  fubmitted  to  a  difability  of  appearing  on  the  ftage, 
during  the  pleafure  of  one  who  had  nothing  to  do  with  it ; 
and  that  when  this  lawlefs  will  and  pleafure  was  changed,  a 
very  frank  declaration  was  made,  that  all  the  mortification 
pu'*  upon  Mr.  Cibber  was  intended  only  as  a  prelude  to  re- 
mote evils,  by  which  the  patentee  was  to  be  afFe6led.  Upon 
this.  Sir  Richard  wrote  to  two  great  minifters  of  ftate,  and 
likewife  delivered  a  petition  to  the  king,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  lord  chamberlain  :  but  thefe  had  no  effedl,  for  his  patent 
was  revoked,  though  it  does  not  appear  for  what  reafon  ; 
and  the  lofs  he  fuftained  upon  this  occafion  is  computed  by 
himfelf  at  almoft  io,oool.  In  1722,  his  comedy,  called 
*'  1  he  Confcious  Lovers,"  was  a6ied  with  great  Succefs  ; 
and  publifhed  with  a  dedication  to  the  king,  for  which  his 
mcjc0y  made  him  a  pfefent  of  500 1. 

Some 
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Some  years  before  his  death,  he  grew  paralytic,  ar^cI  retired 
to  his  feat  at  Llangunnor  near  Cacrmarthen  in  Wales  ;  where 
he  died  the  ift  of  September  1729,  and  was  privately  interred 
according  to  his  own  defire.  He  had  been  twice  married  : 
his  firft  wife  was  a  lady  of  Barbadoes,  with  whom  he  had  a 
valuable  plantation  upon  the  death  of  her  brother  ;  his  fe-, 
cond  was  the  daughter  of  Jonathan  Scurlock,  of  Llangunnor, 
Efq;  by  whom  he  had  one  fon  and  two  daughters.  He  tefti- 
fied  his  efteem  publicly  for  this  laft  lady,  in  a  dedication  to 
her  prefixed  to  "  The  Ladies  Library."  Sir  Richard  Steele 
was  a  man  of  quick  and  excellent  parts,  accomplilhed  in  all 
branches  of  polite  literature  ;  and  would  have  pafled  for  a 
better  writer  than  he  does,  though  he  is  allowed  to  be  a  very 
good  one,  if  he  had  not  been  fo  connected  in  literary  pro- 
ductions, as  well  as  in  friendfhip,  with  Mr.  Addifon.  He 
fpeaks  himfelf  of  their  friendfhip  in  the  following  terms. 
"  There  never  was  a  more  ftri£l:  frlendfliip,  than  between  ^, 
"  thefe  gentlemen ;  nor  had  they  ever  any  difference,  but  No.  xu, 
''  what  proceeded  from  their  different  way  of  purfuing  the 
"  fame  thing.  The  one  with  patience,  forefight,  and  tem- 
'«  perate  addrefs,  always  waited  and  flemmed  the  torrent ; 
"  while  the  other  often  plunged  himfelf  into  it,  and  was  as 
*'  often  taken  out  by  the  temper  of  hiir-,  -/ho  flood  weeping 
*'  on  the  bank  for  his  fafety,  whom  h.j  could  not  dilfuade 
'*  from  leaping  into  it.  Thus  thefe  two  men  lived  for  fome 
"  years  laft  pafl,  (hunning  each  other,  but  ftill  preferving 
*'  the  mofl  pafTionate  concern  for  their  mutual  welfare.  But 
*'  when  they  met,  they  were  as  unreferved  as  boys,  and 
"  talked  of  the  greateil  affairs  ;  upon  which  they  faw  where 
''  they  differed,  without  prefling  (what  they  knew  impoffible) 
*'  to  convert  each  other." 

STELLA  (James)  an  eminent  painter,  the  fon  of 
Francis  Stella  a  Fleming,  was  born  in  1596  at  Lyons,  where 
his  father  had  fettled  in  his  return  from  Italy.  He  was  but 
nine  years  old  at  his  father's  death  ;  but  applying  himfelf  to 
painting,  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  at  twenty  he  went  to  Italy 
to  be  perfected.  As  he  was  pafling  through  Florence,  the 
great  duke  Cofmo  de  Medicis  employed  him ;  and  perceiv- 
ing him  to  be  a  man  of  genius,  affigned  him  lodgings  and  a 
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penfion  equal  to  that  of  Callot,   who  was  there  at  the  fume 
time.     He  ftaid   in  this  city  feven  years,   and   performed  fe- 
veral  things  in  painting,  defigning  and  graving.     From  thence 
he  went  to  Rome,   where  he  fpent  eleven  years  ;   chiefly  in 
fludying  the  antique  fculptures,    and    Raphael's    paintings^ 
Having  acquired  a  good  tafte,   as  well  as  a  great  reputation, 
in  Rome,  he  refolvcd  to  return  to  his  own  country  ;  intend- 
ing however  to  pafs  from  thence  into  the  fervice  of  the  king 
of  Spain,   who  had   invited  him  more  than  once.     He  took 
Milan  in  his  way  to  France  ;   and  cardinal  Albornos  offered 
him  the  direction   of  the  academy  of  painting  in  that  city, 
which  he  refufed.     When   he  came  to  Paris,   and  was  pre- 
paring for  Spain,  cardinal  Richelieu  detained  him ;  and  pre- 
'    fented  him  to  the  king,  who  afligned  him  a  good  penfion  and 
lodgings  in  the  Louvre.    He  gave  fuch  fatisfa£lion  here,  that 
he  was  honoured  with  the  order  of  St.  Michael.     He  painted 
feveral  large  piilures  for  the  king,  by  whofe  command  the 
greateft  part  of  them  v/ere  fent  to  Madrid.     Being  very  la- 
borious,  he  fpent  the  winler-evenings  in  defigning  the  hifto- 
ries  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  country  fports,  and  children's 
plays,  which  were  engraved,  and  make  a  large  volume.     He 
alfo  drew  the  defigns  of  the  frontifpieces  to  feveral  books  of 
the  Louvre  impreilion  ;  and  divers  antique  ornaments,  toge- 
ther with  a  frife  of  Julio  Romano,  which  he  brought  out 
of  Italy.     He  died  of  a  moft  tedious  confumption,  in  the 
year  1647. 

This  painter  had  a  fine  genius,  and  all  his  prodt](5tions 
were  wonderfully  eafy.  His  talent  was  rather  gay,  than  ter- 
rible :  his  invention  however  noble,  and  his  defign  of  a  good 
gout.  He  was  upon  the  whole  an  excellent  painter  ;  but  at 
laft  degenerated  into  what  is  called  manner^  feldom  con- 
fulting  nature  :  which  feems  fo  natural  to  us,  that  we  fhould 
not  wonder,  if  all  painters,  who  lived  to  any  age,  did  the 
fame, 

STEPHANUS  BYZANTINUS,  or  of  Byzantium,  was 
rabricu  an  able  grammarian,  who  lived  in  the  fifth  or  fixth  century  ; 
v^^'m  ^  for  it  is  not  certain  which.  He  compofed  a  dicllonary,  of 
BayiesDia.  which  we  have  nothing  remaining,  but  a  mean  abridgment : 
jn  voce.        which  the  grammarian  Hermolaus  undertook  to  make  of  it, 
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and  dedicated  to  the  emperor  Juftinian.  The  title  Trjft  ttoXewv, 
de  urbibus^  which  is  commonly  given  to  this  work,  is  nei- 
ther that  which  the  author,  nor  that  which  the  abridger, 
gave  it  :  the  true  title  of  the  book  was  'E^nKoc ;  and  hence  it 
was,  that  Hermolaus  Intitled  his  abridgment  ^^v.kuv  svirofAvi* 
For  thefe  fome  half- learned  men  in  later  times  have  infcribed 
it  TrBfi  iro-Muivy  de  urbibusy  becaufe  they  thought  the  principal 
defign  of  Stephanus  was  to  write  a  treatife  of  geography  ; 
which  was  only  a  part  of  his  work,  if  indeed  it  was  that. 
Others  again  have  faid,  that  he  had  no  other  defign,  than  to 
write  a  treatife  of  grammar,  and  to  explain  the  names  de- 
rived from  people,  cities,  and  provinces.  Mr.  Bayle  thinks 
however,  that  this  was  probably  the  fmalleft  part  of  his 
fcheme,  and  only  an  acceflbry  to  his  work  ;  that,  though  he 
is  careful  to  mark  thefe  kinds  of  names,  and  to  explain  their 
derivations,  yet  this  takes  up  but  very  little  room,  in  com- 
parifon  with  the  fads  which  he  relates,  and  the  teftimonies 
which  he  cites  j  that  he  made  a  great  number  of  obfervations 
borrowed  from  mythology  and  hiftory,  which  fhewed  the 
origin  of  cities,  colonies,  nations,  their  changes  and  dif- 
ferences ;  and  that  the  title  ^^.ntca  relates  to  thefe  obfervations. 
How  great  foever  the  injury  is,  which  this  work  has  fuf- 
fered  from  the  want  of  judgment  in  the  abridger,  and  after- 
wards from  the  ignorance  of  tranfcribers,  learned  men  have 
flill  received  great  light  from  it ;  and  thought,  that  there  was 
none  of  the  ancient  books  which  deferved  more  to  be  ex- 
plained and  corre6led  by  criticifm.  Sigonius,  Cafaubon,  Sca- 
Jiger,  Salmafius,  and  others,  have  employed  themfelves  in 
illuftrating  it.  The  £rfl:  edition  in  Greek  was  by  Aldus 
Manutius,  at  Venice  1502,  in  folio;  and  it  was  printed  fe- 
veral  times  elfewhere  in  the  Greek  only.  A  Portuguefe  Jew, 
named  Pinedo,  publifhed  it  at  Amfterdam  in  1678,  with  a 
Latin  tranllation  by  himfelf,  and  a  commentary.  In  1684, 
Mr.  Rickius,  profeiTor  at  Leyden,  publiftied  there  the  notes 
of  Lucas  Holftenius  upon  this  work,  which  notes  he  had  re- 
ceived from  cardinal  Francis  Barberini ;  and  in  1688,  there 
came  out  in  the  fame  city  a  new  edition  of  Stephanus  in  fo- 
lio, which  is  reckoned  the  beft.  It  is  in  Greek  and  Latin  : 
the  Latin  tranflation  is  by  Abraham  Berkelius,  who  has  added 
a  large  and  learned  commentary.     He  died  while  the  work 
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was  printing,  fo  that  his  remarks  upon  the  laft  letters  are  not 
fo  long  nor  fo  full  of  learning,  as  his  remarks  upon  the  firft, 
James  Gronovius,  at  Berkelius*s  death,  continued  the  publi- 
cation, and  greatly  contributed  to  the  improvement  of  this 
edition  by  notes  of  his  own. 

STEPHENS,  a  name  greatly  reverenced  in  the  re- 
public of  letters,  and  with  good  reafon  ;  fmce  to  this  family 
it  is  indebted  for  the  moft  correct  and  beautiful  impreffions 

phanerum  a  of  the  beft  aiithors,  the  ancient  Greek  ones  particularly. 

Mattaire.  Henry  Stephens,  the  firft  diflinguifhed  perfon  of  his  name, 

was  a  Frenchman,  and  one  of  the  beft  printers  of  his  time. 
He  died  in  the  year  1520,  and  left  three  fons  behind  him, 
who  carried  the  art  of  printing  to  perfection  ;  and  were,  two 
of  them  at  leaft,  very  extraordinary  men,  exclufively  of  that. 
Robert,  his  fecond  fon,  was  born  at  Paris  in  1503  ;  and 
applied  fo  feverely  to  letters  in  his  youth,  that  he  acquired  a 
perfect  knowledge  in  the  Latin,  Greek  and  Hebrew  tongues;. 
His  father  dying,  as  we  have  faid,  in  152c,  his  mother  was 
married  the  year  after  to  Simon  de  Colines,  in  Latin  Coli- 
naeus  ;  who  by  this  means  came  into  the  pofTeffion  of  Henry 
Stephens's  printing  houfe,  carried  on  the  bufmefs  till  his  death 
in  15475  and  is  well  known  for  the  neatnefs  and  beauty  of 
his  Italic  character.  In  1522,  when  he  was  nineteen  years 
of  age,  he  was  charged  with  the  management  of  his  father- 
in-law's  prefs  ;  and  the  fame  year  came  out,  under  his  in- 
fpe£tion,  a  New  Teftament  in  Latin,  which  gave  fuch  of- 
fence to  the  Paris  divines,  that  they  threatened  to  have  it 
burned,  and  him  banifhed.  He  appears  to  have  married,  and 
to  have  fet  up  for  himfelf  foon  after ;  for  there  are  books  of 
his  printing,  dated  fo  early  as  1526.  He  married  Perrete, 
the  daughter  of  Badius,  a  printer ;  who  was  a  learned  wo- 
man, and  underftood  Latin  well.  She  had  indeed  more  oc- 
^afion  for  this  accompliftiment,  than  wives  ufually  have  :  for 
Robert  Stephens  had  always  in  his  houfe  ten  or  twelve  cor- 
rectors of  his  prefs,  who,  being  learned  men  of  different  na- 
tions, fpoke  nothing  but  Latin  ;  from  whence  there  was  a 
neceffity,  that  his  domeftics  ftiould  know  fomething  of  the 
language.  He  refolved  from  the  beginning  to  print  nothing 
but  good  books :  he  only  ufed  the  Roman  characters  at  firft, 
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but  afterwards  employed  the  Italic  :  bis  mark  was  a  tree 
branched,  and  a  man  looking  upon  it,  with  thefe  words,  noli 
a/turn  fapere^  to  which  he  fometimes  zdded,  fed  time.  In  fomo 
of  his  firft  editions,    he  did  not  ufe  figures  and  catch-words, 
as  thinking  them  of  little  importance.      In  1539,  Francis  I 
named  him  his  printer ;   and  ordered  a  new  fet  of  letters  to 
be  founded,    and  ancient  manufcripts  to  be  fought  after,  for 
him.     The  averfion,  which  the  dolors  of  the  Sorbonne  had 
conceived  againft  him,  on  account  of  the  Latin  New  Tefta- 
nient  in  1522,  revived  in  1532,  when  he  printed  his  great 
Latin  Bible  :    Francis  protected  him  :   but  this  king  dying  in 
1547,  he   faw   plainly  that  there  was  no  more  good  to  be 
done  at  Paris  ;  and  therefore,   after  fuftaijiing  the  efforts  of 
his  enemies  till  1552,  he  withdrew  from  thence  to  Geneva, 
It  has  been  pretended  by  fome,  that  Robert  Stephens  carried 
with  him,  not  only  the  types  of  the  royal  prefs,  but  alfo  the 
matrices,  or  moulds  thofe  types  were  caft  in  :   but  this  can- 
not be  true,  not  only  becaufe  no  mention  was  made  of  any 
fuch  thing  for  above  fixty  years  after,  but  becaufe  none  of 
the  Stephens's  afterwards  ever  ufed  thefe  types  :   and  if  Ro- 
bert was  burned  in  effigy  at  Paris,   as  Beza  in  his  Icones  re- 
lates, it  was  not  for  this,  but  for  his  embracing  Calvinifm  at 
Geneva,    of  which  he  was  fufpeded  before   he  left  Paris. 
He  lived  in  intimacy  at  Geneva  with  Calviji,  Beza,  Rivet, 
and  others,  whofe  works  he  printed  ;  and  died  there  the  7th 
of  September  1559.     This  eminent  artift  was  fo  exa61  and 
follicitous  after  perfection,  that,  in  a  noble  contempt  of  gain, 
he  ufed  to  expofe  his  proofs  to  public  view,  with  offer  of  a 
reward  to  thofe,   who  fhpuld  difcover  any  faults :  fo  that  it 
is  no  wonder,  his  impreffions  fhould  be  as  correct  as  beauti- 
ful.    He  was,  like  the  reft  of  his  family,  not  only  a  printer,. 
but  a  writer  :  his  Thefaurus  Lingua:  Latino;  is  a  work  of  im- 
menfe  learning,  as  well  as  labor ;   and  he  publifhed  alfo  in 
1552,  when  he  went  to  Geneva,  a  Latin  piece,  in  anfwer 
to  the  Paris  divines,  who  had  abufed  his  Latin  editions  of  the 
Old  and  New  Teftament,  which  fhews  his  parts  as  well  as 
learning.     He  left  his  fubftance,   which  was  very  confidera- 
ble,  to  fuch  of  his  children  as  fhould  come  to  Geneva,  ex- 
clufively  of  the  reft.     He  had  a  daughter,  who  underftood 
Latin  well,  which  (he  had  learned  by  hearing  it  talked  in  her 
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father's  family :  and  three  Tons  Henry,  Robert,  and  Francis. 
But  before  we  take  any  notice  of  thefe,  we  muft  fay  a  word 
or  two  of  his  brothers,  Francis  and  Charles. 

Francis,  older  than  himfelf,  we  know  no  more  of,  than 
that  he  worked  jointly  with  his  father-in-law  Colinasus,  after 
Robert  had  left  him ;  and  that  he  died  at  Paris  about  the 
year  1550.  Charles,  his  younger  brother,  though  more 
confiderable  than  Francis,  was  yet  inferior  to  himfelf  both 
as  a  printer  and  a  fcholar  :  neverthelefs,  Charles  wrote  and 
printed  many  ufeful  and  valuable  works.  He  was  born  about 
the  year  1504,  and  became  fo  perfectly  fkilled  in  Greek  and 
Latin  literature,  that  Lazarus  de  Baif  took  him  for  preceptor 
to  his  fon  Antony,  and  afterwards  carried  him  with  him  into 
Germany.  He  fludied  phyfic,  and  took  a  doftor's  degree  at 
Paris;  but  this  did  not  hinder  him  from  following  the  profef- 
fion  of  his  father,  and  being  printer  to  the  king.  In  the 
mean  time,  he  was  more  of  an  author,  than  a  printer  ;  hav- 
ing written  upwards  of  thirty  works  upon  various  fubje6ls. 
He  died  at  Paris  in  1564,  leaving  behind  him  a  very  learned 
daughter. 

Henry,  Robert,  and  Francis,  the  fons  of  Robert,  make 
the  third  generation  of  the  Stephens's,  and  were  all  printers. 
It  is  neceflary  to  be  fomewhat  particular  about  Henry.  He 
was  born  at  Paris,  in  1528  ;  and,  being  moft  carefully  edu- 
cated by  his  father,  became  the  moft  learned  of  all  his  learn- 
ed family.  He  was  particularly  fkilled  in  the  Greek  lan- 
guage, which  he  conceived  a  fondnefs  for  from  his  infancy ; 
ftudied  afterwards  under  Turnebus,  and  the  beft  mafters  ; 
and  became  at  length  fo  perfect  in,  as  to  pafs  for  the  beft 
Grecian  in  Europe,  after  the  death  of  Budaeus.  He  had  alfb 
a  ftrong  paffion  for  poetry,  while  he  was  yet  a  child,  which 
he  cultivated  all  his  life  ;  and  gave  in  his  tendereft  years  fo 
many  proofs  of  uncommon  abilities,  that  he  has  always  been 
_  ...  ranked  among  the  celebres  enfans.     He  had  a  violent  pro- 

^om.  6.  penfity  to  aftrology  in  the  younger  part  of  his  life,  and  pro- 
cured a  mafter  in  that  way  ;  but  foon  perceived  the  vanity 
of  it,  and  laid  it  afide.  It  feems  to  have  been  about  the 
year  1546,  when  his  father  took  him  into  bufinefs  :  yet, 
before  he  could  think  of  fixing,  he  refolved  to  travel  into 
foreign  countries,  to  examine  libraries,  and  to  conne(5l:  him- 
felf 


V 


STEPHENS.  52J 

fclf  with  learned  men.  He  went  into  Italy  in  1547,  and 
flaid  there  two  years  ;  and  returned  to  Paris  in  1549,  when 
he  fubjoined  Tome  Greek  verfes,  made  in  his  youth,  to  a 
folio  edition  of  the  new  teftament  in  Greek,  which  his  father 
had,  juft  finiflied.  In  1550,  he  went  over  to  England  ;  and 
in  1 55 1  to  Flanders,  where  he  learned  the  Spanifh  tongue 
of  the  Spaniards,  who  then  poflfefled  thofe  countries,  as  he 
had  before  learned  the  Italian  in  Italy.  On  his  return  to 
Paris,  he  found  his  father  preparing  to  leave  France  :  we  do 
not  know,  whether  he  accompanied  him  to  Geneva  5  but  if 
he  did,  it  is  certain  that  he  returned  immediately  after  to 
Paris,  and  fet  up  a  printing  houfe.  In  1554,  he  went  to 
Rome,  vifiting  his  father  at  Geneva  as  he  went,  and  the' 
year  after  to  Naples  ;  and  returned  to  Paris,  by  the  way  of 
Venice,  in  1556.  This  was  upon  bufinefs,  committed  to 
him  by  the  government.  Then  he  fat  down  to  printing  in 
good  earneft,  and  never  left  off,  till  he  had  given  the  world 
the  moft  beautiful  and  correct  editions  of  all  the  ancient 
Greek  and  other  valuable  writers.  He  called  himfelf  at  fidt 
printer  of  Paris  ;  but,  in  1558,  took  the  title  of  printer  to 
Ulric  Fugger,  a  very  rich  German,  who  allowed  him  a  ^''^^^le 
confiderable  penfion.  He  was  at  Geneva  in  1558,  to  lee 
his  father,  who  died  the  year  after;  and  he  married  in  1560. 
Henry  III  of  France  was  very  fond  of  Stephens,  fent  him 
to  Switzerland  in  fearch  of  Manufcripts,  and  gave  him  a 
penfion.  He  took  him  to  court,  and  made  him  great  pro- 
mifes :  but  the  troubles,  which  accompanied  the  latter  part 
of  this  king's  reign,  not  only  occafioned  Stephens  to  be  dif- 
appointed,  but  made  his  fituation  in  France  fo  dangerous, 
that  he  thought  it  but  prudent  to  remove,  as  his  father  had 
done  before  him,  to  Geneva.  Notwithftanding  all  his  excel- 
lent labors,  and  the  infinite  obligations  due  to  him  from  the  ^^ 
public,  he  is  faid  to  have  become  poor  in  his  old  age  :  the 
Caufe  of  which  is  thus  related  by  feveral  authors.  Stephens 
had  been  at  vaft  expence  as  well  as  labor,  in  compiling  and 
printing  his  Thefaurus  L'mguis  Graca :  fo  much,  in  (hort, 
that,  without  proper  reimburfements  from  the  public,  he  and 
his  family  muft  be  inevitably  ruined.  Thefe  reimburfements 
however  were  never  made :  for  his  fervant  John  Scapula  ex- 
Uaded  from  this  treafure,  what  he  thought  would  be  moft 
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neceffar^s  and  of  greateft  ufe  to  the  generality  of  ftudents  ; 
and  publifhed  a  lexicon  in  4to.  under  his  own  name,  which 
has  fince  been  enlarged  and  printed  often  in  folio.  By  this 
a£t  of  treachery,  he  deftroyed  the  fale,  though  he  could  not 
deftroy  the  credit,  of  the  Thefaurus  ;  and  though  he  ruined 
his  mafter„  left  him  the  glory  of  a  work,  which  was  then 
pronounced  by  Scaliger,  and  has  ever  been  judged  by  all 
learned  men,  moft  excellent.  He  died  in  1598,  leaving  a 
fon  Paul  and  two  daughters  ^  one  of  which,  named  Florence, 
had  efpoufed  the  learned  Ifaac  Cafaubon  in  April  1586.  He 
was  the  moft  learned  printer,  that  had  then  been,  or  per- 
haps ever  will  be  :  all  his  Greek  authors  are  moft  corre6lly 
printed  ;  and  the  Latin  verfions,  which  he  gave  to  fome  of 
them,  are,  as  Cafaubon  and  Huetius  have  faid,  very  faith- 
ful. The  chief  authors  of  antiquity,  printed  by  him,  are 
Anacreon,  j^fchylus,  Maximus  Tyrius,  Diodorus  Siculus, 
Pindar,  Xenophon,  Thucydides,  Herodotus,  Sophocles, 
Diogenes  Laertius,  Plutarch,  Plato,  ApoUonius  Rhodius^ 
iEfchines,  Lyfias,  Callimachus,  Theocritus,  Herodian, 
Dionyfius  Halicarnaflenfis,  Dion.  Caflius,  Ifocrates,  Ap- 
pian,  Xiphilin,  ^c.  He  did  not  meddle  fo  much  with  La- 
tin authors,  although  he  printed  fome  of  them  -,  as,  Horace 
and  Virgil,  which  he  illuftrated  with  notes  and  a  commen- 
tary of  his  own,  Tully's  familiar  epiftles,  and  the  epiftles 
and  panegyric  of  the  younger  Pliny.  But  he  was  not  con- 
tent with  printing  the  works  of  others :  he  wrote  alfo  a 
great  many  things  himfelf.  His  Thefaurus  Graces  L'lnguce 
has  been  mentioned  :  another  piece,  which  made  him  very  fa- 
mous, was  his  IntroduSfion  a  V Apologie  pour  Htradote.  This 
ran  through  manv  editions,  and  is  a  very  fevere  fatire  upon 
popery  and  its  profeilbrs. 

Paul  Stephens,  the  fon  of  Henry,  though  inferior  to  his 
father,  was  yet  well  (killed  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  tongues. 
His  father  was  more  folicitous  about  his  being  inftru£l:ed  in 
thcfe,  than  in  the  art  of  printing.  He  carried  on  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  a  printer  for  fome  time  at  Geneva  ;  but  his  prefs  had 
greatly  degenerated  from  the  beauty  of  that  at  Paris,  and  he 
afterwards  fold  his  types  to  Chouet,  a  printer.  He  died  at 
Geneva  in  1627,  aged  60  years,  leaving  a  fon  Antony,  who 
tvas  the  laft  printer  of  the  Stephens's.     Antony,  quitting  the 
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religion  of  his  father  for  that  of  his  anceftors,  quitted  alfo 
Geneva,  and  returned  to  Paris,  the  place  of  their  original. 
Here  he  was  fome  time  printer  to  the  king;  but  managing 
his  affairs  ill,  he  was  obliged  to  give  all  up,  and  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  an  hofpital,  there  he  died  in  extreme  mifery  and 
blindnefs  in  1674,  aged  eighty  years. 

Such  was  the  end  of  the  illuftrious  family  of  Stephens, 
after  it  had  floriftied  for  five  generations ;  and  had  done  great 
honor  to  itfelf,  by  doing  incredible  fervice  to  the  republic  of 
letters. 

STE  PNEY  (George)  an  Engllfh  poet  and  ftatefman, 
was  defcended  from  a  family  at  Pendigraft  in  Pembroke- 
fhire,  but  born  in  London  in  the  year  1663,  He  received 
his  education  at  Weftminfter  School,  and  was  removed  from 
thence  to  Trinity  College  in  Cambridge  in  1682;  where, 
being  of  the  fame  {landing  as  well  as  college  with  Charles 
Mountague,  Efq;  afterwards  Earl  of  Hallifax,  a  ftridl  friend- 
fhip  grew  up  between  them.  To  this  lucky  incident  of  be- 
ing early  known  to  Mr.  Mountague,  was  owing  all  the  pre- 
ferment Mr.  Stepney  afterwards  enjoyed,  who  is  fuppofed 
not  to  have  had  parts  fufficicnt  to  have  rifen  to  any  diftinc- 
tion,  without  the  immediate  patronage  of  fo  great  a  man, 
as  the  Lord  Halifax.  When  Stepney  firft  fet  out  in  life,  he 
feems  to  have  been  attached  to  the  tory  intercft  ;  for  one  of 
the  firft  poems  he  wrote,  was  an  addrefs  to  King  James  If, 
upon  his  acceflion  to  the  throne.  Soon  after,  when  Mon- 
mouth's rebellion  broke  out,  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge, 
to  (hew  their  zeal  for  the  king,  thought  proper  to  burn  the 
picture  of  that  rafh  prince,  who  had  formerly  been  their 
chancellor:  upon  which  occafion  Stepney  wrote  fome  good 
verfes,  in  anfwer  to  this  queftion  : 

J'e^l  quid 

Turba  Rami  f  fequiiur  fori  una  m  fe?nper^  ^  odit 
Damnatos. 

Upon  the  revolution,  he  embraced  another  intereft,  and 
procured  himfelf  to  be  nominated  to  feveral  foreign  embaf- 
fies.  In  the  year  1692,  he  went  to  the  ele6tor  of  Branden- 
burg's court,  in  quality  of  envoy  ;  in  1693,  to  the  imperial 

court 
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court  In  the  fame  charadter ;  in  1694,  to  the  elector  of 
Saxony  ;  and  two  years  after,  to  the  eledors  of  Mentz, 
Cologn,  and  the  congrefs  at  Francfort.  He  was  employed 
in  feveral  other  ambaffies  ;  and  in  the  year  1706,  Queen 
Anne  fent  him  envoy  to  the  States  General.  He  was  very 
fuccefsful  in  his  negotiations,  which  occafioned  his  conftant 
employment  in  the  moft  weighty  affairs.  He  died  at  Chelfea 
the  year  after,  1707,  and  was  buried  in  Weftminfter  Abbey  ; 
where  a  fine  monument  was  erected  over  him,  with  a  pom- 
pous infcription.  At  his  leifure-hours  he  compofed  feveral 
other  pieces,  befides  thofe  already  mentioned  :  which  are 
printed  among  the  works  of  the  minor  poets,  publifhed  fome 
years  ago  in  two  volumes,   i2mo. 

Stepney  likewife  wrote  fome  political  pieces  in  profe,  par- 
ticularly, "  An  eifay  on  the  prefent  intereft  of  England,  in 
*'  1701  :  to  which  are  added.  The  proceedings  of  the  hiufe 
*'  of  commons  in  1677,  upon  the  French  King's  progrefs  in 
"  Flanders."  This  piece  is  reprinted  in  the  collection  of 
tradls,  called  "  Lord  Somers*s  collection." 

STERNHOLD  (Thomas)  an  Englifh  poet,  and  ever 
to  be  remembered,  bv  all  parifh-clerks  efpecially,  for  his 
verfion  of  King  David's  pfalms,  was  born  in  Hampfhire,  as 
Mr.  Wood  thinks  ;  but  he  is  not  fure.  He  is  lefs  fare,  whe- 
Athen.  Ox.  ther  he  was  educated,  as  fome  fuppofed,  at  Wykeham's  fchool 
near  Winchefter;  but  very  fure,  that  after  fpending  fome  time 
at  Oxford,  he  left  the  univerfity  without  a  degree.  He  then 
repaired  to  the  court  of  Henry  VIII,  was  made  groom  of  the 
robes  to  him,  and  had  an  hundred  marks  bequeathed  to  him 
by  the  will  of  that  king.  He  continued  in  the  fame  oiEce 
under  Edward  VI ;  and  was  in  fome  efteem  at  court  for  his 
vein  in  poetry.  Being  a  moft  zealous  reformer,  and  a  very 
ftrict  liver,  he  became  fo  fcandalized  at  the  amorous  and  ob- 
fcene  fongs  ufed  there,  that  he  turned  into  Englifh  metre  one 
and  fifty  of  David's  pfalms,  and  caufed  mufical  notes  to  be  fet 
to  them.  He  flattered  himfelf,  that  the  courtiers  would  fmg 
them  inftead  of  their  loofe  and  wanton  fonnets;  butMr.Wood 
is  of  opinion,  and  fo  are  we,  that  very  few  of  them  did  fo. 
However,  the  poetry  and  mufic  being  thought  admirable  in 
thofe  times,  they  were  gradually  introduced  into  all  parochial 
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churches  ;  and  fung,  as  they  continue  to  be  in  the  far  greater 
part  at  prefent,  notwlthftanding  the  more  reformed  and  elegant 
verfion,  fmce  made  by  Tate  and  Brady,  and  countenanced  by 
royal  authority  in  1696.     Eight  and  fifty  other  pfalms  were 
turned  into  Englifh  metre  by  John  Hopkins,  a  contemporary 
writer,  and  ftiled  by  Bale,  Britannicorum  Poetarumfui  tern-   Scdp^Mag, 
ports  non  infimus.    The  reft  were  done  by  other  hands.    We   Britanniae, 
do  not  find,  that  Mr.  Sternhold  compofed  any  other  poetry  j   P*  "3> 
and  the  fpecimen  we  have  gives  us  no  room  to  lament,  that 
he  did  not :  however,  let  us  not  forget  to  commend  the  piety 
of  the  man.     He  died  in  London  in  the  year  1549*     It  may 
be  proper  to  fubjoin  upon  this  occafion,  what  Dr.  Heylin  in 
his  church  hiftory  has  remarked  concerning  this  tranflation  of 
the  pfalms.    ''  About  this  time,  fays  he,  the  pfalms  of  David   fj^y^^.g 
*'  did  firft  begin  to  be  compofed  in  Englifh  metre  by  Thomas   church  hift- 
**  Sternhold,  one  of  the  grooms  of  the  privy  chamber ;  who, 
*'  tranflatlng  no  more  than  thirty-feven^^''  (he  ihould  have  faid 
fifty -one)   "  left  both   example  and  encouragement  to  John 
*'  Hopkins  and  others,  to  difpatch  the  reft.     A  device,  firft 
*'  taken  up  in  France  by   one  Clement  Marot,  one  of  the 
*<  grooms  of  the  bed  chamber  about  King  Francis  I,  who 
*'  being  much  addicted  to  poetry,  and  having  fome  acquaint- 
*«  ance  with  thofe,  that  were  thought  to  be  inclined  to  there- 
*«  formation,  was  perfuaded  by  the  learned  Vatablus,  profef- 
*'  for  of  the  Hebrew  language  in  Paris,  to  exercife  his  poetical 
*'  fancy  in  tranflating  fome  of  David's  pfalms  ;  for  whofe  fatis- 
*'  faction  and  his  own,  he  tranflated  the  firft  fifty  of  them. 
"  Afterwards  flying  to  Geneva,    he  grew  acquainted  with 
"  Beza,  who  in  fome  tracStof  time  tranflated  the  other  hundred 
"  alfo,   and  caufed  them  to  be  fitted  to  feveral  tunes  ;  which 
**  thereupon  began  to  be  fung  in  private  houfes,  and  by  degrees 
*'  to  be  taken  up  in  all  the  churches  of  the  French  nation, 
"  which  followed  the  Geneva  platform.     The  tranflation  is 
*'  faid  by  Strada  to  have  been  ignorantly  and  perverfly  done, 
*'  as  being  the  work  of  a  man  altogether  unlearned  ;  but  not 
^P     **  to  be  compared  with  the  barbarity  and  botching,  which  every 
Ht   "  where  occurreth  in  the  tranflation  of  Sternhold  and  Hopkins. 
^Bi/^  Thefe  notwlthftanding,  being  allowed  for  private  devotion, 
^B  "  were  by  little  and  little  brought  into  the  ufe  of  the  church. 
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*«  and  permitted  rather  than  allowed  to  be  fung  before  and  a,*'- 
*'  ter  fermons.  Afterwards  they  were  printed  and  bound  up  In 
*'  the  Common  Prayer  Book  j  and  at  laft  added  by  the  ftationers 
•^  to  the  end  of  the  bible.  F^or  though  it  be  expreiTed  in  the 
''  title  of  ihofe  Tinging  pfalms,  that  they  were  Jet  forth  and 
•'  allowed  to  be  fung  in  all  churches^  before  and  after  morning 
^^  and  evening  prayer^  and  alfo  before  and  after  fermons ^  yet 
•'  this  allowance  feems  rather  to  have  been  a  connivance  than 
*'  an  approbation  ;  no  fuch  allowance  having  been  any  where 
*'  found  by  fuch,  as  have  been  moft  induflrious  and  concerned 
*'  in  the  fearch  thereof.  At  firft  it  was  pretended  only,  that 
*'  the  faid  pfalms  fliould  be  fung  before  and  after  morning  and 
*'  evening  prayer^  and  alfo  before  dtid  after  fer7nbns^  which  fhews 
#  *'  they  were  not  to  be  intermingled  with  the  public  liturgy  ; 

*'  but  in  fome  tra<Sl:  of  time,  as  the  puritan  fadlion  grew  in 
*'  ftrength  and  confidence,  they  prevailed  fo  far  in  moft  places 
"  to  thruft  the  Te  Deum^  the  BenediSlus^  the  Magnificat^  and 
*'  the  nunc  Dimittis^  quite  out  of  our  church/* 

STESICHORUS,  an  ancient  Greek  poet^  was  born  at 
Himeraj  a  city  of  Sicily,  in  the  37th  Olympiad  :  which  was 
about  the  time  of  the  prophet  Jeremiah.  His  name  was  ori- 
ginally Tyfias,  but  changed  to  Stefichorus,  on  account  of  his 
being  the  firft,  who  taught  the  Chorus  to  dance  to  the  lyre. 
He  appears  to  have  been  a  man  of  the  firft  rank  for  wifdom 
and  authority  among  his  fellow  citizens ;  and  to  have  had  a 
great  hand  in  the  tranfa61:ions  between  that  ftate  and  the  tyrant 
Phalaris.  He  died  at  Catana  in  Sicily  at  above  fourfcore  years 
of  age  ;  and  the  people  were  fo  fenfible  of  the  honor,  his  re- 
liques  did  the  city,  that  they  refolved  to  keep  them,  whatever 
pretences  the  Himerians  fhould  make  to  the  contrary.  Much 
of  this  poet's  hiftory  depends  upon  the  authority  of  Phalaris's 
cpiftles ;  and  if  the  genuinenefs  of  tbefe  fhould  be  given  up,  as 
we  know  it  has  been  difputed,  yet  we  colledl  from  thence  the 
efteem  and  charatSter,  Stefichorus  bore  with  antiquity.  We 
have  no  catalogue  of  his  v/orks  on  record  :  Suidas  only  tells 
us,  in  general,  that  he  compofed  a  book  of  lyrics  in  the  Do- 
rian diale£l ;  of  which  a  few  fcraps,  not  amounting  to  three- 
fcore  lines,  are  fet  together  in  the  collection  of  Fulvius  Ur- 
fmus,  at  Antwerp  1568,  8vo.  Maicfty  and  greatnefs  make  the 
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common  charaaer  of  his  flile  :  from  whence  Horace  gives  him 

the   Graves  Camaenae.     Hence  Alexander,    in  Dion  Chry- 

foftom,  reckons  him  among  the  poets,  whom  a  prince  ought 

to  read  :   and  Synefius  puts  him  and  Homer  together,  as  the 

noble  celebrators  of  the  heroic  race.     Quintilian's  judgment 

on  his  works  will  juftify  all  this ,  *'  the  force  of  Stefichorus's 

*'  wit  appears,  fays  he,  from  the  fubjedls  he  has  treated  of;   J"^-  ^^^^' 

"  while  he  fmgs  the  greateft  wars  and  the  greateft  comman- 

*'  ders,  and  fuftains  with  his  lyre  all  the  weight  and  grandeur 

''  of  an  epic  poem.     For  he  makes  his  heroes  fpeak  and  a6fc 

*'  agreeably  to  their  characters  :  and  had  he  but  obferved  mo- 

*'  deration,   he  would  have  appeared  the  faireft  rival  of  Ho-. 

*'  mer.     But  he  is  too  exuberant,  and  does  not  know  how  to 

*«  contain  himfelf :   which,   though  really  a  fault,  yet  is  one  i^, 

*'  of  thofe  faults,  which  arifes  from  an  abundance  and  excefs 

*«  of  genius." 

STILLINGFLEET  (Dr.  Edward)  an  Englifh 
prelate  of  great  abilities  and  learning,  was  defcended  from  ark 
ancient  family  at  Stillingfleet  near  York ;  and  was  born  at 
Cranbourn  in  Dorfetftiire,  the  17th  of  April   1635,  being 
the  feventh  fon  of  his  father,    Samuel  Stillingfleet,   Gent.   Life  of 
After  an  education  at  a  private  grammar  fchool,  he  was  fent  ^^'^^'"g'^e^^ 
in  1648  to  St.  John's  college  Cambridge  ;   of  which  he  was   his  Works, 
chofen  fellow  March  the  31ft  1653,  having  taken  a  bachelor  J."f^^^°^- 
of  arts  degree.     Then  he  withdrew  a  little  from  the  univer- 
fity,  to  live  at  Wroxhall  in  Warwickfliire  with  Sir  Roger 
Burgoin,  a  perfon  of  great  piety,   prudence,   and  learning ; 
and  afterwards  went  to  Nottingham,  to  be  tutor  to  a  young 
gentleman  of  the  family  of  Pierrepoint.     After  he  had  been 
about  two  years  in  this  ftation,  he  was  recalled  by  his  patron 
Sir  Roger  Burgoin,  who  in  1657  gave  him  the  redory  o( 
Sutton  ;  which  he  entered  upon  with  great  pleafure,  having 
received  epifcopal  orders  from  Dr.  Brownrigg,   the  ejected 
biihop  of  Exeter.     In  1659,  he  publiflied  "  Irenicum^  or  a 
*' Weapon-Salve  for  the  Churches  Wounds  :"  which,  while 
it  (hewed  prodigious  abilities  and  learning  in  fo  young  a  man, 
gave  great  offence  to  many  of  the  church-party.     He  did  not 
fcruple   afterwards  to  condemn   it  himfelf,  declaring,   that  Life,  p.  3, 
*'  there  are  many  things  in  it,  which  if  he  were  to  write 
*'  again,  he  would  not  fay;  fome,  which  fhew  his  youth. 

Vol.  X.  M  m  *»  and 


y 


S30  STILLINGFLEET. 

*^  and  want  of  due  confideration  ;  others,  which  he  yielded 
*'  too  far,  in  hopes  of  gaining  the  diflcnting  parties  to  the 
«*  church  of  England."  In  1662,  he  reprinted  this  work; 
and  as  he  had  greatly  offended  fome  churchmen  hy  allowing 
too  much  to  the  ftate,  fo  he  now  meant  to  give  them  fatif- 
failion  in  a  difcourfe,  which  he  joined  to  it,  "  concerning 
the  power  of  Excommunication  in  a  Chriftian  Church  :"  in 
which  he  attempts  to  prove,  that  "  the  church  is  a  diftindl 
*'  foclety  from  the  ftate,  and  has  divers  rights  and  privileges 
"  of  its  own,  particularly  that  it  has  a  power  of  cenfuring 
"  offenders,  refulting  from  its  conftitution  as  a  Chriftian  fo- 
*'  ciety  ;  and  that  thefe  rights  of  the  church  cannot  be  alie- 
*^'  nated  to  the  ftate,  after  their  being  united  in  a  Chriftian 
*'  country." 

The  fame  year,  1662,  he  publifhed  "  Origines  Sacne,  or 
*'  a  Rational  Account  of  the  Grounds  of  Natural  and  Re- 
*'  vealeJ  Religion  :"  a  work,  which  for  extenfive  and  pro- 
found learning,  folidity  of  judgment,  ftrength  of  argument, 
and  perfpicuity  of  expreflion,  would  have  done  the  higheft 
honor  to  a  man  of  any  age ;  and  therefore  was  really  mar- 
vellous from  one,  who  had  butjuft  compleated  his  27th  year. 
When  he  appeared  afterwards  at  the  vifitation,  bifhop  San- 
derfon,  his  diocefan,  feeing  fo  young  a  man,  could  hardly 
believe  it  was  Mr.  Stillingfleet,  whom  as  yet  he  knew  only 
by  his  works  ;  and  embracing  him,  faid,  "  he  expeded  rather 
''  to  have  feen  one  as  confiderable  for  his  years,  as  he  had 
*'  already  ftiewn  himfelf  for  his  learning.*'  Upon  the  whole, 
this  work  has  always  been  juftly  efteemed  one  of  the  beft 
defences  of  Revealed  Religion,  that  ever  came  forth  in  our 
own  or  ^ny  other  language.  It  was  republiftied  by  Dr.  Bent- 
ley  in  1709,  with  *'  Part  of  another  book  upon  the  fame 
"  fubje6l,  written  in  1697,  ^on^  the  author's  own  manu- 
*'  fcript,"  folio.  This  admirable  treatife  made  him  fo  known 
to  the  world,  and  got  him  fuch  efteem  among  the  learned, 
that  when  a  reply  appeared  in  1663  to  archbifhop  Laud's 
book  againft  Fifher  the  jefuit,  he  was  pitched  upon  to  an- 
fwer  it  j  which  he  did  to  the  public  fatisfadion,  in  1664. 

The  fame  of  thefe  excellent  works  was  the  occafion,  that, 
while  he  continued  at  his  living  of  Sutton,  he  was  chofea 
preacher  at  the  Rolls  chapel  by  Sir  Harbottle  Grimfton, 
mafter.     This  obliged  him  to  be  in  London  in  term-time, 

and 
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and  was  a  fair  introdu(5lion  to  his  fettlement  there,  which 
followed  foon  after :  for  he  was  prefented  to  the  reftory  of 
St.  Andrews  Holbourn,  in  January  1664-5.  Afterwards, 
he  was  chofen  le61:urer  at  the  Temple  ;  appointed  chaplain  to 
the  king;  made  canon  refidentiary  of  St.  Pauls  in  1670,  as 
afterwards  prebendary  of  Canterbury,  and  dean  of  St.  Paul's: 
in  all  which  ftations  he  acquitted  himlelf  like  an  able,  dili- 
gent and  learned  divine.  While  he  was  rector  of  Sutton,  he 
married  a  daughter  of  William  Dobyns,  a  Gloucefterfhire 
gentleman,  who  lived  not  long  with  him  ;  yet  had  two 
daughters,  who  died  in  their  infancy,  and  one  Ton,  Dr.  Ed- 
ward Stillingfleet,  afterwards  re6tor  of  Wood-Norton  in  Nor- 
folk. Then  he  married  a  daughter  of  Sir  Nicholas  Pedley  of 
Huntindon,  fcrjeant  at  law,  who  lived  with  him  almoft  all 
his  life,  and  brought  him  feven  children,  of  whom  two  only 
furvived  him. 

In  1663,  he  went  out  bachelor,  and  in  1668  commenced 
dodtor,  of  divinity.  He  was  deeply  engaged  in  all  the  con- 
troverfies  of  his  times  ;  with  Deifts ,  with  Socinians,  with 
Papifts,  with  diflenters.  We  forbear  entering  into  particulars, 
as  they  do  not  now  appear  fufficiently  interefting  ;  and  the 
catalogue  of  his  works,  to  be  hereunto  added,  will  give  the 
reader  a  very  tolerable  notion,  as  well  of  the  occasions  of  his 
writings,  as  of  the  perfons  with  whom  he  had  to  do.  In 
1689,  he  was  made  biihop  of  Worcefter.  He  had  a  contro- 
verfy,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  with  the  great  Mr. Locke; 
who,  having  laid  down  feme  principles  in  his  '*  Eflay  on 
*'  Human  Underflanding,"  which  feemed  to  the  bifhop  to 
ftrike  at  the  Myfteries  of  Revealed  Religion,  fell  on  that  ac- 
count under  his  lordfliip's  cognizance.  Dr.  Stillingfleet  had  '  ■ 
always  had  the  reputation  of  coming  off  with  triumph  in  all 
his  controverfies,  but  in  this  was  fuppofed  to  be  not  fuccefs- 
ful;  and  Tome  have  imagined,  that  his  being  prefled  with 
clearer  and  clofer  reafoning  by  Mr.  Locke,  than  he  had  been 
accuftomed  to  from  his  other  advcrfaries,  created  in  him  a 
chagrin,  which  fhortened  his  life.  There  is  however  no  oc- 
cafion  to  fuppofe  this  :  for  he  had  had  the  gout  near  twenty 
years,  and  it  is  no  wonder,  when  it  fixed  in  his  ftomach, 
that  it  (hould  prove  fatal  to  him  ;  as  it  did  at  his  houfe  in 
Park-ftreet,  Weftminfter,  the  27th  of  March  1699.  ^^  ^^s 
tail,  graceful,   and  well-proportioned  -,  with  a  cuutitcnance 
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comely,  fiefli,  and  awful.  His  apprehenfion  was  quick  and 
fagacious,  his  judgment  exa£l  and  profound,  and  his  memory 
very  tenacious  :  fo  that,  confidering  how  intenfely  he  ftudied, 
and  how  he  read  every  thing,  it  is  eafy  to  imagine  him,  what 
he  really  was,  one  of  the  moft  univerfal  fcholars  that  ever 
lived.  His  corps  was  carried  to  Worcefter  cathedral,  and 
there  interred  :  after  which  an  elegant  monument  was  ereded 
over  him,  with  an  infcription  written  by  the  learned  Dr. 
Bentley,  who  had  been  his  chaplain.  This,  as  it  gives  a 
noble  and  yet  juft  idea  of  the  man,  and  is  alfo  good  autho- 
rity for  many  particulars  of  his  life,  fhall  be  inferted  here, 
after  we  have  given  fome  account  of  his  writings. 

They  were  all  colledted,  and  reprinted  in  1 710,  in  fix  vo- 
lumes, folio.  The  firfl:  contains,  "  Fifty  Sermons,  preached 
**  on  feveral  Occafions  :"  with  the  author's  life.  The  fecond^ 
"  Origines  Sacrce  :'*  "  Letter  to  a  Deift,"  written,  as  he  tells 
us  in  the  preface,  for  the  fatisfadion  of  a  particular  perfon, 
who  owned  the  Being  and  Providence  of  God,  but  exprefied 
3  mean  efteem  of  the  icriptures  and  the  Chriftian  religion  : 
*'' Irenicum  :'*  "  The  Unreafonablenefs  af  Separaticwi,  or  an 
*^  Impartial  Account  of  the  Hiflory,  Nature,  and  Pleas  of 
*'  the  prefent  feparation  from  the  Communion  of  the  Church 
*^  of  England."  The  third  volume  contains,  *'  Origines 
**  Briiannua-'y  or  the  Antiquities  of  the  Britifh  Cnurches  : 
"  Two  Difcourfes  concerning  the  Do^^rlne  of  Chrift's  Sa- 
*'  tisfadion,"  againft  the  Socinians  :  "  Vindication  of  the 
"  Doctrine  of  the  Trinity."  in  which  he  animadverts  upon 
fome  pafTages  in  Mr.  Locke's  EfTay  :  "  Anfwers  to  two  let- 
*'  ters,"  publlfhed  by  Mr.  Locke  :  "  Ecclefiaftical  Cafes 
"  relating  to  the  duties  and  rights  of  the  Parochial  Clergy," 
a  charge  :  "  Concerning  Bonds  of  Refignation  of  Benefices  : 
*'  The  Foundation  of  Ecclefiaftical  Jurifdi6tlon,  and  as  it  re- 
*'  gards  the  Legal  Supremacy  :  The  grand  queftion  concern- 
*'  ing  the  Bifhop's  right  to  vote  in  Parliament  in  Cafes  Ca- 
*'  pital  :"  Two  Speeches  in  Parliament :  "  Of  the  true  An- 
*'  tiquity  of  London  :  Concerning  the  unreafonablenefs  of  a 
*'  new  Separation,  on  account  of  the  Oaths  to  King  William 
*'  and  Queen  Mary  :  A  Vindication  of  their  Majefties  Au- 
*'  thorities  to  fill  the  Sees  of  Deprived  Bifliops :  An  Anfwer 
*'  to  the  Paper  delivered  by  Mr.  Afhton  at  his  execution  to 
«<  Sir  Francis  Child,  Sheriff  of  London,  with  the  Paper  it- 

'^felf." 
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*'  felf."  The  fourth,  fifth  and  fixth  volumes  contain  pieces, 
written  againft  the  Church  of  Rome,  in  controverfy  with 
Crefly,  Largeant,  and  other  popifli  advocates.  Now  follows 
the  infcription : 

H.  S.  E. 

Edvardus  Stillingfleet  S.  T.  P. 

Ex  Decano  Ecclefiae  Paulinae  Epifcopus  Vigornienfis, 

Jam  tibi,  quicunque  haec  legis, 

Nifi  &  Europae  &  literati  orbis  hofpes  es, 

Ipfe  per  fe  notus  : 

Dum  rebus  mortalibus  interfuit 

Et  fantSlItate  morum,  &  oris  ftaturaeque  dignitate, 

Et  confummatre  eruditioni  laude 

Undique  venerandus. 

Cui  in  humanioribus  Uteris  Critici,  in  Divinis  Theologi, 

In  recondita   Hiftoria  Antiquarii,   in  Scientiis  Philofophi, 

In  legum  peritia  Jurifconfulti,  in  civili  prudentia  Politici, 

In  Eloquentia  Univerli, 

Fafces  ultro  fubmiferunt. 

Major  unus  in  his  omnibus,  quam  alii  in  fingulis: 

Ut  Bibliothecam  fuam,  cui  parem  Orbis  vix  habuit. 

Intra  pe£lus  omnis  do6lrinae  capax 

Geftafle  integram  vifus  lit; 

Quae  tamen  nullos  libros  moverat  meliores, 

Quam  quos  ipfe  multos  fcripfit  ediditque, 

Eccleria2  Anglicanae  defenfor  femper  invi6lus. 

Natus  eft  Cranbornias  in  Agro  Dorfettenfi, 
XVII  Aprilis  MDCXXXV,  Patre  Samuele  Generofo.  ' 
In  matrimonio  habuit  Andream  Gul.  Dobyns  Gen.  Filiara, 
Atque  ea  defun£la 
Elizabetham  Nicolai  Pedley  Equitis  : 
Faeminas,  quod  unum  dixifle  fatis  eft, 
7^anto  marito  digniflimas. 
Obilt  Weftmonafterli  XXVII  Martii  MDCLXXXXIX. 
Vixit  annos  LXIIl,   menfes  undecim. 
Tres  liberos  reliquit  fibi  fuperftites. 
Ex  priore  conjugio  Edvardum,  exfecundo  Jacobum  &  Annam  : 
Quorus  Jacobus  Collegii  hujus  Cathedralis  Canonicus 
Patri  Optimo  Bene  merenti 
Monumentum  hoc  poni  curavit. 

STOBi^US. 
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STOBiEUS  (Joannes)  an  ancient  Greek  writer, 
Fabrlc.Bibl.  ^\^q  Jived  in  the  fifth  century,  as  is  generally  fuppofed  ;  for 
Y^^iii.  nothing  certain  is  known,  and  therefore  nothing  can  be  af- 
firmed, of  him.  What  remains  of  him,  is  a  collection  of 
extrads  from  ancient  poets  and  philofophers  :  yet  this  collec- 
tion is  not  come  down  to  us  entire  ;  and  even  what  we  have 
of  it,  appears  to  be  intermixed  with  the  additions  of  thofe, 
who  lived  after  him,  Thefe  extra£^s,  though  they  give  us 
no  jjrcater  idea  of  Stobaeus,  than  that  of  a  common -place 
tianfcriber,  are  yet  curious  and  ufeful,  as  they  prefent  us 
with  many  things  of  various  kinds,  which  are  to  be  found  na 
•where  elle  ;  and,  as  fuch,  have  always  been  highly  valued 
by  the  learned.  It  appears  beyond  difpute,  in  Fabricius's 
opinion,  that  Stobaeus  was  not  a  Chriftran  ;  becaufe  he  never 
meddled  with  Chriftian  writers,  nor  made  the  leaft  ufe  of 
tbem,  in  any  of  his  colle£lions.  The  Excerpta  of  Stobaeus 
were  firft  publifbed  in  Greek  at  Venice  in  1536,  and  dedi- 
cated to  Peter  Bembus,  who  was  then  the  curator  of  St. 
Mark's  library  there,  and  furnifhed  the  manufcript  :  but  they 
have  been  often  publifbed  fince  from  better  manufcripts,  with 
Latin  verfions  and  notes  by  Gefner,  Grotius,  and  other 
learned  men  ;   particularly  at  Paris  1623,   in  4to. 

STONE  (Mr.  John)  an  Englifh  painter,  was  an  ex- 
traordinary copier  in  the  reigns  of  king  Charles  I,  and  II. 
He  was  bred  up  under  Crofs  ;  and  performed  feveral  admi- 
rable copies  after  many  good  pidures  in  England.  His  copies 
were,  reckoned  the  finefi:  of  any,  that  had  been  then  done  in 
this  nation.  He  did  alfo  fome  imitations  after  fuch  mafters, 
as  he  more  particularly  fancied  ;  which  performances  of  his 
were  in  good  repute,  and  received  into  the  befl  colle6fions. 
He  fpent  thirty  fcven  years  abroad  in  the  ftudy  of  his  art, 
where  he  improved  himfelf  in  feveral  languages,  being  be- 
fidcs  a  man  of  fome  learning.  He  died  in  London  the  24th 
cf  Auguft  1653,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Martin's  church. 


The  end  of  the  TENTH  VOLUME. 
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